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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat on Tuesday,
August 13, 2024, at Sedro-Wolley Community Center,
715 Pacific Street, Sedro-Wolley, Washington, at
5:31 p.m, the followng Public Informational Meeting
and Land-Use Hearing of the Washi ngton State Energy

Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to wt:

LLLLL >>>>>>

CHAI R DREW (Good evening. M/ nane
Is Kathleen Drew, and | chair the Washi ngton Ener gy
Facility Site Evaluation Council. And sonetines |
even forget the words in the nane, but you can call
us "EFSEC. "

Wel cone to all of you who are here in person and
for those of you who may be joining us online as
well. This is the first of two neetings. This is
the public informational neeting. And this is
requi red by RCW 80.50.090(1) and WAC 463-26- 025.

The EFSEC staff and the applicant wll introduce
t hemsel ves and the counsel for the environnment, who

IS an assistant attorney general appointed by the

Washi ngton attorney general, and will explain the
duties of this position. And then we will have
presentations, and then we will have the public

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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invited to provide comments.

The second neeting, which will begin after the
first neeting ends -- potentially about 7:00 is what
we expect -- and that is specifically about | and-use
consi st ency.

And | wll begin nowcalling this neeting to
order and asking Ms. Gcanthamto call the roll.

M5. GRANTHAM Certainly, Chair
Dr ew.
Depart ment of Commerce.

M5. OSBORNE: El i zabet h Gsbor ne,

present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Depart nent of
Ecol ogy.

MR LEVITT: Eli Levitt, present
onl i ne.

M5. GRANTHAM  Departnent of Fish
and Wldlife.

MR. LIVINGSTON. M ke Livingston,
present online.
M5. GRANTHAM  Depart nent of
Nat ural Resources.
MR. YOUNG Lenny Young, present.
M5. GRANTHAM  Utilities and

Transportati on Comm ssi on.

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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MS. BREWSTER  Stacey Brewster,
present .

M5. GRANTHAM  For | ocal governnent
and optional State agencies: For the Gol deneye BESS
project, for Skagit County, Robby Eckroth.

MR ECKROTH. Hi.

M5. GRANTHAM  Assi stant attorney
generals. Jon Thonpson.

MR THOMPSON: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Jenna Sl ocum

Zack Packer.
Adm ni strative |aw judge: Dan Gerard.

ALJ CGERARD: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  And for the counsel
for the environnent, Yuriy Korol.

MR KORCL: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  And for Counci l
staff, I will call those anticipated to speak tonight
as well as admn staff who are here.

Am Haf keneyer.

M5. HAFKEMEYER  Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Joan Owens is
present as adm n.

Kar| Hol appa.
MR, HOLAPPA: Present.

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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GRANTHAM
AHMED:
GRANTHAM  Adri enne
BARKER:

Present.

Pr esent.

TAYLOR:
GRANTHAM  Chai r,

Present.

52500 DD

guorum  Thank you.
CHAIR DREW Thank you.
And wth that,

we will start with the

storage -- and the m crophone.
Once again, so we w !l
energy storage project presentation,
wi Il introduce thensel ves. Thank you.
MR. MARTIN. Hello.
hear me okay in the back? Ckay.
for the thunbs-up.
Good evening, Chair Drew, Council
on the |ine,
room
tonight to introduce the project,
project to you,
coment s.

My nane is Alex Martin. |'ma senior

Zi a Ahned.

GRANTHAM  And Trevin Tayl or.

there is a

presentation and introduction of the Goldfinch energy

start with Gol dfi nch

and the team

Can everyone

Excel | ent .

menbers,
menbers of the community here in the
Thank you for the opportunity to be here
t he CGol deneye

and to listen to your questions and

Bar ker .

Thanks

f ol ks

manager of
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devel opnent with Tenaska, and |I'mthe project
director for the Gol deneye project. Tenaska is an
Omaha, Nebraska, based conpany with over 35 years of
experience in the energy space, with a long history
of devel opi ng, constructing, safely operating
facilities, and safely operating facilities across
the country.

Wth me are several of ny coll eagues from our
engi neeri ng group, devel opnment, community engagenent,
as well as environnental consultants and safety
experts as well. W won't take too much tine to
I ntroduce each of them for the sake of brevity, but
I f questions are asked and they speak to them then
t hey can introduce thensel ves.

Before | turn it over to Tommy Nel son, our | ead
proj ect manager, to introduce the Gol deneye project
and the need for it and its benefits, I'd like to
just take a second to say we recognize our role here
tonight is not only to introduce the project but to
listen to your input and to take action fromthat
I nput and incorporate it in the creative manner to
devel op the best project possible.

In ny experience and ny belief, when we take that
I nput into account, we cone back with better projects

and nore sustainable projects. So thanks very nuch,

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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again, for the opportunity to be here tonight. 1'1l]
turn it over to Tommy.
MR. NELSON: Thank you.

Can everybody hear ne in the back? Al right.

So we're going to start with a brief overview of
the technol ogy that we're di scussing here.

What is a battery energy storage systenf? And |
do want to take a quick nonment at the top of this to
say that all the pictures here and in the
presentation -- and these are pictures fromthe
presentation -- while they m ght have | abels on them
they don't necessarily represent the exact
manuf acturer that we're going to go forward wth.
That decision hasn't been nade yet. So just a caveat
at the top here.

But basically what a BESS facility is, they're
designed to charge fromthe grid or store power and
then di scharge back to the grid when there's a
shortfall of power. Inportant to note that these
facilities don't generate power. They're just power
that's generated el sewhere. And once these projects
are built, the facility won't require any water or
sanitary facilities. They will be unmanned.

A few of the kind of what we like to call quick
facts about BESS at this project size, which is, you

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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know, 200 negawatts: |It's going to require

approxi mately 20 acres of full project footprint.
These do represent a | owinpact form of devel opnent.
They are | ow noise. They conply with the noise
ordinance. Like | said, they' re unstaffed once

they' re operational, so there's no traffic -- ongoing
traffic inpact. There's no light or air pollution
once it's operating. Very |low visual inpact.

The ki nd of maxi num hei ght of the units,
thensel ves, is around ten feet, so a single story.
They can easily be obscured wth visual buffering --
fences and walls and vegetative buffering -- and we
try to, you know -- we've already begun the process
of working with the County on, you know, what those
m ght | ook like. And then, again, no ongoing
i nfrastructure needs once these are operating.

As far as project siting and how we deci de where
one of these is going to go, well, it does begin kind
of at its point of interconnection at the substation.
St and- al one BESS facilities have to be as close to
the substation as possible, to -- along the
transm ssion systemto give the project the maxi num
efficiency for the grid. ldeally, they're already
suited -- | nean, ideally they' re already going to be

sited next to, you know, either a substation or a

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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very constrained previously area with a | ot of
existing infrastructure, where our facility can
integrate along with that infrastructure.

And wth kind of all, you know, those kind of
backstop paraneters in mnd, we, you know, | ook for
the best available site that m nimzes the overall
i npacts that the project is going to have while it
maxi m zes the benefits to the region.

These projects |ike the project that we're
tal ki ng about tonight, ol deneye, use
state-of-the-art battery technology. They are -- we
only work with Tier 1 manufacturers that we can trust
are going to deliver a safe product. Mnufacturers
t hat have denonstrated that their equi pnent neets or
exceeds all of the safety standards that the industry
has either put in place recently or have exi sted.

And we do work closely with those BESS safety experts
for every aspect of the design.

And here toni ght we've got sone of our
consultants fromour safety -- fire protection safety
engi neers and safety consultants that we use in
devel opi ng our plans for the project, and they're
here to answer any questions as well.

Once the project is, you know, later inits

desi gn phase, all the safety and technical aspects

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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will be certified by an independent engineering firm
whi ch, you know, is what is required for these things
to get financed and insured.

There are about north of 20,000 BESS facilities
operating across the United States right now, and
several of those are in the state of WAshi ngton now
operating. And | would say that the industry has
definitely learned fromsone rare yet very well -
publicized mal functions at sonme of the first-
generation BESS facilities.

But because of that, since then, there's been
advancenents in siting, advancenents in technol ogy,
operating, and especially the comm ssioning of these
projects. And with all of that collective know edge
and | essons | earned, that's what kind of conbines to
nmake these a safe energy solution. And on an ongoi ng
basis, our teamis commtted to working with the
| ocal Skagit County energency nmanagenent fol ks,
working with the first responders, the ones that are
tasked wth responding to these facilities, and nmake
sure that the appropriate training and resources and
I npl enentation is in place for them

One of the things that we do when we first
conm ssion one of these projects is we have a

manuf acturer-led first responder safety training.

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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Excuse nme. And then on a biannual basis, we bring
back the first responders to keep getting trained and
retrained. And, again, this is led by the

manuf acturers participating with -- with our safety
consultants. And the idea is that, on an ongoi ng
basis, they're catching, you know, |essons | earned.
They' re catching updates to fire safety code. And
they're al so catching, you know, turnover in the
first responders as people cone and go.

And whil e these can absolutely be operated and
installed safely, we do know that there are
questions, and the kind of comrunity educati on aspect
I's an inportant piece of our outreach for this
project. And, you know, we've definitely seen and
heard questions and concerns about utility-scal e BESS
systens. W do want to make sure that folks
understand that those concerns don't necessarily need
to be, you know, applied to the projects where
technol ogies are getting conflated or different
applications and make sure that, you know, they're
consi dered an appl es-to-appl es conpari son.

And we are absolutely commtted to working with
our partners in the industry to provide as nuch
i nformati on as possible to our stakeholders, to

answer questions, and to clarify any

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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m sunder st andi ngs or hel p provi de background and

I nformati on throughout the process. To that end,

we' ve made, you know, the website live. W've had
mul tiple venues here for education and feedback.
We've got a contact formon the website. Questions
can be submtted directly to that e-mail address. W
have a project-specific ringtone that you can

downl oad.

We do have a BESS expl ai ner or introductory video
that can be nade avail able on the project website --
or sorry -- is available on the project website.

And, you know, like |I said, we got our -- our safety
experts here at the open house avail able to answer
questions as well.

Wanted to talk a little bit about the project
need, but | don't need to belabor this. |'msure
Council heard it there, that the neat of these
projects is driven by the legislative level. The
utilities then respond to those | egislative nmandates
with solicitation requests, and these projects or
projects such as these are responses to
solicitations.

The thing that we like to kind of focus on is
that there is absolutely at the utility level in this

region a need for capacity, which is firm

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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di spat chabl e power. Those are the things that need
to get -- or the generation that needs to get
replaced fromretired base | oad generators or, you
know, contracts that are expiring and not being
renewed for a variety of reasons. And these projects
provide that firm di spatchable capacity that the
utilities need to keep the Iights on.

There are definitely challenges that this region
specifically faces. The, again, legislative kind of
mandates that -- that filter down. And then we have
a electrification of vehicle fleets happening,
extrenme weat her events that keep happening, and then
coupled with that, you' ve got ongoi ng growh, ongoing
demand i ncrease. W' ve got energy-intensive uses,
such as data centers that a region's trying to
(unintelligible) in, and the region, itself, is
al ready at risk for blackouts and brownouts. So with
this firmdi spatchable power, that's what is going to
be the backstop for regions such as this.

| do like to point out too that throughout the
process, it's projects such as these that -- you
know, infrastructure projects such as these that pay
for the interconnection or the transm ssion system
upgrades that are desperately required. Those do get

included in utility lIong-term plannings. But when

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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the project cones al ong and supports that
transm ssion upgrade, that's where it ends up going.
So our proposed project, Gol deneye project,
itself, it's located on -- | think nost people here
know where it is, but it's on Mnkler Road, just
nort heast of the Sedro-Wolley substation. Kind of
catty-corner toit. It's on about -- it's a 1l4-acre
parcel. About eight acres of it will be encunbered
with batteries, about, you know, |ess than, you know,
four-tenths of a mle east of the Sedro-Woll ey
subst ati on.
And we've got the project parcel under option.

And we -- you know, for several years now, we've been
col l aborating with | ocal stakeholders on our site
pl ans, on our environnental mtigation neasures, on
buf f er enhancenents, on controlling nonnative
veget ati on, and several other things.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Coul d you
speak up? (Unintelligible.)

MR, NELSON: Sure. That better?

All right. So the -- nore project details here.
Again, | nmentioned this project is just northeast of
the Sedro-Wolley substation. It is connecting at

230 kilovolts. This is on the transm ssion system

Thi s project does have a signed interconnection

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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agreenent, and the point of interconnection is the
Sedr o- Wol | ey substati on.

We are | ooking to start operations sonewhere
bet ween 2026 and -- as early as 2026 or 2027. And
it'"ll -- once it starts construction, it'll be from
kind of start to finish about a 12-nonth build
period. That won't | ook the sanme all 12 nonths, but
it'll start and end at about that.

And one thing I also like to kind of point out on
this, I knowthere's a -- we have this also bl own up
over there, but if folks want to notice where the
project is kind of northeast of also Hansen Creek.
And we' ve stayed outside the shoreline buffer.

That's what the big enpty space at the bottom
represents.

And al so we have sone | arger versions of these as
well to look at. But these are sone renderings that
we did for our submttal that show existing and
proposed conditions along M nkler Road as you're
heading -- you know, in this view, heading northeast
on Mnkler Road. So the top is how it |ooks today,
and the bottomis howit would | ook during operations
once the plantings have reached maturity. And we've
al so got anot her view here com ng the opposite way on

M nkl er Road. So now you're headi ng sout hwest and

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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passi ng what woul d be, you know, the nore inundated
side of the project on the -- on the eastern side.

This is just an extra view there as well.

And, finally, on the views, this is the
Sedro-Wol | ey substation here. An aerial view just
to the south of the project. Very simlar footprint
to what our project would | ook Iike. And one of the
things | like to always tell people when they try to
conceptuali ze what these |look like is a self-storage
facility, where, you know, you drive in, and they've
got a couple of aisles you go down, and maybe t he,
you know, roll-up garage doors. But in terns of
vi sual, you know, |ine and, you know, verti cal
relief, they're extrenely simlar looking at it
aerially or standing there.

And we'll also talk a little bit about the
benefits of the Gol deneye project. It represents
a -- and this is, you know, as we kind of review
this, we -- we also want to nmake sure that we, you
know, again note that this is an ongoi ng di scussi on
wth the community, and we -- we have been neeting
wi t h stakehol ders and di scussing comunity benefits,
packages for the project. And we want to, you know,
keep that conversati on ongoi ng.

But this represents an approximately $250 mllion

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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Investnent. At its peak, it wll be approximately a
hundred union jobs from |l ocal union |abor. W have a
signed MOU. And this project will provide energy
security, that crucial capacity for grow ng

busi nesses and residential devel opnent, and help
strengthen the electrical infrastructure. These
projects, projects like this, are what allow for the
maxi m zation of integration of renewabl e resources.
And, you know, in Skagit County, what this represents
I's, you know, about a hundred thousand hones for

ei ght hours or so of power.

And, finally, just, you know, again review ng the
| ow-i npact nature of this developnent. | do want to
ki nd of point out two specific bullets on here:

That this project will still undergo -- as, you
know, Trevin and | were tal king about before the
hearing, this will still undergo a full SEPA
anal ysis, including a biological Cass 3 cultural
wet | ands eval uati on, Phase 1 environnental site
assessnent, and we don't anticipate the project wll
result in any inpacts that cannot be mti gat ed.

As part of the stakehol der engagenent and
comrunity outreach that | nentioned, we've been
engagi ng w th stakehol ders across the region,

I ncorporating community feedback, and really trying
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to incorporate that into what our plan is for what
this project will provide for the community.

W net with over 60 stakeholders in the

I ntroducing the project, providing briefings, and
getting any input or feedback prior to our

application submttal back in June.

signed MOU with labor. Do want to highlight that
we' ve been engaging with the Skagit River System
Cooperative to collaborate -- excuse ne -- on
envi ronnmental protection with Hansen Creek, and,
again, we have the website and contact formlive.
And | wll stop there for any questions.
CHAIR DREW Thank you very nuch.

| wll ask for questions from Council nenbers.

or wll sonebody have to let nme know if there are

Counci | nenbers with questions?

know i f someone raises their --
CHAI R DREW  Ckay.
MS. GRANTHAM -- hand on the

community, including fromtribes, including elected

officials, comunity organi zations, and that was all

And | do want to highlight again that we have a

|s there a way | can get the neeting screen up here,

V5. GRANTHAM Chair Drew, this is

Andrea Grantham | have Teans open, so | can let you
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Teans.

CHAIR DREW Thank you. | do have
a coupl e of questions.

First of all, how many utility scal e BESS

facilities have you devel oped?

MR, NELSON: Nunber of facilities?

CHAIR DREW O sone scale. Just
give us sone -- sone -- you don't have to -- sone
scal e of how much you have worked in this arena.

MR. NELSON: 40 or 50 active in
devel opnent and. ..

MR. MARTIN.  Several in devel opnent
and several in construction.

CHAI R DREW  Ckay.

MR. NELSON: Yeah, | think we have
a handful that are just at the operational stage.

CHAIR DREW And you have a signed
I nterconnection agreenent. Can you tell us who that
is with?

MR MARTIN. W -- we do. That's
wi th PSE.

CHAI R DREW  Thank you.

MR. MARTIN. Sorry. Thank you.

Yes, to answer your question, we do have a | arge

generator interconnection agreenent signed with PSE.
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CHAIR DREW Ckay. Puget Sound
Ener gy.

|s there a specific advantage that will -- this
community gains by having such a facility in their
area, or does it go to -- directly to the grid on
| arger transm ssion flow?

MR. NELSON: So the -- the answer
to your question is both. It helps to think of power
in -- in the sane way with water. Because this is --
this project is |ocated so close to its injection
point, once it goes onto the grid, it wll go to
the -- the shortest path of |east resistance to where
it's needed. In tines --

CHAIR DREW Do you still need to
hear hi nf

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | coul dn't
hear the answer to the question. | couldn't hear him

answer the question about how many systens he has on
line right now

CHAIR DREW So if you woul d answer
t hat one agai n, please.

MR, NELSON: |'m not sure how nany
we have on line. W have a fewin our California
portfolio that have just cone on |ine.

CHAI R DREW But you said you had a
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nunber that are in construction.

MR. NELSON: We have a nunber in
devel opnent and a nunber in construction as well.

CHAI R DREW  Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So you have
no track record.

CHAIR DREW Ckay. So thank you
for your question. And not hearing the answer, | am
going to ask for questions fromthe Council, and I'1]I
try and keep this really short. And if you have
questions, please state them when you cone up for
your remarks, and | am sure that the conpany,
Tenaska, wll take note and talk to you, answering
your question after the neeting.

So we won't have a back-and-forth at this point.

We had the open house. W'IlI|l take comments. And
then if you have a question, we'll nake sure there's
fol | ow up.

MR. NELSON: Thank you.

CHAIR DREW Are there other -- so
the answer to the question in an advantage, yes, it's
close to going onto the grid, but there could also be
an advantage to provide it locally. |Is that true?

MR NELSON: Correct.

CHAIR DREW (Ckay. Are there
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qguestions from ot her Council nenbers?

M5. GRANTHAM |'m not seeing any
questions right now fromthe Council nenbers.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Can you

speak up a little bit for people that are hard of

heari ng?
CHAIR DREW Yes. Thank you. W
wi Il continue to enphasize that.
Ckay. Then we will nove to the next item on our

agenda, which is EFSEC siting -- EFSEC siting process
presentation. And that will be M. Trevin Tayl or.
MR, TAYLOR Hello. M nane's

Trevin Taylor. | ama environnmental planner for
EFSEC. 1'll be the SEPA specialist on this project,
hel pi ng Zi a Ahned, who's going to be your --
basically your main point of contact through the
project. He can't be here tonight, but he's online,
so I'"'mgoing to wal k through EFSEC. |1'mgoing to
make an absol ute m stake that new public speakers are
supposed to say, is |I've been on EFSEC for two
months. So you're going to have to bear wwth ne on a
couple of these. | mght need to get sone questions
fromnore experienced people, but...

