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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat on Wednesday,
February 1, 2023, 5:00 p.m, the follow ng proceedi ngs were
hel d before Ann Marie Allison, Certified Court Reporter
residing in Pierce County, Washi ngton.

(Al parties present via Teans)

***  MEETI NG CALLED TO ORDER 5:00 p.m  ***

CHAI R DREW Good evening, this is Kathleen
Drew, chair of the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council.
Vel cone to tonight's public neeting for the Horse Heaven
Wnd Project, and thank you for joining us this evening.
Ms. Grantham will you call the roll for the Horse
Heaven Council nenbers for the EFSEC.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes. Departnent of

Commer ce.

SPEAKER KELLY: Kate Kelly present.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Departnment of Ecol ogy.

SPEAKER LEVITT: Eli Levitt present.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Departnent of Fish and
Wldlife.

SPEAKER LI VI NGSTON: M ke Livingston present.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Departnment of Nat ural
Resour ces.

SPEAKER YOUNG  Lenny Young present.
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SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Utilities and
Transportati on Conmm ssion.
SPEAKER BREWSTER: St acey Brewster present.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  For the Horse Heaven
Project, Departnent of Agriculture, Derek Sandi son.
SPEAKER SANDI SON:  Present.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Benton County, Ed Brost.
(No response)
And that is everyone, Chair.
CHAI R DREW Thank you.
Vel cone again to the public neeting tonight. It
Is to receive cooments on the draft environnental inpact
statenent for the Horse Heaven proposal per SEPA that state
environnmental policy act rules in WAC, Washi ngton
Adm ni strative Code 197-11. EFSEC publicly noticed
invitations to review and comment on the Horse Heaven Draft
Envi ronnental |npact Statenent or DElS.
The DEI'S comment period runs from Decenber 19t h,
2022, to February 1st, 2023, 45 days. Public comments
subm ssions will be accepted until 11:59 p.m tonight.
After close of the comment period, EFSEC w Il reviewthe
comments and these will informthe preparation of a final
environnmental inpact statenment or FEIS.
EFSEC wi || not be giving presentations or

answering questions this evening. This evening the counci
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I's here to |listen.

Rem nder to all of you is that the EFSEC staff are
avai |l abl e during regul ar busi ness hours to answer questions
about the project proposal. Information about the Horse
Heaven proposal and copies of the draft EIS are avail able on
t he EFSEC website ww. ef sec. wa. gov.

Each speaker tonight will be allotted two m nutes
to allow for as many speakers as possible. Wen your nane
Is called, please identify yourself and begin by spelling
your nane for the court reporter.

There will be a tinmer on the screen for those
joining via conputer, and | will |et you know when the end
of the two mnutes is up. Any comments that exceed this
tinme should be submtted online. The information to do so
can be found on the Horse Heaven Project website and has
been on this screen this evening.

W will be taking a break for five mnutes every
hour. We will be concluding the neeting at 8 p.m or
follow ng the | ast speaker, whichever cones first.

So wth that, we wll have our first speaker.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Certainly. So our first
speaker we have is Dave Kobus from Scout C ean Energy.

SPEAKER KOBUS: Thank you for the opportunity
to present comments. This is Dave Kobus -- D A-V-E,

K-O-B-US -- and |'mspeaking for the applicant as well as a

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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| ocal resident.

So this DEIS denonstrates that sufficient analysis
has been conducted by the applicant and EFSEC to confirm
that with appropriate mtigation, the project's
envi ronnmental inpact does not pose significant detrinent and
Is conpatible with the agricultural character of the county,
as it is located in the I and use types specifically
recomended by the Washi ngton Departnent of Fish and
WIldlife wnd power guidelines. And the analysis didn't
stop with our application, as the applicant has continued to
anal yze special species inpacts and has provided the best
avai |l abl e science to justify devel opnent pl ans.

The applicant's comments on the DEIS generally
identify where corrections nust be nmade, comments to inprove
clarity and recommendati ons for enhancenents, and we have
subm tted those comments in witing. However, several
concerns have been highlighted for consideration that we
believe do not neet reasonabl eness and attribution of
I mpacts, tests in SEPA or reasonably align with the w nd
power gui deli nes.

In general, the applicant believes that sone of
the mtigation neasures exceed established precedent and
several nust be reconsidered. W provide justification for
t hose we feel should be renoved for the reasons | just

not ed.
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The applicant appreciates the effort that was
provi ded by EFSEC staff and independent consultant to, in ny
view, |eave no stone unturned in the DEIS preparation and
review activity. The need for clean energy projects such as

this is recognized nationally by the state and by the

region.
CHAI R DREW Thank you --
SPEAKER KOBUS: The Northwest Power --
CHAIR DREW -- for your comments. The two
m nutes has been -- is up.

SPEAKER KOBUS: Thank you.
CHAI R DREW Thank you very nuch.
Go ahead.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is Bill
McKay, Kennew ck, mayor.
SPEAKER SCRI MSHER: Hel | o.
SPEAKER MCKAY: Hello. Are you ready?

SPEAKER SCRIMSHER: ['mready. Is it ny
turn?

CHAI R DREW Pl ease go ahead, yes.

SPEAKER SCRI MSHER: My nane is M chael
Scrinmsher. | live in the Tri-Cties.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM No. M chael -- M chael,
it is not your turn. Once it is your turn, your nane wll

be called. Right now we have Bill MKay, over in Benton
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County, ready to speak. Apol ogi es.

SPEAKER SCRIMSHER: |'msorry. Okay. |'II
wai t .

CHAIR DREW Oh, I'msorry. | mxed up who
was sitting in front of nme and who was speaking -- or
sitting in front of nme on the video.

Go ahead, Mayor.

SPEAKER MCKAY: Thank you.

Scout requested that Kennew ck supply water to
them and was |later notified by the City of Kennew ck that
t hey woul d not be providing water to them They were denied
because they were out of -- outside city limts and also the
urban growth area. Because of the vast anmount of water
requested, in a year of drought, there was a high
possibility that water would have to be limted to city
residents to fulfill the conmtnent to Scout.

Since the City of Kennew ck's notification to
Scout they have not nodified their application, nor notified
the public of what their source of water would be. As far
as we have been able to determ ne, they still have not
reveal ed what their source of water will be.

Governor Inslee's coment including -- excuse ne.
Let ne back up.

Wiile attending a UN climte conference in Egypt

i n Novenber 2022, Governor Inslee was quoted as saying:

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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Governnents will have to overconme ni nbyism
including in Washington, to achieve cl ean energy goals.

He went on to say:

Regul atory refornms are needed to prevent |oca
opponents from del ayi ng projects. W've got to nmake
decisions, and this will be controversial. W have to
confront it. W have to succeed. Unquote.

However, it's inportant to note that Governor
| nsl ee's words are the polar opposite in what was prom sed
in the Washi ngton 2021 State of Energy Strategy, SES, which
st at es:

Public and conmunity participation is inportant to
ensure energy policy is inforned by |ocal know edge, neets
| ocal needs and is viewed as legitimte by the | ocal
conmmunity. Additionally, comunity and comunity nenbers
must have a seat at the table in designing prograns and
sel ecting projects.

CHAI R DREW  Mayor, your time is up; if you'd
like to submt the rest in witing, appreciate it.

SPEAKER MCKAY: Ckay. WII do.

CHAI R DREW  Thank you very nuch.

SPEAKER BUMPUS: Chair Drew, this is Sonia.

CHAI R DREW Yes, go ahead.

SPEAKER BUMPUS: | just wanted to ask

Ms. Ganthamif she could start the tinmer after the speakers
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spell their nane.

CHAI R DREW Thank you, Soni a.

SPEAKER BUMPUS: No probl em

CHAIR DREW That woul d hel p, few nore
seconds. That would be great. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Ckay. Qur next speaker is
John Cowl i ng.

SPEAKER COALI NG  Good evening. John
Cowing, J-OHN, CGCOWL-I-NG

Good evening. | amthe deputy public works
director for the Gty of Kennewi ck. And just follow ng up
on the nmayor's coments, |'ve been the primary contact with
Scout Clean Energy as it relates to the use of Kennew ck
wat er for this project.

As Mayor McKay indicated, Kennewick will not be --
or cannot provide water for this project. Specifically, the
Kennew ck Muni ci pal Code prohibits provision of water
outside the city limts or urban growth area.

I'd like to add that this infornmation, as well as
a section of code, was provided to Scout C ean Energy in My
of last year. So we felt it's inportant that EFSEC know and
the draft EIS did not identify Kennew ck as a potenti al
wat er source for construction and ongoi ng operations of this
project due to our inability to provide water with our

current rmunici pal code.
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Thank you.

CHAI R DREW Thank vyou.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Qur next speaker is Geg
Véndt .

SPEAKER VENDT: (Good afternoon. Excuse ne.
My nane is Geg Wendt. |'mthe director of community
devel opnent for Benton County. On January 31st, the board
of county conmm ssioners --

CHAI R DREW Excuse ne. |If you can wait just
a second. If you could spell your nanme for the record, and
then we'll start your time. Thank you.

SPEAKER VENDT: G R-E-G  Last nane is
WE-NDT.

On January 31st, the board of county conm ssioners
did submt witten comments regarding this draft DEIS for
this project. And while the DEIS has nmany i nadequacies, the
county is deeply concerned that in its current form the
DElI S does not neani ngfully discuss or disclose inpacts to
our county agricultural |ands of |ong-term conmerci al
signi ficance.

Specifically, the project will result in a
conversion of ag |lands of |ong-term conmmercial significance
w t hout disclosing the environnmental inpacts of the
conversion. The GVA i nposes on Benton County requirenments

for the conversion on natural resource |ands, which includes

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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the county's ag | ands of |ong-term comercial significance.
Benton County is required to designate these ag | ands,
assure the conservation of these ag |ands, assure that the
use of adjacent |ands do not interfere with their continued
use of agricultural |ands, conserve agricultural land in
order to maintain and enhance the agricultural industry and
di scourage i nconpati bl e uses.

The conservation of agricultural |ands of
| ong-term commercial significance is a State of Washi ngton
mandat e that Benton County nust and will continue to follow.
The county has met this mandate and properly designated it
agricultural lands. These ag | ands cannot be de-desi gnated
or allowed non-agricultural uses in these areas w thout
Issuing a determnation that the | ands are no | onger neeting
the long-termcomercial insignificant status.

Approval of this project would underm ne GVA's ag
| ands conservation mandate and al | ow t he pernmanent
conversion of 6,869 acres of a tenporary conversion of 2,957
acres of (inaudible) ternms commercially significant ag |and.

This results in long-termrenoval of commercially
significant ag lands, and in turn, the Horse Heaven Hills
farmng area wll suffer irreversible |osses as a viable ag
area of agricultural resource lands. The inpacts fromthe
| oss of ag |l ands and | ong-term comercial significance as a

result of this project nust be thoroughly analyzed and
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di scussed before a final EI'S. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI R DREW Thank vyou.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is
M chel | e Cooke.

SPEAKER COCKE: M chel | e Cooke.
MI-CHEL-L-E, GCOOK-E.

Thank you for the tine.

First of all, Benton County is concerned that the
conversion of agricultural |ands of |ong-termsignificance
w Il have a high cunulative inpact. The DEISis required to
meani ngful Iy di scl ose and discuss the inpacts of permanently
converting al nost 7,000 acres of agricultural lands to new
| and uses.

These new uses will replace and elimnate not only
these agricultural |ands, but also the function and val ues
that these |ands provide as a type of natural resource |and.

Additionally, the DEIS fails to discuss the
econom c inpacts to the overall agricultural conmmunity, and
further, does not disclose the economc inpacts for the life
of the project.

The DEI'S does not support its own concl usi ons when
It states that the proposed action does not contribute to a
cunul ative inpact on agricultural productivity,
profitability, or farmoperations within a project area.

This conclusion is msleading because it inplies
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t hat Benton County conditional use criteria will prevent or
mtigate any project inpacts. The project inpacts wll
clash wth, rather than nmeet the tests laid out in the
Bent on County code.

Secondly, the proposed mitigation neasures are
I nadequate to appropriately mtigate the environnental
I npacts of the conversion of agricultural land s |ong-term
comercial significance. The mtigation neasure, LSU5
requires that the applicant submt a site restoration plan
to EFSEC. The DEIS identifies that this plan is to be
submtted and it's not an actual part of the SEPA record;
therefore, it cannot be eval uated and does not constitute an
effective mtigation neasure.

Lastly, there's no discussion of the introduction
and integration of a |arge-scale non-agricultural industrial
use onto the Horse Heaven Hills | andscape. Changes to the
facilities and roads and power lines will inpact existing
grazing and farm ng activities.

In closing, the inpacts nean a | oss of
agricultural lands wth [ong-term commercial significance.
As a result, this project nmust be thoroughly analyzed and
di scussed before a final EIS can be issued. Thank you for
your tine.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker we have

is Jerone Del vin.
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SPEAKER DELVIN. It's J-EERRO-ME, Delvin, D
as in David, E-L-V-I-N

Thank you, Madam Chair, and | want to thank EFSEC,
too, for holding this neeting so we can -- our community can
have comments.

" mthe Benton County Conmm ssioner. You just
heard from Benton County staff about the DEIS and sone of
their concerns, and we share those, the comm ssioners share
t hose.

|'ve spent a lot of tine in this comunity, born
and raised here, and |'ve always enjoyed the views in this
area when | hike. Wat these windmlls wll do is destroy
that, in my mnd, destroy those views.

You'll hear froma |ot of passionate citizens here
that really have concerns about what those windmlls wll do
to our natural |andscape.

| think you can put it to what -- it would ruin
our view shed and our views in this area. |f you put these
wndmlls, say, on the hills around |Issaquah or if you put
themin the Puget Sound or off the coast of Washi ngton,
there woul d be a ot of outcry.

Vel |, we've been hearing a |lot of outcry today
about this, W don't want those here. There's better places
for those. |If you really want to do those, a | ot of people

may speak about the inefficiency of those wwndmlls.
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There's a | ot of data that supports that view

So | just ask EFSEC to really give it an honest,
honest, and not be pressured by all the Go G een and those
type of -- type of statenents because, you know, we just
don't want to be the dunping ground for all the green
ener gy.

W have hydro, which, unfortunately, is not
consi dered a renewabl e energy in this state, the only state
in the country, and al so, we have nucl ear power here. W
encourage nore nuclear power. They don't affect the view
shed |ike these windmlIs.

So urge you to say "no" to this project, and
appreci ate your tine.

Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Qur next speaker is Ken
Spencer .
SPEAKER SPENCER: Thank you. K-E-N,

S-P-E-NCGE-R

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment
on the Horse Heaven Wnd Farm You, as a committee, have
gi ven approval for the project despite our county and
citizens' objection.

| have a couple points to nmake regarding the
approval over the objections of the citizens of our county.

You have bypassed the urban growth act giving approval for
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an industrial developnment. |If you |ook back a few years
ago, the City of Kennew ck in Benton County had applied to
t hat body for an increased area of industrial devel opnent
south of the [-82 corridor, saying it would not be part of
the current growmth plan. Well, Horse Heaven Wnd Farmis

south of 1-82 corridor, and by your authority, you have

created sonething that could -- that we could not do. This
may create sonme intended -- sone uni ntended consequences.
If you were the city -- if | were the City of Kennew ck, |

woul d start devel oping that area south of the [-82 corridor
based on your deci sion.

No. 2, what is a plan for deconmm ssioning these
| arge towers and wind turbines? | have reviewd, as |
coul d, some of the cost studies that have been done on that
topic, and it looks like the estimated useful life of this
project is between 20 and 30 years. And at the end of the
useful life, what is the plan to dispose of these, either by
sal vage or disposal at a hazardous waste site?

The best report and with the nost conplete details
was done in 2017 out in South Dakota. At that tinme, the
estimate of the cost of deconm ssioning was $2 mllion per
turbine. |If we apply inflation over the |ast six years,
that cost has risen to over 2.2 mllion. Now, who is going
to cover that cost? The taxpayers of Benton County?

Because we are the ones who are not profiting fromthis
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project, so | feel there needs to be a funds setup or sone
ot her reasonable neans to pay for the estimted cost to
return the site to its present condition.

As has been seen in other devel opnents where the
subsi di es sonetinmes end at the end of the project and the
devel oper or the conpanies that develop it, they have run
t hese devel opnents, di sappear when it's time to clean up or
di spose of the site. They are no |onger --

CHAI R DREW Thank you for your conmments.

SPEAKER HERKE: They are no | onger --

CHAIR DREW Your tine is up.

SPEAKER SPENCER: -- have submitted this in
witing. Thank you.

CHAI R DREW Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is Lisa
Sni t h.

SPEAKER SMTH. H . M nane is Lisa Smth
L-1-S-A, S-MI-T-H

And | live in the Sunmt View nei ghborhood of
Kennew ck, which is in Southwest Kennewi ck. | ama
proponent of clean energy, but amextrenely opposed to this
massi ve w nd turbine project.

W al ready provide efficient, clean energy through
nucl ear power and al so the hydroel ectric power in our area.

| don't understand why we'd | et an out-of-state conpany cone
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in and conpletely destroy our natural |andscape and ridges
W th these wind turbines. W do have sone w nd turbines
already that are visible fromny house, and | can see that
they are idle the mgjority of the tine. W do get w nd
here, but it's actually quite infrequent. It seens crazy to
forever change a huge part of our |andscape to have nmassive
w nd turbines sitting idle.
| also don't understand why these w nd turbines
have to be right at the top of our ridges where they are the
nost visible to thousands of people in Finley, Tri-Cties,
and Benton City. There's a lot of |land even just south of
here, you know, between our cities and Oregon with al nost no
popul ati on where these turbines could be and not have so
much i npact on our people.
Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Qur next speaker is
Mar gar et Hue.
Do we have Margaret Hue present?
SPEAKER HUE: Yeah, | am
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  There she is. Thank you.
SPEAKER HUE: | was trying to find where | was
going to speak. You caught nme by surprise.
Ckay. |It's Margaret, MA-RRGA-R-E-T. Last nane
Is Hie, HUE |'ma resident from Badger Canyon. The

| ocati on where sone of these turbines are going to be is
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wthin a mle and a half of our location, directly above it.
|'ve lived in Badger Canyon for 40 years, so |'ve seen a |ot
of things and know the |and and the terrain and so forth.

But what people don't understand is all of these
bi g canyons that drain off of Horse Heaven, they bring w nd
turbul ence down. The DEIS refers to Badger Canyon as kind
of sloping hills, whatever. It is very conplex. And al
t hese canyons that feed in are -- pull air down, they cause
wi nd turbul ence, but the wwnd farns that are com ng up,
there are 150, six rows deep, directly above Badger Canyon
or to Kiona for nine mles.

And with that, we have sone of the nost pristine
farm ground i n Badger Canyon, Red Mouuntain, Kiona, but also
down to Finley, but this area here is going to receive al
of the warmair that's going to danmage our diversified
agriculture. The wind turbulence can be carried up to 15 to
20 m | es, causing chaos on our diversified ag. This will go
way into Pasco and North Franklin County.

The other thing is with the warm ng tenperatures,
nmost fromthe wnd farnms, nost of these are in the evening
or inthe afternoon to 10 in the norning. |If you're a
cherry grower, you go out to pick your cherries and the
orchard is warm you're not going to be able to pick your
cherries. That is an econom c |loss to our community.

| was concerned because sone growers brought out
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smal | cherries. W found out WU | AREC is releasing a
study. It is not out yet, but it wll be. And it shows
t hat damage from warmtenperatures can affect the quality,
the size of the fruit, which is tonnage. That's noney, and
then also the color on the apples, color on the --

CHAI R DREW  Thank you.

SPEAKER HUE: -- econom c | oss.

CHAI R DREW Thank you. Your tinme's up.
Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Qur next speaker is Rita
Porter.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Hel | o.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM I f you are not Rita
Porter, please make sure your mc is nuted. She is our next
speaker.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How do | nute that?
"' msorry.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Chair Drew, do you
remenber what the code is for phone?

CHAIR DREW Star 6 or pound 6.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Pound 6. That nutes
me?

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes.

SPEAKER PORTER: Hello. M nanme is Rita
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Porter, R1-T-A, P-ORT-E-R

One of the things that has not been addressed so
far is the blinking red lights, and |I'm concerned about the
blinking red lights. They'll be visible fromny hone by, at
times, probably 50 or 60. | live in Badger Canyon, and |I'm
vehenently against the intrusion of the windmlls for al
the reasons that's been addressed and the reasons that are
yet to be addressed. | don't -- | don't -- | thinkit's a
huge show of disrespect of the residents of the Tri-Cities
not even to give thema voice until after the fact. And
didn't really have anything to prepare, but | just wanted to
show up and give ny support to people of the United
States -- or people of Tri-Cities and voice my opinions.

Thank you.

CHAI R DREW Thank you.

And just for everybody's know edge since it's been
brought up twi ce, EFSEC has not made a decision to approve
this project. W are still in the mddle of our process.
That's why we have the draft environmental inpact statenent
in front of you tonight. There is an adjudication yet to
happen, and so this project has not received approval from
EFSEC at this point in tine.

If you' d call the next speaker, please.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  No problem Chair Drew.

The next speaker is Karen Ri chardson.
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SPEAKER RI CHARDSON: Good afternoon. M name
Is Karen Richardson, K-A-R-E-N, RI-CGCHSON (sic).

This has been the cul m nation of an over two-year
journey. |'ve sent EFSEC pictures of aninmals: Burrow ng
ow s, sandhill cranes, the red tail fox, and the pronghorn
ant el opes that graze on our steppe shrub. As endangered
ani mal s, they've been reintroduced by the Central Washi ngton
Chapter of the Safari Club. |[|'ve sent pictures of
| andscapes, sunsets, vast open -- vast, w de-open spaces.
|'ve sent pictures of broken turbines; turbines on fire,
l'ike the ones in WIliansburg, lowa, but the people in
charge don't seemto care.

US Fish and WIldlife Departnment with help fromthe
Departnment of Defense just granted a 2.4 mllion REPI, which
I's a readiness and environnmental protection programfor
butterflies, gophers, and horned | arks on acreage adjacent
to the Joint Base Lew s-MChord property.

The Tri-City Herald just reported that
Washi ngt on- based wi nd power provides the | owest effective
capacity in wnter conpared to surroundi ng regions.

According to western resource advocacy prograns, a
quote froma utility planning conpany: Washi ngton-based
wi nd farnms should be lowon the list of alternatives if
you're trying to balance CO2 em ssion reductions, grid

reliability, and |l and-use inpacts in the nost cost-effective
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manner possible. The draft study is lacking a failure to
anal yze proposed wi nd projects inpact on residents.

Wth Horse Heaven Hills high pressure inversions,
cold freezing weather, and wi ndl ess days, this nmakes no
sense to place the wind farns in this area.

Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is Tamy
Wl f sl ack.

SPEAKER WOLFSLACK: Hello. M nane is Tammy
Wl fslack, T-AMMY, WOL-F-S-L-A-CK H.

| amhere to talk about a couple articles
Washington Tines had. The title of the article is, "Death
by Solar Farm 71 Species of Birds Killed. Entire Food
Chains Disrupted." This article tal ks about 800-degree
t enperat ures above solar fields, and apparently one type of
bird in the study was observed to be snoking of its feathers
as it flew

Col  ege of National Sciences article dated January
2021, a 1.6 mllion DOC grant supports scientists studying
bird deaths at solar facilities. It discusses the
incineration of birds, to the point that in sone cases there
was only a puff of feathers remaining. They couldn't even
identify the remains.

W are inawldlife mgration route. W are a

maj or flyway, according to the United Nations Food
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Agricultural Organization, and | have a | ot of photos here
to show different types of birds as sone of themwere

di scussed. And when | read the wind solar table ES-6

di scussi ng special status -- and that neans protective
endangered, |'mguessing -- recomended mtigation neasures
should read as allowable killing protected status species.

In particular, you' re tal king about eagles. How
many eagl es are okay? They're going to be given take
permts, which ny understanding is "take" nmeans kill. How
many are acceptable? Five, ten, 100? | have concerns that

t hese shouldn't even be placed here in a flyway.

So there are other options. | think that starting
to create things at a point of use is critical. Do it in
col I ege and a high school. G ve themconpetitions and say,

Hey, can you attach this to a car tire and nmake the battery
generate itself? Solar cells on top of a car. Qher types
of sonething that can capture the wind on top of a vehicle.
There's other ways to look at this. W don't have
to go this way. W should stop junping out of the airplane
W t hout checki ng our parachute for hol es.
Thank you very mnuch
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is Gayle
G aves.
SPEAKER GRAVES. (Good evening. M nane is
Gayle, GA-Y-L-E, Gaves, GRA-V-E-S, and | reside in
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Canyon -- or excuse nme, Sunrise Canyon. Thank you for
hol di ng this neeting.

| am against the project as it's environnentally
devastating. For one exanple, the diversified agriculture
w Il be inpacted, raising |ocal tenperatures four degrees
hi gher annually. Annually.

Diversified agriculture is one of the economc
drivers of the Tri-Cty area. The project is economcally
not sound as it will not create the energy proposed. It's
at taxpayers expense and will not create the enploynent as
br oadcasted by the supporters of the project.

The shrub steppe and wildlife in our comunity
care will be decimated wi thout rehabilitation.

How does this affect nme and ny famly? M hone is
at the base of the hills. [I'll be breathing the herbicides
and pesticides brought down by the wi nds and the
construction. Living in higher tenperatures w th higher
utility bills, tolerating red |ights, noise pollution.
Mssing the wildlife that once flewin the Pacific flyway
t hat was once ours to enjoy.

Thank you for your tine.

SPEAKER CRANTHAM  The next speaker is Karen
Br ut zman.

SPEAKER BRUTZMAN:  Karen Brut zman.
K-A-R-E-N, Bas in boy, RUT as in Tom Z as in zebra,

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N oo o B~ O wWw NP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR PR
O N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 27

M A-N.

| am against this project. Scout C ean Energy
wants you to believe that a small group of vocal residents
Is threatening to stop this clean energy project, which
woul d generate up to 1,000 jobs and mllions in tax revenue
to Benton County. Don't be fool ed.

Those 1,000 jobs will be short-termjobs for w nd
turbine installation. Once in place the project will enploy
fewer than 50 people. War and tear on our roadways wll be
i mmense. Trucks will bring wind turbines to our area in
several sections. Roads will need to be straightened.

There will also be hundreds of concrete trucks traveling
county roads to provide concrete for w nd turbine
foundations. WMany of our county roads were not designed for
t hese type of heavy | oads.

Clean energy is a msnonmer. Concrete has a huge
carbon footprint. The environnmental inpact of concrete, its
manuf act ure and applications are conplex, including CO2
em ssions. The cenent industry is one of the nmain producers
of carbon di oxi de, a potent greenhouse gas. One reason why
carbon em ssions are so high is because cenent nust be
heated to very high tenperatures for clinker to form

The Tri-Cities is already a hot spot for ozone
health risk. The Tri-Cities' ozone precursor study final

report dated Decenber 12, 2017, was prepared by the
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| aboratory for atnospheric research, the Departnment of Cvil
and Environnental Engineering, and Washi ngton State
University. The link is provided in ny witten comments.
This study was conducted because air quality
managers started paying close attention to ozone levels in
the Tri-Cities when the daily predictive air quality
forecast nodel, operated by WSU, consistently showed
el evated ozone in the Tri-Cties area.
The ozone in this study is attributed to car
em ssions, but we can't ignore the pollution created by the
mllions of tons of concrete that will be used to erect
these gigantic wind turbines and the em ssions fromthe
trucks transporting concrete to the work site. The
standard --
CHAI R DREW Thank you. Your tinme is up.
Thank you for your comments, and please submt it in
writing.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is
Chri st opher Kuperstein.
SPEAKER KUPERSTEIN. Hello. M nane is
Chri st opher Kuperstein, GHRI1-ST-OP-HER
K-UP-EER S T-E-I-N
What | say tonight | have to preface by saying
that |'man affected | andowner, and it does not reflect ny

enpl oyer or any other organization that | may associate
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Wit h.

| reside, by ny calculation, as one of the closer
residences to these wnd turbines. The closest four
turbines will be placed approximately three quarters of a
mle to one mle fromny house.

During the pandem c, great care was taken in
saving the lives of citizens of Washington State. Part of
this care was to listen to experts who were experts in
pandem ¢ and in di sease and devel oping mtigating neasures
to protect people fromthe di sease.

| submt, for the record, an expert nedica
doctor, Dr. Nina Pierpont, who earned her Ph.D studying the
effects of existing wind turbines on existing people. This
book titled Wnd Turbine Syndrome details nedical inpacts of
varying types on real people by real turbines.

On page 20, | read the chief recommendati on:

Two kilonmeters or 1.24 mles remains the baseline shortest
set back fromresidences and hospitals, schools, nursing
homes, that communities should consider. |n nountainous
terrain 2 mles, 3.2 kilonmeters, is probably a better

gui del i ne.

My first recoomendation is that for this project,
t hat EFSEC fol |l ow her advice. |Instead of the turbine
pl acenment being one-half of a mle froma nearest residence,

as the current |El S suggests, that a buffer of two
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Kilometers or 1.25 mles be placed between turbines and the
nearest residence so as to mnimze the health inpacts to
t hose affected residents.
Thank you for your tine.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is Mary
Cl oni nger.
SPEAKER CLONINGER: Hello. My name is Mary
Cloninger, MARY, GL-ONI-NGE-R
| am not as el oguent as the people that have
been -- that are previous to ne, and | do not have a | ot of
information. But |I'ma native Tri-Gtian, born and raised
inthis vicinity, and I amagainst building the wind farmin
the Horse Heaven Hills. They are a blight and an eyesore on
our beautiful hills. The construction will cause danage to
t he ecosystem and cause dust pollution in our air in town.
The energy produced is not very nuch, and it's not
worth destroying our |andscape. It is not clean energy. It
uses oil. It leaks oil into the dirt, and it kills birds
and disrupts wildlife. And | don't knowif anyone has ever
done a study on what the vibration would do to our basalt,
and | woul d suggest that sonething |ike that happen before
you nmake any deci sion.
Thank you for your tine.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is Art
Kel | y.
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SPEAKER KELLY: Good evening. M nane is Art
Kelly, A-RT, K-E-L-L-Y.

W are very blessed to have sufficient and
reliable power via hydroelectric power and nucl ear power
here in our region; therefore, projected anount of nassive
land for this project is not warranted at this tine for
windm|ls to be constructed.

There's no guarantee that whatever power that can
be generated will not be sold to California, Oegon, Canada,
or other territories or even benefit the Tri-Cty area.

What contingency plans are in place if Scout
Energy shoul d by chance go bankrupt, federal subsidies are
depl eted, et cetera? Wo has the responsibility of removing
all these wnd turbines and restoring the land back to its
original status? According to the Manhattan Institute,
wndmlls provide less than three percent of the world's
energy. Netherlands and Gernmany have cone out with a very
progressive technol ogy, using what they call tulip-shaped
small wind turbines that can be installed on private
property househol d, business, et cetera. They're extrenely
quiet. They provide 20 to 50 percent nore efficient energy.
They produce energy to power at |east one-third energy of
consunpti on of a househol d.

There's also the issue of the recyclability of

windm Il blades. | think we need to take advantage and
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re-eval uate our other fornms of progressive technol ogy and
put this on the back burner.

Thank you for your tine.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next speaker is Dave
Shar p.

SPEAKER SHARP: My nane is Dave Sharp,
SHARP.

The devel oper has stated that the N ne Canyon
proj ect establishes a precedent for the proposed project.
That is not the case. Each of their turbines can produce
two to three tinmes what an NC turbine can produce.

The nunber of turbines, the heighth of turbines,
the 25-m |l e expanse into the project, the anmount of
generation, 100-plus mles of road, 110 square mles of the
project, and an apparent |ack of respect for wildlife
corridors and habitat disturbance. There is no conparison.
Hor se Heaven Project is another dinension.

W nd projects have been in Washi ngton since the
early 2000s. Since that tine, there have been nearly 2000
turbines installed over 20 projects. 1In all prior cases,

t he devel oper respected wind industry practices, that sited
wi nd projects in rural areas away from hi gh popul ati on
zones.

This project will have approximtely five tines

t he popul ation inpacted as all other counties in the state
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conbined. This wll be a disparate treatnent of Benton
County. And what about the precedent that will be set if
this project is approved with a perceived bias, such as no
alternative builds and no subsidy of mtigation or a | ot of
unresol ved i ssues being solved by a team separate fromthe
mai n process? Future process -- future projects wll
noti vate devel opers to bypass |local officials and use EFSEC
for every project wth sloppy, nonspecific applications and
expecting approvals with mnimal mtigation. Developers
study previous applications, and they study the decisions
t hat EFSEC makes. Those decisions gui de how t hey approach
and present a new application.
We are hopeful that EFSEC does not set a new

precedent with their decisions on this project. This is a
slippery slope. | hope that you recognize that. Since |
have a couple mnutes -- or a couple seconds, jobs -- the
real nunmber of jobs fromthe application is 450 and
approxi mately --

CHAIR DREW  Your tine is up. Your tine has
been up. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Next, we have Paul Krupin.

SPEAKER KRUPI N. Good eveni ng, everyone. My
name is Paul Krupin. That's P-A-UL, KRUP-I-N

| ama retired environnmental protection speciali st

with the BAN (inaudi ble) well-used | aw degree, over 40 years

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N oo o B~ O wWw NP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR PR
O N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 34

of work experience in the Pacific Northwest, and | live in
Kennew ck, Washi ngton.

CHAIR DREW Can we pause for a second,
pl ease?

SPEAKER KRUPI N:  Yes.

CHAIR DREW Ckay. |'m having trouble
hearing you; if you can, speak nore into the m crophone.
And if |'mhaving trouble, probably our court reporter is
too. And slow down just a tad. Thank you.

SPEAKER KRUPIN: | did submt nmy comments, and
"Il -- I"mjust going to read fromthem Ckay.

So on Tuesday, yesterday, President Biden said
that climate change is a bigger threat to United (inaudi ble)
than a nuclear war. And CGovernor Inslee is on record
commtting to (inaudible) on greenhouse gas em ssions.

| have really serious doubts about the underlying
need for this project and whether it can really contribute
to any of these problens, you know, w th neani ngful
solutions. What does the best science really tell us? How
are we going to identify the good projects fromthe bad? In
ot her words, | cannot -- | respectfully want to cooperate to
followi ng the recommendati on of EFSEC with concurrence of
t he governor in cooperation with the tribes and the |oca
counties and cities (inaudible) conm ssion with exceptional

peopl e who are appointed to independently investigate
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studying (inaudible) difficult and conpl ex probl ens caused
by climate change.

The nmenbers of this comm ssion -- comunity
conmm ssi on shoul d be sel ected using the best and the
bri ght est approach to ensure independence frompolitica
i nfluence and authority. The conm ssion should utilize
their expertise and experience to consider and eval uate
size-based imts and then issue scientific and
project-specific findings and recommendati ons which can yet
be used by decision makers.

The conmm ssion should be charged with identifying
(i naudi bl e) and evaluating the validity of the purpose,
meani ng and underlying prem ses of energy projects. The
revision al so eval uated project proposals and alternatives
proposed by (inaudible).

No formal action should be taken by EFSEC or the
governor until the findings and recommendati ons regardi ng
the validity of this purpose, neaning the projects, can be
provi ded by the conm ssion. This conm ssion should then
prepare a report (inaudible) presentations, take public
comments and then file these findings and concl usions that
protect recommendati ons for consideration (inaudible)
| egi slature integrated federal, state, tribal, |oca
gover nnment agencies, tribal governnents, public stakehol ders

and the public.
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Thank you.
CHAI R DREW Thank vyou.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Next, we have d ark
Stolle.
SPEAKER STOLLE: (Good evening. dark,
CL-AARK;, Stolle, ST-OL-L-E

Thank you for the opportunity to voice ny
opposition to the proposed project. M famly's lived in
t he Kennew ck area for over 70 years. W shared a feeling
of pride with the Horse Heaven Hills, believing that they
shoul d be preserved as nuch as possible as part of the
heritage of our area.

Allowing this project to be built at the proposed
| ocations has |ong-term consequences that will cause
significant and irreparable harmto the environnent and
overall quality of life for an urban area of over 300, 000
peopl e.

There are two options proposed for this 25-mle
| ong project running al ong Horse Heaven Hills"' ridgeline.
244 turbines of up to 500 feet or 150 of up to 670 feet
tall. Both create visual inpacts that cannot be mtigated.

This is not a visually aesthetic wind farmturning
away in the mddle of nowhere. It's an industrial conplex
of enornous proportions of many conponents and i npacts.

These towers are going to be taller than a 60-story
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bui | ding. The Space Needl e, Statue of Liberty, Washi ngton
Monunment. | think you get the picture. They're big, and
they're very visible. |If approved, our community will be
forced to live wthin eyesight of the towers, and no one who
lives here or visits can escape seeing them
| feel the EI'S does not perform bal ance and
serious analysis of the inpacts that will be so detrinental
to our community. It glosses over tough econom c issues and
I npacts on tourism quality of life, |and value, aesthetics,
recreation and future developnent. It fails to discuss the
backl ash wind farnms are facing in California and ot her
states. And there's no discussion regarding alternative
| ocations in Benton County, Eastern Washington, or other
states. It also appears the project will have no positive
I npact on climte change or carbon em ssions in Washi ngton,
and any power generated is likely to be sent out of state.
Scout sel ected a poor location far too close to a |arge,
growi ng urban area, and our community should not have to pay
the price for this bad decision. It can and should be
| ocated further fromurban areas. Please deny this project.
Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Next, we have Harvey
Faurl hol t.

SPEAKER H. FAURHOLT: Good evening. M/ nane
Is Harvey Faurholt. HA-RV-E-Y, Faurholt, F as in Frank,
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A-UR-HOL-T as in tango.

I''ma resident of Kennew ck, and |'ve been a
resi dent of Kennew ck for about 50 years now. There was
sonet hi ng hunorous, | sawit on -- so serious -- reading on
the news off ny i Phone. And they were tal king about, they
| ost about seven whal es on the East Coast. And they're
worried that the wind turbines are causing the death of
whal es, and it's getting an awmful |ot of attention. And I
was thinking maybe if we were whales, we would get nore
attention than we're getting here by the State of
Washi ngt on.

We do not need nore intermttent electricity in
Benton County. The electricity we have now is 90 percent
renewabl e, which is probably the best in the country, if not
the best in the world. Wen, and if, the wind turbines are
maki ng el ectricity, the dams have to be shut down to
accommodate the wi nd turbines, which is not good for the dam
t ur bi nes.

The wi nd turbines should be placed where the
electricity is needed. California, the State of Washi ngton
al ong the ocean, along the beaches, and |'m sure they would

be happy to have them

When the wind turbines's useful life is conpleted
or sonmething better cones along to nmake -- for exanple, if
sonet hi ng happened with -- with the -- wthout, excuse ne --
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why | stop sonetinmes -- nuclear energy, then they will have
to be disposed of. But they are not -- they are not

bi odegradable and will exist forever in the garbage dunps,
if they nake it that far. They're an eyesore that we --
that we will have to live wwth for the next ten, 20,

30 years, and then -- they have enough noney to take them
down forever

As for the unions and people who want to have

these put up, | can certainly understand their position.
They want jobs as long as they -- as long as they're union
j obs.

CHAI R DREW Thank you. Thank you. Your
tinme is up. Appreciate it. Please submt your comments in
writing.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Up next, we have Victoria
Faur hol t.

SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT: My name is Victoria
Faurholt, V-1-CT-ORI-A FAURHOL-T.

| am-- mnmy head's just spinning. | listen to all
t hese people, and they've given so -- all the facts. Here
Is an article from Forbes magazi ne June 15, 2021:
Washi ngton State's Approaching Energy Crisis, Good
| nt enti ons Gone Wong?

The trouble stens fromattenpts to decarboni ze our

society, but just getting rid of themw thout a realistic
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plan to replace them can do nore harmthan good.

W nd power, | nean, | don't know who you guys are
talking to, but it is not very effective. In several
studies, it shows there is a projected capacity, but with
w nd power, you don't get warnmth in the winter -- you don't
get novenent in the winter or in the sunmer when it's really
hot and it's really cold. The actual capacity is
seven percent. That nmeans of 500, you get 500 mlliwatts
out of 70 -- 7,100 mlliwatts.

But what | really don't understand is this push on
us citizens. | nmean, we have protections for animals. You
keep your animal in the car and you get a ticket. M cousin
had to go to court. You have -- not here. Doesn't matter
here. Al these aninals, doesn't matter. W have fines
agai nst noi se pollution, all kinds of aesthetic pollutions
doesn't matter here. These things are ugly.

W have nei ghborhoods here with rules and
regul ati ons. Nobody cares here. W have individual,
personal help, |ike the man who was tal ki ng about COVI D
Nobody cares here. They do not care, and that is what is
just upsetting ne.

And if --

CHAIR DREW Thank you. Your time is up. |
appreciate it.

SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT: Thank you.
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SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Up next, we have Paul a
Nol t e.

CHAIR DREW After this speaker, we wll take
a five-mnute break.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM Do we have a Paula Nolte
calling in?

And | do hear an echo, so if you are not speaking,
pl ease nmake sure that you are nuted.
One nore call for Paula Nolte.

CHAIR DREW Let's call her first after our
five-mnute break. But let's take a five-m nute break, give
our court reporter a little bit of a chance, and we wll be
back at 6:03.

(Recess 5:58-6:03 p.m)

CHAIR DREW Ms. Grantham will you call the
next -- | think we were going to try for the one who didn't
answer right before the break.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Correct.

We are going to try and call on Paula Nolte one

nore tine.

CHAIR DREW (Ckay. Go ahead to the next
person.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person is Karen
Br un.

SPEAKER BRUN: Can you hear ne?
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SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes.
SPEAKER BRUN. Ckay. |'m Karen Brun,
K-A-R-E-N;, B as in baker, R U, N as in Nancy.

' m opposed to this project. The quantity and
hei ght of the proposed turbines and the proximty to a |arge
metropolitan area, plus smaller communities, is
unprecedented in Washington State, if not the entire
country. At two mles, 52.6 percent nore Benton County
residents will be inpacted 24/7 by this than the other nine
Washi ngton counties conbi ned where wi nd projects exist.

At four mles, 110 percent nore will be inpacted.

This is extrenely disproportionate to the rest of
the state. Tri-Cties residents, including 40 percent who
are people of color, are being asked to sacrifice our
| andscape, wldlife, habitat, and our way of life for the
benefit of those on the west side and beyond. This is
social and environnental injustice in the extrene.

Governor Inslee publicly stated at the recent
climate change conference in Egypt that he thinks ninbyism
has no place in Washington State. |If that is his
phi | osophy, then why are 11 of the 13 EFSEC projects
conpleted or in the pipeline |ocated east of the Cascades?
And how many applications did EFSEC reject because they were
to be located on the west side?

If Governor Inslee insists that citizens in
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East ern Washi ngton accept the ecol ogi cal disruption and
sacrifice of our lifestyles to forest of industrial w nd
turbi nes and seas of solar panels, he needs to have nore
justification than 100 percent clean energy bragging rights.
He needs to follow the science.

The Western Resource Adequacy Program has proven
that wi nd power in WAshington has an effective capacity of 8
to 11 percent when it's needed nost. \Wat off-taker is
going to sign a contract for so little?

This project is going to cost nmuch nore
environnental |y, socially, and economcally than it wll
ever return. One just has to follow the noney to see who
truly benefits.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Qur next speaker is Jeff Banning. Do we have a
Jeff Banning on the |ine?

SPEAKER BANNI NG Can you guys hear ne?

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes. Thank you.

SPEAKER BANNING M nane's Jeff Banning. As
a resident of Kennew ck for over 20 years, |'mconpletely
agai nst constructing a wind farmso close to our grow ng
community. Excuse ne. There's no reason that this wnd
farmneeds to be sited at the southern border of the
Tri-Cities. Eastern Washington has plenty of unpopul at ed

open space avail able for these kinds of |ow density,
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inefficient energy producers.

Appendi x Q Visual Sinulations, figure 81 A and B
Is what | would see every day as |I drive to work, get
groceries, walk the dog, now ny yard, or |ook out of ny
['iving room w ndows.

I nstead of the greens of the wheat fields in
spring slowy fading into hues of yellow and brown over the
sunmer, ny view woul d be dom nated by over 20 spinning,
bl i nking nonstrosities. Part of the Tri-Cties allure is
t he open panoram c views of our vast shrub steppe ecosystem
244 wi nd turbines woul d make a nockery of that.

If | bought a house within view of a wind farm
then that woul d be a choice |I nmade, know ng full well going
into the purchase. Placing the Horse Heaven Hlls Wnd Farm
at its proposed location is an insult to the many South
Ri chl and, Kennew ck honeowners who chose this area
specifically for the views of Badger Canyon and the feeling
of openness as you | ook out of your house.

| woul d nmuch rather have a single, small nodul ar
reactor nuclear plant built in the same general |ocation
t han hundreds of inefficient wind turbines and sol ar panels.
And SMR may not have as large a nane plate generation val ue,
but we all know that wi nd and sol ar never generate their
nane plate values. And a small nodul ar reactor would give

you consistent electrical output, versus a variable nature
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of wwnd and solar. In the winter, we can sonetinmes go weeks
with the | ow cl oud base and no wind. There would be zero
output fromthe Horse Heaven Hills wind and sol ar generators
during those weeks.

In closing, if the State of Washington feels the
need to install renewabl e energy devices to neet carbon
em ssion reduction goals, they need to do it far away from
t he maj or popul ation centers of Eastern WAshi ngton.

Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM Pl ease nake sure you are
muted if you are not call ed.

The next person is Jim Conka. Do we have a Jim
Conka on the line?

| will go on to the next person. Kevin Self.

SPEAKER SELF: Yes. Kevin, K-E-V-I1-N
S-E-L-F. Can you hear ne?

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes.

SPEAKER SELF: Ckay. Here | go.

(I naudi ble) draft EIS. The draft EIS | acks
critical information as required by law to inform al
effective stakeholders. This inconplete draft is not
al l owed the proper review, which places the opportunity to
coment at a di sadvant age.

The draft EIS states the applicant woul d devel op a

final restoration plan. By not providing this plan, the
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st akehol der cannot conment on how it's going to be
I mpl enment ed.

When referring to a requirenment or a plan, the
draft uses the non-commttal word "woul d' rather than
"wll." It uses it 5,200 tinmes throughout the docunent.

My personal objections to this project: W built
our home in Badger Canyon 12 years ago. W noved here
because of the openness, the country feel with endl ess views
of rolling hills and unmatched sunsets. W may not have the
trees like the west side, but our rolling hills and
W de-open views are equally as beautiful and irreplaceable.

My objection to this project is 100 percent due to
t he adverse visual effects. The thought of |ooking at these
towers on our hilltops and the destruction of the natural
beauty and the surreal settings is unthinkable. Qur views
w Il forever be destroyed by the wwndmlls scattered on our
ridgelines with 600-foot towers wll make our views | ook
i ke an industrial park, simlar to the punpjacks in
Bakersfield, California.

This project is all about politics. EFSEC became
an i ndependent state agency on June 30th, 2022. State
| egi sl ature passed the bill to authorize the change as an
I mportant step to achieve Governor Inslee's carbon neutral
goal s by 2045.

Most of the 7 point 70 mllion (sic)

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N oo o B~ O wWw NP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR PR
O N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 47

Washi ngt oni ans aren't aware of how or why it was changed.
This new | aw was requested by the office of the governor to
noder ni ze EFSEC, giving themthe authority to preenpt all
aspects of certification and regul ati ons of energy
facilities. Qur locally elected officials representing our
city and county offices have no authority under this | aw
W, the people, have been stripped of our right to be

repr esent ed.

Now EFSEC has the power to come into any town in
our state and overrule | ocal governnment. This is a result
of a governor who has an aggressive green agenda that can
only be achieved with radi cal neasures (inaudible) Central
and Eastern Washington are paying the price by forcing these
projects into our backyard.

The poorly prepared draft...(pause).

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person | have on
the list is Marilyn Di ckenson.

SPEAKER DI CKENSON:  Thank you. |'m Marilyn
D ckenson, MA-R|-L-Y-N, D-1-CGK-E-N-S-ON.

| amnot in favor of this nmassive, intrusive w nd
turbine project. Build nuclear plants, they are clean and
provi de consistent, stable energy.

Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person | have on

the list is Pam M nel ||
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SPEAKER M NELLI: | amPamMnelli. P-A-M M
as in Mary, I-NE-L-L-1, and I'm a Kennew ck resident.

Many are asking, Wiy does the applicant want to
cover over 100 square mles of the scenic Horse Heaven Hills
Wwth up to 244 whirring and flashing wind turbines as tall
as Seattle's Space Needl e? Wy here, when wind projects are
usual ly placed in renote, rural |ocations?

In chapter 1, page 5 of the DEIS, the applicant
lists coomercially viable above-average w nd speeds as one
reason for selecting the Horse Heaven Hills.

To the contrary, a study by the Wstern Resource
Adequacy Program or RAP reports Washi ngton-based wi nd power
provi ded the | owest effective capacity of the Western U. S.
and British Colunbia during Decenber into February. And
t hat during the hottest nonths, August and Septenber,

Washi ngton wi nd capacity agai n declined.

In other words -- cut, the wi nd doesn't bl ow
enough here.

The DEIS lists area | andowners' willingness to
participate in the project as another reason for selecting
the Horse Heaven Hills, but fails to recognize the objection
of local residents, Benton County conm ssioners, city
councils, other elected officials, and nore.

Despite the science and | ocal opposition, the

applicant is commtted to building this inefficient project
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that is too close, too big, and too tall. [It's too close
wi th 100, 000 people living wthin six mles of the Horse
Heaven turbines. That's conpared to about 19,000 people
wthin six mles for all the other projects in the state
conbi ned.

I nstead of trees, 150 to 244 Space Needl| e-sized
wind turbines with red flashing lights will be visible

wi thout the -- throughout the Tri-Cities and by tourists

visiting our fanobus wineries. It is so big that Washi ngton

Departnent of Fish and Wldlife fears it is inpossible to
effectively mtigate the environnental risks it poses to
sensitive wldlife and sonme of the |ast remaining shrub
steppe habitat in the state.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you. Your tine is
up.

The next person | have is Patrick G engs.

SPEAKER GRENGS: Hello. Can you hear ne?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes, we can.

SPEAKER GRENGS: Excellent. M nane is
Patrick Gengs, P-AT-RI1-CK GRENGS.

Speaki ng as a 30-year resident of the Tri-Gties

and owner of 40 acres of farml and here in West Richland, |'

here to nmake clear ny statenent against any construction
related to the Horse Heaven Hills Wnd Farm

First and forenost, w nd turbines are not

m

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N oo o B~ O wWw NP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR PR
O N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm

Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 50

economcally viable. Wnd power is intermttent, as we all
know. Every watt of power produced by wi nd nust be
suppl ement ed by back-up sources including hydro, nuclear,
and a m x of hydrocarbons. At a mninmum this doubles the
cost of wi nd power.
Second, wi nd power is neither green nor
sustai nable. The wi nd bl ades nust be replaced every 20 to
25 years as a result of stress-fractured degradation. Most
of the turbines in the Colunbia Gorge were installed during
t he period of 2005 through 2015, and many of these will need
to be replaced starting in 2030.
Recycling is not an econom cally viable option.
Wnd power is sinply not sustainable. |Instead of
desecrating our beautiful |andscape in Eastern Washi ngton,
we shoul d focus our efforts on preserving the fully green
and cl ean hydropower that's in operation, as well as advance
t he build-out of safe nuclear reactors. | submtted
addi tional conments via enmail to EFSEC.
In summary, |'m opposed to the Horse Heaven Hills
Wnd Project. Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, | have Rylan Gines. |Is there a Rylan
Gimes on the |ine?
SPEAKER GRI MES: Yeah. Can you hear ne?
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes, we can hear you now.
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SPEAKER GRIMES: Ckay. M nane is Rylan
Gimes. RY-L-A-N, GRI-ME-S.

I'ma lifelong resident of the Tri-Cities, and |I'm
a representative of the IBWLocal 112, and we represent
1,300 electricians in Southeastern Washi ngton that woul d
greatly benefit fromthe jobs that wll be created by this
proj ect.

My brothers and sisters of |BW112 have been at
the forefront of green energy production, including a recent
repower at the Vansycle Wnd Project in Athena, O egon,
successfully extending the life of the towers down there.

My brothers and sisters built the first wind and sol ar
project in Anerica that could put power on the grid 24/7
t hrough battery storage in Lexington, Oregon, |ast year.
Low cost power is the key to attracting new industries to
the area, and we need the supply -- we need the supply in
any formit takes.

My brothers and sisters depend on a steady stream
of construction jobs, and denying this project not only deny
t hem t hese jobs, but future jobs, as well, as industry turns
away fromthe area.

| understand a desire to build this project far
fromview, but I would ask those opposed how |l ong their
commute to work is. Many of ny brothers and sisters drive

an hour and a half one way to work every day. This would be
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a wel conme change of pace for many of them

| BWLocal 112 and | support this project.
Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Qur next person is Darrell Osborn.

SPEAKER OSBORN:  Yes. Darrell Gsborn.
D-A-RRE-L-L. Last nane Gsborn, O S-B-ORN.

Ckay. Wiat | would start with, at the beginning
of this call we took a roll call. Wat | noticed absent was
anybody representing public health. And I call that to
attention, both the audible and inaudible effects on nearby
| ocal es, and the well-docunented cases in other areas in
whi ch they are finding neurol ogical conditions and ot her
t hi ngs that have been continued to be researched and trying
to attribute exactly where these seem ngly new conditions
are arising from which just happen to be nearby w nd farns.
Thi s has happened in the mainland all over the US and as far
out as Hawaii and the North Shore.

Secondly, we tal k about sone of the goals of the
county and our public lands, kind of designation goal No. 3
I's conserve visually promnent, naturally vegetated steep
sl opes and el evated ridges at the Col unbia Basin | andscape
and our nucl ear product of the ice age. That's a goal. |
don't believe that this project maintains that goal of

preserving the | andscape.
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Anot her note in the docunent is that this is four
mles south of Kennewi ck. |'mnot sure exactly the point
they used in Kennew ck, but as Kennew ck continues to
expand, as soneone already previously noted, this is upwards
of three quarters of a mle fromresidents. And as we
continue to expand out the Badger Canyon area in hel ping
devel opnents continue to grow, |I'mall for clean energy,
just not at the expense of the residents and the way of
life.

| coomute a long ways. | don't think a shorter
commute is a good reason for a couple of electricians to
damage our environnent and our infrastructure.

Thank you for having ne.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person on the
list is Jason Lohr.

SPEAKER LOHR: Hell o, can you hear ne?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes, we can.

SPEAKER LOHR:  J-A-S-ON, L-OHR Thank you
all for having ne.

| think what |1'd like to talk about is, I aman
electrician. I've lived here nost of ny life, and I'm--
it's depressing to hear so many of ny fellow citizens
belittle and di m nish my profession and those of nine
percent of our citizens here locally. W account for about

ni ne percent of workers and a heck of a ot nore than that
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of the econony. Construction is a great deal of our econony
out here.

| hear a | ot about, these jobs are tenporary.
Construction is tenporary. | build things, and then they're
built, and then | go build sonething else. M job is
inmportant. Al of our jobs are inportant. | do not think
it is a genuine, viable argunment that jobs aren't inportant
because they won't last for ten years. It is a huge portion
of our econony and is the way nyself and an awful | ot of
people feed our famlies. So | really don't |ike hearing,
Wio cares about a couple of electricians, particularly from
el ected officials.

Now, with the rest of ny time | guess I'd like to
bring up a couple of weird things I've heard. | recomend
you Google wi nd turbine syndronme because all the results are
basically, it doesn't exist.

Do sol ar panels vaporize birds md flight? No.
That's absurd.

| have worked in wind and solar projects. | find
it interesting that there's a bunch of people that |ooked up
some things that would confirmtheir bias on the Internet,
and we haven't heard from anybody who is an expert in any of
t hese fields.

| have worked in these places. | haven't seen any

dead birds. | haven't seen any huge environnental inpacts.
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|'ve seen crops growi ng right underneath these things, and |

personally think it's unacceptable for a couple of

homeowners to nove to the edge of the city and point out

their kitchen w ndow and say, That's it. Nobody ever gets

to build anything there because | bought a house over here.
Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person | have on
the list is Valerie MIler. Do we have a Valerie MIler on
the |ine?

SPEAKER M LLER: Can you hear ne okay?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes, we can.

SPEAKER M LLER: Hello0? Okay. This is
Valerie MIller. M nane is V-A-L-E-R-I-E, MI-L-L-E-R

| just want to first say | amjust so amazed at
the effort that our comunity nmenbers have put in to really
researching and studying what is going to go into this
wndmll project. | nean, it takes a lot of tinme and
resources to do that.

| know |'ve been doing nmy best, and |I'ma busy nom
of four. And |I'mvery concerned because these are going to
go up in our backyard, and |I've never heard of such a big
wind farmever. So this is very new to everyone.

And the gentleman that just spoke, no one -- no
one i s downplaying jobs or electricians or di m nishing what

t hey do, but the concern for the rest of the citizens is how
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sust ai nabl e these are, how reliable they are.

| mean, everything | have read, there's no -- no
one's been able to recycle these materials, so | don't
under st and how they're considered green for energy. | nean,
it doesn't seemlike anything about themis green. | nean,
' mconcerned that if we | ook far enough down the road,
these things are going to beconme landfills and skeletons in
our community and eventually could create, basically, a
ghost town with all the effects that it creates. | nean,
nobody really knows. Right?

And | understand that | don't have the skills or
knowl edge about all that goes on with our environnment, but
fromwhat | read in the EFSEC study, it sounded |ike the
study didn't come up with a good reason why the wind farm
shouldn't be in either. And that's a concern to ne because
that's what the government is going to be reading. R ght?

And so | really hope that EFSEC will help us to
hel p them understand these concerns that we all have and
that we want to create sonething that's going to be
sustainable for all of us for the future, you know, | ooking
far enough down the road --

CHAI R DREW Thank you. Your time is up.
Thank you very nuch

SPEAKER M LLER:  Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person | have on
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the list is Josh MIller. Do we have a Josh MIler on the
l'ine?

SPEAKER J. M LLER  Yes. Hello?

SPEAKER GRANTHAM W can hear you.

SPEAKER J. M LLER  So, you know, mny biggest
concern on this project is, again, it seens like it's a
project that well nmay provide sonme initial short-term
benefits.

The | ong-termrepercussions of the project could
be disastrous. You |look at sone of the projects in other
areas of the country, such as in California and on the east
coast. Many of these states no |onger allow these big
projects to even occur because they' ve seen the detrinment of
| ong-term i npacts.

| mean, you look in Southern California, these
huge farns that are nowwind farns that are now, in a |arge
part, non-functional, because the long-terminplications of
what they were doing were never conpletely thought through.

If you were to do any type of a project like this,
there needs to be a guaranteed -- basically, a
responsibility of the conpany, where they have to dismantle
these if they don't work or if they're not in use for a
certain period of tine. And that noney needs to already be
collected, so it's not sonething they could pay in the

future; it's guaranteed that they wll take care of their
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own wast e.

Agai n, as has been nentioned before, the w nd
bl ades are highly toxic, can only be placed in a couple of
different landfills in the country. This is not sonething
that is easily taken care of.

These wwndm |lls have a very limted |ifespan.

They don't |ast forever. They last for, usually, alittle
nore than a decade or two at best based on a lot of the
research. And again, you're going to create |arge areas

t hat have significant environnental inpact, and that doesn't
even go into sone of the inpact on the aninal species in
this area, the mgratory patterns and things along those

l'i nes.

So I"'mstrongly opposed to this project, as | see
the detrinmental inpact it has on the community, particularly
inthe long-term It is enornmous. And particularly on our
environment, these are an environnental disaster; once these
things are no |onger functional, trying to figure out what
to do with these toxic blades, these big eyesores, and
basically trying to figure out how to manage them

So thank you very nuch for your tine.
appreci ate everybody's effort.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

The next person | have is Cathy Dechter.

SPEAKER DECHTER: She is not available this
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eveni ng.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  (Ckay. Sam Dechter, you
are the next person on the [|ist.
SPEAKER DECHTER: That is -- that is ne.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Perfect. Go ahead.
SPEAKER DECHTER: S-A-M D-E-CGHT-E-R
| am opposed to the Horse Heaven Wnd Farm
Project. The Horse Heaven Wnd Farm Proj ect proposes
construction operation of a conbined w nd and sol ar power
renewabl e energy facility only four mles south of Kennew ck
and stretches for 20 mles along the Horse Heaven Hills.
The product of this project, electricity, wll not
be used in the local area and will, in fact, nost |ikely be
shi pped out of Washington. Once construction is conplete,
t he high-paying jobs wll cease. However, the several
hundred huge wi nd turbines, up to 500 feet or nore tall,
w ||l be around for many years negatively inpacting the
citizens living nearby and the area's wildlife.
Fi nal approval for the Horse Heaven Wnd Farm
Project should rest with Benton County and other | ocal
government agencies. This would nore appropriately reflect
t he desires, concerns, values and priorities of the |ocal
comuni ty.
Simlarly, determ nation of satisfactory

operational performance to neet permtted conditions and

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N oo o B~ O wWw NP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR PR
O N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm

Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 60

operational paraneters should be in the hands of | ocal
agenci es and not in the hands of the facility
owner / oper at or.

Second, if the project is allowed to proceed, it
shoul d be noved away fromthe crest of the Horse Heaven
Hlls and rel ocated southward, several mles toward the
Col unbia River, where it will not be visible fromthe
Tri-Cities and will not present an eyesore to our citizens
and visitors.

Remenber HD Wl ls' War of the Wrlds when the
martians invaded. | amconcerned for the wildlife that wll
be di spl aced by construction and operation of this project.
| am concerned also for the birds that wll be endangered
and destroyed by the operating w nd turbine blades and w ||
have their historic flight patterns disrupted and breeding
grounds destroyed.

If we can fight to protect our salnon, we should
fight equally as hard to protect our birds and ot her
wildlife.

Qur highly desirable scenic views, inportant to
| ocal business and attractive to out-of-town visitors wll
be lost. This wll negatively inpact the | ocal and regional
econony through the | oss of business, |oss of visitors and
| oss of revenue.

CHAI R DREW (kay, thank you. Your tine is
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up.

SPEAKER DECHTER:  Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person | have on
the list is Ross Marturano. | believe he is in person at
Bent on County.

SPEAKER MARTURANO My nane is Ross, RO S-S,
Marturano, MA-R-T-U- R A-NO

It's difficult not to incorporate all of the
t houghts already nentioned, so | just want to add sone
addi ti onal thoughts.

| worked in Manhattan 35 years. Manhattan is 17
mles long. This project is 25 mles long. 70 of the
structures are taller than the skyscrapers in Manhattan, so
we are essentially creating a Manhattan al ong the sout hern
part of Kennew ck County -- or Benton County.

Addi tionally, none of the power is required within
this area. W are 100 percent renewable in Benton County.
We do not use coal, {inaudible} hydroelectric, no natural
gas, {inaudible} to ten percent nuclear. No petroleumis
used in generation of the power. So we're essentially a
green comunity now.

So why would this project be put in this |ocation
when it's not necessary locally? There's no insurance that
the power will be used locally, and it's strictly only a

profit incentive in doing this project.
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So I"'mstrongly against this project for aesthetic
reasons and for conmmon sense. And | thank you for your
time.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

The next person | have is D ane MDaniel.

SPEAKER MCDANI EL: Yes. Diane MDaniel.
D-1-A-NE; last nane is McDaniel, MCD A-N1I-E-L.

My famly noved to the Tri-Gties in 1973 when ny
father was transferred here to work on the Ice Harbor Dam
He was career Arny Corps of Engineers. He would work on
dans t hroughout the west and up and down the Col unbia and
Snake Rivers.

When Dad transferred to his next assignnent, ny
brothers and sisters and | would stay here. W would put
down roots, marry and have kids and grandkids here in the
Tri-Cities.

The growth of the Tri-Cties |I've witnessed since
1973 is beyond incredi ble, and the past years have been even
bi gger, although not always the best jobs for working
people. That's why we need to support new energy that can
power those good-paying manufacturing jobs. Mst can't
afford the hone on the hilltop.

What | ask of EFSEC is to include in their review
how t he Horse Heaven C ean Energy Center's electricity would

contribute clean power to our |ocal region needs. Many
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folks like to conplain, and we've heard a little bit on the
call tonight about California and others, BPA selling our
power, turning each other against outsiders. And, well,
let's just set that aside for now
The truth is we need nore of everything. M
famly, we were dans, fromthe Libby Dam to Ice Harbor, to
John Day, up and down. And we all worked on Hanford, but we
need nore. And we need to attract new manufacturing to the
Tri-Cities area, and | think this project will help do that.
Thank you for your consideration of nmy comments.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Up next, | have Geg Gales.
SPEAKER GALES: Hello. Can you hear ne?
SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes.
SPEAKER GALES: My nane is Geg Gales,
G A-L-E- S
And | speak in favor of this project. Like it was
said by the electrician earlier, Rylan Ginmes, that it would
provide incone for the local community. It would also --
this project would also contribute an estimated 260 mllion
in new tax revenue for our comunity.
So | guess | don't understand the other comments
that -- why they wouldn't be in support of that to be able
to grow Tri-Cities.

So that's what |'d like to say is, | do support
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the project. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Up next, | have G aham
Zi mrer man.

