
Verbatim Transcript of Monthly Council Meeting Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

BUELL REALTIME REPORTING, LLC 206 287 9066 Page: 1

  1

  2   ______________________________________________________

  3

  4                      WASHINGTON STATE

  5           ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL

  6                  Richard Hemstad Building

  7          1300 South Evergreen Park Drive Southwest

  8                     Conference Room 206

  9                     Olympia, Washington

 10                 Tuesday, September 16, 2014

 11                          1:33 p.m.

 12   ______________________________________________________

 13

 14

 15                   MONTHLY COUNCIL MEETING

 16              Verbatim Transcript of Proceeding

 17

 18

 19

 20   REPORTED BY:  SHERRILYN SMITH, CCR# 2097

 21   Buell Realtime Reporting, LLC
  1325 Fourth Avenue

 22   Suite 1840
  Seattle, Washington 98101

 23   206.287.9066 | Seattle
  360.534.9066 | Olympia

 24   800.846.6989 | National

 25   www.buellrealtime.com



Verbatim Transcript of Monthly Council Meeting Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

BUELL REALTIME REPORTING, LLC 206 287 9066 Page: 2

  1                    A P P E A R A N C E S

  2

  Councilmembers Present:
  3

  Bill Lynch, EFSEC Chair
  4   Liz Green-Taylor, Department of Commerce

  Andrew Hayes, Department of Natural Resources
  5   Dennis Moss, Utilities and Transportation Commission

  6   Attorney General's Office:

  7   Brian Faller, Assistant Attorney General
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  9
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 10   Jeff Swanson, Clark County (via phone)

 11
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 12
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 14   Kali Wraspir
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 17   Shannon Khounnala, Energy Northwest
  Brad Barfuss, Energy Northwest

 18   Mark Miller, Chehalis Generation
  Rich Downen, Grays Harbor Energy

 19   Vince McGowen, Department of Energy
  Bill Moore, Department of Ecology

 20

  Guests in Attendance Via Phone:
 21

  Haley Edwards, Puget Sound Energy
 22   Jennifer Diaz, Puget Sound Energy

  Natalie Currie, EDP Renewables
 23   Tim McMahan, Stoel Rives

  Cherie Sonoda, Bonneville Power
 24
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  1           OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 16, 2014

  2                          1:33 P.M.

  3                            -O0O-

  4

                   P R O C E E D I N G S
  5

  6                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Good afternoon.  Let's go

  7   ahead and get started.  Today is September 16th, 2014,

  8   in the regular council meeting for the Energy Facility

  9   Site Evaluation Council.

 10           Could we please have the Staff call the role?

 11                 MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Commerce?

 12                 MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  Liz Green-Taylor

 13   here.

 14                 MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Ecology?

 15                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Stephenson is excused.

 16                 MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Fish &

 17   Wildlife?

 18                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Stohr is excused.

 19                 MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Natural

 20   Resources?

 21                 MR. HAYES:  Andy Hayes is here.

 22                 MS. WRASPIR:  Utilities and

 23   Transportation Commission?

 24                 MR. MOSS:  Dennis Moss.

 25                 MS. WRASPIR:  For local government and
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  1   state agencies, Department of Transportation?

  2                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Department of

  3   Transportation, represented by Ms. Martinez, is

  4   excused.

  5                 MS. WRASPIR:  City of Vancouver?

  6                 MR. SNODGRASS:  Bryan Snodgrass on the

  7   phone.

  8                 MS. WRASPIR:  Clark County?

  9                 MR. SWANSON:  Jeff Swanson is on the

 10   phone.

 11                 MS. WRASPIR:  Port of Vancouver?

 12                 CHAIR LYNCH:  I haven't heard from

 13   Mr. Paulson, but I believe he would be here if

 14   possible, so unless we hear otherwise, he is excused.

 15                 MS. WRASPIR:  And Chair?

 16                 CHAIR LYNCH:  I am here, thank you.

 17                 MS. WRASPIR:  Chair, there is a quorum.

 18                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Let's go ahead and take a

 19   look at the agenda proposed for today and see if there

 20   are any proposed changes to that.

 21           And hearing none, let's go ahead and move

 22   forward.

 23           Before we take up the minutes, I will have --

 24   I will give a chance for those people who might be

 25   listening in on the phone to identify themselves for
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  1   the record.  You are not required to identify

  2   yourself, but I am offering that opportunity at this

  3   time.

  4           So does anybody listening in by phone care to

  5   identify themselves, who already has not identified

  6   themselves?

  7                 MS. EDWARDS:  This Haley Edwards with

  8   Puget Sound Energy.

  9                 MS. DIAZ:  Jennifer Diaz --

 10                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  -- with Perkins

 11   Coie.

 12                 MS. DIAZ:  -- with Puget Sound Energy.

 13                      (Simultaneous talking.)

 14                 MS. CURRIE:  Natalie Currie with EDP

 15   Renewables.

 16                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay.

 17                 MS. ONATA:  Cherie Sonoda with

 18   Bonneville Power.

 19                 CHAIR LYNCH:  And is there anybody else

 20   who would like to identify themselves for the record?

 21                 MR. McMAHAN:  Tim McMahan with

 22   Stoel Rives.

 23                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  So let's go

 24   ahead and look at the meeting minutes for the

 25   August 19th, 2014 meeting.  Are there any additions or
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  1   corrections to the minutes?

  2           I would entertain a motion for adoption of the

  3   August 19th, 2014 minutes.

  4                 MR. MOSS:  I'll move motion -- I'll move

  5   the minutes, what was it, August 19th.

  6                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Do I have a second?

  7                 MR. HAYES:  Second.

  8                 CHAIR LYNCH:  It's been moved and

  9   seconded that the Council approve the August 19, 2014

 10   minutes as submitted.  All those in favor say aye.

 11                 MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

 12                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Opposed?

 13           Motion carries.

 14           So let's go ahead and turn to the updates from

 15   our facilities.  We will start first with Kittitas

 16   Valley Wind Project.  Mr. Melbardis.

 17                 MS. CURRIE:  Actually, this is Natalie

 18   Currie.  I am stepping in for Eric today.

 19           Good afternoon, everyone.  We have nothing

 20   nonroutine to report for the month of August.

 21                 CHAIR LYNCH:  I'm sorry, could you say

 22   that one more time, please?  I didn't catch what you

 23   said.

 24                 MS. CURRIE:  This is Natalie Currie.  I

 25   am stepping in for Eric today, for EDP Renewables, for
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  1   the Kittitas Valley Wind Power project.  We have

  2   nothing nonroutine to report for the month of August.

  3                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay, thank you.

  4           Ms. Currie, how do you spell your last name?

  5                 MS. CURRIE:  It's C-U-R-R-I-E.

  6                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

  7                 MS. CURRIE:  Thank you so much.

  8                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Does anyone have any

  9   questions for Ms. Currie?

 10           So let's go ahead and turn to the Chehalis

 11   Generation Facility.  We have Mr. Miller back with us.

 12   We are glad to see you again.

 13                 MR. MILLER:  Thank you.

 14           Good afternoon, Chair Lynch and

 15   Councilmembers.  My name is Mark Miller.  I am the

 16   plant manager at the PacifiCorp Energy Chehalis

 17   Generation Facility.  We have no nonroutine comments

 18   to make this month.

 19           Are there any questions?

 20                 CHAIR LYNCH:  I have one, Mr. Miller.  I

 21   just wanted to see where you are in terms of

 22   finalizing the mitigation proposal.