So what is EFSEC? The Energy Facility Site

Eval uati on Council was actually started in 1970.
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Their job is to basically help energy projects,
especially large ones, to go through sort of a
one-stop shop of basically permtting and
envi ronnent al conpliance and overview. The type of
projects that they're known for basically that are
required to go through EFSEC woul d be anything froma
nucl ear power plant, natural gas and oil pipelines,
under ground natural storage facilities. Those kind
of things require certification fromEFSEC. And that
Is going to be basically the product that will cone
out of our process as a certification to the
gover nor.

That -- that recomendati on goes through a
comm ssion that we have. And the final decision, the
final decision that cones through the governor's
office will basically preenpt any state or | ocal
permtting.

So tonight we actually have in the house our
chair, Kathleen Drew, online, the Departnent of
Ecol ogy, Eli Levitt; Departnment of Fish and Wldlife,
M ke Livingston; Departnment of Conmerce, Elizabeth
Gsborne; Departnent of Natural Resources, Lenny
Young; Uilities and Transportation Comm ssion is
represented by Stacey Brewster.

One of the -- | got to renenber that. One of
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the -- one of the optional -- you have al so optional
agencies that can join in with EFSEC dependi ng on the
project and |ocation and things. It mght be the
Department of Agricultural, Departnent of
Transportation, or Departnment of Health, Mlitary
Departnment. Those are exanples that aren't
necessarily permanent seats all the time but m ght

j oin as needed.

Al so toni ght we actually have Robby Eckroth -- |
hope |I'm pronouncing it correctly -- representing
Skagit County. As you know, this project is within
Skagit County jurisdiction, and they will be
review ng the project as it's going through the
pr ocess.

Al so what's kind of unique is if a project goes
t hrough a port, then the port will be a nonvoting
menber but will have full review of the application
revi ew process.

So what -- | nentioned a little bit, so basically
any nucl ear power facility wll fall under EFSEC
Any nonhydro -- nonnucl ear thermal plant that nakes
over 350 negawatts would fall under our jurisdiction
for certification. C ean energy, manufacturing, and
transport. And then there's a couple of themthat

can opt in, if they want. For instance, alternative
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energi es such as hydroel ectric or solar panels,
landfill, biomss, those kind of things can actually
opt in and go through our process, if they w sh,
versus other permt options.

Transm ssion lines that are greater than 500
kilovolts are required to go through us. Although,
150 -- 115 kilovolts or less -- or 115 kilovolts up
to 500 can opt in.

Pi pelines and refineries and storage facilities
actually have regulations, and they're a little bit
more in detail. |f anybody's really interested in
it, they can | ook up RCW Code, or Revised Code of
Washi ngt on 80. 50. 060.

So this map here actually shows -- it'll be a
little bit tougher in the back of the roomto be able
to see the color coding on it, but it is the
| ocations that are currently under EFSEC s
jurisdiction. There's six active facilities: Two
nat ural gas, one nuclear, one solar, and two w nd
facilities. The blue marks on there -- once again, |
apol ogi ze that the marks are small, a little bit
tough to probably see. The blue marks on there are
basically facilities that are currently approved but
are under construction or will go to construction.

There's a clear circle that's kind of buried
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under the Colunbia Generating Station that's really
tough to see, and that's actually one that is going
t hrough decomm ssion. EFSEC will follow these
projects fromthe initial start or frombirth,

t hrough construction, all the way to deconm ssi on.
So it is a unique office that foll ows the process
frombirth to grave, as they say.

And then, of course, tonight here, we have seven
projects on here that are currently under review or
under application, and of course the CGol deneye
battery storage is one of those that's currently
under review and very early stages to the permt
pr ocess.

So where are we at in the process? This chart
here, | think the key thing with so many participants
here tonight fromthe conmunity, | want you to really
pay attention to the green arrows. Those are all
opportunities for you to nake public comment. So the
process doesn't steanroll through. It's a
three-tiered process, starting wth the | and-use
heari ng, which actually wll conclude after the

public comments tonight.

They will have a consistency determ nation that
wi Il conme out at sonme point in the process. Then as
that tier follows down, you'll also have a chance at
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the initiate -- initiate intervention process to nore
public comment. Goes through a couple nore reviews
to adjudicative hearings. And so that one tier alone
wi |l basically give you three opportunities for
comment as the process is al one.

Tier 2, the SEPA side of it, is which I'lIl be the
nost active in personally. There is basically a SEPA
determ nation. Now, this is where |"'mgoing to -- |
don't -- | don't want to get too far in the weeds on
you, 'cause this is getting into a whole bunch of
permtting nerd stuff. But there's three things that
| want you to renenber. Ckay?

So you got determ nation of nonsignificance, a
mtigation, a mtigated determ nation of
nonsi gni fi cance, and a determ nation of significance.
So what do those three things nean?

Basi cal | y nonsignificant neans that the project
really has no environnental take or no issues on the
proj ect and kind of fast-forward through.

A mtigated determnation, it neans that it m ght
have a few takes, a few issues, but they should be
able to cone up with sone options to kind of
count er bal ance that.

Then a determ nation of significance, which is

t he nost common one for EFSEC projects due to the
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scale of the size of the projects that we normal |y
buil d, neans that, no matter what, we can't avoid
sone type of natural resource. And that requires a
full -bl own, what we call environnmental inpact study.
Ckay? That's the fanobus one nost you guys usually
hear about on the news. A long tine to get through
an environnental inpact study.

So this case here, if it goes through a
full -blown determ nation of significance, neaning a
full -bl own inpact study, you'll have two nore conment
periods alone in just the SEPA process. The unique
feature that conmes in -- we'll come back to in a
little bit here on the SEPA part. But then the third
piece is the permts.

EFSEC actually has authority over state permts,
and we will also have a public comment period before
we send that final package to the Council that then
gets sent on to the governor's office. So in all,
there's over six to seven potential tines to
basi cally make comment, and we want to nmake sure that
everybody understands that, especially the |arger
group we have tonight.

Ckay. Al right. I'mgoing to dare to bore you
one nore tine with alittle bit of this SEPA stuff,

but I do want you to understand it. So if you
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remenber | nentioned the other two processes is
basically known as the mtigated -- okay? -- where
t hey have enough counterneasures to kind of nake it
even or just no issues at all.

|f a project can show that they neet their
consi stency | and-use decision along wwth a
determ nati on of nonsignificance, no take, no issues
on-site, or they mtigate it enough, they can
actually go through an expedited process per WAC
No. 46-43 -- 463 -- 463-43. That wll actually save
them -- they have no environnental inpact statenent,
so they save the tine and noney there, and al so no
requi red adj udi cati on.

So if it's the MDNS, there is anot her 15-day
comment period. The DNS, no issues, is fast-forward
and they're kind of done. Ckay?

So if a determ nation cones out of this that it's
one of these two, | want everybody in the roomto be
aware that they nade sort of a fast -- they either
were able to show that they have a | ow enough i npact
to neet one of these standards. |It's tough to get
there. And we're way early in the assessnent process
to see if they're going to be eligible for either one
of those. GCkay? So nobody's went past that.

| guess the next one. Al right. Permt issues.
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So, once again, I'mgoing go on this real quick.
EFSEC has a uni que opportunity fromour position that
was granted to us years ago in the '70s. And so we
do have authority over certain permts, such as water
quality permts or air quality permts. W can
actually -- Departnent of Fish and Wldlife issues.
There's things like that. So because we're a State
agency, we're granted that authority to be able to
try to nake it one-stop shopping. |t gives us an
opportunity to have that third process. And, once
again, this wll have your final opportunity -- |
won't say “"final." Sonmewhere in that process, it
gi ves you anot her opportunity to have public coment,
i f you wi sh

Ckay. So the Council wll -- basically, Council
makes a recommendation to the governor. So that
packet that we're tal king about cones down to a
certification. The packet is built wth several
di fferent aspects fromthose three tiers: A packet
of the permts, packet of that SEPA with all those
determ nation things | tal ked about, and of course
the adjudication issues, if it has them

That package is then sent on to the governor's
office. They have 60 days to conply. The governor

then either comes back with one of three deci sions.
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They either approve the application, and they're off
and running, which is off to the draft certification,
or they reject the application, and it is done.

Don't pass "Go" fromthere. That's -- so they
definitely don't want to get to that point.

Al t hough, the governor can renmand the project and
say, You know what? You're on the right track.

Al t hough we need you to do this, this, and this. O
why did the Council make such and such decision? And
then they basically conme back with the justification
or to do additional research, if needed, to get to
resubmt it once again.

Now, conpliance nonitoring. As | said, we're
fromthe beginning -- fromthe beginning to the end.
So through the process, the EFSEC staff wll al so be
nmoni toring, on environnment (unintelligible), the
things that they prom se to do throughout the project
and through the site certification agreenent
requi renents. Also those permts will have
additional things that they'll be required to do from
construction -- fromplanning to construction to run
the facility.

So it doesn't just end once they're done
constructing it. It has ongoing conpliance issues

that they have to keep in conpliance.
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And then the third spot, if they're required to
do an environnental inpact statenent, that has even a
bi gger pile of commtnents that's built into that
docunent. And all those things EFSEC wi ||l keep an
eye on fromthe tinme that the project goes into
deconmm ssioning, which is actually our next slide, |
bel i eve.

So deconm ssioning. Once the project has |ived
its life and it's tinme to shut it down, they
actually -- before they can go to construction, the
applicant is required to provide an initial site
restoration plan. That's basically, we'll call it
the initial ideas on soneday this project's going to
live its life, and it's got to go away, and these are
the kind of things that you got to do to put the
property back or to make it the best shot at whol e.

Now, what's uni que about this is that once the
project has lived its life and they can then request
for actual full deconm ssioning, they have 90 days to
| et the Council know that they're going to do a
detailed site to restoration, which basically before
that's approved to -- because things change, right?
Laws change. Science changes. And what's the best
way to replan a wetland or do sone type of -- so that

gi ves the Council now tinme sonewhere in the future to
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use the best avail able science and best decisions and
policies and |aws. And before they can deconm ssi on,
they have to put in a 90-day plan to be approved to
do so.

And they also have to be required to show
financial -- financially secure to be able to follow
through with the process. And whoever receives that
approved certificate fromthe governor, it is
basically who is going to be required at that tine of
deconmm ssioning to show the financial responsibility
to deconmmi ssion the site.

So I'mgoing to close out real quick here. Once
again, what a great showing for ny first tine out,
and hopefully it's like this every tine. So, once
again, welconme. And so if you have e-mail, you can
send to comment s@FSEC. wa. gov, or you can call (360)
664- 1345. They do accept regular nmail at the address
there for the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
at 621 Wodl and. And, of course, during those
comment periods that | nentioned, you can al so go
online and wite, once again, at
comment s. EFSEC. wa. gov. So thank you very nuch.

CHAIR DREW And that, | believe,
is a formthat you can just enter your conmment into;

is that correct? The comrents database? And is that
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open until what tinme for this neeting?

M5. GRANTHAM  This is Andrea
Grantham Chair Drew, | can answer that question for
you.

CHAI R DREW  Thank you.

M5. GRANTHAM Yeah. It is an

online -- excuse nme -- conment canpaign, so it is a
formthat you can fill out, and it wll be open
from-- well, it's open now. It started at 5:00, and

it wll close at 11:59 p.m tonight.
CHAIR DREW So you don't have to
Wwite a separate e-mail or anything. You can just
tonight just go into that "comments" at EFSEC. wa.gov
and just insert your coments into that. So that's
another way to do it.
| did not ask our counsel for the environnent to
speak, and so | would ask himto once again introduce
hi nsel f and | et you know what the role of the counsel
for the environnent, who is appointed by the attorney
general of Washington, is.
Go ahead, please.
MR KORCL: (Good evening, everyone.
My nane is Yuriy Korol. |'man assistant attorney
general here for the State of Washington. M role

here is statutorily to represent the public and its
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interest in protecting the quality of the
envi ronment .

So as you just saw, there's plenty of
opportunities for the public to comment. And | wll
al so be a formal party for any adjudications that may
arise. So if you have any comments or evidence or
testinony you'd like to submt regardi ng those
i ssues, |I'd be happy to hear them

| wll enter into the chat ny contact detail so
you have those. And also on the EFSEC website -- |
nmean, for the project site, itself -- ny nanme and
contact detail should be pretty readily avail abl e.

So, yes, if you have any testinony to submt,
pl ease | et me know. Thank you.

CHAIR DREW Ckay. Thank you.

And with that, we will nove to the public conment
period. We will go over 7:00 in order to accommodate
all these people, all of you who are here who wish to
speak. And we will have a two-mnute tine limt.

And | wll turn it over to Judge Gerard to nanage.
Go ahead.

M5. HAFKEMEYER: Excuse ne. Thank
you. Sorry, Chair Drew. | just want to -- hell 0?
Ckay. Thank you.

| just wanted to nake sure that people know that
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t he coment canpai gn website, the
comrent s. EFSEC. wa. gov, is open for specific conment
peri ods associated with the project mlestone, but
t he comment s@FSEC. wa. gov e-nmail is avail abl e any
time. Regardless of the nethod they are received,
they are posted to the website to be publicly
avai |l abl e and nade available to the Council for
revi ew.

So if anybody m sses a comment, wants to go | ook
at comments later, they will be available on the
website. And |I've noticed that there are sone -- a
person in chat posting sone information. | would
encour age everybody to please submt their comments
t hrough these avenues so that they can be properly
captured with the project record and nade avail abl e
to the Council.

CHAIR DREW That's right. W wl|
not -- the coments in chat will not be in the public
record. So, again, tonight during this conment
period, you can see the online portion of the screen
that says where you can type in those comments. At
the top, where it says "Public Input" -- thank you --
t he comrent s@FSEC. wa. gov i s open any tinme for
comments. And those both go into the public record.

They are available to Council nenbers. They're
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avail able to the public. So please use all avenues,

and send us a good old-fashioned letter if you want

to. Thanks.

ALJ GERARD: (Good eveni ng,
everyone. |'m Adm nistrative Law Judge Dan Cerard.
| wll be controlling the public comment section as

wel | as the conmment section for the |and-use hearing.

As Chair Drew said, everyone will have two
m nutes for their coments. She said you can ask
guestions of the proposal or the applicant here.

Don't expect an answer, because obviously our tine is
limted. W do have, | think |ast check, 32 people
that are signed to make comments. So pl ease nmake
your comments succinct as possible.

Qoviously if -- obviously if you are unable to
conpl ete your conment section, you can conpl ete those
comrents within the avenues provided to you by
Ms. Haf keneyer earlier.

We do have a court reporter here today that wl|
transcri be everything into witten format for us to
review later. So when you begin to speak, please
state and spell your nane just so we get it correct.

Wth that, with the two-mnute tinme franme, | wll
do ny best to pronpt you when you have about 15

seconds left. That way you can wap up whatever
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comrents you wish to nmake at this point. 1'Il sinply
raise ny left hand just to give you a cue. But given
t he nunber of people we do have speaki ng today, |
W ll enforce the two-mnute rule rather strictly. So
pl ease make sure you do cut off at that point.

So | think with that, if we go ahead and bring up
our first speaker, please.

M5. BARKER The first speaker is
Li sa Jani cki
LI SA JANI CKI: Good eveni ng.

Wel cone to ny honmetown of Sedro-Wolley. And ny nane
Is Lisa Janicki, J-a-n-i-c-k-i. | ama county
comm ssioner with Skagit County. And we have anot her
comm ssioner here who wll be addressing sone of the
I ssues.

| think the primary -- the primary concern that |
hear throughout the roomand that the comm ssioners
are concerned with is the use of agricultural |and
for a permanent project like this. You know, we work
really hard to protect our farm and, and incl uding
a -- self-taxing our whole population to buy out
farm and | egacy credits and putting conservation
easenents across farm and so that we have this
ability to literally feed the world. It creates an

ache in all of our hearts to see a piece of farm and
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consunmed with the project.
Wth that being said, | do appreciate M. Nel son

I ntroducing the project to ne in conjunction with our

econom ¢ devel opnent fol ks at EDASC. | absolutely
understand the need for enough power. | have
testified in front of the legislator -- legislature

and asked, You passed all these rules for new energy
codes, new buildings with all electric appliances,
electrifying the fleet, sonme of the things that

M. Nelson listed here. Wo's doing the utility math
to make that happen?

And | renmenber the distinct answer fromt hat
| egi sl ator who said, That's up to the utilities.

Well, that's why we're here. PSE did a call for
action because | know out at the Port of Skagit, they
cannot continue the industrial siting devel opnent of
exi sting projects and expansi on projects because
there's not enough power. So we need the power.
know this is not generation or transm ssion, but it's
part of the systemthat we need in place, so | get
it. Let's work on that farm and pi ece.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you.
M5. BARKER  Peter Browning.
PETER BROMI NG  Thank you. |'m

Peter Browning, the other comm ssioner here. And |
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appreciate you comng and talking to us. | did neet
wi t h CGol deneye early on, and we had a very good
di scussi on.
ALJ GERARD: M. Browning --
PETER BROMWNING One thing --

ALJ GERARD: -- would you --
PETER BROMNI NG Yes.
ALJ GERARD: ~-- spell your nane as

wel |, pl ease.
PETER BROANING Oh. P-e-t-e-r
B-r-o-wn-i-n-g.

And the one disappointing part was that | just
did not know and | was not led to believe that this
was going to becone a state decision, and | feel very
strongly that it should be a | ocal decision.
understand that we -- we have been overruled on this,
and it's unfortunate.

The environnental inpact. Hansen Creek is a huge
fish-produci ng creek, and so there is sonme concern
that it's absolutely well -- it has to be really well
protected, because this leads into the Skagit River.
Any sort of lithiumion would be devastating for fish
production. And so, again, we're going to be
expecting sonme very, very diligent effort on your

part to make sure that we are absol utely protected.
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flood, it's not going to be consuned wth fl oodwater
in the spring or the -- or the fall. So we have to
be assured that it's going to be up high enough and
it's going to be protected area.

And, finally, we really expect that there would
be sonething on the verge of -- the order of a SWAT
teamthat is available to conme out. So we do not
have firenen that are prepared to take on a fire of
the magnitude of a lithiumion fire, battery fire.

So we want to make sure that one of the conponents of
this agreenent is a very easily access -- people who
can be here very quickly if there is any sort of
hazard so that we're not putting our own conmunity
menbers in danger nor are we putting our conmunity in
danger. So -- and I'mhoping that will be a very
significant part.

Again, M. Nelson, | appreciate our conversation.
You were very honest with ne, always, and |
appreciated that. So thank you.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
M . Browni ng.
M5. BARKER  Charl es Johnson.
ALJ CGERARD: Charles Johnson, are

Goldeneye Info Meeting and Land Use Hearing, - August 13, 2024 Page 43
The floodplain area. It's kind of low It's a
swanpy area. It has to be elevated, so if there is a
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you here? O online?
Let's go ahead and nove on to next, and we can
call himat the end if we have tine.

M5. BARKER  Seth Newsone.

ALJ GERARD: Seth Newsone, are you
here or online? |If so, go ahead and speak up or cone
to the podium pl ease.

M5. BARKER  Robert Md oud.

ROBERT McCLOUD: Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentlenen. M nane is Robert MC oud. |
ama field agent for the Laborers International
Uni on - -

ALJ GERARD: Would you spell your
nane as well, sir.

ROBERT McCLOUD: M c-C-|-0-u-d.

| ama field agent for the Laborers International
Uni on of North Anerica, Local 292, in Everett,
Washi ngton. W cover the northern five counties:
Snohom sh, Whatcom |Island, Skagit, San Juans. W
have roughly 250 nenbers who live here in Skagit
County. Approximately 90 of those nenbers live right
here in Sedro-Wolley. | arise today to express our
menbers' support for the Gol deneye energy storage
proj ect.

