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  1              OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON; MARCH 19, 2019

  2                           1:30 P.M.

  3                            --o0o--

  4                     P R O C E E D I N G S

  5

  6               CHAIR DREW:  Good afternoon.  This is

  7   Kathleen Drew, Chair of the Energy Facility Site

  8   Evaluation Council, and this meeting will come to order.

  9   We'll start with the roll call.

 10               MS. MASTRO:  Department of Commerce?

 11               MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  Liz Green-Taylor, here.

 12               MS. MASTRO:  Department of Ecology?

 13               MR. STEPHENSON:  Cullen Stephenson, here.

 14               MS. MASTRO:  Fish & Wildlife?

 15               MR. LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston, here, on

 16   the phone.

 17               MS. MASTRO:  Department of Natural

 18   Resources?

 19               MR. SIEMANN:  Dan Siemann is here on the

 20   phone.

 21               MS. MASTRO:  Utilities and Transportation

 22   Commission?

 23               MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster, here.

 24               MS. MASTRO:  Chair, there is a quorum of the

 25   EFSEC Council.
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  1               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

  2               Are there other people who are on the phone

  3   who would like to introduce themselves?

  4               MR. SHERMAN:  This is Bill Sherman from the

  5   Attorney General's Office as counsel for The

  6   Environment.

  7               CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  So moving on to the

  8   proposed agenda.  Is there a motion to adopt the agenda?

  9               MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I will move to adopt the

 10   agenda.

 11               CHAIR DREW:  Second?

 12               MR. STEPHENSON:  I'll second.

 13               CHAIR DREW:  All those in favor?

 14               COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

 15               CHAIR DREW:  Opposed?  The agenda is

 16   adopted.

 17               And now for the meeting minutes from January

 18   15th, which was our last regular meeting.  You have them

 19   in your packets.  They were sent to you electronically.

 20   Is there a motion to approve the meeting minutes from

 21   January 15th, 2019?

 22               MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I move to adopt the

 23   minutes from January 15th, 2019.

 24               CHAIR DREW:  Second?

 25               MR. STEPHENSON:  I'll second.
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  1               CHAIR DREW:  Are there any -- is there any

  2   discussion or errors or changes?  Hearing none, all

  3   those in favor of adopting the minutes from January

  4   15th, say "aye."

  5               COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

  6               CHAIR DREW:  All those opposed?  Meeting

  7   minutes are adopted.

  8               Moving on to the operational updates.  We'll

  9   start with Kittitas Valley Wind Project.

 10               MR. MELBARDIS:  Good afternoon.  This is

 11   Eric Melbardis with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas

 12   Valley Wind Power Project.  You should have two project

 13   updates in your packets, but over both periods, we had

 14   nothing out of the ordinary to report.

 15               CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you, Eric.

 16               Wild Horse Wind Power Project, Ms. Diaz, in

 17   person.

 18               MS. DIAZ:  All right.  There we are.  All

 19   right.  For the record, my name is Jennifer Diaz.  I'm

 20   with Puget Sound Energy for the Wild Horse Wind

 21   Facility.  And other than snow removal in January and

 22   February, we have nothing nonroutine to report for the

 23   month.

 24               CHAIR DREW:  Is the snow removed?

 25               MS. DIAZ:  No.  Well, from the roads, yes.
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  1   It's still on site.

  2               CHAIR DREW:  It's still on the site.

  3               MS. DIAZ:  Yeah, it probably will be for

  4   another few weeks.

  5               CHAIR DREW:  You had that much?

  6               MS. DIAZ:  We did, yeah.  Quite a bit of

  7   drifting.

  8               CHAIR DREW:  A high year for you?

  9               MS. DIAZ:  Yes, it was.

 10               CHAIR DREW:  Well, thank you.  Good to see

 11   you.