 23                 MR. MILLER:  So we continue to assemble

 24   the quotes for the energy efficiency projects at the

 25   plant.  We fully intend -- and the engineering that



Verbatim Transcript of Monthly Council Meeting Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

BUELL REALTIME REPORTING, LLC 206 287 9066 Page: 8

  1   goes along with the vendors, for variable speed motor

  2   drives, VFDs, and lighting consultants.  When we have

  3   the full package together, I will set a meeting with

  4   Staff and come up and go over the package.  I intend

  5   to do that within the next six weeks or so.

  6                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay, very good.

  7                 MR. MILLER:  I can assure you that, as

  8   your desires have been put forth, all of the monies

  9   remaining will be committed prior to the end of the

 10   year.  Some of the projects may overlap into next

 11   year, much like the tons of CO2 that are being

 12   produced over a ten-year period, but we will have

 13   fulfilled the commitment.

 14                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Good.  We are pleased that

 15   this is moving forward.

 16           Does anyone have any questions for Mr. Miller?

 17           Thank you, Mr. Miller.

 18                 MR. MILLER:  Thank you.  Have a good

 19   day.

 20                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Downen, we missed you

 21   as well last time.

 22                 MR. DOWNEN:  Thank you, Chair Lynch,

 23   Council.  I am Rich Downen.  I am the plant manager at

 24   Grays Harbor Energy.  I was on vacation.  I would like

 25   to say that I missed you guys too, but...
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  1                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Valensky did a very

  2   capable job in your absence.

  3                 MR. DOWNEN:  He is very capable.

  4           The monthly report for Grays Harbor Energy for

  5   the month of August, I will only cover the nonroutine

  6   things.  First, one correction on site visits.  There

  7   was a visitor.  During our RATA test, which I will

  8   talk about in a second, the ORCAA representative was

  9   on site.  That was the week that I was on vacation.

 10   He did visit us.

 11           The other nonroutine things is we met with

 12   EFSEC staff, just starting to have a conversation

 13   about a continuous noise monitoring system.  And then

 14   the next item is that we did perform our annual

 15   Relative Accuracy Test Audit, which is the RATA test,

 16   on both combustion turbines, and on the Continuous

 17   Emissions Monitoring System, the CEMS system.  All the

 18   preliminary data indicates that those tests were

 19   successful.  We are waiting for a final report from

 20   the vendor that did that.

 21           That's all I have to report.

 22                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  Any questions

 23   for Mr. Downen?

 24           Thank you, Mr. Downen.

 25           And I think I heard Ms. Diaz on the phone for
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  1   Puget Sound Energy and the Wild Horse Wind Project.

  2   Are you there, Ms. Diaz?

  3                 MS. DIAZ:  I sure am.  Good afternoon,

  4   Chair Lynch and Councilmembers.  I am Jennifer Diaz,

  5   the environmental manager for Puget Sound Energy at

  6   the Wild Horse Wind and Solar Facility.

  7           I only have two nonroutine updates for the

  8   month of August.  Both fall under compliance and

  9   environmental heading.

 10           The first is repairs to raptor perch

 11   discouragers on two transmission line structures were

 12   completed.  The second is, in accordance with the

 13   Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, road culverts

 14   were inspected for signs of corrosion, sediment

 15   build-up and effectiveness, and cleaned/repaired, as

 16   needed.

 17           That's all I have.

 18                 CHAIR LYNCH:  And I have a question for

 19   you.  The TAC has taken up the issue of those two

 20   golden eagles that were killed previously.

 21                 MS. DIAZ:  The TAC, we had a meeting

 22   back in, I believe it was July, where we informed the

 23   TAC of the incident.  We are currently in the process

 24   of developing an eagle conservation plan, in

 25   consultation with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
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  1                 CHAIR LYNCH:  That's what we had a

  2   report on at our last council meeting.  I was just

  3   wondering if the TAC was essentially just waiting for

  4   that effort to conclude?

  5                 MS. DIAZ:  Yes.  We are still in the

  6   process.

  7                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay, very good.

  8           Any questions for Ms. Diaz?

  9           Very good.  Thank you, Ms. Diaz.

 10                 MS. DIAZ:  Thank you.

 11                 CHAIR LYNCH:  And now if we could have

 12   an update on the Tesoro/Savage Vancouver Energy

 13   Distribution Terminal by our Staff, Ms. Bumpus.

 14                 MR. BUMPUS:  Good afternoon, Chair Lynch

 15   and Councilmembers.  Thank you.  I just have one

 16   update for a couple of things for the application for

 17   site certification review, the SEPA environmental

 18   review and permits.

 19           For the application for site certification

 20   review, Cardno ENTRIX, EFSEC's independent consultant,

 21   provided their comments, their technical review

 22   comments of the ASC, the February 2014 supplemental

 23   ASC.  Those comments were provided to the applicant,

 24   and EFSEC is continuing to work with other assisting

 25   state agencies in review of the document.

kwraspir
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  1           For the SEPA environmental review, since the

  2   August council meeting update, the applicant submitted

  3   the remaining chapter materials for the preliminary

  4   draft EIS.  Cardno ENTRIX is currently reviewing and

  5   performing a gap analysis of those materials and EFSEC

  6   staff will continue to provide updates on that review

  7   as it progresses.

  8           For the stormwater NPDES construction and

  9   industrial permits, a letter was provided to the

 10   applicant on August 1st, with comments on those

 11   applications.  EFSEC is coordinating with the

 12   applicant to prepare responses and respond to those

 13   review comments right now.

 14           For the air permit, EFSEC received a revised

 15   notice of construction on August 11th, and we are

 16   working with the Department of Ecology Air Quality

 17   Program to perform a review of that application, so

 18   there will be more updates to come on that.

 19           That concludes my update.

 20                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  I am pleased

 21   that Staff has received all of the information from

 22   the applicants, consultants, and that will hasten the

 23   review by our own consultant and staff.

 24           I just wanted to let the Councilmembers and

 25   the public know that, because this EIS will be issued
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  1   by EFSEC, we are the ones that are the issuing entity,

  2   I have discussed with our staff the need for our

  3   consultant, Cardno ENTRIX, to take a deliberate and

  4   thorough review of the material furnished by the

  5   applicant's consultant, and our consultant will be

  6   working under the direction of our Staff.

  7           I anticipate that this review, although it

  8   will be thorough and deliberative, it still at the

  9   same time can be efficiently conducted, but when time

 10   is needed to review something, I think it is important

 11   that we take the time that is needed to review a

 12   particular matter.  So I -- I am appreciative that we

 13   have the information available and everybody is

 14   working with -- as expeditiously as required under the

 15   circumstances.

 16           Any questions for Ms. Bumpus?

 17           Thank you.

 18                 MR. BUMPUS:  Thank you.

 19                 CHAIR LYNCH:  And at this time we will

 20   here from Ms. Khounnala from Energy Northwest, for WNP

 21   1 and 4.

 22                 MS. KHOUNNALA:  Yes, Chair Lynch, thank

 23   you, and members of Council.  For the record, my name

 24   is Shannon Khounnala from Energy Northwest.  We will

 25   start today with the update for WNP 1 and 4.
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  1           As you see in your packet, our water rights

  2   application is advancing as expected.  As part of the

  3   application process, the Department of Ecology

  4   performs a site visit.  That site visit was conducted

  5   at the beginning of September, on September 3rd.  Both

  6   the Department of Energy and the Department of Ecology

  7   came to WNP 1 and 4, toured the facilities and heard

  8   our preliminary proposal for water distribution at the

  9   site, and then toured all of those facilities as well.