The CGol deneye project will provide energy
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security for our local communities as the region
wor ks to achieve a clean energy transition the State
of Washi ngton has mandated. |If we're going to be
relying on nore renewabl e energy, then we need a way
to store energy so that it can be redistributed
during critical periods. Qur union workforce, our
uni on nenbers are proud to have a role in securing
t he prosperous energy future for our conmunities.
Thank you.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you.

M5. BARKER  Lisa Stuurnmans.

ALJ GERARD: And just a quick
rem nder: Before you begin, go ahead and spell your
nane, just so | don't have to interrupt your flow,
pl ease.

LI SA STUURMANS: (Good eveni ng.
Lisa Stuurmans. L-i-s-a S-t-u-u-r-ma-n-s.

|"man IBEWelectrician. | live here in
Sedro-Wolley as a resident. And | wanted to speak
tonight in favor of constructing this facility using
skilled crafts workers wwth famly-wage j obs.
It's not often enough that we have construction

projects this size here in Skagit County where
el ectricians |ike nme can work so close to hone.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.
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M5. BARKER  Matt Philli ps.
MATT PHI LLIPS: Matt, Ma-t-t,
Phillips, P-h-i-Il-1l-i-p-s.

| live here locally with ny famly. | have
school -age children, own a | ocal business, and have a
13-year career in public safety as a firefighter here
in Washington. | |ove the nei ghborhood feeling and
communi ty-focused |ifestyle we have here in
Sedr o-Wol | ey, the abundant w ldlife, outstanding
scenery, et cetera.

|"mgoing to blast through this, so bear with ne.
|"'m here today to strongly oppose the proposed 800
megawatt hour battery energy storage systemin our
town due to the significant inpact to our conmmunity's
health, safety, and general welfare.

In ny line of work, current industry standard is
to antici pate we nay need 10,000 gallons of water to
mtigate a single electric vehicle fire. M research
from TESLA i ndicates a single EV can hold 50 to a
hundred kil owatt hours of energy. Assum ng the | ower
anmount of 50 kilowatt hours, we conpare that to --
take a quarter of the site that's being projected, of
the BESS site -- I'lIl skip all the math here --
equal s to about 4,000 EVs, a quarter of this site.

So if we had 4,000 EVs on fire, at 10,000 gall ons per
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each, we would need 40 mllion gallons of water.

The point here is to highlight the enornous scal e
of this facility. The runoff would threaten the
Skagit River. This size facility doesn't belong in
Sedro-Wol |l ey. The energy industry downpl ays the
occurrences of these fires, probably because it woul d
negatively affect profits. But these fires do happen
and keep occurring regularly, even with nodern
equi pnent and technol ogy and today's | eadi ng safety
metrics like the ones prom sed here by ol deneye.

July 18th, just less than a nonth ago, Santa Ana,
California, battery storage facility pronpted
evacuation, required 60 firefighters, under
I nvestigation. My 20th, just a couple nonths ago,
San Diego, California, Gateway energy storage
facility. Smaller than ours, 250 megawatt - hour
facility. Involved in a fire. Wter was punped into
the buil ding suppression systemto extinguish it.
They put a 650-foot barrier around for 22 hours with
air nonitoring equipnment fromdrones and robots. An
evacuation warning in a half mle around the area.
And they stayed on the fire for 17 days because it
reignited. 1've got six nore here.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
M. Phillips. (Unintelligible.)
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( Appl ause.)

M5. BARKER  Janes Del ay.

ALJ GERARD: Janes Del ay? Are you
present ?

JAMES DELAY: I'monline. Can you
hear nme?

ALJ GERARD: W can. Thank you.

JAMES DELAY: M/ nane's Janes
Delay. Spelling: J-a-me-s D-e-l-a-vy.

In short, what the fireman just said is totally
true. BESS fires are a lot nore -- they happen a | ot
nore often than what the devel opers say. His
estimates of the anount of water required were al so
accurate. The O ay Mesa BESS fire that he referenced
Is the second fire back in May. Used al nost 20
mllion gallons of water to try to control.

And ny bi ggest concern with this location is that
it's right next to Hansen Creek, which goes into
Skagit, and also its proximty to downtown
Sedro-Wolley. |If you have to evacuate, generally
nmost BESS fires have a -- both an evacuati on zone and
al so a shelter-in-place zone. The average is about a
mle and a half to two mles for evacuations, and

then the shelter in place is usually out to five
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mles.

W have seen, depending on |ocations, where the
shelter-in-place orders have been placed as far as
seven mles out because of the way the w nd goes
t hrough. There was a fire in Mel ba, |daho, where
t hey evacuat ed everybody, and the BESS devel oper who
was building the BESS -- and they actually had j ust
plugged it in for the very first tinme at the Ml ba,
| daho, fire just to see, you know, if everything was
wor king, and it then ignited and caught fire.

The devel oper actually had a contingency plan or
financial responsibility agreenent that basically had
t hem pay for everybody that was evacuated, and the
fire ended up burning for five days. Everybody who
was evacuated needed to be put up in hotels.

Goi ng back to the nost recent -- the -- the fire
in OGay Mesa, inmgine having to evacuate everybody in
downt own Sedro-Wolley for two weeks. And where are
they going to go? Were is the financial
responsibility for the cleanup of all the
contam nation of everything that cones out of
lithium you know, battery fires? And the list of
that stuff is exhaustive. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
1111
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ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, M. Del ay.

M5. BARKER: Kat hy Sutton.

KATHY SUTTON: Kathy Sutton.
K-a-t-h-y S-u-t-t-o-n. That better? Thank you.

| was going to talk al so about the San Diego fire
recently. | think one thing that Matt may have
mentioned but I mssed was that not only did it take
al nost 24 hours to contain it; it reignited itself
twice within the next two days, and then it went
further to contain it. People were evacuated for two
weeks. The evacuation had gone off and then been
reinstated. Plus what | read also is that there was
hydrogen fluoride released into the air up to 600
feet away fromthe site.

My concerns are local as well: Environnental for
the -- the land, the animals, but also the children
and the people's hones. Wthin a fewmles as the
crow flies up the site, we have Sedro-Wolley Hi gh
School, State Street H gh School, at |east four
el ementary schools. W have Cascade M ddl e School,

Ri verfront Park with baseball fields. W have

Jani cki basebal |l fields, Sedro-Wolley downtown area,
residential areas, Hansen Creek, Skagit River, Judy
Reservoir, which services -- stores PUD water to

service a lot of Skagit County and beyond.
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So worst-case scenario, of course, if there is a
thermal runaway, it could be big bad. Were is the
20 mllion gallons of water going to cone fromto
serve that, and then where is it going to outflow to?
To the river, to the creek, to the soil. You know,
that's going to be massive to cl ean up.

Again, our fire personnel, we don't want to
j eopardi ze them APS, Arizona. Eight firenen were
seriously injured, four of which were hospitalized
for chem cal burns, when they had an expl osi on down
there. | believe it was 2019. So a lot of risk.

Benefit? Maybe. | don't know. But a |ot of
risk to our community, our environnent, and our

children. So thank you.
(Appl ause.)

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, Ms. Sutton.
M5. BARKER  Suzanne Rohner.
SUZANNE ROHNER: Suzanne Rohner.
S-u-z-a-n-n-e R-o-h-n-e-r.
| have -- | want to echo the concerns that
Comm ssi oner Jani cki had about using ag land. W
need to eat. | also want to know who approached who.
Did EFSEC cone to the community, or did the community

go to EFSEC? Who started the ball rolling on this?
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| was looking up for lithiumfires today on the
Internet. On August 12th, in Dutch Harbor, a
container ship on a Yang M ng Wk (phonetic) ship
exploded. It was |loaded with lithium batteries.
They had to punp the hold full of carbon dioxide and
seal the hold off to put the fire out.

Al so, questions on deconm ssion. Wat is the
| ongevity of one of these systens? And what is the
environnental inpact of the mning of rare-earth
mnerals to get the lithiumbatteries and the
di sposal of those batteries? What's the entire
environnental inpact wth that?

And the other thing that really kind of chilled
me was the statenment that the final decision -- and
| " m ki nd of unclear on whose final decision, whether
it's EFSEC or not -- but the final decision preenpts
ot her state and | ocal decisions. And that sounds
| i ke sonebody's giving up control, and it doesn't sit

well with me.

(Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, M. Rohner.

M5. BARKER  Et han Pf ahl

ETHAN PFAHL: It's Ethan Pfahl,
P-h-a-h-1.
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Good evening, Council. M nane is Ethan. | work
for Li UNA Local 292. | represent approximately 1300
construction craft | aborers, including those who |ive
and work in Sedro-Wolley. The CGol deneye energy
project wll be the gold standard for all projects in
Skagit and surroundi ng counties. This project is a
step in the right direction, pushing us towards a
cl ean energy transition. Coldeneye will neet all the
State's new nmandates for clean energy while
si mul t aneously providing a hundred, approximtely,
good- paying jobs with benefits for the nen and wonen
bui l ding this |Iandmark project.

The CGol deneye project will help limt the
ever-grow ng burden of stressing the grid. ol deneye
wi Il also assist the grow ng demands of all -- of an
I ncreasi ng popul ation, the severe weather storns
whi ch |l eave famlies w thout power for many days. |
under st and everybody's safety concerns, but that's
why there's commttees |ike you guys to uphold those
safety concerns. |In general, |abor supports the
ol deneye project. Thank you.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, M. Pfahl.
M5. BARKER  Val Millen.
VAL MULLEN: [I'mVal Millen. V-a-I

Mu-Il-1-e-n. | live 15 mnutes fromthis project.
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And |I'mactually opposed to the project, but it
sounds like it mght already be a done deal.

| also want to know the life of the project. And
| ' m concerned about the parcels that are zoned
agricultural, natural resources. Wy are we able to
do that in these zoned areas? |If | wanted to do
sonething like that, I"msure | would be shot down
I mredi ately.

The project is near population -- a very
popul ated park, the Skagit River, Hansen Creek. None
of these are really conpatible with a lithiumion
battery.

And | noticed on one of the maps that you showed,
none of these projects are in Seattle or Everett or
in the popul ated areas. Wy are we just in the rural
areas that are hosting these projects?

The batteries are not recyclable. They're
expensive to manufacture. The mning for the |ithium
destroys | and, ecosystens, pollutes water, pollutes
air. The extraction depletes the water needed by
agricultural and honeowners. And extrenme cold can
damage these batteries.

So | have a opposition to this, but |I'mjust
wonder i ng how nuch i npact our statenents have on

this. Thank you.
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( Appl ause.)

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, Ms. Mill en.

M5. BARKER  Bonni e Hel ns.

BONNIE HELM5: Hi. Do you need ne
to spell ny nane?

ALJ CGERARD: Yes, please.

BONNI E HELMS:  You need ne to spell
nmy nane? B-o-n-n-i-e He-I-ms

So | did Ilike that you tal ked about the
| egi sl ative mandates. | kind of wanted to tal k about
that. EFSEC has been an i ndependent agency hardly
| onger than any rules or regulations for siting a
BESS have existed. 2022, House Bill 1812, as |
understand it, enabled you to streanline green energy
projects to neet net-zero policy goals of the
out goi ng governor. | hope Council's taking due
process and adequate tinme investigating these
projects and their justifications and involving NEPA
when requi red.
SCOTUS' s deci sion on Chevron deference should be

consi dered in your upcom ng expedited rul e- maki ng
t hat public conmment closes on on Septenber 24th.
There are many reasons to postpone a deci sion or

demand an EIS. |1'd refer you to the cities of
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Covi ngton and Bl ack Di anond's councils, who both

pl aced noratoriuns on BESS to allow for further

I nvestigation of things |ike evacuation plans, plune
studies, firefighting ability, and nore. There's a
| ot of info available that shows |ithium based
batteries pose many risks to the environnent and
community, all while alternative technology is
avai l able. Data center demand is not a valid
justification in my mnd. Find for a determ nation
of significance, and obtain a third-party EI'S, and do
a NEPA review especially if any of this energy is
bei ng exported out of state. Thanks.

ALJ GERARD:. Thank you, Ms. Hel ns.
( Appl ause.)

M5. BARKER  Ernesto Avel ar.

ALJ GERARD: Do we have Ernesto
Avel ar either in person or online?

ERNESTO AVELAR:  Yeah, |I'monline.
Can you hear ne?

ALJ GERARD: | can. Go ahead and
spell your nanme, and nmake your comments, please.
Thank you, sir.

ERNESTO AVELAR: My nane is Ernesto

Avel ar. E-r-n-e-s-t-o A-v-e-l-a-r.
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| amthe director of policy and regul atory
affairs affiliated with the Laborers International
Union of North Anmerica in the Northwest Region. W
work directly with the Washi ngton and Northern | daho
District Council of Laborers and Laborers Local 292
that covers the area in which the project is being
proposed. W wanted to thank Chair Drew, the
Council, and its staff for allowng us to participate
this evening to voice our support of the CGol deneye
energy storage project.

As Washi ngtonians continue its commtnents to a
cl ean energy transaction in efforts to neet the
State's mandates to reduce greenhouse gas em ssions,
t he Gol deneye project wll play an inportant role not
only in the build-out of the infrastructure, which
wi |l provide support and stability to the system
whi |l e providing energy security for our |ocal
comruni ties during extrene weat her events.

In addition to the added energy systemstability,
the | ocal econom c benefits that CGol deneye is
I nvesting by creating a hundred good-payi ng
fam|y-wage jobs, that will be built by a trained and
skill ed workforce which includes a commtnent to
utilizing registered apprenticeship progranms and

ensuring a dependable -- the dependability of a clean
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energy future.

The Li UNA Nort hwest Regi on comends the devel oper
for its work on this project to ensure an equitable
and just transition, its investnent to the
devel opnent of a locally trained and skilled
wor kf orce of the community. W ask the comm ssion to
approve this project. And we thank you in advance
for your tine and consideration. Thank you.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, M. Avelar.

Pl ease next.

M5. BARKER  Connie MIler.
CONNIE M LLER: Good evening. M
nane is Connie Mller. Co-n-n-i-e Mi-Il-Il-e-r.

| really don't have a lot of coments. |'m new
to this process. This is ny first exposure to BESS.
And so | really have a | ot of questions. |
understand you nay not be able to answer them But
|'"d like to note ny questions for the record.

So nmy first question really is about who owns
this project. |s CGoldeneye owned by the devel oper,
and will they maintain ownership as they operate the
facility? | understand that they build and operate,
but it wasn't clear who actually owns the facility.

VWhat's -- ny other question is, what supplies the

energy that is actually stored? |I|s that existing
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energy through, you know, our dans, our other
sources, or will there be new energy sources to
create that energy that then will be stored at BESS?

And then since this is an unmanned | ocati on and
al though it's great we m ght have jobs for the
construction of the project, there's no long-term
j obs here, fromwhat | understand. Wo detern nes
when that energy is released? That's a question |
have. |s that energy rel eased to Puget Sound Energy,
and is it therefore sold to then? And then who
receives the benefit and the profits of that energy
sal e?

So | just don't understand the whol e ecosystem of

how t hat actually works. But those are sone

guestions | had. |'malso concerned about the
lithiumion battery storage. |'mwondering if other
options were considered, |ike Iithium phosphate,

ni ckel, salt, or even new technol ogy recently

announced by Sanmsung using solid-state for storage.
Sol will follow up with sonme information you

provided to see if | can get answers to these

guestions. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, Ms. Mller.
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M5. BARKER  Sally Carl son.

SALLY CARLSON: S-a-l-1-y
Ca-r-l-s-0-n. Thank you.
| "' mwondering -- |I'mconcerned about a neltdown,
which it's not a matter of if it wll happen. It's

when it wll happen. And this --
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: ExactlYy.

to be sitting practically right on top of a nobile
honme park with a | ot of people who are on very fixed
i ncones. They're not prepared for being housed in a
hotel for two weeks or -- there's -- they don't have
the resources for that.

So who woul d pay for that? You? You guys? O
is that on PSE s pl ate?

That's all | have to say. Environnentally, bad

deci si on.

( Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
Ms. Carl son.
Who' s next ?
M5. BARKER  Beverly Lauderm | k.
BEVERLY LAUDERM LK: The story of
nmy life. Beverly, B-e-v-e-r-1-y, LaudermlKk,

SALLY CARLSON: -- project is going
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L-a-u-d-e-r-mi-|-Kk.

Thank you for this opportunity for us to speak
and have our input. Wen there's -- we have a
probl em obviously, where as -- we have a problem
obviously, as just a state. W're making the
decision to get off of fossil fuels as quickly as we
can for the sake of our environnment, for the sake of
our waters and our air. And | just find it a problem
that our solution can involve a thermal runaway that
may cause pollution in our rivers, in our air, and
it'll affect the environnment, our children, the
ani mal s around us.

The gases that are produced by these batteries,
whi ch ny understanding is that when one has a
problem it imedi ately causes an ongoi ng effect;
like Sally said, a neltdown. Skin burns, |ung
damage, possible system c issues.

And | don't think this is a good plan. If we
have a problem we need a solution. W don't need
nore probl ens being caused by the solution. And
why -- why M. -- | can't -- | can't see your nane.
You said these things don't happen, they're --
they're better now. They are happening. And there's
no guarantee that they won't happen. And you're only

going to have -- you're not going to have anybody
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manning them That just doesn't neke good sense.
This is the comunity that needs this land and this

water. We need to protect our Earth.

(Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
Ms. Lauderm | k.
Next, pl ease.
M5. BARKER  Derek Mal oney.
DEREK MALONEY: Yeah, ny nane's

Derek Mal oney. D-e-r-e-k Ma-l-0-n-e-y. [|'man | BEW
menber. | support this project.
Some quick research. | found a report here from

EPRI that says that the rate of failure incidents
fell 97 percent between 2018 and 2023. As technol ogy
evol ves, you know, there are risks obviously.
Everything that we do involves sone sort of risk.
And, you know, we know that we have a problemw th
green energy, and part of that problemis storage.

W need to create the storage sonewhere. It has
to be close to substations in order for it to work.
So | support this project. Thank you.

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you,

M. Mal oney.

Next, pl ease.
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DEREK MALONEY: (Unintelligible.)

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, sir.

M5. BARKER  Jack Moore.

ALJ GERARD: Jack Mbore, are you
either in person or online? I|f so, go ahead and
speak up, please.

Let's go ahead and nove on, please.
M5. BARKER  Keith Weir.
KEI TH VEI R Good eveni ng, Chair

Drew, nmenbers of the community. Can everybody hear

me?
ALJ GERARD: W can. Thank you.
KEITH WVEIR  Ckay. M nane is
Keith Weir. Spelling is K-e-i-t-h We-i-r. | am
al so an | BEW nenber; however, fromthe southern
| ocal -- IBEW Local 46 -- representing four counties,
over 6,200 trained, skilled, licensed electricians
and apprentices that will be ensuring that this work

Is put in safely, appropriately, and properly.

Many nmentions. | could go over everything
that -- the grid, right? W are trying to save our
pl anet, save our environnment. |'m hearing

everybody's concerns. That's why there are these
processes for everybody to be heard.

The work that we've done in the past several
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years around resiliency for comunities rely on
backup storage. So when we do have a cataclysmc
climte event and power goes down and there is no
backup available, |'ve heard people nention the
school s and people who can | east afford it and -- and
col l eges and all these other -- nursing hones. And
this is what this is all about hel ping to provide
power for. This is one -- one leg of the stool to
try and mtigate what is comng in an inpending
climate-rel ated i nci dent.