SPEAKER ZI MVERVAN:  Hi, this is G aham
G aham Zi merman. GRAHAM ZI-MME R MA-N

| am a professional nountain clinber and the
alliance manager at Protect our Wnters. 1've made first
ascents from Al aska to the Karakorum feats that have
resulted in awards, including the gold nedal of alpine
clinmbing, called the Piolet d O, and a role as the board
president of the Anerican Al pine d ub.

| also work full-tine at Protect our Wnters to
engage our over 200 athletes, creative scientists and
busi ness | eaders to nobilize the 15 m|lion al pine
enthusiasts in the United States, which (inaudible) the
outdoor state, to advance non-partisan climte solutions
that protect all comunities and the places that we |love to
recreate,.

' m Zoomi ng in today from Bend, O egon, where | am
based, but | grew up in Ednonds, Washington, and the
beautiful Cascades is where | fell in love wth clinbing.
These days |'min Washington frequently to visit ny famly
and to visit those incredible nmountains.

"' mhere on behalf of Protect our Wnters, ny

famly and comunity in Washington to provide support for

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N o o B~ W DN P

N T R N R N I S T T T T e e R e e R
g A W N P O © 0 ~N O U M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 65

t he Horse Heaven C ean Energy Center. Having studied
glaciers in university and spent the mgjority of ny life
expl oring environnents, |'ve witnessed the inpacts of
climate change firsthand and the nountai ns worl dw de, very
much i ncl udi ng Washi ngton. These inpacts have crept into
the | ower elevations in the formof wldfires, strong storm
systens and heatwaves. All of these have expanded the
climate issue to enconpass massive inpacts on comunity
heal t h.

As you will see in our witten public comrent,
wi thout utility scale projects like this, dramatically
decreasi ng snowpack and extended w Il dfire seasons wl|
continue to threaten Washington's $6.3 billion outdoor
recreation econony and the health of all Washi ngtoni ans.

In conclusion, | urge you, on behalf of the
menbers of the outdoor state and all Washi ngtoni ans who
val ue clean air, comunity health and econom c prosperity,
to nove the Horse Heaven Project to its construction phase
and issue all pending approvals on the project.

Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, we have Brent Strecker.
SPEAKER STRECKER: Yes. Brent Strecker

B-RE-NT, ST-RE-CK-E-R

Benton County's been ny hone for over 50 years,
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and ny famly live within one mle of the proposed turbines.
| enjoy outdoors and have hi ked and bi ked the Horse Heaven
Hills ny entire life.

| see first-hand the wildlife that will be
affected by the turbines. There's an oW couple that hoots
fromour rooftops during the night, and | see hawks al nost
every tinme out riding or biking. | generally see flocks of
seagul s or Sandhill Cranes and geese flyover year-round.
One tine, this |last Decenber, the sky was filled wth flocks
and birds for as far as | could see in all directions. Sone
of the flocks had 500 to 1,000 birds in them all headed
t hrough the proposed turbine area.

I ndustrial wind turbines are not a novelty or a
cel ebration of -- synbol of the environnental virtue many of
East ern Washi ngtoni ans who live within themas an intruding
presence al ong every path we travel in and out of our
comunity and as a backdrop to our favorite fishing,
hunting, hiking and sightseeing destinations.

The idea that ny wife and I have to live within
this intruding presence of the forest and industrial w nd
turbines in our backyard every tine we step outside, day or
night, it's dispiriting and, frankly, downright depressing,
particul arly when you consider that Washington state is
al ready one of the top renewabl e energy producers in the

nation and that unreliable wind farns will do little to
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nothing to solve the real problemw th increasing bl ackout
risk wthin our -- facing Washington State citizens.

There are many reasons the turbine towers over the
Tri-Cties are just wong. For instance, ny estimate, this
proj ect would reuse around 20,000 gallons of oil annually,
but the reason -- the one reason that should be nost
considered is the western regency protection research
because it directly addresses how the turbines in our area
w Il operate. Thank you.

CHAIR DREW (kay. Thank you for your
comments. Your tine is up. You can send the rest in
writing.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Up next, we have Jerry
Strickler. Do we have a Jerry Strickler on the Iine?

| will call the next person. Rick Dunn.

SPEAKER DUNN: Yeah. Good evening. Rick
Dunn. R I-CK, DUNN |I'mthe general manager of Benton
PUD and a longtine citizen of Benton County.

It's conmon sense to recognize the intermttency
and variability of the wind power is a significant
deficiency when the power grid is expected to deliver
continuous and uninterrupted electricity no matter what the
weat her .

The question is, can you assign a nunber to this

deficiency? And the answer is yes, and utilities in the
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Nort hwest have done it. In response to increasing risk at
Nort hwest power grid blackouts driven by rapid coal plant
retirenents and no plans for reliable replacenents, Benton
PUD joined a consortiumof utilities in an effort, called
t he Western Resource Adequacy Program also known as WRAP.

One maj or objective of the WRAP was to adopt
comon grid reliability planning and anal ysi s standards,

i ncluding cal cul ati ng what percentage of installed wind farm
generating capacity located in certain geographic areas can
be counted on when electricity demand is highest.

What the WRAP team determ ned i s Washi ngton w nd
farns are expected to provide the | owest effective wnter
capacity than any region analyzed, by a factor of nore than
two to three depending on the nonth. In the worst case,
utilities who add Washington wind to their portfolio wll
only be allowed to use eight percent of the maxi num
generating capacity possible as credit toward their January
dependabl e supply inventory.

The 850 negawatt Horse Heaven Hlls Wnd Farm
boundary area is over 72,000 acres, but the project would
only be credited by the WRAP for 68 negawatts of
January-effective capacity. It would take nore than seven
projects the size of the Horse Heaven project to provide
ef fective capacity-based, single clean burning and

dependabl e natural gas power plant occupying 15 to 20 acres.
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Utility engineers |ike nyself have been backed
into a corner by politicians who are now designing the power
grid to their liking. There's no doubt wnd farns are going
to be built. But if you still think the matters should
matter, Washington wind farns should be low on the Iist of
the alternatives, or in the case of the Horse Heaven W nd
Farm renoved fromthe list. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Next, | have Jacque Fuller or Jack Fuller. Do |
have a Jacque Fuller on the Iine?

| will go on to the next person. M ke Bosse.

SPEAKER BOSSE: Thank you. M ke Bosse.
MI-K-E, B-OSS-E

Devel oping the project's hybrid conbi nati on of
wi nd, solar and battery storage applications will create as
many as 930 jobs for skilled construction workers. Through
bui | ding of |ocal access roads and foundations to support
t he technol ogy, the project will enploy crane operators,
el ectricians and skilled | aborers.

The project wll be a significant source of
enpl oyment in the local area. The jobs required by this
project are high-paying, famly wage opportunities.

Econom ¢ i npact studies examining the projects estimted the
typi cal inconme per worker during the construction phase wl|

be $113,500. That's nearly 60 percent higher than the
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average regi onal conpensation across industries and 37
percent higher than the conpensation in the construction
I ndustry for Benton and Franklin Counties.

The studies also show that a -- at full build-out,
the project could amount to at least 73 mllion in |abor
inconme and 143 mllion in total economc output. Follow ng
construction, the project will also create a conbination --
a conbined direct, indirect and induced total of 56
| ong-term high paying jobs during the estinmted 30-year
l'i fespan.

|'d also like to add that |I'm happy to hear
there's so nuch support on this forumfor nuclear power, as
that will probably be comng up in the near future as well.

Thank you for your tine.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Next, | have Mark Morton. 1s Mark Mrton on the
line? | recall seeing himin the chat. | wll call one
nore tinme for Mark Morton.

Ckay. | will call the next person. | have Mnuel
Seubert.

SPEAKER SEUBERT: ©h, yeah. Hello, can you
hear nme?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes.

SPEAKER SEUBERT: This is Manuel Seubert,
MA-NUEL, SEUBERT.
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SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Go ahead.
SPEAKER SEUBERT: | already submtted
coments in witing, so I'll keep it short.

| agree with a lot of the comments against a w nd
farmhere, blinking Iights and waste of space, when nucl ear
power is a lot nore efficient. But |I'malso a |ocal
paragliding pilot who flies on that ridge, basically, on
every opportunity that | get. The wind is very vari able.
Sonetines it's way too strong; sonetines there's absolutely
no wi nd, which, you know, affects wi nd power generation
probably as well.

But I'm al so concerned about the effect of the
turbines on paragliding pilots. Not the risk of getting
hit, per se, but how nmuch turbulence is after the turbines;
how nuch does the winter ones affect, you know, the w nd,
downwi nd of the buildings.

That was not addressed in any of the comments in
the environnental statenment, at |east | haven't seen it.
They nention a | ot of paragliding spots, but none of those
spots are used, except for Kiona, which is right -- the sane
which -- where the wind turbines are planned to be built.

So just sonething to keep in mnd.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, | have Ci sco El guezabal. Apol ogies.
SPEAKER ELGUEZABAL: Nope, you got it pretty
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close. Cisco, GI1-SCO Last nane, E-L-GUE-Z-A-B-A-L

Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.
"' mthe business manager of Labors Local 348. | represent
over 1,200 hardworking men and wonen in Eastern and Centr al
Washi ngt on.

Hor se Heaven Cl ean Energy Project wll result in
approximately 1,000 | ocal union construction jobs, 56
|l ong-termfam |y permanent jobs.

Scout Clean has also conmitted to the use of a
apprenticeship utilization for 15 percent of |abor hours.
W al ready have trained, qualified nen and wonen to do the
renewabl e projects, so we are in full support of this
project. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Next, we have Russel
Wal ker .

SPEAKER WALKER: Good eveni ng. Russel
Val ker, RUS S-EL-L, WA-L-K-E-R

| commend this council on the thorough anal ysis
visual inpact included in the DEIS for the Horse Heaven
Cl ean Energy Center. This approach is based on a factual
and sound net hodol ogy, a forthright accounting of how the
project's visual inpacts will vary widely in different
di stances between key observation points. A clear
mtigation neasure is to avoid and mnim ze the nost

significant potential visual obstructions.
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This inpartial science-based approach is needed,
particul arly considering many of the enotional and
I naccurate appeal s that have been nade about the project.

It is true that individuals may have a difference
I n opinion about what our region's | andscape ought to | ook
like. 1t's also true that wind turbines are prom nent
features which will be seen by many, may elicit subjective
reactions. But by relocating the project's proposed
turbines in the foreground areas of non-participating
residents and other sensitive view ng |ocations, the counsel
I's ensuring the nost significant inpacts will be mtigated.

It is also inportant to clarify that the proposed
project |ayout keeps nuch of the turbans out of sight from
key popul ation centers. This has been denonstrated through
several visual sinulations which denonstrate where the
turbines would be in relation to specific viewpoints, but
the current mtigation strategies identified by the DEIS, we
need best practices for mnimzing view shed i npacts. Any
reactions raised fromthe project's visual inmpacts should be
consi dered subjective. They were also very wi dely based on
di stance and vi ewpoi nt.

These differences and opinions certainly shoul dn't
rai se the standard of further regulatory intervention. |
hi ghly encourage this council to carefully bal ance these

dynam cs against a significant contribution to the Horse
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Heaven Cl ean Energy Center, which will nmake for achieving
our state's climte agenda, curbing the inpacts of climte
change and achieving the region's clean energy goals.
Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Next, | have Kat hryn
Tom ney. Do | have a Kathryn Tom ney on the |ine?
SPEAKER TOM NEY:  Yes.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM W can hear you.
SPEAKER TOM NEY: Ckay. Kathryn Tom ney.
K-A-T-HRY-N, Tomney, T-OMI-NE-Y.
' m supporting the program the conbination of
w nd turbines, solar and high capacity storage batteries.
It's a great conbination. |It's not the only solution, but
it will certainly help the area.
| canme here fromcollege in February of 1968, 55
years ago. So |'ve lived here 55 years, and, yes, there ar
lots of things that | ook different now than they did then.
Drive fromBend to the Colunbia River, drive from Manastash
Ridge to Cle Elum drive fromWalla Walla and you'll see

w nd turbines. Wrld did not cone to an end.

It is -- | hope the EIS will put sonme information
into -- regarding the existing inplenmented recycling
technol ogy for wind turbine blades. It's not a maybe. It"’

bei ng done as we speak.

| also hope the EIS will address or cover the

e

S
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potential of the solar panels to support farmers who want to
I mpl ement agrivoltaics. And many -- many of the speakers
may not have focused on this, but the owners of the land --
farmers -- wll also benefit fromthe steady stream of
revenue fromelectricity to stabilize their farmng cons and
make it easier for themto stay on the farm | grew up on a
farm so | know sonet hi ng.
That's all | have to say. | think it's a good
i dea, and | hope it proceeds. Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, | have Barbara Buckmaster.
SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Hel | o.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Hello, is this Barbara?
SPEAKER BUCKMASTER: Yes, it is.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Go ahead. W can hear
you.
SPEAKER BUCKMASTER: Thank you for your tine.
Bar bara Buckmaster. B-A-R-B-A-R- A Buckmaster,
B-U CGCK MA-S-T-E-R
Pl eased do not allow Scout C ean Energy to ruin
our nost beautiful Horse Heaven | andscapi ng by constructing
W nd turbi nes.
| own 200 acres -- a 200-acre farmthat borders
the base up the hills where the turbines are proposed to be

erected. | really do worry that this will |ower the val ue
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of ny property for years to cone. |'m concerned about the
flashing lights that wll be nothing but a nuisance at
ni ght, and they are nonstrous eyesores.

And | truly believe they will affect our habitat,
and so goes the list of our conplaints. | was strong -- |
was approached by Scout C ean Energy when they first cane to
our comunity hunting for a pathway to transport their power
to the power grid. And truly, at first it seened like it
was a great idea, says this country is working to clean up
our environnent.

Once | really started to ook into this and after
| egal advice and advice fromcommunity devel opers, | felt it
was best that | ran, and | ran fast.

| do not feel Scout Clean Energy has this
conmunity in heart. Wat they have at heart is the
opportunity to line their pockets and the pockets of their
I nvestors.

They cane to our area scouting for a sweet place
toinstall their turbines, and what -- that we really don't
need at this tine. W have an abundance of power. W have
nucl ear power and we have hydropower already in this area,
and when the tine arrives when this community needs support
from-- our community will support anyone when it's tine
that we really need the extra power.

But why? Wiy do we need to agree to this when we
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really do not need this windm |l in our area at this tinme?
Ch, sure, yes, everybody, |I've heard you. W wll have
extra jobs.

CHAI R DREW Thank you. Your tinme is up.
Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Next, | have Kat hryn
Knut son.
SPEAKER KNUTSON: Can you hear ne?
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes, we can hear you.
SPEAKER KNUTSON:  Kat hryn Knut son,
K-A-T-HRY-N KNUT-SON,
Fromthe research I've done, | think that the
Horse Heaven Hills Wnd Farmw || have negative consequences
for the endangered Washi ngton state ferrugi nous hawks and
the sensitive areas the hawk needs to be able to hunt and
nest in.
And as | stated before in ny previous conments
submtted to you, the Horse Heaven Wnd Farm has no
meani ngf ul conpensation proposals, nor any real mtigation
efforts for the negative effects suffered fromthe proposed
w nd farmfor the hawk.
So pl ease do not approve this industrial-sized
w nd farm the endangered Washi ngton state ferrugi nous hawk
shoul d not be sacrificed to neet the green energy goals set

forth by Washi ngton State.

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N oo o B~ O wWw NP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR PR
O N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 78

In addition, the US WIldlife Service estimtes
t hat between 140,000 and 500, 000 bird deaths occur at w nd
farns each year. And the nost significant threat is posed
to species of the large threatened and hi gh conservation
val ue birds such as the Washington state ferrugi nous hawk.

In addition, my farmis within a couple of mles,
probably less, of this massive wind farm and nmy farmis in
a conservation reserve programfor the ferrugi nous hawk.

So that's why | have concerns about this -- of
this massive project and howit's going to affect what |'m
doi ng. Thank you.

CHAI R DREW Thank you.

W will take a break now for five mnutes and come

back at 7:04.
(Recess 6:59-7:04 p.m)

CHAIR DREW VWhile we're finished with our
break, we'll call the next speaker.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  The next person | have is
Bar bara Thonpson.

SPEAKER THOWPSON:  How do | unnute this? Am
| unnut ed?

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  No, you're not on mute.
W can hear you.

SPEAKER HERKE: (Ckay. M nane is Barbara
Thonmpson. B-A-R-B-ARA T-HOMP-S-ON
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| am against the turbine intrusive w nd turbine
project. | heard the gentleman speak a little bit earlier
about how they parasail, paraglide off of Heaven Hills, and
| can attest to that because they've |anded in ny backyard.
And we actually have a | ot of paragliders who use Horse
Heaven Hills to recreate in.

The other -- |'ve already submtted nost of ny
conmments, but one of the things that blares out to ne is
that all of the wildlife and protected species, in the
1990s, a whole Il ogging industry was shut down for the
spotted ow, and | don't understand how all these rules can
be subm tted and changed to put in a wwnd farm solar farm
and wlly-nilly nmake these changes.

So later on in an agricultural area like this and
they put in an industry like that, it -- political clinmate
changes in the state to be able to go and put ot her
industries in agricultural areas.

And 1'd also like to know about the econom cs of
It, since they' ve been building wnd farns -- 2004, there is
a nunber that popped up in one of the articles that | was
readi ng that they spent $90 billion on wind farns, and yet
they only contribute seven percent of our nation's total
el ectrical energy needs. Their lifespanis only 10 to 20
years, and at the end of their operation, they have to be

deconm ssioned, all tracked to the m dwest and buried in
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special landfills.
| don't understand nucl ear power --
CHAIR DREW I'msorry. Your tine is up.
SPEAKER THOMPSON:  Thank you very much
CHAI R DREW Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, | have Carl Baker. Do we have a Carl Baker
on the line? Onh, we can hear you.
SPEAKER BAKER: Thank you. Carl Baker.
CARL, BAKER
And I'min favor of the project. |I'mpretty
synpathetic to the concerns that have been raised, but | do
think that the involved | andowners and the busi ness
I nvol ved, you know, should be able to get to use their
resources to nmake noney and engage in economc activity in
our conmmunity. So | don't -- | don't see any -- that we
have enough negative effects fromthis project to stop it.
So that's all | have to say. Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Up next, | have Lloyd Fred Lieske. Do we have a
LI oyd Fred Lieske on the lIine?
SPEAKER LI ESKE: Yes, right here.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM W can hear you. o
ahead.

SPEAKER HERKE: Ckay. First nane LI oyd,
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L-L-O Y-D; last nane Lieske, L-1-E-S-K-E

| amnot in favor of this oversized, badly |ocated
w nd turbine proposal. |It's located on prine |and, prine
farm and. W need to be savoring and relishing the
bountiful farm ands in Benton County. These |ands are
hi ghly productive and wll be even nore val ued as
popul ati ons worl| dw de continue their explosive grow h.

Two weeks ago the editorial page in the Tri-Cties
made the statenent that the Tri-Cties would be giving up
way too nmuch if they go for the wind farns.

What woul d they be giving up? They woul d be
giving up beautiful vistas that support a wi ne industry and
tourism They would be giving up views that we relish.

They woul d be giving up the mgratory birds that use the
Pacific flight path over that area. They would be giving up
far nore than nost people realize.

It's funny. The Endangered Species Act has not
been nmentioned tonight. The ferruginous hawk falls into
that, and | believe there's a burrowing ow that falls into
t hat .

The Tri-Cities already does have abundant
electricity. W don't need these wind farns, so why are
they put here? It just does not nmake sense. | fear that
one bad decision can |ead to another.

The governor and Patty Miurray did their own study
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on the renoval of the Snake River dans. They stated
alternative power generation nust be in place first, before
the danms can be renoved. The four Snake River dans provide
1,000 negawatts of electricity. The proposed wind farmwth
sol ar panel s produces 1,150 negawatts. It can happen.
Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, | have Ted Lew s.
SPEAKER LEW S: Can you hear ne?
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes, we can hear you.
SPEAKER LEWS: kay. M nane is Ted Lew s.
T-E-D, L-E-WI-S.
| agree wth all nmy neighbors who are against this
wnd farmproject. It's ill-conceived -- it's an
i1l-conceived plan, and it's going to do nore harmthan
good. W don't need it, and we don't want it.
Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, | have Joan Lew s.
SPEAKER J. LEWS: Hello?
SPEAKER GRANTHAM W can hear you.
SPEAKER J. LEWS: (Ckay. For all of the
reasons -- I'msorry. (Inaudible) right here with his
tablet, so I'll start over.

For all the reasons expressed by those opposing, |
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am adamant |y agai nst this nassive, intrusive turbine w nd
proj ect.

W need to encourage nore nuclear and hydropower
projects. Mny of the new jobs nentioned at the begi nning
w Il be nunerous, but will be reduced drastically after the
project is conpleted. Again, | amadamantly opposed to this
project. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Next, | have Derrick Stricker.

SPEAKER STRI CKER: Good afternoon. M nane
is Derrick Stricker, DEERRI-CGK, S T-RI-CGK-ER

My famly and | are not in favor of this nmassive
intrusive wind turbine project. The future growth of our
growm ng MSA is confined by the Colunbia River, which | eads
to the future comercial and residential growth along the
sout hern boundary of the (inaudible).

This project not only interferes, it stops the
ability of our econony to growin this region, which wll
severely hurt our supply and demand for popul ati on grow h,
econom c prosperity and free market principles.

As a young professional, |'malready planning and
wor ki ng towards what best hel ps our conmunity by 2050. This
project inpacts our future negatively and di m nishes the
history that will be built here in Tri-Gties. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
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Next, | have Charles Barnett.

SPEAKER BARNETT: Charles Barnett.
CHARL-ES BARNET-T.

I'mstrongly against this Horse Heaven Hills Wnd
Farm Project. |I'ma licensed pilot and enjoy many hours of
updraft flight along the proposed area of this project, as
do many large birds and mgratory birds that soar al ong that
ridgeline.

This project would prohibit nmy enjoynent and that
of the birds of prey and their natural desire to soar and
hunt for food. | fear that many birds will be killed and/ or
i njured because of this project.

Next, | live in Benton Gty, Washington. |'m
about a mle and a half fromthe project. W have 40 acres
there. 1've lived there for 50 years. The visual
aesthetics for this project will lower ny attitude and ny
property val ue.

The novenent of the blades during the day and the
flashing lights at night will be very distracting and
unnatural to the area.

This project does not benefit the US manufacturers
that send our -- that send our tax noney overseas.

The power is not slated to be used here |ocally.
It's set to go away fromthe area. And yet the people that

are using the power doesn't want it in their backyard.
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That's why they want to put it in our backyard. It just
doesn't nake sense to ne.
|'mstrongly against this project. Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, we have Dan Wrth.
SPEAKER WARD: Dana Ward?
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  No, it's Dan Wrth. Dana
Ward is a little | ower.
SPEAKER WARD: Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  No probl em
SPEAKER WRTH: Do you hear ne?
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes. W can hear you,

SPEAKER WRTH: Ckay. It's Dan Wrth, D A-N,

WI-RT-H

And regarding the Horse Heaven Wnd Farm ny
opinion is this country needs all the clean energy it can
produce, whether it be wind, solar, thermal, hydroelectric
or nuclear. | amnot discounting the continuing need for
fossil fuels until we can transition to 100 percent clean
energy.

In regard to the Scout Wndm Il Farm my opinion
Is to use the larger windmlls in fewer nunbers at the
farthest distance feasible fromview. | do not feel that

they will cause a detrinental effect to the environnment or
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animal habitat. The benefits of the wind and solar farm
w || outweigh any negati ves.

Thank you for your tine.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Next, we have Ji m Atkins.

SPEAKER ATKINS: Can you hear ne?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes.

SPEAKER ATKINS: Ckay. Can you hear ne now?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes, we can.

SPEAKER ATKINS: Ckay. First off, 1'd |ike
to talk about the water issues. On table ES-5 it talks
about traffic, transportation of traffic and not being nuch
of an issue. But there is a letter fromthe Port of
Walla Wal la saying that they can support the Horse Heaven
Hlls Wnd Project with 40 water trucks per day. And it
doesn't state how many gallons these trucks are, and it
doesn't state a route they take. So that is a significant
I mpact to the community.

Also on table ES-3-B, it says waste water is 5,000
gal l ons per day, but it doesn't state how they're going to
get rid of that. So there should be sonething -- it also
states ENR-5, they're going to capture and recycle wash
water. They should have a plan for that. And as | stated
t hough, the water trucks will cone from Wl lula, Dodd Road.

That's a (inaudible).
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Regardi ng the shadow flicker SF-2, it has a
one-year conplaint line to be reassessed after one year;
that's if you have a conplaint, you can call in and they'll
log it down. Well, if they're going to log it down, they
shoul d give a | og nunber to the person who is calling into
conplain so that they can follow up with EFSEC and be sure
the log -- the issue is being addressed.

The other thing is, who is going to have oversi ght
of this project? Wth all these mtigation issues, sonebody
needs to be oversight of what's going on. W0 is going to
pay for that oversight? Washington residents.

And how are we to know that Scout Energy is being
honest and truthful, because when you | ook at -- Washi ngton
state should have full and control power over all these
mtigating i ssues. That neans to stop what they're doing,
to halt the project to nake sure they' re in conpliance.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you. You're out of

SPEAKER ATKINS: Thank you. Bye.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
Next, we have Judy QGuse.
SPEAKER GUSE: Can you hear ne?
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes, we can.
SPEAKER GUSE: Judy CGuse, J-U-DY, GUSE

Wio wll be |iable when there's a turbine fire
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that spits oil-1aden debris over vast areas igniting further
fires and spewi ng snoke and funes from dangerous chem cal s
for mles into the atnosphere, uncontrolled or managed.
Fires fromturbines are extrenely toxic. Wo knows what the
ulti mte damage these toxic plumes wll be to people,
particularly to children and the elderly and to wildlife and
fish and rivers and streans.

Because of the turbine height, the fire departnent
crew can do little but watch it burn itself out. Qur county
doesn't have a fire departnent with resources, know edge or
equi pnment to fight a fire on a 671-foot tall turbine in a
desert where there are copi ous anounts of tunbl eweeds and
dried grasses that burn rapidly and spread quickly to
surroundi ng hones. Hundreds of acres can be consuned in a
single turbine fire, and just one fire incident can cost up
to 4.5 mllion to contain.

Wio will be liable for the danage to crops, the
| oss of human life, hones and ani mal s?

W are dealing wth high voltage nmachines called
aerogenerators high in the sky, operating with hundreds of
gallons of oil and lubricants subject to fires. Research
suggests that one of the main ignition sources for fires in
turbines is lightning strikes.

We have a lot of dry lightning strikes in our

area. Qur area is a high fire risk because of our desert
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climate, where our vegetation is a prinmed tinder box for
fire in the sumer.

W nd devel opers provide no protection to
i ndi viduals or coomunities that have these wind projects
I nposed upon themw th [ack of control, regulation and
protection for people, aninmals, |andscapes and comuniti es.
There is no universal fire protection guideline that is
enforceable. Any other industry would be and is required to
have nuch nore accountability. There needs to be fire
protection in place that will put out a turbine fire before
It spreads to nearby hones. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Next, we have Jeani e Pol ehn.

SPEAKER POLEHN: |'m Jeani e Pol ehn. Can you
hear ne?

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Yes, we can hear you.

SPEAKER POLEHN: (Ckay. It's Jeanie, JEAN E;
| ast name Pol ehn, P like Paul, O Ilike orange, L |ike Linda,
E like Edward, H like Henry, N Iike Nancy.

And | have submitted these comments to EFSEC
already, but | want to bring out that | have not seen
anything in the EIS where they have contacted Washi ngt on
State Farml and Preservation. And we're going to be |osing
that farm and, and we need that -- the farm and to eat,

folks. And the contam nation of that farnland with
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(i naudi bl e), which becone hazardous materials and cannot be

removed fromthose soils, so it wll be basically poisoned.
W' Il have the | oss of visual scenery. No photos

are provided in that EIS of actually seeing what the

homeowners will see, as well as their -- the | oss and

val uation of their property.

And then we have bl owi ng dust, where we can't even
see the streets and the houses across fromus. And this
wi Il add to that blow ng dust scenario and inpact people's
heal t h and cause heal th issues.

Al so, | haven't seen anything on tectonic novenent
of the areas where the wind turbines will be |ocated. |
haven't seen that it's been adequately tested for or
anything like that in there.

And then wi nd turbines do not provide on-denand
power 24 hours a day, seven days a week so it does not
interrupt the current power system And it wll also raise
the cost of electric power, and that hasn't been dealt wth.

On separate fromthe EIS, the funding for the
decont am nati on and decomm ssi oning of the project needs to
be | ooked at.

CHAIR DREW [|I'msorry. Your time is up.
Thank you.

SPEAKER POLEHN: Ckay.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
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Next, we have Gene Quse.

SPEAKER GUSE: Yes. | just want to say that
|'mnot in favor of this nmassive w nd project.

That's all.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Up next, we have Joe Loera.

SPEAKER LOERA: Hello. Can you hear ne?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes, we can.

SPEAKER LOERA:  Wonderful. So | -- let nme
spell ny nanme first. J-OS-E |ast nane Loera, L-OER-A

l"ve lived in Tri-Cties for over 35 years. |'ve

wat ched this comunity grow into just a beautiful, vibrant
comunity, and | see absolutely nothing positive with this
wnd farmcomng in the Tri-Cties.

From ny perspective, it's going to be detrinental
to our wildlife. 1It's going to be detrinmental to our scenic
views. The jobs that they're tal king about are going to be
short-termand only going to be there while they build the
project, and afterwards, our jobs are going to be mninal,

I s ny under st andi ng.

And then finally, the power conpany locally is
saying this isn't sonething that we need for this conmunity.

So | absolutely have to say this is a hard no.

Not interested in the wind farmin Tri-Gties. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.
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Next, we have Patricia Loera. |Is Patricia Loera
on the line?

SPEAKER P. LOERA: Yes. This is Patricia
Loer a.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM W can hear you. &
ahead.

SPEAKER P. LOERA: P-A-T-RI1-C1-A; last name
Loera, L-OE-R-A

| would Iike to voice nmy opposition to this
project. | strongly believe that this wind farmproject is
of no benefit to our beautiful |ocal community.

My main objections are, what is the negative
inmpact it will have on our wildlife, our birds, mgratory
and ot herwi se, and our beautiful natural vistas. Sinply
stated, this is too big of a project. It's too close to too
many people, and it will inmpact so many peopl e.

Qur conmunity is growing every day, and this is
not the place to build a big, giant wind farm project so
close to netropolitan areas. W need to protect our rural
natural habitat and Tri-Cties. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Up next, we have Theresa Mercer. Do we have a
Theresa Mercer on the |ine?

| will go ahead and call the next person. Dana

Vr d.
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SPEAKER WARD: Yes, this is Dana Ward,
D-A-NA WA-RD |'mthe conservation chair for the Lower
Col unbi a Basi n Audubon Society situated in the Tri-Gties.

My comments wll be strictly to the biologica
resources. Thank you for allowing nme to make a comment.

The seriousness of climte change and the
resulting inmpact to human life, the environment and wel fare
of the earth relies on intelligent actions to limt carbon
em ssions fromfossil fuels and other sources. The
construction of solar arrays and wi nd turbines are inportant
steps to slow or even reverse gl obal warm ng.

The Lower Col unbi a Basi n Audubon Society supports
wel | - pl anned solar and wind turbine projects, but they nust
be sited reasonably, they nust take into account, as a
m ni mum bi ol ogi cal habitat and biol ogi cal resources that
woul d be inpacted. Fromour review of the DEIS, it falls
wel | short of attaining this goal.

To al l ow the adequate environnental review, the
final EIS for the Horse Heaven H lls nust include a specific
site design identification and anal ysis of reasonable
alternatives that mninmalize or elimnate inpacts to the
envi ronmental resources such as di sappearing shrub-steppe,
avi an speci es such as ferrugi nous hawks and burrow ng ow s,
as well as prey species such as (inaudible).

In a broader sense, the EI'S nust address the
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l'i kely environnmental inpacts associated with specific siting
deci sions and specific mtigation neasures wth associated
performance neasures that address the regional inpacts to
birds, manmal s and pl ant popul ations and their habitat
connectivity.

W have submtted 20 pages of specific comments,
and we have a review of four issues the DI'S does not provide
enough information to analyze likely environnental inpact.

| ssue 2. The draft environnental inpact --

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Excuse ne, Dana. You are
now out of tinme. Thank you.

SPEAKER WARD: Ckay. Thank you.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Up next, | have Bradl ey
Wagner. Do we have Bradl ey Wagner on the |ine?

| wll go ahead and call the next person, Lori

Mat t son

SPEAKER MATTSON: Hi. |I'mLori Mattson. Can
you hear ne?

SPEAKER CGRANTHAM  Yes, we can.

SPEAKER MATTSON: |'m Lori Mattson, L-OR-1,
MA-T-T-SSON |'mpresident and CEO of the Tri-City
Regi onal Chanber of Commerce.

As the fifth | argest chanber in Washi ngton,
representing over 900 busi nesses, ranging fromsole

proprietors to the |argest enployers in the bi-county
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region, we urge EFSEC to consider our community's voice in
t his proposal.

The state energy strategy asserts that public and
comunity participation is inportant to ensure energy policy
Is informed by |ocal know edge, neets |ocal needs and is
viewed as legitimate by the |ocal comunity.

By the state's own analysis, this region's
hydroel ectric and nucl ear power is 93 percent non-emtting,
and inpacts a substantially smaller footprint with several
times the effective load carrying capacity.

This project would be just a fewmles froma
maj or popul ati on center of 300-plus thousand residents. The
size and scale is inconsistent wth the Benton County Land
Use Plan, inconsistent wwth the character of the surroundi ng
| and use, and at the height of the Space Needle, these 244
wi nd structures would create an incredible barrier to our
| ocal econony.

Recreation and tourism provides over $500 mllion
annual ly to our |ocal econony. Suggested mtigation to
recreation and tourisminpacts anount to suggestions that
regional partners wholly identify new recreational
activities.

Suggested light and glare mtigation strategies do
not account for the vast difference in scale that the

proposed turbines are fromexisting installations

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N oo o B~ O wWw NP

N N N N NN P B P PR PR PR
O N W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

EFSEC Horse Heaven Wind Farm

Public Comment Meeting, - February 01, 2023 Page 96

enconpassi ng 72,000 acres of |and and exceedi ng the Space
Needl e in height area surrounded by no other infrastructure
of the same hei ght and nunber.

Pl ease consi der the negative inpacts to the
Tri-Cities and recognize that this project is not inforned
by | ocal know edge, does not neet |ocal needs, and is not
viewed as legitimate by the |ocal community.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Up next, | have Doug Feari ng.

SPEAKER FEARING Doug Fearing, DO UG
F-E-A-RI1-NG

| am adamantly opposed to this project. I|I'ma
74-year community resident, and I'd like to address a few of
the clains regarding wind farns and their inpact.

We hear clainms nade about how many houses a
particular wwnd farmw || power. Maybe it's 1,000 or even
2,000. The truth is if the wwnd isn't blow ng, they won't
even power one house.

Clains are made that wi nd power's economcal to
produce. |'ve read wind turbines will never nmake it to the
br eakeven point, energy production versus cost during the
life of the generator. W hear that wind power is a great
energy source. Well, sois lightning. But they both share
a common problemcalled reliability.

W' || hear argunents tonight about the jobs this
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wnd farmw || create. Earthquakes, tornadoes and tsunam s
all create jobs. The creation of jobs, in and of itself,
has nothing to do with the nerits of wind energy as a power
sour ce.

| understand this project neans incone, but | ask
our union workers to take a hard look at our -- their
comunity and consider the fact that these are short-term
jobs with long-termresults, results that disfigure our
communi ty, destroy our skyline and essentially and
effectively will shut down one of the only true corridors
for growh the city of Kennew ck has.

The Horse Heaven Hills are not scablands. They're
occupi ed by farnms and numerous multi-mllion dollar homes
and is prinme view property. The undisputed fact is that
bui | di ng these machi nes near a residential area severely
deval ues property and hones.

Wndm|ls aren't built on national nmonunents or in
par ks because why? They're an eyesore. |f these w nd
turbines are built along the crest of Horse Heaven Hills, we
mght as well build a big wall here with a sign hanging from
It saying, Here's where Kennew ck ends.

This last year | spoke at a public neeting --

CHAIR DREW |'msorry. Your time is up.
Pl ease submit the rest of your coments in witing.

SPEAKER FEARI NG  Thank you.
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SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Up next, | have Dave Drollinger.

SPEAKER DROLLI NGER:  Yes. M nane is Dave
Drollinger, DA-V-E, DR-OL-L-I-NGE-R

|'mhere to sinply state that |'m adamantly
opposed to this project. | think it's just another good
ol d-fashi oned boondoggle like this country has seen off and
on since its inception. And | think it's also,
unfortunately, a virtue-signaling schene to nake people fee
good.

We've got -- this type of energy is hugely
inefficient. Nuclear power is much greener, nuch nore
prolific of an energy producer or of magnitude greater.

What this project would do, this -- like the gentlenman
before ne said, that the only growmh Kennewi ck has is to the
south, and all of that is prinme real estate property whose
property values are going to be incredi bly deval ued because
of their existence. And there's hardly a way to put a price
onit, but it will be, over the course of 50 years, easily
in the tens of mllions of dollars.

And so the bottomline is this project is not
necessarily for here or any other place in the country, and
the -- the appearance of it is like a graffiti, and it's
graffiti that the proponents and who's going to benefit --

the few that are going to benefit fromthis, they wouldn't
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want this graffiti on their honme or their nei ghborhood any
nore than we want it. Thank you.
SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Next, we have Ira Johnson.

SPEAKER JOHNSON:  Hi, |I'mIra Johnson.
|-R-A, J-OHNS-ON

And | amagainst this scam That's what it is;
it's a scam Take all the pros that we've heard tonight and
all the cons for and against, and there's no reason for
t hese to be put anywhere, |et al one our backyard.

They do -- first off, they're nmade in China,
people. Wiy are we maki ng another country rich? Wy don't
we nmake themhere if you' re going to nake them

They're not recyclable. Were you going to put
the junk? Do like China? W send them our garbage, they're
going to take it out to sea and dunp it; then it'll wash
ashore?

It's not dependable. They wear out. And mainly,
they're not cost effective. If it wasn't for us taxpayers,
t he federal government, subsidizing those things, they
woul dn't be put in. [If they're so dependable and so cost
effective, |et that engineering conpany who wants to put
themin, put themin at their expense and we'll see if it
happens. It won't.

This will affect banks, this will affect
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Investors, and nost inportantly us taxpayers who are here
faced wth the consequences.

Now, of course, you can justify anything. You' ve
got to realize, I'mfromTexas, and | |earned years ago from
a guy naned Billie Sol Estes, who sold fertilizer tanks and
they didn't even exist. So you can sell and justify
anything, but | beg you to take and pray over this when you
make your deci sion.

Thank you so nmuch for letting nme speak.

SPEAKER GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Up next, | have Linda Manca. Do we have Linda
Manca on the |ine?

|l will go ahead and call the next person, who is
the | ast person on ny list, Travers Bracy.

SPEAKER BRACY: Travers Bracy, T-R A-V-E-R-S,
B-R-A-CY.

I''mnot going to say anything that hasn't already
been said by nost of the people on this call, but I'd just
like to point out that community nenbers that have tal ked
and pointed out their opposition are all from around here.
The people who seemto be for this wind project all seemto
be from-- not fromaround here, especially the union
menbers who have been put up and given the canned speeches
and tal king points by their international organization.

There's plenty of job opportunities for
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el ectricians, contractors, construction workers in this

I ndustry -- in this area, and this wnd farmwon't even be a
drop in the bucket. There's electricians that are | ooking
for jobs, union and non-union, all the time, and there's
plenty of work for them So that's not a justifiable excuse
to put this wind farmin.

The best argunent against that |'ve heard tonight,
that 1'd like to reinforced, is the lack of water and a good
plan for where they're going to -- how they're going to get
rid of these windmlls when they're all worn out.

Anot her thing that | haven't heard tonight is the
ant el ope popul ati on has been reintroduced to the Horse
Heaven Hills. It's grown greatly in the |last few years.
It's pretty awesone to see the herds up there. Wen you
drive through the roads and the farn ands, you'll see them
grazing along, very good environnent for them So that's
anot her inpact to the environnent that these constructions
and wndmlls will inpact.

| don't know any ot her animal popul ation that
lives under wwndm|ls, but | just urge the commttee to do
the right thing and turn down this proposal. Thank you.

CHAI R DREW Thank you. That concl udes our
public meeting on the draft environnmental inpact statenent
for the Horse Heaven proposal.

Agai n, you have until 11:59 p.m tonight to submt
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public comments in witing at www. ef sec. wa. gov.

Thank you very nuch and good ni ght.

(Meeting Concluded 7:43 p.m)
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 1                  BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,

 2   February 1, 2023, 5:00 p.m., the following proceedings were

 3   held before Ann Marie Allison, Certified Court Reporter

 4   residing in Pierce County, Washington.

 5                       (All parties present via Teams)

 6

 7           ***  MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 5:00 p.m.  ***

 8

 9                  CHAIR DREW:  Good evening, this is Kathleen

10   Drew, chair of the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council.

11   Welcome to tonight's public meeting for the Horse Heaven

12   Wind Project, and thank you for joining us this evening.

13             Ms. Grantham, will you call the roll for the Horse

14   Heaven Council members for the EFSEC.

15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  Department of

16   Commerce.

17                  SPEAKER KELLY:  Kate Kelly present.

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Department of Ecology.

19                  SPEAKER LEVITT:  Eli Levitt present.

20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish and

21   Wildlife.

22                  SPEAKER LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston present.

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural

24   Resources.

25                  SPEAKER YOUNG:  Lenny Young present.
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 1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Utilities and

 2   Transportation Commission.

 3                  SPEAKER BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster present.

 4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  For the Horse Heaven

 5   Project, Department of Agriculture, Derek Sandison.

 6                  SPEAKER SANDISON:  Present.

 7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Benton County, Ed Brost.

 8                       (No response)

 9             And that is everyone, Chair.

10                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

11             Welcome again to the public meeting tonight.  It

12   is to receive comments on the draft environmental impact

13   statement for the Horse Heaven proposal per SEPA that state

14   environmental policy act rules in WAC, Washington

15   Administrative Code 197-11.  EFSEC publicly noticed

16   invitations to review and comment on the Horse Heaven Draft

17   Environmental Impact Statement or DEIS.

18             The DEIS comment period runs from December 19th,

19   2022, to February 1st, 2023, 45 days.  Public comments

20   submissions will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. tonight.

21   After close of the comment period, EFSEC will review the

22   comments and these will inform the preparation of a final

23   environmental impact statement or FEIS.

24             EFSEC will not be giving presentations or

25   answering questions this evening.  This evening the council
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 1   is here to listen.

 2             Reminder to all of you is that the EFSEC staff are

 3   available during regular business hours to answer questions

 4   about the project proposal.  Information about the Horse

 5   Heaven proposal and copies of the draft EIS are available on

 6   the EFSEC website www.efsec.wa.gov.

 7             Each speaker tonight will be allotted two minutes

 8   to allow for as many speakers as possible.  When your name

 9   is called, please identify yourself and begin by spelling

10   your name for the court reporter.

11             There will be a timer on the screen for those

12   joining via computer, and I will let you know when the end

13   of the two minutes is up.  Any comments that exceed this

14   time should be submitted online.  The information to do so

15   can be found on the Horse Heaven Project website and has

16   been on this screen this evening.

17             We will be taking a break for five minutes every

18   hour.  We will be concluding the meeting at 8 p.m. or

19   following the last speaker, whichever comes first.

20             So with that, we will have our first speaker.

21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Certainly.  So our first

22   speaker we have is Dave Kobus from Scout Clean Energy.

23                  SPEAKER KOBUS:  Thank you for the opportunity

24   to present comments.  This is Dave Kobus -- D-A-V-E,

25   K-O-B-U-S -- and I'm speaking for the applicant as well as a
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 1   local resident.

 2             So this DEIS demonstrates that sufficient analysis

 3   has been conducted by the applicant and EFSEC to confirm

 4   that with appropriate mitigation, the project's

 5   environmental impact does not pose significant detriment and

 6   is compatible with the agricultural character of the county,

 7   as it is located in the land use types specifically

 8   recommended by the Washington Department of Fish and

 9   Wildlife wind power guidelines.  And the analysis didn't

10   stop with our application, as the applicant has continued to

11   analyze special species impacts and has provided the best

12   available science to justify development plans.

13             The applicant's comments on the DEIS generally

14   identify where corrections must be made, comments to improve

15   clarity and recommendations for enhancements, and we have

16   submitted those comments in writing.  However, several

17   concerns have been highlighted for consideration that we

18   believe do not meet reasonableness and attribution of

19   impacts, tests in SEPA or reasonably align with the wind

20   power guidelines.

21             In general, the applicant believes that some of

22   the mitigation measures exceed established precedent and

23   several must be reconsidered.  We provide justification for

24   those we feel should be removed for the reasons I just

25   noted.
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 1             The applicant appreciates the effort that was

 2   provided by EFSEC staff and independent consultant to, in my

 3   view, leave no stone unturned in the DEIS preparation and

 4   review activity.  The need for clean energy projects such as

 5   this is recognized nationally by the state and by the

 6   region.

 7                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you --

 8                  SPEAKER KOBUS:  The Northwest Power --

 9                  CHAIR DREW:  -- for your comments.  The two

10   minutes has been -- is up.

11                  SPEAKER KOBUS:  Thank you.

12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.

13             Go ahead.

14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Bill

15   McKay, Kennewick, mayor.

16                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  Hello.

17                  SPEAKER MCKAY:  Hello.  Are you ready?

18                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  I'm ready.  Is it my

19   turn?

20                  CHAIR DREW:  Please go ahead, yes.

21                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  My name is Michael

22   Scrimsher.  I live in the Tri-Cities.

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No.  Michael -- Michael,

24   it is not your turn.  Once it is your turn, your name will

25   be called.  Right now we have Bill McKay, over in Benton
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 1   County, ready to speak.  Apologies.

 2                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  I'll

 3   wait.

 4                  CHAIR DREW:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I mixed up who

 5   was sitting in front of me and who was speaking -- or

 6   sitting in front of me on the video.

 7             Go ahead, Mayor.

 8                  SPEAKER MCKAY:  Thank you.

 9             Scout requested that Kennewick supply water to

10   them and was later notified by the City of Kennewick that

11   they would not be providing water to them.  They were denied

12   because they were out of -- outside city limits and also the

13   urban growth area.  Because of the vast amount of water

14   requested, in a year of drought, there was a high

15   possibility that water would have to be limited to city

16   residents to fulfill the commitment to Scout.

17             Since the City of Kennewick's notification to

18   Scout they have not modified their application, nor notified

19   the public of what their source of water would be.  As far

20   as we have been able to determine, they still have not

21   revealed what their source of water will be.

22             Governor Inslee's comment including -- excuse me.

23   Let me back up.

24             While attending a UN climate conference in Egypt

25   in November 2022, Governor Inslee was quoted as saying:
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 1             Governments will have to overcome nimbyism,

 2   including in Washington, to achieve clean energy goals.

 3             He went on to say:

 4             Regulatory reforms are needed to prevent local

 5   opponents from delaying projects.  We've got to make

 6   decisions, and this will be controversial.  We have to

 7   confront it.  We have to succeed.  Unquote.

 8             However, it's important to note that Governor

 9   Inslee's words are the polar opposite in what was promised

10   in the Washington 2021 State of Energy Strategy, SES, which

11   states:

12             Public and community participation is important to

13   ensure energy policy is informed by local knowledge, meets

14   local needs and is viewed as legitimate by the local

15   community.  Additionally, community and community members

16   must have a seat at the table in designing programs and

17   selecting projects.

18                  CHAIR DREW:  Mayor, your time is up; if you'd

19   like to submit the rest in writing, appreciate it.

20                  SPEAKER MCKAY:  Okay.  Will do.

21                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.

22                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  Chair Drew, this is Sonia.

23                  CHAIR DREW:  Yes, go ahead.

24                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  I just wanted to ask

25   Ms. Grantham if she could start the timer after the speakers
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 1   spell their name.

 2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you, Sonia.

 3                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  No problem.

 4                  CHAIR DREW:  That would help, few more

 5   seconds.  That would be great.  Thank you.

 6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Okay.  Our next speaker is

 7   John Cowling.

 8                  SPEAKER COWLING:  Good evening.  John

 9   Cowling, J-O-H-N, C-O-W-L-I-N-G.

10             Good evening.  I am the deputy public works

11   director for the City of Kennewick.  And just following up

12   on the mayor's comments, I've been the primary contact with

13   Scout Clean Energy as it relates to the use of Kennewick

14   water for this project.

15             As Mayor McKay indicated, Kennewick will not be --

16   or cannot provide water for this project.  Specifically, the

17   Kennewick Municipal Code prohibits provision of water

18   outside the city limits or urban growth area.

19             I'd like to add that this information, as well as

20   a section of code, was provided to Scout Clean Energy in May

21   of last year.  So we felt it's important that EFSEC know and

22   the draft EIS did not identify Kennewick as a potential

23   water source for construction and ongoing operations of this

24   project due to our inability to provide water with our

25   current municipal code.
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 1             Thank you.

 2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Greg

 4   Wendt.

 5                  SPEAKER WENDT:  Good afternoon.  Excuse me.

 6   My name is Greg Wendt.  I'm the director of community

 7   development for Benton County.  On January 31st, the board

 8   of county commissioners --

 9                  CHAIR DREW:  Excuse me.  If you can wait just

10   a second.  If you could spell your name for the record, and

11   then we'll start your time.  Thank you.

12                  SPEAKER WENDT:  G-R-E-G.  Last name is

13   W-E-N-D-T.

14             On January 31st, the board of county commissioners

15   did submit written comments regarding this draft DEIS for

16   this project.  And while the DEIS has many inadequacies, the

17   county is deeply concerned that in its current form, the

18   DEIS does not meaningfully discuss or disclose impacts to

19   our county agricultural lands of long-term commercial

20   significance.

21             Specifically, the project will result in a

22   conversion of ag lands of long-term commercial significance

23   without disclosing the environmental impacts of the

24   conversion.  The GMA imposes on Benton County requirements

25   for the conversion on natural resource lands, which includes
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 1   the county's ag lands of long-term commercial significance.

 2   Benton County is required to designate these ag lands,

 3   assure the conservation of these ag lands, assure that the

 4   use of adjacent lands do not interfere with their continued

 5   use of agricultural lands, conserve agricultural land in

 6   order to maintain and enhance the agricultural industry and

 7   discourage incompatible uses.

 8             The conservation of agricultural lands of

 9   long-term commercial significance is a State of Washington

10   mandate that Benton County must and will continue to follow.

11   The county has met this mandate and properly designated it

12   agricultural lands.  These ag lands cannot be de-designated

13   or allowed non-agricultural uses in these areas without

14   issuing a determination that the lands are no longer meeting

15   the long-term commercial insignificant status.

16             Approval of this project would undermine GMA's ag

17   lands conservation mandate and allow the permanent

18   conversion of 6,869 acres of a temporary conversion of 2,957

19   acres of (inaudible) terms commercially significant ag land.

20             This results in long-term removal of commercially

21   significant ag lands, and in turn, the Horse Heaven Hills

22   farming area will suffer irreversible losses as a viable ag

23   area of agricultural resource lands.  The impacts from the

24   loss of ag lands and long-term commercial significance as a

25   result of this project must be thoroughly analyzed and
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 1   discussed before a final EIS.  Thank you very much.

 2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is

 4   Michelle Cooke.

 5                  SPEAKER COOKE:  Michelle Cooke.

 6   M-I-C-H-E-L-L-E, C-O-O-K-E.

 7             Thank you for the time.

 8             First of all, Benton County is concerned that the

 9   conversion of agricultural lands of long-term significance

10   will have a high cumulative impact.  The DEIS is required to

11   meaningfully disclose and discuss the impacts of permanently

12   converting almost 7,000 acres of agricultural lands to new

13   land uses.

14             These new uses will replace and eliminate not only

15   these agricultural lands, but also the function and values

16   that these lands provide as a type of natural resource land.

17             Additionally, the DEIS fails to discuss the

18   economic impacts to the overall agricultural community, and

19   further, does not disclose the economic impacts for the life

20   of the project.

21             The DEIS does not support its own conclusions when

22   it states that the proposed action does not contribute to a

23   cumulative impact on agricultural productivity,

24   profitability, or farm operations within a project area.

25             This conclusion is misleading because it implies
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 1   that Benton County conditional use criteria will prevent or

 2   mitigate any project impacts.  The project impacts will

 3   clash with, rather than meet the tests laid out in the

 4   Benton County code.

 5             Secondly, the proposed mitigation measures are

 6   inadequate to appropriately mitigate the environmental

 7   impacts of the conversion of agricultural land's long-term

 8   commercial significance.  The mitigation measure, LSU5

 9   requires that the applicant submit a site restoration plan

10   to EFSEC.  The DEIS identifies that this plan is to be

11   submitted and it's not an actual part of the SEPA record;

12   therefore, it cannot be evaluated and does not constitute an

13   effective mitigation measure.

14             Lastly, there's no discussion of the introduction

15   and integration of a large-scale non-agricultural industrial

16   use onto the Horse Heaven Hills landscape.  Changes to the

17   facilities and roads and power lines will impact existing

18   grazing and farming activities.

19             In closing, the impacts mean a loss of

20   agricultural lands with long-term commercial significance.

21   As a result, this project must be thoroughly analyzed and

22   discussed before a final EIS can be issued.  Thank you for

23   your time.

24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker we have

25   is Jerome Delvin.
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 1                  SPEAKER DELVIN:  It's J-E-R-O-M-E, Delvin, D

 2   as in David, E-L-V-I-N.

 3             Thank you, Madam Chair, and I want to thank EFSEC,

 4   too, for holding this meeting so we can -- our community can

 5   have comments.

 6             I'm the Benton County Commissioner.  You just

 7   heard from Benton County staff about the DEIS and some of

 8   their concerns, and we share those, the commissioners share

 9   those.

10             I've spent a lot of time in this community, born

11   and raised here, and I've always enjoyed the views in this

12   area when I hike.  What these windmills will do is destroy

13   that, in my mind, destroy those views.

14             You'll hear from a lot of passionate citizens here

15   that really have concerns about what those windmills will do

16   to our natural landscape.

17             I think you can put it to what -- it would ruin

18   our view shed and our views in this area.  If you put these

19   windmills, say, on the hills around Issaquah or if you put

20   them in the Puget Sound or off the coast of Washington,

21   there would be a lot of outcry.

22             Well, we've been hearing a lot of outcry today

23   about this, We don't want those here.  There's better places

24   for those.  If you really want to do those, a lot of people

25   may speak about the inefficiency of those windmills.
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 1   There's a lot of data that supports that view.

 2             So I just ask EFSEC to really give it an honest,

 3   honest, and not be pressured by all the Go Green and those

 4   type of -- type of statements because, you know, we just

 5   don't want to be the dumping ground for all the green

 6   energy.

 7             We have hydro, which, unfortunately, is not

 8   considered a renewable energy in this state, the only state

 9   in the country, and also, we have nuclear power here.  We

10   encourage more nuclear power.  They don't affect the view

11   shed like these windmills.

12             So urge you to say "no" to this project, and

13   appreciate your time.

14             Thank you.

15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Ken

16   Spencer.

17                  SPEAKER SPENCER:  Thank you.  K-E-N,

18   S-P-E-N-C-E-R.

19             Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment

20   on the Horse Heaven Wind Farm.  You, as a committee, have

21   given approval for the project despite our county and

22   citizens' objection.

23             I have a couple points to make regarding the

24   approval over the objections of the citizens of our county.

25   You have bypassed the urban growth act giving approval for
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 1   an industrial development.  If you look back a few years

 2   ago, the City of Kennewick in Benton County had applied to

 3   that body for an increased area of industrial development

 4   south of the I-82 corridor, saying it would not be part of

 5   the current growth plan.  Well, Horse Heaven Wind Farm is

 6   south of I-82 corridor, and by your authority, you have

 7   created something that could -- that we could not do.  This

 8   may create some intended -- some unintended consequences.

 9   If you were the city -- if I were the City of Kennewick, I

10   would start developing that area south of the I-82 corridor

11   based on your decision.

12             No. 2, what is a plan for decommissioning these

13   large towers and wind turbines?  I have reviewed, as I

14   could, some of the cost studies that have been done on that

15   topic, and it looks like the estimated useful life of this

16   project is between 20 and 30 years.  And at the end of the

17   useful life, what is the plan to dispose of these, either by

18   salvage or disposal at a hazardous waste site?

19             The best report and with the most complete details

20   was done in 2017 out in South Dakota.  At that time, the

21   estimate of the cost of decommissioning was $2 million per

22   turbine.  If we apply inflation over the last six years,

23   that cost has risen to over 2.2 million.  Now, who is going

24   to cover that cost?  The taxpayers of Benton County?

25   Because we are the ones who are not profiting from this
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 1   project, so I feel there needs to be a funds setup or some

 2   other reasonable means to pay for the estimated cost to

 3   return the site to its present condition.

 4             As has been seen in other developments where the

 5   subsidies sometimes end at the end of the project and the

 6   developer or the companies that develop it, they have run

 7   these developments, disappear when it's time to clean up or

 8   dispose of the site.  They are no longer --

 9                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you for your comments.

10                  SPEAKER HERKE:  They are no longer --

11                  CHAIR DREW:  Your time is up.

12                  SPEAKER SPENCER:  -- have submitted this in

13   writing.  Thank you.

14                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Lisa

16   Smith.

17                  SPEAKER SMITH:  Hi.  My name is Lisa Smith

18   L-I-S-A, S-M-I-T-H.

19             And I live in the Summit View neighborhood of

20   Kennewick, which is in Southwest Kennewick.  I am a

21   proponent of clean energy, but am extremely opposed to this

22   massive wind turbine project.

23             We already provide efficient, clean energy through

24   nuclear power and also the hydroelectric power in our area.

25   I don't understand why we'd let an out-of-state company come
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 1   in and completely destroy our natural landscape and ridges

 2   with these wind turbines.  We do have some wind turbines

 3   already that are visible from my house, and I can see that

 4   they are idle the majority of the time.  We do get wind

 5   here, but it's actually quite infrequent.  It seems crazy to

 6   forever change a huge part of our landscape to have massive

 7   wind turbines sitting idle.

 8             I also don't understand why these wind turbines

 9   have to be right at the top of our ridges where they are the

10   most visible to thousands of people in Finley, Tri-Cities,

11   and Benton City.  There's a lot of land even just south of

12   here, you know, between our cities and Oregon with almost no

13   population where these turbines could be and not have so

14   much impact on our people.

15             Thank you.

16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is

17   Margaret Hue.

18             Do we have Margaret Hue present?

19                  SPEAKER HUE:  Yeah, I am.

20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  There she is.  Thank you.

21                  SPEAKER HUE: I was trying to find where I was

22   going to speak.  You caught me by surprise.

23             Okay.  It's Margaret, M-A-R-G-A-R-E-T.  Last name

24   is Hue, H-U-E.  I'm a resident from Badger Canyon.  The

25   location where some of these turbines are going to be is
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 1   within a mile and a half of our location, directly above it.

 2   I've lived in Badger Canyon for 40 years, so I've seen a lot

 3   of things and know the land and the terrain and so forth.

 4             But what people don't understand is all of these

 5   big canyons that drain off of Horse Heaven, they bring wind

 6   turbulence down.  The DEIS refers to Badger Canyon as kind

 7   of sloping hills, whatever.  It is very complex.  And all

 8   these canyons that feed in are -- pull air down, they cause

 9   wind turbulence, but the wind farms that are coming up,

10   there are 150, six rows deep, directly above Badger Canyon

11   or to Kiona for nine miles.

12             And with that, we have some of the most pristine

13   farm ground in Badger Canyon, Red Mountain, Kiona, but also

14   down to Finley, but this area here is going to receive all

15   of the warm air that's going to damage our diversified

16   agriculture.  The wind turbulence can be carried up to 15 to

17   20 miles, causing chaos on our diversified ag.  This will go

18   way into Pasco and North Franklin County.

19             The other thing is with the warming temperatures,

20   most from the wind farms, most of these are in the evening

21   or in the afternoon to 10 in the morning.  If you're a

22   cherry grower, you go out to pick your cherries and the

23   orchard is warm, you're not going to be able to pick your

24   cherries.  That is an economic loss to our community.

25             I was concerned because some growers brought out
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 1   small cherries.  We found out WSU IAREC is releasing a

 2   study.  It is not out yet, but it will be.  And it shows

 3   that damage from warm temperatures can affect the quality,

 4   the size of the fruit, which is tonnage.  That's money, and

 5   then also the color on the apples, color on the --

 6                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 7                  SPEAKER HUE:  -- economic loss.

 8                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time's up.

 9   Thank you.

10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Rita

11   Porter.

12                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Hello.

13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  If you are not Rita

14   Porter, please make sure your mic is muted.  She is our next

15   speaker.

16                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How do I mute that?

17   I'm sorry.

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Chair Drew, do you

19   remember what the code is for phone?

20                  CHAIR DREW:  Star 6 or pound 6.

21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

22                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Pound 6.  That mutes

23   me?

24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.

25                  SPEAKER PORTER:  Hello.  My name is Rita
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 1   Porter, R-I-T-A, P-O-R-T-E-R.

 2             One of the things that has not been addressed so

 3   far is the blinking red lights, and I'm concerned about the

 4   blinking red lights.  They'll be visible from my home by, at

 5   times, probably 50 or 60.  I live in Badger Canyon, and I'm

 6   vehemently against the intrusion of the windmills for all

 7   the reasons that's been addressed and the reasons that are

 8   yet to be addressed.  I don't -- I don't -- I think it's a

 9   huge show of disrespect of the residents of the Tri-Cities

10   not even to give them a voice until after the fact.  And I

11   didn't really have anything to prepare, but I just wanted to

12   show up and give my support to people of the United

13   States -- or people of Tri-Cities and voice my opinions.

14             Thank you.

15                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

16             And just for everybody's knowledge since it's been

17   brought up twice, EFSEC has not made a decision to approve

18   this project.  We are still in the middle of our process.

19   That's why we have the draft environmental impact statement

20   in front of you tonight.  There is an adjudication yet to

21   happen, and so this project has not received approval from

22   EFSEC at this point in time.

23             If you'd call the next speaker, please.

24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No problem, Chair Drew.

25             The next speaker is Karen Richardson.
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 1                  SPEAKER RICHARDSON:  Good afternoon.  My name

 2   is Karen Richardson, K-A-R-E-N, R-I-C-H-S-O-N (sic).

 3             This has been the culmination of an over two-year

 4   journey.  I've sent EFSEC pictures of animals:  Burrowing

 5   owls, sandhill cranes, the red tail fox, and the pronghorn

 6   antelopes that graze on our steppe shrub.  As endangered

 7   animals, they've been reintroduced by the Central Washington

 8   Chapter of the Safari Club.  I've sent pictures of

 9   landscapes, sunsets, vast open -- vast, wide-open spaces.

10   I've sent pictures of broken turbines; turbines on fire,

11   like the ones in Williamsburg, Iowa, but the people in

12   charge don't seem to care.

13             US Fish and Wildlife Department with help from the

14   Department of Defense just granted a 2.4 million REPI, which

15   is a readiness and environmental protection program for

16   butterflies, gophers, and horned larks on acreage adjacent

17   to the Joint Base Lewis-McChord property.

18             The Tri-City Herald just reported that

19   Washington-based wind power provides the lowest effective

20   capacity in winter compared to surrounding regions.

21             According to western resource advocacy programs, a

22   quote from a utility planning company:  Washington-based

23   wind farms should be low on the list of alternatives if

24   you're trying to balance CO2 emission reductions, grid

25   reliability, and land-use impacts in the most cost-effective
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 1   manner possible.  The draft study is lacking a failure to

 2   analyze proposed wind projects impact on residents.

 3             With Horse Heaven Hills high pressure inversions,

 4   cold freezing weather, and windless days, this makes no

 5   sense to place the wind farms in this area.

 6             Thank you.

 7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Tammy

 8   Wolfslack.

 9                  SPEAKER WOLFSLACK:  Hello.  My name is Tammy

10   Wolfslack, T-A-M-M-Y, W-O-L-F-S-L-A-C-K.  Hi.

11             I am here to talk about a couple articles

12   Washington Times had.  The title of the article is, "Death

13   by Solar Farm.  71 Species of Birds Killed.  Entire Food

14   Chains Disrupted."  This article talks about 800-degree

15   temperatures above solar fields, and apparently one type of

16   bird in the study was observed to be smoking of its feathers

17   as it flew.

18             College of National Sciences article dated January

19   2021, a 1.6 million DOC grant supports scientists studying

20   bird deaths at solar facilities.  It discusses the

21   incineration of birds, to the point that in some cases there

22   was only a puff of feathers remaining.  They couldn't even

23   identify the remains.

24             We are in a wildlife migration route.  We are a

25   major flyway, according to the United Nations Food
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 1   Agricultural Organization, and I have a lot of photos here

 2   to show different types of birds as some of them were

 3   discussed.  And when I read the wind solar table ES-6

 4   discussing special status -- and that means protective

 5   endangered, I'm guessing -- recommended mitigation measures

 6   should read as allowable killing protected status species.

 7             In particular, you're talking about eagles.  How

 8   many eagles are okay?  They're going to be given take

 9   permits, which my understanding is "take" means kill.  How

10   many are acceptable?  Five, ten, 100?  I have concerns that

11   these shouldn't even be placed here in a flyway.

12             So there are other options.  I think that starting

13   to create things at a point of use is critical.  Do it in

14   college and a high school.  Give them competitions and say,

15   Hey, can you attach this to a car tire and make the battery

16   generate itself?  Solar cells on top of a car.  Other types

17   of something that can capture the wind on top of a vehicle.