 10           They were very pleased with what they saw, in

 11   terms of infrastructure and the site itself, and did

 12   not leave with any questions or comments.  Provided

 13   any schedule changes, the Department of Ecology plans

 14   to issue a water rights permit sometime around the end

 15   of October.  Without any changes, that's what we can

 16   expect.

 17                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Any questions for

 18   Ms. Khounnala regarding WNP 1 and 4?

 19           Thank you.

 20           Do you want to introduce who is with you at

 21   the microphone?

 22                 MS. KHOUNNALA:  Absolutely.  This is

 23   Mr. Brad Barfuss.

 24                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Welcome.

 25                 MR. BARFUSS:  Thank you.
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  1                 MS. KHOUNNALA:  Yes.

  2                 CHAIR LYNCH:  And were you anticipating

  3   talking about the -- just the operational -- the WNP

  4   permit issuance or...

  5           Okay.  I think what we will do first is the

  6   operational update for the Columbia Generating

  7   Station.

  8                 MS. KHOUNNALA:  Correct.

  9                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Please, go ahead.

 10                 MS. KHOUNNALA:  So in terms of Columbia

 11   Generating Station, there are no other nonroutine

 12   items to report, any other safety instances or

 13   regulatory issues to report for this council meeting.

 14                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

 15                 MS. KHOUNNALA:  Thank you.

 16                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Any questions about the

 17   operational update for the Columbia Generating

 18   Station?

 19           Mr. Barfuss, I think what I am going to do

 20   first is, as we turn to the final NPDES permit

 21   issuance, is get an update first from Mr. LaSpina, our

 22   staff, and then we will turn to you, and then we can

 23   hear from others.

 24                 MR. BARFUSS:  Thank you.

 25                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.
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  1           Mr. LaSpina.

  2                 MR. LaSPINA:  Thank you, Chair Lynch.

  3           The plan this afternoon is to -- I will give a

  4   very short update of the permit milestones, and then

  5   Mr. Vince McGowen, who is the ecology permit writer,

  6   will give some more information on the permit update.

  7   After that, Energy Northwest will offer remarks and

  8   the Council can ask questions at any time.

  9                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  So please go

 10   ahead and start.

 11                 MR. LASPINA:  Well, the current permit,

 12   EFSEC issued the current permit in May of 2006.  The

 13   permit was administratively extended in 2011.  The

 14   draft permit underwent public notice from February 3rd

 15   to April 18th of this year.  The public comment period

 16   was extended at the request of several commenters.

 17           I would like to introduce Mr. McGowen.

 18                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. McGowen, the

 19   Department of Ecology, please introduce yourself and

 20   say what role you have had with this permit.

 21                 MR. McGOWEN:  Good afternoon, Chair and

 22   Council.  My name is Vince McGowen, I'm with the

 23   Department of Ecology, and I was the permit writer for

 24   the NPDES permit for the Columbia Generating Station.

 25   What I would like to do is just give a brief summary
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  1   of the highlights of that permit.

  2           Jim mentioned the public comment period

  3   earlier this year.  I also wanted to mention there

  4   were past studies that informed this permit.  There

  5   was a mixing study, some groundwater studies and also

  6   a major infrastructure update, main steam condenser

  7   replacement, which influenced the permit.

  8           So after the -- during the public comment

  9   period, we received comments from ten entities.  The

 10   major topics included the cooling water intake

 11   structure, and how the water quality standards were

 12   addressed in the permit.  The final proposed permit

 13   has responses to comments received, and also the major

 14   change in response to comments was the addition of

 15   Condition S12 of the permit, with cooling water intake

 16   structure requirements.  The final permit also had the

 17   addition of whole effluent toxicity testing.  This was

 18   a result of some sample results that came in during

 19   the comment period.

 20           So the major updates to the permit were

 21   reporting requirements.  The new permit will have the

 22   facility reporting into Ecology's PARIS database

 23   system, which will also fulfill the requirements for

 24   reporting the information to EPA, and make them

 25   more -- make the information more publicly available.
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  1           Groundwater requirements, I am sure you

  2   probably heard earlier about the evaporative lagoon.

  3   It's either under construction or probably complete.

  4   That essentially removes the groundwater discharges

  5   from the facility.  There were also updates to the

  6   permit limits, so the levels for copper, temperature,

  7   chromium and zinc were all updated in this permit.  I

  8   mentioned also the whole effluent toxicity.

  9           And then of course the cooling water intake

 10   structure requirements.  Those were -- that was the

 11   major change from the draft permit.

 12           There are some new requirements.  Those

 13   requirements were -- they are based on best

 14   professional judgment.  There was a new rule that's

 15   applicable -- or will be applicable to the facility in

 16   the future.  The requirements were also informed by

 17   that rule that -- to prepare the facility for

 18   compliance with that rule when it is effective.

 19           The requirements in general include operations

 20   and maintenance requirements for the intake

 21   structures, some reporting requirements, and then also

 22   an entrainment study, to study the impact of --

 23   entrainment is the aquatic life that may get through

 24   the screens on the intakes into the facility, with the

 25   potential for an engineering study as well.
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  1           With that, I think I would just leave it open

  2   for questions or comments from the facility.

  3                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Before we turn to comments

  4   from the facility, Mr. McGowen, would you say this is

  5   one of the most vigorously reviewed permits that you

  6   are aware of?

  7                 MR. McGOWEN:  Yes, certainly in my

  8   experience, it has had quite a bit of review and

  9   input.  Ecology started working on this permit in the

 10   fall of 2012.  Early issues were around groundwater.

 11   We resolved a lot of those with a lot of coordination

 12   with numerous agencies.  And then over the past year,

 13   the cooling water intake structure has involved a lot

 14   of coordination with federal agencies, with EFSEC

 15   staff, folks at the AG's office, other folks within

 16   Ecology.  It certainly has been under a lot of

 17   scrutiny.  A lot of detailed analysis informs this

 18   permit, and I feel like it's a good permit.

 19                 CHAIR LYNCH:  You are confident that

 20   the -- both -- that this permit meets both any

 21   scientific requirements and any legal requirements

 22   that would be out there?

 23                 MR. McGOWEN:  Yes, the permit is written

 24   to meet all the federal and state requirements,

 25   particularly with the cooling water intake structure
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  1   requirements I mentioned.  Those were based on best

  2   professional judgment.  Certainly the science played a

  3   bigger role in those, in forming the exact nature of

  4   those requirements.  We considered both the current

  5   regulatory requirements, the scientific information

  6   that we had on the cooling water intake structures,

  7   the research that's out there in general on intake

  8   structures, and then also the future rule, preparing

  9   the facility for compliance with that.

 10                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

 11           Any other questions for this witness?

 12           Mr. Barfuss.

 13                 MR. BARFUSS:  Chair Lynch, Council and

 14   members of EFSEC staff, my name is Brad Barfuss.  As

 15   the NPDES program owner, Energy Northwest, I would

 16   like to take the opportunity to provide a statement of

 17   support for the Columbia Generating Station NPDES

 18   permit that's up for vote today before the Council.

 19           As you are aware, Energy Northwest submitted

 20   an application for renewal of the NPDES permit in

 21   November 2010, and a supplemental application in

 22   December 2013, and various reviews of the draft permit

 23   since the original application.  We have reviewed the

 24   final proposed permit and fact sheet for accuracy and

 25   completeness and provided input to EFSEC staff.
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  1           Energy Northwest supports EFSEC Council action

  2   to approve the final proposed permit for Columbia

  3   Generating Station.  We are aware and appreciate the

  4   concern expressed by various federal agencies related

  5   to the Columbia Generating Station intake structure.

  6   We concur with the final draft of the NPDES permit

  7   that directs Energy Northwest to conduct a scientific

  8   study to determine the effectiveness of our intake

  9   structures against entraining fish.