So pl ease consider that, right? This is an
answer. It is available. It can be done safely. W
can all work together to make it work and ensure that
the community benefits, its done appropriately and
safely, and that everybody -- Heaven forbid that
climte event does cone -- we will be nmuch, nuch
better suited to handle that. Thank you very nuch
for your tine this evening.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, M. Weir.

Who' s next ?

M5. BARKER  Elly Wananbi si .

ELLY WANAMBI SI:  Good eveni ng,
| adi es and gentlenmen. M nane El|ly Wananbi si,
Wa-n-a-mb-i-s-i. [I'man organizer with the

Washi ngt on and Northern Idaho District Council of
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Laborers and Laborers Local 292.

As ny col | eagues have spoken before, I'min favor
of this project because it's going to bring a | ot of
skilled work for our area. W have 250 nenbers that
live in this area, so this is going to be really good
for this community and for the future. W're all --
whether we like it or not, the future is com ng, and
we have to be prepared for it, so this job wll be
there to help us with the clean energy and the future
comng for this area and for our kids and the future
famlies. So that's all | have to say. I'min favor
of this project. Thank you.

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you,
M. Wananbi si .

Next, pl ease.

M5. BARKER  Patty Boettcher.
PATTY BOETTCHER: Patty Boettcher.
P-a-t-t-y B-o0-e-t-t-c-h-e-r.

| live directly across the street fromthis
proposal, and |I've not heard one word about the
Wl lians pipeline. There are three major gas
pi peline within 1500 feet of this proposal. And in
sone places, it's only 10 feet underground.

There is also a natural gas service line that

services the area that's on that side of the street.
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Again, |less than a hundred yards.

There is a water nmain line that runs on that side

of the street as well. There's also the Bonneville
power |line on the east -- or excuse ne -- on the west
side that has not been addressed. |"m not sure if

there's a buffer zone for that is all.

Hansen Creek. W are going to -- there's another
person behind ne that's going to di scuss about the
fl oodi ng that has occurred in that area. W have
pi ctures, and we'll make sure that you get those.

There's also a nice new elk herd that |oves to
live inny field. Again, howis it going to be
I npact ed?

| really oppose this sinply because we are a
farm ng community, and this is definitely going to
i npact the ability to continue to farmin that area.

Thank you.
( Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
Ms. Boettcher.

M5. BARKER  Virginia Good.

VIRA NIA GOOD VLAHOVICH:  Virginia
Good VI ahovich. G o-0-d capital V-l-a-h-o0-v-i-c-h.

| live five mnutes fromthe project. And |
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ranch cattle. And it's obvious that when big
conpani es cone into these littler communities, that
farm and |i ke pastureland gets swall owed up first
because it hasn't got wheat on it or potatoes or
broccoli or sonmething like that, and we get it for a
little bit |ess noney, versus building by the cities
that are going to take advantage of the rolling

bl ackouts they're going to have that we don't have.

Sol -- 1 can't see how we truly benefit in this
area. W have an active volcano in our backyard,

M. Baker. If it erupts, what's going to flood?
It's comng right down the Skagit Rver. [It's going
to take all that out. Sure, it's going to be
hazardous for a whole | ot of things, but why add
another ingredient into the mx fromall that?

The infrastructure of the road, handling all
t hese heavy batteries that want to conme into our
community. Qur roads are not prepared for that kind
of thing. | nean, you would have to really do sone
roadwork to build this up and nake it good.

And repl acenent of the batteries. How often do
they have to pull themout and bring in new ones? So
here's nore big, heavy equi pnment on our roads that we
have little cars that go up and down them all day

| ong, not big trucks.
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Kids on bicycles still play on the roads here.
Peopl e wal k on the roads here all the tine. And |I'd
hate to have to think that ny cows m ght have to
drink that lithiumwater. Because | ama rancher,

and I'mjust not for it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
Ms. VI ahovi ch.
Next, pl ease.
M5. BARKER  Kim O Har a.
ALJ GERARD: Kim O Hara, are you in
person or online? |[|f so, go ahead and speak up.
Let's go ahead and nove (unintelligible) so we
can call (unintelligible).
M5. BARKER  Erica Howel .
ERI CA HONELL: Ckay. Erica Howell.
E-r-i-c-a -- E-r-i-c-a. FErica Howell, Ho-we-I-I.
So I'mnot as prepared as everyone else. |
actually just found out about this today, and I live
five mnutes away. So not as prepared. But a couple
notes. Ckay?
Kids, small -- like, lots of kids, all the
schools. 1'll just read what |'ve got here.

How much choice do we actually have in this
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matter? That's ny first question. | spent ny
afternoon studying, and all that 1've |earned has --
has nme here to strongly oppose this project. M
famly and | live just five mnutes away. The risk
Is too large to take on, in ny opinion.

|'"ve lived here all ny life. |'ve never |ost
power for nore than 48 hours. [It's never happened to
nme personally. | don't find it as a major issue. |
don't hear any of ny community nenbers telling ne
it's a major issue.

|"'mnot on board with the three-m nute-to-death
toxic gas funes that could be comng out if -- if
di saster strikes, which 60 have happened majorly in
the last, what, two, three years.

And then let's not get onto the science of this
supposed green energy. The mning, what it's doing
to our planet -- excuse ne -- all of that. It's not
the way, not the solution, not the place.

And | would like to inquire also on the noise
I npact, because you're guys's assessnent is saying 40
deci bels or Iess while the other resources |'m seeing
are saying between 70 to 92 decibels. So what is the
actual noise inpact going to be?

And that's all |'ve got for you guys. Thank you.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, Ms. Howel | .
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M5. BARKER  Ti na Chanpeaux.
TI NA CHAMPEAUX: Tina, T-i-n-a,
Chanpeaux, C-h-a-m p-e-a-u-X.

| Iive nine mles north of Sedro-Wolley. |I'ma
property owner. |'malso engaged in the farm bureau.
"' mnot representing the farmbureau, but | ama
voting nmenber

So | was raised in agriculture. | |ove Skagit
County. It's always been a farm ng community. W
stand behind our farnmers nostly. Qur farm ng
community is really under really serious problens
with the inflation and regul ati on, m cromanagi ng, all
of that. The farners are having to hard tine.

What | really have a problemwth is howthis
conpany, ol dfinch Energy Storage, actually gets a
free pass on farmng land. That just isn't okay. W
want to keep our farmng community, and we want to
keep how it | ooks, and we want to make our farners
prosperous. That's ny main issue, is the farn and.

It's also interesting, and | just found this out
today. | appreciate what this other |ady said,
because | haven't had a ot of tinme to research. But
it's interesting how a conpany in New York picked our
county. And | certainly would Iike to know how t hat

happened.
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Anyway, thank you for your tine.

( Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
Ms. Chanpeaux.
M5. BARKER M ke Rogers.
M KE ROGERS: | am M ke Rogers.
Mi-k-e Ro-g-e-r-s.
| have dealt wth several environnental and
safety concerns in nmy experiences.
Did you say sonet hi ng?
CHAIR DREW Can we pause, please?
M KE ROCGERS: Pardon?
ALJ GERARD: (Unintelligible.)

MKE ROGERS: I'msorry. | can't
hear you.

ALJ CGERARD: The al arm going off.
| f you go ahead and start back over, we'll reset the

timer for you.
M KE ROGERS: Ckay.
ALJ GERARD: Thank you, sir.
M KE ROGERS: The environnent al

I ssues that |I'mconcerned with are -- are | eakage,

within this project. How are they going to be dealt

expl osions, fire, and contam nation of the whole area
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In your wite-ups, you say that you will have
water for fire suppression. |Is that the only nethod
you w Il have? And |ike people have said, that's a

| ot of water.

O herw se, the safety issues and stuff have
really been dealt with with other peopl e speaking.

But | have one -- one thing that | would like to
say. |'ve dealt with State environnental, State
safety people, and they seemto |listen to what we
say, but they've already got their m nds nade up.
They don't want it. It doesn't nake any difference
what you say. |It's there. And hopefully this
Council will be able to listen and pass this
information on to an admnistration who is pro clean

envi ronnent. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, M. Rogers.

M5. BARKER  Andrew Vander Stoep.

ALJ GERARD: Could you repeat the
name, please.

M5. BARKER  Andrew Vander Stoep.

ANDREW VANDER STCEP: Hey,

everybody. Andrew Vander Stoep. V-a-n-d-e-r, space,
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S-t-o0-e-p.

|"'ma resident of Muunt Vernon. [|'ma Munt
Vernon City Council nenber. And |I'm an | BEW nenber.
And -- oh. Excuse ne. |BEWnenber. Munt Vernon
Gty Council menber. |'mnot representing either of
those, 'cause |I'mgoing to go off of what | had
witten down,

| hear the concerns of everybody here, and |I want
to acknowl edge those. And this is a different
conversation than probably what people are interested
in having. But | think that the United States is
changi ng how manufacturing is going to be done. |
think that we're trying to bring jobs back to the
United States in a neaningful way, and | think that
to do that, we have to have sone neani ngful inpact
and energy transition.

| don't know if this is the answer. | think it's
a part of the puzzle. 1've lived in Skagit County
for 26 years, and we do not have good jobs here. W
have very few of them W' re one of the poorest
counties in the state. And ny high school friends
and many of ny famly have struggled with that for
generations, and it's a real problem

And it's a different county than other people in

this roomare tal king about, and so | feel |ike
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there's sonme conflict here. But a house ten years
ago used to be about 130K. You're going to not get
anything for |ess than 400-, $500,000 now, and the --
the jobs aren't there to support that. Not in Skagit
County.

So that is why I'"'min support of this project,
because | hope that this |eads to manufacturing in
the ports and in other places in Skagit County to
bring good jobs here. Thank you.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, sir.
Next, pl ease.
M5. BARKER  Keith Wagoner.
KEI TH WAGONER: Good evening. |'m
Kei th Wagoner -- K-e-i-t-h Wa-g-0-n-e-r -- senator
fromthe 39th Legislative District, which you are
sitting in now.

First of all, | appreciate the acknow edgnent
that this project does not create nore power. And
that's what we actually need, is the creation of nore
power. This is like filling up the bathtub because
the well mght go dry, and then you've got a little
bit of water for a while. It's not the type of
solution we need to support our nmanufacturing
i ndustries that are growing rapidly in this county.

| do want to see those good jobs that we're
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| acking here with our IBEWfol ks. They deserve good
jobs. 1'd rather see themput in a facility,
particularly if we're sacrificing our val uable
agricultural land, sonmething that's going to provide
energy. And there's lots of options out there. The
first one that cones to ny mnd -- thanks for
bringing up the natural gas lines are right there.

We could put in sone natural gas generators,
which are far cheaper. They don't have a 20-year
l'ifespan with hazardous waste di sposal at the end of
that lifespan. They're on |line when you need them
They're off-1ine when you don't. W understand the
dangers. And that would provide real power to our
grid. W do not suffer from power outages at the
main line. W get themwhen a tree falls down five
mles away or a transfornmer gets hit.

So you're asking the community to take on faith
that all of the hard | essons have al ready been
| earned, but the thing about hard | essons are you
never know when it's your |ast one.

So here are ny questions. You said you talked to
the tribes. | would like to know which tribes and
what their response is, because | represent three of
them | don't think the 250 mlIlion is an altruistic

donation to our comunity, so | want to know what the
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busi ness nodel is, how that gets paid, and does it
affect our rate payers.

And, lastly, which governor will make this
deci sion, the current governor or the next governor?

Thank you.
(Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,

M. \Wagoner.
Next, pl ease.

M5. BARKER  John Tor ger son.

ALJ GERARD: Wuld you go ahead and
repeat that, please.

M5. BARKER  John Tor ger son.

JOHN TORGERSON:  John Tor gerson.
J-0-h-n T-0-r-g-e-r-s-o0-n.

Little history. |If the long-termresidents
remenber, Bacus Hi |l Nuclear Power Plant did not go
I n because it could have raised the tenperature of
the Skagit River and that Skagit River is the only
one in the nation that has all varieties of sal non.
Excuse ne.

And for fire suppression, how are you going to
prevent this fire-water slurry fromgetting into --

are you building a bermaround the entire area to

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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contain all these mllions of gallons
going to build a berm will it be as
bermthat wll protect the people fro
90- deci bel noise all night long as th
bei ng drai ned?

Those are the questions. You kno
everybody's quality of life.

And al so, what about the val ue of
honmes next to this that have to go an
constant noise? Sure, it may be only
a lot nore than just a few birds chir
nore val ue?

Li ke he said, a bathtub or the po
sound? Children. 1t's peace and qui

pollution. Can't get rid of noise.

( Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank
M. Torgerson.

M5. BARKER  Kim Ru

ALJ GERARD: Kim Ru
you in person or online right now? |

and speak up, please.

up at the second part of the neeting?

? And if you're
ound- deadeni ng
m pot enti al

e batteries are
w, it's changi ng
t he people's

d deal with

40, but that's

pi ng. Wat has

wer or the

et. Noise
Thank you.
you,

benst ei n.
benstein, are

f so, go ahead

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You can sign

2536276401 BALITIGATION SERVICES
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ALJ CGERARD:
both. [It's a possibility.
nove on.

M5. BARKER

P-a-t-r-i-c-k K-n-a-p-p.
Sedr o- Wol | ey.

| cane tonight. | didn't
anyt hi ng prepared. |
mnd. |
jobs. That's very inportant.
about farmn and.

back. ['"'mtorn.

jewel . That concerns ne.

But | also have a history

l'i ke, |

because it's in ny backyard.

need sonething, it's,
|"'mthree -- three properties
backyard, and |'m concer ned.

si des.

we' | |

PATRI CK KNAPP:
First off,

amcertainly in favor of jobs,

Once it's gone,

Al so know that Hansen Creek is a place that

taken ny kids and ny grandkids to see sal non.

those that say "not ny backyard."

You can sign up for

go ahead and j ust
Patri ck Knapp.
Patri ck Knapp.

wel cone to

-- oObviously don't have

canme to listen with an open

l'iving-wage
But |I'm al so adamant

we can't get it

|'ve

It's a

of railing against

You know, when we
don't want it here,
And |'mtorn because
away, so it's in ny
|"'mstill weighing both

IS

What ki nd of upset nme and set ne back tonight

from-- | forgot the nane of the conpany now. [|I'm
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sorry. Gold -- Golden -- yeah. A $250 million
project, and you couldn't tell us how many you have
on line and operating, and you have no history of

these. That scares ne. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, M. Knapp.

M5. BARKER  Cel este Frisbee.

CELESTE FRI SBEE: Cel este Fri sbee.
Ce-l-e-s-t-e F-r-i-s-b-e-e.

"' m here on behalf of nyself. | live within two
mles, on ny grandparents' farm And ny nother,
Karen Frisbee, who lives on Mnkler Road in the hone
| lived in and grew up in, just down the street from
us.

| just want to address a fewthings. | heard the
comrent this would be an LID project. And I just
want it to be known that this is not a | ow i npact
devel opnent for those of us who live in the i medi ate
vicinity. This is a major industrial infrastructure
project. This is sited on ag and rural |ands, which
are protected, as you've heard. Because in Skagit
County, nost people don't know this, but we have the
top 2 percent soils in the world. Ckay?

We grow food here so that we can live. W need

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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water, clean air, and food to survive. Those are
essential things. Power is not, actually. And if
you've lived in this region, you understand that the
whol e |1-5 corridor once was ag-producing and i s no

| onger. Skagit County is one of the only

ag- produci ng maj or producers on the west side of the
state now.

The creek, Hansen Creek. |f you know any history
about that creek, it suffered major pollution from
the Northern State project, and only recently has it
seen any efforts to mtigate those pollutants.
Meanwhi | e, people like nme grew up swimmng in these
creeks. These creeks are also perennial. Otentines
they're not perennial any |longer. They go dry. Last
year, they didn't -- our creek that | live on didn't
fill up until alnobst Novenber. These are
sal non- beari ng streans.

Many people on M nkler Road, including ny nother,
have a well. Her point is only nine feet down.

We're dealing with drought. The County forbades
irrigation of crops. Water is a hot, contentious
I ssue.

The need. For whomis this need? Those who live

here? | think not. | only see a few of ny nei ghbors

here. | find it egregious that we were not notified

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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in any direct way --

ALJ GERARD: Ms. Fri sbee.

CELESTE FRI SBEE: -- about this
meeting. | heard about it by chance, and that tells

me wholly that there is not care or concern for the

people who live here and will have to live wth this.

|'ve driven by this site --

ALJ GERARD: Ms. Fri sbee.

CELESTE FRI SBEE: -- every day for
the last 30 years.

ALJ GERARD: We're over now.

CELESTE FRISBEE: | have -- |'m
going to take the tinme that other people didn't use,
who will give ne perm ssion.

ALJ GERARD: W have two m nutes
per person. Unfortunately, we have a | and-use
neeting right after the neeting.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  You can
speak for ne.

ALJ GERARD: You can actually
submt the comments online afterwards if you w sh
themto consider.

CELESTE FRI SBEE: (Unintelligible)
to speak here tonight (unintelligible).

ALJ GERARD: W' ve set the tine

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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limts for everybody. W have been consistent. |'m
not picking on you at all. W're now 45 m nutes

afterwards. But thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BARKER The follow ng are
recall nanes.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you.

M5. BARKER  Charles Johnson. Seth
Newsone. Jack Moore. Kim O Hara.

ALJ GERARD: Wasn't that Rubenstein
al so?

M5. BARKER  They're going to speak
| ater at the end of the neeting.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you.

CHAIR DREW Thank you for all of
your time. W are 20 mnutes late for our second
neeting. W will take a quick five-m nute break, and
then we will start the | and-use neeting. Thank you.

(Pause from7:17 p.m to

7:28 p.m)

CHAIR DREW Again, this is
Kat hl een Drew, chair of the Energy Facility Site

Eval uati on Council, bringing this |and-use
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consi stency hearing to order. This is required by

Code 463- 26- 035.

During this hearing, we will have testinony
regarding the project's -- proposed project's
consi stency and conpliance wth | and-use plans and

zoni ng ordi nances. That is the only subject that

in order for the Council to create the record and

make a determ nation on | and-use consi stency and

So with that, Ms. G antham w |l you call the
Council roll.
M5. GRANTHAM Certainly, Chair
Dr ew.
Depart nent of Comrerce.

MS. OSBORNE: El i zabet h Gsbor ne,

Departnment of Fish and WIldlife.

RCW 80. 50. 090, Sub 2, and Washi ngton Adm nistrative

will be allowed during this hearing. W've had the

general comments, and this is now very specifically

conpliance with | and-use plans and zoni ng ordi nances.

present .
M5. GRANTHAM  Depart nent of
Ecol ogy.
MR LEVITT: Eli Levitt, present.
M5. GRANTHAM  Thank you,
M. Levitt.
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MR, LIVINGSTON: M ke Livingston
her e.

M5. GRANTHAM  Depart nent of
Nat ural Resources.

MR. YOUNG Lenny Young, present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Utilities and
Transportati on Comm ssi on.

MS. BREWSTER  Stacey Brewster,
present.

M5. GRANTHAM  For the | ocal
governnent: For the Gol deneye BESS, for Skagit
County, Robby Eckroth.

MR. ECKROTH:  Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  For administrative
| aw judge: Dan GCerard.

ALJ GERARD: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  And for counsel for
the environnent, Yuriy Korol.

MR KORCL: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM Chair, there is a

quor um
CHAI R DREW  Thank you.
And with that, | wll turn it over to Judge
Gerard.

ALJ GERARD: As Chair Drew said,

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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this is the | and-use consistency portion of the
hearing. W are going to start wth the applicants
presenting a snmall brief presentation and then giving
their comments on that.

W will then segue into those speakers who had

signed up to make comments on the |land-use -- |I'm
sorry -- land-use plans and zoni ng ordi nances. And
if we do have additional tine, we'll then open the

floor to other participants who didn't sign up, if
they wish to nake comments exclusively on the

| and-use pl ans and zoni ng ordi nances. W'Il|l talk
about how nuch tinme we'll give each party once we see
where we are on that process.