 12               MS. DIAZ:  Thank you.

 13               CHAIR DREW:  Moving on to Grays Harbor

 14   Energy Center.

 15               MR. SHERIN:  Good afternoon, Chair Drew and

 16   Councilmembers.  I'm Chris Sherin, the plant manager at

 17   Grays Harbor Energy Center.  For January, the only

 18   nonroutine item I'll mention is that we did schedule

 19   RATA for February 27th and 28th, which in February, we

 20   rescheduled to March 13th and 14th due to pipeline,

 21   scheduled pipeline maintenance.  And it will be in that

 22   next -- this month's report, but we did do that testing

 23   last week and it was successful.

 24               CHAIR DREW:  Great.

 25               MR. SHERIN:  Also in February, the Office of
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  1   the State Fire Marshal inspector was out to complete our

  2   reinspection, and Ms. Kidder, EFSEC Staff member, was

  3   also in attendance for that reinspection.  That's all I

  4   have.  Thank you.

  5               CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.

  6               Chehalis Generation Facility?

  7               MR. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Chair Drew and

  8   Council.  I'm Jeremy Smith.  I'm the environmental

  9   analyst for the Chehalis Power Plant.  For Chehalis, we

 10   do not have any abnormal reports for the month of

 11   February.

 12               CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.

 13               Columbia Solar Project, Ms. Kidder?

 14               MS. KIDDER:  Thank you, Chair Drew.  Good

 15   afternoon, Chair Drew and Councilmembers.  For the

 16   record, my name is Ami Kidder.  I just have a quick

 17   update for you on the Columbia Solar Project.  Since the

 18   Council meeting in January, Staff have continued

 19   coordination with our contractors at Ecology to continue

 20   establishment of appropriate mitigation and monitoring

 21   for impacts as directed in the SCA and MDNS.

 22               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 23               Desert Claim, Ms. Moon?

 24               MS. MOON:  Good afternoon, Council Chair

 25   Drew and Councilmembers.  For the record, this is Amy
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  1   Moon, and I am providing an update for the Desert Claim

  2   Project.  EFSEC Staff continue to coordinate with Desert

  3   Claim working toward a construction date of 2021, and I

  4   have no further updates at this time.

  5               CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.

  6               WNP-1/4?

  7               MS. RAMOS:  Good afternoon, Chair Drew and

  8   Councilmembers.  This is Mary Ramos reporting for Energy

  9   Northwest.  For WNP-1/4, there are no updates to report.

 10               CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.  And for

 11   Columbia Generating Station.

 12               MS. RAMOS:  For Columbia Generating Station,

 13   I have two topics to update.  First, is a transformer

 14   oil spill at Columbia.  On February 27th of this year,

 15   Energy Northwest received a letter from Washington State

 16   Department of Ecology regarding the transformer oil

 17   spill at Columbia.  The letter states that Ecology is

 18   not requiring additional follow-up regarding the spill

 19   event, and the dangerous waste compliance investigation

 20   is closed.  The transformer repair has been included in

 21   our upcoming outage, which is scheduled from May 11th

 22   through June 15th.

 23               And then my next update is regarding the

 24   fire inspection at Columbia.  On the 26th of February,

 25   Energy Northwest provided a follow-up response to the
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  1   State Fire Marshal regarding the fire inspection of

  2   non-power block facilities at Columbia.

  3               CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Are there any questions?

  4               Thank you.

  5               And, Ms. Moon?

  6               MS. MOON:  Thank you, Chair Drew.  For the

  7   record, again, this is Amy Moon, and I am providing an

  8   update for Columbia Generating Station.  I have two

  9   issues.  One, as Mary just spoke about, the transformer

 10   release.  I'm just going to give a little more

 11   information on that.

 12               Energy Northwest contractors performed a

 13   cleanup of the leaking transformer oil on January 21st.

 14   Mineral oil contaminated soil was removed and

 15   verification samples of the remaining soil did not

 16   detect PCBs.  At the January 15th, 2019 Council meeting,

 17   Councilmember Stephenson asked if there is a concrete

 18   floor associated with the approximately 18-inch concrete

 19   berm that surrounds the transformer yard.  The

 20   contractor dug to an approximate depth of two feet and

 21   was unable to find a concrete liner.