 10           We intend to work with capable and respected

 11   scientific experts in the field and with agencies on

 12   the design and review of our study and the results.

 13   We believe transparent and collaborative effort will

 14   aid in future discussions related to the intake

 15   structure.  We appreciate the exceptional support of

 16   EFSEC and Ecology staff in preparing the permit and

 17   look forward to implementing the new conditions

 18   following EFSEC's vote today.

 19           Thank you.

 20                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

 21           Any Council questions for Mr. Barfuss?

 22           Mr. McGowen, why don't you hang tough there in

 23   case we have some questions for you during our Council

 24   discussion.

 25           So at this point in time, I would like for the
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  1   Council to discuss the current permit that's before

  2   us.  I think it has been, as Mr. McGowen has

  3   indicated, one of the most heavily reviewed permits,

  4   that I am aware of anyway, that has gone through

  5   Ecology.

  6           Mr. Stohr is not here, who represents the

  7   Department of Fish & Wildlife, but I believe our staff

  8   has talked to Mr. Stohr about his views about going

  9   forward with this permit.

 10           Mr. Posner; is that correct?

 11                 MR. POSNER:  Yes, that is correct, Chair

 12   Lynch.  I spoke with Joe Stohr last week, and we

 13   discussed the permit.  He -- his comment was that he

 14   supported issuing this permit.  I have also spoken to

 15   Cullen Stephenson, the Ecology representative, and he

 16   also supported issuing the permit.

 17                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you, Mr. Posner.

 18           I would recommend that we move forward today

 19   with approval of this permit.  One of the things that

 20   really helped influence my decision is the information

 21   provided by Dr. Coutant, regarding the likelihood of

 22   fish being entrained or impinged through the current

 23   intake structure.  That seems very unlikely.  In fact,

 24   there has been no evidence of that ever happening,

 25   even though that intake structure has been in place
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  1   for a number of years.

  2           In fact, I was reading some of the reports

  3   provided to us this morning.  One of the points made

  4   by the Department of Fish and Wildlife, they were

  5   primarily concerned about the potential of upriver

  6   bright fall Chinook salmon being potentially entrained

  7   or impinged.  As they recognized, those are not a

  8   federally-protected species.

  9           I think it's very, very unlikely that any fish

 10   will be entrained or impinged, and the likelihood of

 11   endangered or threatened fish being entrained or

 12   impinged are even less likely under the current

 13   structure.  But just to add a degree of safety, we --

 14   the applicant has agreed to conduct the studies and

 15   come back and report to the Council, to see if in fact

 16   there has been any entrainment or impingement.  Not

 17   only are they going to be working with our Staff, but

 18   they will be working with National Marine Fishery

 19   Service and the Department of Fish and Wildlife, in

 20   preparation of those -- of how those -- and the design

 21   of those particular studies.

 22           I feel very confident that this particular

 23   permit is a strong improvement over the past permits,

 24   and the concerns raised by some groups out there just

 25   don't seem to -- in my mind, to be justified in terms
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  1   of either the law or the science.  I feel very

  2   confident about us moving forward on this.

  3           I would like to take the thoughts of the other

  4   Councilmembers at this time.

  5           Mr. Hayes.

  6                 MR. HAYES:  Thank you, Chair.

  7           I would just like to thank Staff and

  8   Mr. McGowen for your hard work on this permit.  I can

  9   tell this is a complicated permit, there was a lot of

 10   technical information.  I appreciate both the work you

 11   have done, and I think very clear documentation of the

 12   process and some of the discussion around some of the

 13   issues that were brought up by external parties and

 14   folks who have been involved with this.

 15           Based on what I have read, I feel satisfied

 16   with the way in which the comments have been

 17   addressed, and I am ready to support this permit.

 18                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you, Mr. Hayes.

 19           Mr. Moss.

 20                 MR. MOSS:  I would just briefly echo

 21   Mr. Hayes' comments.  I too have looked at this

 22   documentation, read a fair amount of it, and found it

 23   very thorough, well written.  It was something that

 24   provides a high level of comfort and satisfaction in

 25   the work that EFSEC is doing in cooperation with
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  1   Ecology and with the applicant to produce a permit

  2   that I think is -- I don't know if it's an appropriate

  3   way to phrase it or not, but state of the art.  It's

  4   really a nice piece of work.  I would be prepared to

  5   support a motion for its approval.

  6                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you, Mr. Moss.

  7           Ms. Green-Taylor.

  8                 MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I agree, Chair.

  9   Thank you.  In particular I appreciate the care with

 10   which the permit developers have responded to each of

 11   the comments with good information and technical

 12   documentation.  While it appears to me, from a

 13   layman's point of view, that it is -- it seems

 14   extremely unlikely that given the depth and the speed

 15   of the current in the Columbia River, that fish would

 16   be caught in the intake structure.  I appreciate that

 17   there is a willingness to do a really thorough study

 18   of that, and I am looking forward to hearing what the

 19   results of that are.

 20           I am also in favor of going forward with the

 21   permit.

 22                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you very much.

 23           When I say you have the vote, you shouldn't

 24   talk, but I'm going to just talk a little bit longer,

 25   and that's just to recognize that the -- I just want
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  1   to get on the record that this intake structure is in

  2   the middle of the bottom of the river.  Concerns about

  3   emerging fish or fish eggs, I think people just need

  4   to recognize that the water column itself is an

  5   important factor to be considered when looking at the

  6   potential to impinge or entrain fish.

  7           Redds are not built by fish in the middle of

  8   the bottom of a river, they are built on the sides of

  9   the river.  Emergent fish tend to stay along the

 10   shoreline because the fish are smaller and they don't

 11   want to be carried out into the bigger current, and

 12   also that's where the predators are.  They stay along

 13   the shoreline, they are more likely to find refuge,

 14   and they are also likely to find food.

 15           So the potential for -- I guess when I'm

 16   thinking about it, if you have an egg or a fish that

 17   would -- somehow would be bumping along the middle of

 18   the bottom of the Columbia River and then have the

 19   ability to dive into one of these openings, this is a

 20   fish that's probably not going to survive anyway.

 21   It's hard for me to imagine that scenario happening.

 22           I just wanted to get on the record the concept

 23   of, it's not just only what segment of the river the

 24   intake structure is located, it's also, you have to

 25   consider where in the water column that this intake
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  1   structure is.  Given all of that information, I feel

  2   very confident that this permit can move forward.

  3           So at this point in time, I would entertain a

  4   motion for the -- oh, before I call for the vote, I

  5   think it's important to recognize all the hard work of

  6   all the people who worked on this particular permit.

  7   Not only our Staff, Ecology Staff, Fish and Wildlife

  8   Staff, the AG's office.  Not only did we have our own

  9   AGs, Mr. Faller and Ms. Essko, working on this, but

 10   Mr. North, Ms. Barney have also provided a great deal

 11   of work on this particular permit.  That good work

 12   should be recognized.

 13           At this point in time I will entertain a

 14   motion for passage of this permit.

 15                 MR. MOSS:  Chair Lynch, I would move

 16   that the Council approve the NPDES Permit No.

 17   WA-002515-1 for Columbia Generating Station in its

 18   current form, after its two years of careful

 19   development.

 20                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Moss has moved for

 21   Council passage of this permit.  Do I have a second?

 22                 MR. HAYES:  Chair, I will second that

 23   motion.

 24                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Hayes has seconded the

 25   motion.  All in favor say aye.
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  1                 MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

  2           Opposed?

  3           Motion carries.

  4           Very good.  You should come over more often,

  5   Ms. Khounnala.

  6                 MS. KHOUNNALA:  I think I will.

  7                 CHAIR LYNCH:  See what happens when you

  8   come over?