18             There's other ways to look at this.  We don't have

19   to go this way.  We should stop jumping out of the airplane

20   without checking our parachute for holes.

21             Thank you very much.

22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Gayle

23   Graves.

24                  SPEAKER GRAVES:  Good evening.  My name is

25   Gayle, G-A-Y-L-E; Graves, G-R-A-V-E-S, and I reside in
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 1   Canyon -- or excuse me, Sunrise Canyon.  Thank you for

 2   holding this meeting.

 3             I am against the project as it's environmentally

 4   devastating.  For one example, the diversified agriculture

 5   will be impacted, raising local temperatures four degrees

 6   higher annually.  Annually.

 7             Diversified agriculture is one of the economic

 8   drivers of the Tri-City area.  The project is economically

 9   not sound as it will not create the energy proposed.  It's

10   at taxpayers expense and will not create the employment as

11   broadcasted by the supporters of the project.

12             The shrub steppe and wildlife in our community

13   care will be decimated without rehabilitation.

14             How does this affect me and my family?  My home is

15   at the base of the hills.  I'll be breathing the herbicides

16   and pesticides brought down by the winds and the

17   construction.  Living in higher temperatures with higher

18   utility bills, tolerating red lights, noise pollution.

19   Missing the wildlife that once flew in the Pacific flyway

20   that was once ours to enjoy.

21             Thank you for your time.

22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Karen

23   Brutzman.

24                  SPEAKER BRUTZMAN:  Karen Brutzman.

25   K-A-R-E-N, B as in boy, R-U-T as in Tom, Z as in zebra,
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 1   M-A-N.

 2             I am against this project.  Scout Clean Energy

 3   wants you to believe that a small group of vocal residents

 4   is threatening to stop this clean energy project, which

 5   would generate up to 1,000 jobs and millions in tax revenue

 6   to Benton County.  Don't be fooled.

 7             Those 1,000 jobs will be short-term jobs for wind

 8   turbine installation.  Once in place the project will employ

 9   fewer than 50 people.  Wear and tear on our roadways will be

10   immense.  Trucks will bring wind turbines to our area in

11   several sections.  Roads will need to be straightened.

12   There will also be hundreds of concrete trucks traveling

13   county roads to provide concrete for wind turbine

14   foundations.  Many of our county roads were not designed for

15   these type of heavy loads.

16             Clean energy is a misnomer.  Concrete has a huge

17   carbon footprint.  The environmental impact of concrete, its

18   manufacture and applications are complex, including CO2

19   emissions.  The cement industry is one of the main producers

20   of carbon dioxide, a potent greenhouse gas.  One reason why

21   carbon emissions are so high is because cement must be

22   heated to very high temperatures for clinker to form.

23             The Tri-Cities is already a hot spot for ozone

24   health risk.  The Tri-Cities' ozone precursor study final

25   report dated December 12, 2017, was prepared by the
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 1   laboratory for atmospheric research, the Department of Civil

 2   and Environmental Engineering, and Washington State

 3   University.  The link is provided in my written comments.

 4             This study was conducted because air quality

 5   managers started paying close attention to ozone levels in

 6   the Tri-Cities when the daily predictive air quality

 7   forecast model, operated by WSU, consistently showed

 8   elevated ozone in the Tri-Cities area.

 9             The ozone in this study is attributed to car

10   emissions, but we can't ignore the pollution created by the

11   millions of tons of concrete that will be used to erect

12   these gigantic wind turbines and the emissions from the

13   trucks transporting concrete to the work site.  The

14   standard --

15                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.

16   Thank you for your comments, and please submit it in

17   writing.

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is

19   Christopher Kuperstein.

20                  SPEAKER KUPERSTEIN:  Hello.  My name is

21   Christopher Kuperstein, C-H-R-I-S-T-O-P-H-E-R,

22   K-U-P-E-R-S-T-E-I-N.

23             What I say tonight I have to preface by saying

24   that I'm an affected landowner, and it does not reflect my

25   employer or any other organization that I may associate
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 1   with.

 2             I reside, by my calculation, as one of the closer

 3   residences to these wind turbines.  The closest four

 4   turbines will be placed approximately three quarters of a

 5   mile to one mile from my house.

 6             During the pandemic, great care was taken in

 7   saving the lives of citizens of Washington State.  Part of

 8   this care was to listen to experts who were experts in

 9   pandemic and in disease and developing mitigating measures

10   to protect people from the disease.

11             I submit, for the record, an expert medical

12   doctor, Dr. Nina Pierpont, who earned her Ph.D studying the

13   effects of existing wind turbines on existing people.  This

14   book titled Wind Turbine Syndrome details medical impacts of

15   varying types on real people by real turbines.

16             On page 20, I read the chief recommendation:

17   Two kilometers or 1.24 miles remains the baseline shortest

18   setback from residences and hospitals, schools, nursing

19   homes, that communities should consider.  In mountainous

20   terrain 2 miles, 3.2 kilometers, is probably a better

21   guideline.

22             My first recommendation is that for this project,

23   that EFSEC follow her advice.  Instead of the turbine

24   placement being one-half of a mile from a nearest residence,

25   as the current IEIS suggests, that a buffer of two
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 1   kilometers or 1.25 miles be placed between turbines and the

 2   nearest residence so as to minimize the health impacts to

 3   those affected residents.

 4             Thank you for your time.

 5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Mary

 6   Cloninger.

 7                  SPEAKER CLONINGER:  Hello.  My name is Mary

 8   Cloninger, M-A-R-Y, C-L-O-N-I-N-G-E-R.

 9             I am not as eloquent as the people that have

10   been -- that are previous to me, and I do not have a lot of

11   information.  But I'm a native Tri-Citian, born and raised

12   in this vicinity, and I am against building the wind farm in

13   the Horse Heaven Hills.  They are a blight and an eyesore on

14   our beautiful hills.  The construction will cause damage to

15   the ecosystem and cause dust pollution in our air in town.

16             The energy produced is not very much, and it's not

17   worth destroying our landscape.  It is not clean energy.  It

18   uses oil.  It leaks oil into the dirt, and it kills birds

19   and disrupts wildlife.  And I don't know if anyone has ever

20   done a study on what the vibration would do to our basalt,

21   and I would suggest that something like that happen before

22   you make any decision.

23             Thank you for your time.

24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Art

25   Kelly.
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 1                  SPEAKER KELLY:  Good evening.  My name is Art

 2   Kelly, A-R-T, K-E-L-L-Y.

 3             We are very blessed to have sufficient and

 4   reliable power via hydroelectric power and nuclear power

 5   here in our region; therefore, projected amount of massive

 6   land for this project is not warranted at this time for

 7   windmills to be constructed.

 8             There's no guarantee that whatever power that can

 9   be generated will not be sold to California, Oregon, Canada,

10   or other territories or even benefit the Tri-City area.

11             What contingency plans are in place if Scout

12   Energy should by chance go bankrupt, federal subsidies are

13   depleted, et cetera?  Who has the responsibility of removing

14   all these wind turbines and restoring the land back to its

15   original status?  According to the Manhattan Institute,

16   windmills provide less than three percent of the world's

17   energy.  Netherlands and Germany have come out with a very

18   progressive technology, using what they call tulip-shaped

19   small wind turbines that can be installed on private

20   property household, business, et cetera.  They're extremely

21   quiet.  They provide 20 to 50 percent more efficient energy.

22   They produce energy to power at least one-third energy of

23   consumption of a household.

24             There's also the issue of the recyclability of

25   windmill blades.  I think we need to take advantage and
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 1   re-evaluate our other forms of progressive technology and

 2   put this on the back burner.

 3             Thank you for your time.

 4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Dave

 5   Sharp.

 6                  SPEAKER SHARP:  My name is Dave Sharp,

 7   S-H-A-R-P.

 8             The developer has stated that the Nine Canyon

 9   project establishes a precedent for the proposed project.

10   That is not the case.  Each of their turbines can produce

11   two to three times what an NC turbine can produce.

12             The number of turbines, the heighth of turbines,

13   the 25-mile expanse into the project, the amount of

14   generation, 100-plus miles of road, 110 square miles of the

15   project, and an apparent lack of respect for wildlife

16   corridors and habitat disturbance.  There is no comparison.

17   Horse Heaven Project is another dimension.

18             Wind projects have been in Washington since the

19   early 2000s.  Since that time, there have been nearly 2000

20   turbines installed over 20 projects.  In all prior cases,

21   the developer respected wind industry practices, that sited

22   wind projects in rural areas away from high population

23   zones.

24             This project will have approximately five times

25   the population impacted as all other counties in the state
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 1   combined.  This will be a disparate treatment of Benton

 2   County.  And what about the precedent that will be set if

 3   this project is approved with a perceived bias, such as no

 4   alternative builds and no subsidy of mitigation or a lot of

 5   unresolved issues being solved by a team separate from the

 6   main process?  Future process -- future projects will

 7   motivate developers to bypass local officials and use EFSEC

 8   for every project with sloppy, nonspecific applications and

 9   expecting approvals with minimal mitigation.  Developers

10   study previous applications, and they study the decisions

11   that EFSEC makes.  Those decisions guide how they approach

12   and present a new application.

13             We are hopeful that EFSEC does not set a new

14   precedent with their decisions on this project.  This is a

15   slippery slope.  I hope that you recognize that.  Since I

16   have a couple minutes -- or a couple seconds, jobs -- the

17   real number of jobs from the application is 450 and

18   approximately --

19                  CHAIR DREW:  Your time is up.  Your time has

20   been up.  Thank you.

21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Paul Krupin.

22                  SPEAKER KRUPIN:  Good evening, everyone.  My

23   name is Paul Krupin.  That's P-A-U-L, K-R-U-P-I-N.

24             I am a retired environmental protection specialist

25   with the BAN (inaudible) well-used law degree, over 40 years
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 1   of work experience in the Pacific Northwest, and I live in

 2   Kennewick, Washington.

 3                  CHAIR DREW:  Can we pause for a second,

 4   please?

 5                  SPEAKER KRUPIN:  Yes.

 6                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  I'm having trouble

 7   hearing you; if you can, speak more into the microphone.

 8   And if I'm having trouble, probably our court reporter is

 9   too.  And slow down just a tad.  Thank you.

10                 SPEAKER KRUPIN:  I did submit my comments, and

11   I'll -- I'm just going to read from them.  Okay.

12             So on Tuesday, yesterday, President Biden said

13   that climate change is a bigger threat to United (inaudible)

14   than a nuclear war.  And Governor Inslee is on record

15   committing to (inaudible) on greenhouse gas emissions.

16             I have really serious doubts about the underlying

17   need for this project and whether it can really contribute

18   to any of these problems, you know, with meaningful

19   solutions.  What does the best science really tell us?  How

20   are we going to identify the good projects from the bad?  In

21   other words, I cannot -- I respectfully want to cooperate to

22   following the recommendation of EFSEC with concurrence of

23   the governor in cooperation with the tribes and the local

24   counties and cities (inaudible) commission with exceptional

25   people who are appointed to independently investigate
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 1   studying (inaudible) difficult and complex problems caused

 2   by climate change.

 3             The members of this commission -- community

 4   commission should be selected using the best and the

 5   brightest approach to ensure independence from political

 6   influence and authority.  The commission should utilize

 7   their expertise and experience to consider and evaluate

 8   size-based limits and then issue scientific and

 9   project-specific findings and recommendations which can yet

10   be used by decision makers.

11             The commission should be charged with identifying

12   (inaudible) and evaluating the validity of the purpose,

13   meaning and underlying premises of energy projects.  The

14   revision also evaluated project proposals and alternatives

15   proposed by (inaudible).

16             No formal action should be taken by EFSEC or the

17   governor until the findings and recommendations regarding

18   the validity of this purpose, meaning the projects, can be

19   provided by the commission.  This commission should then

20   prepare a report (inaudible) presentations, take public

21   comments and then file these findings and conclusions that

22   protect recommendations for consideration (inaudible)

23   legislature integrated federal, state, tribal, local

24   government agencies, tribal governments, public stakeholders

25   and the public.
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 1             Thank you.

 2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Clark

 4   Stolle.

 5                  SPEAKER STOLLE:  Good evening.  Clark,

 6   C-L-A-R-K; Stolle, S-T-O-L-L-E.

 7             Thank you for the opportunity to voice my

 8   opposition to the proposed project.  My family's lived in

 9   the Kennewick area for over 70 years.  We shared a feeling

10   of pride with the Horse Heaven Hills, believing that they

11   should be preserved as much as possible as part of the

12   heritage of our area.

13             Allowing this project to be built at the proposed

14   locations has long-term consequences that will cause

15   significant and irreparable harm to the environment and

16   overall quality of life for an urban area of over 300,000

17   people.

18             There are two options proposed for this 25-mile

19   long project running along Horse Heaven Hills' ridgeline.

20   244 turbines of up to 500 feet or 150 of up to 670 feet

21   tall.  Both create visual impacts that cannot be mitigated.

22             This is not a visually aesthetic wind farm turning

23   away in the middle of nowhere.  It's an industrial complex

24   of enormous proportions of many components and impacts.

25   These towers are going to be taller than a 60-story
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 1   building.  The Space Needle, Statue of Liberty, Washington

 2   Monument.  I think you get the picture.  They're big, and

 3   they're very visible.  If approved, our community will be

 4   forced to live within eyesight of the towers, and no one who

 5   lives here or visits can escape seeing them.

 6             I feel the EIS does not perform balance and

 7   serious analysis of the impacts that will be so detrimental

 8   to our community.  It glosses over tough economic issues and

 9   impacts on tourism, quality of life, land value, aesthetics,

10   recreation and future development.  It fails to discuss the

11   backlash wind farms are facing in California and other

12   states.  And there's no discussion regarding alternative

13   locations in Benton County, Eastern Washington, or other

14   states.  It also appears the project will have no positive

15   impact on climate change or carbon emissions in Washington,

16   and any power generated is likely to be sent out of state.

17   Scout selected a poor location far too close to a large,

18   growing urban area, and our community should not have to pay

19   the price for this bad decision.  It can and should be

20   located further from urban areas.  Please deny this project.

21             Thank you.

22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Harvey

23   Faurlholt.

24                  SPEAKER H. FAURHOLT:  Good evening.  My name

25   is Harvey Faurholt.  H-A-R-V-E-Y, Faurholt, F as in Frank,
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 1   A-U-R-H-O-L-T as in tango.

 2             I'm a resident of Kennewick, and I've been a

 3   resident of Kennewick for about 50 years now.  There was

 4   something humorous, I saw it on -- so serious -- reading on

 5   the news off my iPhone.  And they were talking about, they

 6   lost about seven whales on the East Coast.  And they're

 7   worried that the wind turbines are causing the death of

 8   whales, and it's getting an awful lot of attention.  And I

 9   was thinking maybe if we were whales, we would get more

10   attention than we're getting here by the State of

11   Washington.

12             We do not need more intermittent electricity in

13   Benton County.  The electricity we have now is 90 percent

14   renewable, which is probably the best in the country, if not

15   the best in the world.  When, and if, the wind turbines are

16   making electricity, the dams have to be shut down to

17   accommodate the wind turbines, which is not good for the dam

18   turbines.

19             The wind turbines should be placed where the

20   electricity is needed.  California, the State of Washington

21   along the ocean, along the beaches, and I'm sure they would

22   be happy to have them.

23             When the wind turbines's useful life is completed

24   or something better comes along to make -- for example, if

25   something happened with -- with the -- without, excuse me --
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 1   why I stop sometimes -- nuclear energy, then they will have

 2   to be disposed of.  But they are not -- they are not

 3   biodegradable and will exist forever in the garbage dumps,

 4   if they make it that far.  They're an eyesore that we --

 5   that we will have to live with for the next ten, 20,

 6   30 years, and then -- they have enough money to take them

 7   down forever.

 8             As for the unions and people who want to have

 9   these put up, I can certainly understand their position.

10   They want jobs as long as they -- as long as they're union

11   jobs.

12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Your

13   time is up.  Appreciate it.  Please submit your comments in

14   writing.

15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Victoria

16   Faurholt.

17                  SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT:  My name is Victoria

18   Faurholt, V-I-C-T-O-R-I-A, F-A-U-R-H-O-L-T.

19             I am -- my head's just spinning.  I listen to all

20   these people, and they've given so -- all the facts.  Here

21   is an article from Forbes magazine June 15, 2021:

22   Washington State's Approaching Energy Crisis, Good

23   Intentions Gone Wrong?

24             The trouble stems from attempts to decarbonize our

25   society, but just getting rid of them without a realistic
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 1   plan to replace them can do more harm than good.

 2             Wind power, I mean, I don't know who you guys are

 3   talking to, but it is not very effective.  In several

 4   studies, it shows there is a projected capacity, but with

 5   wind power, you don't get warmth in the winter -- you don't

 6   get movement in the winter or in the summer when it's really

 7   hot and it's really cold.  The actual capacity is

 8   seven percent.  That means of 500, you get 500 milliwatts

 9   out of 70 -- 7,100 milliwatts.

10             But what I really don't understand is this push on

11   us citizens.  I mean, we have protections for animals.  You

12   keep your animal in the car and you get a ticket.  My cousin

13   had to go to court.  You have -- not here.  Doesn't matter

14   here.  All these animals, doesn't matter.  We have fines

15   against noise pollution, all kinds of aesthetic pollutions

16   doesn't matter here.  These things are ugly.

17             We have neighborhoods here with rules and

18   regulations.  Nobody cares here.  We have individual,

19   personal help, like the man who was talking about COVID.

20   Nobody cares here.  They do not care, and that is what is

21   just upsetting me.

22             And if --

23                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.  I

24   appreciate it.

25                  SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT: Thank you.
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 1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Paula

 2   Nolte.

 3                  CHAIR DREW:  After this speaker, we will take

 4   a five-minute break.

 5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Do we have a Paula Nolte

 6   calling in?

 7             And I do hear an echo, so if you are not speaking,

 8   please make sure that you are muted.

 9             One more call for Paula Nolte.

10                  CHAIR DREW:  Let's call her first after our

11   five-minute break.  But let's take a five-minute break, give

12   our court reporter a little bit of a chance, and we will be

13   back at 6:03.

14                       (Recess 5:58-6:03 p.m.)

15                  CHAIR DREW:  Ms. Grantham, will you call the

16   next -- I think we were going to try for the one who didn't

17   answer right before the break.

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Correct.

19             We are going to try and call on Paula Nolte one

20   more time.

21                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Go ahead to the next

22   person.

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person is Karen

24   Brun.

25                  SPEAKER BRUN:  Can you hear me?
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 1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.

 2                  SPEAKER BRUN:  Okay.  I'm Karen Brun,

 3   K-A-R-E-N; B as in baker, R-U, N as in Nancy.

 4             I'm opposed to this project.  The quantity and

 5   height of the proposed turbines and the proximity to a large

 6   metropolitan area, plus smaller communities, is

 7   unprecedented in Washington State, if not the entire

 8   country.  At two miles, 52.6 percent more Benton County

 9   residents will be impacted 24/7 by this than the other nine

10   Washington counties combined where wind projects exist.

11             At four miles, 110 percent more will be impacted.

12             This is extremely disproportionate to the rest of

13   the state.  Tri-Cities residents, including 40 percent who

14   are people of color, are being asked to sacrifice our

15   landscape, wildlife, habitat, and our way of life for the

16   benefit of those on the west side and beyond.  This is

17   social and environmental injustice in the extreme.

18             Governor Inslee publicly stated at the recent

19   climate change conference in Egypt that he thinks nimbyism

20   has no place in Washington State.  If that is his

21   philosophy, then why are 11 of the 13 EFSEC projects

22   completed or in the pipeline located east of the Cascades?

23   And how many applications did EFSEC reject because they were

24   to be located on the west side?

25             If Governor Inslee insists that citizens in
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 1   Eastern Washington accept the ecological disruption and

 2   sacrifice of our lifestyles to forest of industrial wind

 3   turbines and seas of solar panels, he needs to have more

 4   justification than 100 percent clean energy bragging rights.

 5   He needs to follow the science.

 6             The Western Resource Adequacy Program has proven

 7   that wind power in Washington has an effective capacity of 8

 8   to 11 percent when it's needed most.  What off-taker is

 9   going to sign a contract for so little?

10             This project is going to cost much more

11   environmentally, socially, and economically than it will

12   ever return.  One just has to follow the money to see who

13   truly benefits.

14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

15             Our next speaker is Jeff Banning.  Do we have a

16   Jeff Banning on the line?

17                  SPEAKER BANNING:  Can you guys hear me?

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  Thank you.

19                  SPEAKER BANNING:  My name's Jeff Banning.  As

20   a resident of Kennewick for over 20 years, I'm completely

21   against constructing a wind farm so close to our growing

22   community.  Excuse me.  There's no reason that this wind

23   farm needs to be sited at the southern border of the

24   Tri-Cities.  Eastern Washington has plenty of unpopulated

25   open space available for these kinds of low density,
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 1   inefficient energy producers.

 2             Appendix Q, Visual Simulations, figure 81 A and B

 3   is what I would see every day as I drive to work, get

 4   groceries, walk the dog, mow my yard, or look out of my

 5   living room windows.

 6             Instead of the greens of the wheat fields in

 7   spring slowly fading into hues of yellow and brown over the

 8   summer, my view would be dominated by over 20 spinning,

 9   blinking monstrosities.  Part of the Tri-Cities allure is

10   the open panoramic views of our vast shrub steppe ecosystem.

11   244 wind turbines would make a mockery of that.

12             If I bought a house within view of a wind farm,

13   then that would be a choice I made, knowing full well going

14   into the purchase.  Placing the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm

15   at its proposed location is an insult to the many South

16   Richland, Kennewick homeowners who chose this area

17   specifically for the views of Badger Canyon and the feeling

18   of openness as you look out of your house.

19             I would much rather have a single, small modular

20   reactor nuclear plant built in the same general location

21   than hundreds of inefficient wind turbines and solar panels.

22   And SMR may not have as large a name plate generation value,

23   but we all know that wind and solar never generate their

24   name plate values.  And a small modular reactor would give

25   you consistent electrical output, versus a variable nature
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 1   of wind and solar.  In the winter, we can sometimes go weeks

 2   with the low cloud base and no wind.  There would be zero

 3   output from the Horse Heaven Hills wind and solar generators

 4   during those weeks.

 5             In closing, if the State of Washington feels the

 6   need to install renewable energy devices to meet carbon

 7   emission reduction goals, they need to do it far away from

 8   the major population centers of Eastern Washington.

 9             Thank you.

10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Please make sure you are

11   muted if you are not called.

12             The next person is Jim Conka.  Do we have a Jim

13   Conka on the line?

14             I will go on to the next person.  Kevin Self.

15                  SPEAKER SELF:  Yes.  Kevin, K-E-V-I-N,

16   S-E-L-F.  Can you hear me?

17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.

18                  SPEAKER SELF:  Okay.  Here I go.

19             (Inaudible) draft EIS.  The draft EIS lacks

20   critical information as required by law to inform all

21   effective stakeholders.  This incomplete draft is not

22   allowed the proper review, which places the opportunity to

23   comment at a disadvantage.

24             The draft EIS states the applicant would develop a

25   final restoration plan.  By not providing this plan, the
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 1   stakeholder cannot comment on how it's going to be

 2   implemented.

 3             When referring to a requirement or a plan, the

 4   draft uses the non-committal word "would" rather than

 5   "will."  It uses it 5,200 times throughout the document.

 6             My personal objections to this project:  We built

 7   our home in Badger Canyon 12 years ago.  We moved here

 8   because of the openness, the country feel with endless views

 9   of rolling hills and unmatched sunsets.  We may not have the

10   trees like the west side, but our rolling hills and

11   wide-open views are equally as beautiful and irreplaceable.

12             My objection to this project is 100 percent due to

13   the adverse visual effects.  The thought of looking at these

14   towers on our hilltops and the destruction of the natural

15   beauty and the surreal settings is unthinkable.  Our views

16   will forever be destroyed by the windmills scattered on our

17   ridgelines with 600-foot towers will make our views look

18   like an industrial park, similar to the pumpjacks in

19   Bakersfield, California.

20             This project is all about politics.  EFSEC became

21   an independent state agency on June 30th, 2022.  State

22   legislature passed the bill to authorize the change as an

23   important step to achieve Governor Inslee's carbon neutral

24   goals by 2045.

25             Most of the 7 point 70 million (sic)
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 1   Washingtonians aren't aware of how or why it was changed.

 2   This new law was requested by the office of the governor to

 3   modernize EFSEC, giving them the authority to preempt all

 4   aspects of certification and regulations of energy

 5   facilities.  Our locally elected officials representing our

 6   city and county offices have no authority under this law.

 7   We, the people, have been stripped of our right to be

 8   represented.

 9             Now EFSEC has the power to come into any town in

10   our state and overrule local government.  This is a result

11   of a governor who has an aggressive green agenda that can

12   only be achieved with radical measures (inaudible) Central

13   and Eastern Washington are paying the price by forcing these

14   projects into our backyard.

15             The poorly prepared draft...(pause).

16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on

17   the list is Marilyn Dickenson.

18                  SPEAKER DICKENSON:  Thank you.  I'm Marilyn

19   Dickenson, M-A-R-I-L-Y-N, D-I-C-K-E-N-S-O-N.

20             I am not in favor of this massive, intrusive wind

21   turbine project.  Build nuclear plants, they are clean and

22   provide consistent, stable energy.

23             Thank you.

24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on

25   the list is Pam Minelli.
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 1                  SPEAKER MINELLI:  I am Pam Minelli.  P-A-M, M

 2   as in Mary, I-N-E-L-L-I, and I'm a Kennewick resident.

 3             Many are asking, Why does the applicant want to

 4   cover over 100 square miles of the scenic Horse Heaven Hills

 5   with up to 244 whirring and flashing wind turbines as tall

 6   as Seattle's Space Needle?  Why here, when wind projects are

 7   usually placed in remote, rural locations?

 8             In chapter 1, page 5 of the DEIS, the applicant

 9   lists commercially viable above-average wind speeds as one

10   reason for selecting the Horse Heaven Hills.

11             To the contrary, a study by the Western Resource

12   Adequacy Program, or RAP reports Washington-based wind power

13   provided the lowest effective capacity of the Western U.S.

14   and British Columbia during December into February.  And

15   that during the hottest months, August and September,

16   Washington wind capacity again declined.

17             In other words -- cut, the wind doesn't blow

18   enough here.

19             The DEIS lists area landowners' willingness to

20   participate in the project as another reason for selecting

21   the Horse Heaven Hills, but fails to recognize the objection

22   of local residents, Benton County commissioners, city

23   councils, other elected officials, and more.

24             Despite the science and local opposition, the

25   applicant is committed to building this inefficient project
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 1   that is too close, too big, and too tall.  It's too close

 2   with 100,000 people living within six miles of the Horse

 3   Heaven turbines.  That's compared to about 19,000 people

 4   within six miles for all the other projects in the state

 5   combined.

 6             Instead of trees, 150 to 244 Space Needle-sized

 7   wind turbines with red flashing lights will be visible

 8   without the -- throughout the Tri-Cities and by tourists

 9   visiting our famous wineries.  It is so big that Washington

10   Department of Fish and Wildlife fears it is impossible to

11   effectively mitigate the environmental risks it poses to

12   sensitive wildlife and some of the last remaining shrub

13   steppe habitat in the state.

14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Your time is

15   up.

16             The next person I have is Patrick Grengs.

17                  SPEAKER GRENGS:  Hello.  Can you hear me?

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.

19                  SPEAKER GRENGS:  Excellent.  My name is

20   Patrick Grengs, P-A-T-R-I-C-K, G-R-E-N-G-S.

21             Speaking as a 30-year resident of the Tri-Cities

22   and owner of 40 acres of farmland here in West Richland, I'm

23   here to make clear my statement against any construction

24   related to the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm.

25             First and foremost, wind turbines are not
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 1   economically viable.  Wind power is intermittent, as we all

 2   know.  Every watt of power produced by wind must be

 3   supplemented by back-up sources including hydro, nuclear,

 4   and a mix of hydrocarbons.  At a minimum, this doubles the

 5   cost of wind power.

 6             Second, wind power is neither green nor

 7   sustainable.  The wind blades must be replaced every 20 to

 8   25 years as a result of stress-fractured degradation.  Most

 9   of the turbines in the Columbia Gorge were installed during

10   the period of 2005 through 2015, and many of these will need

11   to be replaced starting in 2030.

12             Recycling is not an economically viable option.

13   Wind power is simply not sustainable.  Instead of

14   desecrating our beautiful landscape in Eastern Washington,

15   we should focus our efforts on preserving the fully green

16   and clean hydropower that's in operation, as well as advance

17   the build-out of safe nuclear reactors.  I submitted

18   additional comments via email to EFSEC.

19             In summary, I'm opposed to the Horse Heaven Hills

20   Wind Project.  Thank you.

21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

22             Next, I have Rylan Grimes.  Is there a Rylan

23   Grimes on the line?

24                  SPEAKER GRIMES:  Yeah.  Can you hear me?

25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you now.
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 1                  SPEAKER GRIMES:  Okay.  My name is Rylan

 2   Grimes.  R-Y-L-A-N, G-R-I-M-E-S.

 3             I'm a lifelong resident of the Tri-Cities, and I'm

 4   a representative of the IBW Local 112, and we represent

 5   1,300 electricians in Southeastern Washington that would

 6   greatly benefit from the jobs that will be created by this

 7   project.

 8             My brothers and sisters of IBW 112 have been at

 9   the forefront of green energy production, including a recent

10   repower at the Vansycle Wind Project in Athena, Oregon,

11   successfully extending the life of the towers down there.

12   My brothers and sisters built the first wind and solar

13   project in America that could put power on the grid 24/7

14   through battery storage in Lexington, Oregon, last year.

15   Low cost power is the key to attracting new industries to

16   the area, and we need the supply -- we need the supply in

17   any form it takes.

18             My brothers and sisters depend on a steady stream

19   of construction jobs, and denying this project not only deny

20   them these jobs, but future jobs, as well, as industry turns

21   away from the area.

22             I understand a desire to build this project far

23   from view, but I would ask those opposed how long their

24   commute to work is.  Many of my brothers and sisters drive

25   an hour and a half one way to work every day.  This would be
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 1   a welcome change of pace for many of them.

 2             IBW Local 112 and I support this project.

 3   Thank you.

 4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 5             Our next person is Darrell Osborn.

 6                  SPEAKER OSBORN:  Yes.  Darrell Osborn.

 7   D-A-R-R-E-L-L.  Last name Osborn, O-S-B-O-R-N.

 8             Okay.  What I would start with, at the beginning

 9   of this call we took a roll call.  What I noticed absent was

10   anybody representing public health.  And I call that to

11   attention, both the audible and inaudible effects on nearby

12   locales, and the well-documented cases in other areas in

13   which they are finding neurological conditions and other

14   things that have been continued to be researched and trying

15   to attribute exactly where these seemingly new conditions

16   are arising from, which just happen to be nearby wind farms.

17   This has happened in the mainland all over the US and as far

18   out as Hawaii and the North Shore.

19             Secondly, we talk about some of the goals of the

20   county and our public lands, kind of designation goal No. 3

21   is conserve visually prominent, naturally vegetated steep

22   slopes and elevated ridges at the Columbia Basin landscape

23   and our nuclear product of the ice age.  That's a goal.  I

24   don't believe that this project maintains that goal of

25   preserving the landscape.

0053

 1             Another note in the document is that this is four

 2   miles south of Kennewick.  I'm not sure exactly the point

 3   they used in Kennewick, but as Kennewick continues to

 4   expand, as someone already previously noted, this is upwards

 5   of three quarters of a mile from residents.  And as we

 6   continue to expand out the Badger Canyon area in helping

 7   developments continue to grow, I'm all for clean energy,

 8   just not at the expense of the residents and the way of

 9   life.

10             I commute a long ways.  I don't think a shorter

11   commute is a good reason for a couple of electricians to

12   damage our environment and our infrastructure.

13             Thank you for having me.

14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person on the

15   list is Jason Lohr.

16                  SPEAKER LOHR:  Hello, can you hear me?

17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.

18                  SPEAKER LOHR:  J-A-S-O-N, L-O-H-R.  Thank you

19   all for having me.

20             I think what I'd like to talk about is, I am an

21   electrician.  I've lived here most of my life, and I'm --

22   it's depressing to hear so many of my fellow citizens

23   belittle and diminish my profession and those of nine

24   percent of our citizens here locally.  We account for about

25   nine percent of workers and a heck of a lot more than that
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 1   of the economy.  Construction is a great deal of our economy

 2   out here.

 3             I hear a lot about, these jobs are temporary.

 4   Construction is temporary.  I build things, and then they're

 5   built, and then I go build something else.  My job is

 6   important.  All of our jobs are important.  I do not think

 7   it is a genuine, viable argument that jobs aren't important

 8   because they won't last for ten years.  It is a huge portion

 9   of our economy and is the way myself and an awful lot of

10   people feed our families.  So I really don't like hearing,

11   Who cares about a couple of electricians, particularly from

12   elected officials.

13             Now, with the rest of my time I guess I'd like to

14   bring up a couple of weird things I've heard.  I recommend

15   you Google wind turbine syndrome because all the results are

16   basically, it doesn't exist.

17             Do solar panels vaporize birds mid flight?  No.

18   That's absurd.

19             I have worked in wind and solar projects.  I find

20   it interesting that there's a bunch of people that looked up

21   some things that would confirm their bias on the Internet,

22   and we haven't heard from anybody who is an expert in any of

23   these fields.

24             I have worked in these places.  I haven't seen any

25   dead birds.  I haven't seen any huge environmental impacts.
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 1   I've seen crops growing right underneath these things, and I

 2   personally think it's unacceptable for a couple of

 3   homeowners to move to the edge of the city and point out

 4   their kitchen window and say, That's it.  Nobody ever gets

 5   to build anything there because I bought a house over here.

 6             Thank you.

 7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on

 8   the list is Valerie Miller.  Do we have a Valerie Miller on

 9   the line?

10                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Can you hear me okay?

11                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.

12                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Hello?  Okay.  This is

13   Valerie Miller.  My name is V-A-L-E-R-I-E, M-I-L-L-E-R.

14             I just want to first say I am just so amazed at

15   the effort that our community members have put in to really

16   researching and studying what is going to go into this

17   windmill project.  I mean, it takes a lot of time and

18   resources to do that.

19             I know I've been doing my best, and I'm a busy mom

20   of four.  And I'm very concerned because these are going to

21   go up in our backyard, and I've never heard of such a big

22   wind farm ever.  So this is very new to everyone.

23             And the gentleman that just spoke, no one -- no

24   one is downplaying jobs or electricians or diminishing what

25   they do, but the concern for the rest of the citizens is how
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 1   sustainable these are, how reliable they are.

 2             I mean, everything I have read, there's no -- no

 3   one's been able to recycle these materials, so I don't

 4   understand how they're considered green for energy.  I mean,

 5   it doesn't seem like anything about them is green.  I mean,

 6   I'm concerned that if we look far enough down the road,

 7   these things are going to become landfills and skeletons in

 8   our community and eventually could create, basically, a

 9   ghost town with all the effects that it creates.  I mean,

10   nobody really knows.  Right?

11             And I understand that I don't have the skills or

12   knowledge about all that goes on with our environment, but

13   from what I read in the EFSEC study, it sounded like the

14   study didn't come up with a good reason why the wind farm

15   shouldn't be in either.  And that's a concern to me because

16   that's what the government is going to be reading.  Right?

17             And so I really hope that EFSEC will help us to

18   help them understand these concerns that we all have and

19   that we want to create something that's going to be

20   sustainable for all of us for the future, you know, looking

21   far enough down the road --

22                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.

23   Thank you very much.

24                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you.

25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on
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 1   the list is Josh Miller.  Do we have a Josh Miller on the

 2   line?

 3                  SPEAKER J. MILLER:  Yes.  Hello?

 4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.

 5                  SPEAKER J. MILLER:  So, you know, my biggest

 6   concern on this project is, again, it seems like it's a

 7   project that well may provide some initial short-term

 8   benefits.

 9             The long-term repercussions of the project could

10   be disastrous.  You look at some of the projects in other

11   areas of the country, such as in California and on the east

12   coast.  Many of these states no longer allow these big

13   projects to even occur because they've seen the detriment of

14   long-term impacts.

15             I mean, you look in Southern California, these

16   huge farms that are now wind farms that are now, in a large

17   part, non-functional, because the long-term implications of

18   what they were doing were never completely thought through.

19             If you were to do any type of a project like this,

20   there needs to be a guaranteed -- basically, a

21   responsibility of the company, where they have to dismantle

22   these if they don't work or if they're not in use for a

23   certain period of time.  And that money needs to already be

24   collected, so it's not something they could pay in the

25   future; it's guaranteed that they will take care of their
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 1   own waste.

 2             Again, as has been mentioned before, the wind

 3   blades are highly toxic, can only be placed in a couple of

 4   different landfills in the country.  This is not something

 5   that is easily taken care of.

 6             These windmills have a very limited lifespan.

 7   They don't last forever.  They last for, usually, a little

 8   more than a decade or two at best based on a lot of the

 9   research.  And again, you're going to create large areas

10   that have significant environmental impact, and that doesn't

11   even go into some of the impact on the animal species in

12   this area, the migratory patterns and things along those

13   lines.

14             So I'm strongly opposed to this project, as I see

15   the detrimental impact it has on the community, particularly

16   in the long-term.  It is enormous.  And particularly on our

17   environment, these are an environmental disaster; once these

18   things are no longer functional, trying to figure out what

19   to do with these toxic blades, these big eyesores, and

20   basically trying to figure out how to manage them.

21             So thank you very much for your time.  I

22   appreciate everybody's effort.

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

24             The next person I have is Cathy Dechter.

25                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  She is not available this
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 1   evening.

 2                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Okay.  Sam Dechter, you

 3   are the next person on the list.

 4                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  That is -- that is me.

 5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Perfect.  Go ahead.

 6                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  S-A-M, D-E-C-H-T-E-R.

 7             I am opposed to the Horse Heaven Wind Farm

 8   Project.  The Horse Heaven Wind Farm Project proposes

 9   construction operation of a combined wind and solar power

10   renewable energy facility only four miles south of Kennewick

11   and stretches for 20 miles along the Horse Heaven Hills.

12             The product of this project, electricity, will not

13   be used in the local area and will, in fact, most likely be

14   shipped out of Washington.  Once construction is complete,

15   the high-paying jobs will cease.  However, the several

16   hundred huge wind turbines, up to 500 feet or more tall,

17   will be around for many years negatively impacting the

18   citizens living nearby and the area's wildlife.

19             Final approval for the Horse Heaven Wind Farm

20   Project should rest with Benton County and other local

21   government agencies.  This would more appropriately reflect

22   the desires, concerns, values and priorities of the local

23   community.

24             Similarly, determination of satisfactory

25   operational performance to meet permitted conditions and
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 1   operational parameters should be in the hands of local

 2   agencies and not in the hands of the facility

 3   owner/operator.

 4             Second, if the project is allowed to proceed, it

 5   should be moved away from the crest of the Horse Heaven

 6   Hills and relocated southward, several miles toward the

 7   Columbia River, where it will not be visible from the

 8   Tri-Cities and will not present an eyesore to our citizens

 9   and visitors.

10             Remember HD Wells' War of the Worlds when the

11   martians invaded.  I am concerned for the wildlife that will

12   be displaced by construction and operation of this project.

13   I am concerned also for the birds that will be endangered

14   and destroyed by the operating wind turbine blades and will

15   have their historic flight patterns disrupted and breeding

16   grounds destroyed.

17             If we can fight to protect our salmon, we should

18   fight equally as hard to protect our birds and other

19   wildlife.

20             Our highly desirable scenic views, important to

21   local business and attractive to out-of-town visitors will

22   be lost.  This will negatively impact the local and regional

23   economy through the loss of business, loss of visitors and

24   loss of revenue.

25                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay, thank you.  Your time is
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 1   up.

 2                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  Thank you.

 3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on

 4   the list is Ross Marturano.  I believe he is in person at

 5   Benton County.

 6                  SPEAKER MARTURANO:  My name is Ross, R-O-S-S,

 7   Marturano, M-A-R-T-U-R-A-N-O.

 8             It's difficult not to incorporate all of the

 9   thoughts already mentioned, so I just want to add some

10   additional thoughts.

11             I worked in Manhattan 35 years.  Manhattan is 17

12   miles long.  This project is 25 miles long.  70 of the

13   structures are taller than the skyscrapers in Manhattan, so

14   we are essentially creating a Manhattan along the southern

15   part of Kennewick County -- or Benton County.

16             Additionally, none of the power is required within

17   this area.  We are 100 percent renewable in Benton County.

18   We do not use coal, {inaudible} hydroelectric, no natural

19   gas, {inaudible} to ten percent nuclear.  No petroleum is

20   used in generation of the power.  So we're essentially a

21   green community now.

22             So why would this project be put in this location

23   when it's not necessary locally?  There's no insurance that

24   the power will be used locally, and it's strictly only a

25   profit incentive in doing this project.
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 1             So I'm strongly against this project for aesthetic

 2   reasons and for common sense.  And I thank you for your

 3   time.

 4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 5             The next person I have is Diane McDaniel.

 6                  SPEAKER MCDANIEL:  Yes.  Diane McDaniel.

 7   D-I-A-N-E; last name is McDaniel, M-C-D-A-N-I-E-L.

 8             My family moved to the Tri-Cities in 1973 when my

 9   father was transferred here to work on the Ice Harbor Dam.

10   He was career Army Corps of Engineers.  He would work on

11   dams throughout the west and up and down the Columbia and

12   Snake Rivers.

13             When Dad transferred to his next assignment, my

14   brothers and sisters and I would stay here.  We would put

15   down roots, marry and have kids and grandkids here in the

16   Tri-Cities.

17             The growth of the Tri-Cities I've witnessed since

18   1973 is beyond incredible, and the past years have been even

19   bigger, although not always the best jobs for working

20   people.  That's why we need to support new energy that can

21   power those good-paying manufacturing jobs.  Most can't

22   afford the home on the hilltop.

23             What I ask of EFSEC is to include in their review

24   how the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center's electricity would

25   contribute clean power to our local region needs.  Many
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 1   folks like to complain, and we've heard a little bit on the

 2   call tonight about California and others, BPA selling our

 3   power, turning each other against outsiders.  And, well,

 4   let's just set that aside for now.

 5             The truth is we need more of everything.  My

 6   family, we were dams, from the Libby Dam, to Ice Harbor, to

 7   John Day, up and down.  And we all worked on Hanford, but we

 8   need more.  And we need to attract new manufacturing to the

 9   Tri-Cities area, and I think this project will help do that.

10             Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

11                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

12             Up next, I have Greg Gales.

13                  SPEAKER GALES:  Hello.  Can you hear me?

14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.

15                  SPEAKER GALES:  My name is Greg Gales,

16   G-A-L-E-S.

17             And I speak in favor of this project.  Like it was

18   said by the electrician earlier, Rylan Grimes, that it would

19   provide income for the local community.  It would also --

20   this project would also contribute an estimated 260 million

21   in new tax revenue for our community.

22             So I guess I don't understand the other comments

23   that -- why they wouldn't be in support of that to be able

24   to grow Tri-Cities.

25             So that's what I'd like to say is, I do support
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 1   the project.  Thank you.

 2                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, I have Graham

 3   Zimmerman.

 4                  SPEAKER ZIMMERMAN:  Hi, this is Graham.

 5   Graham Zimmerman.  G-R-A-H-A-M, Z-I-M-M-E-R-M-A-N.

 6             I am a professional mountain climber and the

 7   alliance manager at Protect our Winters.  I've made first

 8   ascents from Alaska to the Karakorum, feats that have

 9   resulted in awards, including the gold medal of alpine

10   climbing, called the Piolet d'Or, and a role as the board

11   president of the American Alpine Club.

12             I also work full-time at Protect our Winters to

13   engage our over 200 athletes, creative scientists and

14   business leaders to mobilize the 15 million alpine

15   enthusiasts in the United States, which (inaudible) the

16   outdoor state, to advance non-partisan climate solutions

17   that protect all communities and the places that we love to

18   recreate.

19             I'm Zooming in today from Bend, Oregon, where I am

20   based, but I grew up in Edmonds, Washington, and the

21   beautiful Cascades is where I fell in love with climbing.

22   These days I'm in Washington frequently to visit my family

23   and to visit those incredible mountains.

24             I'm here on behalf of Protect our Winters, my

25   family and community in Washington to provide support for
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 1   the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center.  Having studied

 2   glaciers in university and spent the majority of my life

 3   exploring environments, I've witnessed the impacts of

 4   climate change firsthand and the mountains worldwide, very

 5   much including Washington.  These impacts have crept into

 6   the lower elevations in the form of wildfires, strong storm

 7   systems and heatwaves.  All of these have expanded the

 8   climate issue to encompass massive impacts on community

 9   health.

10             As you will see in our written public comment,

11   without utility scale projects like this, dramatically

12   decreasing snowpack and extended wildfire seasons will

13   continue to threaten Washington's $6.3 billion outdoor

14   recreation economy and the health of all Washingtonians.

15             In conclusion, I urge you, on behalf of the

16   members of the outdoor state and all Washingtonians who

17   value clean air, community health and economic prosperity,

18   to move the Horse Heaven Project to its construction phase

19   and issue all pending approvals on the project.

20             Thank you.

21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

22             Next, we have Brent Strecker.

23                  SPEAKER STRECKER:  Yes.  Brent Strecker

24   B-R-E-N-T, S-T-R-E-C-K-E-R.

25             Benton County's been my home for over 50 years,
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 1   and my family live within one mile of the proposed turbines.

 2   I enjoy outdoors and have hiked and biked the Horse Heaven

 3   Hills my entire life.

 4             I see first-hand the wildlife that will be

 5   affected by the turbines.  There's an owl couple that hoots

 6   from our rooftops during the night, and I see hawks almost

 7   every time out riding or biking.  I generally see flocks of

 8   seagulls or Sandhill Cranes and geese flyover year-round.

 9   One time, this last December, the sky was filled with flocks

10   and birds for as far as I could see in all directions.  Some

11   of the flocks had 500 to 1,000 birds in them, all headed

12   through the proposed turbine area.

13             Industrial wind turbines are not a novelty or a

14   celebration of -- symbol of the environmental virtue many of

15   Eastern Washingtonians who live within them as an intruding

16   presence along every path we travel in and out of our

17   community and as a backdrop to our favorite fishing,

18   hunting, hiking and sightseeing destinations.

19             The idea that my wife and I have to live within

20   this intruding presence of the forest and industrial wind

21   turbines in our backyard every time we step outside, day or

22   night, it's dispiriting and, frankly, downright depressing,

23   particularly when you consider that Washington state is

24   already one of the top renewable energy producers in the

25   nation and that unreliable wind farms will do little to
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 1   nothing to solve the real problem with increasing blackout

 2   risk within our -- facing Washington State citizens.

 3             There are many reasons the turbine towers over the

 4   Tri-Cities are just wrong.  For instance, my estimate, this

 5   project would reuse around 20,000 gallons of oil annually,

 6   but the reason -- the one reason that should be most

 7   considered is the western regency protection research

 8   because it directly addresses how the turbines in our area

 9   will operate.  Thank you.

10                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you for your

11   comments.  Your time is up.  You can send the rest in

12   writing.

13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Jerry

14   Strickler.  Do we have a Jerry Strickler on the line?

15             I will call the next person.  Rick Dunn.

16                  SPEAKER DUNN:  Yeah.  Good evening.  Rick

17   Dunn.  R-I-C-K, D-U-N-N.  I'm the general manager of Benton

18   PUD and a longtime citizen of Benton County.

19             It's common sense to recognize the intermittency

20   and variability of the wind power is a significant

21   deficiency when the power grid is expected to deliver

22   continuous and uninterrupted electricity no matter what the

23   weather.

24             The question is, can you assign a number to this

25   deficiency?  And the answer is yes, and utilities in the
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 1   Northwest have done it.  In response to increasing risk at

 2   Northwest power grid blackouts driven by rapid coal plant

 3   retirements and no plans for reliable replacements, Benton

 4   PUD joined a consortium of utilities in an effort, called

 5   the Western Resource Adequacy Program, also known as WRAP.

 6             One major objective of the WRAP was to adopt

 7   common grid reliability planning and analysis standards,

 8   including calculating what percentage of installed wind farm

 9   generating capacity located in certain geographic areas can

10   be counted on when electricity demand is highest.

11             What the WRAP team determined is Washington wind

12   farms are expected to provide the lowest effective winter

13   capacity than any region analyzed, by a factor of more than

14   two to three depending on the month.  In the worst case,

15   utilities who add Washington wind to their portfolio will

16   only be allowed to use eight percent of the maximum

17   generating capacity possible as credit toward their January

18   dependable supply inventory.

19             The 850 megawatt Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm

20   boundary area is  over 72,000 acres, but the project would

21   only be credited by the WRAP for 68 megawatts of

22   January-effective capacity.  It would take more than seven

23   projects the size of the Horse Heaven project to provide

24   effective capacity-based, single clean burning and

25   dependable natural gas power plant occupying 15 to 20 acres.
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 1             Utility engineers like myself have been backed

 2   into a corner by politicians who are now designing the power

 3   grid to their liking.  There's no doubt wind farms are going

 4   to be built.  But if you still think the matters should

 5   matter, Washington wind farms should be low on the list of

 6   the alternatives, or in the case of the Horse Heaven Wind

 7   Farm, removed from the list.  Thank you.

 8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 9             Next, I have Jacque Fuller or Jack Fuller.  Do I

10   have a Jacque Fuller on the line?

11             I will go on to the next person.  Mike Bosse.

12                  SPEAKER BOSSE:  Thank you.  Mike Bosse.

13   M-I-K-E, B-O-S-S-E.

14             Developing the project's hybrid combination of

15   wind, solar and battery storage applications will create as

16   many as 930 jobs for skilled construction workers.  Through

17   building of local access roads and foundations to support

18   the technology, the project will employ crane operators,

19   electricians and skilled laborers.

20             The project will be a significant source of

21   employment in the local area.  The jobs required by this

22   project are high-paying, family wage opportunities.

23   Economic impact studies examining the projects estimated the

24   typical income per worker during the construction phase will

25   be $113,500.  That's nearly 60 percent higher than the
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 1   average regional compensation across industries and 37

 2   percent higher than the compensation in the construction

 3   industry for Benton and Franklin Counties.

 4             The studies also show that a -- at full build-out,

 5   the project could amount to at least 73 million in labor

 6   income and 143 million in total economic output.  Following

 7   construction, the project will also create a combination --

 8   a combined direct, indirect and induced total of 56

 9   long-term high paying jobs during the estimated 30-year

10   lifespan.

11             I'd also like to add that I'm happy to hear

12   there's so much support on this forum for nuclear power, as

13   that will probably be coming up in the near future as well.

14             Thank you for your time.

15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

16             Next, I have Mark Morton.  Is Mark Morton on the

17   line?  I recall seeing him in the chat.  I will call one

18   more time for Mark Morton.

19             Okay.  I will call the next person.  I have Manuel

20   Seubert.

21                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  Oh, yeah.  Hello, can you

22   hear me?

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.

24                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  This is Manuel Seubert,

25   M-A-N-U-E-L, S-E-U-B-E-R-T.
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 1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Go ahead.

 2                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  I already submitted

 3   comments in writing, so I'll keep it short.

 4             I agree with a lot of the comments against a wind

 5   farm here, blinking lights and waste of space, when nuclear

 6   power is a lot more efficient.  But I'm also a local

 7   paragliding pilot who flies on that ridge, basically, on

 8   every opportunity that I get.  The wind is very variable.

 9   Sometimes it's way too strong; sometimes there's absolutely

10   no wind, which, you know, affects wind power generation

11   probably as well.

12             But I'm also concerned about the effect of the

13   turbines on paragliding pilots.  Not the risk of getting

14   hit, per se, but how much turbulence is after the turbines;

15   how much does the winter ones affect, you know, the wind,

16   downwind of the buildings.

17             That was not addressed in any of the comments in

18   the environmental statement, at least I haven't seen it.

19   They mention a lot of paragliding spots, but none of those

20   spots are used, except for Kiona, which is right -- the same

21   which -- where the wind turbines are planned to be built.

22             So just something to keep in mind.

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

24             Next, I have Cisco Elguezabal.  Apologies.

25                  SPEAKER ELGUEZABAL:  Nope, you got it pretty
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 1   close.  Cisco, C-I-S-C-O.  Last name, E-L-G-U-E-Z-A-B-A-L.

 2             Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.

 3   I'm the business manager of Labors Local 348.  I represent

 4   over 1,200 hardworking men and women in Eastern and Central

 5   Washington.

 6             Horse Heaven Clean Energy Project will result in

 7   approximately 1,000 local union construction jobs, 56

 8   long-term family permanent jobs.

 9             Scout Clean has also committed to the use of a

10   apprenticeship utilization for 15 percent of labor hours.

11   We already have trained, qualified men and women to do the

12   renewable projects, so we are in full support of this

13   project.  Thank you.

14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Russell

15   Walker.

16                  SPEAKER WALKER:  Good evening.  Russell

17   Walker, R-U-S-S-E-L-L, W-A-L-K-E-R.

18             I commend this council on the thorough analysis

19   visual impact included in the DEIS for the Horse Heaven

20   Clean Energy Center.  This approach is based on a factual

21   and sound methodology, a forthright accounting of how the

22   project's visual impacts will vary widely in different

23   distances between key observation points.  A clear

24   mitigation measure is to avoid and minimize the most

25   significant potential visual obstructions.
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 1             This impartial science-based approach is needed,

 2   particularly considering many of the emotional and

 3   inaccurate appeals that have been made about the project.

 4             It is true that individuals may have a difference

 5   in opinion about what our region's landscape ought to look

 6   like.  It's also true that wind turbines are prominent

 7   features which will be seen by many, may elicit subjective

 8   reactions.  But by relocating the project's proposed

 9   turbines in the foreground areas of non-participating

10   residents and other sensitive viewing locations, the counsel

11   is ensuring the most significant impacts will be mitigated.

12             It is also important to clarify that the proposed

13   project layout keeps much of the turbans out of sight from

14   key population centers.  This has been demonstrated through

15   several visual simulations which demonstrate where the

16   turbines would be in relation to specific viewpoints, but

17   the current mitigation strategies identified by the DEIS, we

18   need best practices for minimizing view shed impacts.  Any

19   reactions raised from the project's visual impacts should be

20   considered subjective.  They were also very widely based on

21   distance and viewpoint.

22             These differences and opinions certainly shouldn't

23   raise the standard of further regulatory intervention.  I

24   highly encourage this council to carefully balance these

25   dynamics against a significant contribution to the Horse
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 1   Heaven Clean Energy Center, which will make for achieving

 2   our state's climate agenda, curbing the impacts of climate

 3   change and achieving the region's clean energy goals.

 4   Thank you.

 5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, I have Kathryn

 6   Tominey.  Do I have a Kathryn Tominey on the line?

 7                  SPEAKER TOMINEY:  Yes.

 8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.

 9                  SPEAKER TOMINEY:  Okay.  Kathryn Tominey.

10   K-A-T-H-R-Y-N; Tominey, T-O-M-I-N-E-Y.

11             I'm supporting the program, the combination of

12   wind turbines, solar and high capacity storage batteries.

13   It's a great combination.  It's not the only solution, but

14   it will certainly help the area.

15             I came here from college in February of 1968, 55

16   years ago.  So I've lived here 55 years, and, yes, there are

17   lots of things that look different now than they did then.

18   Drive from Bend to the Columbia River, drive from Manastash

19   Ridge to Cle Elum, drive from Walla Walla and you'll see

20   wind turbines.  World did not come to an end.

21             It is -- I hope the EIS will put some information

22   into -- regarding the existing implemented recycling

23   technology for wind turbine blades.  It's not a maybe.  It's

24   being done as we speak.

25             I also hope the EIS will address or cover the
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 1   potential of the solar panels to support farmers who want to

 2   implement agrivoltaics.  And many -- many of the speakers

 3   may not have focused on this, but the owners of the land --

 4   farmers -- will also benefit from the steady stream of

 5   revenue from electricity to stabilize their farming coms and

 6   make it easier for them to stay on the farm.  I grew up on a

 7   farm, so I know something.

 8             That's all I have to say.  I think it's a good

 9   idea, and I hope it proceeds.  Thank you.

10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

11             Next, I have Barbara Buckmaster.

12                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Hello.

13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Hello, is this Barbara?

14                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Yes, it is.

15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Go ahead.  We can hear

16   you.

17                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Thank you for your time.

18   Barbara Buckmaster.  B-A-R-B-A-R-A, Buckmaster,

19   B-U-C-K-M-A-S-T-E-R.

20             Pleased do not allow Scout Clean Energy to ruin

21   our most beautiful Horse Heaven landscaping by constructing

22   wind turbines.

23             I own 200 acres -- a 200-acre farm that borders

24   the base up the hills where the turbines are proposed to be

25   erected.  I really do worry that this will lower the value
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 1   of my property for years to come.  I'm concerned about the

 2   flashing lights that will be nothing but a nuisance at

 3   night, and they are monstrous eyesores.

 4             And I truly believe they will affect our habitat,

 5   and so goes the list of our complaints.  I was strong -- I

 6   was approached by Scout Clean Energy when they first came to

 7   our community hunting for a pathway to transport their power

 8   to the power grid.  And truly, at first it seemed like it

 9   was a great idea, says this country is working to clean up

10   our environment.

11             Once I really started to look into this and after

12   legal advice and advice from community developers, I felt it

13   was best that I ran, and I ran fast.

14             I do not feel Scout Clean Energy has this

15   community in heart.  What they have at heart is the

16   opportunity to line their pockets and the pockets of their

17   investors.

18             They came to our area scouting for a sweet place

19   to install their turbines, and what -- that we really don't

20   need at this time.  We have an abundance of power.  We have

21   nuclear power and we have hydropower already in this area,

22   and when the time arrives when this community needs support

23   from -- our community will support anyone when it's time

24   that we really need the extra power.

25             But why?  Why do we need to agree to this when we
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 1   really do not need this windmill in our area at this time?

 2   Oh, sure, yes, everybody, I've heard you.  We will have

 3   extra jobs.

 4                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.

 5             Thank you.

 6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, I have Kathryn

 7   Knutson.

 8                  SPEAKER KNUTSON:  Can you hear me?

 9                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.

10                  SPEAKER KNUTSON:  Kathryn Knutson,

11   K-A-T-H-R-Y-N, K-N-U-T-S-O-N.

12             From the research I've done, I think that the

13   Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm will have negative consequences

14   for the endangered Washington state ferruginous hawks and

15   the sensitive areas the hawk needs to be able to hunt and

16   nest in.

17             And as I stated before in my previous comments

18   submitted to you, the Horse Heaven Wind Farm has no

19   meaningful compensation proposals, nor any real mitigation

20   efforts for the negative effects suffered from the proposed

21   wind farm for the hawk.

22             So please do not approve this industrial-sized

23   wind farm, the endangered Washington state ferruginous hawk

24   should not be sacrificed to meet the green energy goals set

25   forth by Washington State.
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 1             In addition, the US Wildlife Service estimates

 2   that between 140,000 and 500,000 bird deaths occur at wind

 3   farms each year.  And the most significant threat is posed

 4   to species of the large threatened and high conservation

 5   value birds such as the Washington state ferruginous hawk.

 6             In addition, my farm is within a couple of miles,

 7   probably less, of this massive wind farm, and my farm is in

 8   a conservation reserve program for the ferruginous hawk.

 9             So that's why I have concerns about this -- of

10   this massive project and how it's going to affect what I'm

11   doing.  Thank you.

12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

13             We will take a break now for five minutes and come

14   back at 7:04.

15                       (Recess 6:59-7:04 p.m.)

16                  CHAIR DREW:  While we're finished with our

17   break, we'll call the next speaker.

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have is

19   Barbara Thompson.

20                  SPEAKER THOMPSON:  How do I unmute this?  Am

21   I unmuted?

22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No, you're not on mute.

23   We can hear you.

24                  SPEAKER HERKE:  Okay.  My name is Barbara

25   Thompson.  B-A-R-B-A-R-A, T-H-O-M-P-S-O-N.
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 1             I am against the turbine intrusive wind turbine

 2   project.  I heard the gentleman speak a little bit earlier

 3   about how they parasail, paraglide off of Heaven Hills, and

 4   I can attest to that because they've landed in my backyard.

 5   And we actually have a lot of paragliders who use Horse

 6   Heaven Hills to recreate in.

 7             The other -- I've already submitted most of my

 8   comments, but one of the things that blares out to me is

 9   that all of the wildlife and protected species, in the

10   1990s, a whole logging industry was shut down for the

11   spotted owl, and I don't understand how all these rules can

12   be submitted and changed to put in a wind farm, solar farm,

13   and willy-nilly make these changes.

14             So later on in an agricultural area like this and

15   they put in an industry like that, it -- political climate

16   changes in the state to be able to go and put other

17   industries in agricultural areas.

18             And I'd also like to know about the economics of

19   it, since they've been building wind farms -- 2004, there is

20   a number that popped up in one of the articles that I was

21   reading that they spent $90 billion on wind farms, and yet

22   they only contribute seven percent of our nation's total

23   electrical energy needs.  Their lifespan is only 10 to 20

24   years, and at the end of their operation, they have to be

25   decommissioned, all tracked to the midwest and buried in
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 1   special landfills.

 2             I don't understand nuclear power --

 3                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.

 4                  SPEAKER THOMPSON:  Thank you very much.

 5                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 7             Next, I have Carl Baker.  Do we have a Carl Baker

 8   on the line?  Oh, we can hear you.

 9                  SPEAKER BAKER:  Thank you.  Carl Baker.

10   C-A-R-L, B-A-K-E-R.

11             And I'm in favor of the project.  I'm pretty

12   sympathetic to the concerns that have been raised, but I do

13   think that the involved landowners and the business

14   involved, you know, should be able to get to use their

15   resources to make money and engage in economic activity in

16   our community.  So I don't -- I don't see any -- that we

17   have enough negative effects from this project to stop it.

18             So that's all I have to say.  Thank you.

19                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

20             Up next, I have Lloyd Fred Lieske.  Do we have a

21   Lloyd Fred Lieske on the line?

22                  SPEAKER LIESKE:  Yes, right here.

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.  Go

24   ahead.

25                  SPEAKER HERKE:  Okay.  First name Lloyd,
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 1   L-L-O-Y-D; last name Lieske, L-I-E-S-K-E.

 2             I am not in favor of this oversized, badly located

 3   wind turbine proposal.  It's located on prime land, prime

 4   farmland.  We need to be savoring and relishing the

 5   bountiful farmlands in Benton County.  These lands are

 6   highly productive and will be even more valued as

 7   populations worldwide continue their explosive growth.

 8             Two weeks ago the editorial page in the Tri-Cities

 9   made the statement that the Tri-Cities would be giving up

10   way too much if they go for the wind farms.

11             What would they be giving up?  They would be

12   giving up beautiful vistas that support a wine industry and

13   tourism.  They would be giving up views that we relish.

14   They would be giving up the migratory birds that use the

15   Pacific flight path over that area.  They would be giving up

16   far more than most people realize.

17             It's funny.  The Endangered Species Act has not

18   been mentioned tonight.  The ferruginous hawk falls into

19   that, and I believe there's a burrowing owl that falls into

20   that.

21             The Tri-Cities already does have abundant

22   electricity.  We don't need these wind farms, so why are

23   they put here?  It just does not make sense.  I fear that

24   one bad decision can lead to another.

25             The governor and Patty Murray did their own study
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 1   on the removal of the Snake River dams.  They stated

 2   alternative power generation must be in place first, before

 3   the dams can be removed.  The four Snake River dams provide

 4   1,000 megawatts of electricity.  The proposed wind farm with

 5   solar panels produces 1,150 megawatts.  It can happen.

 6             Thank you.

 7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 8             Next, I have Ted Lewis.

 9                  SPEAKER LEWIS:  Can you hear me?

10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.

11                  SPEAKER LEWIS:  Okay.  My name is Ted Lewis.

12   T-E-D, L-E-W-I-S.

13             I agree with all my neighbors who are against this

14   wind farm project.  It's ill-conceived -- it's an

15   ill-conceived plan, and it's going to do more harm than

16   good.  We don't need it, and we don't want it.

17             Thank you.

18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

19             Next, I have Joan Lewis.

20                  SPEAKER J. LEWIS:  Hello?

21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.

22                  SPEAKER J. LEWIS:  Okay.  For all of the

23   reasons -- I'm sorry.  (Inaudible) right here with his

24   tablet, so I'll start over.

25             For all the reasons expressed by those opposing, I
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 1   am adamantly against this massive, intrusive turbine wind

 2   project.

 3             We need to encourage more nuclear and hydropower

 4   projects.  Many of the new jobs mentioned at the beginning

 5   will be numerous, but will be reduced drastically after the

 6   project is completed.  Again, I am adamantly opposed to this

 7   project.  Thank you.

 8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 9             Next, I have Derrick Stricker.

10                  SPEAKER STRICKER:  Good afternoon.  My name

11   is Derrick Stricker, D-E-R-R-I-C-K, S-T-R-I-C-K-E-R.

12             My family and I are not in favor of this massive

13   intrusive wind turbine project.  The future growth of our

14   growing MSA is confined by the Columbia River, which leads

15   to the future commercial and residential growth along the

16   southern boundary of the (inaudible).

17             This project not only interferes, it stops the

18   ability of our economy to grow in this region, which will

19   severely hurt our supply and demand for population growth,

20   economic prosperity and free market principles.