 22               Councilmember Stephenson also asked how

 23   Energy Northwest determined that there's no water

 24   contamination associated with the transformer leak.

 25   Inspection of the underground -- well, the UIC wells
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  1   within the vicinity of the transformer, which is

  2   approximately 44 feet to the west is one well and 89

  3   feet to the north is the other closest well, that's

  4   being done weekly to look for oily sheen, and no sheen

  5   has been observed.  Do you have any questions on that?

  6               CHAIR DREW:  No questions.  Thank you.

  7               MS. MOON:  Okay.  And then I have an update

  8   on the NPDES Permit modification for Columbia Generating

  9   Station.  As you recall, at the January 15th, 2019 EFSEC

 10   Council meeting, Staff presented the draft National

 11   Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit

 12   modification for the Columbia Generating Station, which

 13   is known as CGS, if I use that acronym, and that's

 14   Amendment No. 2.

 15               The proposed NPDES Permit modification was

 16   to allow for a continuous halogenation/dehalogenation

 17   process to improve inhibition of biological fouling of

 18   the circulating water and plant service water systems at

 19   CGS.

 20               The Council made a tentative determination

 21   for approval of the draft NPDES Permit and subsequently

 22   conducted a public comment period from January 19th to

 23   February 22nd, 2019.  Additionally, a public hearing was

 24   held by the Council on February 19th in Olympia.  The

 25   hearing was originally scheduled in Kennewick but was
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  1   moved to Olympia due to inclement weather.  No comments

  2   were received during the public comment period or at the

  3   public hearing.

  4               With no comments received on the draft

  5   permit modification, EFSEC Staff have prepared the final

  6   Permit Amendment No. 2.  And the only change to the

  7   permit documents presented to the Council at the January

  8   15th Council meeting and those presented to the public

  9   is that EFSEC Staff have added an errata sheet

 10   documenting the rescheduling of the public hearing and

 11   correcting three broken web links that are now all

 12   corrected in the final NPDES Permit documents.

 13               So at this time, Staff are now requesting

 14   the Council take action to approve the NPDES Permit

 15   Modification Amendment No. 2.  In EFSEC's regulations,

 16   WAC 463-76-062(5) state that for existing facilities

 17   under the jurisdiction of the Council, modifications of

 18   the NPDES Permit shall be effective when approved by the

 19   Council and signed by the Council Chair.  If the Council

 20   approves a permit modification, the Council Chair will

 21   sign and the permit can go into effect immediately.  Do

 22   you have any questions about the permit?

 23               CHAIR DREW:  Are there any questions about

 24   the permit?

 25               MS. BUMPUS:  Chair Drew, I just wanted to
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  1   add that the -- the NPDES Permit documents are all in

  2   your packets.

  3               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

  4               I know everybody looked at the proposed --

  5   the draft permit before the January meeting, and then we

  6   had the hearing in February, so I think you're all

  7   pretty familiar with what's in front of us.  So

  8   without -- if there aren't any questions, if someone

  9   would like to make a motion to approve?  Okay.

 10               MR. STEPHENSON:  I will move to approve the

 11   NPDES Permit Modification Amendment No. 2 for Columbia

 12   Generating Station.

 13               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 14               MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I will second that

 15   motion.

 16               CHAIR DREW:  Any discussion?  All those in

 17   favor, please say "aye."

 18               COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

 19               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  The NPDES Permit

 20   No. 2 for Columbia Generating Station is approved.

 21               Now I will say that we have a few

 22   announcements to make and a resolution to consider.

 23   First I'll start with the announcements.  The

 24   announcements are that, of course, Stephen Posner has

 25   decided to retire, for which we're all a little sorry,
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  1   and we can talk about that, but his last day will be

  2   April 4th in the office?

  3               MR. POSNER:  5th.

  4               CHAIR DREW:  5th.  I'm kicking him out a day

  5   early.  Not really.  And I also want to announce that I

  6   think you all know, but Sonia Bumpus will be our new

  7   EFSEC manager, and she's already started training with

  8   Stephen.  Of course you know they've worked very closely

  9   together over the past few years, so we're expecting a

 10   smooth transition and for Stephen to leave his current

 11   phone number on for a while.