  9                 MR. LaSPINA:  Chair Lynch?

 10                 CHAIR LYNCH:  Yes.

 11                 MR. LaSPINA:  I would also recommend

 12   that you recognize the enormous efforts of Bill Moore

 13   in this development process.  He was immensely helpful

 14   in the numerous meetings we had with EPA and NMFS.

 15   Bill Moore of Ecology.

 16                 CHAIR LYNCH:  And we are not just saying

 17   this because you are here, Mr. Moore.

 18           Bill Moore is a true state treasure.  You have

 19   done great work for all of us in developing permits

 20   that are both workable and enforceable and good for

 21   the citizens of the state.  Thank you.

 22           And do we have any further business in front

 23   of the Council today?

 24           With that we are adjourned.  Thank you.

 25                      (Meeting adjourned 2:10 p.m.)
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 01          OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON, SEPTEMBER 16, 2014

 02                         1:33 P.M.

 03                           -O0O-

 04  

                      P R O C E E D I N G S

 05  

 06                CHAIR LYNCH:  Good afternoon.  Let's go

 07  ahead and get started.  Today is September 16th, 2014,

 08  in the regular council meeting for the Energy Facility

 09  Site Evaluation Council.

 10          Could we please have the Staff call the role?

 11                MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Commerce?

 12                MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  Liz Green-Taylor

 13  here.

 14                MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Ecology?

 15                CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Stephenson is excused.

 16                MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Fish &

 17  Wildlife?

 18                CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Stohr is excused.

 19                MS. WRASPIR:  Department of Natural

 20  Resources?

 21                MR. HAYES:  Andy Hayes is here.

 22                MS. WRASPIR:  Utilities and

 23  Transportation Commission?

 24                MR. MOSS:  Dennis Moss.

 25                MS. WRASPIR:  For local government and
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 01  state agencies, Department of Transportation?

 02                CHAIR LYNCH:  Department of

 03  Transportation, represented by Ms. Martinez, is

 04  excused.

 05                MS. WRASPIR:  City of Vancouver?

 06                MR. SNODGRASS:  Bryan Snodgrass on the

 07  phone.

 08                MS. WRASPIR:  Clark County?

 09                MR. SWANSON:  Jeff Swanson is on the

 10  phone.

 11                MS. WRASPIR:  Port of Vancouver?

 12                CHAIR LYNCH:  I haven't heard from

 13  Mr. Paulson, but I believe he would be here if

 14  possible, so unless we hear otherwise, he is excused.

 15                MS. WRASPIR:  And Chair?

 16                CHAIR LYNCH:  I am here, thank you.

 17                MS. WRASPIR:  Chair, there is a quorum.

 18                CHAIR LYNCH:  Let's go ahead and take a

 19  look at the agenda proposed for today and see if there

 20  are any proposed changes to that.

 21          And hearing none, let's go ahead and move

 22  forward.

 23          Before we take up the minutes, I will have --

 24  I will give a chance for those people who might be

 25  listening in on the phone to identify themselves for
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 01  the record.  You are not required to identify

 02  yourself, but I am offering that opportunity at this

 03  time.

 04          So does anybody listening in by phone care to

 05  identify themselves, who already has not identified

 06  themselves?

 07                MS. EDWARDS:  This Haley Edwards with

 08  Puget Sound Energy.

 09                MS. DIAZ:  Jennifer Diaz --

 10                UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  -- with Perkins

 11  Coie.

 12                MS. DIAZ:  -- with Puget Sound Energy.

 13                     (Simultaneous talking.)

 14                MS. CURRIE:  Natalie Currie with EDP

 15  Renewables.

 16                CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay.

 17                MS. ONATA:  Cherie Sonoda with

 18  Bonneville Power.

 19                CHAIR LYNCH:  And is there anybody else

 20  who would like to identify themselves for the record?

 21                MR. McMAHAN:  Tim McMahan with

 22  Stoel Rives.

 23                CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  So let's go

 24  ahead and look at the meeting minutes for the

 25  August 19th, 2014 meeting.  Are there any additions or
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 01  corrections to the minutes?

 02          I would entertain a motion for adoption of the

 03  August 19th, 2014 minutes.

 04                MR. MOSS:  I'll move motion -- I'll move

 05  the minutes, what was it, August 19th.

 06                CHAIR LYNCH:  Do I have a second?

 07                MR. HAYES:  Second.

 08                CHAIR LYNCH:  It's been moved and

 09  seconded that the Council approve the August 19, 2014

 10  minutes as submitted.  All those in favor say aye.

 11                MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

 12                CHAIR LYNCH:  Opposed?

 13          Motion carries.

 14          So let's go ahead and turn to the updates from

 15  our facilities.  We will start first with Kittitas

 16  Valley Wind Project.  Mr. Melbardis.

 17                MS. CURRIE:  Actually, this is Natalie

 18  Currie.  I am stepping in for Eric today.

 19          Good afternoon, everyone.  We have nothing

 20  nonroutine to report for the month of August.

 21                CHAIR LYNCH:  I'm sorry, could you say

 22  that one more time, please?  I didn't catch what you

 23  said.

 24                MS. CURRIE:  This is Natalie Currie.  I

 25  am stepping in for Eric today, for EDP Renewables, for
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 01  the Kittitas Valley Wind Power project.  We have

 02  nothing nonroutine to report for the month of August.

 03                CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay, thank you.

 04          Ms. Currie, how do you spell your last name?

 05                MS. CURRIE:  It's C-U-R-R-I-E.

 06                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

 07                MS. CURRIE:  Thank you so much.

 08                CHAIR LYNCH:  Does anyone have any

 09  questions for Ms. Currie?

 10          So let's go ahead and turn to the Chehalis

 11  Generation Facility.  We have Mr. Miller back with us.

 12  We are glad to see you again.

 13                MR. MILLER:  Thank you.

 14          Good afternoon, Chair Lynch and

 15  Councilmembers.  My name is Mark Miller.  I am the

 16  plant manager at the PacifiCorp Energy Chehalis

 17  Generation Facility.  We have no nonroutine comments

 18  to make this month.

 19          Are there any questions?

 20                CHAIR LYNCH:  I have one, Mr. Miller.  I

 21  just wanted to see where you are in terms of

 22  finalizing the mitigation proposal.

 23                MR. MILLER:  So we continue to assemble

 24  the quotes for the energy efficiency projects at the

 25  plant.  We fully intend -- and the engineering that
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 01  goes along with the vendors, for variable speed motor

 02  drives, VFDs, and lighting consultants.  When we have

 03  the full package together, I will set a meeting with

 04  Staff and come up and go over the package.  I intend

 05  to do that within the next six weeks or so.

 06                CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay, very good.

 07                MR. MILLER:  I can assure you that, as

 08  your desires have been put forth, all of the monies

 09  remaining will be committed prior to the end of the

 10  year.  Some of the projects may overlap into next

 11  year, much like the tons of CO2 that are being

 12  produced over a ten-year period, but we will have

 13  fulfilled the commitment.

 14                CHAIR LYNCH:  Good.  We are pleased that

 15  this is moving forward.

 16          Does anyone have any questions for Mr. Miller?

 17          Thank you, Mr. Miller.

 18                MR. MILLER:  Thank you.  Have a good

 19  day.

 20                CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Downen, we missed you

 21  as well last time.

