Chapter 463-61 WAC

ELECTRI CAL TRANSM SSI ON FACI LI TI ES

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-010 Pur pose. This chapter describes the
preapplication process that is mandatory prior to filing an
application and the requirenents for applications to site
el ectrical transm ssion facilities.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-020 Definitions. The follow ng definitions apply
when these terns are used in the provisions of this chapter:

"EFSEC' neans the energy facility site evaluation council and
where appropriate the EFSEC staff.

"Facilities" nmeans those energy transmssion facilities
descri bed in RCW 80.50. 060 and WAC 463-61- 030.

"Land use pl an" neans a conprehensive plan or | and use el enent
t hereof adopted by a unit of |ocal governnent pursuant to chapter
35.63, 35A.06, 36.70, or 36.70A RCW or as otherw se desi gnated by
chapter 325, Laws of 2007

"Modi fication" means a significant change to an electrica
transm ssion facility which does not include any of the foll ow ng:

(a) Mnor inprovenents such as the replacenent of existing
transmssion line facilities or supporting structures wth
equi valent facilities or structures;

(b) The relocation of existing electrical transm ssion |ine
facilities within the existing corridor;

(c) The conversion of existing overhead |ines to underground;
or

(d) The pl acenent of new or additional conductors, supporting
structures, insulators, or their accessories on or replacenent of
supporting structures already built.

"National interest electric transm ssion corridor" neans a
transm ssion corridor identified by the U S. Departnent of Energy
pursuant to section 1221 of the 2005 Energy Policy Act.

"Preapplicant” neans a person considering applying for a site
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certificate agreenent for an electrical transm ssion facility.

"Preapplication process” nmeans the process which is initiated
by witten request by a preapplicant to EFSEC, a preapplicant's
initial consultation w th EFSEC, and the activities conducted under
WAC 463- 61- 050.

"Zoni ng ordi nance" neans an ordinance of a unit of |ocal
governnment regulating the use of land and adopted pursuant to
chapter 35.63, 35A. 63, 36.70, or 36.70A RCW or Article Xl of the
state Constitution, or as otherw se desi gnated by chapter 325, Laws
of 2007.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-030 Applicability. (1) The provisions of this
chapter apply to the construction, reconstruction, or nodification
of electrical transmssion facilities in each of the follow ng
ci rcunst ances:

(a) The facility is located in a national interest electric
transm ssion corridor as specified in RCW80.50. 045.

(b) The applicants or preapplicants choose to seek
certification under RCW 80.50.060 and the facility:

(1) Has a nomnal voltage of at |east one hundred fifteen
t housand volts; and

(1i) Is proposed to be located in a conpletely new corridor
which is located in nore than one jurisdiction where at | east one
such jurisdiction has pronulgated l|land use plans or zoning
ordi nances. The location of the termnus of the facility or the
| ocation of an interconnection between the facility and the
existing electrical transm ssion grid in an existing corridor does
not disqualify afacility fromconsideration under this subsection.

(c) The applicants or preapplicants choose to seek
certification under RCW 80.50.060 and the facility:

(1) Has a nominal voltage in excess of one hundred fifteen
t housand volts; and

(i) Is proposed to be located outside an existing or
designated electrical transm ssion corridor identified in (a) or
(b) of this subsection.

(2) This section does not apply to normal nmaintenance and
repairs which do not increase the capacity or dinensions beyond
those specified in this section.
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NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-040 Initial consultation. Prior to filing a
preapplication request under WAC 463-61- 050, the preapplicant shall
nmeet and consult with the EFSEC staff concerning the proposed
project. Topics for discussion shall include but not be limted
to:

(1) The nature of the project, the <contents of the
preapplication request and the status of the preapplicant's
progress toward obtaining information and data regarding the
proj ect .

(2) A discussion of whether a third-party contractor is likely
to be needed to prepare an environnmental docunmentation for the
proj ect .

(3) Devel opnent of a preapplication plan to be filed with a
preapplication request.

(4) The coordination of the public informational neeting.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-050 Preapplication process. The preapplication
request shall be filed with EFSEC at the EFSEC s of fice and contain
the foll ow ng information:

(1) The nane and mailing address of the preapplicant,
including a contact nane, address, telephone nunber, and e-nai
address of the contact person.