So if the applicant would |li ke to begin, please
go ahead and do so.

MR. McMAHON: Thank you. Can you
hear nme okay? Good.

Thank you very nuch, Judge CGerard, Chair Drew,
Counci | nmenbers. Tim MMhon here, for the record,
representing the applicant in the |and-use
consi stency hearing. I|I'mhere to ny left with
Grace -- wwth Jordan Grace from Tetra Tech. He is
actually a fact witness. And should you wish to
swear himin, | think he's willing to do that. |

wi |l be presenting argunent. You can deci de whet her
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or not you need to swear ne in for that. But | wll
not be actually providing factual testinony. Jordan
will be, just so you kind of get the lay of the |and
her e.

We previously provided a | and-use hearing
menorandumto the Council, and | believe
Ms. Haf keneyer distributed that. |If not, it's okay.
It's available in the record and in your packet.

So wwth that, | wll turn this over to Jordan,
who w Il provide sone testinony about consistency,
| and-use consistency fromhis work in devel opi ng the
application materials, and then I'lIl finish up with
about four or five mnutes of |egal argunent or
di scussion. | think in total wll be 10-ish m nutes,
10, 11 mnutes or so together. So thank you very
much. [|'ll pass the m ke to Jordan.

MR. GRACE: Can everyone hear ne?
Closer? Yeah? How s that? Al right.

Good evening, Council Chair Drew and Counci l
menbers. M nane is Jordan Grace, and |'Il|l be giving
an approximately five-mnute presentation on the
project's | and-use consi stency.

"' man environnental planner at Tetra Tech with
nine years of professional experience. | have a

bachel or's degree in environnental science and
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pl anni ng, public policy and managenent fromthe
University of Oregon, with the majority of ny
prof essi onal work focused in planning.

Over the | ast seven years, |'ve supported
preparation of state and | ocal permt applications
for a variety of new energy and infrastructure
projects, with ny main focus being | and-use
conpl i ance and consi st ency.

|'' m here today because | prepared the |and-use
consi stency review, which is included as Attachnent H
to the application for site certificate, which I'1]
be referring to as the ASC

"Il start by -- excuse ne -- wal king through a
rel evant piece of project history. Prior to the
appl i cant seeki ng approval through the EFSEC process,
they net with Skagit County staff to discuss the
County's approach to permtting the project. One
topi c of discussion was the project's use category
under the Skagit County Code, which determ nes
whet her or not it would be an allowed use in the
proposed zone.

Skagit County Code Section 14.04.020 defines
three classifications of utility devel opnents: M nor
utility, major utility, or major regional utility, as

|isted here on this slide.
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Foll owi ng a request fromthe applicant for an
adm nistrative interpretation, Skagit County Pl anni ng
and Devel opnment Services issued a notice of decision,
concluding that this battery energy storage project
woul d be considered a major utility devel opnent. The
signed portion of the approval is included on this
slide, and the notification portion is included as
Appendi X A in the | and-use consistency review
docunent. The County's decision was based on the
project's lack of regionality, smaller scale, de
mnims inpacts to built and natural environnment, and
| ocal nature of energy storage.

Since this admnistrative interpretation request
was approved in February 2023, the applicable -- the
appl i cabl e zoni ng code has not changed, and the
project, itself, has not substantively changed. It
remains a |local energy storage facility that neets
the definition of a magjor utility developnent. It is
not designed to be regional in nature. |[It's proposed
on a snaller scale, and its inpacts to the built and
natural environnments wll be de mnims.

In light of the County's admnistrative
interpretation, the standards addressed in the
| and- use consi stency revi ew docunent are focused on

the project's classification as a major utility
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devel opnent.

Now | "Il wal k through the | and-use consi stency
pi ece. The project is |located within the
agricultural natural resource | and zone. According
to Skagit County Code 14.16.400, major utility
devel opnents are all owed as a hearing exam ner
special use in the zone. |In other words, the County
woul d allow this project to proceed with conditions
to ensure the project conplies with the applicable
criteria, such as setbacks.

Note that a segnent of Skagit PUD water line wll
need to be upgraded as part of project construction.
This water |line upgrade is described in the ASC so
I npacts can be evaluate, but it is not intended to be
included in or regulated by the site certification
agreenment, because it wll be reviewed and approved
t hrough the PUD s processes and deeded over to Skagit
PUD follow ng construction. This water |ine segnent
Is located in the rural reserve zone. Major utility
devel opnents are also allowed as a hearing exam ner
speci al use zone.

In Section 3 of the | and-use consistency review,
the project's consistency with applicable goals and
policies of the Skagit County Conprehensive Plan is

denonstrated. And sorry. The goals and policies of
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t he conprehensive plan are considered blueprints for
the zoning code. The Skagit County Conprehensive

Pl an i ncludes goals and policies for preservation of
agricultural land for agricultural uses. The nain
proj ect parcel where BESS facilities would be
constructed is approximately 14 acres in size. About
half of this parcel is currently devel oped with four
exi sting structures and three overhead transm ssion
lines. The remaining seven acres are di sconnected
fromlarger agricultural production as M nkler Road
borders the south -- the northwestern portion of the
parcel and the underlying | andowner does not own any
of the abutting parcels. Because the project would

I npact wetl ands and frequently fl ooded areas, the ASC
provi des an anal ysis of inpacts and proposes
mtigation accordingly.

Section 4 of the |and-use consistency review
provi des a detail ed assessnent of conpliance with the
appl i cabl e provisions of the Skagit County Code.

Here are a few exanpl es.

Set backs of 35 feet in the front, 15 feet on the
sides, and 35 feet in the rear are required and are
met. A maxi mum hei ght of 40 feet. The tallest
proj ect conponent, the lightning mast, is estimated

to be about 30 feet in height.
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New structures should be |located within the
exi sting devel oped area of conpatible structures in
the sanme ownership. This is net because the subject
property and adj acent properties contain existing
el ectrical utilities, including three transm ssion
i nes and PSE' s Sedro-Woll ey substation.

O her code requirenents, such as | andscapi ng,
| ow i npact devel opnent, parking, and performance
standards, involving vibration, heat, glare, steam
noi se, and electrical disturbance are net. Wth
EFSEC s concurrence and the County's determ nation
that this project is an all owed use, EFSEC w ||l need
to assess whether any conditions are required, such
as setbacks or nmaxinmal structure height. These
condi tions would be included with the site
certification agreenent to ensure conpliance with the
appl i cabl e provisions of the Skagit County Code.
Specific conditions would be assessed by the Council
and staff as part of future processes.

Thank you very nmuch for your tinme. Please let ne
know i f you have any questi ons.

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, sir.
M. MMahon.
MR. McMAHON:.  Ti m McMahon, for the

record, with Stoel Rives law firm and | am | egal
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counsel to the project.

Fundanental ly, as the Council is aware, the
| and- use consi stency hearing's purpose is to
determ ne whether a project is consistent and in
conpliance with | and-use plans and zoni ng ordi nances.
ol deneye has requested that EFSEC use its expedited
review process for the application for site
certification. And to be eligible for expedited
review, EFSEC nust find the project is consistent and
in conpliance with the city, county, or regional
| and-use pl ans or zoni ng ordi nances.

The process then turns to SEPA -- State
Envi ronnmental Policy Act -- review to evaluate
eligibility for expedited permtting. The relevant
inquiry for EFSEC s | and-use analysis is whether the
pertinent | and-use provisions prohibit the proposed
project site, quote, expressly or by operation
clearly, convincingly, and unequivocally. So if a
project can be permtted either outright or
conditionally, it is consistent and in conpliance
with the |local |and-use provisions for the purposes
of RCW 80. 50. 090( 2) .

For every EFSEC project, the rules contenplate
t hat EFSEC and the applicant will work with the

County to seek a certificate of |and-use consistency.
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If a local jurisdiction believes that a proposed
EFSEC project is consistent and in conpliance with
its |l and-use plans and zoni ng ordi nances, it nay
provi de and the applicant may enter a certificate
fromlocal authorities attesting to the fact that the
proposal is consistent and in conpliance with
| and- use pl ans and zoni ng ordi nances.

The certificate of consistency provides prina
faci e proof of consistency and conpliance with
appli cabl e | and-use plans and zoni ng ordi nances, and
the inquiry ends there. No separate |and-use
adj udi cation i s needed under those circunstances.
And coupled with a favorabl e SEPA deci sion, the
proj ect should be able to secure expedited
permtting.

And for this project, sumrer vacations,
unfortunately, and schedule pressures within the
60- day hearing w ndow have chal | enged our ability to
roll up sleeves to discuss the work with the County
on a certificate of consistency. W intend and we
pl edge to the Council that we wll continue working
with the Council to achieve a certificate of
consistency if that is possible, and we think that we
shoul d be able to do so based upon what Jordan's

i ndicated and what 'l continue to tal k about here.
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Absent a certificate of consistency, EFSEC issues
Its decision regarding consistency after review ng
the applicabl e | and-use plans and zoni ng ordi nances.
First, the applicant and |l ocal authorities are
directed to address conpliance or nonconpliance wth
| and-use plans or zoning ordi nances, and then EFSEC
det er m nes whether the proposed site is consistent
and in conpliance with | and-use plans and zoni ng
ordi nances pursuant to RCW80.50.090, Sub 2. | know
this is very exciting argunent and information, so
bear with nme as | continue through this.

EFSEC revi ew does not consider all |ocal |and-use
pl an provisions. As noted in the Colunbia Sol ar
order, a land-use plan includes the portions of a
conprehensive plan that outline proposals for an
area's devel opnent typically by assigning general
uses, such as housing, to | and-use segnents and
specifically designed concentrations and design
goal s.

Al'so as noted in the Colunbia Sol ar order, a
zoning ordinance is a |ocal governnent's ordi nance
regul ating the use of |and adopted pursuant to
Washi ngton | aw, and nost specifically, the Gowh
Managenent Act. Zoni ng ordi nances include applicable

zoni ng maps, zoni ng map devel opnent restrictions, and
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associ ated definitions. As Jordan noted, the

appli cabl e County | and-use plan and zoni ng ordi nance
provisions are found within the Skagit County Code
and the Skagit County Conprehensive Pl an.

Unique to this project is an admnistrative
deci sion issued on February 1st, 2023, and Jordan
referenced this in his discussion. There, the County
confirmed | and-use consi stency and conpliance with
the plan and zoning code. At the County's request,
&ol dfi nch Energy Storage, LLC, submtted a request
for an admnistrative official interpretation
decl aring whether the project is a major utility
devel opnent versus a regional utility devel opnent.
The adm ni strative decision concludes that the
project is consistent in conpliance with the ngjor
utility devel opnent use as defined in the Skagit
County Code.

That deci sion becane final on February 16, 2023,
after a 14-day appeal period passed. So this
deci si on now constitutes prinma facie evidence from
the County that the project is consistent and
conpliant with code and conprehensive plan, allow ng
EFSEC to -- excuse ne -- end its inquiry into -- into
consi st ency.

Sorry. |I'mrecovering fromCOVID, but it's still
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stuck in ny throat. So sorry for the scratchy
t hr oat .

Even if the adm nistrative decision is not a
certificate of consistency, the project is still
consistent with the code and the conprehensive pl an.
Pursuant to Washington's G ow h Managenent Act, a
conpr ehensi ve plan serves as a County's generalized
coordi nated | and-use policy statenent. Local
devel opnent regul ati on, such as zoning codes, carry
out conprehensive plans' policies and nust be
consistent with those policies. And by adopting the
Skagit County Code zoni ng ordi nances and the
adm ni strative decision, the County determ ned that
the project can be consistent with the code and the
conprehensi ve plan. The adm nistrative deci sion,
therefore, is a final County determ nation that the
project is a mpgjor utility devel opnent and is
consi stent wth the code.

Siting a maj or devel opnent on property zoned ag,
dash, natural resource land, or NRL, is consistent
with the code and the conprehensive plan because a
major utility devel opnent is not a prohibited use in
these zoning districts. Wen adopting the code, the
County determned that a major utility devel opnent

could be permtted as a special-use permt in the
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ag- NRL zone. That decision should be accorded
significant weight in EFSEC s anal ysi s.

Pursuant to -- pursuant to EFSEC s process, EFSEC
wi || decide conpliance with the special-use criteria
and ot her devel opnent standards. And for the process
of conmplying wth RCWB80.20.090, Sub 2, it is
sufficient that the project siting/zoning, which is
ag- NRL, does not prohibit a major utility
devel opnent.

Finally, in issuing the site certificate, we do
anticipate that EFSEC wll work with the County and
the applicant to include conditions in the draft site
certification agreenent, which considers state,
| ocal, and community interests affected by the
construction and operation of the facility, and the
applicant is fully commtted to achieving those
obj ectives with Skagit County.

Thank you for your attention.

CHAIR DREW | do have a questi on.

Si nce February 2023, has the project changed in
any substantial way?

MR McMAHON: ['mgoing to ask ny
col l eague to the right to answer that.
MR. NELSON: No. No substantive

changes.
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CHAIR DREW Wth that, we wll
ask: Is there anyone el se signed up to speak?

M5. BARKER  (Unintelligible.)

ALJ GERARD: Yes. If we do go
ahead, we're going to nove on to the | and-use
consi stency public coment section. W wll call the
partici pants who have signed up, as | stated before.
Let's try to keep the comments about two to three
mnutes, so | won't be as strident as | was with the
earlier portion. And if we do have tine |eftover,
we'll go ahead and open the floor to other people who
wi sh to nake | and-use or zoning ordi nance conments.

Go ahead, pl ease.

M5. BARKER  Ki m Rubenst ei n.

ALJ GERARD: Ms. Rubenstein, again,
I f you go ahead and state and spell your nane, as
we' d ask other participants.

KI M RUBENSTEI N.  Coul dn't hear what
you said. Sorry.

ALJ GERARD: State and spell your
name just so we have it correct.

KI M GOOD RUBENSTEIN:  Ki m Good
Rubenstein. That's K-i-m G o-o0-d
R-u-b-e-n-s-t-e-i-n.

Ckay. On behalf of Skagitonians to Preserve
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Farm and, | am here to express our opposition to the
proposal of the Golden battery storage project.

Skagi tonians to Preserve Farn and opposes the use of
agricultural land for purposes that negatively inpact
farm and in Skagit County. Ag-NRL | ands were

desi gnated by the County as a neans of protecting a
critical mass of productive agricultural |and.

ol deneye project seeks to take advantage of the
econom ¢ i nvestnent nmade by Skagit County and its
farm and preservation while degrading the county's
base of arabl e |and.

Skagit County has protected farm and through
strict zoning and purchasi ng devel opnent rights. As
a result, the assessed value of ag-NRL land is
relatively low Nonagricultural uses, particularly
those incentivized by outside sources of funding,
alter the economcs of this -- of this source of
funding -- alter the economcs of this designation.
The project proposal dism sses several |ocal outside
of the ag-NRL as being cost-prohibitive. W
di sagree. The project proposal fails to do a full
accounting of the value of ag-NRL | ands.

The proposal erroneously dism sses the
agricultural value of the -- of the project parcel.

SPF Farm ands di sagrees with this assessnent. The
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land in question is suitable for agricultural
activities, and that is why it is in the ag-NRL. To
di scount the acreage currently avail able for
agricultural activities ignores Skagit County's
five-acre threshold for designating agricultural

| ands. EFSEC steps outside of its authority and its
area of expertise when it uses -- when it nmakes a
determ nati on about what is val uable as arable |and
and what is not.

The proposal does not align with the Skagit
County's Conprehensive Plan. Under Section 3.2 of
Appendi x H, the CGol deneye project not only fails to
advance any of the conp plan's goal and policies
cited; the proposal's -- the proposal's facility
woul d actively and negatively inpact each of the
itens cited bel ow despite Gol deneye's assurance to
the contrary. It does not -- does not do -- it does
nothing to pronote preservation of agricultural |ands
for agricultural use. It underm nes |long-term
designation of agricultural land. And it advances
farm and -- and it advances farm and's conversion of
devel opnent on ag | ands.

The Col deneye project denonstrates a
di sappointing | ack of understanding of the Skagit
agricul tural econony. W would |ike to see EFSEC
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recogni ze and -- the value of preserving arable | and
and take neasures to offset the |oss of acreage

I npacted by this proposal. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
Ms. Rubenstein.
M5. BARKER  Randy Good.
RANDY GOOD: R-a-n-d-y G o-o-d.

| was a nenber of the Hansen Creek Flood Control
Zone Advisory Commttee and well aware of the
fl oodi ng events on Hansen Creek. The zone was
designed to protect life and property of |andowners
from danages resulting fromfl oods and drai nage
waters in the watershed.

Hansen Creek has a history of mgjor rain flooding
affecting nost properties adjacent to or near Hansen
Creek. In 1990, M nkler Road was washed out because
of the volunme and force of the water one mle east of
the creek. This creek can becone a raging river.

Several years ago, a cenent bridge on Hansen
Creek near the Northern State buil dings was renoved
by someone, which provided flood control. This
hel ped hol d back nmajor flooding downstream Wt hout

t he bridge hol ding back waters, there's no way to
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prevent the property proposed for this project from
being -- fromfacing flood damages until possibly
sone bridges are installed at both Hansen Creek /
M nkl er Road and Hansen Creek / Horn Road crossings.
A large sum of noney woul d be necessary to do that.

Portions of this property proposed here have been
under floodwaters during flooding events. | have two
photos to put into record show ng waters fl ow ng
across Mnkler Road into this proposed site. This
proposed property wll face full force fromfuture
fl oodi ng events from now after having that cenent
bri dge renoved.

The proposed project is on agricultural [|and.
Let's not forget that. This proposed project would
be a nonconpliance with all |ocal and State GVA
requi renents. You tal k about abiding by GVA
requi renents on your presentation, but yet you're
conpl etely disregarding State and GVA requirenents
Now.

There's no changes necessary in our County
zoning. Please consider these historical rainwater
fl ooding events of this watershed. Above all, abide
by the Skagit County Code's conp plan policies and
GMA requi renents.

And |'Il attach to ny comments two pictures
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that -- that | tal ked about.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

ALJ GERARD: Thank you, M. Good.
| do believe that was the | ast of our speakers,
or do we have anot her one?
M5. BARKER No, we have three
nor e.
ALJ GERARD: Always. Please call
t he next one.
M5. BARKER  Keith Wagoner.
KEI TH WAGONER:  Kei t h Wagoner - -
K-e-i-t-h Wa-g-o-n-e-r -- senator for the 39th
Legi slative District.
| amnot an attorney, and |I'mcertainly not a
| and-use expert. Don't have a réesune |ike Jordan
Grace had, which was truly inpressive. | was
I npressed by that.
But | would like to rem nd people in
deci si on- maki ng positions that just because you can
do sonet hing doesn't nmean you should. And | think
Comm ssi oner Jani cki kind of set the tone in her
first remarks that just how i nportant naintaining

agricultural land for agricultural use is in this
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county. And | want to give you a yardstick by which
your decision is probably going to be neasured. A
coupl e of exanples actually.

We nearly went -- let our school district in
Burl i ngt on- Edi son go broke over a |and purchase that
t hey made, w shing to expand our school, that
happened to be on agricultural land. It al nost
brought the school down, but the County did not
budge, because agriculture is that inportant.

We' ve seen uses -- and sonetines it goes agai nst
what | would Iike, but the County has been firm on
this. Farmto-restaurant proposals out in
agricultural areas, things that | think would be
great for the econony. They're great ideas. They
don't neet the high standard that the County has set
for agricultural use, and they have been deni ed
consi stently.

So when you're nmaking this decision, | think you
shoul d consider what -- like | said, I'mnot an
attorney, but | live in the world of the court of
public opinion. That's a real court as well. So
consider carefully. You may be able to do it, but |
advi se that you should not. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
1111
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ALJ GERARD: Thank you,
M. Wagoner.