 12               And we have also named Ami Kidder as the new

 13   siting and compliance manager, so congratulations to

 14   Ami.  And we're in the process of interviewing for

 15   another siting specialist.  So a lot of changes here at

 16   EFSEC, but first of all, I'd like us to take up our

 17   resolution.

 18               And I may do a full reading of it after the

 19   meeting, and we don't -- but it is resolution No. 345,

 20   commending the services of EFSEC manager, Stephen

 21   Posner.  And a number of very good descriptive whereas

 22   clauses with -- Stephen's worried.

 23               Now therefore be it resolved that the Energy

 24   Facility Site Evaluation Council hereby recognizes

 25   Stephen Posner's outstanding and faithful contribution
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  1   to the Council's siting and regulatory activities and

  2   gratefully expresses its gratitude for the commitment,

  3   dedication, effort, and hair loss he has shown over the

  4   past 12 years and 6 months.

  5               So is there a motion to vote on the

  6   resolution No. 345?

  7               MR. STEPHENSON:  Chair Drew, having read the

  8   resolution myself and seeing that all Councilmembers

  9   have signed it, I will move that we approve this

 10   resolution.

 11               MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I will second the motion.

 12               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 13               All those in favor, please say "aye."

 14               COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

 15               CHAIR DREW:  All those opposed?  This one's

 16   going to get the gavel.  The resolution is adopted.  I

 17   do want to say as still a very new Chair of this

 18   Council, that I could not have come into this position

 19   with the -- without such a strong leader as Stephen has

 20   been to the EFSEC Staff and as manager.

 21               And for the many, many conversations and

 22   discussions and education, every time I had a question,

 23   which trust me, there were many, Stephen, you've just

 24   been the most patient in getting me up to speed with my

 25   learning curve, but also I very much appreciate how
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  1   great a colleague you've been in working as a partner as

  2   we've looked at some -- quite a bit of new activities.

  3   And you -- you just have been a tremendous leader, and I

  4   have benefitted greatly from your leadership.  And I

  5   want to thank you and wish you many good golf games in

  6   the future.

  7               MR. POSNER:  Well, thank you very much for

  8   those very kind words.  And it's -- it's very rewarding

  9   to be receiving a resolution, considering how many I've

 10   been involved in writing for other people.  I'll finally

 11   get my own.  So I'm really looking forward to that.

 12               And I just would like to thank the Council,

 13   the folks that are here in front of us, but other

 14   Councilmembers who have been here and who have left.

 15   And there have been many.  They have all provided a lot

 16   of valuable input and helped me in doing my job better,

 17   and I really appreciate the support and the guidance the

 18   Council has provided to me.

 19               And then also the Staff, every one of them,

 20   all the folks sitting here and past Staff.  You know,

 21   we're a very small group.  Everybody works very hard

 22   and, you know, it's the accomplishments, my

 23   accomplishments are, you know, are made up of efforts of

 24   all of us.  So -- and I think that's the way it works

 25   here.
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  1               And so it's been a great place to work.

  2   I've met a lot of interesting people.  And I wish you

  3   all the best of luck and look forward to staying in

  4   touch in the future.

  5               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

  6               MR. POSNER:  Thank you very much.

  7               CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Well, with that,

  8   our meeting is adjourned.

  9                   (Adjourned at 1:49 p.m.)
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  1                     C E R T I F I C A T E

  2

  3   STATE OF WASHINGTON

  4   COUNTY OF THURSTON

  5

  6          I, Tayler Garlinghouse, a Certified Shorthand

  7   Reporter in and for the State of Washington, hereby

  8   certify that the foregoing transcript is true and

  9   accurate to the best of my knowledge, skill, and

 10   ability.

 11

 12                        _______________________________

 13                        Tayler Garlinghouse, CCR 3358
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 01             OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON; MARCH 19, 2019

 02                          1:30 P.M.