21             As a young professional, I'm already planning and

22   working towards what best helps our community by 2050.  This

23   project impacts our future negatively and diminishes the

24   history that will be built here in Tri-Cities.  Thank you.

25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.
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 1             Next, I have Charles Barnett.

 2                  SPEAKER BARNETT:  Charles Barnett.

 3        C-H-A-R-L-E-S, B-A-R-N-E-T-T.

 4             I'm strongly against this Horse Heaven Hills Wind

 5   Farm Project.  I'm a licensed pilot and enjoy many hours of

 6   updraft flight along the proposed area of this project, as

 7   do many large birds and migratory birds that soar along that

 8   ridgeline.

 9             This project would prohibit my enjoyment and that

10   of the birds of prey and their natural desire to soar and

11   hunt for food.  I fear that many birds will be killed and/or

12   injured because of this project.

13             Next, I live in Benton City, Washington.  I'm

14   about a mile and a half from the project.  We have 40 acres

15   there.  I've lived there for 50 years.  The visual

16   aesthetics for this project will lower my attitude and my

17   property value.

18             The movement of the blades during the day and the

19   flashing lights at night will be very distracting and

20   unnatural to the area.

21             This project does not benefit the US manufacturers

22   that send our -- that send our tax money overseas.

23             The power is not slated to be used here locally.

24   It's set to go away from the area.  And yet the people that

25   are using the power doesn't want it in their backyard.
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 1   That's why they want to put it in our backyard.  It just

 2   doesn't make sense to me.

 3             I'm strongly against this project.  Thank you.

 4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 5             Next, we have Dan Wirth.

 6                  SPEAKER WARD:  Dana Ward?

 7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No, it's Dan Wirth.  Dana

 8   Ward is a little lower.

 9                  SPEAKER WARD:  Thank you.

10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No problem.

11                  SPEAKER WIRTH:  Do you hear me?

12                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  We can hear you,

13   Dan.

14                  SPEAKER WIRTH:  Okay.  It's Dan Wirth, D-A-N,

15   W-I-R-T-H.

16             And regarding the Horse Heaven Wind Farm, my

17   opinion is this country needs all the clean energy it can

18   produce, whether it be wind, solar, thermal, hydroelectric

19   or nuclear.  I am not discounting the continuing need for

20   fossil fuels until we can transition to 100 percent clean

21   energy.

22             In regard to the Scout Windmill Farm, my opinion

23   is to use the larger windmills in fewer numbers at the

24   farthest distance feasible from view.  I do not feel that

25   they will cause a detrimental effect to the environment or
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 1   animal habitat.  The benefits of the wind and solar farm

 2   will outweigh any negatives.

 3             Thank you for your time.

 4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 5             Next, we have Jim Atkins.

 6                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Can you hear me?

 7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.

 8                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Okay.  Can you hear me now?

 9                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.

10                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Okay.  First off, I'd like

11   to talk about the water issues.  On table ES-5 it talks

12   about traffic, transportation of traffic and not being much

13   of an issue.  But there is a letter from the Port of

14   Walla Walla saying that they can support the Horse Heaven

15   Hills Wind Project with 40 water trucks per day.  And it

16   doesn't state how many gallons these trucks are, and it

17   doesn't state a route they take.  So that is a significant

18   impact to the community.

19             Also on table ES-3-B, it says waste water is 5,000

20   gallons per day, but it doesn't state how they're going to

21   get rid of that.  So there should be something -- it also

22   states ENR-5, they're going to capture and recycle wash

23   water.  They should have a plan for that.  And as I stated

24   though, the water trucks will come from Wallula, Dodd Road.

25   That's a (inaudible).
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 1             Regarding the shadow flicker SF-2, it has a

 2   one-year complaint line to be reassessed after one year;

 3   that's if you have a complaint, you can call in and they'll

 4   log it down.  Well, if they're going to log it down, they

 5   should give a log number to the person who is calling in to

 6   complain so that they can follow up with EFSEC and be sure

 7   the log -- the issue is being addressed.

 8             The other thing is, who is going to have oversight

 9   of this project?  With all these mitigation issues, somebody

10   needs to be oversight of what's going on.  Who is going to

11   pay for that oversight?  Washington residents.

12             And how are we to know that Scout Energy is being

13   honest and truthful, because when you look at -- Washington

14   state should have full and control power over all these

15   mitigating issues.  That means to stop what they're doing,

16   to halt the project to make sure they're in compliance.

17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  You're out of

18   time.

19                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Thank you.  Bye.

20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

21             Next, we have Judy Guse.

22                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Can you hear me?

23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.

24                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Judy Guse, J-U-D-Y, G-U-S-E.

25             Who will be liable when there's a turbine fire

0088

 1   that spits oil-laden debris over vast areas igniting further

 2   fires and spewing smoke and fumes from dangerous chemicals

 3   for miles into the atmosphere, uncontrolled or managed.

 4   Fires from turbines are extremely toxic.  Who knows what the

 5   ultimate damage these toxic plumes will be to people,

 6   particularly to children and the elderly and to wildlife and

 7   fish and rivers and streams.

 8             Because of the turbine height, the fire department

 9   crew can do little but watch it burn itself out.  Our county

10   doesn't have a fire department with resources, knowledge or

11   equipment to fight a fire on a 671-foot tall turbine in a

12   desert where there are copious amounts of tumbleweeds and

13   dried grasses that burn rapidly and spread quickly to

14   surrounding homes.  Hundreds of acres can be consumed in a

15   single turbine fire, and just one fire incident can cost up

16   to 4.5 million to contain.

17             Who will be liable for the damage to crops, the

18   loss of human life, homes and animals?

19             We are dealing with high voltage machines called

20   aerogenerators high in the sky, operating with hundreds of

21   gallons of oil and lubricants subject to fires.  Research

22   suggests that one of the main ignition sources for fires in

23   turbines is lightning strikes.

24             We have a lot of dry lightning strikes in our

25   area.  Our area is a high fire risk because of our desert
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 1   climate, where our vegetation is a primed tinder box for

 2   fire in the summer.

 3             Wind developers provide no protection to

 4   individuals or communities that have these wind projects

 5   imposed upon them with lack of control, regulation and

 6   protection for people, animals, landscapes and communities.

 7   There is no universal fire protection guideline that is

 8   enforceable.  Any other industry would be and is required to

 9   have much more accountability.  There needs to be fire

10   protection in place that will put out a turbine fire before

11   it spreads to nearby homes.  Thank you.

12                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

13             Next, we have Jeanie Polehn.

14                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  I'm Jeanie Polehn.  Can you

15   hear me?

16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.

17                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  Okay.  It's Jeanie, JEANIE;

18   last name Polehn, P like Paul, O like orange, L like Linda,

19   E like Edward, H like Henry, N like Nancy.

20             And I have submitted these comments to EFSEC

21   already, but I want to bring out that I have not seen

22   anything in the EIS where they have contacted Washington

23   State Farmland Preservation.  And we're going to be losing

24   that farmland, and we need that -- the farmland to eat,

25   folks.  And the contamination of that farmland with

0090

 1   (inaudible), which become hazardous materials and cannot be

 2   removed from those soils, so it will be basically poisoned.

 3             We'll have the loss of visual scenery.  No photos

 4   are provided in that EIS of actually seeing what the

 5   homeowners will see, as well as their -- the loss and

 6   valuation of their property.

 7             And then we have blowing dust, where we can't even

 8   see the streets and the houses across from us.  And this

 9   will add to that blowing dust scenario and impact people's

10   health and cause health issues.

11             Also, I haven't seen anything on tectonic movement

12   of the areas where the wind turbines will be located.  I

13   haven't seen that it's been adequately tested for or

14   anything like that in there.

15             And then wind turbines do not provide on-demand

16   power 24 hours a day, seven days a week so it does not

17   interrupt the current power system.  And it will also raise

18   the cost of electric power, and that hasn't been dealt with.

19             On separate from the EIS, the funding for the

20   decontamination and decommissioning of the project needs to

21   be looked at.

22                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.

23   Thank you.

24                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  Okay.

25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.
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 1             Next, we have Gene Guse.

 2                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Yes.  I just want to say that

 3   I'm not in favor of this massive wind project.

 4             That's all.

 5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 6             Up next, we have Joe Loera.

 7                  SPEAKER LOERA:  Hello.  Can you hear me?

 8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.

 9                  SPEAKER LOERA:  Wonderful.  So I -- let me

10   spell my name first.  J-O-S-E, last name Loera, L-O-E-R-A.

11             I've lived in Tri-Cities for over 35 years.  I've

12   watched this community grow into just a beautiful, vibrant

13   community, and I see absolutely nothing positive with this

14   wind farm coming in the Tri-Cities.

15             From my perspective, it's going to be detrimental

16   to our wildlife.  It's going to be detrimental to our scenic

17   views.  The jobs that they're talking about are going to be

18   short-term and only going to be there while they build the

19   project, and afterwards, our jobs are going to be minimal,

20   is my understanding.

21             And then finally, the power company locally is

22   saying this isn't something that we need for this community.

23             So I absolutely have to say this is a hard no.

24   Not interested in the wind farm in Tri-Cities.  Thank you.

25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.
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 1             Next, we have Patricia Loera.  Is Patricia Loera

 2   on the line?

 3                  SPEAKER P. LOERA:  Yes.  This is Patricia

 4   Loera.

 5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.  Go

 6   ahead.

 7                  SPEAKER P. LOERA:  P-A-T-R-I-C-I-A; last name

 8   Loera, L-O-E-R-A.

 9             I would like to voice my opposition to this

10   project.  I strongly believe that this wind farm project is

11   of no benefit to our beautiful local community.

12             My main objections are, what is the negative

13   impact it will have on our wildlife, our birds, migratory

14   and otherwise, and our beautiful natural vistas.  Simply

15   stated, this is too big of a project.  It's too close to too

16   many people, and it will impact so many people.

17             Our community is growing every day, and this is

18   not the place to build a big, giant wind farm project so

19   close to metropolitan areas.  We need to protect our rural

20   natural habitat and Tri-Cities.  Thank you.

21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

22             Up next, we have Theresa Mercer.  Do we have a

23   Theresa Mercer on the line?

24             I will go ahead and call the next person.  Dana

25   Ward.
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 1                  SPEAKER WARD:  Yes, this is Dana Ward,

 2   D-A-N-A, W-A-R-D.  I'm the conservation chair for the Lower

 3   Columbia Basin Audubon Society situated in the Tri-Cities.

 4             My comments will be strictly to the biological

 5   resources.  Thank you for allowing me to make a comment.

 6             The seriousness of climate change and the

 7   resulting impact to human life, the environment and welfare

 8   of the earth relies on intelligent actions to limit carbon

 9   emissions from fossil fuels and other sources.  The

10   construction of solar arrays and wind turbines are important

11   steps to slow or even reverse global warming.

12             The Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society supports

13   well-planned solar and wind turbine projects, but they must

14   be sited reasonably, they must take into account, as a

15   minimum, biological habitat and biological resources that

16   would be impacted.  From our review of the DEIS, it falls

17   well short of attaining this goal.

18             To allow the adequate environmental review, the

19   final EIS for the Horse Heaven Hills must include a specific

20   site design identification and analysis of reasonable

21   alternatives that minimalize or eliminate impacts to the

22   environmental resources such as disappearing shrub-steppe,

23   avian species such as ferruginous hawks and burrowing owls,

24   as well as prey species such as (inaudible).

25             In a broader sense, the EIS must address the
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 1   likely environmental impacts associated with specific siting

 2   decisions and specific mitigation measures with associated

 3   performance measures that address the regional impacts to

 4   birds, mammals and plant populations and their habitat

 5   connectivity.

 6             We have submitted 20 pages of specific comments,

 7   and we have a review of four issues the DIS does not provide

 8   enough information to analyze likely environmental impact.

 9             Issue 2.  The draft environmental impact --

10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Excuse me, Dana.  You are

11   now out of time.  Thank you.

12                  SPEAKER WARD:  Okay.  Thank you.

13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, I have Bradley

14   Wagner.  Do we have Bradley Wagner on the line?

15             I will go ahead and call the next person, Lori

16   Mattson.

17                  SPEAKER MATTSON:  Hi.  I'm Lori Mattson.  Can

18   you hear me?

19                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.

20                  SPEAKER MATTSON:  I'm Lori Mattson, L-O-R-I,

21   M-A-T-T-S-O-N.  I'm president and CEO of the Tri-City

22   Regional Chamber of Commerce.

23             As the fifth largest chamber in Washington,

24   representing over 900 businesses, ranging from sole

25   proprietors to the largest employers in the bi-county
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 1   region, we urge EFSEC to consider our community's voice in

 2   this proposal.

 3             The state energy strategy asserts that public and

 4   community participation is important to ensure energy policy

 5   is informed by local knowledge, meets local needs and is

 6   viewed as legitimate by the local community.

 7             By the state's own analysis, this region's

 8   hydroelectric and nuclear power is 93 percent non-emitting,

 9   and impacts a substantially smaller footprint with several

10   times the effective load carrying capacity.

11             This project would be just a few miles from a

12   major population center of 300-plus thousand residents.  The

13   size and scale is inconsistent with the Benton County Land

14   Use Plan, inconsistent with the character of the surrounding

15   land use, and at the height of the Space Needle, these 244

16   wind structures would create an incredible barrier to our

17   local economy.

18             Recreation and tourism provides over $500 million

19   annually to our local economy.  Suggested mitigation to

20   recreation and tourism impacts amount to suggestions that

21   regional partners wholly identify new recreational

22   activities.

23             Suggested light and glare mitigation strategies do

24   not account for the vast difference in scale that the

25   proposed turbines are from existing installations
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 1   encompassing 72,000 acres of land and exceeding the Space

 2   Needle in height area surrounded by no other infrastructure

 3   of the same height and number.

 4             Please consider the negative impacts to the

 5   Tri-Cities and recognize that this project is not informed

 6   by local knowledge, does not meet local needs, and is not

 7   viewed as legitimate by the local community.

 8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 9             Up next, I have Doug Fearing.

10                  SPEAKER FEARING:  Doug Fearing, D-O-U-G,

11   F-E-A-R-I-N-G.

12             I am adamantly opposed to this project.  I'm a

13   74-year community resident, and I'd like to address a few of

14   the claims regarding wind farms and their impact.

15             We hear claims made about how many houses a

16   particular wind farm will power.  Maybe it's 1,000 or even

17   2,000.  The truth is if the wind isn't blowing, they won't

18   even power one house.

19             Claims are made that wind power's economical to

20   produce.  I've read wind turbines will never make it to the

21   breakeven point, energy production versus cost during the

22   life of the generator.  We hear that wind power is a great

23   energy source.  Well, so is lightning.  But they both share

24   a common problem called reliability.

25             We'll hear arguments tonight about the jobs this
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 1   wind farm will create.  Earthquakes, tornadoes and tsunamis

 2   all create jobs.  The creation of jobs, in and of itself,

 3   has nothing to do with the merits of wind energy as a power

 4   source.

 5             I understand this project means income, but I ask

 6   our union workers to take a hard look at our -- their

 7   community and consider the fact that these are short-term

 8   jobs with long-term results, results that disfigure our

 9   community, destroy our skyline and essentially and

10   effectively will shut down one of the only true corridors

11   for growth the city of Kennewick has.

12             The Horse Heaven Hills are not scablands.  They're

13   occupied by farms and numerous multi-million dollar homes

14   and is prime view property.  The undisputed fact is that

15   building these machines near a residential area severely

16   devalues property and homes.

17             Windmills aren't built on national monuments or in

18   parks because why?  They're an eyesore.  If these wind

19   turbines are built along the crest of Horse Heaven Hills, we

20   might as well build a big wall here with a sign hanging from

21   it saying, Here's where Kennewick ends.

22             This last year I spoke at a public meeting --

23                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.

24   Please submit the rest of your comments in writing.

25                  SPEAKER FEARING:  Thank you.
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 1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 2             Up next, I have Dave Drollinger.

 3                  SPEAKER DROLLINGER:  Yes.  My name is Dave

 4   Drollinger, D-A-V-E, D-R-O-L-L-I-N-G-E-R.

 5             I'm here to simply state that I'm adamantly

 6   opposed to this project.  I think it's just another good

 7   old-fashioned boondoggle like this country has seen off and

 8   on since its inception.  And I think it's also,

 9   unfortunately, a virtue-signaling scheme to make people feel

10   good.

11             We've got -- this type of energy is hugely

12   inefficient.  Nuclear power is much greener, much more

13   prolific of an energy producer or of magnitude greater.

14   What this project would do, this -- like the gentleman

15   before me said, that the only growth Kennewick has is to the

16   south, and all of that is prime real estate property whose

17   property values are going to be incredibly devalued because

18   of their existence.  And there's hardly a way to put a price

19   on it, but it will be, over the course of 50 years, easily

20   in the tens of millions of dollars.

21             And so the bottom line is this project is not

22   necessarily for here or any other place in the country, and

23   the -- the appearance of it is like a graffiti, and it's

24   graffiti that the proponents and who's going to benefit --

25   the few that are going to benefit from this, they wouldn't
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 1   want this graffiti on their home or their neighborhood any

 2   more than we want it.  Thank you.

 3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 4             Next, we have Ira Johnson.

 5                  SPEAKER JOHNSON:  Hi, I'm Ira Johnson.

 6   I-R-A, J-O-H-N-S-O-N.

 7             And I am against this scam.  That's what it is;

 8   it's a scam.  Take all the pros that we've heard tonight and

 9   all the cons for and against, and there's no reason for

10   these to be put anywhere, let alone our backyard.

11             They do -- first off, they're made in China,

12   people.  Why are we making another country rich?  Why don't

13   we make them here if you're going to make them.

14             They're not recyclable.  Where you going to put

15   the junk?  Do like China?  We send them our garbage, they're

16   going to take it out to sea and dump it; then it'll wash

17   ashore?

18             It's not dependable.  They wear out.  And mainly,

19   they're not cost effective.  If it wasn't for us taxpayers,

20   the federal government, subsidizing those things, they

21   wouldn't be put in.  If they're so dependable and so cost

22   effective, let that engineering company who wants to put

23   them in, put them in at their expense and we'll see if it

24   happens.  It won't.

25             This will affect banks, this will affect
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 1   investors, and most importantly us taxpayers who are here

 2   faced with the consequences.

 3             Now, of course, you can justify anything.  You've

 4   got to realize, I'm from Texas, and I learned years ago from

 5   a guy named Billie Sol Estes, who sold fertilizer tanks and

 6   they didn't even exist.  So you can sell and justify

 7   anything, but I beg you to take and pray over this when you

 8   make your decision.

 9             Thank you so much for letting me speak.

10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

11             Up next, I have Linda Manca.  Do we have Linda

12   Manca on the line?

13             I will go ahead and call the next person, who is

14   the last person on my list, Travers Bracy.

15                  SPEAKER BRACY:  Travers Bracy, T-R-A-V-E-R-S,

16   B-R-A-C-Y.

17             I'm not going to say anything that hasn't already

18   been said by most of the people on this call, but I'd just

19   like to point out that community members that have talked

20   and pointed out their opposition are all from around here.

21   The people who seem to be for this wind project all seem to

22   be from -- not from around here, especially the union

23   members who have been put up and given the canned speeches

24   and talking points by their international organization.

25             There's plenty of job opportunities for
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 1   electricians, contractors, construction workers in this

 2   industry -- in this area, and this wind farm won't even be a

 3   drop in the bucket.  There's electricians that are looking

 4   for jobs, union and non-union, all the time, and there's

 5   plenty of work for them.  So that's not a justifiable excuse

 6   to put this wind farm in.

 7             The best argument against that I've heard tonight,

 8   that I'd like to reinforced, is the lack of water and a good

 9   plan for where they're going to -- how they're going to get

10   rid of these windmills when they're all worn out.

11             Another thing that I haven't heard tonight is the

12   antelope population has been reintroduced to the Horse

13   Heaven Hills.  It's grown greatly in the last few years.

14   It's pretty awesome to see the herds up there.  When you

15   drive through the roads and the farmlands, you'll see them

16   grazing along, very good environment for them.  So that's

17   another impact to the environment that these constructions

18   and windmills will impact.

19             I don't know any other animal population that

20   lives under windmills, but I just urge the committee to do

21   the right thing and turn down this proposal.  Thank you.

22                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  That concludes our

23   public meeting on the draft environmental impact statement

24   for the Horse Heaven proposal.

25             Again, you have until 11:59 p.m. tonight to submit
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 1   public comments in writing at www.efsec.wa.gov.

 2             Thank you very much and good night.

 3

 4                       (Meeting Concluded 7:43 p.m.)
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		222						LN		9		10		false		          10   in the Washington 2021 State of Energy Strategy, SES, which				false

		223						LN		9		11		false		          11   states:				false

		224						LN		9		12		false		          12             Public and community participation is important to				false

		225						LN		9		13		false		          13   ensure energy policy is informed by local knowledge, meets				false

		226						LN		9		14		false		          14   local needs and is viewed as legitimate by the local				false

		227						LN		9		15		false		          15   community.  Additionally, community and community members				false

		228						LN		9		16		false		          16   must have a seat at the table in designing programs and				false

		229						LN		9		17		false		          17   selecting projects.				false

		230						LN		9		18		false		          18                  CHAIR DREW:  Mayor, your time is up; if you'd				false

		231						LN		9		19		false		          19   like to submit the rest in writing, appreciate it.				false

		232						LN		9		20		false		          20                  SPEAKER MCKAY:  Okay.  Will do.				false

		233						LN		9		21		false		          21                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.				false

		234						LN		9		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  Chair Drew, this is Sonia.				false

		235						LN		9		23		false		          23                  CHAIR DREW:  Yes, go ahead.				false

		236						LN		9		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  I just wanted to ask				false

		237						LN		9		25		false		          25   Ms. Grantham if she could start the timer after the speakers				false

		238						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		239						LN		10		1		false		           1   spell their name.				false

		240						LN		10		2		false		           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you, Sonia.				false

		241						LN		10		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  No problem.				false

		242						LN		10		4		false		           4                  CHAIR DREW:  That would help, few more				false

		243						LN		10		5		false		           5   seconds.  That would be great.  Thank you.				false

		244						LN		10		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Okay.  Our next speaker is				false

		245						LN		10		7		false		           7   John Cowling.				false

		246						LN		10		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER COWLING:  Good evening.  John				false

		247						LN		10		9		false		           9   Cowling, J-O-H-N, C-O-W-L-I-N-G.				false

		248						LN		10		10		false		          10             Good evening.  I am the deputy public works				false

		249						LN		10		11		false		          11   director for the City of Kennewick.  And just following up				false

		250						LN		10		12		false		          12   on the mayor's comments, I've been the primary contact with				false

		251						LN		10		13		false		          13   Scout Clean Energy as it relates to the use of Kennewick				false

		252						LN		10		14		false		          14   water for this project.				false

		253						LN		10		15		false		          15             As Mayor McKay indicated, Kennewick will not be --				false

		254						LN		10		16		false		          16   or cannot provide water for this project.  Specifically, the				false

		255						LN		10		17		false		          17   Kennewick Municipal Code prohibits provision of water				false

		256						LN		10		18		false		          18   outside the city limits or urban growth area.				false

		257						LN		10		19		false		          19             I'd like to add that this information, as well as				false

		258						LN		10		20		false		          20   a section of code, was provided to Scout Clean Energy in May				false

		259						LN		10		21		false		          21   of last year.  So we felt it's important that EFSEC know and				false

		260						LN		10		22		false		          22   the draft EIS did not identify Kennewick as a potential				false

		261						LN		10		23		false		          23   water source for construction and ongoing operations of this				false

		262						LN		10		24		false		          24   project due to our inability to provide water with our				false

		263						LN		10		25		false		          25   current municipal code.				false

		264						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		265						LN		11		1		false		           1             Thank you.				false

		266						LN		11		2		false		           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		267						LN		11		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Greg				false

		268						LN		11		4		false		           4   Wendt.				false

		269						LN		11		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER WENDT:  Good afternoon.  Excuse me.				false

		270						LN		11		6		false		           6   My name is Greg Wendt.  I'm the director of community				false

		271						LN		11		7		false		           7   development for Benton County.  On January 31st, the board				false

		272						LN		11		8		false		           8   of county commissioners --				false

		273						LN		11		9		false		           9                  CHAIR DREW:  Excuse me.  If you can wait just				false

		274						LN		11		10		false		          10   a second.  If you could spell your name for the record, and				false

		275						LN		11		11		false		          11   then we'll start your time.  Thank you.				false

		276						LN		11		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER WENDT:  G-R-E-G.  Last name is				false

		277						LN		11		13		false		          13   W-E-N-D-T.				false

		278						LN		11		14		false		          14             On January 31st, the board of county commissioners				false

		279						LN		11		15		false		          15   did submit written comments regarding this draft DEIS for				false

		280						LN		11		16		false		          16   this project.  And while the DEIS has many inadequacies, the				false

		281						LN		11		17		false		          17   county is deeply concerned that in its current form, the				false

		282						LN		11		18		false		          18   DEIS does not meaningfully discuss or disclose impacts to				false

		283						LN		11		19		false		          19   our county agricultural lands of long-term commercial				false

		284						LN		11		20		false		          20   significance.				false

		285						LN		11		21		false		          21             Specifically, the project will result in a				false

		286						LN		11		22		false		          22   conversion of ag lands of long-term commercial significance				false

		287						LN		11		23		false		          23   without disclosing the environmental impacts of the				false

		288						LN		11		24		false		          24   conversion.  The GMA imposes on Benton County requirements				false

		289						LN		11		25		false		          25   for the conversion on natural resource lands, which includes				false

		290						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		291						LN		12		1		false		           1   the county's ag lands of long-term commercial significance.				false

		292						LN		12		2		false		           2   Benton County is required to designate these ag lands,				false

		293						LN		12		3		false		           3   assure the conservation of these ag lands, assure that the				false

		294						LN		12		4		false		           4   use of adjacent lands do not interfere with their continued				false

		295						LN		12		5		false		           5   use of agricultural lands, conserve agricultural land in				false

		296						LN		12		6		false		           6   order to maintain and enhance the agricultural industry and				false

		297						LN		12		7		false		           7   discourage incompatible uses.				false

		298						LN		12		8		false		           8             The conservation of agricultural lands of				false

		299						LN		12		9		false		           9   long-term commercial significance is a State of Washington				false

		300						LN		12		10		false		          10   mandate that Benton County must and will continue to follow.				false

		301						LN		12		11		false		          11   The county has met this mandate and properly designated it				false

		302						LN		12		12		false		          12   agricultural lands.  These ag lands cannot be de-designated				false

		303						LN		12		13		false		          13   or allowed non-agricultural uses in these areas without				false

		304						LN		12		14		false		          14   issuing a determination that the lands are no longer meeting				false

		305						LN		12		15		false		          15   the long-term commercial insignificant status.				false

		306						LN		12		16		false		          16             Approval of this project would undermine GMA's ag				false

		307						LN		12		17		false		          17   lands conservation mandate and allow the permanent				false

		308						LN		12		18		false		          18   conversion of 6,869 acres of a temporary conversion of 2,957				false

		309						LN		12		19		false		          19   acres of (inaudible) terms commercially significant ag land.				false

		310						LN		12		20		false		          20             This results in long-term removal of commercially				false

		311						LN		12		21		false		          21   significant ag lands, and in turn, the Horse Heaven Hills				false

		312						LN		12		22		false		          22   farming area will suffer irreversible losses as a viable ag				false

		313						LN		12		23		false		          23   area of agricultural resource lands.  The impacts from the				false

		314						LN		12		24		false		          24   loss of ag lands and long-term commercial significance as a				false

		315						LN		12		25		false		          25   result of this project must be thoroughly analyzed and				false

		316						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		317						LN		13		1		false		           1   discussed before a final EIS.  Thank you very much.				false

		318						LN		13		2		false		           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		319						LN		13		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is				false

		320						LN		13		4		false		           4   Michelle Cooke.				false

		321						LN		13		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER COOKE:  Michelle Cooke.				false

		322						LN		13		6		false		           6   M-I-C-H-E-L-L-E, C-O-O-K-E.				false

		323						LN		13		7		false		           7             Thank you for the time.				false

		324						LN		13		8		false		           8             First of all, Benton County is concerned that the				false

		325						LN		13		9		false		           9   conversion of agricultural lands of long-term significance				false

		326						LN		13		10		false		          10   will have a high cumulative impact.  The DEIS is required to				false

		327						LN		13		11		false		          11   meaningfully disclose and discuss the impacts of permanently				false

		328						LN		13		12		false		          12   converting almost 7,000 acres of agricultural lands to new				false

		329						LN		13		13		false		          13   land uses.				false

		330						LN		13		14		false		          14             These new uses will replace and eliminate not only				false

		331						LN		13		15		false		          15   these agricultural lands, but also the function and values				false

		332						LN		13		16		false		          16   that these lands provide as a type of natural resource land.				false

		333						LN		13		17		false		          17             Additionally, the DEIS fails to discuss the				false

		334						LN		13		18		false		          18   economic impacts to the overall agricultural community, and				false

		335						LN		13		19		false		          19   further, does not disclose the economic impacts for the life				false

		336						LN		13		20		false		          20   of the project.				false

		337						LN		13		21		false		          21             The DEIS does not support its own conclusions when				false

		338						LN		13		22		false		          22   it states that the proposed action does not contribute to a				false

		339						LN		13		23		false		          23   cumulative impact on agricultural productivity,				false

		340						LN		13		24		false		          24   profitability, or farm operations within a project area.				false

		341						LN		13		25		false		          25             This conclusion is misleading because it implies				false

		342						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		343						LN		14		1		false		           1   that Benton County conditional use criteria will prevent or				false

		344						LN		14		2		false		           2   mitigate any project impacts.  The project impacts will				false

		345						LN		14		3		false		           3   clash with, rather than meet the tests laid out in the				false

		346						LN		14		4		false		           4   Benton County code.				false

		347						LN		14		5		false		           5             Secondly, the proposed mitigation measures are				false

		348						LN		14		6		false		           6   inadequate to appropriately mitigate the environmental				false

		349						LN		14		7		false		           7   impacts of the conversion of agricultural land's long-term				false

		350						LN		14		8		false		           8   commercial significance.  The mitigation measure, LSU5				false

		351						LN		14		9		false		           9   requires that the applicant submit a site restoration plan				false

		352						LN		14		10		false		          10   to EFSEC.  The DEIS identifies that this plan is to be				false

		353						LN		14		11		false		          11   submitted and it's not an actual part of the SEPA record;				false

		354						LN		14		12		false		          12   therefore, it cannot be evaluated and does not constitute an				false

		355						LN		14		13		false		          13   effective mitigation measure.				false

		356						LN		14		14		false		          14             Lastly, there's no discussion of the introduction				false

		357						LN		14		15		false		          15   and integration of a large-scale non-agricultural industrial				false

		358						LN		14		16		false		          16   use onto the Horse Heaven Hills landscape.  Changes to the				false

		359						LN		14		17		false		          17   facilities and roads and power lines will impact existing				false

		360						LN		14		18		false		          18   grazing and farming activities.				false

		361						LN		14		19		false		          19             In closing, the impacts mean a loss of				false

		362						LN		14		20		false		          20   agricultural lands with long-term commercial significance.				false

		363						LN		14		21		false		          21   As a result, this project must be thoroughly analyzed and				false

		364						LN		14		22		false		          22   discussed before a final EIS can be issued.  Thank you for				false

		365						LN		14		23		false		          23   your time.				false

		366						LN		14		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker we have				false

		367						LN		14		25		false		          25   is Jerome Delvin.				false

		368						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		369						LN		15		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER DELVIN:  It's J-E-R-O-M-E, Delvin, D				false

		370						LN		15		2		false		           2   as in David, E-L-V-I-N.				false

		371						LN		15		3		false		           3             Thank you, Madam Chair, and I want to thank EFSEC,				false

		372						LN		15		4		false		           4   too, for holding this meeting so we can -- our community can				false

		373						LN		15		5		false		           5   have comments.				false

		374						LN		15		6		false		           6             I'm the Benton County Commissioner.  You just				false

		375						LN		15		7		false		           7   heard from Benton County staff about the DEIS and some of				false

		376						LN		15		8		false		           8   their concerns, and we share those, the commissioners share				false

		377						LN		15		9		false		           9   those.				false

		378						LN		15		10		false		          10             I've spent a lot of time in this community, born				false

		379						LN		15		11		false		          11   and raised here, and I've always enjoyed the views in this				false

		380						LN		15		12		false		          12   area when I hike.  What these windmills will do is destroy				false

		381						LN		15		13		false		          13   that, in my mind, destroy those views.				false

		382						LN		15		14		false		          14             You'll hear from a lot of passionate citizens here				false

		383						LN		15		15		false		          15   that really have concerns about what those windmills will do				false

		384						LN		15		16		false		          16   to our natural landscape.				false

		385						LN		15		17		false		          17             I think you can put it to what -- it would ruin				false

		386						LN		15		18		false		          18   our view shed and our views in this area.  If you put these				false

		387						LN		15		19		false		          19   windmills, say, on the hills around Issaquah or if you put				false

		388						LN		15		20		false		          20   them in the Puget Sound or off the coast of Washington,				false

		389						LN		15		21		false		          21   there would be a lot of outcry.				false

		390						LN		15		22		false		          22             Well, we've been hearing a lot of outcry today				false

		391						LN		15		23		false		          23   about this, We don't want those here.  There's better places				false

		392						LN		15		24		false		          24   for those.  If you really want to do those, a lot of people				false

		393						LN		15		25		false		          25   may speak about the inefficiency of those windmills.				false

		394						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		395						LN		16		1		false		           1   There's a lot of data that supports that view.				false

		396						LN		16		2		false		           2             So I just ask EFSEC to really give it an honest,				false

		397						LN		16		3		false		           3   honest, and not be pressured by all the Go Green and those				false

		398						LN		16		4		false		           4   type of -- type of statements because, you know, we just				false

		399						LN		16		5		false		           5   don't want to be the dumping ground for all the green				false

		400						LN		16		6		false		           6   energy.				false

		401						LN		16		7		false		           7             We have hydro, which, unfortunately, is not				false

		402						LN		16		8		false		           8   considered a renewable energy in this state, the only state				false

		403						LN		16		9		false		           9   in the country, and also, we have nuclear power here.  We				false

		404						LN		16		10		false		          10   encourage more nuclear power.  They don't affect the view				false

		405						LN		16		11		false		          11   shed like these windmills.				false

		406						LN		16		12		false		          12             So urge you to say "no" to this project, and				false

		407						LN		16		13		false		          13   appreciate your time.				false

		408						LN		16		14		false		          14             Thank you.				false

		409						LN		16		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Ken				false

		410						LN		16		16		false		          16   Spencer.				false

		411						LN		16		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER SPENCER:  Thank you.  K-E-N,				false

		412						LN		16		18		false		          18   S-P-E-N-C-E-R.				false

		413						LN		16		19		false		          19             Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment				false

		414						LN		16		20		false		          20   on the Horse Heaven Wind Farm.  You, as a committee, have				false

		415						LN		16		21		false		          21   given approval for the project despite our county and				false

		416						LN		16		22		false		          22   citizens' objection.				false

		417						LN		16		23		false		          23             I have a couple points to make regarding the				false

		418						LN		16		24		false		          24   approval over the objections of the citizens of our county.				false

		419						LN		16		25		false		          25   You have bypassed the urban growth act giving approval for				false

		420						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		421						LN		17		1		false		           1   an industrial development.  If you look back a few years				false

		422						LN		17		2		false		           2   ago, the City of Kennewick in Benton County had applied to				false

		423						LN		17		3		false		           3   that body for an increased area of industrial development				false

		424						LN		17		4		false		           4   south of the I-82 corridor, saying it would not be part of				false

		425						LN		17		5		false		           5   the current growth plan.  Well, Horse Heaven Wind Farm is				false

		426						LN		17		6		false		           6   south of I-82 corridor, and by your authority, you have				false

		427						LN		17		7		false		           7   created something that could -- that we could not do.  This				false

		428						LN		17		8		false		           8   may create some intended -- some unintended consequences.				false

		429						LN		17		9		false		           9   If you were the city -- if I were the City of Kennewick, I				false

		430						LN		17		10		false		          10   would start developing that area south of the I-82 corridor				false

		431						LN		17		11		false		          11   based on your decision.				false

		432						LN		17		12		false		          12             No. 2, what is a plan for decommissioning these				false

		433						LN		17		13		false		          13   large towers and wind turbines?  I have reviewed, as I				false

		434						LN		17		14		false		          14   could, some of the cost studies that have been done on that				false

		435						LN		17		15		false		          15   topic, and it looks like the estimated useful life of this				false

		436						LN		17		16		false		          16   project is between 20 and 30 years.  And at the end of the				false

		437						LN		17		17		false		          17   useful life, what is the plan to dispose of these, either by				false

		438						LN		17		18		false		          18   salvage or disposal at a hazardous waste site?				false

		439						LN		17		19		false		          19             The best report and with the most complete details				false

		440						LN		17		20		false		          20   was done in 2017 out in South Dakota.  At that time, the				false

		441						LN		17		21		false		          21   estimate of the cost of decommissioning was $2 million per				false

		442						LN		17		22		false		          22   turbine.  If we apply inflation over the last six years,				false

		443						LN		17		23		false		          23   that cost has risen to over 2.2 million.  Now, who is going				false

		444						LN		17		24		false		          24   to cover that cost?  The taxpayers of Benton County?				false

		445						LN		17		25		false		          25   Because we are the ones who are not profiting from this				false

		446						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		447						LN		18		1		false		           1   project, so I feel there needs to be a funds setup or some				false

		448						LN		18		2		false		           2   other reasonable means to pay for the estimated cost to				false

		449						LN		18		3		false		           3   return the site to its present condition.				false

		450						LN		18		4		false		           4             As has been seen in other developments where the				false

		451						LN		18		5		false		           5   subsidies sometimes end at the end of the project and the				false

		452						LN		18		6		false		           6   developer or the companies that develop it, they have run				false

		453						LN		18		7		false		           7   these developments, disappear when it's time to clean up or				false

		454						LN		18		8		false		           8   dispose of the site.  They are no longer --				false

		455						LN		18		9		false		           9                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you for your comments.				false

		456						LN		18		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER HERKE:  They are no longer --				false

		457						LN		18		11		false		          11                  CHAIR DREW:  Your time is up.				false

		458						LN		18		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER SPENCER:  -- have submitted this in				false

		459						LN		18		13		false		          13   writing.  Thank you.				false

		460						LN		18		14		false		          14                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		461						LN		18		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Lisa				false

		462						LN		18		16		false		          16   Smith.				false

		463						LN		18		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER SMITH:  Hi.  My name is Lisa Smith				false

		464						LN		18		18		false		          18   L-I-S-A, S-M-I-T-H.				false

		465						LN		18		19		false		          19             And I live in the Summit View neighborhood of				false

		466						LN		18		20		false		          20   Kennewick, which is in Southwest Kennewick.  I am a				false

		467						LN		18		21		false		          21   proponent of clean energy, but am extremely opposed to this				false

		468						LN		18		22		false		          22   massive wind turbine project.				false

		469						LN		18		23		false		          23             We already provide efficient, clean energy through				false

		470						LN		18		24		false		          24   nuclear power and also the hydroelectric power in our area.				false

		471						LN		18		25		false		          25   I don't understand why we'd let an out-of-state company come				false

		472						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		473						LN		19		1		false		           1   in and completely destroy our natural landscape and ridges				false

		474						LN		19		2		false		           2   with these wind turbines.  We do have some wind turbines				false

		475						LN		19		3		false		           3   already that are visible from my house, and I can see that				false

		476						LN		19		4		false		           4   they are idle the majority of the time.  We do get wind				false

		477						LN		19		5		false		           5   here, but it's actually quite infrequent.  It seems crazy to				false

		478						LN		19		6		false		           6   forever change a huge part of our landscape to have massive				false

		479						LN		19		7		false		           7   wind turbines sitting idle.				false

		480						LN		19		8		false		           8             I also don't understand why these wind turbines				false

		481						LN		19		9		false		           9   have to be right at the top of our ridges where they are the				false

		482						LN		19		10		false		          10   most visible to thousands of people in Finley, Tri-Cities,				false

		483						LN		19		11		false		          11   and Benton City.  There's a lot of land even just south of				false

		484						LN		19		12		false		          12   here, you know, between our cities and Oregon with almost no				false

		485						LN		19		13		false		          13   population where these turbines could be and not have so				false

		486						LN		19		14		false		          14   much impact on our people.				false

		487						LN		19		15		false		          15             Thank you.				false

		488						LN		19		16		false		          16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is				false

		489						LN		19		17		false		          17   Margaret Hue.				false

		490						LN		19		18		false		          18             Do we have Margaret Hue present?				false

		491						LN		19		19		false		          19                  SPEAKER HUE:  Yeah, I am.				false

		492						LN		19		20		false		          20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  There she is.  Thank you.				false

		493						LN		19		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER HUE: I was trying to find where I was				false

		494						LN		19		22		false		          22   going to speak.  You caught me by surprise.				false

		495						LN		19		23		false		          23             Okay.  It's Margaret, M-A-R-G-A-R-E-T.  Last name				false

		496						LN		19		24		false		          24   is Hue, H-U-E.  I'm a resident from Badger Canyon.  The				false

		497						LN		19		25		false		          25   location where some of these turbines are going to be is				false

		498						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		499						LN		20		1		false		           1   within a mile and a half of our location, directly above it.				false

		500						LN		20		2		false		           2   I've lived in Badger Canyon for 40 years, so I've seen a lot				false

		501						LN		20		3		false		           3   of things and know the land and the terrain and so forth.				false

		502						LN		20		4		false		           4             But what people don't understand is all of these				false

		503						LN		20		5		false		           5   big canyons that drain off of Horse Heaven, they bring wind				false

		504						LN		20		6		false		           6   turbulence down.  The DEIS refers to Badger Canyon as kind				false

		505						LN		20		7		false		           7   of sloping hills, whatever.  It is very complex.  And all				false

		506						LN		20		8		false		           8   these canyons that feed in are -- pull air down, they cause				false

		507						LN		20		9		false		           9   wind turbulence, but the wind farms that are coming up,				false

		508						LN		20		10		false		          10   there are 150, six rows deep, directly above Badger Canyon				false

		509						LN		20		11		false		          11   or to Kiona for nine miles.				false

		510						LN		20		12		false		          12             And with that, we have some of the most pristine				false

		511						LN		20		13		false		          13   farm ground in Badger Canyon, Red Mountain, Kiona, but also				false

		512						LN		20		14		false		          14   down to Finley, but this area here is going to receive all				false

		513						LN		20		15		false		          15   of the warm air that's going to damage our diversified				false

		514						LN		20		16		false		          16   agriculture.  The wind turbulence can be carried up to 15 to				false

		515						LN		20		17		false		          17   20 miles, causing chaos on our diversified ag.  This will go				false

		516						LN		20		18		false		          18   way into Pasco and North Franklin County.				false

		517						LN		20		19		false		          19             The other thing is with the warming temperatures,				false

		518						LN		20		20		false		          20   most from the wind farms, most of these are in the evening				false

		519						LN		20		21		false		          21   or in the afternoon to 10 in the morning.  If you're a				false

		520						LN		20		22		false		          22   cherry grower, you go out to pick your cherries and the				false

		521						LN		20		23		false		          23   orchard is warm, you're not going to be able to pick your				false

		522						LN		20		24		false		          24   cherries.  That is an economic loss to our community.				false

		523						LN		20		25		false		          25             I was concerned because some growers brought out				false

		524						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		525						LN		21		1		false		           1   small cherries.  We found out WSU IAREC is releasing a				false

		526						LN		21		2		false		           2   study.  It is not out yet, but it will be.  And it shows				false

		527						LN		21		3		false		           3   that damage from warm temperatures can affect the quality,				false

		528						LN		21		4		false		           4   the size of the fruit, which is tonnage.  That's money, and				false

		529						LN		21		5		false		           5   then also the color on the apples, color on the --				false

		530						LN		21		6		false		           6                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		531						LN		21		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER HUE:  -- economic loss.				false

		532						LN		21		8		false		           8                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time's up.				false

		533						LN		21		9		false		           9   Thank you.				false

		534						LN		21		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Rita				false

		535						LN		21		11		false		          11   Porter.				false

		536						LN		21		12		false		          12                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Hello.				false

		537						LN		21		13		false		          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  If you are not Rita				false

		538						LN		21		14		false		          14   Porter, please make sure your mic is muted.  She is our next				false

		539						LN		21		15		false		          15   speaker.				false

		540						LN		21		16		false		          16                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How do I mute that?				false

		541						LN		21		17		false		          17   I'm sorry.				false

		542						LN		21		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Chair Drew, do you				false

		543						LN		21		19		false		          19   remember what the code is for phone?				false

		544						LN		21		20		false		          20                  CHAIR DREW:  Star 6 or pound 6.				false

		545						LN		21		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		546						LN		21		22		false		          22                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Pound 6.  That mutes				false

		547						LN		21		23		false		          23   me?				false

		548						LN		21		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.				false

		549						LN		21		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER PORTER:  Hello.  My name is Rita				false

		550						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		551						LN		22		1		false		           1   Porter, R-I-T-A, P-O-R-T-E-R.				false

		552						LN		22		2		false		           2             One of the things that has not been addressed so				false

		553						LN		22		3		false		           3   far is the blinking red lights, and I'm concerned about the				false

		554						LN		22		4		false		           4   blinking red lights.  They'll be visible from my home by, at				false

		555						LN		22		5		false		           5   times, probably 50 or 60.  I live in Badger Canyon, and I'm				false

		556						LN		22		6		false		           6   vehemently against the intrusion of the windmills for all				false

		557						LN		22		7		false		           7   the reasons that's been addressed and the reasons that are				false

		558						LN		22		8		false		           8   yet to be addressed.  I don't -- I don't -- I think it's a				false

		559						LN		22		9		false		           9   huge show of disrespect of the residents of the Tri-Cities				false

		560						LN		22		10		false		          10   not even to give them a voice until after the fact.  And I				false

		561						LN		22		11		false		          11   didn't really have anything to prepare, but I just wanted to				false

		562						LN		22		12		false		          12   show up and give my support to people of the United				false

		563						LN		22		13		false		          13   States -- or people of Tri-Cities and voice my opinions.				false

		564						LN		22		14		false		          14             Thank you.				false

		565						LN		22		15		false		          15                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		566						LN		22		16		false		          16             And just for everybody's knowledge since it's been				false

		567						LN		22		17		false		          17   brought up twice, EFSEC has not made a decision to approve				false

		568						LN		22		18		false		          18   this project.  We are still in the middle of our process.				false

		569						LN		22		19		false		          19   That's why we have the draft environmental impact statement				false

		570						LN		22		20		false		          20   in front of you tonight.  There is an adjudication yet to				false

		571						LN		22		21		false		          21   happen, and so this project has not received approval from				false

		572						LN		22		22		false		          22   EFSEC at this point in time.				false

		573						LN		22		23		false		          23             If you'd call the next speaker, please.				false

		574						LN		22		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No problem, Chair Drew.				false

		575						LN		22		25		false		          25             The next speaker is Karen Richardson.				false

		576						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		577						LN		23		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER RICHARDSON:  Good afternoon.  My name				false

		578						LN		23		2		false		           2   is Karen Richardson, K-A-R-E-N, R-I-C-H-S-O-N (sic).				false

		579						LN		23		3		false		           3             This has been the culmination of an over two-year				false

		580						LN		23		4		false		           4   journey.  I've sent EFSEC pictures of animals:  Burrowing				false

		581						LN		23		5		false		           5   owls, sandhill cranes, the red tail fox, and the pronghorn				false

		582						LN		23		6		false		           6   antelopes that graze on our steppe shrub.  As endangered				false

		583						LN		23		7		false		           7   animals, they've been reintroduced by the Central Washington				false

		584						LN		23		8		false		           8   Chapter of the Safari Club.  I've sent pictures of				false

		585						LN		23		9		false		           9   landscapes, sunsets, vast open -- vast, wide-open spaces.				false

		586						LN		23		10		false		          10   I've sent pictures of broken turbines; turbines on fire,				false

		587						LN		23		11		false		          11   like the ones in Williamsburg, Iowa, but the people in				false

		588						LN		23		12		false		          12   charge don't seem to care.				false

		589						LN		23		13		false		          13             US Fish and Wildlife Department with help from the				false

		590						LN		23		14		false		          14   Department of Defense just granted a 2.4 million REPI, which				false

		591						LN		23		15		false		          15   is a readiness and environmental protection program for				false

		592						LN		23		16		false		          16   butterflies, gophers, and horned larks on acreage adjacent				false

		593						LN		23		17		false		          17   to the Joint Base Lewis-McChord property.				false

		594						LN		23		18		false		          18             The Tri-City Herald just reported that				false

		595						LN		23		19		false		          19   Washington-based wind power provides the lowest effective				false

		596						LN		23		20		false		          20   capacity in winter compared to surrounding regions.				false

		597						LN		23		21		false		          21             According to western resource advocacy programs, a				false

		598						LN		23		22		false		          22   quote from a utility planning company:  Washington-based				false

		599						LN		23		23		false		          23   wind farms should be low on the list of alternatives if				false

		600						LN		23		24		false		          24   you're trying to balance CO2 emission reductions, grid				false

		601						LN		23		25		false		          25   reliability, and land-use impacts in the most cost-effective				false

		602						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		603						LN		24		1		false		           1   manner possible.  The draft study is lacking a failure to				false

		604						LN		24		2		false		           2   analyze proposed wind projects impact on residents.				false

		605						LN		24		3		false		           3             With Horse Heaven Hills high pressure inversions,				false

		606						LN		24		4		false		           4   cold freezing weather, and windless days, this makes no				false

		607						LN		24		5		false		           5   sense to place the wind farms in this area.				false

		608						LN		24		6		false		           6             Thank you.				false

		609						LN		24		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Tammy				false

		610						LN		24		8		false		           8   Wolfslack.				false

		611						LN		24		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER WOLFSLACK:  Hello.  My name is Tammy				false

		612						LN		24		10		false		          10   Wolfslack, T-A-M-M-Y, W-O-L-F-S-L-A-C-K.  Hi.				false

		613						LN		24		11		false		          11             I am here to talk about a couple articles				false

		614						LN		24		12		false		          12   Washington Times had.  The title of the article is, "Death				false

		615						LN		24		13		false		          13   by Solar Farm.  71 Species of Birds Killed.  Entire Food				false

		616						LN		24		14		false		          14   Chains Disrupted."  This article talks about 800-degree				false

		617						LN		24		15		false		          15   temperatures above solar fields, and apparently one type of				false

		618						LN		24		16		false		          16   bird in the study was observed to be smoking of its feathers				false

		619						LN		24		17		false		          17   as it flew.				false

		620						LN		24		18		false		          18             College of National Sciences article dated January				false

		621						LN		24		19		false		          19   2021, a 1.6 million DOC grant supports scientists studying				false

		622						LN		24		20		false		          20   bird deaths at solar facilities.  It discusses the				false

		623						LN		24		21		false		          21   incineration of birds, to the point that in some cases there				false

		624						LN		24		22		false		          22   was only a puff of feathers remaining.  They couldn't even				false

		625						LN		24		23		false		          23   identify the remains.				false

		626						LN		24		24		false		          24             We are in a wildlife migration route.  We are a				false

		627						LN		24		25		false		          25   major flyway, according to the United Nations Food				false

		628						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		629						LN		25		1		false		           1   Agricultural Organization, and I have a lot of photos here				false

		630						LN		25		2		false		           2   to show different types of birds as some of them were				false

		631						LN		25		3		false		           3   discussed.  And when I read the wind solar table ES-6				false

		632						LN		25		4		false		           4   discussing special status -- and that means protective				false

		633						LN		25		5		false		           5   endangered, I'm guessing -- recommended mitigation measures				false

		634						LN		25		6		false		           6   should read as allowable killing protected status species.				false

		635						LN		25		7		false		           7             In particular, you're talking about eagles.  How				false

		636						LN		25		8		false		           8   many eagles are okay?  They're going to be given take				false

		637						LN		25		9		false		           9   permits, which my understanding is "take" means kill.  How				false

		638						LN		25		10		false		          10   many are acceptable?  Five, ten, 100?  I have concerns that				false

		639						LN		25		11		false		          11   these shouldn't even be placed here in a flyway.				false

		640						LN		25		12		false		          12             So there are other options.  I think that starting				false

		641						LN		25		13		false		          13   to create things at a point of use is critical.  Do it in				false

		642						LN		25		14		false		          14   college and a high school.  Give them competitions and say,				false

		643						LN		25		15		false		          15   Hey, can you attach this to a car tire and make the battery				false

		644						LN		25		16		false		          16   generate itself?  Solar cells on top of a car.  Other types				false

		645						LN		25		17		false		          17   of something that can capture the wind on top of a vehicle.				false

		646						LN		25		18		false		          18             There's other ways to look at this.  We don't have				false

		647						LN		25		19		false		          19   to go this way.  We should stop jumping out of the airplane				false

		648						LN		25		20		false		          20   without checking our parachute for holes.				false

		649						LN		25		21		false		          21             Thank you very much.				false

		650						LN		25		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Gayle				false

		651						LN		25		23		false		          23   Graves.				false

		652						LN		25		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GRAVES:  Good evening.  My name is				false

		653						LN		25		25		false		          25   Gayle, G-A-Y-L-E; Graves, G-R-A-V-E-S, and I reside in				false

		654						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		655						LN		26		1		false		           1   Canyon -- or excuse me, Sunrise Canyon.  Thank you for				false

		656						LN		26		2		false		           2   holding this meeting.				false

		657						LN		26		3		false		           3             I am against the project as it's environmentally				false

		658						LN		26		4		false		           4   devastating.  For one example, the diversified agriculture				false

		659						LN		26		5		false		           5   will be impacted, raising local temperatures four degrees				false

		660						LN		26		6		false		           6   higher annually.  Annually.				false

		661						LN		26		7		false		           7             Diversified agriculture is one of the economic				false

		662						LN		26		8		false		           8   drivers of the Tri-City area.  The project is economically				false

		663						LN		26		9		false		           9   not sound as it will not create the energy proposed.  It's				false

		664						LN		26		10		false		          10   at taxpayers expense and will not create the employment as				false

		665						LN		26		11		false		          11   broadcasted by the supporters of the project.				false

		666						LN		26		12		false		          12             The shrub steppe and wildlife in our community				false

		667						LN		26		13		false		          13   care will be decimated without rehabilitation.				false

		668						LN		26		14		false		          14             How does this affect me and my family?  My home is				false

		669						LN		26		15		false		          15   at the base of the hills.  I'll be breathing the herbicides				false

		670						LN		26		16		false		          16   and pesticides brought down by the winds and the				false

		671						LN		26		17		false		          17   construction.  Living in higher temperatures with higher				false

		672						LN		26		18		false		          18   utility bills, tolerating red lights, noise pollution.				false

		673						LN		26		19		false		          19   Missing the wildlife that once flew in the Pacific flyway				false

		674						LN		26		20		false		          20   that was once ours to enjoy.				false

		675						LN		26		21		false		          21             Thank you for your time.				false

		676						LN		26		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Karen				false

		677						LN		26		23		false		          23   Brutzman.				false

		678						LN		26		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER BRUTZMAN:  Karen Brutzman.				false

		679						LN		26		25		false		          25   K-A-R-E-N, B as in boy, R-U-T as in Tom, Z as in zebra,				false

		680						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		681						LN		27		1		false		           1   M-A-N.				false

		682						LN		27		2		false		           2             I am against this project.  Scout Clean Energy				false

		683						LN		27		3		false		           3   wants you to believe that a small group of vocal residents				false

		684						LN		27		4		false		           4   is threatening to stop this clean energy project, which				false

		685						LN		27		5		false		           5   would generate up to 1,000 jobs and millions in tax revenue				false

		686						LN		27		6		false		           6   to Benton County.  Don't be fooled.				false

		687						LN		27		7		false		           7             Those 1,000 jobs will be short-term jobs for wind				false

		688						LN		27		8		false		           8   turbine installation.  Once in place the project will employ				false

		689						LN		27		9		false		           9   fewer than 50 people.  Wear and tear on our roadways will be				false

		690						LN		27		10		false		          10   immense.  Trucks will bring wind turbines to our area in				false

		691						LN		27		11		false		          11   several sections.  Roads will need to be straightened.				false

		692						LN		27		12		false		          12   There will also be hundreds of concrete trucks traveling				false

		693						LN		27		13		false		          13   county roads to provide concrete for wind turbine				false

		694						LN		27		14		false		          14   foundations.  Many of our county roads were not designed for				false

		695						LN		27		15		false		          15   these type of heavy loads.				false

		696						LN		27		16		false		          16             Clean energy is a misnomer.  Concrete has a huge				false

		697						LN		27		17		false		          17   carbon footprint.  The environmental impact of concrete, its				false

		698						LN		27		18		false		          18   manufacture and applications are complex, including CO2				false

		699						LN		27		19		false		          19   emissions.  The cement industry is one of the main producers				false

		700						LN		27		20		false		          20   of carbon dioxide, a potent greenhouse gas.  One reason why				false

		701						LN		27		21		false		          21   carbon emissions are so high is because cement must be				false

		702						LN		27		22		false		          22   heated to very high temperatures for clinker to form.				false

		703						LN		27		23		false		          23             The Tri-Cities is already a hot spot for ozone				false

		704						LN		27		24		false		          24   health risk.  The Tri-Cities' ozone precursor study final				false

		705						LN		27		25		false		          25   report dated December 12, 2017, was prepared by the				false

		706						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		707						LN		28		1		false		           1   laboratory for atmospheric research, the Department of Civil				false

		708						LN		28		2		false		           2   and Environmental Engineering, and Washington State				false

		709						LN		28		3		false		           3   University.  The link is provided in my written comments.				false

		710						LN		28		4		false		           4             This study was conducted because air quality				false

		711						LN		28		5		false		           5   managers started paying close attention to ozone levels in				false

		712						LN		28		6		false		           6   the Tri-Cities when the daily predictive air quality				false

		713						LN		28		7		false		           7   forecast model, operated by WSU, consistently showed				false

		714						LN		28		8		false		           8   elevated ozone in the Tri-Cities area.				false

		715						LN		28		9		false		           9             The ozone in this study is attributed to car				false

		716						LN		28		10		false		          10   emissions, but we can't ignore the pollution created by the				false

		717						LN		28		11		false		          11   millions of tons of concrete that will be used to erect				false

		718						LN		28		12		false		          12   these gigantic wind turbines and the emissions from the				false

		719						LN		28		13		false		          13   trucks transporting concrete to the work site.  The				false

		720						LN		28		14		false		          14   standard --				false

		721						LN		28		15		false		          15                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.				false

		722						LN		28		16		false		          16   Thank you for your comments, and please submit it in				false

		723						LN		28		17		false		          17   writing.				false

		724						LN		28		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is				false

		725						LN		28		19		false		          19   Christopher Kuperstein.				false

		726						LN		28		20		false		          20                  SPEAKER KUPERSTEIN:  Hello.  My name is				false

		727						LN		28		21		false		          21   Christopher Kuperstein, C-H-R-I-S-T-O-P-H-E-R,				false

		728						LN		28		22		false		          22   K-U-P-E-R-S-T-E-I-N.				false

		729						LN		28		23		false		          23             What I say tonight I have to preface by saying				false

		730						LN		28		24		false		          24   that I'm an affected landowner, and it does not reflect my				false

		731						LN		28		25		false		          25   employer or any other organization that I may associate				false

		732						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		733						LN		29		1		false		           1   with.				false

		734						LN		29		2		false		           2             I reside, by my calculation, as one of the closer				false

		735						LN		29		3		false		           3   residences to these wind turbines.  The closest four				false

		736						LN		29		4		false		           4   turbines will be placed approximately three quarters of a				false

		737						LN		29		5		false		           5   mile to one mile from my house.				false

		738						LN		29		6		false		           6             During the pandemic, great care was taken in				false

		739						LN		29		7		false		           7   saving the lives of citizens of Washington State.  Part of				false

		740						LN		29		8		false		           8   this care was to listen to experts who were experts in				false

		741						LN		29		9		false		           9   pandemic and in disease and developing mitigating measures				false

		742						LN		29		10		false		          10   to protect people from the disease.				false

		743						LN		29		11		false		          11             I submit, for the record, an expert medical				false

		744						LN		29		12		false		          12   doctor, Dr. Nina Pierpont, who earned her Ph.D studying the				false

		745						LN		29		13		false		          13   effects of existing wind turbines on existing people.  This				false

		746						LN		29		14		false		          14   book titled Wind Turbine Syndrome details medical impacts of				false

		747						LN		29		15		false		          15   varying types on real people by real turbines.				false

		748						LN		29		16		false		          16             On page 20, I read the chief recommendation:				false

		749						LN		29		17		false		          17   Two kilometers or 1.24 miles remains the baseline shortest				false

		750						LN		29		18		false		          18   setback from residences and hospitals, schools, nursing				false

		751						LN		29		19		false		          19   homes, that communities should consider.  In mountainous				false

		752						LN		29		20		false		          20   terrain 2 miles, 3.2 kilometers, is probably a better				false

		753						LN		29		21		false		          21   guideline.				false

		754						LN		29		22		false		          22             My first recommendation is that for this project,				false

		755						LN		29		23		false		          23   that EFSEC follow her advice.  Instead of the turbine				false

		756						LN		29		24		false		          24   placement being one-half of a mile from a nearest residence,				false

		757						LN		29		25		false		          25   as the current IEIS suggests, that a buffer of two				false

		758						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		759						LN		30		1		false		           1   kilometers or 1.25 miles be placed between turbines and the				false

		760						LN		30		2		false		           2   nearest residence so as to minimize the health impacts to				false

		761						LN		30		3		false		           3   those affected residents.				false

		762						LN		30		4		false		           4             Thank you for your time.				false

		763						LN		30		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Mary				false

		764						LN		30		6		false		           6   Cloninger.				false

		765						LN		30		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER CLONINGER:  Hello.  My name is Mary				false

		766						LN		30		8		false		           8   Cloninger, M-A-R-Y, C-L-O-N-I-N-G-E-R.				false

		767						LN		30		9		false		           9             I am not as eloquent as the people that have				false

		768						LN		30		10		false		          10   been -- that are previous to me, and I do not have a lot of				false

		769						LN		30		11		false		          11   information.  But I'm a native Tri-Citian, born and raised				false

		770						LN		30		12		false		          12   in this vicinity, and I am against building the wind farm in				false

		771						LN		30		13		false		          13   the Horse Heaven Hills.  They are a blight and an eyesore on				false

		772						LN		30		14		false		          14   our beautiful hills.  The construction will cause damage to				false

		773						LN		30		15		false		          15   the ecosystem and cause dust pollution in our air in town.				false

		774						LN		30		16		false		          16             The energy produced is not very much, and it's not				false

		775						LN		30		17		false		          17   worth destroying our landscape.  It is not clean energy.  It				false

		776						LN		30		18		false		          18   uses oil.  It leaks oil into the dirt, and it kills birds				false

		777						LN		30		19		false		          19   and disrupts wildlife.  And I don't know if anyone has ever				false

		778						LN		30		20		false		          20   done a study on what the vibration would do to our basalt,				false

		779						LN		30		21		false		          21   and I would suggest that something like that happen before				false

		780						LN		30		22		false		          22   you make any decision.				false

		781						LN		30		23		false		          23             Thank you for your time.				false

		782						LN		30		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Art				false

		783						LN		30		25		false		          25   Kelly.				false

		784						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		785						LN		31		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER KELLY:  Good evening.  My name is Art				false

		786						LN		31		2		false		           2   Kelly, A-R-T, K-E-L-L-Y.				false

		787						LN		31		3		false		           3             We are very blessed to have sufficient and				false

		788						LN		31		4		false		           4   reliable power via hydroelectric power and nuclear power				false

		789						LN		31		5		false		           5   here in our region; therefore, projected amount of massive				false

		790						LN		31		6		false		           6   land for this project is not warranted at this time for				false

		791						LN		31		7		false		           7   windmills to be constructed.				false

		792						LN		31		8		false		           8             There's no guarantee that whatever power that can				false

		793						LN		31		9		false		           9   be generated will not be sold to California, Oregon, Canada,				false

		794						LN		31		10		false		          10   or other territories or even benefit the Tri-City area.				false

		795						LN		31		11		false		          11             What contingency plans are in place if Scout				false

		796						LN		31		12		false		          12   Energy should by chance go bankrupt, federal subsidies are				false

		797						LN		31		13		false		          13   depleted, et cetera?  Who has the responsibility of removing				false

		798						LN		31		14		false		          14   all these wind turbines and restoring the land back to its				false

		799						LN		31		15		false		          15   original status?  According to the Manhattan Institute,				false

		800						LN		31		16		false		          16   windmills provide less than three percent of the world's				false

		801						LN		31		17		false		          17   energy.  Netherlands and Germany have come out with a very				false

		802						LN		31		18		false		          18   progressive technology, using what they call tulip-shaped				false

		803						LN		31		19		false		          19   small wind turbines that can be installed on private				false

		804						LN		31		20		false		          20   property household, business, et cetera.  They're extremely				false

		805						LN		31		21		false		          21   quiet.  They provide 20 to 50 percent more efficient energy.				false

		806						LN		31		22		false		          22   They produce energy to power at least one-third energy of				false

		807						LN		31		23		false		          23   consumption of a household.				false

		808						LN		31		24		false		          24             There's also the issue of the recyclability of				false

		809						LN		31		25		false		          25   windmill blades.  I think we need to take advantage and				false

		810						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		811						LN		32		1		false		           1   re-evaluate our other forms of progressive technology and				false