 22                MR. DOWNEN:  Thank you, Chair Lynch,

 23  Council.  I am Rich Downen.  I am the plant manager at

 24  Grays Harbor Energy.  I was on vacation.  I would like

 25  to say that I missed you guys too, but...
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 01                CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Valensky did a very

 02  capable job in your absence.

 03                MR. DOWNEN:  He is very capable.

 04          The monthly report for Grays Harbor Energy for

 05  the month of August, I will only cover the nonroutine

 06  things.  First, one correction on site visits.  There

 07  was a visitor.  During our RATA test, which I will

 08  talk about in a second, the ORCAA representative was

 09  on site.  That was the week that I was on vacation.

 10  He did visit us.

 11          The other nonroutine things is we met with

 12  EFSEC staff, just starting to have a conversation

 13  about a continuous noise monitoring system.  And then

 14  the next item is that we did perform our annual

 15  Relative Accuracy Test Audit, which is the RATA test,

 16  on both combustion turbines, and on the Continuous

 17  Emissions Monitoring System, the CEMS system.  All the

 18  preliminary data indicates that those tests were

 19  successful.  We are waiting for a final report from

 20  the vendor that did that.

 21          That's all I have to report.

 22                CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  Any questions

 23  for Mr. Downen?

 24          Thank you, Mr. Downen.

 25          And I think I heard Ms. Diaz on the phone for
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 01  Puget Sound Energy and the Wild Horse Wind Project.

 02  Are you there, Ms. Diaz?

 03                MS. DIAZ:  I sure am.  Good afternoon,

 04  Chair Lynch and Councilmembers.  I am Jennifer Diaz,

 05  the environmental manager for Puget Sound Energy at

 06  the Wild Horse Wind and Solar Facility.

 07          I only have two nonroutine updates for the

 08  month of August.  Both fall under compliance and

 09  environmental heading.

 10          The first is repairs to raptor perch

 11  discouragers on two transmission line structures were

 12  completed.  The second is, in accordance with the

 13  Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, road culverts

 14  were inspected for signs of corrosion, sediment

 15  build-up and effectiveness, and cleaned/repaired, as

 16  needed.

 17          That's all I have.

 18                CHAIR LYNCH:  And I have a question for

 19  you.  The TAC has taken up the issue of those two

 20  golden eagles that were killed previously.

 21                MS. DIAZ:  The TAC, we had a meeting

 22  back in, I believe it was July, where we informed the

 23  TAC of the incident.  We are currently in the process

 24  of developing an eagle conservation plan, in

 25  consultation with U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.
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 01                CHAIR LYNCH:  That's what we had a

 02  report on at our last council meeting.  I was just

 03  wondering if the TAC was essentially just waiting for

 04  that effort to conclude?

 05                MS. DIAZ:  Yes.  We are still in the

 06  process.

 07                CHAIR LYNCH:  Okay, very good.

 08          Any questions for Ms. Diaz?

 09          Very good.  Thank you, Ms. Diaz.

 10                MS. DIAZ:  Thank you.

 11                CHAIR LYNCH:  And now if we could have

 12  an update on the Tesoro/Savage Vancouver Energy

 13  Distribution Terminal by our Staff, Ms. Bumpus.

 14                MR. BUMPUS:  Good afternoon, Chair Lynch

 15  and Councilmembers.  Thank you.  I just have one

 16  update for a couple of things for the application for

 17  site certification review, the SEPA environmental

 18  review and permits.

 19          For the application for site certification

 20  review, Cardno ENTRIX, EFSEC's independent consultant,

 21  provided their comments, their technical review

 22  comments of the ASC, the February 2014 supplemental

 23  ASC.  Those comments were provided to the applicant,

 24  and EFSEC is continuing to work with other assisting

 25  state agencies in review of the document.
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 01          For the SEPA environmental review, since the

 02  August council meeting update, the applicant submitted

 03  the remaining chapter materials for the preliminary

 04  draft EIS.  Cardno ENTRIX is currently reviewing and

 05  performing a gap analysis of those materials and EFSEC

 06  staff will continue to provide updates on that review

 07  as it progresses.

 08          For the stormwater NPDES construction and

 09  industrial permits, a letter was provided to the

 10  applicant on August 1st, with comments on those

 11  applications.  EFSEC is coordinating with the

 12  applicant to prepare responses and respond to those

 13  review comments right now.

 14          For the air permit, EFSEC received a revised

 15  notice of construction on August 11th, and we are

 16  working with the Department of Ecology Air Quality

 17  Program to perform a review of that application, so

 18  there will be more updates to come on that.

 19          That concludes my update.

 20                CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  I am pleased

 21  that Staff has received all of the information from

 22  the applicants, consultants, and that will hasten the

 23  review by our own consultant and staff.

 24          I just wanted to let the Councilmembers and

 25  the public know that, because this EIS will be issued
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 01  by EFSEC, we are the ones that are the issuing entity,

 02  I have discussed with our staff the need for our

 03  consultant, Cardno ENTRIX, to take a deliberate and

 04  thorough review of the material furnished by the

 05  applicant's consultant, and our consultant will be

 06  working under the direction of our Staff.

 07          I anticipate that this review, although it

 08  will be thorough and deliberative, it still at the

 09  same time can be efficiently conducted, but when time

 10  is needed to review something, I think it is important

 11  that we take the time that is needed to review a

 12  particular matter.  So I -- I am appreciative that we

 13  have the information available and everybody is

 14  working with -- as expeditiously as required under the

 15  circumstances.

 16          Any questions for Ms. Bumpus?

 17          Thank you.

 18                MR. BUMPUS:  Thank you.

 19                CHAIR LYNCH:  And at this time we will

 20  here from Ms. Khounnala from Energy Northwest, for WNP

 21  1 and 4.

 22                MS. KHOUNNALA:  Yes, Chair Lynch, thank

 23  you, and members of Council.  For the record, my name

 24  is Shannon Khounnala from Energy Northwest.  We will

 25  start today with the update for WNP 1 and 4.
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 01          As you see in your packet, our water rights

 02  application is advancing as expected.  As part of the

 03  application process, the Department of Ecology

 04  performs a site visit.  That site visit was conducted

 05  at the beginning of September, on September 3rd.  Both

 06  the Department of Energy and the Department of Ecology

 07  came to WNP 1 and 4, toured the facilities and heard

 08  our preliminary proposal for water distribution at the

 09  site, and then toured all of those facilities as well.

 10          They were very pleased with what they saw, in

 11  terms of infrastructure and the site itself, and did

 12  not leave with any questions or comments.  Provided

 13  any schedule changes, the Department of Ecology plans

 14  to issue a water rights permit sometime around the end

 15  of October.  Without any changes, that's what we can

 16  expect.

 17                CHAIR LYNCH:  Any questions for

 18  Ms. Khounnala regarding WNP 1 and 4?

 19          Thank you.

 20          Do you want to introduce who is with you at

 21  the microphone?

 22                MS. KHOUNNALA:  Absolutely.  This is

 23  Mr. Brad Barfuss.

 24                CHAIR LYNCH:  Welcome.

 25                MR. BARFUSS:  Thank you.
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 01                MS. KHOUNNALA:  Yes.

 02                CHAIR LYNCH:  And were you anticipating

 03  talking about the -- just the operational -- the WNP

 04  permit issuance or...

 05          Okay.  I think what we will do first is the

 06  operational update for the Columbia Generating

 07  Station.

 08                MS. KHOUNNALA:  Correct.

 09                CHAIR LYNCH:  Please, go ahead.

 10                MS. KHOUNNALA:  So in terms of Columbia

 11  Generating Station, there are no other nonroutine

 12  items to report, any other safety instances or

 13  regulatory issues to report for this council meeting.