 03                           --o0o--

 04                    P R O C E E D I N G S

 05  

 06              CHAIR DREW:  Good afternoon.  This is

 07  Kathleen Drew, Chair of the Energy Facility Site

 08  Evaluation Council, and this meeting will come to order.

 09  We'll start with the roll call.

 10              MS. MASTRO:  Department of Commerce?

 11              MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  Liz Green-Taylor, here.

 12              MS. MASTRO:  Department of Ecology?

 13              MR. STEPHENSON:  Cullen Stephenson, here.

 14              MS. MASTRO:  Fish & Wildlife?

 15              MR. LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston, here, on

 16  the phone.

 17              MS. MASTRO:  Department of Natural

 18  Resources?

 19              MR. SIEMANN:  Dan Siemann is here on the

 20  phone.

 21              MS. MASTRO:  Utilities and Transportation

 22  Commission?

 23              MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster, here.

 24              MS. MASTRO:  Chair, there is a quorum of the

 25  EFSEC Council.
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 01              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 02              Are there other people who are on the phone

 03  who would like to introduce themselves?

 04              MR. SHERMAN:  This is Bill Sherman from the

 05  Attorney General's Office as counsel for The

 06  Environment.

 07              CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  So moving on to the

 08  proposed agenda.  Is there a motion to adopt the agenda?

 09              MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I will move to adopt the

 10  agenda.

 11              CHAIR DREW:  Second?

 12              MR. STEPHENSON:  I'll second.

 13              CHAIR DREW:  All those in favor?

 14              COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

 15              CHAIR DREW:  Opposed?  The agenda is

 16  adopted.

 17              And now for the meeting minutes from January

 18  15th, which was our last regular meeting.  You have them

 19  in your packets.  They were sent to you electronically.

 20  Is there a motion to approve the meeting minutes from

 21  January 15th, 2019?

 22              MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I move to adopt the

 23  minutes from January 15th, 2019.

 24              CHAIR DREW:  Second?

 25              MR. STEPHENSON:  I'll second.
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 01              CHAIR DREW:  Are there any -- is there any

 02  discussion or errors or changes?  Hearing none, all

 03  those in favor of adopting the minutes from January

 04  15th, say "aye."

 05              COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

 06              CHAIR DREW:  All those opposed?  Meeting

 07  minutes are adopted.

 08              Moving on to the operational updates.  We'll

 09  start with Kittitas Valley Wind Project.

 10              MR. MELBARDIS:  Good afternoon.  This is

 11  Eric Melbardis with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas

 12  Valley Wind Power Project.  You should have two project

 13  updates in your packets, but over both periods, we had

 14  nothing out of the ordinary to report.

 15              CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you, Eric.

 16              Wild Horse Wind Power Project, Ms. Diaz, in

 17  person.

 18              MS. DIAZ:  All right.  There we are.  All

 19  right.  For the record, my name is Jennifer Diaz.  I'm

 20  with Puget Sound Energy for the Wild Horse Wind

 21  Facility.  And other than snow removal in January and

 22  February, we have nothing nonroutine to report for the

 23  month.

 24              CHAIR DREW:  Is the snow removed?

 25              MS. DIAZ:  No.  Well, from the roads, yes.
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 01  It's still on site.

 02              CHAIR DREW:  It's still on the site.

 03              MS. DIAZ:  Yeah, it probably will be for

 04  another few weeks.

 05              CHAIR DREW:  You had that much?

 06              MS. DIAZ:  We did, yeah.  Quite a bit of

 07  drifting.

 08              CHAIR DREW:  A high year for you?

 09              MS. DIAZ:  Yes, it was.

 10              CHAIR DREW:  Well, thank you.  Good to see

 11  you.