		812						LN		32		2		false		           2   put this on the back burner.				false

		813						LN		32		3		false		           3             Thank you for your time.				false

		814						LN		32		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Dave				false

		815						LN		32		5		false		           5   Sharp.				false

		816						LN		32		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER SHARP:  My name is Dave Sharp,				false

		817						LN		32		7		false		           7   S-H-A-R-P.				false

		818						LN		32		8		false		           8             The developer has stated that the Nine Canyon				false

		819						LN		32		9		false		           9   project establishes a precedent for the proposed project.				false

		820						LN		32		10		false		          10   That is not the case.  Each of their turbines can produce				false

		821						LN		32		11		false		          11   two to three times what an NC turbine can produce.				false

		822						LN		32		12		false		          12             The number of turbines, the heighth of turbines,				false

		823						LN		32		13		false		          13   the 25-mile expanse into the project, the amount of				false

		824						LN		32		14		false		          14   generation, 100-plus miles of road, 110 square miles of the				false

		825						LN		32		15		false		          15   project, and an apparent lack of respect for wildlife				false

		826						LN		32		16		false		          16   corridors and habitat disturbance.  There is no comparison.				false

		827						LN		32		17		false		          17   Horse Heaven Project is another dimension.				false

		828						LN		32		18		false		          18             Wind projects have been in Washington since the				false

		829						LN		32		19		false		          19   early 2000s.  Since that time, there have been nearly 2000				false

		830						LN		32		20		false		          20   turbines installed over 20 projects.  In all prior cases,				false

		831						LN		32		21		false		          21   the developer respected wind industry practices, that sited				false

		832						LN		32		22		false		          22   wind projects in rural areas away from high population				false

		833						LN		32		23		false		          23   zones.				false

		834						LN		32		24		false		          24             This project will have approximately five times				false

		835						LN		32		25		false		          25   the population impacted as all other counties in the state				false

		836						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		837						LN		33		1		false		           1   combined.  This will be a disparate treatment of Benton				false

		838						LN		33		2		false		           2   County.  And what about the precedent that will be set if				false

		839						LN		33		3		false		           3   this project is approved with a perceived bias, such as no				false

		840						LN		33		4		false		           4   alternative builds and no subsidy of mitigation or a lot of				false

		841						LN		33		5		false		           5   unresolved issues being solved by a team separate from the				false

		842						LN		33		6		false		           6   main process?  Future process -- future projects will				false

		843						LN		33		7		false		           7   motivate developers to bypass local officials and use EFSEC				false

		844						LN		33		8		false		           8   for every project with sloppy, nonspecific applications and				false

		845						LN		33		9		false		           9   expecting approvals with minimal mitigation.  Developers				false

		846						LN		33		10		false		          10   study previous applications, and they study the decisions				false

		847						LN		33		11		false		          11   that EFSEC makes.  Those decisions guide how they approach				false

		848						LN		33		12		false		          12   and present a new application.				false

		849						LN		33		13		false		          13             We are hopeful that EFSEC does not set a new				false

		850						LN		33		14		false		          14   precedent with their decisions on this project.  This is a				false

		851						LN		33		15		false		          15   slippery slope.  I hope that you recognize that.  Since I				false

		852						LN		33		16		false		          16   have a couple minutes -- or a couple seconds, jobs -- the				false

		853						LN		33		17		false		          17   real number of jobs from the application is 450 and				false

		854						LN		33		18		false		          18   approximately --				false

		855						LN		33		19		false		          19                  CHAIR DREW:  Your time is up.  Your time has				false

		856						LN		33		20		false		          20   been up.  Thank you.				false

		857						LN		33		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Paul Krupin.				false

		858						LN		33		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER KRUPIN:  Good evening, everyone.  My				false

		859						LN		33		23		false		          23   name is Paul Krupin.  That's P-A-U-L, K-R-U-P-I-N.				false

		860						LN		33		24		false		          24             I am a retired environmental protection specialist				false

		861						LN		33		25		false		          25   with the BAN (inaudible) well-used law degree, over 40 years				false

		862						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		863						LN		34		1		false		           1   of work experience in the Pacific Northwest, and I live in				false

		864						LN		34		2		false		           2   Kennewick, Washington.				false

		865						LN		34		3		false		           3                  CHAIR DREW:  Can we pause for a second,				false

		866						LN		34		4		false		           4   please?				false

		867						LN		34		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER KRUPIN:  Yes.				false

		868						LN		34		6		false		           6                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  I'm having trouble				false

		869						LN		34		7		false		           7   hearing you; if you can, speak more into the microphone.				false

		870						LN		34		8		false		           8   And if I'm having trouble, probably our court reporter is				false

		871						LN		34		9		false		           9   too.  And slow down just a tad.  Thank you.				false

		872						LN		34		10		false		          10                 SPEAKER KRUPIN:  I did submit my comments, and				false

		873						LN		34		11		false		          11   I'll -- I'm just going to read from them.  Okay.				false

		874						LN		34		12		false		          12             So on Tuesday, yesterday, President Biden said				false

		875						LN		34		13		false		          13   that climate change is a bigger threat to United (inaudible)				false

		876						LN		34		14		false		          14   than a nuclear war.  And Governor Inslee is on record				false

		877						LN		34		15		false		          15   committing to (inaudible) on greenhouse gas emissions.				false

		878						LN		34		16		false		          16             I have really serious doubts about the underlying				false

		879						LN		34		17		false		          17   need for this project and whether it can really contribute				false

		880						LN		34		18		false		          18   to any of these problems, you know, with meaningful				false

		881						LN		34		19		false		          19   solutions.  What does the best science really tell us?  How				false

		882						LN		34		20		false		          20   are we going to identify the good projects from the bad?  In				false

		883						LN		34		21		false		          21   other words, I cannot -- I respectfully want to cooperate to				false

		884						LN		34		22		false		          22   following the recommendation of EFSEC with concurrence of				false

		885						LN		34		23		false		          23   the governor in cooperation with the tribes and the local				false

		886						LN		34		24		false		          24   counties and cities (inaudible) commission with exceptional				false

		887						LN		34		25		false		          25   people who are appointed to independently investigate				false

		888						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		889						LN		35		1		false		           1   studying (inaudible) difficult and complex problems caused				false

		890						LN		35		2		false		           2   by climate change.				false

		891						LN		35		3		false		           3             The members of this commission -- community				false

		892						LN		35		4		false		           4   commission should be selected using the best and the				false

		893						LN		35		5		false		           5   brightest approach to ensure independence from political				false

		894						LN		35		6		false		           6   influence and authority.  The commission should utilize				false

		895						LN		35		7		false		           7   their expertise and experience to consider and evaluate				false

		896						LN		35		8		false		           8   size-based limits and then issue scientific and				false

		897						LN		35		9		false		           9   project-specific findings and recommendations which can yet				false

		898						LN		35		10		false		          10   be used by decision makers.				false

		899						LN		35		11		false		          11             The commission should be charged with identifying				false

		900						LN		35		12		false		          12   (inaudible) and evaluating the validity of the purpose,				false

		901						LN		35		13		false		          13   meaning and underlying premises of energy projects.  The				false

		902						LN		35		14		false		          14   revision also evaluated project proposals and alternatives				false

		903						LN		35		15		false		          15   proposed by (inaudible).				false

		904						LN		35		16		false		          16             No formal action should be taken by EFSEC or the				false

		905						LN		35		17		false		          17   governor until the findings and recommendations regarding				false

		906						LN		35		18		false		          18   the validity of this purpose, meaning the projects, can be				false

		907						LN		35		19		false		          19   provided by the commission.  This commission should then				false

		908						LN		35		20		false		          20   prepare a report (inaudible) presentations, take public				false

		909						LN		35		21		false		          21   comments and then file these findings and conclusions that				false

		910						LN		35		22		false		          22   protect recommendations for consideration (inaudible)				false

		911						LN		35		23		false		          23   legislature integrated federal, state, tribal, local				false

		912						LN		35		24		false		          24   government agencies, tribal governments, public stakeholders				false

		913						LN		35		25		false		          25   and the public.				false

		914						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		915						LN		36		1		false		           1             Thank you.				false

		916						LN		36		2		false		           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		917						LN		36		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Clark				false

		918						LN		36		4		false		           4   Stolle.				false

		919						LN		36		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER STOLLE:  Good evening.  Clark,				false

		920						LN		36		6		false		           6   C-L-A-R-K; Stolle, S-T-O-L-L-E.				false

		921						LN		36		7		false		           7             Thank you for the opportunity to voice my				false

		922						LN		36		8		false		           8   opposition to the proposed project.  My family's lived in				false

		923						LN		36		9		false		           9   the Kennewick area for over 70 years.  We shared a feeling				false

		924						LN		36		10		false		          10   of pride with the Horse Heaven Hills, believing that they				false

		925						LN		36		11		false		          11   should be preserved as much as possible as part of the				false

		926						LN		36		12		false		          12   heritage of our area.				false

		927						LN		36		13		false		          13             Allowing this project to be built at the proposed				false

		928						LN		36		14		false		          14   locations has long-term consequences that will cause				false

		929						LN		36		15		false		          15   significant and irreparable harm to the environment and				false

		930						LN		36		16		false		          16   overall quality of life for an urban area of over 300,000				false

		931						LN		36		17		false		          17   people.				false

		932						LN		36		18		false		          18             There are two options proposed for this 25-mile				false

		933						LN		36		19		false		          19   long project running along Horse Heaven Hills' ridgeline.				false

		934						LN		36		20		false		          20   244 turbines of up to 500 feet or 150 of up to 670 feet				false

		935						LN		36		21		false		          21   tall.  Both create visual impacts that cannot be mitigated.				false

		936						LN		36		22		false		          22             This is not a visually aesthetic wind farm turning				false

		937						LN		36		23		false		          23   away in the middle of nowhere.  It's an industrial complex				false

		938						LN		36		24		false		          24   of enormous proportions of many components and impacts.				false

		939						LN		36		25		false		          25   These towers are going to be taller than a 60-story				false

		940						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		941						LN		37		1		false		           1   building.  The Space Needle, Statue of Liberty, Washington				false

		942						LN		37		2		false		           2   Monument.  I think you get the picture.  They're big, and				false

		943						LN		37		3		false		           3   they're very visible.  If approved, our community will be				false

		944						LN		37		4		false		           4   forced to live within eyesight of the towers, and no one who				false

		945						LN		37		5		false		           5   lives here or visits can escape seeing them.				false

		946						LN		37		6		false		           6             I feel the EIS does not perform balance and				false

		947						LN		37		7		false		           7   serious analysis of the impacts that will be so detrimental				false

		948						LN		37		8		false		           8   to our community.  It glosses over tough economic issues and				false

		949						LN		37		9		false		           9   impacts on tourism, quality of life, land value, aesthetics,				false

		950						LN		37		10		false		          10   recreation and future development.  It fails to discuss the				false

		951						LN		37		11		false		          11   backlash wind farms are facing in California and other				false

		952						LN		37		12		false		          12   states.  And there's no discussion regarding alternative				false

		953						LN		37		13		false		          13   locations in Benton County, Eastern Washington, or other				false

		954						LN		37		14		false		          14   states.  It also appears the project will have no positive				false

		955						LN		37		15		false		          15   impact on climate change or carbon emissions in Washington,				false

		956						LN		37		16		false		          16   and any power generated is likely to be sent out of state.				false

		957						LN		37		17		false		          17   Scout selected a poor location far too close to a large,				false

		958						LN		37		18		false		          18   growing urban area, and our community should not have to pay				false

		959						LN		37		19		false		          19   the price for this bad decision.  It can and should be				false

		960						LN		37		20		false		          20   located further from urban areas.  Please deny this project.				false

		961						LN		37		21		false		          21             Thank you.				false

		962						LN		37		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Harvey				false

		963						LN		37		23		false		          23   Faurlholt.				false

		964						LN		37		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER H. FAURHOLT:  Good evening.  My name				false

		965						LN		37		25		false		          25   is Harvey Faurholt.  H-A-R-V-E-Y, Faurholt, F as in Frank,				false

		966						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		967						LN		38		1		false		           1   A-U-R-H-O-L-T as in tango.				false

		968						LN		38		2		false		           2             I'm a resident of Kennewick, and I've been a				false

		969						LN		38		3		false		           3   resident of Kennewick for about 50 years now.  There was				false

		970						LN		38		4		false		           4   something humorous, I saw it on -- so serious -- reading on				false

		971						LN		38		5		false		           5   the news off my iPhone.  And they were talking about, they				false

		972						LN		38		6		false		           6   lost about seven whales on the East Coast.  And they're				false

		973						LN		38		7		false		           7   worried that the wind turbines are causing the death of				false

		974						LN		38		8		false		           8   whales, and it's getting an awful lot of attention.  And I				false

		975						LN		38		9		false		           9   was thinking maybe if we were whales, we would get more				false

		976						LN		38		10		false		          10   attention than we're getting here by the State of				false

		977						LN		38		11		false		          11   Washington.				false

		978						LN		38		12		false		          12             We do not need more intermittent electricity in				false

		979						LN		38		13		false		          13   Benton County.  The electricity we have now is 90 percent				false

		980						LN		38		14		false		          14   renewable, which is probably the best in the country, if not				false

		981						LN		38		15		false		          15   the best in the world.  When, and if, the wind turbines are				false

		982						LN		38		16		false		          16   making electricity, the dams have to be shut down to				false

		983						LN		38		17		false		          17   accommodate the wind turbines, which is not good for the dam				false

		984						LN		38		18		false		          18   turbines.				false

		985						LN		38		19		false		          19             The wind turbines should be placed where the				false

		986						LN		38		20		false		          20   electricity is needed.  California, the State of Washington				false

		987						LN		38		21		false		          21   along the ocean, along the beaches, and I'm sure they would				false

		988						LN		38		22		false		          22   be happy to have them.				false

		989						LN		38		23		false		          23             When the wind turbines's useful life is completed				false

		990						LN		38		24		false		          24   or something better comes along to make -- for example, if				false

		991						LN		38		25		false		          25   something happened with -- with the -- without, excuse me --				false

		992						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		993						LN		39		1		false		           1   why I stop sometimes -- nuclear energy, then they will have				false

		994						LN		39		2		false		           2   to be disposed of.  But they are not -- they are not				false

		995						LN		39		3		false		           3   biodegradable and will exist forever in the garbage dumps,				false

		996						LN		39		4		false		           4   if they make it that far.  They're an eyesore that we --				false

		997						LN		39		5		false		           5   that we will have to live with for the next ten, 20,				false

		998						LN		39		6		false		           6   30 years, and then -- they have enough money to take them				false

		999						LN		39		7		false		           7   down forever.				false

		1000						LN		39		8		false		           8             As for the unions and people who want to have				false

		1001						LN		39		9		false		           9   these put up, I can certainly understand their position.				false

		1002						LN		39		10		false		          10   They want jobs as long as they -- as long as they're union				false

		1003						LN		39		11		false		          11   jobs.				false

		1004						LN		39		12		false		          12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Your				false

		1005						LN		39		13		false		          13   time is up.  Appreciate it.  Please submit your comments in				false

		1006						LN		39		14		false		          14   writing.				false

		1007						LN		39		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Victoria				false

		1008						LN		39		16		false		          16   Faurholt.				false

		1009						LN		39		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT:  My name is Victoria				false

		1010						LN		39		18		false		          18   Faurholt, V-I-C-T-O-R-I-A, F-A-U-R-H-O-L-T.				false

		1011						LN		39		19		false		          19             I am -- my head's just spinning.  I listen to all				false

		1012						LN		39		20		false		          20   these people, and they've given so -- all the facts.  Here				false

		1013						LN		39		21		false		          21   is an article from Forbes magazine June 15, 2021:				false

		1014						LN		39		22		false		          22   Washington State's Approaching Energy Crisis, Good				false

		1015						LN		39		23		false		          23   Intentions Gone Wrong?				false

		1016						LN		39		24		false		          24             The trouble stems from attempts to decarbonize our				false

		1017						LN		39		25		false		          25   society, but just getting rid of them without a realistic				false

		1018						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1019						LN		40		1		false		           1   plan to replace them can do more harm than good.				false

		1020						LN		40		2		false		           2             Wind power, I mean, I don't know who you guys are				false

		1021						LN		40		3		false		           3   talking to, but it is not very effective.  In several				false

		1022						LN		40		4		false		           4   studies, it shows there is a projected capacity, but with				false

		1023						LN		40		5		false		           5   wind power, you don't get warmth in the winter -- you don't				false

		1024						LN		40		6		false		           6   get movement in the winter or in the summer when it's really				false

		1025						LN		40		7		false		           7   hot and it's really cold.  The actual capacity is				false

		1026						LN		40		8		false		           8   seven percent.  That means of 500, you get 500 milliwatts				false

		1027						LN		40		9		false		           9   out of 70 -- 7,100 milliwatts.				false

		1028						LN		40		10		false		          10             But what I really don't understand is this push on				false

		1029						LN		40		11		false		          11   us citizens.  I mean, we have protections for animals.  You				false

		1030						LN		40		12		false		          12   keep your animal in the car and you get a ticket.  My cousin				false

		1031						LN		40		13		false		          13   had to go to court.  You have -- not here.  Doesn't matter				false

		1032						LN		40		14		false		          14   here.  All these animals, doesn't matter.  We have fines				false

		1033						LN		40		15		false		          15   against noise pollution, all kinds of aesthetic pollutions				false

		1034						LN		40		16		false		          16   doesn't matter here.  These things are ugly.				false

		1035						LN		40		17		false		          17             We have neighborhoods here with rules and				false

		1036						LN		40		18		false		          18   regulations.  Nobody cares here.  We have individual,				false

		1037						LN		40		19		false		          19   personal help, like the man who was talking about COVID.				false

		1038						LN		40		20		false		          20   Nobody cares here.  They do not care, and that is what is				false

		1039						LN		40		21		false		          21   just upsetting me.				false

		1040						LN		40		22		false		          22             And if --				false

		1041						LN		40		23		false		          23                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.  I				false

		1042						LN		40		24		false		          24   appreciate it.				false

		1043						LN		40		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT: Thank you.				false

		1044						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1045						LN		41		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Paula				false

		1046						LN		41		2		false		           2   Nolte.				false

		1047						LN		41		3		false		           3                  CHAIR DREW:  After this speaker, we will take				false

		1048						LN		41		4		false		           4   a five-minute break.				false

		1049						LN		41		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Do we have a Paula Nolte				false

		1050						LN		41		6		false		           6   calling in?				false

		1051						LN		41		7		false		           7             And I do hear an echo, so if you are not speaking,				false

		1052						LN		41		8		false		           8   please make sure that you are muted.				false

		1053						LN		41		9		false		           9             One more call for Paula Nolte.				false

		1054						LN		41		10		false		          10                  CHAIR DREW:  Let's call her first after our				false

		1055						LN		41		11		false		          11   five-minute break.  But let's take a five-minute break, give				false

		1056						LN		41		12		false		          12   our court reporter a little bit of a chance, and we will be				false

		1057						LN		41		13		false		          13   back at 6:03.				false

		1058						LN		41		14		false		          14                       (Recess 5:58-6:03 p.m.)				false

		1059						LN		41		15		false		          15                  CHAIR DREW:  Ms. Grantham, will you call the				false

		1060						LN		41		16		false		          16   next -- I think we were going to try for the one who didn't				false

		1061						LN		41		17		false		          17   answer right before the break.				false

		1062						LN		41		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Correct.				false

		1063						LN		41		19		false		          19             We are going to try and call on Paula Nolte one				false

		1064						LN		41		20		false		          20   more time.				false

		1065						LN		41		21		false		          21                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Go ahead to the next				false

		1066						LN		41		22		false		          22   person.				false

		1067						LN		41		23		false		          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person is Karen				false

		1068						LN		41		24		false		          24   Brun.				false

		1069						LN		41		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER BRUN:  Can you hear me?				false

		1070						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1071						LN		42		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.				false

		1072						LN		42		2		false		           2                  SPEAKER BRUN:  Okay.  I'm Karen Brun,				false

		1073						LN		42		3		false		           3   K-A-R-E-N; B as in baker, R-U, N as in Nancy.				false

		1074						LN		42		4		false		           4             I'm opposed to this project.  The quantity and				false

		1075						LN		42		5		false		           5   height of the proposed turbines and the proximity to a large				false

		1076						LN		42		6		false		           6   metropolitan area, plus smaller communities, is				false

		1077						LN		42		7		false		           7   unprecedented in Washington State, if not the entire				false

		1078						LN		42		8		false		           8   country.  At two miles, 52.6 percent more Benton County				false

		1079						LN		42		9		false		           9   residents will be impacted 24/7 by this than the other nine				false

		1080						LN		42		10		false		          10   Washington counties combined where wind projects exist.				false

		1081						LN		42		11		false		          11             At four miles, 110 percent more will be impacted.				false

		1082						LN		42		12		false		          12             This is extremely disproportionate to the rest of				false

		1083						LN		42		13		false		          13   the state.  Tri-Cities residents, including 40 percent who				false

		1084						LN		42		14		false		          14   are people of color, are being asked to sacrifice our				false

		1085						LN		42		15		false		          15   landscape, wildlife, habitat, and our way of life for the				false

		1086						LN		42		16		false		          16   benefit of those on the west side and beyond.  This is				false

		1087						LN		42		17		false		          17   social and environmental injustice in the extreme.				false

		1088						LN		42		18		false		          18             Governor Inslee publicly stated at the recent				false

		1089						LN		42		19		false		          19   climate change conference in Egypt that he thinks nimbyism				false

		1090						LN		42		20		false		          20   has no place in Washington State.  If that is his				false

		1091						LN		42		21		false		          21   philosophy, then why are 11 of the 13 EFSEC projects				false

		1092						LN		42		22		false		          22   completed or in the pipeline located east of the Cascades?				false

		1093						LN		42		23		false		          23   And how many applications did EFSEC reject because they were				false

		1094						LN		42		24		false		          24   to be located on the west side?				false

		1095						LN		42		25		false		          25             If Governor Inslee insists that citizens in				false

		1096						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1097						LN		43		1		false		           1   Eastern Washington accept the ecological disruption and				false

		1098						LN		43		2		false		           2   sacrifice of our lifestyles to forest of industrial wind				false

		1099						LN		43		3		false		           3   turbines and seas of solar panels, he needs to have more				false

		1100						LN		43		4		false		           4   justification than 100 percent clean energy bragging rights.				false

		1101						LN		43		5		false		           5   He needs to follow the science.				false

		1102						LN		43		6		false		           6             The Western Resource Adequacy Program has proven				false

		1103						LN		43		7		false		           7   that wind power in Washington has an effective capacity of 8				false

		1104						LN		43		8		false		           8   to 11 percent when it's needed most.  What off-taker is				false

		1105						LN		43		9		false		           9   going to sign a contract for so little?				false

		1106						LN		43		10		false		          10             This project is going to cost much more				false

		1107						LN		43		11		false		          11   environmentally, socially, and economically than it will				false

		1108						LN		43		12		false		          12   ever return.  One just has to follow the money to see who				false

		1109						LN		43		13		false		          13   truly benefits.				false

		1110						LN		43		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1111						LN		43		15		false		          15             Our next speaker is Jeff Banning.  Do we have a				false

		1112						LN		43		16		false		          16   Jeff Banning on the line?				false

		1113						LN		43		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER BANNING:  Can you guys hear me?				false

		1114						LN		43		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  Thank you.				false

		1115						LN		43		19		false		          19                  SPEAKER BANNING:  My name's Jeff Banning.  As				false

		1116						LN		43		20		false		          20   a resident of Kennewick for over 20 years, I'm completely				false

		1117						LN		43		21		false		          21   against constructing a wind farm so close to our growing				false

		1118						LN		43		22		false		          22   community.  Excuse me.  There's no reason that this wind				false

		1119						LN		43		23		false		          23   farm needs to be sited at the southern border of the				false

		1120						LN		43		24		false		          24   Tri-Cities.  Eastern Washington has plenty of unpopulated				false

		1121						LN		43		25		false		          25   open space available for these kinds of low density,				false

		1122						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1123						LN		44		1		false		           1   inefficient energy producers.				false

		1124						LN		44		2		false		           2             Appendix Q, Visual Simulations, figure 81 A and B				false

		1125						LN		44		3		false		           3   is what I would see every day as I drive to work, get				false

		1126						LN		44		4		false		           4   groceries, walk the dog, mow my yard, or look out of my				false

		1127						LN		44		5		false		           5   living room windows.				false

		1128						LN		44		6		false		           6             Instead of the greens of the wheat fields in				false

		1129						LN		44		7		false		           7   spring slowly fading into hues of yellow and brown over the				false

		1130						LN		44		8		false		           8   summer, my view would be dominated by over 20 spinning,				false

		1131						LN		44		9		false		           9   blinking monstrosities.  Part of the Tri-Cities allure is				false

		1132						LN		44		10		false		          10   the open panoramic views of our vast shrub steppe ecosystem.				false

		1133						LN		44		11		false		          11   244 wind turbines would make a mockery of that.				false

		1134						LN		44		12		false		          12             If I bought a house within view of a wind farm,				false

		1135						LN		44		13		false		          13   then that would be a choice I made, knowing full well going				false

		1136						LN		44		14		false		          14   into the purchase.  Placing the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm				false

		1137						LN		44		15		false		          15   at its proposed location is an insult to the many South				false

		1138						LN		44		16		false		          16   Richland, Kennewick homeowners who chose this area				false

		1139						LN		44		17		false		          17   specifically for the views of Badger Canyon and the feeling				false

		1140						LN		44		18		false		          18   of openness as you look out of your house.				false

		1141						LN		44		19		false		          19             I would much rather have a single, small modular				false

		1142						LN		44		20		false		          20   reactor nuclear plant built in the same general location				false

		1143						LN		44		21		false		          21   than hundreds of inefficient wind turbines and solar panels.				false

		1144						LN		44		22		false		          22   And SMR may not have as large a name plate generation value,				false

		1145						LN		44		23		false		          23   but we all know that wind and solar never generate their				false

		1146						LN		44		24		false		          24   name plate values.  And a small modular reactor would give				false

		1147						LN		44		25		false		          25   you consistent electrical output, versus a variable nature				false

		1148						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1149						LN		45		1		false		           1   of wind and solar.  In the winter, we can sometimes go weeks				false

		1150						LN		45		2		false		           2   with the low cloud base and no wind.  There would be zero				false

		1151						LN		45		3		false		           3   output from the Horse Heaven Hills wind and solar generators				false

		1152						LN		45		4		false		           4   during those weeks.				false

		1153						LN		45		5		false		           5             In closing, if the State of Washington feels the				false

		1154						LN		45		6		false		           6   need to install renewable energy devices to meet carbon				false

		1155						LN		45		7		false		           7   emission reduction goals, they need to do it far away from				false

		1156						LN		45		8		false		           8   the major population centers of Eastern Washington.				false

		1157						LN		45		9		false		           9             Thank you.				false

		1158						LN		45		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Please make sure you are				false

		1159						LN		45		11		false		          11   muted if you are not called.				false

		1160						LN		45		12		false		          12             The next person is Jim Conka.  Do we have a Jim				false

		1161						LN		45		13		false		          13   Conka on the line?				false

		1162						LN		45		14		false		          14             I will go on to the next person.  Kevin Self.				false

		1163						LN		45		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER SELF:  Yes.  Kevin, K-E-V-I-N,				false

		1164						LN		45		16		false		          16   S-E-L-F.  Can you hear me?				false

		1165						LN		45		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.				false

		1166						LN		45		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER SELF:  Okay.  Here I go.				false

		1167						LN		45		19		false		          19             (Inaudible) draft EIS.  The draft EIS lacks				false

		1168						LN		45		20		false		          20   critical information as required by law to inform all				false

		1169						LN		45		21		false		          21   effective stakeholders.  This incomplete draft is not				false

		1170						LN		45		22		false		          22   allowed the proper review, which places the opportunity to				false

		1171						LN		45		23		false		          23   comment at a disadvantage.				false

		1172						LN		45		24		false		          24             The draft EIS states the applicant would develop a				false

		1173						LN		45		25		false		          25   final restoration plan.  By not providing this plan, the				false

		1174						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1175						LN		46		1		false		           1   stakeholder cannot comment on how it's going to be				false

		1176						LN		46		2		false		           2   implemented.				false

		1177						LN		46		3		false		           3             When referring to a requirement or a plan, the				false

		1178						LN		46		4		false		           4   draft uses the non-committal word "would" rather than				false

		1179						LN		46		5		false		           5   "will."  It uses it 5,200 times throughout the document.				false

		1180						LN		46		6		false		           6             My personal objections to this project:  We built				false

		1181						LN		46		7		false		           7   our home in Badger Canyon 12 years ago.  We moved here				false

		1182						LN		46		8		false		           8   because of the openness, the country feel with endless views				false

		1183						LN		46		9		false		           9   of rolling hills and unmatched sunsets.  We may not have the				false

		1184						LN		46		10		false		          10   trees like the west side, but our rolling hills and				false

		1185						LN		46		11		false		          11   wide-open views are equally as beautiful and irreplaceable.				false

		1186						LN		46		12		false		          12             My objection to this project is 100 percent due to				false

		1187						LN		46		13		false		          13   the adverse visual effects.  The thought of looking at these				false

		1188						LN		46		14		false		          14   towers on our hilltops and the destruction of the natural				false

		1189						LN		46		15		false		          15   beauty and the surreal settings is unthinkable.  Our views				false

		1190						LN		46		16		false		          16   will forever be destroyed by the windmills scattered on our				false

		1191						LN		46		17		false		          17   ridgelines with 600-foot towers will make our views look				false

		1192						LN		46		18		false		          18   like an industrial park, similar to the pumpjacks in				false

		1193						LN		46		19		false		          19   Bakersfield, California.				false

		1194						LN		46		20		false		          20             This project is all about politics.  EFSEC became				false

		1195						LN		46		21		false		          21   an independent state agency on June 30th, 2022.  State				false

		1196						LN		46		22		false		          22   legislature passed the bill to authorize the change as an				false

		1197						LN		46		23		false		          23   important step to achieve Governor Inslee's carbon neutral				false

		1198						LN		46		24		false		          24   goals by 2045.				false

		1199						LN		46		25		false		          25             Most of the 7 point 70 million (sic)				false

		1200						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1201						LN		47		1		false		           1   Washingtonians aren't aware of how or why it was changed.				false

		1202						LN		47		2		false		           2   This new law was requested by the office of the governor to				false

		1203						LN		47		3		false		           3   modernize EFSEC, giving them the authority to preempt all				false

		1204						LN		47		4		false		           4   aspects of certification and regulations of energy				false

		1205						LN		47		5		false		           5   facilities.  Our locally elected officials representing our				false

		1206						LN		47		6		false		           6   city and county offices have no authority under this law.				false

		1207						LN		47		7		false		           7   We, the people, have been stripped of our right to be				false

		1208						LN		47		8		false		           8   represented.				false

		1209						LN		47		9		false		           9             Now EFSEC has the power to come into any town in				false

		1210						LN		47		10		false		          10   our state and overrule local government.  This is a result				false

		1211						LN		47		11		false		          11   of a governor who has an aggressive green agenda that can				false

		1212						LN		47		12		false		          12   only be achieved with radical measures (inaudible) Central				false

		1213						LN		47		13		false		          13   and Eastern Washington are paying the price by forcing these				false

		1214						LN		47		14		false		          14   projects into our backyard.				false

		1215						LN		47		15		false		          15             The poorly prepared draft...(pause).				false

		1216						LN		47		16		false		          16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on				false

		1217						LN		47		17		false		          17   the list is Marilyn Dickenson.				false

		1218						LN		47		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER DICKENSON:  Thank you.  I'm Marilyn				false

		1219						LN		47		19		false		          19   Dickenson, M-A-R-I-L-Y-N, D-I-C-K-E-N-S-O-N.				false

		1220						LN		47		20		false		          20             I am not in favor of this massive, intrusive wind				false

		1221						LN		47		21		false		          21   turbine project.  Build nuclear plants, they are clean and				false

		1222						LN		47		22		false		          22   provide consistent, stable energy.				false

		1223						LN		47		23		false		          23             Thank you.				false

		1224						LN		47		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on				false

		1225						LN		47		25		false		          25   the list is Pam Minelli.				false

		1226						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1227						LN		48		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER MINELLI:  I am Pam Minelli.  P-A-M, M				false

		1228						LN		48		2		false		           2   as in Mary, I-N-E-L-L-I, and I'm a Kennewick resident.				false

		1229						LN		48		3		false		           3             Many are asking, Why does the applicant want to				false

		1230						LN		48		4		false		           4   cover over 100 square miles of the scenic Horse Heaven Hills				false

		1231						LN		48		5		false		           5   with up to 244 whirring and flashing wind turbines as tall				false

		1232						LN		48		6		false		           6   as Seattle's Space Needle?  Why here, when wind projects are				false

		1233						LN		48		7		false		           7   usually placed in remote, rural locations?				false

		1234						LN		48		8		false		           8             In chapter 1, page 5 of the DEIS, the applicant				false

		1235						LN		48		9		false		           9   lists commercially viable above-average wind speeds as one				false

		1236						LN		48		10		false		          10   reason for selecting the Horse Heaven Hills.				false

		1237						LN		48		11		false		          11             To the contrary, a study by the Western Resource				false

		1238						LN		48		12		false		          12   Adequacy Program, or RAP reports Washington-based wind power				false

		1239						LN		48		13		false		          13   provided the lowest effective capacity of the Western U.S.				false

		1240						LN		48		14		false		          14   and British Columbia during December into February.  And				false

		1241						LN		48		15		false		          15   that during the hottest months, August and September,				false

		1242						LN		48		16		false		          16   Washington wind capacity again declined.				false

		1243						LN		48		17		false		          17             In other words -- cut, the wind doesn't blow				false

		1244						LN		48		18		false		          18   enough here.				false

		1245						LN		48		19		false		          19             The DEIS lists area landowners' willingness to				false

		1246						LN		48		20		false		          20   participate in the project as another reason for selecting				false

		1247						LN		48		21		false		          21   the Horse Heaven Hills, but fails to recognize the objection				false

		1248						LN		48		22		false		          22   of local residents, Benton County commissioners, city				false

		1249						LN		48		23		false		          23   councils, other elected officials, and more.				false

		1250						LN		48		24		false		          24             Despite the science and local opposition, the				false

		1251						LN		48		25		false		          25   applicant is committed to building this inefficient project				false

		1252						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1253						LN		49		1		false		           1   that is too close, too big, and too tall.  It's too close				false

		1254						LN		49		2		false		           2   with 100,000 people living within six miles of the Horse				false

		1255						LN		49		3		false		           3   Heaven turbines.  That's compared to about 19,000 people				false

		1256						LN		49		4		false		           4   within six miles for all the other projects in the state				false

		1257						LN		49		5		false		           5   combined.				false

		1258						LN		49		6		false		           6             Instead of trees, 150 to 244 Space Needle-sized				false

		1259						LN		49		7		false		           7   wind turbines with red flashing lights will be visible				false

		1260						LN		49		8		false		           8   without the -- throughout the Tri-Cities and by tourists				false

		1261						LN		49		9		false		           9   visiting our famous wineries.  It is so big that Washington				false

		1262						LN		49		10		false		          10   Department of Fish and Wildlife fears it is impossible to				false

		1263						LN		49		11		false		          11   effectively mitigate the environmental risks it poses to				false

		1264						LN		49		12		false		          12   sensitive wildlife and some of the last remaining shrub				false

		1265						LN		49		13		false		          13   steppe habitat in the state.				false

		1266						LN		49		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Your time is				false

		1267						LN		49		15		false		          15   up.				false

		1268						LN		49		16		false		          16             The next person I have is Patrick Grengs.				false

		1269						LN		49		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER GRENGS:  Hello.  Can you hear me?				false

		1270						LN		49		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.				false

		1271						LN		49		19		false		          19                  SPEAKER GRENGS:  Excellent.  My name is				false

		1272						LN		49		20		false		          20   Patrick Grengs, P-A-T-R-I-C-K, G-R-E-N-G-S.				false

		1273						LN		49		21		false		          21             Speaking as a 30-year resident of the Tri-Cities				false

		1274						LN		49		22		false		          22   and owner of 40 acres of farmland here in West Richland, I'm				false

		1275						LN		49		23		false		          23   here to make clear my statement against any construction				false

		1276						LN		49		24		false		          24   related to the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm.				false

		1277						LN		49		25		false		          25             First and foremost, wind turbines are not				false

		1278						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1279						LN		50		1		false		           1   economically viable.  Wind power is intermittent, as we all				false

		1280						LN		50		2		false		           2   know.  Every watt of power produced by wind must be				false

		1281						LN		50		3		false		           3   supplemented by back-up sources including hydro, nuclear,				false

		1282						LN		50		4		false		           4   and a mix of hydrocarbons.  At a minimum, this doubles the				false

		1283						LN		50		5		false		           5   cost of wind power.				false

		1284						LN		50		6		false		           6             Second, wind power is neither green nor				false

		1285						LN		50		7		false		           7   sustainable.  The wind blades must be replaced every 20 to				false

		1286						LN		50		8		false		           8   25 years as a result of stress-fractured degradation.  Most				false

		1287						LN		50		9		false		           9   of the turbines in the Columbia Gorge were installed during				false

		1288						LN		50		10		false		          10   the period of 2005 through 2015, and many of these will need				false

		1289						LN		50		11		false		          11   to be replaced starting in 2030.				false

		1290						LN		50		12		false		          12             Recycling is not an economically viable option.				false

		1291						LN		50		13		false		          13   Wind power is simply not sustainable.  Instead of				false

		1292						LN		50		14		false		          14   desecrating our beautiful landscape in Eastern Washington,				false

		1293						LN		50		15		false		          15   we should focus our efforts on preserving the fully green				false

		1294						LN		50		16		false		          16   and clean hydropower that's in operation, as well as advance				false

		1295						LN		50		17		false		          17   the build-out of safe nuclear reactors.  I submitted				false

		1296						LN		50		18		false		          18   additional comments via email to EFSEC.				false

		1297						LN		50		19		false		          19             In summary, I'm opposed to the Horse Heaven Hills				false

		1298						LN		50		20		false		          20   Wind Project.  Thank you.				false

		1299						LN		50		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1300						LN		50		22		false		          22             Next, I have Rylan Grimes.  Is there a Rylan				false

		1301						LN		50		23		false		          23   Grimes on the line?				false

		1302						LN		50		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GRIMES:  Yeah.  Can you hear me?				false

		1303						LN		50		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you now.				false

		1304						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1305						LN		51		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER GRIMES:  Okay.  My name is Rylan				false

		1306						LN		51		2		false		           2   Grimes.  R-Y-L-A-N, G-R-I-M-E-S.				false

		1307						LN		51		3		false		           3             I'm a lifelong resident of the Tri-Cities, and I'm				false

		1308						LN		51		4		false		           4   a representative of the IBW Local 112, and we represent				false

		1309						LN		51		5		false		           5   1,300 electricians in Southeastern Washington that would				false

		1310						LN		51		6		false		           6   greatly benefit from the jobs that will be created by this				false

		1311						LN		51		7		false		           7   project.				false

		1312						LN		51		8		false		           8             My brothers and sisters of IBW 112 have been at				false

		1313						LN		51		9		false		           9   the forefront of green energy production, including a recent				false

		1314						LN		51		10		false		          10   repower at the Vansycle Wind Project in Athena, Oregon,				false

		1315						LN		51		11		false		          11   successfully extending the life of the towers down there.				false

		1316						LN		51		12		false		          12   My brothers and sisters built the first wind and solar				false

		1317						LN		51		13		false		          13   project in America that could put power on the grid 24/7				false

		1318						LN		51		14		false		          14   through battery storage in Lexington, Oregon, last year.				false

		1319						LN		51		15		false		          15   Low cost power is the key to attracting new industries to				false

		1320						LN		51		16		false		          16   the area, and we need the supply -- we need the supply in				false

		1321						LN		51		17		false		          17   any form it takes.				false

		1322						LN		51		18		false		          18             My brothers and sisters depend on a steady stream				false

		1323						LN		51		19		false		          19   of construction jobs, and denying this project not only deny				false

		1324						LN		51		20		false		          20   them these jobs, but future jobs, as well, as industry turns				false

		1325						LN		51		21		false		          21   away from the area.				false

		1326						LN		51		22		false		          22             I understand a desire to build this project far				false

		1327						LN		51		23		false		          23   from view, but I would ask those opposed how long their				false

		1328						LN		51		24		false		          24   commute to work is.  Many of my brothers and sisters drive				false

		1329						LN		51		25		false		          25   an hour and a half one way to work every day.  This would be				false

		1330						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1331						LN		52		1		false		           1   a welcome change of pace for many of them.				false

		1332						LN		52		2		false		           2             IBW Local 112 and I support this project.				false

		1333						LN		52		3		false		           3   Thank you.				false

		1334						LN		52		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1335						LN		52		5		false		           5             Our next person is Darrell Osborn.				false

		1336						LN		52		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER OSBORN:  Yes.  Darrell Osborn.				false

		1337						LN		52		7		false		           7   D-A-R-R-E-L-L.  Last name Osborn, O-S-B-O-R-N.				false

		1338						LN		52		8		false		           8             Okay.  What I would start with, at the beginning				false

		1339						LN		52		9		false		           9   of this call we took a roll call.  What I noticed absent was				false

		1340						LN		52		10		false		          10   anybody representing public health.  And I call that to				false

		1341						LN		52		11		false		          11   attention, both the audible and inaudible effects on nearby				false

		1342						LN		52		12		false		          12   locales, and the well-documented cases in other areas in				false

		1343						LN		52		13		false		          13   which they are finding neurological conditions and other				false

		1344						LN		52		14		false		          14   things that have been continued to be researched and trying				false

		1345						LN		52		15		false		          15   to attribute exactly where these seemingly new conditions				false

		1346						LN		52		16		false		          16   are arising from, which just happen to be nearby wind farms.				false

		1347						LN		52		17		false		          17   This has happened in the mainland all over the US and as far				false

		1348						LN		52		18		false		          18   out as Hawaii and the North Shore.				false

		1349						LN		52		19		false		          19             Secondly, we talk about some of the goals of the				false

		1350						LN		52		20		false		          20   county and our public lands, kind of designation goal No. 3				false

		1351						LN		52		21		false		          21   is conserve visually prominent, naturally vegetated steep				false

		1352						LN		52		22		false		          22   slopes and elevated ridges at the Columbia Basin landscape				false

		1353						LN		52		23		false		          23   and our nuclear product of the ice age.  That's a goal.  I				false

		1354						LN		52		24		false		          24   don't believe that this project maintains that goal of				false

		1355						LN		52		25		false		          25   preserving the landscape.				false

		1356						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1357						LN		53		1		false		           1             Another note in the document is that this is four				false

		1358						LN		53		2		false		           2   miles south of Kennewick.  I'm not sure exactly the point				false

		1359						LN		53		3		false		           3   they used in Kennewick, but as Kennewick continues to				false

		1360						LN		53		4		false		           4   expand, as someone already previously noted, this is upwards				false

		1361						LN		53		5		false		           5   of three quarters of a mile from residents.  And as we				false

		1362						LN		53		6		false		           6   continue to expand out the Badger Canyon area in helping				false

		1363						LN		53		7		false		           7   developments continue to grow, I'm all for clean energy,				false

		1364						LN		53		8		false		           8   just not at the expense of the residents and the way of				false

		1365						LN		53		9		false		           9   life.				false

		1366						LN		53		10		false		          10             I commute a long ways.  I don't think a shorter				false

		1367						LN		53		11		false		          11   commute is a good reason for a couple of electricians to				false

		1368						LN		53		12		false		          12   damage our environment and our infrastructure.				false

		1369						LN		53		13		false		          13             Thank you for having me.				false

		1370						LN		53		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person on the				false

		1371						LN		53		15		false		          15   list is Jason Lohr.				false

		1372						LN		53		16		false		          16                  SPEAKER LOHR:  Hello, can you hear me?				false

		1373						LN		53		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.				false

		1374						LN		53		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER LOHR:  J-A-S-O-N, L-O-H-R.  Thank you				false

		1375						LN		53		19		false		          19   all for having me.				false

		1376						LN		53		20		false		          20             I think what I'd like to talk about is, I am an				false

		1377						LN		53		21		false		          21   electrician.  I've lived here most of my life, and I'm --				false

		1378						LN		53		22		false		          22   it's depressing to hear so many of my fellow citizens				false

		1379						LN		53		23		false		          23   belittle and diminish my profession and those of nine				false

		1380						LN		53		24		false		          24   percent of our citizens here locally.  We account for about				false

		1381						LN		53		25		false		          25   nine percent of workers and a heck of a lot more than that				false

		1382						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1383						LN		54		1		false		           1   of the economy.  Construction is a great deal of our economy				false

		1384						LN		54		2		false		           2   out here.				false

		1385						LN		54		3		false		           3             I hear a lot about, these jobs are temporary.				false

		1386						LN		54		4		false		           4   Construction is temporary.  I build things, and then they're				false

		1387						LN		54		5		false		           5   built, and then I go build something else.  My job is				false

		1388						LN		54		6		false		           6   important.  All of our jobs are important.  I do not think				false

		1389						LN		54		7		false		           7   it is a genuine, viable argument that jobs aren't important				false

		1390						LN		54		8		false		           8   because they won't last for ten years.  It is a huge portion				false

		1391						LN		54		9		false		           9   of our economy and is the way myself and an awful lot of				false

		1392						LN		54		10		false		          10   people feed our families.  So I really don't like hearing,				false

		1393						LN		54		11		false		          11   Who cares about a couple of electricians, particularly from				false

		1394						LN		54		12		false		          12   elected officials.				false

		1395						LN		54		13		false		          13             Now, with the rest of my time I guess I'd like to				false

		1396						LN		54		14		false		          14   bring up a couple of weird things I've heard.  I recommend				false

		1397						LN		54		15		false		          15   you Google wind turbine syndrome because all the results are				false

		1398						LN		54		16		false		          16   basically, it doesn't exist.				false

		1399						LN		54		17		false		          17             Do solar panels vaporize birds mid flight?  No.				false

		1400						LN		54		18		false		          18   That's absurd.				false

		1401						LN		54		19		false		          19             I have worked in wind and solar projects.  I find				false

		1402						LN		54		20		false		          20   it interesting that there's a bunch of people that looked up				false

		1403						LN		54		21		false		          21   some things that would confirm their bias on the Internet,				false

		1404						LN		54		22		false		          22   and we haven't heard from anybody who is an expert in any of				false

		1405						LN		54		23		false		          23   these fields.				false

		1406						LN		54		24		false		          24             I have worked in these places.  I haven't seen any				false

		1407						LN		54		25		false		          25   dead birds.  I haven't seen any huge environmental impacts.				false

		1408						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1409						LN		55		1		false		           1   I've seen crops growing right underneath these things, and I				false

		1410						LN		55		2		false		           2   personally think it's unacceptable for a couple of				false

		1411						LN		55		3		false		           3   homeowners to move to the edge of the city and point out				false

		1412						LN		55		4		false		           4   their kitchen window and say, That's it.  Nobody ever gets				false

		1413						LN		55		5		false		           5   to build anything there because I bought a house over here.				false

		1414						LN		55		6		false		           6             Thank you.				false

		1415						LN		55		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on				false

		1416						LN		55		8		false		           8   the list is Valerie Miller.  Do we have a Valerie Miller on				false

		1417						LN		55		9		false		           9   the line?				false

		1418						LN		55		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Can you hear me okay?				false

		1419						LN		55		11		false		          11                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.				false

		1420						LN		55		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Hello?  Okay.  This is				false

		1421						LN		55		13		false		          13   Valerie Miller.  My name is V-A-L-E-R-I-E, M-I-L-L-E-R.				false

		1422						LN		55		14		false		          14             I just want to first say I am just so amazed at				false

		1423						LN		55		15		false		          15   the effort that our community members have put in to really				false

		1424						LN		55		16		false		          16   researching and studying what is going to go into this				false

		1425						LN		55		17		false		          17   windmill project.  I mean, it takes a lot of time and				false

		1426						LN		55		18		false		          18   resources to do that.				false

		1427						LN		55		19		false		          19             I know I've been doing my best, and I'm a busy mom				false

		1428						LN		55		20		false		          20   of four.  And I'm very concerned because these are going to				false

		1429						LN		55		21		false		          21   go up in our backyard, and I've never heard of such a big				false

		1430						LN		55		22		false		          22   wind farm ever.  So this is very new to everyone.				false

		1431						LN		55		23		false		          23             And the gentleman that just spoke, no one -- no				false

		1432						LN		55		24		false		          24   one is downplaying jobs or electricians or diminishing what				false

		1433						LN		55		25		false		          25   they do, but the concern for the rest of the citizens is how				false

		1434						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1435						LN		56		1		false		           1   sustainable these are, how reliable they are.				false

		1436						LN		56		2		false		           2             I mean, everything I have read, there's no -- no				false

		1437						LN		56		3		false		           3   one's been able to recycle these materials, so I don't				false

		1438						LN		56		4		false		           4   understand how they're considered green for energy.  I mean,				false

		1439						LN		56		5		false		           5   it doesn't seem like anything about them is green.  I mean,				false

		1440						LN		56		6		false		           6   I'm concerned that if we look far enough down the road,				false

		1441						LN		56		7		false		           7   these things are going to become landfills and skeletons in				false

		1442						LN		56		8		false		           8   our community and eventually could create, basically, a				false

		1443						LN		56		9		false		           9   ghost town with all the effects that it creates.  I mean,				false

		1444						LN		56		10		false		          10   nobody really knows.  Right?				false

		1445						LN		56		11		false		          11             And I understand that I don't have the skills or				false

		1446						LN		56		12		false		          12   knowledge about all that goes on with our environment, but				false

		1447						LN		56		13		false		          13   from what I read in the EFSEC study, it sounded like the				false

		1448						LN		56		14		false		          14   study didn't come up with a good reason why the wind farm				false

		1449						LN		56		15		false		          15   shouldn't be in either.  And that's a concern to me because				false

		1450						LN		56		16		false		          16   that's what the government is going to be reading.  Right?				false

		1451						LN		56		17		false		          17             And so I really hope that EFSEC will help us to				false

		1452						LN		56		18		false		          18   help them understand these concerns that we all have and				false

		1453						LN		56		19		false		          19   that we want to create something that's going to be				false

		1454						LN		56		20		false		          20   sustainable for all of us for the future, you know, looking				false

		1455						LN		56		21		false		          21   far enough down the road --				false

		1456						LN		56		22		false		          22                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.				false

		1457						LN		56		23		false		          23   Thank you very much.				false

		1458						LN		56		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you.				false

		1459						LN		56		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on				false

		1460						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1461						LN		57		1		false		           1   the list is Josh Miller.  Do we have a Josh Miller on the				false

		1462						LN		57		2		false		           2   line?				false

		1463						LN		57		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER J. MILLER:  Yes.  Hello?				false

		1464						LN		57		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.				false

		1465						LN		57		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER J. MILLER:  So, you know, my biggest				false

		1466						LN		57		6		false		           6   concern on this project is, again, it seems like it's a				false

		1467						LN		57		7		false		           7   project that well may provide some initial short-term				false

		1468						LN		57		8		false		           8   benefits.				false

		1469						LN		57		9		false		           9             The long-term repercussions of the project could				false

		1470						LN		57		10		false		          10   be disastrous.  You look at some of the projects in other				false

		1471						LN		57		11		false		          11   areas of the country, such as in California and on the east				false

		1472						LN		57		12		false		          12   coast.  Many of these states no longer allow these big				false

		1473						LN		57		13		false		          13   projects to even occur because they've seen the detriment of				false

		1474						LN		57		14		false		          14   long-term impacts.				false

		1475						LN		57		15		false		          15             I mean, you look in Southern California, these				false

		1476						LN		57		16		false		          16   huge farms that are now wind farms that are now, in a large				false

		1477						LN		57		17		false		          17   part, non-functional, because the long-term implications of				false

		1478						LN		57		18		false		          18   what they were doing were never completely thought through.				false

		1479						LN		57		19		false		          19             If you were to do any type of a project like this,				false

		1480						LN		57		20		false		          20   there needs to be a guaranteed -- basically, a				false

		1481						LN		57		21		false		          21   responsibility of the company, where they have to dismantle				false

		1482						LN		57		22		false		          22   these if they don't work or if they're not in use for a				false

		1483						LN		57		23		false		          23   certain period of time.  And that money needs to already be				false

		1484						LN		57		24		false		          24   collected, so it's not something they could pay in the				false

		1485						LN		57		25		false		          25   future; it's guaranteed that they will take care of their				false

		1486						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1487						LN		58		1		false		           1   own waste.				false

		1488						LN		58		2		false		           2             Again, as has been mentioned before, the wind				false

		1489						LN		58		3		false		           3   blades are highly toxic, can only be placed in a couple of				false

		1490						LN		58		4		false		           4   different landfills in the country.  This is not something				false

		1491						LN		58		5		false		           5   that is easily taken care of.				false

		1492						LN		58		6		false		           6             These windmills have a very limited lifespan.				false

		1493						LN		58		7		false		           7   They don't last forever.  They last for, usually, a little				false

		1494						LN		58		8		false		           8   more than a decade or two at best based on a lot of the				false

		1495						LN		58		9		false		           9   research.  And again, you're going to create large areas				false

		1496						LN		58		10		false		          10   that have significant environmental impact, and that doesn't				false

		1497						LN		58		11		false		          11   even go into some of the impact on the animal species in				false

		1498						LN		58		12		false		          12   this area, the migratory patterns and things along those				false

		1499						LN		58		13		false		          13   lines.				false

		1500						LN		58		14		false		          14             So I'm strongly opposed to this project, as I see				false

		1501						LN		58		15		false		          15   the detrimental impact it has on the community, particularly				false

		1502						LN		58		16		false		          16   in the long-term.  It is enormous.  And particularly on our				false

		1503						LN		58		17		false		          17   environment, these are an environmental disaster; once these				false

		1504						LN		58		18		false		          18   things are no longer functional, trying to figure out what				false

		1505						LN		58		19		false		          19   to do with these toxic blades, these big eyesores, and				false

		1506						LN		58		20		false		          20   basically trying to figure out how to manage them.				false

		1507						LN		58		21		false		          21             So thank you very much for your time.  I				false

		1508						LN		58		22		false		          22   appreciate everybody's effort.				false

		1509						LN		58		23		false		          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1510						LN		58		24		false		          24             The next person I have is Cathy Dechter.				false

		1511						LN		58		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  She is not available this				false

		1512						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1513						LN		59		1		false		           1   evening.				false

		1514						LN		59		2		false		           2                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Okay.  Sam Dechter, you				false

		1515						LN		59		3		false		           3   are the next person on the list.				false

		1516						LN		59		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  That is -- that is me.				false

		1517						LN		59		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Perfect.  Go ahead.				false

		1518						LN		59		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  S-A-M, D-E-C-H-T-E-R.				false

		1519						LN		59		7		false		           7             I am opposed to the Horse Heaven Wind Farm				false

		1520						LN		59		8		false		           8   Project.  The Horse Heaven Wind Farm Project proposes				false

		1521						LN		59		9		false		           9   construction operation of a combined wind and solar power				false

		1522						LN		59		10		false		          10   renewable energy facility only four miles south of Kennewick				false

		1523						LN		59		11		false		          11   and stretches for 20 miles along the Horse Heaven Hills.				false

		1524						LN		59		12		false		          12             The product of this project, electricity, will not				false

		1525						LN		59		13		false		          13   be used in the local area and will, in fact, most likely be				false

		1526						LN		59		14		false		          14   shipped out of Washington.  Once construction is complete,				false

		1527						LN		59		15		false		          15   the high-paying jobs will cease.  However, the several				false

		1528						LN		59		16		false		          16   hundred huge wind turbines, up to 500 feet or more tall,				false

		1529						LN		59		17		false		          17   will be around for many years negatively impacting the				false

		1530						LN		59		18		false		          18   citizens living nearby and the area's wildlife.				false

		1531						LN		59		19		false		          19             Final approval for the Horse Heaven Wind Farm				false

		1532						LN		59		20		false		          20   Project should rest with Benton County and other local				false

		1533						LN		59		21		false		          21   government agencies.  This would more appropriately reflect				false

		1534						LN		59		22		false		          22   the desires, concerns, values and priorities of the local				false

		1535						LN		59		23		false		          23   community.				false

		1536						LN		59		24		false		          24             Similarly, determination of satisfactory				false

		1537						LN		59		25		false		          25   operational performance to meet permitted conditions and				false

		1538						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1539						LN		60		1		false		           1   operational parameters should be in the hands of local				false

		1540						LN		60		2		false		           2   agencies and not in the hands of the facility				false

		1541						LN		60		3		false		           3   owner/operator.				false

		1542						LN		60		4		false		           4             Second, if the project is allowed to proceed, it				false

		1543						LN		60		5		false		           5   should be moved away from the crest of the Horse Heaven				false

		1544						LN		60		6		false		           6   Hills and relocated southward, several miles toward the				false

		1545						LN		60		7		false		           7   Columbia River, where it will not be visible from the				false

		1546						LN		60		8		false		           8   Tri-Cities and will not present an eyesore to our citizens				false

		1547						LN		60		9		false		           9   and visitors.				false

		1548						LN		60		10		false		          10             Remember HD Wells' War of the Worlds when the				false

		1549						LN		60		11		false		          11   martians invaded.  I am concerned for the wildlife that will				false

		1550						LN		60		12		false		          12   be displaced by construction and operation of this project.				false

		1551						LN		60		13		false		          13   I am concerned also for the birds that will be endangered				false

		1552						LN		60		14		false		          14   and destroyed by the operating wind turbine blades and will				false

		1553						LN		60		15		false		          15   have their historic flight patterns disrupted and breeding				false

		1554						LN		60		16		false		          16   grounds destroyed.				false

		1555						LN		60		17		false		          17             If we can fight to protect our salmon, we should				false

		1556						LN		60		18		false		          18   fight equally as hard to protect our birds and other				false

		1557						LN		60		19		false		          19   wildlife.				false

		1558						LN		60		20		false		          20             Our highly desirable scenic views, important to				false

		1559						LN		60		21		false		          21   local business and attractive to out-of-town visitors will				false

		1560						LN		60		22		false		          22   be lost.  This will negatively impact the local and regional				false

		1561						LN		60		23		false		          23   economy through the loss of business, loss of visitors and				false

		1562						LN		60		24		false		          24   loss of revenue.				false

		1563						LN		60		25		false		          25                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay, thank you.  Your time is				false

		1564						PG		61		0		false		page 61				false

		1565						LN		61		1		false		           1   up.				false

		1566						LN		61		2		false		           2                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  Thank you.				false

		1567						LN		61		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on				false

		1568						LN		61		4		false		           4   the list is Ross Marturano.  I believe he is in person at				false

		1569						LN		61		5		false		           5   Benton County.				false

		1570						LN		61		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER MARTURANO:  My name is Ross, R-O-S-S,				false

		1571						LN		61		7		false		           7   Marturano, M-A-R-T-U-R-A-N-O.				false

		1572						LN		61		8		false		           8             It's difficult not to incorporate all of the				false

		1573						LN		61		9		false		           9   thoughts already mentioned, so I just want to add some				false

		1574						LN		61		10		false		          10   additional thoughts.				false

		1575						LN		61		11		false		          11             I worked in Manhattan 35 years.  Manhattan is 17				false

		1576						LN		61		12		false		          12   miles long.  This project is 25 miles long.  70 of the				false

		1577						LN		61		13		false		          13   structures are taller than the skyscrapers in Manhattan, so				false

		1578						LN		61		14		false		          14   we are essentially creating a Manhattan along the southern				false

		1579						LN		61		15		false		          15   part of Kennewick County -- or Benton County.				false

		1580						LN		61		16		false		          16             Additionally, none of the power is required within				false

		1581						LN		61		17		false		          17   this area.  We are 100 percent renewable in Benton County.				false

		1582						LN		61		18		false		          18   We do not use coal, {inaudible} hydroelectric, no natural				false

		1583						LN		61		19		false		          19   gas, {inaudible} to ten percent nuclear.  No petroleum is				false

		1584						LN		61		20		false		          20   used in generation of the power.  So we're essentially a				false

		1585						LN		61		21		false		          21   green community now.				false

		1586						LN		61		22		false		          22             So why would this project be put in this location				false

		1587						LN		61		23		false		          23   when it's not necessary locally?  There's no insurance that				false

		1588						LN		61		24		false		          24   the power will be used locally, and it's strictly only a				false

		1589						LN		61		25		false		          25   profit incentive in doing this project.				false

		1590						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1591						LN		62		1		false		           1             So I'm strongly against this project for aesthetic				false

		1592						LN		62		2		false		           2   reasons and for common sense.  And I thank you for your				false

		1593						LN		62		3		false		           3   time.				false

		1594						LN		62		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1595						LN		62		5		false		           5             The next person I have is Diane McDaniel.				false

		1596						LN		62		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER MCDANIEL:  Yes.  Diane McDaniel.				false

		1597						LN		62		7		false		           7   D-I-A-N-E; last name is McDaniel, M-C-D-A-N-I-E-L.				false

		1598						LN		62		8		false		           8             My family moved to the Tri-Cities in 1973 when my				false

		1599						LN		62		9		false		           9   father was transferred here to work on the Ice Harbor Dam.				false

		1600						LN		62		10		false		          10   He was career Army Corps of Engineers.  He would work on				false

		1601						LN		62		11		false		          11   dams throughout the west and up and down the Columbia and				false

		1602						LN		62		12		false		          12   Snake Rivers.				false

		1603						LN		62		13		false		          13             When Dad transferred to his next assignment, my				false

		1604						LN		62		14		false		          14   brothers and sisters and I would stay here.  We would put				false

		1605						LN		62		15		false		          15   down roots, marry and have kids and grandkids here in the				false

		1606						LN		62		16		false		          16   Tri-Cities.				false

		1607						LN		62		17		false		          17             The growth of the Tri-Cities I've witnessed since				false

		1608						LN		62		18		false		          18   1973 is beyond incredible, and the past years have been even				false

		1609						LN		62		19		false		          19   bigger, although not always the best jobs for working				false

		1610						LN		62		20		false		          20   people.  That's why we need to support new energy that can				false

		1611						LN		62		21		false		          21   power those good-paying manufacturing jobs.  Most can't				false

		1612						LN		62		22		false		          22   afford the home on the hilltop.				false

		1613						LN		62		23		false		          23             What I ask of EFSEC is to include in their review				false

		1614						LN		62		24		false		          24   how the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center's electricity would				false

		1615						LN		62		25		false		          25   contribute clean power to our local region needs.  Many				false

		1616						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1617						LN		63		1		false		           1   folks like to complain, and we've heard a little bit on the				false

		1618						LN		63		2		false		           2   call tonight about California and others, BPA selling our				false

		1619						LN		63		3		false		           3   power, turning each other against outsiders.  And, well,				false

		1620						LN		63		4		false		           4   let's just set that aside for now.				false

		1621						LN		63		5		false		           5             The truth is we need more of everything.  My				false

		1622						LN		63		6		false		           6   family, we were dams, from the Libby Dam, to Ice Harbor, to				false

		1623						LN		63		7		false		           7   John Day, up and down.  And we all worked on Hanford, but we				false

		1624						LN		63		8		false		           8   need more.  And we need to attract new manufacturing to the				false

		1625						LN		63		9		false		           9   Tri-Cities area, and I think this project will help do that.				false

		1626						LN		63		10		false		          10             Thank you for your consideration of my comments.				false

		1627						LN		63		11		false		          11                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1628						LN		63		12		false		          12             Up next, I have Greg Gales.				false

		1629						LN		63		13		false		          13                  SPEAKER GALES:  Hello.  Can you hear me?				false

		1630						LN		63		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.				false

		1631						LN		63		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER GALES:  My name is Greg Gales,				false

		1632						LN		63		16		false		          16   G-A-L-E-S.				false

		1633						LN		63		17		false		          17             And I speak in favor of this project.  Like it was				false

		1634						LN		63		18		false		          18   said by the electrician earlier, Rylan Grimes, that it would				false

		1635						LN		63		19		false		          19   provide income for the local community.  It would also --				false

		1636						LN		63		20		false		          20   this project would also contribute an estimated 260 million				false

		1637						LN		63		21		false		          21   in new tax revenue for our community.				false

		1638						LN		63		22		false		          22             So I guess I don't understand the other comments				false

		1639						LN		63		23		false		          23   that -- why they wouldn't be in support of that to be able				false

		1640						LN		63		24		false		          24   to grow Tri-Cities.				false

		1641						LN		63		25		false		          25             So that's what I'd like to say is, I do support				false

		1642						PG		64		0		false		page 64				false

		1643						LN		64		1		false		           1   the project.  Thank you.				false

		1644						LN		64		2		false		           2                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, I have Graham				false

