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Whistling Ridge Energy Project 
 
Responsible Agencies:  Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC), Washington State 
Environmental Policy Act ; U.S. Department of Energy; Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 
Title:  Whistling Ridge Energy Project, DOE/EIS - 0419 
 
State Involved:  Washington 
 
Abstract:  Whistling Ridge Energy LLC (Applicant) proposes to construct and operate the Whistling Ridge Energy 
Project, an approximately 75-megawatt (MW) wind turbine facility, about seven miles north of the City of White 
Salmon in Skamania County, Washington.  This wind project would be located on an approximately 1,152-acre site 
that is currently private commercial forest land.  The wind project would consist of up to 50 wind turbines that could 
each range in size from 1.2 to 2.5 MW, an Operations and Maintenance facility, an electrical substation, underground 
collector lines and systems, and other ancillary facilities.  Approximately 7.9 miles of existing roads would be 
improved and 2.4 miles of new roads would be constructed to provide access for project construction and operation.  
The Applicant has proposed to begin project construction in the second quarter of 2011, with the goal of having 
construction completed and commercial power production initiated by May 2012. 
 
The Applicant has submitted an application to EFSEC for site certification that would allow the Applicant to construct 
and operate its proposed wind project.  The Applicant also has requested interconnection of the project to BPA’s 
regional transmission system at a point along BPA’s existing North Bonneville-Midway 230-kilvolt (kV) transmission 
line that passes through the wind project site.  EFSEC must decide whether to issue the requested site certificate to the 
Applicant, and BPA must decide whether to allow the requested interconnection to its transmission system.  
Accordingly, this Draft EIS addresses the proposed action of granting project approvals, as well as a No Action 
alternative in which EFSEC and/or BPA would not grant these approvals and the proposed wind project therefore 
would not be built. 
 
The proposed project could result in temporary impacts to soils, air quality, water resources, noise levels, vegetation, 
wildlife, visual resources, cultural resources, and transportation during construction.  During operation, impacts to 
noise levels, wildlife, and visual resources could occur.  Mitigation measures are identified in the Draft EIS to reduce or 
avoid these impacts where feasible. 
 
Public comments on the Draft EIS are being accepted through July 19, 2010. 
 
For additional information, please contact: 
 
Andrew M. Montaño    Stephen Posner 
Environmental Protection Specialist  Energy Facility Site Manager 
Bonneville Power Administration   Washington EFSEC 
P.O. Box 3621 KEC-4    905 Plum Street SE 
905 NE 11th Avenue    Third Floor 
Portland, OR  92708-3621    Olympia, WA  98504-3172 
(503) 230-4145     (360) 956-2063 
ammontano@bpa.gov    stephen.posner@commerce.wa.gov 
 
For additional copies of this document, please call 1-800-622-4520 and ask for the document by name. The EIS is also 
on the Internet at: http://www.efw.bpa.gov/environmental_services/Document_Library/Whistling_Ridge/. You may 
also request copies by writing to: 
 
Bonneville Power Administration,  
P. O. Box 3621 
Portland, Oregon 97208 
ATTN: Public Information Center - CHDL-1 
 
For additional information on DOE NEPA activities, please contact Carol M. Borgstrom, Director, Office of NEPA 
Policy and Compliance, GC-20, U.S. Department of Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue S.W., Washington D.C. 
20585-0103, phone: 1-800-472-2756 or visit the DOE NEPA Web site at nepa.energy.gov. 
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R-10 Residential 10 
RCW Revised Code of Washington 
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ROD Record of Decision 
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RV recreational vehicle 
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