 12              MS. DIAZ:  Thank you.

 13              CHAIR DREW:  Moving on to Grays Harbor

 14  Energy Center.

 15              MR. SHERIN:  Good afternoon, Chair Drew and

 16  Councilmembers.  I'm Chris Sherin, the plant manager at

 17  Grays Harbor Energy Center.  For January, the only

 18  nonroutine item I'll mention is that we did schedule

 19  RATA for February 27th and 28th, which in February, we

 20  rescheduled to March 13th and 14th due to pipeline,

 21  scheduled pipeline maintenance.  And it will be in that

 22  next -- this month's report, but we did do that testing

 23  last week and it was successful.

 24              CHAIR DREW:  Great.

 25              MR. SHERIN:  Also in February, the Office of
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 01  the State Fire Marshal inspector was out to complete our

 02  reinspection, and Ms. Kidder, EFSEC Staff member, was

 03  also in attendance for that reinspection.  That's all I

 04  have.  Thank you.

 05              CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.

 06              Chehalis Generation Facility?

 07              MR. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Chair Drew and

 08  Council.  I'm Jeremy Smith.  I'm the environmental

 09  analyst for the Chehalis Power Plant.  For Chehalis, we

 10  do not have any abnormal reports for the month of

 11  February.

 12              CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.

 13              Columbia Solar Project, Ms. Kidder?

 14              MS. KIDDER:  Thank you, Chair Drew.  Good

 15  afternoon, Chair Drew and Councilmembers.  For the

 16  record, my name is Ami Kidder.  I just have a quick

 17  update for you on the Columbia Solar Project.  Since the

 18  Council meeting in January, Staff have continued

 19  coordination with our contractors at Ecology to continue

 20  establishment of appropriate mitigation and monitoring

 21  for impacts as directed in the SCA and MDNS.

 22              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 23              Desert Claim, Ms. Moon?

 24              MS. MOON:  Good afternoon, Council Chair

 25  Drew and Councilmembers.  For the record, this is Amy
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 01  Moon, and I am providing an update for the Desert Claim

 02  Project.  EFSEC Staff continue to coordinate with Desert

 03  Claim working toward a construction date of 2021, and I

 04  have no further updates at this time.

 05              CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.

 06              WNP-1/4?

 07              MS. RAMOS:  Good afternoon, Chair Drew and

 08  Councilmembers.  This is Mary Ramos reporting for Energy

 09  Northwest.  For WNP-1/4, there are no updates to report.

 10              CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.  And for

 11  Columbia Generating Station.

 12              MS. RAMOS:  For Columbia Generating Station,

 13  I have two topics to update.  First, is a transformer

 14  oil spill at Columbia.  On February 27th of this year,

 15  Energy Northwest received a letter from Washington State

 16  Department of Ecology regarding the transformer oil

 17  spill at Columbia.  The letter states that Ecology is

 18  not requiring additional follow-up regarding the spill

 19  event, and the dangerous waste compliance investigation

 20  is closed.  The transformer repair has been included in

 21  our upcoming outage, which is scheduled from May 11th

 22  through June 15th.

 23              And then my next update is regarding the

 24  fire inspection at Columbia.  On the 26th of February,

 25  Energy Northwest provided a follow-up response to the
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 01  State Fire Marshal regarding the fire inspection of

 02  non-power block facilities at Columbia.

 03              CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Are there any questions?

 04              Thank you.

 05              And, Ms. Moon?

 06              MS. MOON:  Thank you, Chair Drew.  For the

 07  record, again, this is Amy Moon, and I am providing an

 08  update for Columbia Generating Station.  I have two

 09  issues.  One, as Mary just spoke about, the transformer

 10  release.  I'm just going to give a little more

 11  information on that.

 12              Energy Northwest contractors performed a

 13  cleanup of the leaking transformer oil on January 21st.

 14  Mineral oil contaminated soil was removed and

 15  verification samples of the remaining soil did not

 16  detect PCBs.  At the January 15th, 2019 Council meeting,

 17  Councilmember Stephenson asked if there is a concrete

 18  floor associated with the approximately 18-inch concrete

 19  berm that surrounds the transformer yard.  The

 20  contractor dug to an approximate depth of two feet and

 21  was unable to find a concrete liner.