(2) A description of the proposed transm ssion route and
corridor, including | ocation maps and plot plans to scale, show ng
all major conponents, including a description of zoning and site
avai lability for any permanent facility, and includi ng whet her and
to what extent the proposed project is located within a national
interest electric transm ssion corridor.

(3) A description of the proposed right of way width for the
transm ssion line, including the extent a newright of way will be
required or an existing right of way will be w dened.

(4) Adescription of the proposed transm ssion |ine structures
and their dinensions.

(5) A description of the schedule desired for the project,
including the expected application filing date, the expected
beginning date for construction, and the expected project
oper ati onal date.

(6) Alist of the federal, state, tribal and | ocal governnent
entities, including mailing addresses, contact nanes, telephone
nunbers and e-mail addresses that have possible permtting
responsibilities for the project (if the project proponents were
not to choose the EFSEC review) or ownership of Iand on which the
project will be |ocated. The list shall also identify governnental
entities that have requested the preapplicant to notify themof an
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applicant or preapplicant for site certification.

(7) I'nformation or data that nay be available at a | ater date.

(8 A summary and tineline of any initial consultation to
explain the proposal and/or request input from the EFSEC staff,
federal, state and |ocal agencies, tribal governnents, property
owners, and interested persons.

(9) A public participation plan that:

(a) Ildentifies specific tools and actions to facilitate
st akehol der conmuni cati ons and public i nformati on, including an up-
to-date project web site and a readily accessi ble, single point of
contact within the conpany;

(b) Lists all central Ilocations in each |ocal governnment
t hroughout the project area where the preapplicant shall provide
copies of all their filings related to the proposed project; and

(c) Includes a description and schedul e expl aining how the
preapplicant intends to respond to requests for information from
the public as well as federal, state, |ocal, and tri bal agencies or
any other legal entities that could have permtting requirenents if
the project proponents were not to choose the EFSEC revi ew.

(10) A structured negotiation process acceptable to EFSEC
between the preapplicant and the cities, towns, and/or counties
t hrough which the proposed transmission line corridor wll be
| ocated except where the cities, towns, and/or counties have
designated transm ssion corridors through their |and use plans or
zoni ng ordi nances.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-060 Comrencenent of preapplication process and
public informational neeting. (1) Wthin three days of filing a
preapplication request with EFSEC the preapplicant shall send
notice to:

(a) All the towns, cities, and counties in which the proposed
el ectric transmssion line route is |ocated;

(b) Persons or governnental agencies owning |land that may be
acquired for the project or in which an easenent nay be sought;

(c) Land owners within three hundred feet of the proposed
corridor; and

(d) Tribal, federal and state permtting entities if the
proj ect proponents were not to choose the EFSEC review.

(2) The notice shall contain a brief summary of the proposed
project, the preapplication and application process and tentative
schedul es, the | ocations where copies of the notice of intent are
| ocated in each town, city and county traversed by the proposed
transm ssion route and the address of a web site containing the
proposed project information.

(3) The notice to each affected | andowner shall be nmailed to
the address of record on file with the applicable county auditor
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and have an explanation of the rights an affected |andowner has
during an EFSEC application revi ew and under appli cabl e Washi ngt on
em nent domai n | aws.

(4) Wthin sixty days after recei pt of the preapplication fee,
EFSEC shal | conduct at | east one public informational neeting. The
public informational neeting shall be for the purpose of informng
the public and interested entities of relevant information
regardi ng the proposed electrical transm ssion facility.

(a) The public neeting, at a mninmum shall provide the
details of the preapplication request and the preapplication plan
i ncludi ng the use of exhibits and hand-outs.

(b) The preapplicant and EFSEC staff shall be avail able and
prepared to answer questions.

(c) The neeting shall be schedul ed to maxi m ze the opportunity
for attendance by the public and held at a location near the
proposed transm ssion corridor. If the proposed transm ssion
corridor crosses nultiple counties EFSEC nmay hold additional
preapplication public neetings along the proposed corridor.