Next .

M5. BARKER  Bonni e Hel ns.
BONNI E HELMS:  Hi again. Bonnie
Helms. B-o0-n-n-i-e He-l-ms.

In regards to the land use, in their presentation
to Black Dianond City Council, PSE noted that the
greatest increase and denmand on the grid was from
data centers. So |I'mwondering how -- is this
consistent use for ag land, or is it just kind of to
justify changing the zoning?

There are forever chem cals contained in these
batteries, in netals attached to the particul ate
matter, and the toxic pollutants that have been
neasured at | evels nmuch higher than the action |evel
in arecent study of a lithiumBESS fire. |Is this
consistent with ag zoning, or is that going to danage
future agriculture | and?

Technol ogy advances, yes, but since that
advancenent seens to be comng largely from data
centers, |I'd ask themto find their own | ocal
solutions and preserve ag land. It is an excell ent
guestion about why not in Seattle. W0 needs a

gi gawatt of energy? | was told by IPA. Rural areas
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shoul d not be conprom sed to feed urban issues. To
reference The Seattle Tines, to quote, a forecast by
t he Nort hwest Power and Conservation Council

hi ghlights a |oom ng conflict between an increasingly
digital world and utilities' capacity to neet surging
power demand. The forecast cautioned that data
centers could consune as nuch as 4,000 average
negawatts of electricity by 2029, enough to power the
entire city of Seattle five tines over.

So pl ease be transparent about what the land is
being used for. This should require a NEPA -- that's
Nwth -- NEPA. "N' as in "Nancy." It's a review at
the federal |evel before going forward, unless there
Is strict assurance that no energy wll be used out
of state. Oherwise, this isn't autility. It's

just basically a gas station. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, Ms. Hel ns.
M5. BARKER  Kim Torgerson.
KI M TORGERSON:  Ki m Tor ger son.
K-i-mT-0-r-g-e-r-s-o-n.
|"'mcom ng up here because |'mreally disturbed.
We've got a | ot of community people here that | ove

their land, but they -- our whole community has not
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been notified. | have two properties in the county:
One over by I ndependence and one right here at
Greenstreet, which is really close to this.
Greenstreet did not get notified. This has been
goi ng on since February 23.

ALJ GERARD: Ms. Torgerson, | don't
nmean to belay your concerns. That woul d have been
for the public information session, not the | and-use
consistency. |If you wsh to speak on that point,
you're certainly welcone to. Oherw se, those
comrents shoul d have been reserved for the original
portion, or you can nmake them onli ne.

KIM TORGERSON: So the land use is
not sonething that we are notified of?

ALJ GERARD: Then that's the
notification portion nore than it is the | and-use
argunent either for or against the project. You can
certainly nake those coments about the notification,
which is an ancillary issue, in the comments section
af t er war ds.

KIM TORGERSON: Ckay. That's what
| was trying to do. | apol ogi ze.

| got notified at |ndependence, not at
Greenstreet. And so there's many people that did not

get notified about this project. And it was done,
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approved in '23. | recommend you notify the public.
Let the community cone and hear what's going on. And

everybody shoul d be notifi ed.
(Appl ause.)

M5. BARKER  Janes Del ay.

JAMES DELAY: Hi . Can you hear ne?
Hell o. Can you hear ne?

ALJ GERARD: Yes, we can. (o
ahead, pl ease.

JAMVES DELAY: Al right. Thank
you.

The presentation by Tenaska and their hired arny
of people to say good things about them was awesone
and very entertaining.

First point | want to make is the approval letter
that was provided by Skagit County was based off of a
whol e bunch of m ssed-out or w thheld information.
The County nmade that decision based off of the sales
pitch that Tenaska gave themthat said, oh, this is a
wonderful green energy facility. |It's going to help
everything that they've said. |I'mnot going to
repeat all their sal es points.

But it withheld all the risk of fire. They

omtted to say that lithiumbatteries can't be
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extingui shed. And they failed to nention that the
noi se levels that these produce is absolutely
unacceptabl e for any residential, agricultural, or
anywhere el se outside of a heavy industrial zoned
ar ea.

Wth that said, that decision should be
consi dered voi ded just because of the |ack of
information, and further proof of that -- or |ack of
providing facts. Further proof of that is in just
one tidbit that | have -- because | don't have a | ot
of time -- is on their application to the EFS -- the
EFSEC, they withheld the actual sound | evels created
by this battery energy storage system \at they did
was they asked -- | think it was Dudek or -- was the
conpany, the engineering firmthat they paid noney to
do the sound engi neering study. They said, Hey, we
want you to run this test as if our HVAC units, which
are one of the many loud parts of a BESS facility --
we want you to run it at 40 percent fan speed.

As you may have | earned or you may not know,
l'ithium batteries spontaneously conbust because
they -- and enter thermal runaway because they
overheat. So the cooling systens are basically your
one stop. It's your one chance of stopping a fire by

keeping the lithiumbatteries cool.
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So what they did was they said, Hey, engineering
firm can you please issue this study at 40 percent
of the fan's capacity. So it gave fal se nunbers that
were sonmewhere down -- | had it in front of me, but |
think they said that it was, |ike, 56 decibels. And
| can send you a whol e bunch of other BESS sound
studies where it basically says that -- like, | had
one from Tesla that basically says, Here's our fan --
our HVAC system noi se at 40 percent, and here it is
at a hundred percent.

Because a hundred percent fan operation capacity
Is what these are going to be running at all but on
t he col dest w nter nights.

Just fromthe noise perspective, Tenaska
basically is lying, and they' re nmaking the report fit
what you guys want it to fit for the | and use.

Furthernore, the fire risks and dangers, they're
all belittled. Just as you saw Tenaska do toni ght,
they say, Oh, they're very uncommon. They're
i nfrequent. We're using the best technology. W
follow all the |atest codes.

None of this applies. They basically lied
t hroughout their -- the majority of their application
to nmake it fit and make it sound like this is a good

fitting solution, but the end of it is basically this
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Is an industrial facility being sited in agricultural
| and that has an extrene risk of basically

contam nating the whole entire environnent, causing
evacuati ons.

And I'mout of time. So this is -- should be in
heavy industrial zoned area only, and it does not
nmeet any of these |and-use things. So |I hope the
EF -- the EFSEC w il really dig in and conpare even
their owm energy facility sound studies, conpare them
to what Tenaska has presented, operating as Gol dfinch
Energy, and really see if -- if there are -- there's
a hidden -- hidden information that should have been
presented. So, yeah, this is definitely not fitting,
no matter what they say. It's just not the right
| ocation. | mean, just think of the catastrophic --

ALJ CGERARD: Thank you, M. Del ay.
You' re about a m nute over your allotted tine.

JAMES DELAY: Ckay.

ALJ CGERARD: So thank you, sir.

JAMVES DELAY: Al right. Thank

you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BARKER: | have no ot her

speakers signed up.
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CHAIR DREW Thank you, all. It is
now past 8:00, and we'll be closing this hearing.
SUZANNE ROHNER: He said, if there
was tinme, that we could go over a little bit. | have
a comment | would |Iike to make, pl ease.
CHAIR DREW Go ahead.
SUZANNE ROHNER: Suzanne Rohner.
S-u-z-a-n-n-e R-o-h-n-e-r.
This is Skagit County Code 14.16. 400,
Agricultural --Natural Resource Lands. "Purpose: The

pur pose of Agricultural--Natural Resource Lands
district is to provide land for continued farm ng
activities, conserve agricultural |and, and reaffirm
agricultural use, activities and operations as the
primary use of the district. Non-agricultural uses
are only allowed as accessory uses to the primary use
of the land for agriculture use. The district is
conposed mainly" -- I"msorry; |'mout of breath.
"The district is conposed mainly of low flat |and
with highly productive soil and is the very essence
of the county's farm ng heritage and character."

| heard several tines, as justification for
putting this facility on agricultural land, is
because the code didn't state you couldn't do it;

that neant that you could. And | take exception to

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com



© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaulation Council
Goldeneye Info Meeting and Land Use Hearing, - August 13, 2024

Page 113

that. And | really think that was sonething that --
that just 'cause it's not on the list doesn't give

you perm ssion to do it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CELESTE FRI SBEE: | have a fi nal
comrent, and | respect the tinme. Celeste Frisbee.
CHAIR DREW On | and use, pl ease.
CELESTE FRI SBEE: Yes.
So ny feeling is: Right place, right project.
And | believe firmy that this is not the right place
nor the right project. | would echo what Keith
Wagoner said earlier. W are a working-class
communi ty and have al ways been. W really val ue
needi ng good- payi ng jobs here.
| attended, about ten years ago, an all-day
conference at North Carolina State University on
solar. And of all the presentations |I w tnessed, the
one that stuck with nme to this day was by a
representative of the U S. Departnent of Defense who
announced that the U S. Departnment of Defense would
be doing trial projects on mlitary bases, installing
solar installations on residential houses. And this
was consi dered an act of protecting the U S. from

maj or attack.
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The reasoning that was given was that currently
our energy production in the US. is centralized.
And, for exanple, a nmap he gave was of the Coast, the
Paci fic Coast of the country in California where six
to seven nuclear energy facilities were |ocated
within a hundred to 200 acre -- or mles of the mgjor
food production regions for our country. What he was
descri bing was an effort to decentralize our energy
production and to nove it into residences and
bui | di ngs and pl ace- based energy producti on.

ALJ GERARD: Can you break it down
(unintelligible) the | and-use consi stency ordi nance
(unintelligible)?

CELESTE FRI SBEE: Yes. Because |
believe that this project is trying to centralize a
| ot of energy capacity in addition to the substation
that we already have here, and that becones a target.

So everyone today has tal ked about the
I nappropriate | and use for ag-NRL because of the
potential for pollutions if there's a catastrophic
natural event that occurs or a neltdown, but that
i gnores the other possibility of it being a | ocation,
a single location that could be targeted, and it wl|

be unmanned. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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I s adj our ned.

CHAIR DREW Wth that,

our neeting

Thank you, all, for participating.

(Adj ournnment at 8:09 p.m)

253.627.6401
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STATE OF WASHI NGTON ) I, John MS. Botel ho, CCR RPR
) ss a certified court reporter
County of Pierce ) in the State of Washi ngton, do

hereby certify:

That the foregoing Public Informational Meeting and
Land- Use Hearing of the Washington State Energy Facility
Site Eval uation Council were conducted in ny presence and
adj our ned on August 13, 2024, and thereafter were
transcri bed under nmy direction; that the transcript is a
full, true and conplete transcript of the said neeting and
hearing, transcribed to the best of nmy ability;

That | amnot a relative, enployee, attorney or counsel
of any party to this matter or relative or enployee of any
such attorney or counsel and that | amnot financially
interested in the said matter or the outcone thereof;

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 31st day of August, 2024.

/s/John M S. Botel ho, CCR, RPR
Certified Court Reporter No. 2976
(Certification expires 5/26/2025.)
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 1                     BE IT REMEMBERED that on Tuesday,

 2   August 13, 2024, at Sedro-Woolley Community Center,

 3   715 Pacific Street, Sedro-Woolley, Washington, at

 4   5:31 p.m., the following Public Informational Meeting

 5   and Land-Use Hearing of the Washington State Energy

 6   Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to wit:

 7

 8                       <<<<<< >>>>>>

 9

10                     CHAIR DREW:  Good evening.  My name

11   is Kathleen Drew, and I chair the Washington Energy

12   Facility Site Evaluation Council.  And sometimes I

13   even forget the words in the name, but you can call

14   us "EFSEC."

15       Welcome to all of you who are here in person and

16   for those of you who may be joining us online as

17   well.  This is the first of two meetings.  This is

18   the public informational meeting.  And this is

19   required by RCW 80.50.090(1) and WAC 463-26-025.

20       The EFSEC staff and the applicant will introduce

21   themselves and the counsel for the environment, who

22   is an assistant attorney general appointed by the

23   Washington attorney general, and will explain the

24   duties of this position.  And then we will have

25   presentations, and then we will have the public
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 1   invited to provide comments.

 2       The second meeting, which will begin after the

 3   first meeting ends -- potentially about 7:00 is what

 4   we expect -- and that is specifically about land-use

 5   consistency.

 6       And I will begin now calling this meeting to

 7   order and asking Ms. Grantham to call the roll.

 8                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair

 9   Drew.

10       Department of Commerce.

11                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,

12   present.

13                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of

14   Ecology.

15                     MR. LEVITT:  Eli Levitt, present

16   online.

17                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish

18   and Wildlife.

19                     MR. LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston,

20   present online.

21                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of

22   Natural Resources.

23                     MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, present.

24                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and

25   Transportation Commission.
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 1                     MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster,

 2   present.

 3                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For local government

 4   and optional State agencies:  For the Goldeneye BESS

 5   project, for Skagit County, Robby Eckroth.

 6                     MR. ECKROTH:  Hi.

 7                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Assistant attorney

 8   generals.  Jon Thompson.

 9                     MR. THOMPSON:  Present.

10                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Jenna Slocum.

11       Zack Packer.

12       Administrative law judge:  Dan Gerard.

13                     ALJ GERARD:  Present.

14                     MS. GRANTHAM:  And for the counsel

15   for the environment, Yuriy Korol.

16                     MR. KOROL:  Present.

17                     MS. GRANTHAM:  And for Council

18   staff, I will call those anticipated to speak tonight

19   as well as admin staff who are here.

20       Ami Hafkemeyer.

21                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.

22                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Joan Owens is

23   present as admin.

24       Karl Holappa.

25                     MR. HOLAPPA:  Present.
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 1                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Zia Ahmed.

 2                     MR. AHMED:  Present.

 3                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Adrienne Barker.

 4                     MS. BARKER:  Present.

 5                     MS. GRANTHAM:  And Trevin Taylor.

 6                     MR. TAYLOR:  Present.

 7                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair, there is a

 8   quorum.  Thank you.

 9                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

10       And with that, we will start with the

11   presentation and introduction of the Goldfinch energy

12   storage -- and the microphone.

13       Once again, so we will start with Goldfinch

14   energy storage project presentation, and the team

15   will introduce themselves.  Thank you.

16                     MR. MARTIN:  Hello.  Can everyone

17   hear me okay in the back?  Okay.  Excellent.  Thanks

18   for the thumbs-up.

19       Good evening, Chair Drew, Council members, folks

20   on the line, members of the community here in the

21   room.  Thank you for the opportunity to be here

22   tonight to introduce the project, the Goldeneye

23   project to you, and to listen to your questions and

24   comments.

25       My name is Alex Martin.  I'm a senior manager of
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 1   development with Tenaska, and I'm the project

 2   director for the Goldeneye project.  Tenaska is an

 3   Omaha, Nebraska, based company with over 35 years of

 4   experience in the energy space, with a long history

 5   of developing, constructing, safely operating

 6   facilities, and safely operating facilities across

 7   the country.

 8       With me are several of my colleagues from our

 9   engineering group, development, community engagement,

10   as well as environmental consultants and safety

11   experts as well.  We won't take too much time to

12   introduce each of them for the sake of brevity, but

13   if questions are asked and they speak to them, then

14   they can introduce themselves.

15       Before I turn it over to Tommy Nelson, our lead

16   project manager, to introduce the Goldeneye project

17   and the need for it and its benefits, I'd like to

18   just take a second to say we recognize our role here

19   tonight is not only to introduce the project but to

20   listen to your input and to take action from that

21   input and incorporate it in the creative manner to

22   develop the best project possible.

23       In my experience and my belief, when we take that

24   input into account, we come back with better projects

25   and more sustainable projects.  So thanks very much,
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 1   again, for the opportunity to be here tonight.  I'll

 2   turn it over to Tommy.

 3                     MR. NELSON:  Thank you.

 4       Can everybody hear me in the back?  All right.

 5       So we're going to start with a brief overview of

 6   the technology that we're discussing here.

 7       What is a battery energy storage system?  And I

 8   do want to take a quick moment at the top of this to

 9   say that all the pictures here and in the

10   presentation -- and these are pictures from the

11   presentation -- while they might have labels on them,

12   they don't necessarily represent the exact

13   manufacturer that we're going to go forward with.

14   That decision hasn't been made yet.  So just a caveat

15   at the top here.

16       But basically what a BESS facility is, they're

17   designed to charge from the grid or store power and

18   then discharge back to the grid when there's a

19   shortfall of power.  Important to note that these

20   facilities don't generate power.  They're just power

21   that's generated elsewhere.  And once these projects

22   are built, the facility won't require any water or

23   sanitary facilities.  They will be unmanned.

24       A few of the kind of what we like to call quick

25   facts about BESS at this project size, which is, you
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 1   know, 200 megawatts:  It's going to require

 2   approximately 20 acres of full project footprint.

 3   These do represent a low-impact form of development.

 4   They are low noise.  They comply with the noise

 5   ordinance.  Like I said, they're unstaffed once

 6   they're operational, so there's no traffic -- ongoing

 7   traffic impact.  There's no light or air pollution

 8   once it's operating.  Very low visual impact.

 9       The kind of maximum height of the units,

10   themselves, is around ten feet, so a single story.

11   They can easily be obscured with visual buffering --

12   fences and walls and vegetative buffering -- and we

13   try to, you know -- we've already begun the process

14   of working with the County on, you know, what those

15   might look like.  And then, again, no ongoing

16   infrastructure needs once these are operating.

17       As far as project siting and how we decide where

18   one of these is going to go, well, it does begin kind

19   of at its point of interconnection at the substation.

20   Stand-alone BESS facilities have to be as close to

21   the substation as possible, to -- along the

22   transmission system to give the project the maximum

23   efficiency for the grid.  Ideally, they're already

24   suited -- I mean, ideally they're already going to be

25   sited next to, you know, either a substation or a
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 1   very constrained previously area with a lot of

 2   existing infrastructure, where our facility can

 3   integrate along with that infrastructure.

 4       And with kind of all, you know, those kind of

 5   backstop parameters in mind, we, you know, look for

 6   the best available site that minimizes the overall

 7   impacts that the project is going to have while it

 8   maximizes the benefits to the region.

 9       These projects like the project that we're

10   talking about tonight, Goldeneye, use

11   state-of-the-art battery technology.  They are -- we

12   only work with Tier 1 manufacturers that we can trust

13   are going to deliver a safe product.  Manufacturers

14   that have demonstrated that their equipment meets or

15   exceeds all of the safety standards that the industry

16   has either put in place recently or have existed.

17   And we do work closely with those BESS safety experts

18   for every aspect of the design.

19       And here tonight we've got some of our

20   consultants from our safety -- fire protection safety

21   engineers and safety consultants that we use in

22   developing our plans for the project, and they're

23   here to answer any questions as well.

24       Once the project is, you know, later in its

25   design phase, all the safety and technical aspects
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 1   will be certified by an independent engineering firm,

 2   which, you know, is what is required for these things

 3   to get financed and insured.

 4       There are about north of 20,000 BESS facilities

 5   operating across the United States right now, and

 6   several of those are in the state of Washington now

 7   operating.  And I would say that the industry has

 8   definitely learned from some rare yet very well-

 9   publicized malfunctions at some of the first-

10   generation BESS facilities.

11       But because of that, since then, there's been

12   advancements in siting, advancements in technology,

13   operating, and especially the commissioning of these

14   projects.  And with all of that collective knowledge

15   and lessons learned, that's what kind of combines to

16   make these a safe energy solution.  And on an ongoing

17   basis, our team is committed to working with the

18   local Skagit County emergency management folks,

19   working with the first responders, the ones that are

20   tasked with responding to these facilities, and make

21   sure that the appropriate training and resources and

22   implementation is in place for them.

23       One of the things that we do when we first

24   commission one of these projects is we have a

25   manufacturer-led first responder safety training.