 22              Councilmember Stephenson also asked how

 23  Energy Northwest determined that there's no water

 24  contamination associated with the transformer leak.

 25  Inspection of the underground -- well, the UIC wells
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 01  within the vicinity of the transformer, which is

 02  approximately 44 feet to the west is one well and 89

 03  feet to the north is the other closest well, that's

 04  being done weekly to look for oily sheen, and no sheen

 05  has been observed.  Do you have any questions on that?

 06              CHAIR DREW:  No questions.  Thank you.

 07              MS. MOON:  Okay.  And then I have an update

 08  on the NPDES Permit modification for Columbia Generating

 09  Station.  As you recall, at the January 15th, 2019 EFSEC

 10  Council meeting, Staff presented the draft National

 11  Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit

 12  modification for the Columbia Generating Station, which

 13  is known as CGS, if I use that acronym, and that's

 14  Amendment No. 2.

 15              The proposed NPDES Permit modification was

 16  to allow for a continuous halogenation/dehalogenation

 17  process to improve inhibition of biological fouling of

 18  the circulating water and plant service water systems at

 19  CGS.

 20              The Council made a tentative determination

 21  for approval of the draft NPDES Permit and subsequently

 22  conducted a public comment period from January 19th to

 23  February 22nd, 2019.  Additionally, a public hearing was

 24  held by the Council on February 19th in Olympia.  The

 25  hearing was originally scheduled in Kennewick but was
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 01  moved to Olympia due to inclement weather.  No comments

 02  were received during the public comment period or at the

 03  public hearing.

 04              With no comments received on the draft

 05  permit modification, EFSEC Staff have prepared the final

 06  Permit Amendment No. 2.  And the only change to the

 07  permit documents presented to the Council at the January

 08  15th Council meeting and those presented to the public

 09  is that EFSEC Staff have added an errata sheet

 10  documenting the rescheduling of the public hearing and

 11  correcting three broken web links that are now all

 12  corrected in the final NPDES Permit documents.

 13              So at this time, Staff are now requesting

 14  the Council take action to approve the NPDES Permit

 15  Modification Amendment No. 2.  In EFSEC's regulations,

 16  WAC 463-76-062(5) state that for existing facilities

 17  under the jurisdiction of the Council, modifications of

 18  the NPDES Permit shall be effective when approved by the

 19  Council and signed by the Council Chair.  If the Council

 20  approves a permit modification, the Council Chair will

 21  sign and the permit can go into effect immediately.  Do

 22  you have any questions about the permit?

 23              CHAIR DREW:  Are there any questions about

 24  the permit?

 25              MS. BUMPUS:  Chair Drew, I just wanted to
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 01  add that the -- the NPDES Permit documents are all in

 02  your packets.

 03              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 04              I know everybody looked at the proposed --

 05  the draft permit before the January meeting, and then we

 06  had the hearing in February, so I think you're all

 07  pretty familiar with what's in front of us.  So

 08  without -- if there aren't any questions, if someone

 09  would like to make a motion to approve?  Okay.

 10              MR. STEPHENSON:  I will move to approve the

 11  NPDES Permit Modification Amendment No. 2 for Columbia

 12  Generating Station.

 13              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 14              MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I will second that

 15  motion.

 16              CHAIR DREW:  Any discussion?  All those in

 17  favor, please say "aye."

 18              COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

 19              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  The NPDES Permit

 20  No. 2 for Columbia Generating Station is approved.

 21              Now I will say that we have a few

 22  announcements to make and a resolution to consider.

 23  First I'll start with the announcements.  The

 24  announcements are that, of course, Stephen Posner has

 25  decided to retire, for which we're all a little sorry,

�0013

 01  and we can talk about that, but his last day will be

 02  April 4th in the office?

 03              MR. POSNER:  5th.

 04              CHAIR DREW:  5th.  I'm kicking him out a day

 05  early.  Not really.  And I also want to announce that I

 06  think you all know, but Sonia Bumpus will be our new

 07  EFSEC manager, and she's already started training with

 08  Stephen.  Of course you know they've worked very closely

 09  together over the past few years, so we're expecting a

 10  smooth transition and for Stephen to leave his current

 11  phone number on for a while.