 14                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

 15                MS. KHOUNNALA:  Thank you.

 16                CHAIR LYNCH:  Any questions about the

 17  operational update for the Columbia Generating

 18  Station?

 19          Mr. Barfuss, I think what I am going to do

 20  first is, as we turn to the final NPDES permit

 21  issuance, is get an update first from Mr. LaSpina, our

 22  staff, and then we will turn to you, and then we can

 23  hear from others.

 24                MR. BARFUSS:  Thank you.

 25                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.
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 01          Mr. LaSpina.

 02                MR. LaSPINA:  Thank you, Chair Lynch.

 03          The plan this afternoon is to -- I will give a

 04  very short update of the permit milestones, and then

 05  Mr. Vince McGowen, who is the ecology permit writer,

 06  will give some more information on the permit update.

 07  After that, Energy Northwest will offer remarks and

 08  the Council can ask questions at any time.

 09                CHAIR LYNCH:  Very good.  So please go

 10  ahead and start.

 11                MR. LASPINA:  Well, the current permit,

 12  EFSEC issued the current permit in May of 2006.  The

 13  permit was administratively extended in 2011.  The

 14  draft permit underwent public notice from February 3rd

 15  to April 18th of this year.  The public comment period

 16  was extended at the request of several commenters.

 17          I would like to introduce Mr. McGowen.

 18                CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. McGowen, the

 19  Department of Ecology, please introduce yourself and

 20  say what role you have had with this permit.

 21                MR. McGOWEN:  Good afternoon, Chair and

 22  Council.  My name is Vince McGowen, I'm with the

 23  Department of Ecology, and I was the permit writer for

 24  the NPDES permit for the Columbia Generating Station.

 25  What I would like to do is just give a brief summary
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 01  of the highlights of that permit.

 02          Jim mentioned the public comment period

 03  earlier this year.  I also wanted to mention there

 04  were past studies that informed this permit.  There

 05  was a mixing study, some groundwater studies and also

 06  a major infrastructure update, main steam condenser

 07  replacement, which influenced the permit.

 08          So after the -- during the public comment

 09  period, we received comments from ten entities.  The

 10  major topics included the cooling water intake

 11  structure, and how the water quality standards were

 12  addressed in the permit.  The final proposed permit

 13  has responses to comments received, and also the major

 14  change in response to comments was the addition of

 15  Condition S12 of the permit, with cooling water intake

 16  structure requirements.  The final permit also had the

 17  addition of whole effluent toxicity testing.  This was

 18  a result of some sample results that came in during

 19  the comment period.

 20          So the major updates to the permit were

 21  reporting requirements.  The new permit will have the

 22  facility reporting into Ecology's PARIS database

 23  system, which will also fulfill the requirements for

 24  reporting the information to EPA, and make them

 25  more -- make the information more publicly available.
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 01          Groundwater requirements, I am sure you

 02  probably heard earlier about the evaporative lagoon.

 03  It's either under construction or probably complete.

 04  That essentially removes the groundwater discharges

 05  from the facility.  There were also updates to the

 06  permit limits, so the levels for copper, temperature,

 07  chromium and zinc were all updated in this permit.  I

 08  mentioned also the whole effluent toxicity.

 09          And then of course the cooling water intake

 10  structure requirements.  Those were -- that was the

 11  major change from the draft permit.

 12          There are some new requirements.  Those

 13  requirements were -- they are based on best

 14  professional judgment.  There was a new rule that's

 15  applicable -- or will be applicable to the facility in

 16  the future.  The requirements were also informed by

 17  that rule that -- to prepare the facility for

 18  compliance with that rule when it is effective.

 19          The requirements in general include operations

 20  and maintenance requirements for the intake

 21  structures, some reporting requirements, and then also

 22  an entrainment study, to study the impact of --

 23  entrainment is the aquatic life that may get through

 24  the screens on the intakes into the facility, with the

 25  potential for an engineering study as well.
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 01          With that, I think I would just leave it open

 02  for questions or comments from the facility.

 03                CHAIR LYNCH:  Before we turn to comments

 04  from the facility, Mr. McGowen, would you say this is

 05  one of the most vigorously reviewed permits that you

 06  are aware of?

 07                MR. McGOWEN:  Yes, certainly in my

 08  experience, it has had quite a bit of review and

 09  input.  Ecology started working on this permit in the

 10  fall of 2012.  Early issues were around groundwater.

 11  We resolved a lot of those with a lot of coordination

 12  with numerous agencies.  And then over the past year,

 13  the cooling water intake structure has involved a lot

 14  of coordination with federal agencies, with EFSEC

 15  staff, folks at the AG's office, other folks within

 16  Ecology.  It certainly has been under a lot of

 17  scrutiny.  A lot of detailed analysis informs this

 18  permit, and I feel like it's a good permit.

 19                CHAIR LYNCH:  You are confident that

 20  the -- both -- that this permit meets both any

 21  scientific requirements and any legal requirements

 22  that would be out there?

 23                MR. McGOWEN:  Yes, the permit is written

 24  to meet all the federal and state requirements,

 25  particularly with the cooling water intake structure
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 01  requirements I mentioned.  Those were based on best

 02  professional judgment.  Certainly the science played a

 03  bigger role in those, in forming the exact nature of

 04  those requirements.  We considered both the current

 05  regulatory requirements, the scientific information

 06  that we had on the cooling water intake structures,

 07  the research that's out there in general on intake

 08  structures, and then also the future rule, preparing

 09  the facility for compliance with that.

 10                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

 11          Any other questions for this witness?

 12          Mr. Barfuss.

 13                MR. BARFUSS:  Chair Lynch, Council and

 14  members of EFSEC staff, my name is Brad Barfuss.  As

 15  the NPDES program owner, Energy Northwest, I would

 16  like to take the opportunity to provide a statement of

 17  support for the Columbia Generating Station NPDES

 18  permit that's up for vote today before the Council.

 19          As you are aware, Energy Northwest submitted

 20  an application for renewal of the NPDES permit in

 21  November 2010, and a supplemental application in

 22  December 2013, and various reviews of the draft permit

 23  since the original application.  We have reviewed the

 24  final proposed permit and fact sheet for accuracy and

 25  completeness and provided input to EFSEC staff.
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 01          Energy Northwest supports EFSEC Council action

 02  to approve the final proposed permit for Columbia

 03  Generating Station.  We are aware and appreciate the

 04  concern expressed by various federal agencies related

 05  to the Columbia Generating Station intake structure.

 06  We concur with the final draft of the NPDES permit

 07  that directs Energy Northwest to conduct a scientific

 08  study to determine the effectiveness of our intake

 09  structures against entraining fish.

 10          We intend to work with capable and respected

 11  scientific experts in the field and with agencies on

 12  the design and review of our study and the results.

 13  We believe transparent and collaborative effort will

 14  aid in future discussions related to the intake

 15  structure.  We appreciate the exceptional support of

 16  EFSEC and Ecology staff in preparing the permit and

 17  look forward to implementing the new conditions

 18  following EFSEC's vote today.

 19          Thank you.

 20                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you.

 21          Any Council questions for Mr. Barfuss?

 22          Mr. McGowen, why don't you hang tough there in

 23  case we have some questions for you during our Council

 24  discussion.

 25          So at this point in time, I would like for the
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 01  Council to discuss the current permit that's before

 02  us.  I think it has been, as Mr. McGowen has

 03  indicated, one of the most heavily reviewed permits,

 04  that I am aware of anyway, that has gone through

 05  Ecology.

 06          Mr. Stohr is not here, who represents the

 07  Department of Fish & Wildlife, but I believe our staff

 08  has talked to Mr. Stohr about his views about going

 09  forward with this permit.