		1645						LN		64		3		false		           3   Zimmerman.				false

		1646						LN		64		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER ZIMMERMAN:  Hi, this is Graham.				false

		1647						LN		64		5		false		           5   Graham Zimmerman.  G-R-A-H-A-M, Z-I-M-M-E-R-M-A-N.				false

		1648						LN		64		6		false		           6             I am a professional mountain climber and the				false

		1649						LN		64		7		false		           7   alliance manager at Protect our Winters.  I've made first				false

		1650						LN		64		8		false		           8   ascents from Alaska to the Karakorum, feats that have				false

		1651						LN		64		9		false		           9   resulted in awards, including the gold medal of alpine				false

		1652						LN		64		10		false		          10   climbing, called the Piolet d'Or, and a role as the board				false

		1653						LN		64		11		false		          11   president of the American Alpine Club.				false

		1654						LN		64		12		false		          12             I also work full-time at Protect our Winters to				false

		1655						LN		64		13		false		          13   engage our over 200 athletes, creative scientists and				false

		1656						LN		64		14		false		          14   business leaders to mobilize the 15 million alpine				false

		1657						LN		64		15		false		          15   enthusiasts in the United States, which (inaudible) the				false

		1658						LN		64		16		false		          16   outdoor state, to advance non-partisan climate solutions				false

		1659						LN		64		17		false		          17   that protect all communities and the places that we love to				false

		1660						LN		64		18		false		          18   recreate.				false

		1661						LN		64		19		false		          19             I'm Zooming in today from Bend, Oregon, where I am				false

		1662						LN		64		20		false		          20   based, but I grew up in Edmonds, Washington, and the				false

		1663						LN		64		21		false		          21   beautiful Cascades is where I fell in love with climbing.				false

		1664						LN		64		22		false		          22   These days I'm in Washington frequently to visit my family				false

		1665						LN		64		23		false		          23   and to visit those incredible mountains.				false

		1666						LN		64		24		false		          24             I'm here on behalf of Protect our Winters, my				false

		1667						LN		64		25		false		          25   family and community in Washington to provide support for				false

		1668						PG		65		0		false		page 65				false

		1669						LN		65		1		false		           1   the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center.  Having studied				false

		1670						LN		65		2		false		           2   glaciers in university and spent the majority of my life				false

		1671						LN		65		3		false		           3   exploring environments, I've witnessed the impacts of				false

		1672						LN		65		4		false		           4   climate change firsthand and the mountains worldwide, very				false

		1673						LN		65		5		false		           5   much including Washington.  These impacts have crept into				false

		1674						LN		65		6		false		           6   the lower elevations in the form of wildfires, strong storm				false

		1675						LN		65		7		false		           7   systems and heatwaves.  All of these have expanded the				false

		1676						LN		65		8		false		           8   climate issue to encompass massive impacts on community				false

		1677						LN		65		9		false		           9   health.				false

		1678						LN		65		10		false		          10             As you will see in our written public comment,				false

		1679						LN		65		11		false		          11   without utility scale projects like this, dramatically				false

		1680						LN		65		12		false		          12   decreasing snowpack and extended wildfire seasons will				false

		1681						LN		65		13		false		          13   continue to threaten Washington's $6.3 billion outdoor				false

		1682						LN		65		14		false		          14   recreation economy and the health of all Washingtonians.				false

		1683						LN		65		15		false		          15             In conclusion, I urge you, on behalf of the				false

		1684						LN		65		16		false		          16   members of the outdoor state and all Washingtonians who				false

		1685						LN		65		17		false		          17   value clean air, community health and economic prosperity,				false

		1686						LN		65		18		false		          18   to move the Horse Heaven Project to its construction phase				false

		1687						LN		65		19		false		          19   and issue all pending approvals on the project.				false

		1688						LN		65		20		false		          20             Thank you.				false

		1689						LN		65		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1690						LN		65		22		false		          22             Next, we have Brent Strecker.				false

		1691						LN		65		23		false		          23                  SPEAKER STRECKER:  Yes.  Brent Strecker				false

		1692						LN		65		24		false		          24   B-R-E-N-T, S-T-R-E-C-K-E-R.				false

		1693						LN		65		25		false		          25             Benton County's been my home for over 50 years,				false

		1694						PG		66		0		false		page 66				false

		1695						LN		66		1		false		           1   and my family live within one mile of the proposed turbines.				false

		1696						LN		66		2		false		           2   I enjoy outdoors and have hiked and biked the Horse Heaven				false

		1697						LN		66		3		false		           3   Hills my entire life.				false

		1698						LN		66		4		false		           4             I see first-hand the wildlife that will be				false

		1699						LN		66		5		false		           5   affected by the turbines.  There's an owl couple that hoots				false

		1700						LN		66		6		false		           6   from our rooftops during the night, and I see hawks almost				false

		1701						LN		66		7		false		           7   every time out riding or biking.  I generally see flocks of				false

		1702						LN		66		8		false		           8   seagulls or Sandhill Cranes and geese flyover year-round.				false

		1703						LN		66		9		false		           9   One time, this last December, the sky was filled with flocks				false

		1704						LN		66		10		false		          10   and birds for as far as I could see in all directions.  Some				false

		1705						LN		66		11		false		          11   of the flocks had 500 to 1,000 birds in them, all headed				false

		1706						LN		66		12		false		          12   through the proposed turbine area.				false

		1707						LN		66		13		false		          13             Industrial wind turbines are not a novelty or a				false

		1708						LN		66		14		false		          14   celebration of -- symbol of the environmental virtue many of				false

		1709						LN		66		15		false		          15   Eastern Washingtonians who live within them as an intruding				false

		1710						LN		66		16		false		          16   presence along every path we travel in and out of our				false

		1711						LN		66		17		false		          17   community and as a backdrop to our favorite fishing,				false

		1712						LN		66		18		false		          18   hunting, hiking and sightseeing destinations.				false

		1713						LN		66		19		false		          19             The idea that my wife and I have to live within				false

		1714						LN		66		20		false		          20   this intruding presence of the forest and industrial wind				false

		1715						LN		66		21		false		          21   turbines in our backyard every time we step outside, day or				false

		1716						LN		66		22		false		          22   night, it's dispiriting and, frankly, downright depressing,				false

		1717						LN		66		23		false		          23   particularly when you consider that Washington state is				false

		1718						LN		66		24		false		          24   already one of the top renewable energy producers in the				false

		1719						LN		66		25		false		          25   nation and that unreliable wind farms will do little to				false

		1720						PG		67		0		false		page 67				false

		1721						LN		67		1		false		           1   nothing to solve the real problem with increasing blackout				false

		1722						LN		67		2		false		           2   risk within our -- facing Washington State citizens.				false

		1723						LN		67		3		false		           3             There are many reasons the turbine towers over the				false

		1724						LN		67		4		false		           4   Tri-Cities are just wrong.  For instance, my estimate, this				false

		1725						LN		67		5		false		           5   project would reuse around 20,000 gallons of oil annually,				false

		1726						LN		67		6		false		           6   but the reason -- the one reason that should be most				false

		1727						LN		67		7		false		           7   considered is the western regency protection research				false

		1728						LN		67		8		false		           8   because it directly addresses how the turbines in our area				false

		1729						LN		67		9		false		           9   will operate.  Thank you.				false

		1730						LN		67		10		false		          10                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you for your				false

		1731						LN		67		11		false		          11   comments.  Your time is up.  You can send the rest in				false

		1732						LN		67		12		false		          12   writing.				false

		1733						LN		67		13		false		          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Jerry				false

		1734						LN		67		14		false		          14   Strickler.  Do we have a Jerry Strickler on the line?				false

		1735						LN		67		15		false		          15             I will call the next person.  Rick Dunn.				false

		1736						LN		67		16		false		          16                  SPEAKER DUNN:  Yeah.  Good evening.  Rick				false

		1737						LN		67		17		false		          17   Dunn.  R-I-C-K, D-U-N-N.  I'm the general manager of Benton				false

		1738						LN		67		18		false		          18   PUD and a longtime citizen of Benton County.				false

		1739						LN		67		19		false		          19             It's common sense to recognize the intermittency				false

		1740						LN		67		20		false		          20   and variability of the wind power is a significant				false

		1741						LN		67		21		false		          21   deficiency when the power grid is expected to deliver				false

		1742						LN		67		22		false		          22   continuous and uninterrupted electricity no matter what the				false

		1743						LN		67		23		false		          23   weather.				false

		1744						LN		67		24		false		          24             The question is, can you assign a number to this				false

		1745						LN		67		25		false		          25   deficiency?  And the answer is yes, and utilities in the				false

		1746						PG		68		0		false		page 68				false

		1747						LN		68		1		false		           1   Northwest have done it.  In response to increasing risk at				false

		1748						LN		68		2		false		           2   Northwest power grid blackouts driven by rapid coal plant				false

		1749						LN		68		3		false		           3   retirements and no plans for reliable replacements, Benton				false

		1750						LN		68		4		false		           4   PUD joined a consortium of utilities in an effort, called				false

		1751						LN		68		5		false		           5   the Western Resource Adequacy Program, also known as WRAP.				false

		1752						LN		68		6		false		           6             One major objective of the WRAP was to adopt				false

		1753						LN		68		7		false		           7   common grid reliability planning and analysis standards,				false

		1754						LN		68		8		false		           8   including calculating what percentage of installed wind farm				false

		1755						LN		68		9		false		           9   generating capacity located in certain geographic areas can				false

		1756						LN		68		10		false		          10   be counted on when electricity demand is highest.				false

		1757						LN		68		11		false		          11             What the WRAP team determined is Washington wind				false

		1758						LN		68		12		false		          12   farms are expected to provide the lowest effective winter				false

		1759						LN		68		13		false		          13   capacity than any region analyzed, by a factor of more than				false

		1760						LN		68		14		false		          14   two to three depending on the month.  In the worst case,				false

		1761						LN		68		15		false		          15   utilities who add Washington wind to their portfolio will				false

		1762						LN		68		16		false		          16   only be allowed to use eight percent of the maximum				false

		1763						LN		68		17		false		          17   generating capacity possible as credit toward their January				false

		1764						LN		68		18		false		          18   dependable supply inventory.				false

		1765						LN		68		19		false		          19             The 850 megawatt Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm				false

		1766						LN		68		20		false		          20   boundary area is  over 72,000 acres, but the project would				false

		1767						LN		68		21		false		          21   only be credited by the WRAP for 68 megawatts of				false

		1768						LN		68		22		false		          22   January-effective capacity.  It would take more than seven				false

		1769						LN		68		23		false		          23   projects the size of the Horse Heaven project to provide				false

		1770						LN		68		24		false		          24   effective capacity-based, single clean burning and				false

		1771						LN		68		25		false		          25   dependable natural gas power plant occupying 15 to 20 acres.				false

		1772						PG		69		0		false		page 69				false

		1773						LN		69		1		false		           1             Utility engineers like myself have been backed				false

		1774						LN		69		2		false		           2   into a corner by politicians who are now designing the power				false

		1775						LN		69		3		false		           3   grid to their liking.  There's no doubt wind farms are going				false

		1776						LN		69		4		false		           4   to be built.  But if you still think the matters should				false

		1777						LN		69		5		false		           5   matter, Washington wind farms should be low on the list of				false

		1778						LN		69		6		false		           6   the alternatives, or in the case of the Horse Heaven Wind				false

		1779						LN		69		7		false		           7   Farm, removed from the list.  Thank you.				false

		1780						LN		69		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1781						LN		69		9		false		           9             Next, I have Jacque Fuller or Jack Fuller.  Do I				false

		1782						LN		69		10		false		          10   have a Jacque Fuller on the line?				false

		1783						LN		69		11		false		          11             I will go on to the next person.  Mike Bosse.				false

		1784						LN		69		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER BOSSE:  Thank you.  Mike Bosse.				false

		1785						LN		69		13		false		          13   M-I-K-E, B-O-S-S-E.				false

		1786						LN		69		14		false		          14             Developing the project's hybrid combination of				false

		1787						LN		69		15		false		          15   wind, solar and battery storage applications will create as				false

		1788						LN		69		16		false		          16   many as 930 jobs for skilled construction workers.  Through				false

		1789						LN		69		17		false		          17   building of local access roads and foundations to support				false

		1790						LN		69		18		false		          18   the technology, the project will employ crane operators,				false

		1791						LN		69		19		false		          19   electricians and skilled laborers.				false

		1792						LN		69		20		false		          20             The project will be a significant source of				false

		1793						LN		69		21		false		          21   employment in the local area.  The jobs required by this				false

		1794						LN		69		22		false		          22   project are high-paying, family wage opportunities.				false

		1795						LN		69		23		false		          23   Economic impact studies examining the projects estimated the				false

		1796						LN		69		24		false		          24   typical income per worker during the construction phase will				false

		1797						LN		69		25		false		          25   be $113,500.  That's nearly 60 percent higher than the				false

		1798						PG		70		0		false		page 70				false

		1799						LN		70		1		false		           1   average regional compensation across industries and 37				false

		1800						LN		70		2		false		           2   percent higher than the compensation in the construction				false

		1801						LN		70		3		false		           3   industry for Benton and Franklin Counties.				false

		1802						LN		70		4		false		           4             The studies also show that a -- at full build-out,				false

		1803						LN		70		5		false		           5   the project could amount to at least 73 million in labor				false

		1804						LN		70		6		false		           6   income and 143 million in total economic output.  Following				false

		1805						LN		70		7		false		           7   construction, the project will also create a combination --				false

		1806						LN		70		8		false		           8   a combined direct, indirect and induced total of 56				false

		1807						LN		70		9		false		           9   long-term high paying jobs during the estimated 30-year				false

		1808						LN		70		10		false		          10   lifespan.				false

		1809						LN		70		11		false		          11             I'd also like to add that I'm happy to hear				false

		1810						LN		70		12		false		          12   there's so much support on this forum for nuclear power, as				false

		1811						LN		70		13		false		          13   that will probably be coming up in the near future as well.				false

		1812						LN		70		14		false		          14             Thank you for your time.				false

		1813						LN		70		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1814						LN		70		16		false		          16             Next, I have Mark Morton.  Is Mark Morton on the				false

		1815						LN		70		17		false		          17   line?  I recall seeing him in the chat.  I will call one				false

		1816						LN		70		18		false		          18   more time for Mark Morton.				false

		1817						LN		70		19		false		          19             Okay.  I will call the next person.  I have Manuel				false

		1818						LN		70		20		false		          20   Seubert.				false

		1819						LN		70		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  Oh, yeah.  Hello, can you				false

		1820						LN		70		22		false		          22   hear me?				false

		1821						LN		70		23		false		          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.				false

		1822						LN		70		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  This is Manuel Seubert,				false

		1823						LN		70		25		false		          25   M-A-N-U-E-L, S-E-U-B-E-R-T.				false

		1824						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1825						LN		71		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Go ahead.				false

		1826						LN		71		2		false		           2                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  I already submitted				false

		1827						LN		71		3		false		           3   comments in writing, so I'll keep it short.				false

		1828						LN		71		4		false		           4             I agree with a lot of the comments against a wind				false

		1829						LN		71		5		false		           5   farm here, blinking lights and waste of space, when nuclear				false

		1830						LN		71		6		false		           6   power is a lot more efficient.  But I'm also a local				false

		1831						LN		71		7		false		           7   paragliding pilot who flies on that ridge, basically, on				false

		1832						LN		71		8		false		           8   every opportunity that I get.  The wind is very variable.				false

		1833						LN		71		9		false		           9   Sometimes it's way too strong; sometimes there's absolutely				false

		1834						LN		71		10		false		          10   no wind, which, you know, affects wind power generation				false

		1835						LN		71		11		false		          11   probably as well.				false

		1836						LN		71		12		false		          12             But I'm also concerned about the effect of the				false

		1837						LN		71		13		false		          13   turbines on paragliding pilots.  Not the risk of getting				false

		1838						LN		71		14		false		          14   hit, per se, but how much turbulence is after the turbines;				false

		1839						LN		71		15		false		          15   how much does the winter ones affect, you know, the wind,				false

		1840						LN		71		16		false		          16   downwind of the buildings.				false

		1841						LN		71		17		false		          17             That was not addressed in any of the comments in				false

		1842						LN		71		18		false		          18   the environmental statement, at least I haven't seen it.				false

		1843						LN		71		19		false		          19   They mention a lot of paragliding spots, but none of those				false

		1844						LN		71		20		false		          20   spots are used, except for Kiona, which is right -- the same				false

		1845						LN		71		21		false		          21   which -- where the wind turbines are planned to be built.				false

		1846						LN		71		22		false		          22             So just something to keep in mind.				false

		1847						LN		71		23		false		          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1848						LN		71		24		false		          24             Next, I have Cisco Elguezabal.  Apologies.				false

		1849						LN		71		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER ELGUEZABAL:  Nope, you got it pretty				false

		1850						PG		72		0		false		page 72				false

		1851						LN		72		1		false		           1   close.  Cisco, C-I-S-C-O.  Last name, E-L-G-U-E-Z-A-B-A-L.				false

		1852						LN		72		2		false		           2             Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.				false

		1853						LN		72		3		false		           3   I'm the business manager of Labors Local 348.  I represent				false

		1854						LN		72		4		false		           4   over 1,200 hardworking men and women in Eastern and Central				false

		1855						LN		72		5		false		           5   Washington.				false

		1856						LN		72		6		false		           6             Horse Heaven Clean Energy Project will result in				false

		1857						LN		72		7		false		           7   approximately 1,000 local union construction jobs, 56				false

		1858						LN		72		8		false		           8   long-term family permanent jobs.				false

		1859						LN		72		9		false		           9             Scout Clean has also committed to the use of a				false

		1860						LN		72		10		false		          10   apprenticeship utilization for 15 percent of labor hours.				false

		1861						LN		72		11		false		          11   We already have trained, qualified men and women to do the				false

		1862						LN		72		12		false		          12   renewable projects, so we are in full support of this				false

		1863						LN		72		13		false		          13   project.  Thank you.				false

		1864						LN		72		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Russell				false

		1865						LN		72		15		false		          15   Walker.				false

		1866						LN		72		16		false		          16                  SPEAKER WALKER:  Good evening.  Russell				false

		1867						LN		72		17		false		          17   Walker, R-U-S-S-E-L-L, W-A-L-K-E-R.				false

		1868						LN		72		18		false		          18             I commend this council on the thorough analysis				false

		1869						LN		72		19		false		          19   visual impact included in the DEIS for the Horse Heaven				false

		1870						LN		72		20		false		          20   Clean Energy Center.  This approach is based on a factual				false

		1871						LN		72		21		false		          21   and sound methodology, a forthright accounting of how the				false

		1872						LN		72		22		false		          22   project's visual impacts will vary widely in different				false

		1873						LN		72		23		false		          23   distances between key observation points.  A clear				false

		1874						LN		72		24		false		          24   mitigation measure is to avoid and minimize the most				false

		1875						LN		72		25		false		          25   significant potential visual obstructions.				false

		1876						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1877						LN		73		1		false		           1             This impartial science-based approach is needed,				false

		1878						LN		73		2		false		           2   particularly considering many of the emotional and				false

		1879						LN		73		3		false		           3   inaccurate appeals that have been made about the project.				false

		1880						LN		73		4		false		           4             It is true that individuals may have a difference				false

		1881						LN		73		5		false		           5   in opinion about what our region's landscape ought to look				false

		1882						LN		73		6		false		           6   like.  It's also true that wind turbines are prominent				false

		1883						LN		73		7		false		           7   features which will be seen by many, may elicit subjective				false

		1884						LN		73		8		false		           8   reactions.  But by relocating the project's proposed				false

		1885						LN		73		9		false		           9   turbines in the foreground areas of non-participating				false

		1886						LN		73		10		false		          10   residents and other sensitive viewing locations, the counsel				false

		1887						LN		73		11		false		          11   is ensuring the most significant impacts will be mitigated.				false

		1888						LN		73		12		false		          12             It is also important to clarify that the proposed				false

		1889						LN		73		13		false		          13   project layout keeps much of the turbans out of sight from				false

		1890						LN		73		14		false		          14   key population centers.  This has been demonstrated through				false

		1891						LN		73		15		false		          15   several visual simulations which demonstrate where the				false

		1892						LN		73		16		false		          16   turbines would be in relation to specific viewpoints, but				false

		1893						LN		73		17		false		          17   the current mitigation strategies identified by the DEIS, we				false

		1894						LN		73		18		false		          18   need best practices for minimizing view shed impacts.  Any				false

		1895						LN		73		19		false		          19   reactions raised from the project's visual impacts should be				false

		1896						LN		73		20		false		          20   considered subjective.  They were also very widely based on				false

		1897						LN		73		21		false		          21   distance and viewpoint.				false

		1898						LN		73		22		false		          22             These differences and opinions certainly shouldn't				false

		1899						LN		73		23		false		          23   raise the standard of further regulatory intervention.  I				false

		1900						LN		73		24		false		          24   highly encourage this council to carefully balance these				false

		1901						LN		73		25		false		          25   dynamics against a significant contribution to the Horse				false

		1902						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1903						LN		74		1		false		           1   Heaven Clean Energy Center, which will make for achieving				false

		1904						LN		74		2		false		           2   our state's climate agenda, curbing the impacts of climate				false

		1905						LN		74		3		false		           3   change and achieving the region's clean energy goals.				false

		1906						LN		74		4		false		           4   Thank you.				false

		1907						LN		74		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, I have Kathryn				false

		1908						LN		74		6		false		           6   Tominey.  Do I have a Kathryn Tominey on the line?				false

		1909						LN		74		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER TOMINEY:  Yes.				false

		1910						LN		74		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.				false

		1911						LN		74		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER TOMINEY:  Okay.  Kathryn Tominey.				false

		1912						LN		74		10		false		          10   K-A-T-H-R-Y-N; Tominey, T-O-M-I-N-E-Y.				false

		1913						LN		74		11		false		          11             I'm supporting the program, the combination of				false

		1914						LN		74		12		false		          12   wind turbines, solar and high capacity storage batteries.				false

		1915						LN		74		13		false		          13   It's a great combination.  It's not the only solution, but				false

		1916						LN		74		14		false		          14   it will certainly help the area.				false

		1917						LN		74		15		false		          15             I came here from college in February of 1968, 55				false

		1918						LN		74		16		false		          16   years ago.  So I've lived here 55 years, and, yes, there are				false

		1919						LN		74		17		false		          17   lots of things that look different now than they did then.				false

		1920						LN		74		18		false		          18   Drive from Bend to the Columbia River, drive from Manastash				false

		1921						LN		74		19		false		          19   Ridge to Cle Elum, drive from Walla Walla and you'll see				false

		1922						LN		74		20		false		          20   wind turbines.  World did not come to an end.				false

		1923						LN		74		21		false		          21             It is -- I hope the EIS will put some information				false

		1924						LN		74		22		false		          22   into -- regarding the existing implemented recycling				false

		1925						LN		74		23		false		          23   technology for wind turbine blades.  It's not a maybe.  It's				false

		1926						LN		74		24		false		          24   being done as we speak.				false

		1927						LN		74		25		false		          25             I also hope the EIS will address or cover the				false

		1928						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1929						LN		75		1		false		           1   potential of the solar panels to support farmers who want to				false

		1930						LN		75		2		false		           2   implement agrivoltaics.  And many -- many of the speakers				false

		1931						LN		75		3		false		           3   may not have focused on this, but the owners of the land --				false

		1932						LN		75		4		false		           4   farmers -- will also benefit from the steady stream of				false

		1933						LN		75		5		false		           5   revenue from electricity to stabilize their farming coms and				false

		1934						LN		75		6		false		           6   make it easier for them to stay on the farm.  I grew up on a				false

		1935						LN		75		7		false		           7   farm, so I know something.				false

		1936						LN		75		8		false		           8             That's all I have to say.  I think it's a good				false

		1937						LN		75		9		false		           9   idea, and I hope it proceeds.  Thank you.				false

		1938						LN		75		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		1939						LN		75		11		false		          11             Next, I have Barbara Buckmaster.				false

		1940						LN		75		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Hello.				false

		1941						LN		75		13		false		          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Hello, is this Barbara?				false

		1942						LN		75		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Yes, it is.				false

		1943						LN		75		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Go ahead.  We can hear				false

		1944						LN		75		16		false		          16   you.				false

		1945						LN		75		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Thank you for your time.				false

		1946						LN		75		18		false		          18   Barbara Buckmaster.  B-A-R-B-A-R-A, Buckmaster,				false

		1947						LN		75		19		false		          19   B-U-C-K-M-A-S-T-E-R.				false

		1948						LN		75		20		false		          20             Pleased do not allow Scout Clean Energy to ruin				false

		1949						LN		75		21		false		          21   our most beautiful Horse Heaven landscaping by constructing				false

		1950						LN		75		22		false		          22   wind turbines.				false

		1951						LN		75		23		false		          23             I own 200 acres -- a 200-acre farm that borders				false

		1952						LN		75		24		false		          24   the base up the hills where the turbines are proposed to be				false

		1953						LN		75		25		false		          25   erected.  I really do worry that this will lower the value				false

		1954						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1955						LN		76		1		false		           1   of my property for years to come.  I'm concerned about the				false

		1956						LN		76		2		false		           2   flashing lights that will be nothing but a nuisance at				false

		1957						LN		76		3		false		           3   night, and they are monstrous eyesores.				false

		1958						LN		76		4		false		           4             And I truly believe they will affect our habitat,				false

		1959						LN		76		5		false		           5   and so goes the list of our complaints.  I was strong -- I				false

		1960						LN		76		6		false		           6   was approached by Scout Clean Energy when they first came to				false

		1961						LN		76		7		false		           7   our community hunting for a pathway to transport their power				false

		1962						LN		76		8		false		           8   to the power grid.  And truly, at first it seemed like it				false

		1963						LN		76		9		false		           9   was a great idea, says this country is working to clean up				false

		1964						LN		76		10		false		          10   our environment.				false

		1965						LN		76		11		false		          11             Once I really started to look into this and after				false

		1966						LN		76		12		false		          12   legal advice and advice from community developers, I felt it				false

		1967						LN		76		13		false		          13   was best that I ran, and I ran fast.				false

		1968						LN		76		14		false		          14             I do not feel Scout Clean Energy has this				false

		1969						LN		76		15		false		          15   community in heart.  What they have at heart is the				false

		1970						LN		76		16		false		          16   opportunity to line their pockets and the pockets of their				false

		1971						LN		76		17		false		          17   investors.				false

		1972						LN		76		18		false		          18             They came to our area scouting for a sweet place				false

		1973						LN		76		19		false		          19   to install their turbines, and what -- that we really don't				false

		1974						LN		76		20		false		          20   need at this time.  We have an abundance of power.  We have				false

		1975						LN		76		21		false		          21   nuclear power and we have hydropower already in this area,				false

		1976						LN		76		22		false		          22   and when the time arrives when this community needs support				false

		1977						LN		76		23		false		          23   from -- our community will support anyone when it's time				false

		1978						LN		76		24		false		          24   that we really need the extra power.				false

		1979						LN		76		25		false		          25             But why?  Why do we need to agree to this when we				false

		1980						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1981						LN		77		1		false		           1   really do not need this windmill in our area at this time?				false

		1982						LN		77		2		false		           2   Oh, sure, yes, everybody, I've heard you.  We will have				false

		1983						LN		77		3		false		           3   extra jobs.				false

		1984						LN		77		4		false		           4                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.				false

		1985						LN		77		5		false		           5             Thank you.				false

		1986						LN		77		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, I have Kathryn				false

		1987						LN		77		7		false		           7   Knutson.				false

		1988						LN		77		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER KNUTSON:  Can you hear me?				false

		1989						LN		77		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.				false

		1990						LN		77		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER KNUTSON:  Kathryn Knutson,				false

		1991						LN		77		11		false		          11   K-A-T-H-R-Y-N, K-N-U-T-S-O-N.				false

		1992						LN		77		12		false		          12             From the research I've done, I think that the				false

		1993						LN		77		13		false		          13   Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm will have negative consequences				false

		1994						LN		77		14		false		          14   for the endangered Washington state ferruginous hawks and				false

		1995						LN		77		15		false		          15   the sensitive areas the hawk needs to be able to hunt and				false

		1996						LN		77		16		false		          16   nest in.				false

		1997						LN		77		17		false		          17             And as I stated before in my previous comments				false

		1998						LN		77		18		false		          18   submitted to you, the Horse Heaven Wind Farm has no				false

		1999						LN		77		19		false		          19   meaningful compensation proposals, nor any real mitigation				false

		2000						LN		77		20		false		          20   efforts for the negative effects suffered from the proposed				false

		2001						LN		77		21		false		          21   wind farm for the hawk.				false

		2002						LN		77		22		false		          22             So please do not approve this industrial-sized				false

		2003						LN		77		23		false		          23   wind farm, the endangered Washington state ferruginous hawk				false

		2004						LN		77		24		false		          24   should not be sacrificed to meet the green energy goals set				false

		2005						LN		77		25		false		          25   forth by Washington State.				false

		2006						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2007						LN		78		1		false		           1             In addition, the US Wildlife Service estimates				false

		2008						LN		78		2		false		           2   that between 140,000 and 500,000 bird deaths occur at wind				false

		2009						LN		78		3		false		           3   farms each year.  And the most significant threat is posed				false

		2010						LN		78		4		false		           4   to species of the large threatened and high conservation				false

		2011						LN		78		5		false		           5   value birds such as the Washington state ferruginous hawk.				false

		2012						LN		78		6		false		           6             In addition, my farm is within a couple of miles,				false

		2013						LN		78		7		false		           7   probably less, of this massive wind farm, and my farm is in				false

		2014						LN		78		8		false		           8   a conservation reserve program for the ferruginous hawk.				false

		2015						LN		78		9		false		           9             So that's why I have concerns about this -- of				false

		2016						LN		78		10		false		          10   this massive project and how it's going to affect what I'm				false

		2017						LN		78		11		false		          11   doing.  Thank you.				false

		2018						LN		78		12		false		          12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		2019						LN		78		13		false		          13             We will take a break now for five minutes and come				false

		2020						LN		78		14		false		          14   back at 7:04.				false

		2021						LN		78		15		false		          15                       (Recess 6:59-7:04 p.m.)				false

		2022						LN		78		16		false		          16                  CHAIR DREW:  While we're finished with our				false

		2023						LN		78		17		false		          17   break, we'll call the next speaker.				false

		2024						LN		78		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have is				false

		2025						LN		78		19		false		          19   Barbara Thompson.				false

		2026						LN		78		20		false		          20                  SPEAKER THOMPSON:  How do I unmute this?  Am				false

		2027						LN		78		21		false		          21   I unmuted?				false

		2028						LN		78		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No, you're not on mute.				false

		2029						LN		78		23		false		          23   We can hear you.				false

		2030						LN		78		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER HERKE:  Okay.  My name is Barbara				false

		2031						LN		78		25		false		          25   Thompson.  B-A-R-B-A-R-A, T-H-O-M-P-S-O-N.				false

		2032						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2033						LN		79		1		false		           1             I am against the turbine intrusive wind turbine				false

		2034						LN		79		2		false		           2   project.  I heard the gentleman speak a little bit earlier				false

		2035						LN		79		3		false		           3   about how they parasail, paraglide off of Heaven Hills, and				false

		2036						LN		79		4		false		           4   I can attest to that because they've landed in my backyard.				false

		2037						LN		79		5		false		           5   And we actually have a lot of paragliders who use Horse				false

		2038						LN		79		6		false		           6   Heaven Hills to recreate in.				false

		2039						LN		79		7		false		           7             The other -- I've already submitted most of my				false

		2040						LN		79		8		false		           8   comments, but one of the things that blares out to me is				false

		2041						LN		79		9		false		           9   that all of the wildlife and protected species, in the				false

		2042						LN		79		10		false		          10   1990s, a whole logging industry was shut down for the				false

		2043						LN		79		11		false		          11   spotted owl, and I don't understand how all these rules can				false

		2044						LN		79		12		false		          12   be submitted and changed to put in a wind farm, solar farm,				false

		2045						LN		79		13		false		          13   and willy-nilly make these changes.				false

		2046						LN		79		14		false		          14             So later on in an agricultural area like this and				false

		2047						LN		79		15		false		          15   they put in an industry like that, it -- political climate				false

		2048						LN		79		16		false		          16   changes in the state to be able to go and put other				false

		2049						LN		79		17		false		          17   industries in agricultural areas.				false

		2050						LN		79		18		false		          18             And I'd also like to know about the economics of				false

		2051						LN		79		19		false		          19   it, since they've been building wind farms -- 2004, there is				false

		2052						LN		79		20		false		          20   a number that popped up in one of the articles that I was				false

		2053						LN		79		21		false		          21   reading that they spent $90 billion on wind farms, and yet				false

		2054						LN		79		22		false		          22   they only contribute seven percent of our nation's total				false

		2055						LN		79		23		false		          23   electrical energy needs.  Their lifespan is only 10 to 20				false

		2056						LN		79		24		false		          24   years, and at the end of their operation, they have to be				false

		2057						LN		79		25		false		          25   decommissioned, all tracked to the midwest and buried in				false

		2058						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2059						LN		80		1		false		           1   special landfills.				false

		2060						LN		80		2		false		           2             I don't understand nuclear power --				false

		2061						LN		80		3		false		           3                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.				false

		2062						LN		80		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER THOMPSON:  Thank you very much.				false

		2063						LN		80		5		false		           5                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		2064						LN		80		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2065						LN		80		7		false		           7             Next, I have Carl Baker.  Do we have a Carl Baker				false

		2066						LN		80		8		false		           8   on the line?  Oh, we can hear you.				false

		2067						LN		80		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER BAKER:  Thank you.  Carl Baker.				false

		2068						LN		80		10		false		          10   C-A-R-L, B-A-K-E-R.				false

		2069						LN		80		11		false		          11             And I'm in favor of the project.  I'm pretty				false

		2070						LN		80		12		false		          12   sympathetic to the concerns that have been raised, but I do				false

		2071						LN		80		13		false		          13   think that the involved landowners and the business				false

		2072						LN		80		14		false		          14   involved, you know, should be able to get to use their				false

		2073						LN		80		15		false		          15   resources to make money and engage in economic activity in				false

		2074						LN		80		16		false		          16   our community.  So I don't -- I don't see any -- that we				false

		2075						LN		80		17		false		          17   have enough negative effects from this project to stop it.				false

		2076						LN		80		18		false		          18             So that's all I have to say.  Thank you.				false

		2077						LN		80		19		false		          19                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2078						LN		80		20		false		          20             Up next, I have Lloyd Fred Lieske.  Do we have a				false

		2079						LN		80		21		false		          21   Lloyd Fred Lieske on the line?				false

		2080						LN		80		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER LIESKE:  Yes, right here.				false

		2081						LN		80		23		false		          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.  Go				false

		2082						LN		80		24		false		          24   ahead.				false

		2083						LN		80		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER HERKE:  Okay.  First name Lloyd,				false

		2084						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2085						LN		81		1		false		           1   L-L-O-Y-D; last name Lieske, L-I-E-S-K-E.				false

		2086						LN		81		2		false		           2             I am not in favor of this oversized, badly located				false

		2087						LN		81		3		false		           3   wind turbine proposal.  It's located on prime land, prime				false

		2088						LN		81		4		false		           4   farmland.  We need to be savoring and relishing the				false

		2089						LN		81		5		false		           5   bountiful farmlands in Benton County.  These lands are				false

		2090						LN		81		6		false		           6   highly productive and will be even more valued as				false

		2091						LN		81		7		false		           7   populations worldwide continue their explosive growth.				false

		2092						LN		81		8		false		           8             Two weeks ago the editorial page in the Tri-Cities				false

		2093						LN		81		9		false		           9   made the statement that the Tri-Cities would be giving up				false

		2094						LN		81		10		false		          10   way too much if they go for the wind farms.				false

		2095						LN		81		11		false		          11             What would they be giving up?  They would be				false

		2096						LN		81		12		false		          12   giving up beautiful vistas that support a wine industry and				false

		2097						LN		81		13		false		          13   tourism.  They would be giving up views that we relish.				false

		2098						LN		81		14		false		          14   They would be giving up the migratory birds that use the				false

		2099						LN		81		15		false		          15   Pacific flight path over that area.  They would be giving up				false

		2100						LN		81		16		false		          16   far more than most people realize.				false

		2101						LN		81		17		false		          17             It's funny.  The Endangered Species Act has not				false

		2102						LN		81		18		false		          18   been mentioned tonight.  The ferruginous hawk falls into				false

		2103						LN		81		19		false		          19   that, and I believe there's a burrowing owl that falls into				false

		2104						LN		81		20		false		          20   that.				false

		2105						LN		81		21		false		          21             The Tri-Cities already does have abundant				false

		2106						LN		81		22		false		          22   electricity.  We don't need these wind farms, so why are				false

		2107						LN		81		23		false		          23   they put here?  It just does not make sense.  I fear that				false

		2108						LN		81		24		false		          24   one bad decision can lead to another.				false

		2109						LN		81		25		false		          25             The governor and Patty Murray did their own study				false

		2110						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2111						LN		82		1		false		           1   on the removal of the Snake River dams.  They stated				false

		2112						LN		82		2		false		           2   alternative power generation must be in place first, before				false

		2113						LN		82		3		false		           3   the dams can be removed.  The four Snake River dams provide				false

		2114						LN		82		4		false		           4   1,000 megawatts of electricity.  The proposed wind farm with				false

		2115						LN		82		5		false		           5   solar panels produces 1,150 megawatts.  It can happen.				false

		2116						LN		82		6		false		           6             Thank you.				false

		2117						LN		82		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2118						LN		82		8		false		           8             Next, I have Ted Lewis.				false

		2119						LN		82		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER LEWIS:  Can you hear me?				false

		2120						LN		82		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.				false

		2121						LN		82		11		false		          11                  SPEAKER LEWIS:  Okay.  My name is Ted Lewis.				false

		2122						LN		82		12		false		          12   T-E-D, L-E-W-I-S.				false

		2123						LN		82		13		false		          13             I agree with all my neighbors who are against this				false

		2124						LN		82		14		false		          14   wind farm project.  It's ill-conceived -- it's an				false

		2125						LN		82		15		false		          15   ill-conceived plan, and it's going to do more harm than				false

		2126						LN		82		16		false		          16   good.  We don't need it, and we don't want it.				false

		2127						LN		82		17		false		          17             Thank you.				false

		2128						LN		82		18		false		          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2129						LN		82		19		false		          19             Next, I have Joan Lewis.				false

		2130						LN		82		20		false		          20                  SPEAKER J. LEWIS:  Hello?				false

		2131						LN		82		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.				false

		2132						LN		82		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER J. LEWIS:  Okay.  For all of the				false

		2133						LN		82		23		false		          23   reasons -- I'm sorry.  (Inaudible) right here with his				false

		2134						LN		82		24		false		          24   tablet, so I'll start over.				false

		2135						LN		82		25		false		          25             For all the reasons expressed by those opposing, I				false

		2136						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2137						LN		83		1		false		           1   am adamantly against this massive, intrusive turbine wind				false

		2138						LN		83		2		false		           2   project.				false

		2139						LN		83		3		false		           3             We need to encourage more nuclear and hydropower				false

		2140						LN		83		4		false		           4   projects.  Many of the new jobs mentioned at the beginning				false

		2141						LN		83		5		false		           5   will be numerous, but will be reduced drastically after the				false

		2142						LN		83		6		false		           6   project is completed.  Again, I am adamantly opposed to this				false

		2143						LN		83		7		false		           7   project.  Thank you.				false

		2144						LN		83		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2145						LN		83		9		false		           9             Next, I have Derrick Stricker.				false

		2146						LN		83		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER STRICKER:  Good afternoon.  My name				false

		2147						LN		83		11		false		          11   is Derrick Stricker, D-E-R-R-I-C-K, S-T-R-I-C-K-E-R.				false

		2148						LN		83		12		false		          12             My family and I are not in favor of this massive				false

		2149						LN		83		13		false		          13   intrusive wind turbine project.  The future growth of our				false

		2150						LN		83		14		false		          14   growing MSA is confined by the Columbia River, which leads				false

		2151						LN		83		15		false		          15   to the future commercial and residential growth along the				false

		2152						LN		83		16		false		          16   southern boundary of the (inaudible).				false

		2153						LN		83		17		false		          17             This project not only interferes, it stops the				false

		2154						LN		83		18		false		          18   ability of our economy to grow in this region, which will				false

		2155						LN		83		19		false		          19   severely hurt our supply and demand for population growth,				false

		2156						LN		83		20		false		          20   economic prosperity and free market principles.				false

		2157						LN		83		21		false		          21             As a young professional, I'm already planning and				false

		2158						LN		83		22		false		          22   working towards what best helps our community by 2050.  This				false

		2159						LN		83		23		false		          23   project impacts our future negatively and diminishes the				false

		2160						LN		83		24		false		          24   history that will be built here in Tri-Cities.  Thank you.				false

		2161						LN		83		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2162						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2163						LN		84		1		false		           1             Next, I have Charles Barnett.				false

		2164						LN		84		2		false		           2                  SPEAKER BARNETT:  Charles Barnett.				false

		2165						LN		84		3		false		           3        C-H-A-R-L-E-S, B-A-R-N-E-T-T.				false

		2166						LN		84		4		false		           4             I'm strongly against this Horse Heaven Hills Wind				false

		2167						LN		84		5		false		           5   Farm Project.  I'm a licensed pilot and enjoy many hours of				false

		2168						LN		84		6		false		           6   updraft flight along the proposed area of this project, as				false

		2169						LN		84		7		false		           7   do many large birds and migratory birds that soar along that				false

		2170						LN		84		8		false		           8   ridgeline.				false

		2171						LN		84		9		false		           9             This project would prohibit my enjoyment and that				false

		2172						LN		84		10		false		          10   of the birds of prey and their natural desire to soar and				false

		2173						LN		84		11		false		          11   hunt for food.  I fear that many birds will be killed and/or				false

		2174						LN		84		12		false		          12   injured because of this project.				false

		2175						LN		84		13		false		          13             Next, I live in Benton City, Washington.  I'm				false

		2176						LN		84		14		false		          14   about a mile and a half from the project.  We have 40 acres				false

		2177						LN		84		15		false		          15   there.  I've lived there for 50 years.  The visual				false

		2178						LN		84		16		false		          16   aesthetics for this project will lower my attitude and my				false

		2179						LN		84		17		false		          17   property value.				false

		2180						LN		84		18		false		          18             The movement of the blades during the day and the				false

		2181						LN		84		19		false		          19   flashing lights at night will be very distracting and				false

		2182						LN		84		20		false		          20   unnatural to the area.				false

		2183						LN		84		21		false		          21             This project does not benefit the US manufacturers				false

		2184						LN		84		22		false		          22   that send our -- that send our tax money overseas.				false

		2185						LN		84		23		false		          23             The power is not slated to be used here locally.				false

		2186						LN		84		24		false		          24   It's set to go away from the area.  And yet the people that				false

		2187						LN		84		25		false		          25   are using the power doesn't want it in their backyard.				false

		2188						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2189						LN		85		1		false		           1   That's why they want to put it in our backyard.  It just				false

		2190						LN		85		2		false		           2   doesn't make sense to me.				false

		2191						LN		85		3		false		           3             I'm strongly against this project.  Thank you.				false

		2192						LN		85		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2193						LN		85		5		false		           5             Next, we have Dan Wirth.				false

		2194						LN		85		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER WARD:  Dana Ward?				false

		2195						LN		85		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No, it's Dan Wirth.  Dana				false

		2196						LN		85		8		false		           8   Ward is a little lower.				false

		2197						LN		85		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER WARD:  Thank you.				false

		2198						LN		85		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No problem.				false

		2199						LN		85		11		false		          11                  SPEAKER WIRTH:  Do you hear me?				false

		2200						LN		85		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  We can hear you,				false

		2201						LN		85		13		false		          13   Dan.				false

		2202						LN		85		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER WIRTH:  Okay.  It's Dan Wirth, D-A-N,				false

		2203						LN		85		15		false		          15   W-I-R-T-H.				false

		2204						LN		85		16		false		          16             And regarding the Horse Heaven Wind Farm, my				false

		2205						LN		85		17		false		          17   opinion is this country needs all the clean energy it can				false

		2206						LN		85		18		false		          18   produce, whether it be wind, solar, thermal, hydroelectric				false

		2207						LN		85		19		false		          19   or nuclear.  I am not discounting the continuing need for				false

		2208						LN		85		20		false		          20   fossil fuels until we can transition to 100 percent clean				false

		2209						LN		85		21		false		          21   energy.				false

		2210						LN		85		22		false		          22             In regard to the Scout Windmill Farm, my opinion				false

		2211						LN		85		23		false		          23   is to use the larger windmills in fewer numbers at the				false

		2212						LN		85		24		false		          24   farthest distance feasible from view.  I do not feel that				false

		2213						LN		85		25		false		          25   they will cause a detrimental effect to the environment or				false

		2214						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2215						LN		86		1		false		           1   animal habitat.  The benefits of the wind and solar farm				false

		2216						LN		86		2		false		           2   will outweigh any negatives.				false

		2217						LN		86		3		false		           3             Thank you for your time.				false

		2218						LN		86		4		false		           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2219						LN		86		5		false		           5             Next, we have Jim Atkins.				false

		2220						LN		86		6		false		           6                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Can you hear me?				false

		2221						LN		86		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.				false

		2222						LN		86		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Okay.  Can you hear me now?				false

		2223						LN		86		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.				false

		2224						LN		86		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Okay.  First off, I'd like				false

		2225						LN		86		11		false		          11   to talk about the water issues.  On table ES-5 it talks				false

		2226						LN		86		12		false		          12   about traffic, transportation of traffic and not being much				false

		2227						LN		86		13		false		          13   of an issue.  But there is a letter from the Port of				false

		2228						LN		86		14		false		          14   Walla Walla saying that they can support the Horse Heaven				false

		2229						LN		86		15		false		          15   Hills Wind Project with 40 water trucks per day.  And it				false

		2230						LN		86		16		false		          16   doesn't state how many gallons these trucks are, and it				false

		2231						LN		86		17		false		          17   doesn't state a route they take.  So that is a significant				false

		2232						LN		86		18		false		          18   impact to the community.				false

		2233						LN		86		19		false		          19             Also on table ES-3-B, it says waste water is 5,000				false

		2234						LN		86		20		false		          20   gallons per day, but it doesn't state how they're going to				false

		2235						LN		86		21		false		          21   get rid of that.  So there should be something -- it also				false

		2236						LN		86		22		false		          22   states ENR-5, they're going to capture and recycle wash				false

		2237						LN		86		23		false		          23   water.  They should have a plan for that.  And as I stated				false

		2238						LN		86		24		false		          24   though, the water trucks will come from Wallula, Dodd Road.				false

		2239						LN		86		25		false		          25   That's a (inaudible).				false

		2240						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2241						LN		87		1		false		           1             Regarding the shadow flicker SF-2, it has a				false

		2242						LN		87		2		false		           2   one-year complaint line to be reassessed after one year;				false

		2243						LN		87		3		false		           3   that's if you have a complaint, you can call in and they'll				false

		2244						LN		87		4		false		           4   log it down.  Well, if they're going to log it down, they				false

		2245						LN		87		5		false		           5   should give a log number to the person who is calling in to				false

		2246						LN		87		6		false		           6   complain so that they can follow up with EFSEC and be sure				false

		2247						LN		87		7		false		           7   the log -- the issue is being addressed.				false

		2248						LN		87		8		false		           8             The other thing is, who is going to have oversight				false

		2249						LN		87		9		false		           9   of this project?  With all these mitigation issues, somebody				false

		2250						LN		87		10		false		          10   needs to be oversight of what's going on.  Who is going to				false

		2251						LN		87		11		false		          11   pay for that oversight?  Washington residents.				false

		2252						LN		87		12		false		          12             And how are we to know that Scout Energy is being				false

		2253						LN		87		13		false		          13   honest and truthful, because when you look at -- Washington				false

		2254						LN		87		14		false		          14   state should have full and control power over all these				false

		2255						LN		87		15		false		          15   mitigating issues.  That means to stop what they're doing,				false

		2256						LN		87		16		false		          16   to halt the project to make sure they're in compliance.				false

		2257						LN		87		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  You're out of				false

		2258						LN		87		18		false		          18   time.				false

		2259						LN		87		19		false		          19                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Thank you.  Bye.				false

		2260						LN		87		20		false		          20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2261						LN		87		21		false		          21             Next, we have Judy Guse.				false

		2262						LN		87		22		false		          22                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Can you hear me?				false

		2263						LN		87		23		false		          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.				false

		2264						LN		87		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Judy Guse, J-U-D-Y, G-U-S-E.				false

		2265						LN		87		25		false		          25             Who will be liable when there's a turbine fire				false

		2266						PG		88		0		false		page 88				false

		2267						LN		88		1		false		           1   that spits oil-laden debris over vast areas igniting further				false

		2268						LN		88		2		false		           2   fires and spewing smoke and fumes from dangerous chemicals				false

		2269						LN		88		3		false		           3   for miles into the atmosphere, uncontrolled or managed.				false

		2270						LN		88		4		false		           4   Fires from turbines are extremely toxic.  Who knows what the				false

		2271						LN		88		5		false		           5   ultimate damage these toxic plumes will be to people,				false

		2272						LN		88		6		false		           6   particularly to children and the elderly and to wildlife and				false

		2273						LN		88		7		false		           7   fish and rivers and streams.				false

		2274						LN		88		8		false		           8             Because of the turbine height, the fire department				false

		2275						LN		88		9		false		           9   crew can do little but watch it burn itself out.  Our county				false

		2276						LN		88		10		false		          10   doesn't have a fire department with resources, knowledge or				false

		2277						LN		88		11		false		          11   equipment to fight a fire on a 671-foot tall turbine in a				false

		2278						LN		88		12		false		          12   desert where there are copious amounts of tumbleweeds and				false

		2279						LN		88		13		false		          13   dried grasses that burn rapidly and spread quickly to				false

		2280						LN		88		14		false		          14   surrounding homes.  Hundreds of acres can be consumed in a				false

		2281						LN		88		15		false		          15   single turbine fire, and just one fire incident can cost up				false

		2282						LN		88		16		false		          16   to 4.5 million to contain.				false

		2283						LN		88		17		false		          17             Who will be liable for the damage to crops, the				false

		2284						LN		88		18		false		          18   loss of human life, homes and animals?				false

		2285						LN		88		19		false		          19             We are dealing with high voltage machines called				false

		2286						LN		88		20		false		          20   aerogenerators high in the sky, operating with hundreds of				false

		2287						LN		88		21		false		          21   gallons of oil and lubricants subject to fires.  Research				false

		2288						LN		88		22		false		          22   suggests that one of the main ignition sources for fires in				false

		2289						LN		88		23		false		          23   turbines is lightning strikes.				false

		2290						LN		88		24		false		          24             We have a lot of dry lightning strikes in our				false

		2291						LN		88		25		false		          25   area.  Our area is a high fire risk because of our desert				false

		2292						PG		89		0		false		page 89				false

		2293						LN		89		1		false		           1   climate, where our vegetation is a primed tinder box for				false

		2294						LN		89		2		false		           2   fire in the summer.				false

		2295						LN		89		3		false		           3             Wind developers provide no protection to				false

		2296						LN		89		4		false		           4   individuals or communities that have these wind projects				false

		2297						LN		89		5		false		           5   imposed upon them with lack of control, regulation and				false

		2298						LN		89		6		false		           6   protection for people, animals, landscapes and communities.				false

		2299						LN		89		7		false		           7   There is no universal fire protection guideline that is				false

		2300						LN		89		8		false		           8   enforceable.  Any other industry would be and is required to				false

		2301						LN		89		9		false		           9   have much more accountability.  There needs to be fire				false

		2302						LN		89		10		false		          10   protection in place that will put out a turbine fire before				false

		2303						LN		89		11		false		          11   it spreads to nearby homes.  Thank you.				false

		2304						LN		89		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2305						LN		89		13		false		          13             Next, we have Jeanie Polehn.				false

		2306						LN		89		14		false		          14                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  I'm Jeanie Polehn.  Can you				false

		2307						LN		89		15		false		          15   hear me?				false

		2308						LN		89		16		false		          16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.				false

		2309						LN		89		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  Okay.  It's Jeanie, JEANIE;				false

		2310						LN		89		18		false		          18   last name Polehn, P like Paul, O like orange, L like Linda,				false

		2311						LN		89		19		false		          19   E like Edward, H like Henry, N like Nancy.				false

		2312						LN		89		20		false		          20             And I have submitted these comments to EFSEC				false

		2313						LN		89		21		false		          21   already, but I want to bring out that I have not seen				false

		2314						LN		89		22		false		          22   anything in the EIS where they have contacted Washington				false

		2315						LN		89		23		false		          23   State Farmland Preservation.  And we're going to be losing				false

		2316						LN		89		24		false		          24   that farmland, and we need that -- the farmland to eat,				false

		2317						LN		89		25		false		          25   folks.  And the contamination of that farmland with				false

		2318						PG		90		0		false		page 90				false

		2319						LN		90		1		false		           1   (inaudible), which become hazardous materials and cannot be				false

		2320						LN		90		2		false		           2   removed from those soils, so it will be basically poisoned.				false

		2321						LN		90		3		false		           3             We'll have the loss of visual scenery.  No photos				false

		2322						LN		90		4		false		           4   are provided in that EIS of actually seeing what the				false

		2323						LN		90		5		false		           5   homeowners will see, as well as their -- the loss and				false

		2324						LN		90		6		false		           6   valuation of their property.				false

		2325						LN		90		7		false		           7             And then we have blowing dust, where we can't even				false

		2326						LN		90		8		false		           8   see the streets and the houses across from us.  And this				false

		2327						LN		90		9		false		           9   will add to that blowing dust scenario and impact people's				false

		2328						LN		90		10		false		          10   health and cause health issues.				false

		2329						LN		90		11		false		          11             Also, I haven't seen anything on tectonic movement				false

		2330						LN		90		12		false		          12   of the areas where the wind turbines will be located.  I				false

		2331						LN		90		13		false		          13   haven't seen that it's been adequately tested for or				false

		2332						LN		90		14		false		          14   anything like that in there.				false

		2333						LN		90		15		false		          15             And then wind turbines do not provide on-demand				false

		2334						LN		90		16		false		          16   power 24 hours a day, seven days a week so it does not				false

		2335						LN		90		17		false		          17   interrupt the current power system.  And it will also raise				false

		2336						LN		90		18		false		          18   the cost of electric power, and that hasn't been dealt with.				false

		2337						LN		90		19		false		          19             On separate from the EIS, the funding for the				false

		2338						LN		90		20		false		          20   decontamination and decommissioning of the project needs to				false

		2339						LN		90		21		false		          21   be looked at.				false

		2340						LN		90		22		false		          22                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.				false

		2341						LN		90		23		false		          23   Thank you.				false

		2342						LN		90		24		false		          24                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  Okay.				false

		2343						LN		90		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2344						PG		91		0		false		page 91				false

		2345						LN		91		1		false		           1             Next, we have Gene Guse.				false

		2346						LN		91		2		false		           2                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Yes.  I just want to say that				false

		2347						LN		91		3		false		           3   I'm not in favor of this massive wind project.				false

		2348						LN		91		4		false		           4             That's all.				false

		2349						LN		91		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2350						LN		91		6		false		           6             Up next, we have Joe Loera.				false

		2351						LN		91		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER LOERA:  Hello.  Can you hear me?				false

		2352						LN		91		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.				false

		2353						LN		91		9		false		           9                  SPEAKER LOERA:  Wonderful.  So I -- let me				false

		2354						LN		91		10		false		          10   spell my name first.  J-O-S-E, last name Loera, L-O-E-R-A.				false

		2355						LN		91		11		false		          11             I've lived in Tri-Cities for over 35 years.  I've				false

		2356						LN		91		12		false		          12   watched this community grow into just a beautiful, vibrant				false

		2357						LN		91		13		false		          13   community, and I see absolutely nothing positive with this				false

		2358						LN		91		14		false		          14   wind farm coming in the Tri-Cities.				false

		2359						LN		91		15		false		          15             From my perspective, it's going to be detrimental				false

		2360						LN		91		16		false		          16   to our wildlife.  It's going to be detrimental to our scenic				false

		2361						LN		91		17		false		          17   views.  The jobs that they're talking about are going to be				false

		2362						LN		91		18		false		          18   short-term and only going to be there while they build the				false

		2363						LN		91		19		false		          19   project, and afterwards, our jobs are going to be minimal,				false

		2364						LN		91		20		false		          20   is my understanding.				false

		2365						LN		91		21		false		          21             And then finally, the power company locally is				false

		2366						LN		91		22		false		          22   saying this isn't something that we need for this community.				false

		2367						LN		91		23		false		          23             So I absolutely have to say this is a hard no.				false

		2368						LN		91		24		false		          24   Not interested in the wind farm in Tri-Cities.  Thank you.				false

		2369						LN		91		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2370						PG		92		0		false		page 92				false

		2371						LN		92		1		false		           1             Next, we have Patricia Loera.  Is Patricia Loera				false

		2372						LN		92		2		false		           2   on the line?				false

		2373						LN		92		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER P. LOERA:  Yes.  This is Patricia				false

		2374						LN		92		4		false		           4   Loera.				false

		2375						LN		92		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.  Go				false

		2376						LN		92		6		false		           6   ahead.				false

		2377						LN		92		7		false		           7                  SPEAKER P. LOERA:  P-A-T-R-I-C-I-A; last name				false

		2378						LN		92		8		false		           8   Loera, L-O-E-R-A.				false

		2379						LN		92		9		false		           9             I would like to voice my opposition to this				false

		2380						LN		92		10		false		          10   project.  I strongly believe that this wind farm project is				false

		2381						LN		92		11		false		          11   of no benefit to our beautiful local community.				false

		2382						LN		92		12		false		          12             My main objections are, what is the negative				false

		2383						LN		92		13		false		          13   impact it will have on our wildlife, our birds, migratory				false

		2384						LN		92		14		false		          14   and otherwise, and our beautiful natural vistas.  Simply				false

		2385						LN		92		15		false		          15   stated, this is too big of a project.  It's too close to too				false

		2386						LN		92		16		false		          16   many people, and it will impact so many people.				false

		2387						LN		92		17		false		          17             Our community is growing every day, and this is				false

		2388						LN		92		18		false		          18   not the place to build a big, giant wind farm project so				false

		2389						LN		92		19		false		          19   close to metropolitan areas.  We need to protect our rural				false

		2390						LN		92		20		false		          20   natural habitat and Tri-Cities.  Thank you.				false

		2391						LN		92		21		false		          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2392						LN		92		22		false		          22             Up next, we have Theresa Mercer.  Do we have a				false

		2393						LN		92		23		false		          23   Theresa Mercer on the line?				false

		2394						LN		92		24		false		          24             I will go ahead and call the next person.  Dana				false

		2395						LN		92		25		false		          25   Ward.				false

		2396						PG		93		0		false		page 93				false

		2397						LN		93		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER WARD:  Yes, this is Dana Ward,				false

		2398						LN		93		2		false		           2   D-A-N-A, W-A-R-D.  I'm the conservation chair for the Lower				false

		2399						LN		93		3		false		           3   Columbia Basin Audubon Society situated in the Tri-Cities.				false

		2400						LN		93		4		false		           4             My comments will be strictly to the biological				false

		2401						LN		93		5		false		           5   resources.  Thank you for allowing me to make a comment.				false

		2402						LN		93		6		false		           6             The seriousness of climate change and the				false

		2403						LN		93		7		false		           7   resulting impact to human life, the environment and welfare				false

		2404						LN		93		8		false		           8   of the earth relies on intelligent actions to limit carbon				false

		2405						LN		93		9		false		           9   emissions from fossil fuels and other sources.  The				false

		2406						LN		93		10		false		          10   construction of solar arrays and wind turbines are important				false

		2407						LN		93		11		false		          11   steps to slow or even reverse global warming.				false

		2408						LN		93		12		false		          12             The Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society supports				false

		2409						LN		93		13		false		          13   well-planned solar and wind turbine projects, but they must				false

		2410						LN		93		14		false		          14   be sited reasonably, they must take into account, as a				false

		2411						LN		93		15		false		          15   minimum, biological habitat and biological resources that				false

		2412						LN		93		16		false		          16   would be impacted.  From our review of the DEIS, it falls				false

		2413						LN		93		17		false		          17   well short of attaining this goal.				false

		2414						LN		93		18		false		          18             To allow the adequate environmental review, the				false

		2415						LN		93		19		false		          19   final EIS for the Horse Heaven Hills must include a specific				false

		2416						LN		93		20		false		          20   site design identification and analysis of reasonable				false

		2417						LN		93		21		false		          21   alternatives that minimalize or eliminate impacts to the				false

		2418						LN		93		22		false		          22   environmental resources such as disappearing shrub-steppe,				false

		2419						LN		93		23		false		          23   avian species such as ferruginous hawks and burrowing owls,				false

		2420						LN		93		24		false		          24   as well as prey species such as (inaudible).				false

		2421						LN		93		25		false		          25             In a broader sense, the EIS must address the				false

		2422						PG		94		0		false		page 94				false

		2423						LN		94		1		false		           1   likely environmental impacts associated with specific siting				false

		2424						LN		94		2		false		           2   decisions and specific mitigation measures with associated				false

		2425						LN		94		3		false		           3   performance measures that address the regional impacts to				false

		2426						LN		94		4		false		           4   birds, mammals and plant populations and their habitat				false

		2427						LN		94		5		false		           5   connectivity.				false

		2428						LN		94		6		false		           6             We have submitted 20 pages of specific comments,				false

		2429						LN		94		7		false		           7   and we have a review of four issues the DIS does not provide				false

		2430						LN		94		8		false		           8   enough information to analyze likely environmental impact.				false

		2431						LN		94		9		false		           9             Issue 2.  The draft environmental impact --				false

		2432						LN		94		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Excuse me, Dana.  You are				false

		2433						LN		94		11		false		          11   now out of time.  Thank you.				false

		2434						LN		94		12		false		          12                  SPEAKER WARD:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		2435						LN		94		13		false		          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, I have Bradley				false

		2436						LN		94		14		false		          14   Wagner.  Do we have Bradley Wagner on the line?				false

		2437						LN		94		15		false		          15             I will go ahead and call the next person, Lori				false

		2438						LN		94		16		false		          16   Mattson.				false

		2439						LN		94		17		false		          17                  SPEAKER MATTSON:  Hi.  I'm Lori Mattson.  Can				false

		2440						LN		94		18		false		          18   you hear me?				false

		2441						LN		94		19		false		          19                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.				false

		2442						LN		94		20		false		          20                  SPEAKER MATTSON:  I'm Lori Mattson, L-O-R-I,				false

		2443						LN		94		21		false		          21   M-A-T-T-S-O-N.  I'm president and CEO of the Tri-City				false

		2444						LN		94		22		false		          22   Regional Chamber of Commerce.				false

		2445						LN		94		23		false		          23             As the fifth largest chamber in Washington,				false

		2446						LN		94		24		false		          24   representing over 900 businesses, ranging from sole				false

		2447						LN		94		25		false		          25   proprietors to the largest employers in the bi-county				false

		2448						PG		95		0		false		page 95				false

		2449						LN		95		1		false		           1   region, we urge EFSEC to consider our community's voice in				false

		2450						LN		95		2		false		           2   this proposal.				false

		2451						LN		95		3		false		           3             The state energy strategy asserts that public and				false

		2452						LN		95		4		false		           4   community participation is important to ensure energy policy				false

		2453						LN		95		5		false		           5   is informed by local knowledge, meets local needs and is				false

		2454						LN		95		6		false		           6   viewed as legitimate by the local community.				false

		2455						LN		95		7		false		           7             By the state's own analysis, this region's				false

		2456						LN		95		8		false		           8   hydroelectric and nuclear power is 93 percent non-emitting,				false

		2457						LN		95		9		false		           9   and impacts a substantially smaller footprint with several				false

		2458						LN		95		10		false		          10   times the effective load carrying capacity.				false

		2459						LN		95		11		false		          11             This project would be just a few miles from a				false

		2460						LN		95		12		false		          12   major population center of 300-plus thousand residents.  The				false

		2461						LN		95		13		false		          13   size and scale is inconsistent with the Benton County Land				false

		2462						LN		95		14		false		          14   Use Plan, inconsistent with the character of the surrounding				false

		2463						LN		95		15		false		          15   land use, and at the height of the Space Needle, these 244				false

		2464						LN		95		16		false		          16   wind structures would create an incredible barrier to our				false

		2465						LN		95		17		false		          17   local economy.				false

		2466						LN		95		18		false		          18             Recreation and tourism provides over $500 million				false

		2467						LN		95		19		false		          19   annually to our local economy.  Suggested mitigation to				false

		2468						LN		95		20		false		          20   recreation and tourism impacts amount to suggestions that				false

		2469						LN		95		21		false		          21   regional partners wholly identify new recreational				false

		2470						LN		95		22		false		          22   activities.				false

		2471						LN		95		23		false		          23             Suggested light and glare mitigation strategies do				false

		2472						LN		95		24		false		          24   not account for the vast difference in scale that the				false

		2473						LN		95		25		false		          25   proposed turbines are from existing installations				false

		2474						PG		96		0		false		page 96				false

		2475						LN		96		1		false		           1   encompassing 72,000 acres of land and exceeding the Space				false

		2476						LN		96		2		false		           2   Needle in height area surrounded by no other infrastructure				false

		2477						LN		96		3		false		           3   of the same height and number.				false

		2478						LN		96		4		false		           4             Please consider the negative impacts to the				false

		2479						LN		96		5		false		           5   Tri-Cities and recognize that this project is not informed				false

		2480						LN		96		6		false		           6   by local knowledge, does not meet local needs, and is not				false

		2481						LN		96		7		false		           7   viewed as legitimate by the local community.				false

		2482						LN		96		8		false		           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2483						LN		96		9		false		           9             Up next, I have Doug Fearing.				false