 12              And we have also named Ami Kidder as the new

 13  siting and compliance manager, so congratulations to

 14  Ami.  And we're in the process of interviewing for

 15  another siting specialist.  So a lot of changes here at

 16  EFSEC, but first of all, I'd like us to take up our

 17  resolution.

 18              And I may do a full reading of it after the

 19  meeting, and we don't -- but it is resolution No. 345,

 20  commending the services of EFSEC manager, Stephen

 21  Posner.  And a number of very good descriptive whereas

 22  clauses with -- Stephen's worried.

 23              Now therefore be it resolved that the Energy

 24  Facility Site Evaluation Council hereby recognizes

 25  Stephen Posner's outstanding and faithful contribution
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 01  to the Council's siting and regulatory activities and

 02  gratefully expresses its gratitude for the commitment,

 03  dedication, effort, and hair loss he has shown over the

 04  past 12 years and 6 months.

 05              So is there a motion to vote on the

 06  resolution No. 345?

 07              MR. STEPHENSON:  Chair Drew, having read the

 08  resolution myself and seeing that all Councilmembers

 09  have signed it, I will move that we approve this

 10  resolution.

 11              MS. GREEN-TAYLOR:  I will second the motion.

 12              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 13              All those in favor, please say "aye."

 14              COUNCILMEMBERS:  Aye.

 15              CHAIR DREW:  All those opposed?  This one's

 16  going to get the gavel.  The resolution is adopted.  I

 17  do want to say as still a very new Chair of this

 18  Council, that I could not have come into this position

 19  with the -- without such a strong leader as Stephen has

 20  been to the EFSEC Staff and as manager.

 21              And for the many, many conversations and

 22  discussions and education, every time I had a question,

 23  which trust me, there were many, Stephen, you've just

 24  been the most patient in getting me up to speed with my

 25  learning curve, but also I very much appreciate how
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 01  great a colleague you've been in working as a partner as

 02  we've looked at some -- quite a bit of new activities.

 03  And you -- you just have been a tremendous leader, and I

 04  have benefitted greatly from your leadership.  And I

 05  want to thank you and wish you many good golf games in

 06  the future.

 07              MR. POSNER:  Well, thank you very much for

 08  those very kind words.  And it's -- it's very rewarding

 09  to be receiving a resolution, considering how many I've

 10  been involved in writing for other people.  I'll finally

 11  get my own.  So I'm really looking forward to that.

 12              And I just would like to thank the Council,

 13  the folks that are here in front of us, but other

 14  Councilmembers who have been here and who have left.

 15  And there have been many.  They have all provided a lot

 16  of valuable input and helped me in doing my job better,

 17  and I really appreciate the support and the guidance the

 18  Council has provided to me.

 19              And then also the Staff, every one of them,

 20  all the folks sitting here and past Staff.  You know,

 21  we're a very small group.  Everybody works very hard

 22  and, you know, it's the accomplishments, my

 23  accomplishments are, you know, are made up of efforts of

 24  all of us.  So -- and I think that's the way it works

 25  here.
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 01              And so it's been a great place to work.

 02  I've met a lot of interesting people.  And I wish you

 03  all the best of luck and look forward to staying in

 04  touch in the future.

 05              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 06              MR. POSNER:  Thank you very much.

 07              CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Well, with that,

 08  our meeting is adjourned.

 09                  (Adjourned at 1:49 p.m.)
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 01                    C E R T I F I C A T E

 02  

 03  STATE OF WASHINGTON

 04  COUNTY OF THURSTON

 05  

 06         I, Tayler Garlinghouse, a Certified Shorthand

 07  Reporter in and for the State of Washington, hereby

 08  certify that the foregoing transcript is true and

 09  accurate to the best of my knowledge, skill, and

 10  ability.

 11  

 12                       _______________________________
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