 10          Mr. Posner; is that correct?

 11                MR. POSNER:  Yes, that is correct, Chair

 12  Lynch.  I spoke with Joe Stohr last week, and we

 13  discussed the permit.  He -- his comment was that he

 14  supported issuing this permit.  I have also spoken to

 15  Cullen Stephenson, the Ecology representative, and he

 16  also supported issuing the permit.

 17                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you, Mr. Posner.

 18          I would recommend that we move forward today

 19  with approval of this permit.  One of the things that

 20  really helped influence my decision is the information

 21  provided by Dr. Coutant, regarding the likelihood of

 22  fish being entrained or impinged through the current

 23  intake structure.  That seems very unlikely.  In fact,

 24  there has been no evidence of that ever happening,

 25  even though that intake structure has been in place
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 01  for a number of years.

 02          In fact, I was reading some of the reports

 03  provided to us this morning.  One of the points made

 04  by the Department of Fish and Wildlife, they were

 05  primarily concerned about the potential of upriver

 06  bright fall Chinook salmon being potentially entrained

 07  or impinged.  As they recognized, those are not a

 08  federally-protected species.

 09          I think it's very, very unlikely that any fish

 10  will be entrained or impinged, and the likelihood of

 11  endangered or threatened fish being entrained or

 12  impinged are even less likely under the current

 13  structure.  But just to add a degree of safety, we --

 14  the applicant has agreed to conduct the studies and

 15  come back and report to the Council, to see if in fact

 16  there has been any entrainment or impingement.  Not

 17  only are they going to be working with our Staff, but

 18  they will be working with National Marine Fishery

 19  Service and the Department of Fish and Wildlife, in

 20  preparation of those -- of how those -- and the design

 21  of those particular studies.

 22          I feel very confident that this particular

 23  permit is a strong improvement over the past permits,

 24  and the concerns raised by some groups out there just

 25  don't seem to -- in my mind, to be justified in terms
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 01  of either the law or the science.  I feel very

 02  confident about us moving forward on this.

 03          I would like to take the thoughts of the other

 04  Councilmembers at this time.

 05          Mr. Hayes.

 06                MR. HAYES:  Thank you, Chair.

 07          I would just like to thank Staff and

 08  Mr. McGowen for your hard work on this permit.  I can

 09  tell this is a complicated permit, there was a lot of

 10  technical information.  I appreciate both the work you

 11  have done, and I think very clear documentation of the

 12  process and some of the discussion around some of the

 13  issues that were brought up by external parties and

 14  folks who have been involved with this.

 15          Based on what I have read, I feel satisfied

 16  with the way in which the comments have been

 17  addressed, and I am ready to support this permit.

 18                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you, Mr. Hayes.

 19          Mr. Moss.

 20                MR. MOSS:  I would just briefly echo

 21  Mr. Hayes' comments.  I too have looked at this

 22  documentation, read a fair amount of it, and found it

 23  very thorough, well written.  It was something that

 24  provides a high level of comfort and satisfaction in

 25  the work that EFSEC is doing in cooperation with

�0025

 01  Ecology and with the applicant to produce a permit

 02  that I think is -- I don't know if it's an appropriate

 03  way to phrase it or not, but state of the art.  It's

 04  really a nice piece of work.  I would be prepared to

 05  support a motion for its approval.

 06                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you, Mr. Moss.

 07          Ms. Green-Taylor.

 08                MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I agree, Chair.

 09  Thank you.  In particular I appreciate the care with

 10  which the permit developers have responded to each of

 11  the comments with good information and technical

 12  documentation.  While it appears to me, from a

 13  layman's point of view, that it is -- it seems

 14  extremely unlikely that given the depth and the speed

 15  of the current in the Columbia River, that fish would

 16  be caught in the intake structure.  I appreciate that

 17  there is a willingness to do a really thorough study

 18  of that, and I am looking forward to hearing what the

 19  results of that are.

 20          I am also in favor of going forward with the

 21  permit.

 22                CHAIR LYNCH:  Thank you very much.

 23          When I say you have the vote, you shouldn't

 24  talk, but I'm going to just talk a little bit longer,

 25  and that's just to recognize that the -- I just want
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 01  to get on the record that this intake structure is in

 02  the middle of the bottom of the river.  Concerns about

 03  emerging fish or fish eggs, I think people just need

 04  to recognize that the water column itself is an

 05  important factor to be considered when looking at the

 06  potential to impinge or entrain fish.

 07          Redds are not built by fish in the middle of

 08  the bottom of a river, they are built on the sides of

 09  the river.  Emergent fish tend to stay along the

 10  shoreline because the fish are smaller and they don't

 11  want to be carried out into the bigger current, and

 12  also that's where the predators are.  They stay along

 13  the shoreline, they are more likely to find refuge,

 14  and they are also likely to find food.

 15          So the potential for -- I guess when I'm

 16  thinking about it, if you have an egg or a fish that

 17  would -- somehow would be bumping along the middle of

 18  the bottom of the Columbia River and then have the

 19  ability to dive into one of these openings, this is a

 20  fish that's probably not going to survive anyway.

 21  It's hard for me to imagine that scenario happening.

 22          I just wanted to get on the record the concept

 23  of, it's not just only what segment of the river the

 24  intake structure is located, it's also, you have to

 25  consider where in the water column that this intake

�0027

 01  structure is.  Given all of that information, I feel

 02  very confident that this permit can move forward.

 03          So at this point in time, I would entertain a

 04  motion for the -- oh, before I call for the vote, I

 05  think it's important to recognize all the hard work of

 06  all the people who worked on this particular permit.

 07  Not only our Staff, Ecology Staff, Fish and Wildlife

 08  Staff, the AG's office.  Not only did we have our own

 09  AGs, Mr. Faller and Ms. Essko, working on this, but

 10  Mr. North, Ms. Barney have also provided a great deal

 11  of work on this particular permit.  That good work

 12  should be recognized.

 13          At this point in time I will entertain a

 14  motion for passage of this permit.

 15                MR. MOSS:  Chair Lynch, I would move

 16  that the Council approve the NPDES Permit No.

 17  WA-002515-1 for Columbia Generating Station in its

 18  current form, after its two years of careful

 19  development.

 20                CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Moss has moved for

 21  Council passage of this permit.  Do I have a second?

 22                MR. HAYES:  Chair, I will second that

 23  motion.

 24                CHAIR LYNCH:  Mr. Hayes has seconded the

 25  motion.  All in favor say aye.
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 01                MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

 02          Opposed?

 03          Motion carries.

 04          Very good.  You should come over more often,

 05  Ms. Khounnala.

 06                MS. KHOUNNALA:  I think I will.

 07                CHAIR LYNCH:  See what happens when you

 08  come over?

 09                MR. LaSPINA:  Chair Lynch?

 10                CHAIR LYNCH:  Yes.

 11                MR. LaSPINA:  I would also recommend

 12  that you recognize the enormous efforts of Bill Moore

 13  in this development process.  He was immensely helpful

 14  in the numerous meetings we had with EPA and NMFS.

 15  Bill Moore of Ecology.

 16                CHAIR LYNCH:  And we are not just saying

 17  this because you are here, Mr. Moore.

 18          Bill Moore is a true state treasure.  You have

 19  done great work for all of us in developing permits

 20  that are both workable and enforceable and good for

 21  the citizens of the state.  Thank you.

 22          And do we have any further business in front

 23  of the Council today?

 24          With that we are adjourned.  Thank you.

 25                     (Meeting adjourned 2:10 p.m.)
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