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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
~ COUNTY OF KITTIT.S
STATE OF WASHINGTON.

RESOLUTION NO. 2005 o

———y

A Resolution Denyi the Desert Clajm Wind Power Project Proposa] Including
Denial of Subares Desiguation, Rezone Overlay, Development Agreement and
‘Development Activitles Permit

1o o VEEEREAS Kittitas County (“County”) adopted its Compretiensive Plan pursuant
to the Washington State Growth Management Act, Chapter 36.70A RCW (“GMA), by
Ordinance 96-10 on July 26, 1996; and B

WHEREAS the County amended KCC 17.61 Utility Ordinance and added KCC
17614 regarding wind farm development by Ozdinance 2002-19 on December 3, 20072,
This ordinance provided for a concurrent and consolidated teview process for wind farm
applications to be hearq by the Board of County Commissioners and allowed for the _
Processing of comprehensive plan amendment related to wind farms through a sub-arza
designation; and : : ' :

Deszrt Ciaimy Wind Fower Project Denfat Resolution



* 2 Zoning reclassification for the Project area to a Wind Farm Resource Ovetlay

- 'apprcrval of a wWind farm resouree development permit, and
* aDevelopment Agreement to set the conditions of approval; and

: WHERRAS, 2 draft Development Agreement wag duly published for a thirty day
public comment period; and '

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission and Board of County Commissioner held
a joint publie heags g on the Project Application in October 0f£ 2004 to hear testimony .

and recejve information from Applicant Tepresentatives, county staff and members of the
public; and

; : Kittitas County
ding testimony and exhibits, and in the best



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tgt the Board of County Commissiopers hereby denjes
- the applicants request to rezone the project areq as a Wind Farm Resource Overlay
ot .
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Daae_n Claim Wing Power Project Danig) Resolytion



Findings of Fact and Conclusions at Law
Desert Claim Wind Power Project

1. Anamendment to the Kittitas County Comprehensive Plan utilizing the
development of a subarea plan, °
. Anamendment to the Kitﬁtas,County Zoning Map for a Wind Farm Resource
Overlay Zone. :
iii, County consideration gf 3 Proposed development agreement,

iv. Developm_ent Permit

2. On December 15 » 2003, Kz‘ttitasv County Community Development Services (KCCDS) released
Environmental Imtpact Statement for public comment.

3. On August 16, 2004, KCCDS issued a Fing] Environments] Impact Statement (FEIS) with a 30 —
day appeal period. The FEIS was not appealed by either the applicant or any member of the public,

5. On October 27, 2004 the Kittitag County Planning Commissiog uganimously recomrpended
denial oftpe application through findings transmitreq to the Board of County Cotmmissjoners,

The Planming commission tmanimously fecomamended that the BOCc deny the Desert Claim Wing
Farm Project proposal in its entirety,

6. Beginning og November 8, 2004, and continued to November 9. 2004, December 7 2004

December 27, 2004, Jatuary 11, 2005, January 20, 2005, 1 27, 2005, Fe 15, 2005
March 1, 20085, dnd h 9, 2005 the Kits County Bomomms' sinxmel‘t:nmy
eld public CErings on the Degert Claim Wind Farm project proposal.



. ittitas County Board of Commissioners finds that the Project is not in compliance
° Ivlvli:hK;n of the crig!ia for a rezone as required by Kittitas County Code 17.98 apd {.he_
GMA. The project area is not designated as a Wind Farm Resource _Overlay D}smct in
the comprehensive plan. GPO 6.34 of the comprehensive plan provides thgt vymd. farms
may.only be located in areas designated as Wind Farm Resource overlay districts in the

property given its impacts.
¢. The Kittitag County Board of Commissioners finds that the Project is not jn compliance
 withall of the requirements for a Development Agreement as authotized by Chapter
15A.11 Kittitas County Code snd ROW 36.70B.170 through 36.70B.210. The Project
did not adequately addregs the requirement that development standards applicable to the
development of a specific wind farm require that impacts be mitigated KCC 15A.11.010.
The inability of the Project to adequately mitigate related fow, mediumg and significant
on-mitigated impacts associated with the Project and the denja] of the rezone to 3 Wind
Fzrm Resource Overlay Zone renderg the Project non-compliant with the requirements
for approval of 3 Development Agreement.

d. The Kittitas Couaty Board of Commissioners does not find the Project jn compliance
with all of the Tequirements for 2 Development Agreement and therefore denjes 2
Development Permit, which js required for ap approved wind farm under XKCC17.61A.

Surrounding neighborhood. The Board is unable to make this determination due to Temaining
unresolv_ed concerns regarding low frequency nojse levels, the visua) envitonment for the nearby
rural residents, and the assumption that arpa residents woulq have to shade the interior of their

bomes from shadow flicker from the turhine blades. The Boarg finds that Trequiring residents to

;nitigate an adverge im_pact caused by the proximity of the Project to eXisting residences,ig .



9. Xittitas County Code 17.61A.040 réquires that a determination be made that the Proposed use at
the proposed location {s) will i i
county and it will not create excessive public cost for facilities and service. The Board is unable

10. Based on the Findings of Fact abave, the Kittitas County Board of Commissioners concludes that
the Development Activities Application determined to be coruplete on January 28, 2003,
submitted by Desert Claim Wind Power, L1C, requesting approval of the Desert Claty Wind