(d) At least two weeks prior to the date of the public
nmeeting, notice of the preapplication public neeting shall be
publ i shed i n newspapers of general circulation for each town, city
and/ or county where the site is proposed.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-070 Corridors and transmssion facilities
consi derati ons. (1) EFSEC shall consider and may recomrend
certification of electrical transmssion facilities in corridors
designated for this purpose by affected cities, tows, or counties
wher e:

(a) Jurisdictions have identified electrical transm ssion
facility corridors as part of their |Iand use plans and zoni ng maps
based on policies adopted in their plans.

(b) The proposed electrical transmssion facility is
consi stent with any adopted devel opnent regul ati ons t hat govern t he
siting of electrical transm ssion facilities in such corridors.

(c) Contiguous jurisdictions and jurisdictions in which
related regional electrical transmssion facilities are |ocated
have either prior to or during the preapplication process
undertaken good faith efforts to coordinate the | ocations of their
corridors consistent with RCW 36. 70A. 100.

(2) If EFSEC determ nes that negotiations as required in WAC
463-61- 080 have failed and no corridor plan can been agreed to by
the preapplicant and affected cities, towns, and counties, EFSEC
shal | consider the applicant's proposed corridor and transm ssion
facilities consistent with RCW80.50.090 and 80.50. 100 taking into
consideration the positions of the preapplicant and the affected
cities, towns or counties.
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NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-080 Negotiations between preapplicants, cities,
towns and counti es. (1) As required by RCW 80.50.330(2) if no
corridor has been designated by a | ocal governnent the preapplicant
and affected cities, towns, and/or counties shall negotiate to
designate a corridor for the electrical transm ssion facility.

(2) If after sixty days of negotiations between the
preapplicant and affected cities, towns, and/or counties, no
corridor has been agreed upon, the preapplicant together with an
affected city, town, or county may request EFSEC extend the tinme of
negoti ations by a period of tine that the preapplicant and city,
town, and/or county have agreed upon.

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-090 Preapplication costs. (1) A preapplicant
shal |l deposit with the state treasurer ten thousand dollars to be
applied to the cost of the preapplication process as a condition
for proceedi ng by EFSEC.

(2) EFSEC shall manage the preapplication costs using the
structure outlined in RCW80.50.071 as foll ows:

(a) The preapplicant shall pay all reasonable and necessary
costs incurred by EFSEC and its nenbers;

(b) EFSEC shall charge against deposits nade by the
pr eappl i cant;

(c) EFSEC shall provide the preapplicant with estinmtes of
expect ed costs;

(d) Any EFSEC costs in excess of the initial ten thousand
dol l ars shall be agreed to by the preapplicant and deposited prior
to EFSEC expenditure; and

(e) Any unexpended portions of funds deposited for the
preapplication process shall be returned to the preapplicant or, if
requested by the preapplicant, applied to the cost of EFSEC s
review of an application for site certification.
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NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-100 Applications for site certification. (1) An
application for site certification nmay be submtted when the
preapplication process is conpleted. The preapplication process
shal | be conpl ete when

(a) EFSEC has hel d one or nore public neetings under WAC 463-
61- 060(3); and

(b) Negotiations between affected cities, towns, and/or
counties have been conducted and a corridor has been agreed on; or

(c) Negotiations under WAC 463-61- 080 have been conduct ed but
t he preapplicant, cities, towns, and/or counties have not agreed on
a corridor and EFSEC has determ ned that additional negotiations
are not necessary.

(2) Applications for site certification of electrical
transm ssion |ines under RCW 80.50. 045 and 80.50. 060 shall follow
the guidelines for applications for site certification found in
chapter 463-60 WAC

NEW SECTI ON

WAC 463-61-110 EFSEC review. (1) EFSEC shall review the
application for site certification of the proposed corridor and
el ectrical transm ssion facilities consistent with the provisions
of chapter 80.50 RCW

(2) EFSEC shall consider the applicant's application for site
certification and proposed corridor and electrical transm ssion
facilities and shall make a reconmendation consistent with RCW
80. 50. 100 and 80.50. 110.
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