0013

 1   Excuse me.  And then on a biannual basis, we bring

 2   back the first responders to keep getting trained and

 3   retrained.  And, again, this is led by the

 4   manufacturers participating with -- with our safety

 5   consultants.  And the idea is that, on an ongoing

 6   basis, they're catching, you know, lessons learned.

 7   They're catching updates to fire safety code.  And

 8   they're also catching, you know, turnover in the

 9   first responders as people come and go.

10       And while these can absolutely be operated and

11   installed safely, we do know that there are

12   questions, and the kind of community education aspect

13   is an important piece of our outreach for this

14   project.  And, you know, we've definitely seen and

15   heard questions and concerns about utility-scale BESS

16   systems.  We do want to make sure that folks

17   understand that those concerns don't necessarily need

18   to be, you know, applied to the projects where

19   technologies are getting conflated or different

20   applications and make sure that, you know, they're

21   considered an apples-to-apples comparison.

22       And we are absolutely committed to working with

23   our partners in the industry to provide as much

24   information as possible to our stakeholders, to

25   answer questions, and to clarify any
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 1   misunderstandings or help provide background and

 2   information throughout the process.  To that end,

 3   we've made, you know, the website live.  We've had

 4   multiple venues here for education and feedback.

 5   We've got a contact form on the website.  Questions

 6   can be submitted directly to that e-mail address.  We

 7   have a project-specific ringtone that you can

 8   download.

 9       We do have a BESS explainer or introductory video

10   that can be made available on the project website --

11   or sorry -- is available on the project website.

12   And, you know, like I said, we got our -- our safety

13   experts here at the open house available to answer

14   questions as well.

15       Wanted to talk a little bit about the project

16   need, but I don't need to belabor this.  I'm sure

17   Council heard it there, that the meat of these

18   projects is driven by the legislative level.  The

19   utilities then respond to those legislative mandates

20   with solicitation requests, and these projects or

21   projects such as these are responses to

22   solicitations.

23       The thing that we like to kind of focus on is

24   that there is absolutely at the utility level in this

25   region a need for capacity, which is firm
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 1   dispatchable power.  Those are the things that need

 2   to get -- or the generation that needs to get

 3   replaced from retired base load generators or, you

 4   know, contracts that are expiring and not being

 5   renewed for a variety of reasons.  And these projects

 6   provide that firm dispatchable capacity that the

 7   utilities need to keep the lights on.

 8       There are definitely challenges that this region

 9   specifically faces.  The, again, legislative kind of

10   mandates that -- that filter down.  And then we have

11   a electrification of vehicle fleets happening,

12   extreme weather events that keep happening, and then

13   coupled with that, you've got ongoing growth, ongoing

14   demand increase.  We've got energy-intensive uses,

15   such as data centers that a region's trying to

16   (unintelligible) in, and the region, itself, is

17   already at risk for blackouts and brownouts.  So with

18   this firm dispatchable power, that's what is going to

19   be the backstop for regions such as this.

20       I do like to point out too that throughout the

21   process, it's projects such as these that -- you

22   know, infrastructure projects such as these that pay

23   for the interconnection or the transmission system

24   upgrades that are desperately required.  Those do get

25   included in utility long-term plannings.  But when
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 1   the project comes along and supports that

 2   transmission upgrade, that's where it ends up going.

 3       So our proposed project, Goldeneye project,

 4   itself, it's located on -- I think most people here

 5   know where it is, but it's on Minkler Road, just

 6   northeast of the Sedro-Woolley substation.  Kind of

 7   catty-corner to it.  It's on about -- it's a 14-acre

 8   parcel.  About eight acres of it will be encumbered

 9   with batteries, about, you know, less than, you know,

10   four-tenths of a mile east of the Sedro-Woolley

11   substation.

12       And we've got the project parcel under option.

13   And we -- you know, for several years now, we've been

14   collaborating with local stakeholders on our site

15   plans, on our environmental mitigation measures, on

16   buffer enhancements, on controlling nonnative

17   vegetation, and several other things.

18                     UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Could you

19   speak up?  (Unintelligible.)

20                     MR. NELSON:  Sure.  That better?

21       All right.  So the -- more project details here.

22   Again, I mentioned this project is just northeast of

23   the Sedro-Woolley substation.  It is connecting at

24   230 kilovolts.  This is on the transmission system.

25   This project does have a signed interconnection
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 1   agreement, and the point of interconnection is the

 2   Sedro-Woolley substation.

 3       We are looking to start operations somewhere

 4   between 2026 and -- as early as 2026 or 2027.  And

 5   it'll -- once it starts construction, it'll be from

 6   kind of start to finish about a 12-month build

 7   period.  That won't look the same all 12 months, but

 8   it'll start and end at about that.

 9       And one thing I also like to kind of point out on

10   this, I know there's a -- we have this also blown up

11   over there, but if folks want to notice where the

12   project is kind of northeast of also Hansen Creek.

13   And we've stayed outside the shoreline buffer.

14   That's what the big empty space at the bottom

15   represents.

16       And also we have some larger versions of these as

17   well to look at.  But these are some renderings that

18   we did for our submittal that show existing and

19   proposed conditions along Minkler Road as you're

20   heading -- you know, in this view, heading northeast

21   on Minkler Road.  So the top is how it looks today,

22   and the bottom is how it would look during operations

23   once the plantings have reached maturity.  And we've

24   also got another view here coming the opposite way on

25   Minkler Road.  So now you're heading southwest and
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 1   passing what would be, you know, the more inundated

 2   side of the project on the -- on the eastern side.

 3       This is just an extra view there as well.

 4       And, finally, on the views, this is the

 5   Sedro-Woolley substation here.  An aerial view just

 6   to the south of the project.  Very similar footprint

 7   to what our project would look like.  And one of the

 8   things I like to always tell people when they try to

 9   conceptualize what these look like is a self-storage

10   facility, where, you know, you drive in, and they've

11   got a couple of aisles you go down, and maybe the,

12   you know, roll-up garage doors.  But in terms of

13   visual, you know, line and, you know, vertical

14   relief, they're extremely similar looking at it

15   aerially or standing there.

16       And we'll also talk a little bit about the

17   benefits of the Goldeneye project.  It represents

18   a -- and this is, you know, as we kind of review

19   this, we -- we also want to make sure that we, you

20   know, again note that this is an ongoing discussion

21   with the community, and we -- we have been meeting

22   with stakeholders and discussing community benefits,

23   packages for the project.  And we want to, you know,

24   keep that conversation ongoing.

25       But this represents an approximately $250 million
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 1   investment.  At its peak, it will be approximately a

 2   hundred union jobs from local union labor.  We have a

 3   signed MOU.  And this project will provide energy

 4   security, that crucial capacity for growing

 5   businesses and residential development, and help

 6   strengthen the electrical infrastructure.  These

 7   projects, projects like this, are what allow for the

 8   maximization of integration of renewable resources.

 9   And, you know, in Skagit County, what this represents

10   is, you know, about a hundred thousand homes for

11   eight hours or so of power.

12       And, finally, just, you know, again reviewing the

13   low-impact nature of this development.  I do want to

14   kind of point out two specific bullets on here:

15       That this project will still undergo -- as, you

16   know, Trevin and I were talking about before the

17   hearing, this will still undergo a full SEPA

18   analysis, including a biological Class 3 cultural

19   wetlands evaluation, Phase 1 environmental site

20   assessment, and we don't anticipate the project will

21   result in any impacts that cannot be mitigated.

22       As part of the stakeholder engagement and

23   community outreach that I mentioned, we've been

24   engaging with stakeholders across the region,

25   incorporating community feedback, and really trying
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 1   to incorporate that into what our plan is for what

 2   this project will provide for the community.

 3       We met with over 60 stakeholders in the

 4   community, including from tribes, including elected

 5   officials, community organizations, and that was all

 6   introducing the project, providing briefings, and

 7   getting any input or feedback prior to our

 8   application submittal back in June.

 9       And I do want to highlight again that we have a

10   signed MOU with labor.  Do want to highlight that

11   we've been engaging with the Skagit River System

12   Cooperative to collaborate -- excuse me -- on

13   environmental protection with Hansen Creek, and,

14   again, we have the website and contact form live.

15       And I will stop there for any questions.

16                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.

17       I will ask for questions from Council members.

18   Is there a way I can get the meeting screen up here,

19   or will somebody have to let me know if there are

20   Council members with questions?

21                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair Drew, this is

22   Andrea Grantham.  I have Teams open, so I can let you

23   know if someone raises their --

24                     CHAIR DREW:  Okay.

25                     MS. GRANTHAM:  -- hand on the
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 1   Teams.

 2                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  I do have

 3   a couple of questions.

 4       First of all, how many utility scale BESS

 5   facilities have you developed?

 6                     MR. NELSON:  Number of facilities?

 7                     CHAIR DREW:  Or some scale.  Just

 8   give us some -- some -- you don't have to -- some

 9   scale of how much you have worked in this arena.

10                     MR. NELSON:  40 or 50 active in

11   development and...

12                     MR. MARTIN:  Several in development

13   and several in construction.

14                     CHAIR DREW:  Okay.

15                     MR. NELSON:  Yeah, I think we have

16   a handful that are just at the operational stage.

17                     CHAIR DREW:  And you have a signed

18   interconnection agreement.  Can you tell us who that

19   is with?

20                     MR. MARTIN:  We -- we do.  That's

21   with PSE.

22                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

23                     MR. MARTIN:  Sorry.  Thank you.

24       Yes, to answer your question, we do have a large

25   generator interconnection agreement signed with PSE.
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 1                     CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Puget Sound

 2   Energy.

 3       Is there a specific advantage that will -- this

 4   community gains by having such a facility in their

 5   area, or does it go to -- directly to the grid on

 6   larger transmission flow?

 7                     MR. NELSON:  So the -- the answer

 8   to your question is both.  It helps to think of power

 9   in -- in the same way with water.  Because this is --

10   this project is located so close to its injection

11   point, once it goes onto the grid, it will go to

12   the -- the shortest path of least resistance to where

13   it's needed.  In times --

14                     CHAIR DREW:  Do you still need to

15   hear him?

16                     UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I couldn't

17   hear the answer to the question.  I couldn't hear him

18   answer the question about how many systems he has on

19   line right now.

20                     CHAIR DREW:  So if you would answer

21   that one again, please.

22                     MR. NELSON:  I'm not sure how many

23   we have on line.  We have a few in our California

24   portfolio that have just come on line.

25                     CHAIR DREW:  But you said you had a
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 1   number that are in construction.

 2                     MR. NELSON:  We have a number in

 3   development and a number in construction as well.

 4                     CHAIR DREW:  Okay.

 5                     UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So you have

 6   no track record.

 7                     CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  So thank you

 8   for your question.  And not hearing the answer, I am

 9   going to ask for questions from the Council, and I'll

10   try and keep this really short.  And if you have

11   questions, please state them when you come up for

12   your remarks, and I am sure that the company,

13   Tenaska, will take note and talk to you, answering

14   your question after the meeting.

15       So we won't have a back-and-forth at this point.

16   We had the open house.  We'll take comments.  And

17   then if you have a question, we'll make sure there's

18   follow-up.

19                     MR. NELSON:  Thank you.

20                     CHAIR DREW:  Are there other -- so

21   the answer to the question in an advantage, yes, it's

22   close to going onto the grid, but there could also be

23   an advantage to provide it locally.  Is that true?

24                     MR. NELSON:  Correct.

25                     CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Are there
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 1   questions from other Council members?

 2                     MS. GRANTHAM:  I'm not seeing any

 3   questions right now from the Council members.

 4                     UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can you

 5   speak up a little bit for people that are hard of

 6   hearing?

 7                     CHAIR DREW:  Yes.  Thank you.  We

 8   will continue to emphasize that.

 9       Okay.  Then we will move to the next item on our

10   agenda, which is EFSEC siting -- EFSEC siting process

11   presentation.  And that will be Mr. Trevin Taylor.

12                     MR. TAYLOR:  Hello.  My name's

13   Trevin Taylor.  I am a environmental planner for

14   EFSEC.  I'll be the SEPA specialist on this project,

15   helping Zia Ahmed, who's going to be your --

16   basically your main point of contact through the

17   project.  He can't be here tonight, but he's online,

18   so I'm going to walk through EFSEC.  I'm going to

19   make an absolute mistake that new public speakers are

20   supposed to say, is I've been on EFSEC for two

21   months.  So you're going to have to bear with me on a

22   couple of these.  I might need to get some questions

23   from more experienced people, but...

24       So what is EFSEC?  The Energy Facility Site

25   Evaluation Council was actually started in 1970.
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 1   Their job is to basically help energy projects,

 2   especially large ones, to go through sort of a

 3   one-stop shop of basically permitting and

 4   environmental compliance and overview.  The type of

 5   projects that they're known for basically that are

 6   required to go through EFSEC would be anything from a

 7   nuclear power plant, natural gas and oil pipelines,

 8   underground natural storage facilities.  Those kind

 9   of things require certification from EFSEC.  And that

10   is going to be basically the product that will come

11   out of our process as a certification to the

12   governor.

13       That -- that recommendation goes through a

14   commission that we have.  And the final decision, the

15   final decision that comes through the governor's

16   office will basically preempt any state or local

17   permitting.

18       So tonight we actually have in the house our

19   chair, Kathleen Drew; online, the Department of

20   Ecology, Eli Levitt; Department of Fish and Wildlife,

21   Mike Livingston; Department of Commerce, Elizabeth

22   Osborne; Department of Natural Resources, Lenny

23   Young; Utilities and Transportation Commission is

24   represented by Stacey Brewster.

25       One of the -- I got to remember that.  One of
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 1   the -- one of the optional -- you have also optional

 2   agencies that can join in with EFSEC depending on the

 3   project and location and things.  It might be the

 4   Department of Agricultural, Department of

 5   Transportation, or Department of Health, Military

 6   Department.  Those are examples that aren't

 7   necessarily permanent seats all the time but might

 8   join as needed.

 9       Also tonight we actually have Robby Eckroth -- I

10   hope I'm pronouncing it correctly -- representing

11   Skagit County.  As you know, this project is within

12   Skagit County jurisdiction, and they will be

13   reviewing the project as it's going through the

14   process.

15       Also what's kind of unique is if a project goes

16   through a port, then the port will be a nonvoting

17   member but will have full review of the application

18   review process.

19       So what -- I mentioned a little bit, so basically

20   any nuclear power facility will fall under EFSEC.

21   Any nonhydro -- nonnuclear thermal plant that makes

22   over 350 megawatts would fall under our jurisdiction

23   for certification.  Clean energy, manufacturing, and

24   transport.  And then there's a couple of them that

25   can opt in, if they want.  For instance, alternative
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 1   energies such as hydroelectric or solar panels,

 2   landfill, biomass, those kind of things can actually

 3   opt in and go through our process, if they wish,

 4   versus other permit options.

 5       Transmission lines that are greater than 500

 6   kilovolts are required to go through us.  Although,

 7   150 -- 115 kilovolts or less -- or 115 kilovolts up

 8   to 500 can opt in.

 9       Pipelines and refineries and storage facilities

10   actually have regulations, and they're a little bit

11   more in detail.  If anybody's really interested in

12   it, they can look up RCW Code, or Revised Code of

13   Washington 80.50.060.

14       So this map here actually shows -- it'll be a

15   little bit tougher in the back of the room to be able

16   to see the color coding on it, but it is the

17   locations that are currently under EFSEC's

18   jurisdiction.  There's six active facilities:  Two

19   natural gas, one nuclear, one solar, and two wind

20   facilities.  The blue marks on there -- once again, I

21   apologize that the marks are small, a little bit

22   tough to probably see.  The blue marks on there are

23   basically facilities that are currently approved but

24   are under construction or will go to construction.

25       There's a clear circle that's kind of buried
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 1   under the Columbia Generating Station that's really

 2   tough to see, and that's actually one that is going

 3   through decommission.  EFSEC will follow these

 4   projects from the initial start or from birth,

 5   through construction, all the way to decommission.

 6   So it is a unique office that follows the process

 7   from birth to grave, as they say.

 8       And then, of course, tonight here, we have seven

 9   projects on here that are currently under review or

10   under application, and of course the Goldeneye

11   battery storage is one of those that's currently

12   under review and very early stages to the permit

13   process.

14       So where are we at in the process?  This chart

15   here, I think the key thing with so many participants

16   here tonight from the community, I want you to really

17   pay attention to the green arrows.  Those are all

18   opportunities for you to make public comment.  So the

19   process doesn't steamroll through.  It's a

20   three-tiered process, starting with the land-use

21   hearing, which actually will conclude after the

22   public comments tonight.

23       They will have a consistency determination that

24   will come out at some point in the process.  Then as

25   that tier follows down, you'll also have a chance at
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 1   the initiate -- initiate intervention process to more

 2   public comment.  Goes through a couple more reviews

 3   to adjudicative hearings.  And so that one tier alone

 4   will basically give you three opportunities for

 5   comment as the process is alone.

 6       Tier 2, the SEPA side of it, is which I'll be the

 7   most active in personally.  There is basically a SEPA

 8   determination.  Now, this is where I'm going to -- I

 9   don't -- I don't want to get too far in the weeds on

10   you, 'cause this is getting into a whole bunch of

11   permitting nerd stuff.  But there's three things that

12   I want you to remember.  Okay?

13       So you got determination of nonsignificance, a

14   mitigation, a mitigated determination of

15   nonsignificance, and a determination of significance.

16   So what do those three things mean?

17       Basically nonsignificant means that the project

18   really has no environmental take or no issues on the

19   project and kind of fast-forward through.

20       A mitigated determination, it means that it might

21   have a few takes, a few issues, but they should be

22   able to come up with some options to kind of

23   counterbalance that.

24       Then a determination of significance, which is

25   the most common one for EFSEC projects due to the
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 1   scale of the size of the projects that we normally

 2   build, means that, no matter what, we can't avoid

 3   some type of natural resource.  And that requires a

 4   full-blown, what we call environmental impact study.

 5   Okay?  That's the famous one most you guys usually

 6   hear about on the news.  A long time to get through

 7   an environmental impact study.

 8       So this case here, if it goes through a

 9   full-blown determination of significance, meaning a

10   full-blown impact study, you'll have two more comment

11   periods alone in just the SEPA process.  The unique

12   feature that comes in -- we'll come back to in a

13   little bit here on the SEPA part.  But then the third

14   piece is the permits.

15       EFSEC actually has authority over state permits,

16   and we will also have a public comment period before

17   we send that final package to the Council that then

18   gets sent on to the governor's office.  So in all,

19   there's over six to seven potential times to

20   basically make comment, and we want to make sure that

21   everybody understands that, especially the larger

22   group we have tonight.

23       Okay.  All right.  I'm going to dare to bore you

24   one more time with a little bit of this SEPA stuff,

25   but I do want you to understand it.  So if you
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 1   remember I mentioned the other two processes is

 2   basically known as the mitigated -- okay? -- where

 3   they have enough countermeasures to kind of make it

 4   even or just no issues at all.

 5       If a project can show that they meet their

 6   consistency land-use decision along with a

 7   determination of nonsignificance, no take, no issues

 8   on-site, or they mitigate it enough, they can

 9   actually go through an expedited process per WAC

10   No. 46-43 -- 463 -- 463-43.  That will actually save

11   them -- they have no environmental impact statement,

12   so they save the time and money there, and also no

13   required adjudication.

14       So if it's the MDNS, there is another 15-day

15   comment period.  The DNS, no issues, is fast-forward

16   and they're kind of done.  Okay?

17       So if a determination comes out of this that it's

18   one of these two, I want everybody in the room to be

19   aware that they made sort of a fast -- they either

20   were able to show that they have a low enough impact

21   to meet one of these standards.  It's tough to get

22   there.  And we're way early in the assessment process

23   to see if they're going to be eligible for either one

24   of those.  Okay?  So nobody's went past that.