		2484						LN		96		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER FEARING:  Doug Fearing, D-O-U-G,				false

		2485						LN		96		11		false		          11   F-E-A-R-I-N-G.				false

		2486						LN		96		12		false		          12             I am adamantly opposed to this project.  I'm a				false

		2487						LN		96		13		false		          13   74-year community resident, and I'd like to address a few of				false

		2488						LN		96		14		false		          14   the claims regarding wind farms and their impact.				false

		2489						LN		96		15		false		          15             We hear claims made about how many houses a				false

		2490						LN		96		16		false		          16   particular wind farm will power.  Maybe it's 1,000 or even				false

		2491						LN		96		17		false		          17   2,000.  The truth is if the wind isn't blowing, they won't				false

		2492						LN		96		18		false		          18   even power one house.				false

		2493						LN		96		19		false		          19             Claims are made that wind power's economical to				false

		2494						LN		96		20		false		          20   produce.  I've read wind turbines will never make it to the				false

		2495						LN		96		21		false		          21   breakeven point, energy production versus cost during the				false

		2496						LN		96		22		false		          22   life of the generator.  We hear that wind power is a great				false

		2497						LN		96		23		false		          23   energy source.  Well, so is lightning.  But they both share				false

		2498						LN		96		24		false		          24   a common problem called reliability.				false

		2499						LN		96		25		false		          25             We'll hear arguments tonight about the jobs this				false

		2500						PG		97		0		false		page 97				false

		2501						LN		97		1		false		           1   wind farm will create.  Earthquakes, tornadoes and tsunamis				false

		2502						LN		97		2		false		           2   all create jobs.  The creation of jobs, in and of itself,				false

		2503						LN		97		3		false		           3   has nothing to do with the merits of wind energy as a power				false

		2504						LN		97		4		false		           4   source.				false

		2505						LN		97		5		false		           5             I understand this project means income, but I ask				false

		2506						LN		97		6		false		           6   our union workers to take a hard look at our -- their				false

		2507						LN		97		7		false		           7   community and consider the fact that these are short-term				false

		2508						LN		97		8		false		           8   jobs with long-term results, results that disfigure our				false

		2509						LN		97		9		false		           9   community, destroy our skyline and essentially and				false

		2510						LN		97		10		false		          10   effectively will shut down one of the only true corridors				false

		2511						LN		97		11		false		          11   for growth the city of Kennewick has.				false

		2512						LN		97		12		false		          12             The Horse Heaven Hills are not scablands.  They're				false

		2513						LN		97		13		false		          13   occupied by farms and numerous multi-million dollar homes				false

		2514						LN		97		14		false		          14   and is prime view property.  The undisputed fact is that				false

		2515						LN		97		15		false		          15   building these machines near a residential area severely				false

		2516						LN		97		16		false		          16   devalues property and homes.				false

		2517						LN		97		17		false		          17             Windmills aren't built on national monuments or in				false

		2518						LN		97		18		false		          18   parks because why?  They're an eyesore.  If these wind				false

		2519						LN		97		19		false		          19   turbines are built along the crest of Horse Heaven Hills, we				false

		2520						LN		97		20		false		          20   might as well build a big wall here with a sign hanging from				false

		2521						LN		97		21		false		          21   it saying, Here's where Kennewick ends.				false

		2522						LN		97		22		false		          22             This last year I spoke at a public meeting --				false

		2523						LN		97		23		false		          23                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.				false

		2524						LN		97		24		false		          24   Please submit the rest of your comments in writing.				false

		2525						LN		97		25		false		          25                  SPEAKER FEARING:  Thank you.				false

		2526						PG		98		0		false		page 98				false

		2527						LN		98		1		false		           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2528						LN		98		2		false		           2             Up next, I have Dave Drollinger.				false

		2529						LN		98		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER DROLLINGER:  Yes.  My name is Dave				false

		2530						LN		98		4		false		           4   Drollinger, D-A-V-E, D-R-O-L-L-I-N-G-E-R.				false

		2531						LN		98		5		false		           5             I'm here to simply state that I'm adamantly				false

		2532						LN		98		6		false		           6   opposed to this project.  I think it's just another good				false

		2533						LN		98		7		false		           7   old-fashioned boondoggle like this country has seen off and				false

		2534						LN		98		8		false		           8   on since its inception.  And I think it's also,				false

		2535						LN		98		9		false		           9   unfortunately, a virtue-signaling scheme to make people feel				false

		2536						LN		98		10		false		          10   good.				false

		2537						LN		98		11		false		          11             We've got -- this type of energy is hugely				false

		2538						LN		98		12		false		          12   inefficient.  Nuclear power is much greener, much more				false

		2539						LN		98		13		false		          13   prolific of an energy producer or of magnitude greater.				false

		2540						LN		98		14		false		          14   What this project would do, this -- like the gentleman				false

		2541						LN		98		15		false		          15   before me said, that the only growth Kennewick has is to the				false

		2542						LN		98		16		false		          16   south, and all of that is prime real estate property whose				false

		2543						LN		98		17		false		          17   property values are going to be incredibly devalued because				false

		2544						LN		98		18		false		          18   of their existence.  And there's hardly a way to put a price				false

		2545						LN		98		19		false		          19   on it, but it will be, over the course of 50 years, easily				false

		2546						LN		98		20		false		          20   in the tens of millions of dollars.				false

		2547						LN		98		21		false		          21             And so the bottom line is this project is not				false

		2548						LN		98		22		false		          22   necessarily for here or any other place in the country, and				false

		2549						LN		98		23		false		          23   the -- the appearance of it is like a graffiti, and it's				false

		2550						LN		98		24		false		          24   graffiti that the proponents and who's going to benefit --				false

		2551						LN		98		25		false		          25   the few that are going to benefit from this, they wouldn't				false

		2552						PG		99		0		false		page 99				false

		2553						LN		99		1		false		           1   want this graffiti on their home or their neighborhood any				false

		2554						LN		99		2		false		           2   more than we want it.  Thank you.				false

		2555						LN		99		3		false		           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2556						LN		99		4		false		           4             Next, we have Ira Johnson.				false

		2557						LN		99		5		false		           5                  SPEAKER JOHNSON:  Hi, I'm Ira Johnson.				false

		2558						LN		99		6		false		           6   I-R-A, J-O-H-N-S-O-N.				false

		2559						LN		99		7		false		           7             And I am against this scam.  That's what it is;				false

		2560						LN		99		8		false		           8   it's a scam.  Take all the pros that we've heard tonight and				false

		2561						LN		99		9		false		           9   all the cons for and against, and there's no reason for				false

		2562						LN		99		10		false		          10   these to be put anywhere, let alone our backyard.				false

		2563						LN		99		11		false		          11             They do -- first off, they're made in China,				false

		2564						LN		99		12		false		          12   people.  Why are we making another country rich?  Why don't				false

		2565						LN		99		13		false		          13   we make them here if you're going to make them.				false

		2566						LN		99		14		false		          14             They're not recyclable.  Where you going to put				false

		2567						LN		99		15		false		          15   the junk?  Do like China?  We send them our garbage, they're				false

		2568						LN		99		16		false		          16   going to take it out to sea and dump it; then it'll wash				false

		2569						LN		99		17		false		          17   ashore?				false

		2570						LN		99		18		false		          18             It's not dependable.  They wear out.  And mainly,				false

		2571						LN		99		19		false		          19   they're not cost effective.  If it wasn't for us taxpayers,				false

		2572						LN		99		20		false		          20   the federal government, subsidizing those things, they				false

		2573						LN		99		21		false		          21   wouldn't be put in.  If they're so dependable and so cost				false

		2574						LN		99		22		false		          22   effective, let that engineering company who wants to put				false

		2575						LN		99		23		false		          23   them in, put them in at their expense and we'll see if it				false

		2576						LN		99		24		false		          24   happens.  It won't.				false

		2577						LN		99		25		false		          25             This will affect banks, this will affect				false

		2578						PG		100		0		false		page 100				false

		2579						LN		100		1		false		           1   investors, and most importantly us taxpayers who are here				false

		2580						LN		100		2		false		           2   faced with the consequences.				false

		2581						LN		100		3		false		           3             Now, of course, you can justify anything.  You've				false

		2582						LN		100		4		false		           4   got to realize, I'm from Texas, and I learned years ago from				false

		2583						LN		100		5		false		           5   a guy named Billie Sol Estes, who sold fertilizer tanks and				false

		2584						LN		100		6		false		           6   they didn't even exist.  So you can sell and justify				false

		2585						LN		100		7		false		           7   anything, but I beg you to take and pray over this when you				false

		2586						LN		100		8		false		           8   make your decision.				false

		2587						LN		100		9		false		           9             Thank you so much for letting me speak.				false

		2588						LN		100		10		false		          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		2589						LN		100		11		false		          11             Up next, I have Linda Manca.  Do we have Linda				false

		2590						LN		100		12		false		          12   Manca on the line?				false

		2591						LN		100		13		false		          13             I will go ahead and call the next person, who is				false

		2592						LN		100		14		false		          14   the last person on my list, Travers Bracy.				false

		2593						LN		100		15		false		          15                  SPEAKER BRACY:  Travers Bracy, T-R-A-V-E-R-S,				false

		2594						LN		100		16		false		          16   B-R-A-C-Y.				false

		2595						LN		100		17		false		          17             I'm not going to say anything that hasn't already				false

		2596						LN		100		18		false		          18   been said by most of the people on this call, but I'd just				false

		2597						LN		100		19		false		          19   like to point out that community members that have talked				false

		2598						LN		100		20		false		          20   and pointed out their opposition are all from around here.				false

		2599						LN		100		21		false		          21   The people who seem to be for this wind project all seem to				false

		2600						LN		100		22		false		          22   be from -- not from around here, especially the union				false

		2601						LN		100		23		false		          23   members who have been put up and given the canned speeches				false

		2602						LN		100		24		false		          24   and talking points by their international organization.				false

		2603						LN		100		25		false		          25             There's plenty of job opportunities for				false

		2604						PG		101		0		false		page 101				false

		2605						LN		101		1		false		           1   electricians, contractors, construction workers in this				false

		2606						LN		101		2		false		           2   industry -- in this area, and this wind farm won't even be a				false

		2607						LN		101		3		false		           3   drop in the bucket.  There's electricians that are looking				false

		2608						LN		101		4		false		           4   for jobs, union and non-union, all the time, and there's				false

		2609						LN		101		5		false		           5   plenty of work for them.  So that's not a justifiable excuse				false

		2610						LN		101		6		false		           6   to put this wind farm in.				false

		2611						LN		101		7		false		           7             The best argument against that I've heard tonight,				false

		2612						LN		101		8		false		           8   that I'd like to reinforced, is the lack of water and a good				false

		2613						LN		101		9		false		           9   plan for where they're going to -- how they're going to get				false

		2614						LN		101		10		false		          10   rid of these windmills when they're all worn out.				false

		2615						LN		101		11		false		          11             Another thing that I haven't heard tonight is the				false

		2616						LN		101		12		false		          12   antelope population has been reintroduced to the Horse				false

		2617						LN		101		13		false		          13   Heaven Hills.  It's grown greatly in the last few years.				false

		2618						LN		101		14		false		          14   It's pretty awesome to see the herds up there.  When you				false

		2619						LN		101		15		false		          15   drive through the roads and the farmlands, you'll see them				false

		2620						LN		101		16		false		          16   grazing along, very good environment for them.  So that's				false

		2621						LN		101		17		false		          17   another impact to the environment that these constructions				false

		2622						LN		101		18		false		          18   and windmills will impact.				false

		2623						LN		101		19		false		          19             I don't know any other animal population that				false

		2624						LN		101		20		false		          20   lives under windmills, but I just urge the committee to do				false

		2625						LN		101		21		false		          21   the right thing and turn down this proposal.  Thank you.				false

		2626						LN		101		22		false		          22                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  That concludes our				false

		2627						LN		101		23		false		          23   public meeting on the draft environmental impact statement				false

		2628						LN		101		24		false		          24   for the Horse Heaven proposal.				false

		2629						LN		101		25		false		          25             Again, you have until 11:59 p.m. tonight to submit				false

		2630						PG		102		0		false		page 102				false

		2631						LN		102		1		false		           1   public comments in writing at www.efsec.wa.gov.				false

		2632						LN		102		2		false		           2             Thank you very much and good night.				false

		2633						LN		102		3		false		           3				false

		2634						LN		102		4		false		           4                       (Meeting Concluded 7:43 p.m.)				false

		2635						LN		102		5		false		           5				false

		2636						LN		102		6		false		           6				false

		2637						LN		102		7		false		           7				false

		2638						LN		102		8		false		           8				false

		2639						LN		102		9		false		           9				false

		2640						LN		102		10		false		          10				false

		2641						LN		102		11		false		          11				false

		2642						LN		102		12		false		          12				false

		2643						LN		102		13		false		          13				false

		2644						LN		102		14		false		          14				false

		2645						LN		102		15		false		          15				false

		2646						LN		102		16		false		          16				false

		2647						LN		102		17		false		          17				false

		2648						LN		102		18		false		          18				false

		2649						LN		102		19		false		          19				false

		2650						LN		102		20		false		          20				false

		2651						LN		102		21		false		          21				false

		2652						LN		102		22		false		          22				false

		2653						LN		102		23		false		          23				false

		2654						LN		102		24		false		          24				false

		2655						LN		102		25		false		          25				false

		2656						PG		103		0		false		page 103				false

		2657						LN		103		1		false		           1				false

		2658						LN		103		2		false		           2                      C E R T I F I C A T E				false

		2659						LN		103		3		false		           3				false

		2660						LN		103		4		false		           4				false

		2661						LN		103		4		false		               STATE OF WASHINGTON )   I, Ann Marie G. Allison, CCR,				false

		2662						LN		103		5		false		           5				false

		2663						LN		103		5		false		                                   )   certified court reporter, State of				false

		2664						LN		103		6		false		           6				false

		2665						LN		103		6		false		               COUNTY OF PIERCE    )   Washington, do hereby certify:				false

		2666						LN		103		7		false		           7				false

		2667						LN		103		8		false		           8       That the foregoing meeting was taken before me, via				false

		2668						LN		103		8		false		               Teams video conference, completed on February 1, 2023, and				false

		2669						LN		103		9		false		           9   thereafter transcribed by me;				false

		2670						LN		103		10		false		          10       That the transcript contains a full, true and complete				false

		2671						LN		103		10		false		               reporting and transcription of the proceedings;				false

		2672						LN		103		11		false		          11				false

		2673						LN		103		11		false		                   That I am not a relative, employee, attorney or counsel				false

		2674						LN		103		12		false		          12   of any party to this action, or relative or employee of any				false

		2675						LN		103		12		false		               such attorney or counsel, and that I am not financially				false

		2676						LN		103		13		false		          13   interested in the said action or the outcome thereof;				false

		2677						LN		103		14		false		          14       IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my signature on				false

		2678						LN		103		14		false		               the 14th day of February, 2023.				false

		2679						LN		103		15		false		          15				false

		2680						LN		103		16		false		          16				false

		2681						LN		103		17		false		          17				false

		2682						LN		103		18		false		          18				false

		2683						LN		103		19		false		          19                                 ______________________________				false

		2684						LN		103		20		false		          20                                 Ann Marie G. Allison, CCR				false

		2685						LN		103		20		false		                                             Certified Court Reporter #3375				false

		2686						LN		103		21		false		          21				false

		2687						LN		103		22		false		          22				false

		2688						LN		103		23		false		          23				false

		2689						LN		103		24		false		          24				false

		2690						LN		103		25		false		          25				false



		Index		MediaGroup		ID		FullPath		Duration		Offset

















           1



           2             ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL



           3



           4                      Public Comment Meeting



           5



           6



           7                         February 1, 2023



           8                held via Teams Video Conferencing



           9



          10



          11



          12



          13



          14



          15



          16



          17



          18



          19



          20



          21



          22



          23



          24   Reported by:  ANN MARIE G. ALLISON, CCR

                             Certified Court Reporter #3375

          25

�



                                                                           2







           1                      A P P E A R A N C E S



           2



           3             KATE KELLY, Department of Commerce



           4             ELI LEVITT, Department of Ecology



           5             MIKE LIVINGSTON, Department of Fish and Wildlife



           6             LENNY YOUNG, Department of Natural Resources



           7             STACEY BREWSTER, Utilities and Transportation

                                          Commission

           8

                         DEREK SANDISON, Department of Agriculture

           9



          10



          11



          12



          13



          14



          15



          16



          17



          18



          19



          20



          21



          22



          23



          24



          25

�



                                                                           3







           1                  BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,



           2   February 1, 2023, 5:00 p.m., the following proceedings were



           3   held before Ann Marie Allison, Certified Court Reporter



           4   residing in Pierce County, Washington.



           5                       (All parties present via Teams)



           6



           7           ***  MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 5:00 p.m.  ***



           8



           9                  CHAIR DREW:  Good evening, this is Kathleen



          10   Drew, chair of the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council.



          11   Welcome to tonight's public meeting for the Horse Heaven



          12   Wind Project, and thank you for joining us this evening.



          13             Ms. Grantham, will you call the roll for the Horse



          14   Heaven Council members for the EFSEC.



          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  Department of



          16   Commerce.



          17                  SPEAKER KELLY:  Kate Kelly present.



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Department of Ecology.



          19                  SPEAKER LEVITT:  Eli Levitt present.



          20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish and



          21   Wildlife.



          22                  SPEAKER LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston present.



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural



          24   Resources.



          25                  SPEAKER YOUNG:  Lenny Young present.
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           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Utilities and



           2   Transportation Commission.



           3                  SPEAKER BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster present.



           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  For the Horse Heaven



           5   Project, Department of Agriculture, Derek Sandison.



           6                  SPEAKER SANDISON:  Present.



           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Benton County, Ed Brost.



           8                       (No response)



           9             And that is everyone, Chair.



          10                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



          11             Welcome again to the public meeting tonight.  It



          12   is to receive comments on the draft environmental impact



          13   statement for the Horse Heaven proposal per SEPA that state



          14   environmental policy act rules in WAC, Washington



          15   Administrative Code 197-11.  EFSEC publicly noticed



          16   invitations to review and comment on the Horse Heaven Draft



          17   Environmental Impact Statement or DEIS.



          18             The DEIS comment period runs from December 19th,



          19   2022, to February 1st, 2023, 45 days.  Public comments



          20   submissions will be accepted until 11:59 p.m. tonight.



          21   After close of the comment period, EFSEC will review the



          22   comments and these will inform the preparation of a final



          23   environmental impact statement or FEIS.



          24             EFSEC will not be giving presentations or



          25   answering questions this evening.  This evening the council
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           1   is here to listen.



           2             Reminder to all of you is that the EFSEC staff are



           3   available during regular business hours to answer questions



           4   about the project proposal.  Information about the Horse



           5   Heaven proposal and copies of the draft EIS are available on



           6   the EFSEC website www.efsec.wa.gov.



           7             Each speaker tonight will be allotted two minutes



           8   to allow for as many speakers as possible.  When your name



           9   is called, please identify yourself and begin by spelling



          10   your name for the court reporter.



          11             There will be a timer on the screen for those



          12   joining via computer, and I will let you know when the end



          13   of the two minutes is up.  Any comments that exceed this



          14   time should be submitted online.  The information to do so



          15   can be found on the Horse Heaven Project website and has



          16   been on this screen this evening.



          17             We will be taking a break for five minutes every



          18   hour.  We will be concluding the meeting at 8 p.m. or



          19   following the last speaker, whichever comes first.



          20             So with that, we will have our first speaker.



          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Certainly.  So our first



          22   speaker we have is Dave Kobus from Scout Clean Energy.



          23                  SPEAKER KOBUS:  Thank you for the opportunity



          24   to present comments.  This is Dave Kobus -- D-A-V-E,



          25   K-O-B-U-S -- and I'm speaking for the applicant as well as a
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           1   local resident.



           2             So this DEIS demonstrates that sufficient analysis



           3   has been conducted by the applicant and EFSEC to confirm



           4   that with appropriate mitigation, the project's



           5   environmental impact does not pose significant detriment and



           6   is compatible with the agricultural character of the county,



           7   as it is located in the land use types specifically



           8   recommended by the Washington Department of Fish and



           9   Wildlife wind power guidelines.  And the analysis didn't



          10   stop with our application, as the applicant has continued to



          11   analyze special species impacts and has provided the best



          12   available science to justify development plans.



          13             The applicant's comments on the DEIS generally



          14   identify where corrections must be made, comments to improve



          15   clarity and recommendations for enhancements, and we have



          16   submitted those comments in writing.  However, several



          17   concerns have been highlighted for consideration that we



          18   believe do not meet reasonableness and attribution of



          19   impacts, tests in SEPA or reasonably align with the wind



          20   power guidelines.



          21             In general, the applicant believes that some of



          22   the mitigation measures exceed established precedent and



          23   several must be reconsidered.  We provide justification for



          24   those we feel should be removed for the reasons I just



          25   noted.
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           1             The applicant appreciates the effort that was



           2   provided by EFSEC staff and independent consultant to, in my



           3   view, leave no stone unturned in the DEIS preparation and



           4   review activity.  The need for clean energy projects such as



           5   this is recognized nationally by the state and by the



           6   region.



           7                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you --



           8                  SPEAKER KOBUS:  The Northwest Power --



           9                  CHAIR DREW:  -- for your comments.  The two



          10   minutes has been -- is up.



          11                  SPEAKER KOBUS:  Thank you.



          12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.



          13             Go ahead.



          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Bill



          15   McKay, Kennewick, mayor.



          16                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  Hello.



          17                  SPEAKER MCKAY:  Hello.  Are you ready?



          18                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  I'm ready.  Is it my



          19   turn?



          20                  CHAIR DREW:  Please go ahead, yes.



          21                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  My name is Michael



          22   Scrimsher.  I live in the Tri-Cities.



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No.  Michael -- Michael,



          24   it is not your turn.  Once it is your turn, your name will



          25   be called.  Right now we have Bill McKay, over in Benton
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           1   County, ready to speak.  Apologies.



           2                  SPEAKER SCRIMSHER:  I'm sorry.  Okay.  I'll



           3   wait.



           4                  CHAIR DREW:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I mixed up who



           5   was sitting in front of me and who was speaking -- or



           6   sitting in front of me on the video.



           7             Go ahead, Mayor.



           8                  SPEAKER MCKAY:  Thank you.



           9             Scout requested that Kennewick supply water to



          10   them and was later notified by the City of Kennewick that



          11   they would not be providing water to them.  They were denied



          12   because they were out of -- outside city limits and also the



          13   urban growth area.  Because of the vast amount of water



          14   requested, in a year of drought, there was a high



          15   possibility that water would have to be limited to city



          16   residents to fulfill the commitment to Scout.



          17             Since the City of Kennewick's notification to



          18   Scout they have not modified their application, nor notified



          19   the public of what their source of water would be.  As far



          20   as we have been able to determine, they still have not



          21   revealed what their source of water will be.



          22             Governor Inslee's comment including -- excuse me.



          23   Let me back up.



          24             While attending a UN climate conference in Egypt



          25   in November 2022, Governor Inslee was quoted as saying:
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           1             Governments will have to overcome nimbyism,



           2   including in Washington, to achieve clean energy goals.



           3             He went on to say:



           4             Regulatory reforms are needed to prevent local



           5   opponents from delaying projects.  We've got to make



           6   decisions, and this will be controversial.  We have to



           7   confront it.  We have to succeed.  Unquote.



           8             However, it's important to note that Governor



           9   Inslee's words are the polar opposite in what was promised



          10   in the Washington 2021 State of Energy Strategy, SES, which



          11   states:



          12             Public and community participation is important to



          13   ensure energy policy is informed by local knowledge, meets



          14   local needs and is viewed as legitimate by the local



          15   community.  Additionally, community and community members



          16   must have a seat at the table in designing programs and



          17   selecting projects.



          18                  CHAIR DREW:  Mayor, your time is up; if you'd



          19   like to submit the rest in writing, appreciate it.



          20                  SPEAKER MCKAY:  Okay.  Will do.



          21                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.



          22                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  Chair Drew, this is Sonia.



          23                  CHAIR DREW:  Yes, go ahead.



          24                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  I just wanted to ask



          25   Ms. Grantham if she could start the timer after the speakers
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           1   spell their name.



           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you, Sonia.



           3                  SPEAKER BUMPUS:  No problem.



           4                  CHAIR DREW:  That would help, few more



           5   seconds.  That would be great.  Thank you.



           6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Okay.  Our next speaker is



           7   John Cowling.



           8                  SPEAKER COWLING:  Good evening.  John



           9   Cowling, J-O-H-N, C-O-W-L-I-N-G.



          10             Good evening.  I am the deputy public works



          11   director for the City of Kennewick.  And just following up



          12   on the mayor's comments, I've been the primary contact with



          13   Scout Clean Energy as it relates to the use of Kennewick



          14   water for this project.



          15             As Mayor McKay indicated, Kennewick will not be --



          16   or cannot provide water for this project.  Specifically, the



          17   Kennewick Municipal Code prohibits provision of water



          18   outside the city limits or urban growth area.



          19             I'd like to add that this information, as well as



          20   a section of code, was provided to Scout Clean Energy in May



          21   of last year.  So we felt it's important that EFSEC know and



          22   the draft EIS did not identify Kennewick as a potential



          23   water source for construction and ongoing operations of this



          24   project due to our inability to provide water with our



          25   current municipal code.
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           1             Thank you.



           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Greg



           4   Wendt.



           5                  SPEAKER WENDT:  Good afternoon.  Excuse me.



           6   My name is Greg Wendt.  I'm the director of community



           7   development for Benton County.  On January 31st, the board



           8   of county commissioners --



           9                  CHAIR DREW:  Excuse me.  If you can wait just



          10   a second.  If you could spell your name for the record, and



          11   then we'll start your time.  Thank you.



          12                  SPEAKER WENDT:  G-R-E-G.  Last name is



          13   W-E-N-D-T.



          14             On January 31st, the board of county commissioners



          15   did submit written comments regarding this draft DEIS for



          16   this project.  And while the DEIS has many inadequacies, the



          17   county is deeply concerned that in its current form, the



          18   DEIS does not meaningfully discuss or disclose impacts to



          19   our county agricultural lands of long-term commercial



          20   significance.



          21             Specifically, the project will result in a



          22   conversion of ag lands of long-term commercial significance



          23   without disclosing the environmental impacts of the



          24   conversion.  The GMA imposes on Benton County requirements



          25   for the conversion on natural resource lands, which includes
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           1   the county's ag lands of long-term commercial significance.



           2   Benton County is required to designate these ag lands,



           3   assure the conservation of these ag lands, assure that the



           4   use of adjacent lands do not interfere with their continued



           5   use of agricultural lands, conserve agricultural land in



           6   order to maintain and enhance the agricultural industry and



           7   discourage incompatible uses.



           8             The conservation of agricultural lands of



           9   long-term commercial significance is a State of Washington



          10   mandate that Benton County must and will continue to follow.



          11   The county has met this mandate and properly designated it



          12   agricultural lands.  These ag lands cannot be de-designated



          13   or allowed non-agricultural uses in these areas without



          14   issuing a determination that the lands are no longer meeting



          15   the long-term commercial insignificant status.



          16             Approval of this project would undermine GMA's ag



          17   lands conservation mandate and allow the permanent



          18   conversion of 6,869 acres of a temporary conversion of 2,957



          19   acres of (inaudible) terms commercially significant ag land.



          20             This results in long-term removal of commercially



          21   significant ag lands, and in turn, the Horse Heaven Hills



          22   farming area will suffer irreversible losses as a viable ag



          23   area of agricultural resource lands.  The impacts from the



          24   loss of ag lands and long-term commercial significance as a



          25   result of this project must be thoroughly analyzed and
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           1   discussed before a final EIS.  Thank you very much.



           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is



           4   Michelle Cooke.



           5                  SPEAKER COOKE:  Michelle Cooke.



           6   M-I-C-H-E-L-L-E, C-O-O-K-E.



           7             Thank you for the time.



           8             First of all, Benton County is concerned that the



           9   conversion of agricultural lands of long-term significance



          10   will have a high cumulative impact.  The DEIS is required to



          11   meaningfully disclose and discuss the impacts of permanently



          12   converting almost 7,000 acres of agricultural lands to new



          13   land uses.



          14             These new uses will replace and eliminate not only



          15   these agricultural lands, but also the function and values



          16   that these lands provide as a type of natural resource land.



          17             Additionally, the DEIS fails to discuss the



          18   economic impacts to the overall agricultural community, and



          19   further, does not disclose the economic impacts for the life



          20   of the project.



          21             The DEIS does not support its own conclusions when



          22   it states that the proposed action does not contribute to a



          23   cumulative impact on agricultural productivity,



          24   profitability, or farm operations within a project area.



          25             This conclusion is misleading because it implies
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           1   that Benton County conditional use criteria will prevent or



           2   mitigate any project impacts.  The project impacts will



           3   clash with, rather than meet the tests laid out in the



           4   Benton County code.



           5             Secondly, the proposed mitigation measures are



           6   inadequate to appropriately mitigate the environmental



           7   impacts of the conversion of agricultural land's long-term



           8   commercial significance.  The mitigation measure, LSU5



           9   requires that the applicant submit a site restoration plan



          10   to EFSEC.  The DEIS identifies that this plan is to be



          11   submitted and it's not an actual part of the SEPA record;



          12   therefore, it cannot be evaluated and does not constitute an



          13   effective mitigation measure.



          14             Lastly, there's no discussion of the introduction



          15   and integration of a large-scale non-agricultural industrial



          16   use onto the Horse Heaven Hills landscape.  Changes to the



          17   facilities and roads and power lines will impact existing



          18   grazing and farming activities.



          19             In closing, the impacts mean a loss of



          20   agricultural lands with long-term commercial significance.



          21   As a result, this project must be thoroughly analyzed and



          22   discussed before a final EIS can be issued.  Thank you for



          23   your time.



          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker we have



          25   is Jerome Delvin.
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           1                  SPEAKER DELVIN:  It's J-E-R-O-M-E, Delvin, D



           2   as in David, E-L-V-I-N.



           3             Thank you, Madam Chair, and I want to thank EFSEC,



           4   too, for holding this meeting so we can -- our community can



           5   have comments.



           6             I'm the Benton County Commissioner.  You just



           7   heard from Benton County staff about the DEIS and some of



           8   their concerns, and we share those, the commissioners share



           9   those.



          10             I've spent a lot of time in this community, born



          11   and raised here, and I've always enjoyed the views in this



          12   area when I hike.  What these windmills will do is destroy



          13   that, in my mind, destroy those views.



          14             You'll hear from a lot of passionate citizens here



          15   that really have concerns about what those windmills will do



          16   to our natural landscape.



          17             I think you can put it to what -- it would ruin



          18   our view shed and our views in this area.  If you put these



          19   windmills, say, on the hills around Issaquah or if you put



          20   them in the Puget Sound or off the coast of Washington,



          21   there would be a lot of outcry.



          22             Well, we've been hearing a lot of outcry today



          23   about this, We don't want those here.  There's better places



          24   for those.  If you really want to do those, a lot of people



          25   may speak about the inefficiency of those windmills.
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           1   There's a lot of data that supports that view.



           2             So I just ask EFSEC to really give it an honest,



           3   honest, and not be pressured by all the Go Green and those



           4   type of -- type of statements because, you know, we just



           5   don't want to be the dumping ground for all the green



           6   energy.



           7             We have hydro, which, unfortunately, is not



           8   considered a renewable energy in this state, the only state



           9   in the country, and also, we have nuclear power here.  We



          10   encourage more nuclear power.  They don't affect the view



          11   shed like these windmills.



          12             So urge you to say "no" to this project, and



          13   appreciate your time.



          14             Thank you.



          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Ken



          16   Spencer.



          17                  SPEAKER SPENCER:  Thank you.  K-E-N,



          18   S-P-E-N-C-E-R.



          19             Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment



          20   on the Horse Heaven Wind Farm.  You, as a committee, have



          21   given approval for the project despite our county and



          22   citizens' objection.



          23             I have a couple points to make regarding the



          24   approval over the objections of the citizens of our county.



          25   You have bypassed the urban growth act giving approval for
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           1   an industrial development.  If you look back a few years



           2   ago, the City of Kennewick in Benton County had applied to



           3   that body for an increased area of industrial development



           4   south of the I-82 corridor, saying it would not be part of



           5   the current growth plan.  Well, Horse Heaven Wind Farm is



           6   south of I-82 corridor, and by your authority, you have



           7   created something that could -- that we could not do.  This



           8   may create some intended -- some unintended consequences.



           9   If you were the city -- if I were the City of Kennewick, I



          10   would start developing that area south of the I-82 corridor



          11   based on your decision.



          12             No. 2, what is a plan for decommissioning these



          13   large towers and wind turbines?  I have reviewed, as I



          14   could, some of the cost studies that have been done on that



          15   topic, and it looks like the estimated useful life of this



          16   project is between 20 and 30 years.  And at the end of the



          17   useful life, what is the plan to dispose of these, either by



          18   salvage or disposal at a hazardous waste site?



          19             The best report and with the most complete details



          20   was done in 2017 out in South Dakota.  At that time, the



          21   estimate of the cost of decommissioning was $2 million per



          22   turbine.  If we apply inflation over the last six years,



          23   that cost has risen to over 2.2 million.  Now, who is going



          24   to cover that cost?  The taxpayers of Benton County?



          25   Because we are the ones who are not profiting from this
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           1   project, so I feel there needs to be a funds setup or some



           2   other reasonable means to pay for the estimated cost to



           3   return the site to its present condition.



           4             As has been seen in other developments where the



           5   subsidies sometimes end at the end of the project and the



           6   developer or the companies that develop it, they have run



           7   these developments, disappear when it's time to clean up or



           8   dispose of the site.  They are no longer --



           9                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you for your comments.



          10                  SPEAKER HERKE:  They are no longer --



          11                  CHAIR DREW:  Your time is up.



          12                  SPEAKER SPENCER:  -- have submitted this in



          13   writing.  Thank you.



          14                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Lisa



          16   Smith.



          17                  SPEAKER SMITH:  Hi.  My name is Lisa Smith



          18   L-I-S-A, S-M-I-T-H.



          19             And I live in the Summit View neighborhood of



          20   Kennewick, which is in Southwest Kennewick.  I am a



          21   proponent of clean energy, but am extremely opposed to this



          22   massive wind turbine project.



          23             We already provide efficient, clean energy through



          24   nuclear power and also the hydroelectric power in our area.



          25   I don't understand why we'd let an out-of-state company come
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           1   in and completely destroy our natural landscape and ridges



           2   with these wind turbines.  We do have some wind turbines



           3   already that are visible from my house, and I can see that



           4   they are idle the majority of the time.  We do get wind



           5   here, but it's actually quite infrequent.  It seems crazy to



           6   forever change a huge part of our landscape to have massive



           7   wind turbines sitting idle.



           8             I also don't understand why these wind turbines



           9   have to be right at the top of our ridges where they are the



          10   most visible to thousands of people in Finley, Tri-Cities,



          11   and Benton City.  There's a lot of land even just south of



          12   here, you know, between our cities and Oregon with almost no



          13   population where these turbines could be and not have so



          14   much impact on our people.



          15             Thank you.



          16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is



          17   Margaret Hue.



          18             Do we have Margaret Hue present?



          19                  SPEAKER HUE:  Yeah, I am.



          20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  There she is.  Thank you.



          21                  SPEAKER HUE: I was trying to find where I was



          22   going to speak.  You caught me by surprise.



          23             Okay.  It's Margaret, M-A-R-G-A-R-E-T.  Last name



          24   is Hue, H-U-E.  I'm a resident from Badger Canyon.  The



          25   location where some of these turbines are going to be is
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           1   within a mile and a half of our location, directly above it.



           2   I've lived in Badger Canyon for 40 years, so I've seen a lot



           3   of things and know the land and the terrain and so forth.



           4             But what people don't understand is all of these



           5   big canyons that drain off of Horse Heaven, they bring wind



           6   turbulence down.  The DEIS refers to Badger Canyon as kind



           7   of sloping hills, whatever.  It is very complex.  And all



           8   these canyons that feed in are -- pull air down, they cause



           9   wind turbulence, but the wind farms that are coming up,



          10   there are 150, six rows deep, directly above Badger Canyon



          11   or to Kiona for nine miles.



          12             And with that, we have some of the most pristine



          13   farm ground in Badger Canyon, Red Mountain, Kiona, but also



          14   down to Finley, but this area here is going to receive all



          15   of the warm air that's going to damage our diversified



          16   agriculture.  The wind turbulence can be carried up to 15 to



          17   20 miles, causing chaos on our diversified ag.  This will go



          18   way into Pasco and North Franklin County.



          19             The other thing is with the warming temperatures,



          20   most from the wind farms, most of these are in the evening



          21   or in the afternoon to 10 in the morning.  If you're a



          22   cherry grower, you go out to pick your cherries and the



          23   orchard is warm, you're not going to be able to pick your



          24   cherries.  That is an economic loss to our community.



          25             I was concerned because some growers brought out
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           1   small cherries.  We found out WSU IAREC is releasing a



           2   study.  It is not out yet, but it will be.  And it shows



           3   that damage from warm temperatures can affect the quality,



           4   the size of the fruit, which is tonnage.  That's money, and



           5   then also the color on the apples, color on the --



           6                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



           7                  SPEAKER HUE:  -- economic loss.



           8                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time's up.



           9   Thank you.



          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Our next speaker is Rita



          11   Porter.



          12                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Hello.



          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  If you are not Rita



          14   Porter, please make sure your mic is muted.  She is our next



          15   speaker.



          16                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  How do I mute that?



          17   I'm sorry.



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Chair Drew, do you



          19   remember what the code is for phone?



          20                  CHAIR DREW:  Star 6 or pound 6.



          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          22                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Pound 6.  That mutes



          23   me?



          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.



          25                  SPEAKER PORTER:  Hello.  My name is Rita
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           1   Porter, R-I-T-A, P-O-R-T-E-R.



           2             One of the things that has not been addressed so



           3   far is the blinking red lights, and I'm concerned about the



           4   blinking red lights.  They'll be visible from my home by, at



           5   times, probably 50 or 60.  I live in Badger Canyon, and I'm



           6   vehemently against the intrusion of the windmills for all



           7   the reasons that's been addressed and the reasons that are



           8   yet to be addressed.  I don't -- I don't -- I think it's a



           9   huge show of disrespect of the residents of the Tri-Cities



          10   not even to give them a voice until after the fact.  And I



          11   didn't really have anything to prepare, but I just wanted to



          12   show up and give my support to people of the United



          13   States -- or people of Tri-Cities and voice my opinions.



          14             Thank you.



          15                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



          16             And just for everybody's knowledge since it's been



          17   brought up twice, EFSEC has not made a decision to approve



          18   this project.  We are still in the middle of our process.



          19   That's why we have the draft environmental impact statement



          20   in front of you tonight.  There is an adjudication yet to



          21   happen, and so this project has not received approval from



          22   EFSEC at this point in time.



          23             If you'd call the next speaker, please.



          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No problem, Chair Drew.



          25             The next speaker is Karen Richardson.
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           1                  SPEAKER RICHARDSON:  Good afternoon.  My name



           2   is Karen Richardson, K-A-R-E-N, R-I-C-H-S-O-N (sic).



           3             This has been the culmination of an over two-year



           4   journey.  I've sent EFSEC pictures of animals:  Burrowing



           5   owls, sandhill cranes, the red tail fox, and the pronghorn



           6   antelopes that graze on our steppe shrub.  As endangered



           7   animals, they've been reintroduced by the Central Washington



           8   Chapter of the Safari Club.  I've sent pictures of



           9   landscapes, sunsets, vast open -- vast, wide-open spaces.



          10   I've sent pictures of broken turbines; turbines on fire,



          11   like the ones in Williamsburg, Iowa, but the people in



          12   charge don't seem to care.



          13             US Fish and Wildlife Department with help from the



          14   Department of Defense just granted a 2.4 million REPI, which



          15   is a readiness and environmental protection program for



          16   butterflies, gophers, and horned larks on acreage adjacent



          17   to the Joint Base Lewis-McChord property.



          18             The Tri-City Herald just reported that



          19   Washington-based wind power provides the lowest effective



          20   capacity in winter compared to surrounding regions.



          21             According to western resource advocacy programs, a



          22   quote from a utility planning company:  Washington-based



          23   wind farms should be low on the list of alternatives if



          24   you're trying to balance CO2 emission reductions, grid



          25   reliability, and land-use impacts in the most cost-effective
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           1   manner possible.  The draft study is lacking a failure to



           2   analyze proposed wind projects impact on residents.



           3             With Horse Heaven Hills high pressure inversions,



           4   cold freezing weather, and windless days, this makes no



           5   sense to place the wind farms in this area.



           6             Thank you.



           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Tammy



           8   Wolfslack.



           9                  SPEAKER WOLFSLACK:  Hello.  My name is Tammy



          10   Wolfslack, T-A-M-M-Y, W-O-L-F-S-L-A-C-K.  Hi.



          11             I am here to talk about a couple articles



          12   Washington Times had.  The title of the article is, "Death



          13   by Solar Farm.  71 Species of Birds Killed.  Entire Food



          14   Chains Disrupted."  This article talks about 800-degree



          15   temperatures above solar fields, and apparently one type of



          16   bird in the study was observed to be smoking of its feathers



          17   as it flew.



          18             College of National Sciences article dated January



          19   2021, a 1.6 million DOC grant supports scientists studying



          20   bird deaths at solar facilities.  It discusses the



          21   incineration of birds, to the point that in some cases there



          22   was only a puff of feathers remaining.  They couldn't even



          23   identify the remains.



          24             We are in a wildlife migration route.  We are a



          25   major flyway, according to the United Nations Food
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           1   Agricultural Organization, and I have a lot of photos here



           2   to show different types of birds as some of them were



           3   discussed.  And when I read the wind solar table ES-6



           4   discussing special status -- and that means protective



           5   endangered, I'm guessing -- recommended mitigation measures



           6   should read as allowable killing protected status species.



           7             In particular, you're talking about eagles.  How



           8   many eagles are okay?  They're going to be given take



           9   permits, which my understanding is "take" means kill.  How



          10   many are acceptable?  Five, ten, 100?  I have concerns that



          11   these shouldn't even be placed here in a flyway.



          12             So there are other options.  I think that starting



          13   to create things at a point of use is critical.  Do it in



          14   college and a high school.  Give them competitions and say,



          15   Hey, can you attach this to a car tire and make the battery



          16   generate itself?  Solar cells on top of a car.  Other types



          17   of something that can capture the wind on top of a vehicle.



          18             There's other ways to look at this.  We don't have



          19   to go this way.  We should stop jumping out of the airplane



          20   without checking our parachute for holes.



          21             Thank you very much.



          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Gayle



          23   Graves.



          24                  SPEAKER GRAVES:  Good evening.  My name is



          25   Gayle, G-A-Y-L-E; Graves, G-R-A-V-E-S, and I reside in
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           1   Canyon -- or excuse me, Sunrise Canyon.  Thank you for



           2   holding this meeting.



           3             I am against the project as it's environmentally



           4   devastating.  For one example, the diversified agriculture



           5   will be impacted, raising local temperatures four degrees



           6   higher annually.  Annually.



           7             Diversified agriculture is one of the economic



           8   drivers of the Tri-City area.  The project is economically



           9   not sound as it will not create the energy proposed.  It's



          10   at taxpayers expense and will not create the employment as



          11   broadcasted by the supporters of the project.



          12             The shrub steppe and wildlife in our community



          13   care will be decimated without rehabilitation.



          14             How does this affect me and my family?  My home is



          15   at the base of the hills.  I'll be breathing the herbicides



          16   and pesticides brought down by the winds and the



          17   construction.  Living in higher temperatures with higher



          18   utility bills, tolerating red lights, noise pollution.



          19   Missing the wildlife that once flew in the Pacific flyway



          20   that was once ours to enjoy.



          21             Thank you for your time.



          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Karen



          23   Brutzman.



          24                  SPEAKER BRUTZMAN:  Karen Brutzman.



          25   K-A-R-E-N, B as in boy, R-U-T as in Tom, Z as in zebra,
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           1   M-A-N.



           2             I am against this project.  Scout Clean Energy



           3   wants you to believe that a small group of vocal residents



           4   is threatening to stop this clean energy project, which



           5   would generate up to 1,000 jobs and millions in tax revenue



           6   to Benton County.  Don't be fooled.



           7             Those 1,000 jobs will be short-term jobs for wind



           8   turbine installation.  Once in place the project will employ



           9   fewer than 50 people.  Wear and tear on our roadways will be



          10   immense.  Trucks will bring wind turbines to our area in



          11   several sections.  Roads will need to be straightened.



          12   There will also be hundreds of concrete trucks traveling



          13   county roads to provide concrete for wind turbine



          14   foundations.  Many of our county roads were not designed for



          15   these type of heavy loads.



          16             Clean energy is a misnomer.  Concrete has a huge



          17   carbon footprint.  The environmental impact of concrete, its



          18   manufacture and applications are complex, including CO2



          19   emissions.  The cement industry is one of the main producers



          20   of carbon dioxide, a potent greenhouse gas.  One reason why



          21   carbon emissions are so high is because cement must be



          22   heated to very high temperatures for clinker to form.



          23             The Tri-Cities is already a hot spot for ozone



          24   health risk.  The Tri-Cities' ozone precursor study final



          25   report dated December 12, 2017, was prepared by the
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           1   laboratory for atmospheric research, the Department of Civil



           2   and Environmental Engineering, and Washington State



           3   University.  The link is provided in my written comments.



           4             This study was conducted because air quality



           5   managers started paying close attention to ozone levels in



           6   the Tri-Cities when the daily predictive air quality



           7   forecast model, operated by WSU, consistently showed



           8   elevated ozone in the Tri-Cities area.



           9             The ozone in this study is attributed to car



          10   emissions, but we can't ignore the pollution created by the



          11   millions of tons of concrete that will be used to erect



          12   these gigantic wind turbines and the emissions from the



          13   trucks transporting concrete to the work site.  The



          14   standard --



          15                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.



          16   Thank you for your comments, and please submit it in



          17   writing.



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is



          19   Christopher Kuperstein.



          20                  SPEAKER KUPERSTEIN:  Hello.  My name is



          21   Christopher Kuperstein, C-H-R-I-S-T-O-P-H-E-R,



          22   K-U-P-E-R-S-T-E-I-N.



          23             What I say tonight I have to preface by saying



          24   that I'm an affected landowner, and it does not reflect my



          25   employer or any other organization that I may associate
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           1   with.



           2             I reside, by my calculation, as one of the closer



           3   residences to these wind turbines.  The closest four



           4   turbines will be placed approximately three quarters of a



           5   mile to one mile from my house.



           6             During the pandemic, great care was taken in



           7   saving the lives of citizens of Washington State.  Part of



           8   this care was to listen to experts who were experts in



           9   pandemic and in disease and developing mitigating measures



          10   to protect people from the disease.



          11             I submit, for the record, an expert medical



          12   doctor, Dr. Nina Pierpont, who earned her Ph.D studying the



          13   effects of existing wind turbines on existing people.  This



          14   book titled Wind Turbine Syndrome details medical impacts of



          15   varying types on real people by real turbines.



          16             On page 20, I read the chief recommendation:



          17   Two kilometers or 1.24 miles remains the baseline shortest



          18   setback from residences and hospitals, schools, nursing



          19   homes, that communities should consider.  In mountainous



          20   terrain 2 miles, 3.2 kilometers, is probably a better



          21   guideline.



          22             My first recommendation is that for this project,



          23   that EFSEC follow her advice.  Instead of the turbine



          24   placement being one-half of a mile from a nearest residence,



          25   as the current IEIS suggests, that a buffer of two
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           1   kilometers or 1.25 miles be placed between turbines and the



           2   nearest residence so as to minimize the health impacts to



           3   those affected residents.



           4             Thank you for your time.



           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Mary



           6   Cloninger.



           7                  SPEAKER CLONINGER:  Hello.  My name is Mary



           8   Cloninger, M-A-R-Y, C-L-O-N-I-N-G-E-R.



           9             I am not as eloquent as the people that have



          10   been -- that are previous to me, and I do not have a lot of



          11   information.  But I'm a native Tri-Citian, born and raised



          12   in this vicinity, and I am against building the wind farm in



          13   the Horse Heaven Hills.  They are a blight and an eyesore on



          14   our beautiful hills.  The construction will cause damage to



          15   the ecosystem and cause dust pollution in our air in town.



          16             The energy produced is not very much, and it's not



          17   worth destroying our landscape.  It is not clean energy.  It



          18   uses oil.  It leaks oil into the dirt, and it kills birds



          19   and disrupts wildlife.  And I don't know if anyone has ever



          20   done a study on what the vibration would do to our basalt,



          21   and I would suggest that something like that happen before



          22   you make any decision.



          23             Thank you for your time.



          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Art



          25   Kelly.
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           1                  SPEAKER KELLY:  Good evening.  My name is Art



           2   Kelly, A-R-T, K-E-L-L-Y.



           3             We are very blessed to have sufficient and



           4   reliable power via hydroelectric power and nuclear power



           5   here in our region; therefore, projected amount of massive



           6   land for this project is not warranted at this time for



           7   windmills to be constructed.



           8             There's no guarantee that whatever power that can



           9   be generated will not be sold to California, Oregon, Canada,



          10   or other territories or even benefit the Tri-City area.



          11             What contingency plans are in place if Scout



          12   Energy should by chance go bankrupt, federal subsidies are



          13   depleted, et cetera?  Who has the responsibility of removing



          14   all these wind turbines and restoring the land back to its



          15   original status?  According to the Manhattan Institute,



          16   windmills provide less than three percent of the world's



          17   energy.  Netherlands and Germany have come out with a very



          18   progressive technology, using what they call tulip-shaped



          19   small wind turbines that can be installed on private



          20   property household, business, et cetera.  They're extremely



          21   quiet.  They provide 20 to 50 percent more efficient energy.



          22   They produce energy to power at least one-third energy of



          23   consumption of a household.



          24             There's also the issue of the recyclability of



          25   windmill blades.  I think we need to take advantage and
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           1   re-evaluate our other forms of progressive technology and



           2   put this on the back burner.



           3             Thank you for your time.



           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next speaker is Dave



           5   Sharp.



           6                  SPEAKER SHARP:  My name is Dave Sharp,



           7   S-H-A-R-P.



           8             The developer has stated that the Nine Canyon



           9   project establishes a precedent for the proposed project.



          10   That is not the case.  Each of their turbines can produce



          11   two to three times what an NC turbine can produce.



          12             The number of turbines, the heighth of turbines,



          13   the 25-mile expanse into the project, the amount of



          14   generation, 100-plus miles of road, 110 square miles of the



          15   project, and an apparent lack of respect for wildlife



          16   corridors and habitat disturbance.  There is no comparison.



          17   Horse Heaven Project is another dimension.



          18             Wind projects have been in Washington since the



          19   early 2000s.  Since that time, there have been nearly 2000



          20   turbines installed over 20 projects.  In all prior cases,



          21   the developer respected wind industry practices, that sited



          22   wind projects in rural areas away from high population



          23   zones.



          24             This project will have approximately five times



          25   the population impacted as all other counties in the state
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           1   combined.  This will be a disparate treatment of Benton



           2   County.  And what about the precedent that will be set if



           3   this project is approved with a perceived bias, such as no



           4   alternative builds and no subsidy of mitigation or a lot of



           5   unresolved issues being solved by a team separate from the



           6   main process?  Future process -- future projects will



           7   motivate developers to bypass local officials and use EFSEC



           8   for every project with sloppy, nonspecific applications and



           9   expecting approvals with minimal mitigation.  Developers



          10   study previous applications, and they study the decisions



          11   that EFSEC makes.  Those decisions guide how they approach



          12   and present a new application.



          13             We are hopeful that EFSEC does not set a new



          14   precedent with their decisions on this project.  This is a



          15   slippery slope.  I hope that you recognize that.  Since I



          16   have a couple minutes -- or a couple seconds, jobs -- the



          17   real number of jobs from the application is 450 and



          18   approximately --



          19                  CHAIR DREW:  Your time is up.  Your time has



          20   been up.  Thank you.



          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Paul Krupin.



          22                  SPEAKER KRUPIN:  Good evening, everyone.  My



          23   name is Paul Krupin.  That's P-A-U-L, K-R-U-P-I-N.



          24             I am a retired environmental protection specialist



          25   with the BAN (inaudible) well-used law degree, over 40 years
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           1   of work experience in the Pacific Northwest, and I live in



           2   Kennewick, Washington.



           3                  CHAIR DREW:  Can we pause for a second,



           4   please?



           5                  SPEAKER KRUPIN:  Yes.



           6                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  I'm having trouble



           7   hearing you; if you can, speak more into the microphone.



           8   And if I'm having trouble, probably our court reporter is



           9   too.  And slow down just a tad.  Thank you.



          10                 SPEAKER KRUPIN:  I did submit my comments, and



          11   I'll -- I'm just going to read from them.  Okay.



          12             So on Tuesday, yesterday, President Biden said



          13   that climate change is a bigger threat to United (inaudible)



          14   than a nuclear war.  And Governor Inslee is on record



          15   committing to (inaudible) on greenhouse gas emissions.



          16             I have really serious doubts about the underlying



          17   need for this project and whether it can really contribute



          18   to any of these problems, you know, with meaningful



          19   solutions.  What does the best science really tell us?  How



          20   are we going to identify the good projects from the bad?  In



          21   other words, I cannot -- I respectfully want to cooperate to



          22   following the recommendation of EFSEC with concurrence of



          23   the governor in cooperation with the tribes and the local



          24   counties and cities (inaudible) commission with exceptional



          25   people who are appointed to independently investigate
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           1   studying (inaudible) difficult and complex problems caused



           2   by climate change.



           3             The members of this commission -- community



           4   commission should be selected using the best and the



           5   brightest approach to ensure independence from political



           6   influence and authority.  The commission should utilize



           7   their expertise and experience to consider and evaluate



           8   size-based limits and then issue scientific and



           9   project-specific findings and recommendations which can yet



          10   be used by decision makers.



          11             The commission should be charged with identifying



          12   (inaudible) and evaluating the validity of the purpose,



          13   meaning and underlying premises of energy projects.  The



          14   revision also evaluated project proposals and alternatives



          15   proposed by (inaudible).



          16             No formal action should be taken by EFSEC or the



          17   governor until the findings and recommendations regarding



          18   the validity of this purpose, meaning the projects, can be



          19   provided by the commission.  This commission should then



          20   prepare a report (inaudible) presentations, take public



          21   comments and then file these findings and conclusions that



          22   protect recommendations for consideration (inaudible)



          23   legislature integrated federal, state, tribal, local



          24   government agencies, tribal governments, public stakeholders



          25   and the public.
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           1             Thank you.



           2                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Clark



           4   Stolle.



           5                  SPEAKER STOLLE:  Good evening.  Clark,



           6   C-L-A-R-K; Stolle, S-T-O-L-L-E.



           7             Thank you for the opportunity to voice my



           8   opposition to the proposed project.  My family's lived in



           9   the Kennewick area for over 70 years.  We shared a feeling



          10   of pride with the Horse Heaven Hills, believing that they



          11   should be preserved as much as possible as part of the



          12   heritage of our area.



          13             Allowing this project to be built at the proposed



          14   locations has long-term consequences that will cause



          15   significant and irreparable harm to the environment and



          16   overall quality of life for an urban area of over 300,000



          17   people.



          18             There are two options proposed for this 25-mile



          19   long project running along Horse Heaven Hills' ridgeline.



          20   244 turbines of up to 500 feet or 150 of up to 670 feet



          21   tall.  Both create visual impacts that cannot be mitigated.



          22             This is not a visually aesthetic wind farm turning



          23   away in the middle of nowhere.  It's an industrial complex



          24   of enormous proportions of many components and impacts.



          25   These towers are going to be taller than a 60-story
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           1   building.  The Space Needle, Statue of Liberty, Washington



           2   Monument.  I think you get the picture.  They're big, and



           3   they're very visible.  If approved, our community will be



           4   forced to live within eyesight of the towers, and no one who



           5   lives here or visits can escape seeing them.



           6             I feel the EIS does not perform balance and



           7   serious analysis of the impacts that will be so detrimental



           8   to our community.  It glosses over tough economic issues and



           9   impacts on tourism, quality of life, land value, aesthetics,



          10   recreation and future development.  It fails to discuss the



          11   backlash wind farms are facing in California and other



          12   states.  And there's no discussion regarding alternative



          13   locations in Benton County, Eastern Washington, or other



          14   states.  It also appears the project will have no positive



          15   impact on climate change or carbon emissions in Washington,



          16   and any power generated is likely to be sent out of state.



          17   Scout selected a poor location far too close to a large,



          18   growing urban area, and our community should not have to pay



          19   the price for this bad decision.  It can and should be



          20   located further from urban areas.  Please deny this project.



          21             Thank you.



          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Harvey



          23   Faurlholt.



          24                  SPEAKER H. FAURHOLT:  Good evening.  My name



          25   is Harvey Faurholt.  H-A-R-V-E-Y, Faurholt, F as in Frank,
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           1   A-U-R-H-O-L-T as in tango.



           2             I'm a resident of Kennewick, and I've been a



           3   resident of Kennewick for about 50 years now.  There was



           4   something humorous, I saw it on -- so serious -- reading on



           5   the news off my iPhone.  And they were talking about, they



           6   lost about seven whales on the East Coast.  And they're



           7   worried that the wind turbines are causing the death of



           8   whales, and it's getting an awful lot of attention.  And I



           9   was thinking maybe if we were whales, we would get more



          10   attention than we're getting here by the State of



          11   Washington.



          12             We do not need more intermittent electricity in



          13   Benton County.  The electricity we have now is 90 percent



          14   renewable, which is probably the best in the country, if not



          15   the best in the world.  When, and if, the wind turbines are



          16   making electricity, the dams have to be shut down to



          17   accommodate the wind turbines, which is not good for the dam



          18   turbines.



          19             The wind turbines should be placed where the



          20   electricity is needed.  California, the State of Washington



          21   along the ocean, along the beaches, and I'm sure they would



          22   be happy to have them.



          23             When the wind turbines's useful life is completed



          24   or something better comes along to make -- for example, if



          25   something happened with -- with the -- without, excuse me --
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           1   why I stop sometimes -- nuclear energy, then they will have



           2   to be disposed of.  But they are not -- they are not



           3   biodegradable and will exist forever in the garbage dumps,



           4   if they make it that far.  They're an eyesore that we --



           5   that we will have to live with for the next ten, 20,



           6   30 years, and then -- they have enough money to take them



           7   down forever.



           8             As for the unions and people who want to have



           9   these put up, I can certainly understand their position.



          10   They want jobs as long as they -- as long as they're union



          11   jobs.



          12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Thank you.  Your



          13   time is up.  Appreciate it.  Please submit your comments in



          14   writing.



          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Victoria



          16   Faurholt.



          17                  SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT:  My name is Victoria



          18   Faurholt, V-I-C-T-O-R-I-A, F-A-U-R-H-O-L-T.



          19             I am -- my head's just spinning.  I listen to all



          20   these people, and they've given so -- all the facts.  Here



          21   is an article from Forbes magazine June 15, 2021:



          22   Washington State's Approaching Energy Crisis, Good



          23   Intentions Gone Wrong?



          24             The trouble stems from attempts to decarbonize our



          25   society, but just getting rid of them without a realistic
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           1   plan to replace them can do more harm than good.



           2             Wind power, I mean, I don't know who you guys are



           3   talking to, but it is not very effective.  In several



           4   studies, it shows there is a projected capacity, but with



           5   wind power, you don't get warmth in the winter -- you don't



           6   get movement in the winter or in the summer when it's really



           7   hot and it's really cold.  The actual capacity is



           8   seven percent.  That means of 500, you get 500 milliwatts



           9   out of 70 -- 7,100 milliwatts.



          10             But what I really don't understand is this push on



          11   us citizens.  I mean, we have protections for animals.  You



          12   keep your animal in the car and you get a ticket.  My cousin



          13   had to go to court.  You have -- not here.  Doesn't matter



          14   here.  All these animals, doesn't matter.  We have fines



          15   against noise pollution, all kinds of aesthetic pollutions



          16   doesn't matter here.  These things are ugly.



          17             We have neighborhoods here with rules and



          18   regulations.  Nobody cares here.  We have individual,



          19   personal help, like the man who was talking about COVID.



          20   Nobody cares here.  They do not care, and that is what is



          21   just upsetting me.



          22             And if --



          23                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.  I



          24   appreciate it.



          25                  SPEAKER V. FAURHOLT: Thank you.
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           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Paula



           2   Nolte.



           3                  CHAIR DREW:  After this speaker, we will take



           4   a five-minute break.



           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Do we have a Paula Nolte



           6   calling in?



           7             And I do hear an echo, so if you are not speaking,



           8   please make sure that you are muted.



           9             One more call for Paula Nolte.



          10                  CHAIR DREW:  Let's call her first after our



          11   five-minute break.  But let's take a five-minute break, give



          12   our court reporter a little bit of a chance, and we will be



          13   back at 6:03.



          14                       (Recess 5:58-6:03 p.m.)



          15                  CHAIR DREW:  Ms. Grantham, will you call the



          16   next -- I think we were going to try for the one who didn't



          17   answer right before the break.



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Correct.



          19             We are going to try and call on Paula Nolte one



          20   more time.



          21                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Go ahead to the next



          22   person.



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person is Karen



          24   Brun.



          25                  SPEAKER BRUN:  Can you hear me?
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           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.



           2                  SPEAKER BRUN:  Okay.  I'm Karen Brun,



           3   K-A-R-E-N; B as in baker, R-U, N as in Nancy.



           4             I'm opposed to this project.  The quantity and



           5   height of the proposed turbines and the proximity to a large



           6   metropolitan area, plus smaller communities, is



           7   unprecedented in Washington State, if not the entire



           8   country.  At two miles, 52.6 percent more Benton County



           9   residents will be impacted 24/7 by this than the other nine



          10   Washington counties combined where wind projects exist.



          11             At four miles, 110 percent more will be impacted.



          12             This is extremely disproportionate to the rest of



          13   the state.  Tri-Cities residents, including 40 percent who



          14   are people of color, are being asked to sacrifice our



          15   landscape, wildlife, habitat, and our way of life for the



          16   benefit of those on the west side and beyond.  This is



          17   social and environmental injustice in the extreme.



          18             Governor Inslee publicly stated at the recent



          19   climate change conference in Egypt that he thinks nimbyism



          20   has no place in Washington State.  If that is his



          21   philosophy, then why are 11 of the 13 EFSEC projects



          22   completed or in the pipeline located east of the Cascades?



          23   And how many applications did EFSEC reject because they were



          24   to be located on the west side?



          25             If Governor Inslee insists that citizens in
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           1   Eastern Washington accept the ecological disruption and



           2   sacrifice of our lifestyles to forest of industrial wind



           3   turbines and seas of solar panels, he needs to have more



           4   justification than 100 percent clean energy bragging rights.



           5   He needs to follow the science.



           6             The Western Resource Adequacy Program has proven



           7   that wind power in Washington has an effective capacity of 8



           8   to 11 percent when it's needed most.  What off-taker is



           9   going to sign a contract for so little?



          10             This project is going to cost much more



          11   environmentally, socially, and economically than it will



          12   ever return.  One just has to follow the money to see who



          13   truly benefits.



          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          15             Our next speaker is Jeff Banning.  Do we have a



          16   Jeff Banning on the line?



          17                  SPEAKER BANNING:  Can you guys hear me?



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  Thank you.



          19                  SPEAKER BANNING:  My name's Jeff Banning.  As



          20   a resident of Kennewick for over 20 years, I'm completely



          21   against constructing a wind farm so close to our growing



          22   community.  Excuse me.  There's no reason that this wind



          23   farm needs to be sited at the southern border of the



          24   Tri-Cities.  Eastern Washington has plenty of unpopulated



          25   open space available for these kinds of low density,
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           1   inefficient energy producers.



           2             Appendix Q, Visual Simulations, figure 81 A and B



           3   is what I would see every day as I drive to work, get



           4   groceries, walk the dog, mow my yard, or look out of my



           5   living room windows.



           6             Instead of the greens of the wheat fields in



           7   spring slowly fading into hues of yellow and brown over the



           8   summer, my view would be dominated by over 20 spinning,



           9   blinking monstrosities.  Part of the Tri-Cities allure is



          10   the open panoramic views of our vast shrub steppe ecosystem.



          11   244 wind turbines would make a mockery of that.



          12             If I bought a house within view of a wind farm,



          13   then that would be a choice I made, knowing full well going



          14   into the purchase.  Placing the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm



          15   at its proposed location is an insult to the many South



          16   Richland, Kennewick homeowners who chose this area



          17   specifically for the views of Badger Canyon and the feeling



          18   of openness as you look out of your house.



          19             I would much rather have a single, small modular



          20   reactor nuclear plant built in the same general location



          21   than hundreds of inefficient wind turbines and solar panels.



          22   And SMR may not have as large a name plate generation value,



          23   but we all know that wind and solar never generate their



          24   name plate values.  And a small modular reactor would give



          25   you consistent electrical output, versus a variable nature
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           1   of wind and solar.  In the winter, we can sometimes go weeks



           2   with the low cloud base and no wind.  There would be zero



           3   output from the Horse Heaven Hills wind and solar generators



           4   during those weeks.



           5             In closing, if the State of Washington feels the



           6   need to install renewable energy devices to meet carbon



           7   emission reduction goals, they need to do it far away from



           8   the major population centers of Eastern Washington.



           9             Thank you.



          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Please make sure you are



          11   muted if you are not called.



          12             The next person is Jim Conka.  Do we have a Jim



          13   Conka on the line?



          14             I will go on to the next person.  Kevin Self.



          15                  SPEAKER SELF:  Yes.  Kevin, K-E-V-I-N,



          16   S-E-L-F.  Can you hear me?



          17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.



          18                  SPEAKER SELF:  Okay.  Here I go.



          19             (Inaudible) draft EIS.  The draft EIS lacks



          20   critical information as required by law to inform all



          21   effective stakeholders.  This incomplete draft is not



          22   allowed the proper review, which places the opportunity to



          23   comment at a disadvantage.



