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 Common Sources of Noise & Subjective Human Responses 

Thresholds/ 
Noise Sources 

Noise Level 
(dBA) 

Subjective 
Evaluations 

Human Threshold of Pain 
Carrier jet takeoff (50 ft) 

140 

Deafening 

Siren (100 ft) 
Loud rock band 

130 

Jet takeoff (200 ft) 
Auto horn (3 ft) 

120 

Chain saw 
Noisy snowmobile 

110 

Lawn mower (3 ft) 
Noisy motorcycle (50 feet) 

100 
Very Loud 

Heavy truck (50 feet) 90 

Pneumatic drill (50 feet) 
Busy urban street, daytime 

80 
Loud 

Normal automobile at 50 mph 
Vacuum cleaner (3 ft) 

70 

Large air conditioning unit (20 feet) 
Conversation (3 feet) 

60 
Moderate 

Quiet residential area 
Light auto traffic (100 ft) 

50 

Library 
Quiet home 

40 
Faint 

Soft whisper 30 

Slight rustling of leaves 20 

Very Faint Broadcasting Studio 10 

Threshold of Human Hearing 0 

Note that the subjective evaluations are continuous without true threshold boundaries. 
Consequently, there are overlaps among categories of response that depend on the 
sensitivity of the noise receivers. 
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