          24             The draft EIS states the applicant would develop a



          25   final restoration plan.  By not providing this plan, the
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           1   stakeholder cannot comment on how it's going to be



           2   implemented.



           3             When referring to a requirement or a plan, the



           4   draft uses the non-committal word "would" rather than



           5   "will."  It uses it 5,200 times throughout the document.



           6             My personal objections to this project:  We built



           7   our home in Badger Canyon 12 years ago.  We moved here



           8   because of the openness, the country feel with endless views



           9   of rolling hills and unmatched sunsets.  We may not have the



          10   trees like the west side, but our rolling hills and



          11   wide-open views are equally as beautiful and irreplaceable.



          12             My objection to this project is 100 percent due to



          13   the adverse visual effects.  The thought of looking at these



          14   towers on our hilltops and the destruction of the natural



          15   beauty and the surreal settings is unthinkable.  Our views



          16   will forever be destroyed by the windmills scattered on our



          17   ridgelines with 600-foot towers will make our views look



          18   like an industrial park, similar to the pumpjacks in



          19   Bakersfield, California.



          20             This project is all about politics.  EFSEC became



          21   an independent state agency on June 30th, 2022.  State



          22   legislature passed the bill to authorize the change as an



          23   important step to achieve Governor Inslee's carbon neutral



          24   goals by 2045.



          25             Most of the 7 point 70 million (sic)
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           1   Washingtonians aren't aware of how or why it was changed.



           2   This new law was requested by the office of the governor to



           3   modernize EFSEC, giving them the authority to preempt all



           4   aspects of certification and regulations of energy



           5   facilities.  Our locally elected officials representing our



           6   city and county offices have no authority under this law.



           7   We, the people, have been stripped of our right to be



           8   represented.



           9             Now EFSEC has the power to come into any town in



          10   our state and overrule local government.  This is a result



          11   of a governor who has an aggressive green agenda that can



          12   only be achieved with radical measures (inaudible) Central



          13   and Eastern Washington are paying the price by forcing these



          14   projects into our backyard.



          15             The poorly prepared draft...(pause).



          16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on



          17   the list is Marilyn Dickenson.



          18                  SPEAKER DICKENSON:  Thank you.  I'm Marilyn



          19   Dickenson, M-A-R-I-L-Y-N, D-I-C-K-E-N-S-O-N.



          20             I am not in favor of this massive, intrusive wind



          21   turbine project.  Build nuclear plants, they are clean and



          22   provide consistent, stable energy.



          23             Thank you.



          24                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on



          25   the list is Pam Minelli.
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           1                  SPEAKER MINELLI:  I am Pam Minelli.  P-A-M, M



           2   as in Mary, I-N-E-L-L-I, and I'm a Kennewick resident.



           3             Many are asking, Why does the applicant want to



           4   cover over 100 square miles of the scenic Horse Heaven Hills



           5   with up to 244 whirring and flashing wind turbines as tall



           6   as Seattle's Space Needle?  Why here, when wind projects are



           7   usually placed in remote, rural locations?



           8             In chapter 1, page 5 of the DEIS, the applicant



           9   lists commercially viable above-average wind speeds as one



          10   reason for selecting the Horse Heaven Hills.



          11             To the contrary, a study by the Western Resource



          12   Adequacy Program, or RAP reports Washington-based wind power



          13   provided the lowest effective capacity of the Western U.S.



          14   and British Columbia during December into February.  And



          15   that during the hottest months, August and September,



          16   Washington wind capacity again declined.



          17             In other words -- cut, the wind doesn't blow



          18   enough here.



          19             The DEIS lists area landowners' willingness to



          20   participate in the project as another reason for selecting



          21   the Horse Heaven Hills, but fails to recognize the objection



          22   of local residents, Benton County commissioners, city



          23   councils, other elected officials, and more.



          24             Despite the science and local opposition, the



          25   applicant is committed to building this inefficient project
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           1   that is too close, too big, and too tall.  It's too close



           2   with 100,000 people living within six miles of the Horse



           3   Heaven turbines.  That's compared to about 19,000 people



           4   within six miles for all the other projects in the state



           5   combined.



           6             Instead of trees, 150 to 244 Space Needle-sized



           7   wind turbines with red flashing lights will be visible



           8   without the -- throughout the Tri-Cities and by tourists



           9   visiting our famous wineries.  It is so big that Washington



          10   Department of Fish and Wildlife fears it is impossible to



          11   effectively mitigate the environmental risks it poses to



          12   sensitive wildlife and some of the last remaining shrub



          13   steppe habitat in the state.



          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Your time is



          15   up.



          16             The next person I have is Patrick Grengs.



          17                  SPEAKER GRENGS:  Hello.  Can you hear me?



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.



          19                  SPEAKER GRENGS:  Excellent.  My name is



          20   Patrick Grengs, P-A-T-R-I-C-K, G-R-E-N-G-S.



          21             Speaking as a 30-year resident of the Tri-Cities



          22   and owner of 40 acres of farmland here in West Richland, I'm



          23   here to make clear my statement against any construction



          24   related to the Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm.



          25             First and foremost, wind turbines are not
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           1   economically viable.  Wind power is intermittent, as we all



           2   know.  Every watt of power produced by wind must be



           3   supplemented by back-up sources including hydro, nuclear,



           4   and a mix of hydrocarbons.  At a minimum, this doubles the



           5   cost of wind power.



           6             Second, wind power is neither green nor



           7   sustainable.  The wind blades must be replaced every 20 to



           8   25 years as a result of stress-fractured degradation.  Most



           9   of the turbines in the Columbia Gorge were installed during



          10   the period of 2005 through 2015, and many of these will need



          11   to be replaced starting in 2030.



          12             Recycling is not an economically viable option.



          13   Wind power is simply not sustainable.  Instead of



          14   desecrating our beautiful landscape in Eastern Washington,



          15   we should focus our efforts on preserving the fully green



          16   and clean hydropower that's in operation, as well as advance



          17   the build-out of safe nuclear reactors.  I submitted



          18   additional comments via email to EFSEC.



          19             In summary, I'm opposed to the Horse Heaven Hills



          20   Wind Project.  Thank you.



          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          22             Next, I have Rylan Grimes.  Is there a Rylan



          23   Grimes on the line?



          24                  SPEAKER GRIMES:  Yeah.  Can you hear me?



          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you now.
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           1                  SPEAKER GRIMES:  Okay.  My name is Rylan



           2   Grimes.  R-Y-L-A-N, G-R-I-M-E-S.



           3             I'm a lifelong resident of the Tri-Cities, and I'm



           4   a representative of the IBW Local 112, and we represent



           5   1,300 electricians in Southeastern Washington that would



           6   greatly benefit from the jobs that will be created by this



           7   project.



           8             My brothers and sisters of IBW 112 have been at



           9   the forefront of green energy production, including a recent



          10   repower at the Vansycle Wind Project in Athena, Oregon,



          11   successfully extending the life of the towers down there.



          12   My brothers and sisters built the first wind and solar



          13   project in America that could put power on the grid 24/7



          14   through battery storage in Lexington, Oregon, last year.



          15   Low cost power is the key to attracting new industries to



          16   the area, and we need the supply -- we need the supply in



          17   any form it takes.



          18             My brothers and sisters depend on a steady stream



          19   of construction jobs, and denying this project not only deny



          20   them these jobs, but future jobs, as well, as industry turns



          21   away from the area.



          22             I understand a desire to build this project far



          23   from view, but I would ask those opposed how long their



          24   commute to work is.  Many of my brothers and sisters drive



          25   an hour and a half one way to work every day.  This would be
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           1   a welcome change of pace for many of them.



           2             IBW Local 112 and I support this project.



           3   Thank you.



           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           5             Our next person is Darrell Osborn.



           6                  SPEAKER OSBORN:  Yes.  Darrell Osborn.



           7   D-A-R-R-E-L-L.  Last name Osborn, O-S-B-O-R-N.



           8             Okay.  What I would start with, at the beginning



           9   of this call we took a roll call.  What I noticed absent was



          10   anybody representing public health.  And I call that to



          11   attention, both the audible and inaudible effects on nearby



          12   locales, and the well-documented cases in other areas in



          13   which they are finding neurological conditions and other



          14   things that have been continued to be researched and trying



          15   to attribute exactly where these seemingly new conditions



          16   are arising from, which just happen to be nearby wind farms.



          17   This has happened in the mainland all over the US and as far



          18   out as Hawaii and the North Shore.



          19             Secondly, we talk about some of the goals of the



          20   county and our public lands, kind of designation goal No. 3



          21   is conserve visually prominent, naturally vegetated steep



          22   slopes and elevated ridges at the Columbia Basin landscape



          23   and our nuclear product of the ice age.  That's a goal.  I



          24   don't believe that this project maintains that goal of



          25   preserving the landscape.
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           1             Another note in the document is that this is four



           2   miles south of Kennewick.  I'm not sure exactly the point



           3   they used in Kennewick, but as Kennewick continues to



           4   expand, as someone already previously noted, this is upwards



           5   of three quarters of a mile from residents.  And as we



           6   continue to expand out the Badger Canyon area in helping



           7   developments continue to grow, I'm all for clean energy,



           8   just not at the expense of the residents and the way of



           9   life.



          10             I commute a long ways.  I don't think a shorter



          11   commute is a good reason for a couple of electricians to



          12   damage our environment and our infrastructure.



          13             Thank you for having me.



          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person on the



          15   list is Jason Lohr.



          16                  SPEAKER LOHR:  Hello, can you hear me?



          17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.



          18                  SPEAKER LOHR:  J-A-S-O-N, L-O-H-R.  Thank you



          19   all for having me.



          20             I think what I'd like to talk about is, I am an



          21   electrician.  I've lived here most of my life, and I'm --



          22   it's depressing to hear so many of my fellow citizens



          23   belittle and diminish my profession and those of nine



          24   percent of our citizens here locally.  We account for about



          25   nine percent of workers and a heck of a lot more than that
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           1   of the economy.  Construction is a great deal of our economy



           2   out here.



           3             I hear a lot about, these jobs are temporary.



           4   Construction is temporary.  I build things, and then they're



           5   built, and then I go build something else.  My job is



           6   important.  All of our jobs are important.  I do not think



           7   it is a genuine, viable argument that jobs aren't important



           8   because they won't last for ten years.  It is a huge portion



           9   of our economy and is the way myself and an awful lot of



          10   people feed our families.  So I really don't like hearing,



          11   Who cares about a couple of electricians, particularly from



          12   elected officials.



          13             Now, with the rest of my time I guess I'd like to



          14   bring up a couple of weird things I've heard.  I recommend



          15   you Google wind turbine syndrome because all the results are



          16   basically, it doesn't exist.



          17             Do solar panels vaporize birds mid flight?  No.



          18   That's absurd.



          19             I have worked in wind and solar projects.  I find



          20   it interesting that there's a bunch of people that looked up



          21   some things that would confirm their bias on the Internet,



          22   and we haven't heard from anybody who is an expert in any of



          23   these fields.



          24             I have worked in these places.  I haven't seen any



          25   dead birds.  I haven't seen any huge environmental impacts.
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           1   I've seen crops growing right underneath these things, and I



           2   personally think it's unacceptable for a couple of



           3   homeowners to move to the edge of the city and point out



           4   their kitchen window and say, That's it.  Nobody ever gets



           5   to build anything there because I bought a house over here.



           6             Thank you.



           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on



           8   the list is Valerie Miller.  Do we have a Valerie Miller on



           9   the line?



          10                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Can you hear me okay?



          11                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.



          12                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Hello?  Okay.  This is



          13   Valerie Miller.  My name is V-A-L-E-R-I-E, M-I-L-L-E-R.



          14             I just want to first say I am just so amazed at



          15   the effort that our community members have put in to really



          16   researching and studying what is going to go into this



          17   windmill project.  I mean, it takes a lot of time and



          18   resources to do that.



          19             I know I've been doing my best, and I'm a busy mom



          20   of four.  And I'm very concerned because these are going to



          21   go up in our backyard, and I've never heard of such a big



          22   wind farm ever.  So this is very new to everyone.



          23             And the gentleman that just spoke, no one -- no



          24   one is downplaying jobs or electricians or diminishing what



          25   they do, but the concern for the rest of the citizens is how
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           1   sustainable these are, how reliable they are.



           2             I mean, everything I have read, there's no -- no



           3   one's been able to recycle these materials, so I don't



           4   understand how they're considered green for energy.  I mean,



           5   it doesn't seem like anything about them is green.  I mean,



           6   I'm concerned that if we look far enough down the road,



           7   these things are going to become landfills and skeletons in



           8   our community and eventually could create, basically, a



           9   ghost town with all the effects that it creates.  I mean,



          10   nobody really knows.  Right?



          11             And I understand that I don't have the skills or



          12   knowledge about all that goes on with our environment, but



          13   from what I read in the EFSEC study, it sounded like the



          14   study didn't come up with a good reason why the wind farm



          15   shouldn't be in either.  And that's a concern to me because



          16   that's what the government is going to be reading.  Right?



          17             And so I really hope that EFSEC will help us to



          18   help them understand these concerns that we all have and



          19   that we want to create something that's going to be



          20   sustainable for all of us for the future, you know, looking



          21   far enough down the road --



          22                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.



          23   Thank you very much.



          24                  SPEAKER MILLER:  Thank you.



          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on
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           1   the list is Josh Miller.  Do we have a Josh Miller on the



           2   line?



           3                  SPEAKER J. MILLER:  Yes.  Hello?



           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.



           5                  SPEAKER J. MILLER:  So, you know, my biggest



           6   concern on this project is, again, it seems like it's a



           7   project that well may provide some initial short-term



           8   benefits.



           9             The long-term repercussions of the project could



          10   be disastrous.  You look at some of the projects in other



          11   areas of the country, such as in California and on the east



          12   coast.  Many of these states no longer allow these big



          13   projects to even occur because they've seen the detriment of



          14   long-term impacts.



          15             I mean, you look in Southern California, these



          16   huge farms that are now wind farms that are now, in a large



          17   part, non-functional, because the long-term implications of



          18   what they were doing were never completely thought through.



          19             If you were to do any type of a project like this,



          20   there needs to be a guaranteed -- basically, a



          21   responsibility of the company, where they have to dismantle



          22   these if they don't work or if they're not in use for a



          23   certain period of time.  And that money needs to already be



          24   collected, so it's not something they could pay in the



          25   future; it's guaranteed that they will take care of their
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           1   own waste.



           2             Again, as has been mentioned before, the wind



           3   blades are highly toxic, can only be placed in a couple of



           4   different landfills in the country.  This is not something



           5   that is easily taken care of.



           6             These windmills have a very limited lifespan.



           7   They don't last forever.  They last for, usually, a little



           8   more than a decade or two at best based on a lot of the



           9   research.  And again, you're going to create large areas



          10   that have significant environmental impact, and that doesn't



          11   even go into some of the impact on the animal species in



          12   this area, the migratory patterns and things along those



          13   lines.



          14             So I'm strongly opposed to this project, as I see



          15   the detrimental impact it has on the community, particularly



          16   in the long-term.  It is enormous.  And particularly on our



          17   environment, these are an environmental disaster; once these



          18   things are no longer functional, trying to figure out what



          19   to do with these toxic blades, these big eyesores, and



          20   basically trying to figure out how to manage them.



          21             So thank you very much for your time.  I



          22   appreciate everybody's effort.



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          24             The next person I have is Cathy Dechter.



          25                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  She is not available this

�



                                                                          59







           1   evening.



           2                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Okay.  Sam Dechter, you



           3   are the next person on the list.



           4                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  That is -- that is me.



           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Perfect.  Go ahead.



           6                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  S-A-M, D-E-C-H-T-E-R.



           7             I am opposed to the Horse Heaven Wind Farm



           8   Project.  The Horse Heaven Wind Farm Project proposes



           9   construction operation of a combined wind and solar power



          10   renewable energy facility only four miles south of Kennewick



          11   and stretches for 20 miles along the Horse Heaven Hills.



          12             The product of this project, electricity, will not



          13   be used in the local area and will, in fact, most likely be



          14   shipped out of Washington.  Once construction is complete,



          15   the high-paying jobs will cease.  However, the several



          16   hundred huge wind turbines, up to 500 feet or more tall,



          17   will be around for many years negatively impacting the



          18   citizens living nearby and the area's wildlife.



          19             Final approval for the Horse Heaven Wind Farm



          20   Project should rest with Benton County and other local



          21   government agencies.  This would more appropriately reflect



          22   the desires, concerns, values and priorities of the local



          23   community.



          24             Similarly, determination of satisfactory



          25   operational performance to meet permitted conditions and
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           1   operational parameters should be in the hands of local



           2   agencies and not in the hands of the facility



           3   owner/operator.



           4             Second, if the project is allowed to proceed, it



           5   should be moved away from the crest of the Horse Heaven



           6   Hills and relocated southward, several miles toward the



           7   Columbia River, where it will not be visible from the



           8   Tri-Cities and will not present an eyesore to our citizens



           9   and visitors.



          10             Remember HD Wells' War of the Worlds when the



          11   martians invaded.  I am concerned for the wildlife that will



          12   be displaced by construction and operation of this project.



          13   I am concerned also for the birds that will be endangered



          14   and destroyed by the operating wind turbine blades and will



          15   have their historic flight patterns disrupted and breeding



          16   grounds destroyed.



          17             If we can fight to protect our salmon, we should



          18   fight equally as hard to protect our birds and other



          19   wildlife.



          20             Our highly desirable scenic views, important to



          21   local business and attractive to out-of-town visitors will



          22   be lost.  This will negatively impact the local and regional



          23   economy through the loss of business, loss of visitors and



          24   loss of revenue.



          25                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay, thank you.  Your time is
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           1   up.



           2                  SPEAKER DECHTER:  Thank you.



           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have on



           4   the list is Ross Marturano.  I believe he is in person at



           5   Benton County.



           6                  SPEAKER MARTURANO:  My name is Ross, R-O-S-S,



           7   Marturano, M-A-R-T-U-R-A-N-O.



           8             It's difficult not to incorporate all of the



           9   thoughts already mentioned, so I just want to add some



          10   additional thoughts.



          11             I worked in Manhattan 35 years.  Manhattan is 17



          12   miles long.  This project is 25 miles long.  70 of the



          13   structures are taller than the skyscrapers in Manhattan, so



          14   we are essentially creating a Manhattan along the southern



          15   part of Kennewick County -- or Benton County.



          16             Additionally, none of the power is required within



          17   this area.  We are 100 percent renewable in Benton County.



          18   We do not use coal, {inaudible} hydroelectric, no natural



          19   gas, {inaudible} to ten percent nuclear.  No petroleum is



          20   used in generation of the power.  So we're essentially a



          21   green community now.



          22             So why would this project be put in this location



          23   when it's not necessary locally?  There's no insurance that



          24   the power will be used locally, and it's strictly only a



          25   profit incentive in doing this project.
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           1             So I'm strongly against this project for aesthetic



           2   reasons and for common sense.  And I thank you for your



           3   time.



           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           5             The next person I have is Diane McDaniel.



           6                  SPEAKER MCDANIEL:  Yes.  Diane McDaniel.



           7   D-I-A-N-E; last name is McDaniel, M-C-D-A-N-I-E-L.



           8             My family moved to the Tri-Cities in 1973 when my



           9   father was transferred here to work on the Ice Harbor Dam.



          10   He was career Army Corps of Engineers.  He would work on



          11   dams throughout the west and up and down the Columbia and



          12   Snake Rivers.



          13             When Dad transferred to his next assignment, my



          14   brothers and sisters and I would stay here.  We would put



          15   down roots, marry and have kids and grandkids here in the



          16   Tri-Cities.



          17             The growth of the Tri-Cities I've witnessed since



          18   1973 is beyond incredible, and the past years have been even



          19   bigger, although not always the best jobs for working



          20   people.  That's why we need to support new energy that can



          21   power those good-paying manufacturing jobs.  Most can't



          22   afford the home on the hilltop.



          23             What I ask of EFSEC is to include in their review



          24   how the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center's electricity would



          25   contribute clean power to our local region needs.  Many
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           1   folks like to complain, and we've heard a little bit on the



           2   call tonight about California and others, BPA selling our



           3   power, turning each other against outsiders.  And, well,



           4   let's just set that aside for now.



           5             The truth is we need more of everything.  My



           6   family, we were dams, from the Libby Dam, to Ice Harbor, to



           7   John Day, up and down.  And we all worked on Hanford, but we



           8   need more.  And we need to attract new manufacturing to the



           9   Tri-Cities area, and I think this project will help do that.



          10             Thank you for your consideration of my comments.



          11                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          12             Up next, I have Greg Gales.



          13                  SPEAKER GALES:  Hello.  Can you hear me?



          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.



          15                  SPEAKER GALES:  My name is Greg Gales,



          16   G-A-L-E-S.



          17             And I speak in favor of this project.  Like it was



          18   said by the electrician earlier, Rylan Grimes, that it would



          19   provide income for the local community.  It would also --



          20   this project would also contribute an estimated 260 million



          21   in new tax revenue for our community.



          22             So I guess I don't understand the other comments



          23   that -- why they wouldn't be in support of that to be able



          24   to grow Tri-Cities.



          25             So that's what I'd like to say is, I do support
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           1   the project.  Thank you.



           2                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, I have Graham



           3   Zimmerman.



           4                  SPEAKER ZIMMERMAN:  Hi, this is Graham.



           5   Graham Zimmerman.  G-R-A-H-A-M, Z-I-M-M-E-R-M-A-N.



           6             I am a professional mountain climber and the



           7   alliance manager at Protect our Winters.  I've made first



           8   ascents from Alaska to the Karakorum, feats that have



           9   resulted in awards, including the gold medal of alpine



          10   climbing, called the Piolet d'Or, and a role as the board



          11   president of the American Alpine Club.



          12             I also work full-time at Protect our Winters to



          13   engage our over 200 athletes, creative scientists and



          14   business leaders to mobilize the 15 million alpine



          15   enthusiasts in the United States, which (inaudible) the



          16   outdoor state, to advance non-partisan climate solutions



          17   that protect all communities and the places that we love to



          18   recreate.



          19             I'm Zooming in today from Bend, Oregon, where I am



          20   based, but I grew up in Edmonds, Washington, and the



          21   beautiful Cascades is where I fell in love with climbing.



          22   These days I'm in Washington frequently to visit my family



          23   and to visit those incredible mountains.



          24             I'm here on behalf of Protect our Winters, my



          25   family and community in Washington to provide support for
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           1   the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center.  Having studied



           2   glaciers in university and spent the majority of my life



           3   exploring environments, I've witnessed the impacts of



           4   climate change firsthand and the mountains worldwide, very



           5   much including Washington.  These impacts have crept into



           6   the lower elevations in the form of wildfires, strong storm



           7   systems and heatwaves.  All of these have expanded the



           8   climate issue to encompass massive impacts on community



           9   health.



          10             As you will see in our written public comment,



          11   without utility scale projects like this, dramatically



          12   decreasing snowpack and extended wildfire seasons will



          13   continue to threaten Washington's $6.3 billion outdoor



          14   recreation economy and the health of all Washingtonians.



          15             In conclusion, I urge you, on behalf of the



          16   members of the outdoor state and all Washingtonians who



          17   value clean air, community health and economic prosperity,



          18   to move the Horse Heaven Project to its construction phase



          19   and issue all pending approvals on the project.



          20             Thank you.



          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          22             Next, we have Brent Strecker.



          23                  SPEAKER STRECKER:  Yes.  Brent Strecker



          24   B-R-E-N-T, S-T-R-E-C-K-E-R.



          25             Benton County's been my home for over 50 years,
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           1   and my family live within one mile of the proposed turbines.



           2   I enjoy outdoors and have hiked and biked the Horse Heaven



           3   Hills my entire life.



           4             I see first-hand the wildlife that will be



           5   affected by the turbines.  There's an owl couple that hoots



           6   from our rooftops during the night, and I see hawks almost



           7   every time out riding or biking.  I generally see flocks of



           8   seagulls or Sandhill Cranes and geese flyover year-round.



           9   One time, this last December, the sky was filled with flocks



          10   and birds for as far as I could see in all directions.  Some



          11   of the flocks had 500 to 1,000 birds in them, all headed



          12   through the proposed turbine area.



          13             Industrial wind turbines are not a novelty or a



          14   celebration of -- symbol of the environmental virtue many of



          15   Eastern Washingtonians who live within them as an intruding



          16   presence along every path we travel in and out of our



          17   community and as a backdrop to our favorite fishing,



          18   hunting, hiking and sightseeing destinations.



          19             The idea that my wife and I have to live within



          20   this intruding presence of the forest and industrial wind



          21   turbines in our backyard every time we step outside, day or



          22   night, it's dispiriting and, frankly, downright depressing,



          23   particularly when you consider that Washington state is



          24   already one of the top renewable energy producers in the



          25   nation and that unreliable wind farms will do little to
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           1   nothing to solve the real problem with increasing blackout



           2   risk within our -- facing Washington State citizens.



           3             There are many reasons the turbine towers over the



           4   Tri-Cities are just wrong.  For instance, my estimate, this



           5   project would reuse around 20,000 gallons of oil annually,



           6   but the reason -- the one reason that should be most



           7   considered is the western regency protection research



           8   because it directly addresses how the turbines in our area



           9   will operate.  Thank you.



          10                  CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you for your



          11   comments.  Your time is up.  You can send the rest in



          12   writing.



          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, we have Jerry



          14   Strickler.  Do we have a Jerry Strickler on the line?



          15             I will call the next person.  Rick Dunn.



          16                  SPEAKER DUNN:  Yeah.  Good evening.  Rick



          17   Dunn.  R-I-C-K, D-U-N-N.  I'm the general manager of Benton



          18   PUD and a longtime citizen of Benton County.



          19             It's common sense to recognize the intermittency



          20   and variability of the wind power is a significant



          21   deficiency when the power grid is expected to deliver



          22   continuous and uninterrupted electricity no matter what the



          23   weather.



          24             The question is, can you assign a number to this



          25   deficiency?  And the answer is yes, and utilities in the
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           1   Northwest have done it.  In response to increasing risk at



           2   Northwest power grid blackouts driven by rapid coal plant



           3   retirements and no plans for reliable replacements, Benton



           4   PUD joined a consortium of utilities in an effort, called



           5   the Western Resource Adequacy Program, also known as WRAP.



           6             One major objective of the WRAP was to adopt



           7   common grid reliability planning and analysis standards,



           8   including calculating what percentage of installed wind farm



           9   generating capacity located in certain geographic areas can



          10   be counted on when electricity demand is highest.



          11             What the WRAP team determined is Washington wind



          12   farms are expected to provide the lowest effective winter



          13   capacity than any region analyzed, by a factor of more than



          14   two to three depending on the month.  In the worst case,



          15   utilities who add Washington wind to their portfolio will



          16   only be allowed to use eight percent of the maximum



          17   generating capacity possible as credit toward their January



          18   dependable supply inventory.



          19             The 850 megawatt Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm



          20   boundary area is  over 72,000 acres, but the project would



          21   only be credited by the WRAP for 68 megawatts of



          22   January-effective capacity.  It would take more than seven



          23   projects the size of the Horse Heaven project to provide



          24   effective capacity-based, single clean burning and



          25   dependable natural gas power plant occupying 15 to 20 acres.
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           1             Utility engineers like myself have been backed



           2   into a corner by politicians who are now designing the power



           3   grid to their liking.  There's no doubt wind farms are going



           4   to be built.  But if you still think the matters should



           5   matter, Washington wind farms should be low on the list of



           6   the alternatives, or in the case of the Horse Heaven Wind



           7   Farm, removed from the list.  Thank you.



           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           9             Next, I have Jacque Fuller or Jack Fuller.  Do I



          10   have a Jacque Fuller on the line?



          11             I will go on to the next person.  Mike Bosse.



          12                  SPEAKER BOSSE:  Thank you.  Mike Bosse.



          13   M-I-K-E, B-O-S-S-E.



          14             Developing the project's hybrid combination of



          15   wind, solar and battery storage applications will create as



          16   many as 930 jobs for skilled construction workers.  Through



          17   building of local access roads and foundations to support



          18   the technology, the project will employ crane operators,



          19   electricians and skilled laborers.



          20             The project will be a significant source of



          21   employment in the local area.  The jobs required by this



          22   project are high-paying, family wage opportunities.



          23   Economic impact studies examining the projects estimated the



          24   typical income per worker during the construction phase will



          25   be $113,500.  That's nearly 60 percent higher than the
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           1   average regional compensation across industries and 37



           2   percent higher than the compensation in the construction



           3   industry for Benton and Franklin Counties.



           4             The studies also show that a -- at full build-out,



           5   the project could amount to at least 73 million in labor



           6   income and 143 million in total economic output.  Following



           7   construction, the project will also create a combination --



           8   a combined direct, indirect and induced total of 56



           9   long-term high paying jobs during the estimated 30-year



          10   lifespan.



          11             I'd also like to add that I'm happy to hear



          12   there's so much support on this forum for nuclear power, as



          13   that will probably be coming up in the near future as well.



          14             Thank you for your time.



          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          16             Next, I have Mark Morton.  Is Mark Morton on the



          17   line?  I recall seeing him in the chat.  I will call one



          18   more time for Mark Morton.



          19             Okay.  I will call the next person.  I have Manuel



          20   Seubert.



          21                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  Oh, yeah.  Hello, can you



          22   hear me?



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.



          24                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  This is Manuel Seubert,



          25   M-A-N-U-E-L, S-E-U-B-E-R-T.
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           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Go ahead.



           2                  SPEAKER SEUBERT:  I already submitted



           3   comments in writing, so I'll keep it short.



           4             I agree with a lot of the comments against a wind



           5   farm here, blinking lights and waste of space, when nuclear



           6   power is a lot more efficient.  But I'm also a local



           7   paragliding pilot who flies on that ridge, basically, on



           8   every opportunity that I get.  The wind is very variable.



           9   Sometimes it's way too strong; sometimes there's absolutely



          10   no wind, which, you know, affects wind power generation



          11   probably as well.



          12             But I'm also concerned about the effect of the



          13   turbines on paragliding pilots.  Not the risk of getting



          14   hit, per se, but how much turbulence is after the turbines;



          15   how much does the winter ones affect, you know, the wind,



          16   downwind of the buildings.



          17             That was not addressed in any of the comments in



          18   the environmental statement, at least I haven't seen it.



          19   They mention a lot of paragliding spots, but none of those



          20   spots are used, except for Kiona, which is right -- the same



          21   which -- where the wind turbines are planned to be built.



          22             So just something to keep in mind.



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          24             Next, I have Cisco Elguezabal.  Apologies.



          25                  SPEAKER ELGUEZABAL:  Nope, you got it pretty
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           1   close.  Cisco, C-I-S-C-O.  Last name, E-L-G-U-E-Z-A-B-A-L.



           2             Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.



           3   I'm the business manager of Labors Local 348.  I represent



           4   over 1,200 hardworking men and women in Eastern and Central



           5   Washington.



           6             Horse Heaven Clean Energy Project will result in



           7   approximately 1,000 local union construction jobs, 56



           8   long-term family permanent jobs.



           9             Scout Clean has also committed to the use of a



          10   apprenticeship utilization for 15 percent of labor hours.



          11   We already have trained, qualified men and women to do the



          12   renewable projects, so we are in full support of this



          13   project.  Thank you.



          14                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, we have Russell



          15   Walker.



          16                  SPEAKER WALKER:  Good evening.  Russell



          17   Walker, R-U-S-S-E-L-L, W-A-L-K-E-R.



          18             I commend this council on the thorough analysis



          19   visual impact included in the DEIS for the Horse Heaven



          20   Clean Energy Center.  This approach is based on a factual



          21   and sound methodology, a forthright accounting of how the



          22   project's visual impacts will vary widely in different



          23   distances between key observation points.  A clear



          24   mitigation measure is to avoid and minimize the most



          25   significant potential visual obstructions.
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           1             This impartial science-based approach is needed,



           2   particularly considering many of the emotional and



           3   inaccurate appeals that have been made about the project.



           4             It is true that individuals may have a difference



           5   in opinion about what our region's landscape ought to look



           6   like.  It's also true that wind turbines are prominent



           7   features which will be seen by many, may elicit subjective



           8   reactions.  But by relocating the project's proposed



           9   turbines in the foreground areas of non-participating



          10   residents and other sensitive viewing locations, the counsel



          11   is ensuring the most significant impacts will be mitigated.



          12             It is also important to clarify that the proposed



          13   project layout keeps much of the turbans out of sight from



          14   key population centers.  This has been demonstrated through



          15   several visual simulations which demonstrate where the



          16   turbines would be in relation to specific viewpoints, but



          17   the current mitigation strategies identified by the DEIS, we



          18   need best practices for minimizing view shed impacts.  Any



          19   reactions raised from the project's visual impacts should be



          20   considered subjective.  They were also very widely based on



          21   distance and viewpoint.



          22             These differences and opinions certainly shouldn't



          23   raise the standard of further regulatory intervention.  I



          24   highly encourage this council to carefully balance these



          25   dynamics against a significant contribution to the Horse
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           1   Heaven Clean Energy Center, which will make for achieving



           2   our state's climate agenda, curbing the impacts of climate



           3   change and achieving the region's clean energy goals.



           4   Thank you.



           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, I have Kathryn



           6   Tominey.  Do I have a Kathryn Tominey on the line?



           7                  SPEAKER TOMINEY:  Yes.



           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.



           9                  SPEAKER TOMINEY:  Okay.  Kathryn Tominey.



          10   K-A-T-H-R-Y-N; Tominey, T-O-M-I-N-E-Y.



          11             I'm supporting the program, the combination of



          12   wind turbines, solar and high capacity storage batteries.



          13   It's a great combination.  It's not the only solution, but



          14   it will certainly help the area.



          15             I came here from college in February of 1968, 55



          16   years ago.  So I've lived here 55 years, and, yes, there are



          17   lots of things that look different now than they did then.



          18   Drive from Bend to the Columbia River, drive from Manastash



          19   Ridge to Cle Elum, drive from Walla Walla and you'll see



          20   wind turbines.  World did not come to an end.



          21             It is -- I hope the EIS will put some information



          22   into -- regarding the existing implemented recycling



          23   technology for wind turbine blades.  It's not a maybe.  It's



          24   being done as we speak.



          25             I also hope the EIS will address or cover the
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           1   potential of the solar panels to support farmers who want to



           2   implement agrivoltaics.  And many -- many of the speakers



           3   may not have focused on this, but the owners of the land --



           4   farmers -- will also benefit from the steady stream of



           5   revenue from electricity to stabilize their farming coms and



           6   make it easier for them to stay on the farm.  I grew up on a



           7   farm, so I know something.



           8             That's all I have to say.  I think it's a good



           9   idea, and I hope it proceeds.  Thank you.



          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          11             Next, I have Barbara Buckmaster.



          12                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Hello.



          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Hello, is this Barbara?



          14                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Yes, it is.



          15                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Go ahead.  We can hear



          16   you.



          17                  SPEAKER BUCKMASTER:  Thank you for your time.



          18   Barbara Buckmaster.  B-A-R-B-A-R-A, Buckmaster,



          19   B-U-C-K-M-A-S-T-E-R.



          20             Pleased do not allow Scout Clean Energy to ruin



          21   our most beautiful Horse Heaven landscaping by constructing



          22   wind turbines.



          23             I own 200 acres -- a 200-acre farm that borders



          24   the base up the hills where the turbines are proposed to be



          25   erected.  I really do worry that this will lower the value
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           1   of my property for years to come.  I'm concerned about the



           2   flashing lights that will be nothing but a nuisance at



           3   night, and they are monstrous eyesores.



           4             And I truly believe they will affect our habitat,



           5   and so goes the list of our complaints.  I was strong -- I



           6   was approached by Scout Clean Energy when they first came to



           7   our community hunting for a pathway to transport their power



           8   to the power grid.  And truly, at first it seemed like it



           9   was a great idea, says this country is working to clean up



          10   our environment.



          11             Once I really started to look into this and after



          12   legal advice and advice from community developers, I felt it



          13   was best that I ran, and I ran fast.



          14             I do not feel Scout Clean Energy has this



          15   community in heart.  What they have at heart is the



          16   opportunity to line their pockets and the pockets of their



          17   investors.



          18             They came to our area scouting for a sweet place



          19   to install their turbines, and what -- that we really don't



          20   need at this time.  We have an abundance of power.  We have



          21   nuclear power and we have hydropower already in this area,



          22   and when the time arrives when this community needs support



          23   from -- our community will support anyone when it's time



          24   that we really need the extra power.



          25             But why?  Why do we need to agree to this when we
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           1   really do not need this windmill in our area at this time?



           2   Oh, sure, yes, everybody, I've heard you.  We will have



           3   extra jobs.



           4                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  Your time is up.



           5             Thank you.



           6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Next, I have Kathryn



           7   Knutson.



           8                  SPEAKER KNUTSON:  Can you hear me?



           9                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.



          10                  SPEAKER KNUTSON:  Kathryn Knutson,



          11   K-A-T-H-R-Y-N, K-N-U-T-S-O-N.



          12             From the research I've done, I think that the



          13   Horse Heaven Hills Wind Farm will have negative consequences



          14   for the endangered Washington state ferruginous hawks and



          15   the sensitive areas the hawk needs to be able to hunt and



          16   nest in.



          17             And as I stated before in my previous comments



          18   submitted to you, the Horse Heaven Wind Farm has no



          19   meaningful compensation proposals, nor any real mitigation



          20   efforts for the negative effects suffered from the proposed



          21   wind farm for the hawk.



          22             So please do not approve this industrial-sized



          23   wind farm, the endangered Washington state ferruginous hawk



          24   should not be sacrificed to meet the green energy goals set



          25   forth by Washington State.
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           1             In addition, the US Wildlife Service estimates



           2   that between 140,000 and 500,000 bird deaths occur at wind



           3   farms each year.  And the most significant threat is posed



           4   to species of the large threatened and high conservation



           5   value birds such as the Washington state ferruginous hawk.



           6             In addition, my farm is within a couple of miles,



           7   probably less, of this massive wind farm, and my farm is in



           8   a conservation reserve program for the ferruginous hawk.



           9             So that's why I have concerns about this -- of



          10   this massive project and how it's going to affect what I'm



          11   doing.  Thank you.



          12                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



          13             We will take a break now for five minutes and come



          14   back at 7:04.



          15                       (Recess 6:59-7:04 p.m.)



          16                  CHAIR DREW:  While we're finished with our



          17   break, we'll call the next speaker.



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  The next person I have is



          19   Barbara Thompson.



          20                  SPEAKER THOMPSON:  How do I unmute this?  Am



          21   I unmuted?



          22                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No, you're not on mute.



          23   We can hear you.



          24                  SPEAKER HERKE:  Okay.  My name is Barbara



          25   Thompson.  B-A-R-B-A-R-A, T-H-O-M-P-S-O-N.
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           1             I am against the turbine intrusive wind turbine



           2   project.  I heard the gentleman speak a little bit earlier



           3   about how they parasail, paraglide off of Heaven Hills, and



           4   I can attest to that because they've landed in my backyard.



           5   And we actually have a lot of paragliders who use Horse



           6   Heaven Hills to recreate in.



           7             The other -- I've already submitted most of my



           8   comments, but one of the things that blares out to me is



           9   that all of the wildlife and protected species, in the



          10   1990s, a whole logging industry was shut down for the



          11   spotted owl, and I don't understand how all these rules can



          12   be submitted and changed to put in a wind farm, solar farm,



          13   and willy-nilly make these changes.



          14             So later on in an agricultural area like this and



          15   they put in an industry like that, it -- political climate



          16   changes in the state to be able to go and put other



          17   industries in agricultural areas.



          18             And I'd also like to know about the economics of



          19   it, since they've been building wind farms -- 2004, there is



          20   a number that popped up in one of the articles that I was



          21   reading that they spent $90 billion on wind farms, and yet



          22   they only contribute seven percent of our nation's total



          23   electrical energy needs.  Their lifespan is only 10 to 20



          24   years, and at the end of their operation, they have to be



          25   decommissioned, all tracked to the midwest and buried in

�



                                                                          80







           1   special landfills.



           2             I don't understand nuclear power --



           3                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.



           4                  SPEAKER THOMPSON:  Thank you very much.



           5                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



           6                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           7             Next, I have Carl Baker.  Do we have a Carl Baker



           8   on the line?  Oh, we can hear you.



           9                  SPEAKER BAKER:  Thank you.  Carl Baker.



          10   C-A-R-L, B-A-K-E-R.



          11             And I'm in favor of the project.  I'm pretty



          12   sympathetic to the concerns that have been raised, but I do



          13   think that the involved landowners and the business



          14   involved, you know, should be able to get to use their



          15   resources to make money and engage in economic activity in



          16   our community.  So I don't -- I don't see any -- that we



          17   have enough negative effects from this project to stop it.



          18             So that's all I have to say.  Thank you.



          19                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          20             Up next, I have Lloyd Fred Lieske.  Do we have a



          21   Lloyd Fred Lieske on the line?



          22                  SPEAKER LIESKE:  Yes, right here.



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.  Go



          24   ahead.



          25                  SPEAKER HERKE:  Okay.  First name Lloyd,

�



                                                                          81







           1   L-L-O-Y-D; last name Lieske, L-I-E-S-K-E.



           2             I am not in favor of this oversized, badly located



           3   wind turbine proposal.  It's located on prime land, prime



           4   farmland.  We need to be savoring and relishing the



           5   bountiful farmlands in Benton County.  These lands are



           6   highly productive and will be even more valued as



           7   populations worldwide continue their explosive growth.



           8             Two weeks ago the editorial page in the Tri-Cities



           9   made the statement that the Tri-Cities would be giving up



          10   way too much if they go for the wind farms.



          11             What would they be giving up?  They would be



          12   giving up beautiful vistas that support a wine industry and



          13   tourism.  They would be giving up views that we relish.



          14   They would be giving up the migratory birds that use the



          15   Pacific flight path over that area.  They would be giving up



          16   far more than most people realize.



          17             It's funny.  The Endangered Species Act has not



          18   been mentioned tonight.  The ferruginous hawk falls into



          19   that, and I believe there's a burrowing owl that falls into



          20   that.



          21             The Tri-Cities already does have abundant



          22   electricity.  We don't need these wind farms, so why are



          23   they put here?  It just does not make sense.  I fear that



          24   one bad decision can lead to another.



          25             The governor and Patty Murray did their own study
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           1   on the removal of the Snake River dams.  They stated



           2   alternative power generation must be in place first, before



           3   the dams can be removed.  The four Snake River dams provide



           4   1,000 megawatts of electricity.  The proposed wind farm with



           5   solar panels produces 1,150 megawatts.  It can happen.



           6             Thank you.



           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           8             Next, I have Ted Lewis.



           9                  SPEAKER LEWIS:  Can you hear me?



          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.



          11                  SPEAKER LEWIS:  Okay.  My name is Ted Lewis.



          12   T-E-D, L-E-W-I-S.



          13             I agree with all my neighbors who are against this



          14   wind farm project.  It's ill-conceived -- it's an



          15   ill-conceived plan, and it's going to do more harm than



          16   good.  We don't need it, and we don't want it.



          17             Thank you.



          18                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          19             Next, I have Joan Lewis.



          20                  SPEAKER J. LEWIS:  Hello?



          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.



          22                  SPEAKER J. LEWIS:  Okay.  For all of the



          23   reasons -- I'm sorry.  (Inaudible) right here with his



          24   tablet, so I'll start over.



          25             For all the reasons expressed by those opposing, I
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           1   am adamantly against this massive, intrusive turbine wind



           2   project.



           3             We need to encourage more nuclear and hydropower



           4   projects.  Many of the new jobs mentioned at the beginning



           5   will be numerous, but will be reduced drastically after the



           6   project is completed.  Again, I am adamantly opposed to this



           7   project.  Thank you.



           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           9             Next, I have Derrick Stricker.



          10                  SPEAKER STRICKER:  Good afternoon.  My name



          11   is Derrick Stricker, D-E-R-R-I-C-K, S-T-R-I-C-K-E-R.



          12             My family and I are not in favor of this massive



          13   intrusive wind turbine project.  The future growth of our



          14   growing MSA is confined by the Columbia River, which leads



          15   to the future commercial and residential growth along the



          16   southern boundary of the (inaudible).



          17             This project not only interferes, it stops the



          18   ability of our economy to grow in this region, which will



          19   severely hurt our supply and demand for population growth,



          20   economic prosperity and free market principles.



          21             As a young professional, I'm already planning and



          22   working towards what best helps our community by 2050.  This



          23   project impacts our future negatively and diminishes the



          24   history that will be built here in Tri-Cities.  Thank you.



          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.
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           1             Next, I have Charles Barnett.



           2                  SPEAKER BARNETT:  Charles Barnett.



           3        C-H-A-R-L-E-S, B-A-R-N-E-T-T.



           4             I'm strongly against this Horse Heaven Hills Wind



           5   Farm Project.  I'm a licensed pilot and enjoy many hours of



           6   updraft flight along the proposed area of this project, as



           7   do many large birds and migratory birds that soar along that



           8   ridgeline.



           9             This project would prohibit my enjoyment and that



          10   of the birds of prey and their natural desire to soar and



          11   hunt for food.  I fear that many birds will be killed and/or



          12   injured because of this project.



          13             Next, I live in Benton City, Washington.  I'm



          14   about a mile and a half from the project.  We have 40 acres



          15   there.  I've lived there for 50 years.  The visual



          16   aesthetics for this project will lower my attitude and my



          17   property value.



          18             The movement of the blades during the day and the



          19   flashing lights at night will be very distracting and



          20   unnatural to the area.



          21             This project does not benefit the US manufacturers



          22   that send our -- that send our tax money overseas.



          23             The power is not slated to be used here locally.



          24   It's set to go away from the area.  And yet the people that



          25   are using the power doesn't want it in their backyard.
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           1   That's why they want to put it in our backyard.  It just



           2   doesn't make sense to me.



           3             I'm strongly against this project.  Thank you.



           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           5             Next, we have Dan Wirth.



           6                  SPEAKER WARD:  Dana Ward?



           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No, it's Dan Wirth.  Dana



           8   Ward is a little lower.



           9                  SPEAKER WARD:  Thank you.



          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  No problem.



          11                  SPEAKER WIRTH:  Do you hear me?



          12                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.  We can hear you,



          13   Dan.



          14                  SPEAKER WIRTH:  Okay.  It's Dan Wirth, D-A-N,



          15   W-I-R-T-H.



          16             And regarding the Horse Heaven Wind Farm, my



          17   opinion is this country needs all the clean energy it can



          18   produce, whether it be wind, solar, thermal, hydroelectric



          19   or nuclear.  I am not discounting the continuing need for



          20   fossil fuels until we can transition to 100 percent clean



          21   energy.



          22             In regard to the Scout Windmill Farm, my opinion



          23   is to use the larger windmills in fewer numbers at the



          24   farthest distance feasible from view.  I do not feel that



          25   they will cause a detrimental effect to the environment or
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           1   animal habitat.  The benefits of the wind and solar farm



           2   will outweigh any negatives.



           3             Thank you for your time.



           4                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           5             Next, we have Jim Atkins.



           6                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Can you hear me?



           7                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes.



           8                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Okay.  Can you hear me now?



           9                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.



          10                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Okay.  First off, I'd like



          11   to talk about the water issues.  On table ES-5 it talks



          12   about traffic, transportation of traffic and not being much



          13   of an issue.  But there is a letter from the Port of



          14   Walla Walla saying that they can support the Horse Heaven



          15   Hills Wind Project with 40 water trucks per day.  And it



          16   doesn't state how many gallons these trucks are, and it



          17   doesn't state a route they take.  So that is a significant



          18   impact to the community.



          19             Also on table ES-3-B, it says waste water is 5,000



          20   gallons per day, but it doesn't state how they're going to



          21   get rid of that.  So there should be something -- it also



          22   states ENR-5, they're going to capture and recycle wash



          23   water.  They should have a plan for that.  And as I stated



          24   though, the water trucks will come from Wallula, Dodd Road.



          25   That's a (inaudible).
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           1             Regarding the shadow flicker SF-2, it has a



           2   one-year complaint line to be reassessed after one year;



           3   that's if you have a complaint, you can call in and they'll



           4   log it down.  Well, if they're going to log it down, they



           5   should give a log number to the person who is calling in to



           6   complain so that they can follow up with EFSEC and be sure



           7   the log -- the issue is being addressed.



           8             The other thing is, who is going to have oversight



           9   of this project?  With all these mitigation issues, somebody



          10   needs to be oversight of what's going on.  Who is going to



          11   pay for that oversight?  Washington residents.



          12             And how are we to know that Scout Energy is being



          13   honest and truthful, because when you look at -- Washington



          14   state should have full and control power over all these



          15   mitigating issues.  That means to stop what they're doing,



          16   to halt the project to make sure they're in compliance.



          17                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  You're out of



          18   time.



          19                  SPEAKER ATKINS:  Thank you.  Bye.



          20                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          21             Next, we have Judy Guse.



          22                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Can you hear me?



          23                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.



          24                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Judy Guse, J-U-D-Y, G-U-S-E.



          25             Who will be liable when there's a turbine fire

�



                                                                          88







           1   that spits oil-laden debris over vast areas igniting further



           2   fires and spewing smoke and fumes from dangerous chemicals



           3   for miles into the atmosphere, uncontrolled or managed.



           4   Fires from turbines are extremely toxic.  Who knows what the



           5   ultimate damage these toxic plumes will be to people,



           6   particularly to children and the elderly and to wildlife and



           7   fish and rivers and streams.



           8             Because of the turbine height, the fire department



           9   crew can do little but watch it burn itself out.  Our county



          10   doesn't have a fire department with resources, knowledge or



          11   equipment to fight a fire on a 671-foot tall turbine in a



          12   desert where there are copious amounts of tumbleweeds and



          13   dried grasses that burn rapidly and spread quickly to



          14   surrounding homes.  Hundreds of acres can be consumed in a



          15   single turbine fire, and just one fire incident can cost up



          16   to 4.5 million to contain.



          17             Who will be liable for the damage to crops, the



          18   loss of human life, homes and animals?



          19             We are dealing with high voltage machines called



          20   aerogenerators high in the sky, operating with hundreds of



          21   gallons of oil and lubricants subject to fires.  Research



          22   suggests that one of the main ignition sources for fires in



          23   turbines is lightning strikes.



          24             We have a lot of dry lightning strikes in our



          25   area.  Our area is a high fire risk because of our desert
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           1   climate, where our vegetation is a primed tinder box for



           2   fire in the summer.



           3             Wind developers provide no protection to



           4   individuals or communities that have these wind projects



           5   imposed upon them with lack of control, regulation and



           6   protection for people, animals, landscapes and communities.



           7   There is no universal fire protection guideline that is



           8   enforceable.  Any other industry would be and is required to



           9   have much more accountability.  There needs to be fire



          10   protection in place that will put out a turbine fire before



          11   it spreads to nearby homes.  Thank you.



          12                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          13             Next, we have Jeanie Polehn.



          14                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  I'm Jeanie Polehn.  Can you



          15   hear me?



          16                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can hear you.



          17                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  Okay.  It's Jeanie, JEANIE;



          18   last name Polehn, P like Paul, O like orange, L like Linda,



          19   E like Edward, H like Henry, N like Nancy.



          20             And I have submitted these comments to EFSEC



          21   already, but I want to bring out that I have not seen



          22   anything in the EIS where they have contacted Washington



          23   State Farmland Preservation.  And we're going to be losing



          24   that farmland, and we need that -- the farmland to eat,



          25   folks.  And the contamination of that farmland with
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           1   (inaudible), which become hazardous materials and cannot be



           2   removed from those soils, so it will be basically poisoned.



           3             We'll have the loss of visual scenery.  No photos



           4   are provided in that EIS of actually seeing what the



           5   homeowners will see, as well as their -- the loss and



           6   valuation of their property.



           7             And then we have blowing dust, where we can't even



           8   see the streets and the houses across from us.  And this



           9   will add to that blowing dust scenario and impact people's



          10   health and cause health issues.



          11             Also, I haven't seen anything on tectonic movement



          12   of the areas where the wind turbines will be located.  I



          13   haven't seen that it's been adequately tested for or



          14   anything like that in there.



          15             And then wind turbines do not provide on-demand



          16   power 24 hours a day, seven days a week so it does not



          17   interrupt the current power system.  And it will also raise



          18   the cost of electric power, and that hasn't been dealt with.



          19             On separate from the EIS, the funding for the



          20   decontamination and decommissioning of the project needs to



          21   be looked at.



          22                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.



          23   Thank you.



          24                  SPEAKER POLEHN:  Okay.



          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.
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           1             Next, we have Gene Guse.



           2                  SPEAKER GUSE:  Yes.  I just want to say that



           3   I'm not in favor of this massive wind project.



           4             That's all.



           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           6             Up next, we have Joe Loera.



           7                  SPEAKER LOERA:  Hello.  Can you hear me?



           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.



           9                  SPEAKER LOERA:  Wonderful.  So I -- let me



          10   spell my name first.  J-O-S-E, last name Loera, L-O-E-R-A.



          11             I've lived in Tri-Cities for over 35 years.  I've



          12   watched this community grow into just a beautiful, vibrant



          13   community, and I see absolutely nothing positive with this



          14   wind farm coming in the Tri-Cities.



          15             From my perspective, it's going to be detrimental



          16   to our wildlife.  It's going to be detrimental to our scenic



          17   views.  The jobs that they're talking about are going to be



          18   short-term and only going to be there while they build the



          19   project, and afterwards, our jobs are going to be minimal,



          20   is my understanding.



          21             And then finally, the power company locally is



          22   saying this isn't something that we need for this community.



          23             So I absolutely have to say this is a hard no.



          24   Not interested in the wind farm in Tri-Cities.  Thank you.



          25                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.
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           1             Next, we have Patricia Loera.  Is Patricia Loera



           2   on the line?



           3                  SPEAKER P. LOERA:  Yes.  This is Patricia



           4   Loera.



           5                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  We can hear you.  Go



           6   ahead.



           7                  SPEAKER P. LOERA:  P-A-T-R-I-C-I-A; last name



           8   Loera, L-O-E-R-A.



           9             I would like to voice my opposition to this



          10   project.  I strongly believe that this wind farm project is



          11   of no benefit to our beautiful local community.



          12             My main objections are, what is the negative



          13   impact it will have on our wildlife, our birds, migratory



          14   and otherwise, and our beautiful natural vistas.  Simply



          15   stated, this is too big of a project.  It's too close to too



          16   many people, and it will impact so many people.



          17             Our community is growing every day, and this is



          18   not the place to build a big, giant wind farm project so



          19   close to metropolitan areas.  We need to protect our rural



          20   natural habitat and Tri-Cities.  Thank you.



          21                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          22             Up next, we have Theresa Mercer.  Do we have a



          23   Theresa Mercer on the line?



          24             I will go ahead and call the next person.  Dana



          25   Ward.

�



                                                                          93







           1                  SPEAKER WARD:  Yes, this is Dana Ward,



           2   D-A-N-A, W-A-R-D.  I'm the conservation chair for the Lower



           3   Columbia Basin Audubon Society situated in the Tri-Cities.



           4             My comments will be strictly to the biological



           5   resources.  Thank you for allowing me to make a comment.



           6             The seriousness of climate change and the



           7   resulting impact to human life, the environment and welfare



           8   of the earth relies on intelligent actions to limit carbon



           9   emissions from fossil fuels and other sources.  The



          10   construction of solar arrays and wind turbines are important



          11   steps to slow or even reverse global warming.



          12             The Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Society supports



          13   well-planned solar and wind turbine projects, but they must



          14   be sited reasonably, they must take into account, as a



          15   minimum, biological habitat and biological resources that



          16   would be impacted.  From our review of the DEIS, it falls



          17   well short of attaining this goal.



          18             To allow the adequate environmental review, the



          19   final EIS for the Horse Heaven Hills must include a specific



          20   site design identification and analysis of reasonable



          21   alternatives that minimalize or eliminate impacts to the



          22   environmental resources such as disappearing shrub-steppe,



          23   avian species such as ferruginous hawks and burrowing owls,



          24   as well as prey species such as (inaudible).



          25             In a broader sense, the EIS must address the
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           1   likely environmental impacts associated with specific siting



           2   decisions and specific mitigation measures with associated



           3   performance measures that address the regional impacts to



           4   birds, mammals and plant populations and their habitat



           5   connectivity.



           6             We have submitted 20 pages of specific comments,



           7   and we have a review of four issues the DIS does not provide



           8   enough information to analyze likely environmental impact.



           9             Issue 2.  The draft environmental impact --



          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Excuse me, Dana.  You are



          11   now out of time.  Thank you.



          12                  SPEAKER WARD:  Okay.  Thank you.



          13                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Up next, I have Bradley



          14   Wagner.  Do we have Bradley Wagner on the line?



          15             I will go ahead and call the next person, Lori



          16   Mattson.



          17                  SPEAKER MATTSON:  Hi.  I'm Lori Mattson.  Can



          18   you hear me?



          19                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Yes, we can.



          20                  SPEAKER MATTSON:  I'm Lori Mattson, L-O-R-I,



          21   M-A-T-T-S-O-N.  I'm president and CEO of the Tri-City



          22   Regional Chamber of Commerce.



          23             As the fifth largest chamber in Washington,



          24   representing over 900 businesses, ranging from sole



          25   proprietors to the largest employers in the bi-county
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           1   region, we urge EFSEC to consider our community's voice in



           2   this proposal.



           3             The state energy strategy asserts that public and



           4   community participation is important to ensure energy policy



           5   is informed by local knowledge, meets local needs and is



           6   viewed as legitimate by the local community.



           7             By the state's own analysis, this region's



           8   hydroelectric and nuclear power is 93 percent non-emitting,



           9   and impacts a substantially smaller footprint with several



          10   times the effective load carrying capacity.



          11             This project would be just a few miles from a



          12   major population center of 300-plus thousand residents.  The



          13   size and scale is inconsistent with the Benton County Land



          14   Use Plan, inconsistent with the character of the surrounding



          15   land use, and at the height of the Space Needle, these 244



          16   wind structures would create an incredible barrier to our



          17   local economy.



          18             Recreation and tourism provides over $500 million



          19   annually to our local economy.  Suggested mitigation to



          20   recreation and tourism impacts amount to suggestions that



          21   regional partners wholly identify new recreational



          22   activities.



          23             Suggested light and glare mitigation strategies do



          24   not account for the vast difference in scale that the



          25   proposed turbines are from existing installations
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           1   encompassing 72,000 acres of land and exceeding the Space



           2   Needle in height area surrounded by no other infrastructure



           3   of the same height and number.



           4             Please consider the negative impacts to the



           5   Tri-Cities and recognize that this project is not informed



           6   by local knowledge, does not meet local needs, and is not



           7   viewed as legitimate by the local community.



           8                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           9             Up next, I have Doug Fearing.



          10                  SPEAKER FEARING:  Doug Fearing, D-O-U-G,



          11   F-E-A-R-I-N-G.



          12             I am adamantly opposed to this project.  I'm a



          13   74-year community resident, and I'd like to address a few of



          14   the claims regarding wind farms and their impact.



          15             We hear claims made about how many houses a



          16   particular wind farm will power.  Maybe it's 1,000 or even



          17   2,000.  The truth is if the wind isn't blowing, they won't



          18   even power one house.



          19             Claims are made that wind power's economical to



          20   produce.  I've read wind turbines will never make it to the



          21   breakeven point, energy production versus cost during the



          22   life of the generator.  We hear that wind power is a great



          23   energy source.  Well, so is lightning.  But they both share



          24   a common problem called reliability.



          25             We'll hear arguments tonight about the jobs this
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           1   wind farm will create.  Earthquakes, tornadoes and tsunamis



           2   all create jobs.  The creation of jobs, in and of itself,



           3   has nothing to do with the merits of wind energy as a power



           4   source.



           5             I understand this project means income, but I ask



           6   our union workers to take a hard look at our -- their



           7   community and consider the fact that these are short-term



           8   jobs with long-term results, results that disfigure our



           9   community, destroy our skyline and essentially and



          10   effectively will shut down one of the only true corridors



          11   for growth the city of Kennewick has.



          12             The Horse Heaven Hills are not scablands.  They're



          13   occupied by farms and numerous multi-million dollar homes



          14   and is prime view property.  The undisputed fact is that



          15   building these machines near a residential area severely



          16   devalues property and homes.



          17             Windmills aren't built on national monuments or in



          18   parks because why?  They're an eyesore.  If these wind



          19   turbines are built along the crest of Horse Heaven Hills, we



          20   might as well build a big wall here with a sign hanging from



          21   it saying, Here's where Kennewick ends.



          22             This last year I spoke at a public meeting --



          23                  CHAIR DREW:  I'm sorry.  Your time is up.



          24   Please submit the rest of your comments in writing.



          25                  SPEAKER FEARING:  Thank you.
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           1                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           2             Up next, I have Dave Drollinger.



           3                  SPEAKER DROLLINGER:  Yes.  My name is Dave



           4   Drollinger, D-A-V-E, D-R-O-L-L-I-N-G-E-R.



           5             I'm here to simply state that I'm adamantly



           6   opposed to this project.  I think it's just another good



           7   old-fashioned boondoggle like this country has seen off and



           8   on since its inception.  And I think it's also,



           9   unfortunately, a virtue-signaling scheme to make people feel



          10   good.



          11             We've got -- this type of energy is hugely



          12   inefficient.  Nuclear power is much greener, much more



          13   prolific of an energy producer or of magnitude greater.



          14   What this project would do, this -- like the gentleman



          15   before me said, that the only growth Kennewick has is to the



          16   south, and all of that is prime real estate property whose



          17   property values are going to be incredibly devalued because



          18   of their existence.  And there's hardly a way to put a price



          19   on it, but it will be, over the course of 50 years, easily



          20   in the tens of millions of dollars.



          21             And so the bottom line is this project is not



          22   necessarily for here or any other place in the country, and



          23   the -- the appearance of it is like a graffiti, and it's



          24   graffiti that the proponents and who's going to benefit --



          25   the few that are going to benefit from this, they wouldn't
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           1   want this graffiti on their home or their neighborhood any



           2   more than we want it.  Thank you.



           3                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           4             Next, we have Ira Johnson.



           5                  SPEAKER JOHNSON:  Hi, I'm Ira Johnson.



           6   I-R-A, J-O-H-N-S-O-N.



           7             And I am against this scam.  That's what it is;



           8   it's a scam.  Take all the pros that we've heard tonight and



           9   all the cons for and against, and there's no reason for



          10   these to be put anywhere, let alone our backyard.



          11             They do -- first off, they're made in China,



          12   people.  Why are we making another country rich?  Why don't



          13   we make them here if you're going to make them.



          14             They're not recyclable.  Where you going to put



          15   the junk?  Do like China?  We send them our garbage, they're



          16   going to take it out to sea and dump it; then it'll wash



          17   ashore?



          18             It's not dependable.  They wear out.  And mainly,



          19   they're not cost effective.  If it wasn't for us taxpayers,



          20   the federal government, subsidizing those things, they



          21   wouldn't be put in.  If they're so dependable and so cost



          22   effective, let that engineering company who wants to put



          23   them in, put them in at their expense and we'll see if it



          24   happens.  It won't.



          25             This will affect banks, this will affect
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           1   investors, and most importantly us taxpayers who are here



           2   faced with the consequences.



           3             Now, of course, you can justify anything.  You've



           4   got to realize, I'm from Texas, and I learned years ago from



           5   a guy named Billie Sol Estes, who sold fertilizer tanks and



           6   they didn't even exist.  So you can sell and justify



           7   anything, but I beg you to take and pray over this when you



           8   make your decision.



           9             Thank you so much for letting me speak.



          10                  SPEAKER GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



          11             Up next, I have Linda Manca.  Do we have Linda



          12   Manca on the line?



          13             I will go ahead and call the next person, who is



          14   the last person on my list, Travers Bracy.



          15                  SPEAKER BRACY:  Travers Bracy, T-R-A-V-E-R-S,



          16   B-R-A-C-Y.



          17             I'm not going to say anything that hasn't already



          18   been said by most of the people on this call, but I'd just



          19   like to point out that community members that have talked



          20   and pointed out their opposition are all from around here.



          21   The people who seem to be for this wind project all seem to



          22   be from -- not from around here, especially the union



          23   members who have been put up and given the canned speeches



          24   and talking points by their international organization.



          25             There's plenty of job opportunities for
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           1   electricians, contractors, construction workers in this



           2   industry -- in this area, and this wind farm won't even be a



           3   drop in the bucket.  There's electricians that are looking



           4   for jobs, union and non-union, all the time, and there's



           5   plenty of work for them.  So that's not a justifiable excuse



           6   to put this wind farm in.



           7             The best argument against that I've heard tonight,



           8   that I'd like to reinforced, is the lack of water and a good



           9   plan for where they're going to -- how they're going to get



          10   rid of these windmills when they're all worn out.



          11             Another thing that I haven't heard tonight is the



          12   antelope population has been reintroduced to the Horse



          13   Heaven Hills.  It's grown greatly in the last few years.



          14   It's pretty awesome to see the herds up there.  When you



          15   drive through the roads and the farmlands, you'll see them



          16   grazing along, very good environment for them.  So that's



          17   another impact to the environment that these constructions



          18   and windmills will impact.



          19             I don't know any other animal population that



          20   lives under windmills, but I just urge the committee to do



          21   the right thing and turn down this proposal.  Thank you.



          22                  CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  That concludes our



          23   public meeting on the draft environmental impact statement



          24   for the Horse Heaven proposal.



          25             Again, you have until 11:59 p.m. tonight to submit
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           1   public comments in writing at www.efsec.wa.gov.



           2             Thank you very much and good night.



           3



           4                       (Meeting Concluded 7:43 p.m.)
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