25       I guess the next one.  All right.  Permit issues.
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 1   So, once again, I'm going go on this real quick.

 2   EFSEC has a unique opportunity from our position that

 3   was granted to us years ago in the '70s.  And so we

 4   do have authority over certain permits, such as water

 5   quality permits or air quality permits.  We can

 6   actually -- Department of Fish and Wildlife issues.

 7   There's things like that.  So because we're a State

 8   agency, we're granted that authority to be able to

 9   try to make it one-stop shopping.  It gives us an

10   opportunity to have that third process.  And, once

11   again, this will have your final opportunity -- I

12   won't say "final."  Somewhere in that process, it

13   gives you another opportunity to have public comment,

14   if you wish.

15       Okay.  So the Council will -- basically, Council

16   makes a recommendation to the governor.  So that

17   packet that we're talking about comes down to a

18   certification.  The packet is built with several

19   different aspects from those three tiers:  A packet

20   of the permits, packet of that SEPA with all those

21   determination things I talked about, and of course

22   the adjudication issues, if it has them.

23       That package is then sent on to the governor's

24   office.  They have 60 days to comply.  The governor

25   then either comes back with one of three decisions.
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 1   They either approve the application, and they're off

 2   and running, which is off to the draft certification,

 3   or they reject the application, and it is done.

 4   Don't pass "Go" from there.  That's -- so they

 5   definitely don't want to get to that point.

 6   Although, the governor can remand the project and

 7   say, You know what?  You're on the right track.

 8   Although we need you to do this, this, and this.  Or

 9   why did the Council make such and such decision?  And

10   then they basically come back with the justification

11   or to do additional research, if needed, to get to

12   resubmit it once again.

13       Now, compliance monitoring.  As I said, we're

14   from the beginning -- from the beginning to the end.

15   So through the process, the EFSEC staff will also be

16   monitoring, on environment (unintelligible), the

17   things that they promise to do throughout the project

18   and through the site certification agreement

19   requirements.  Also those permits will have

20   additional things that they'll be required to do from

21   construction -- from planning to construction to run

22   the facility.

23       So it doesn't just end once they're done

24   constructing it.  It has ongoing compliance issues

25   that they have to keep in compliance.
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 1       And then the third spot, if they're required to

 2   do an environmental impact statement, that has even a

 3   bigger pile of commitments that's built into that

 4   document.  And all those things EFSEC will keep an

 5   eye on from the time that the project goes into

 6   decommissioning, which is actually our next slide, I

 7   believe.

 8       So decommissioning.  Once the project has lived

 9   its life and it's time to shut it down, they

10   actually -- before they can go to construction, the

11   applicant is required to provide an initial site

12   restoration plan.  That's basically, we'll call it

13   the initial ideas on someday this project's going to

14   live its life, and it's got to go away, and these are

15   the kind of things that you got to do to put the

16   property back or to make it the best shot at whole.

17       Now, what's unique about this is that once the

18   project has lived its life and they can then request

19   for actual full decommissioning, they have 90 days to

20   let the Council know that they're going to do a

21   detailed site to restoration, which basically before

22   that's approved to -- because things change, right?

23   Laws change.  Science changes.  And what's the best

24   way to replan a wetland or do some type of -- so that

25   gives the Council now time somewhere in the future to
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 1   use the best available science and best decisions and

 2   policies and laws.  And before they can decommission,

 3   they have to put in a 90-day plan to be approved to

 4   do so.

 5       And they also have to be required to show

 6   financial -- financially secure to be able to follow

 7   through with the process.  And whoever receives that

 8   approved certificate from the governor, it is

 9   basically who is going to be required at that time of

10   decommissioning to show the financial responsibility

11   to decommission the site.

12       So I'm going to close out real quick here.  Once

13   again, what a great showing for my first time out,

14   and hopefully it's like this every time.  So, once

15   again, welcome.  And so if you have e-mail, you can

16   send to comments@EFSEC.wa.gov, or you can call (360)

17   664-1345.  They do accept regular mail at the address

18   there for the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

19   at 621 Woodland.  And, of course, during those

20   comment periods that I mentioned, you can also go

21   online and write, once again, at

22   comments.EFSEC.wa.gov.  So thank you very much.

23                     CHAIR DREW:  And that, I believe,

24   is a form that you can just enter your comment into;

25   is that correct?  The comments database?  And is that
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 1   open until what time for this meeting?

 2                     MS. GRANTHAM:  This is Andrea

 3   Grantham.  Chair Drew, I can answer that question for

 4   you.

 5                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

 6                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Yeah.  It is an

 7   online -- excuse me -- comment campaign, so it is a

 8   form that you can fill out, and it will be open

 9   from -- well, it's open now.  It started at 5:00, and

10   it will close at 11:59 p.m. tonight.

11                     CHAIR DREW:  So you don't have to

12   write a separate e-mail or anything.  You can just

13   tonight just go into that "comments" at EFSEC.wa.gov

14   and just insert your comments into that.  So that's

15   another way to do it.

16       I did not ask our counsel for the environment to

17   speak, and so I would ask him to once again introduce

18   himself and let you know what the role of the counsel

19   for the environment, who is appointed by the attorney

20   general of Washington, is.

21       Go ahead, please.

22                     MR. KOROL:  Good evening, everyone.

23   My name is Yuriy Korol.  I'm an assistant attorney

24   general here for the State of Washington.  My role

25   here is statutorily to represent the public and its
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 1   interest in protecting the quality of the

 2   environment.

 3       So as you just saw, there's plenty of

 4   opportunities for the public to comment.  And I will

 5   also be a formal party for any adjudications that may

 6   arise.  So if you have any comments or evidence or

 7   testimony you'd like to submit regarding those

 8   issues, I'd be happy to hear them.

 9       I will enter into the chat my contact detail so

10   you have those.  And also on the EFSEC website -- I

11   mean, for the project site, itself -- my name and

12   contact detail should be pretty readily available.

13       So, yes, if you have any testimony to submit,

14   please let me know.  Thank you.

15                     CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.

16       And with that, we will move to the public comment

17   period.  We will go over 7:00 in order to accommodate

18   all these people, all of you who are here who wish to

19   speak.  And we will have a two-minute time limit.

20   And I will turn it over to Judge Gerard to manage.

21   Go ahead.

22                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Excuse me.  Thank

23   you.  Sorry, Chair Drew.  I just want to -- hello?

24   Okay.  Thank you.

25       I just wanted to make sure that people know that
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 1   the comment campaign website, the

 2   comments.EFSEC.wa.gov, is open for specific comment

 3   periods associated with the project milestone, but

 4   the comments@EFSEC.wa.gov e-mail is available any

 5   time.  Regardless of the method they are received,

 6   they are posted to the website to be publicly

 7   available and made available to the Council for

 8   review.

 9       So if anybody misses a comment, wants to go look

10   at comments later, they will be available on the

11   website.  And I've noticed that there are some -- a

12   person in chat posting some information.  I would

13   encourage everybody to please submit their comments

14   through these avenues so that they can be properly

15   captured with the project record and made available

16   to the Council.

17                     CHAIR DREW:  That's right.  We will

18   not -- the comments in chat will not be in the public

19   record.  So, again, tonight during this comment

20   period, you can see the online portion of the screen

21   that says where you can type in those comments.  At

22   the top, where it says "Public Input" -- thank you --

23   the comments@EFSEC.wa.gov is open any time for

24   comments.  And those both go into the public record.

25   They are available to Council members.  They're
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 1   available to the public.  So please use all avenues,

 2   and send us a good old-fashioned letter if you want

 3   to.  Thanks.

 4                     ALJ GERARD:  Good evening,

 5   everyone.  I'm Administrative Law Judge Dan Gerard.

 6   I will be controlling the public comment section as

 7   well as the comment section for the land-use hearing.

 8       As Chair Drew said, everyone will have two

 9   minutes for their comments.  She said you can ask

10   questions of the proposal or the applicant here.

11   Don't expect an answer, because obviously our time is

12   limited.  We do have, I think last check, 32 people

13   that are signed to make comments.  So please make

14   your comments succinct as possible.

15       Obviously if -- obviously if you are unable to

16   complete your comment section, you can complete those

17   comments within the avenues provided to you by

18   Ms. Hafkemeyer earlier.

19       We do have a court reporter here today that will

20   transcribe everything into written format for us to

21   review later.  So when you begin to speak, please

22   state and spell your name just so we get it correct.

23       With that, with the two-minute time frame, I will

24   do my best to prompt you when you have about 15

25   seconds left.  That way you can wrap up whatever
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 1   comments you wish to make at this point.  I'll simply

 2   raise my left hand just to give you a cue.  But given

 3   the number of people we do have speaking today, I

 4   will enforce the two-minute rule rather strictly.  So

 5   please make sure you do cut off at that point.

 6       So I think with that, if we go ahead and bring up

 7   our first speaker, please.

 8                     MS. BARKER:  The first speaker is

 9   Lisa Janicki.

10                     LISA JANICKI:  Good evening.

11   Welcome to my hometown of Sedro-Woolley.  And my name

12   is Lisa Janicki, J-a-n-i-c-k-i.  I am a county

13   commissioner with Skagit County.  And we have another

14   commissioner here who will be addressing some of the

15   issues.

16       I think the primary -- the primary concern that I

17   hear throughout the room and that the commissioners

18   are concerned with is the use of agricultural land

19   for a permanent project like this.  You know, we work

20   really hard to protect our farmland, and including

21   a -- self-taxing our whole population to buy out

22   farmland legacy credits and putting conservation

23   easements across farmland so that we have this

24   ability to literally feed the world.  It creates an

25   ache in all of our hearts to see a piece of farmland
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 1   consumed with the project.

 2       With that being said, I do appreciate Mr. Nelson

 3   introducing the project to me in conjunction with our

 4   economic development folks at EDASC.  I absolutely

 5   understand the need for enough power.  I have

 6   testified in front of the legislator -- legislature

 7   and asked, You passed all these rules for new energy

 8   codes, new buildings with all electric appliances,

 9   electrifying the fleet, some of the things that

10   Mr. Nelson listed here.  Who's doing the utility math

11   to make that happen?

12       And I remember the distinct answer from that

13   legislator who said, That's up to the utilities.

14       Well, that's why we're here.  PSE did a call for

15   action because I know out at the Port of Skagit, they

16   cannot continue the industrial siting development of

17   existing projects and expansion projects because

18   there's not enough power.  So we need the power.  I

19   know this is not generation or transmission, but it's

20   part of the system that we need in place, so I get

21   it.  Let's work on that farmland piece.

22                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.

23                     MS. BARKER:  Peter Browning.

24                     PETER BROWNING:  Thank you.  I'm

25   Peter Browning, the other commissioner here.  And I
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 1   appreciate you coming and talking to us.  I did meet

 2   with Goldeneye early on, and we had a very good

 3   discussion.

 4                     ALJ GERARD:  Mr. Browning --

 5                     PETER BROWNING:  One thing --

 6                     ALJ GERARD:  -- would you --

 7                     PETER BROWNING:  Yes.

 8                     ALJ GERARD:  -- spell your name as

 9   well, please.

10                     PETER BROWNING:  Oh.  P-e-t-e-r

11   B-r-o-w-n-i-n-g.

12       And the one disappointing part was that I just

13   did not know and I was not led to believe that this

14   was going to become a state decision, and I feel very

15   strongly that it should be a local decision.  I

16   understand that we -- we have been overruled on this,

17   and it's unfortunate.

18       The environmental impact.  Hansen Creek is a huge

19   fish-producing creek, and so there is some concern

20   that it's absolutely well -- it has to be really well

21   protected, because this leads into the Skagit River.

22   Any sort of lithium-ion would be devastating for fish

23   production.  And so, again, we're going to be

24   expecting some very, very diligent effort on your

25   part to make sure that we are absolutely protected.
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 1       The floodplain area.  It's kind of low.  It's a

 2   swampy area.  It has to be elevated, so if there is a

 3   flood, it's not going to be consumed with floodwater

 4   in the spring or the -- or the fall.  So we have to

 5   be assured that it's going to be up high enough and

 6   it's going to be protected area.

 7       And, finally, we really expect that there would

 8   be something on the verge of -- the order of a SWAT

 9   team that is available to come out.  So we do not

10   have firemen that are prepared to take on a fire of

11   the magnitude of a lithium-ion fire, battery fire.

12   So we want to make sure that one of the components of

13   this agreement is a very easily access -- people who

14   can be here very quickly if there is any sort of

15   hazard so that we're not putting our own community

16   members in danger nor are we putting our community in

17   danger.  So -- and I'm hoping that will be a very

18   significant part.

19       Again, Mr. Nelson, I appreciate our conversation.

20   You were very honest with me, always, and I

21   appreciated that.  So thank you.

22                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

23   Mr. Browning.

24                     MS. BARKER:  Charles Johnson.

25                     ALJ GERARD:  Charles Johnson, are
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 1   you here?  Or online?

 2       Let's go ahead and move on to next, and we can

 3   call him at the end if we have time.

 4                     MS. BARKER:  Seth Newsome.

 5                     ALJ GERARD:  Seth Newsome, are you

 6   here or online?  If so, go ahead and speak up or come

 7   to the podium, please.

 8                     MS. BARKER:  Robert McCloud.

 9                     ROBERT McCLOUD:  Good evening,

10   ladies and gentlemen.  My name is Robert McCloud.  I

11   am a field agent for the Laborers International

12   Union --

13                     ALJ GERARD:  Would you spell your

14   name as well, sir.

15                     ROBERT McCLOUD:  M-c-C-l-o-u-d.

16       I am a field agent for the Laborers International

17   Union of North America, Local 292, in Everett,

18   Washington.  We cover the northern five counties:

19   Snohomish, Whatcom, Island, Skagit, San Juans.  We

20   have roughly 250 members who live here in Skagit

21   County.  Approximately 90 of those members live right

22   here in Sedro-Woolley.  I arise today to express our

23   members' support for the Goldeneye energy storage

24   project.

25       The Goldeneye project will provide energy
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 1   security for our local communities as the region

 2   works to achieve a clean energy transition the State

 3   of Washington has mandated.  If we're going to be

 4   relying on more renewable energy, then we need a way

 5   to store energy so that it can be redistributed

 6   during critical periods.  Our union workforce, our

 7   union members are proud to have a role in securing

 8   the prosperous energy future for our communities.

 9   Thank you.

10                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.

11                     MS. BARKER:  Lisa Stuurmans.

12                     ALJ GERARD:  And just a quick

13   reminder:  Before you begin, go ahead and spell your

14   name, just so I don't have to interrupt your flow,

15   please.

16                     LISA STUURMANS:  Good evening.

17   Lisa Stuurmans.  L-i-s-a S-t-u-u-r-m-a-n-s.

18       I'm an IBEW electrician.  I live here in

19   Sedro-Woolley as a resident.  And I wanted to speak

20   tonight in favor of constructing this facility using

21   skilled crafts workers with family-wage jobs.

22       It's not often enough that we have construction

23   projects this size here in Skagit County where

24   electricians like me can work so close to home.

25       Thank you for the opportunity to speak.
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 1                     MS. BARKER:  Matt Phillips.

 2                     MATT PHILLIPS:  Matt, M-a-t-t,

 3   Phillips, P-h-i-l-l-i-p-s.

 4       I live here locally with my family.  I have

 5   school-age children, own a local business, and have a

 6   13-year career in public safety as a firefighter here

 7   in Washington.  I love the neighborhood feeling and

 8   community-focused lifestyle we have here in

 9   Sedro-Woolley, the abundant wildlife, outstanding

10   scenery, et cetera.

11       I'm going to blast through this, so bear with me.

12   I'm here today to strongly oppose the proposed 800

13   megawatt hour battery energy storage system in our

14   town due to the significant impact to our community's

15   health, safety, and general welfare.

16       In my line of work, current industry standard is

17   to anticipate we may need 10,000 gallons of water to

18   mitigate a single electric vehicle fire.  My research

19   from TESLA indicates a single EV can hold 50 to a

20   hundred kilowatt hours of energy.  Assuming the lower

21   amount of 50 kilowatt hours, we compare that to --

22   take a quarter of the site that's being projected, of

23   the BESS site -- I'll skip all the math here --

24   equals to about 4,000 EVs, a quarter of this site.

25   So if we had 4,000 EVs on fire, at 10,000 gallons per
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 1   each, we would need 40 million gallons of water.

 2       The point here is to highlight the enormous scale

 3   of this facility.  The runoff would threaten the

 4   Skagit River.  This size facility doesn't belong in

 5   Sedro-Woolley.  The energy industry downplays the

 6   occurrences of these fires, probably because it would

 7   negatively affect profits.  But these fires do happen

 8   and keep occurring regularly, even with modern

 9   equipment and technology and today's leading safety

10   metrics like the ones promised here by Goldeneye.

11       July 18th, just less than a month ago, Santa Ana,

12   California, battery storage facility prompted

13   evacuation, required 60 firefighters, under

14   investigation.  May 20th, just a couple months ago,

15   San Diego, California, Gateway energy storage

16   facility.  Smaller than ours, 250 megawatt-hour

17   facility.  Involved in a fire.  Water was pumped into

18   the building suppression system to extinguish it.

19   They put a 650-foot barrier around for 22 hours with

20   air monitoring equipment from drones and robots.  An

21   evacuation warning in a half mile around the area.

22   And they stayed on the fire for 17 days because it

23   reignited.  I've got six more here.

24                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

25   Mr. Phillips.  (Unintelligible.)
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 1                            (Applause.)

 2

 3                     MS. BARKER:  James Delay.

 4                     ALJ GERARD:  James Delay?  Are you

 5   present?

 6                     JAMES DELAY:  I'm online.  Can you

 7   hear me?

 8                     ALJ GERARD:  We can.  Thank you.

 9                     JAMES DELAY:  My name's James

10   Delay.  Spelling:  J-a-m-e-s D-e-l-a-y.

11       In short, what the fireman just said is totally

12   true.  BESS fires are a lot more -- they happen a lot

13   more often than what the developers say.  His

14   estimates of the amount of water required were also

15   accurate.  The Otay Mesa BESS fire that he referenced

16   is the second fire back in May.  Used almost 20

17   million gallons of water to try to control.

18       And my biggest concern with this location is that

19   it's right next to Hansen Creek, which goes into

20   Skagit, and also its proximity to downtown

21   Sedro-Woolley.  If you have to evacuate, generally

22   most BESS fires have a -- both an evacuation zone and

23   also a shelter-in-place zone.  The average is about a

24   mile and a half to two miles for evacuations, and

25   then the shelter in place is usually out to five
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 1   miles.

 2       We have seen, depending on locations, where the

 3   shelter-in-place orders have been placed as far as

 4   seven miles out because of the way the wind goes

 5   through.  There was a fire in Melba, Idaho, where

 6   they evacuated everybody, and the BESS developer who

 7   was building the BESS -- and they actually had just

 8   plugged it in for the very first time at the Melba,

 9   Idaho, fire just to see, you know, if everything was

10   working, and it then ignited and caught fire.

11       The developer actually had a contingency plan or

12   financial responsibility agreement that basically had

13   them pay for everybody that was evacuated, and the

14   fire ended up burning for five days.  Everybody who

15   was evacuated needed to be put up in hotels.

16       Going back to the most recent -- the -- the fire

17   in Otay Mesa, imagine having to evacuate everybody in

18   downtown Sedro-Woolley for two weeks.  And where are

19   they going to go?  Where is the financial

20   responsibility for the cleanup of all the

21   contamination of everything that comes out of

22   lithium, you know, battery fires?  And the list of

23   that stuff is exhaustive.  Thank you.

24                            (Applause.)

25   ////
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 1                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Delay.

 2                     MS. BARKER:  Kathy Sutton.

 3                     KATHY SUTTON:  Kathy Sutton.

 4   K-a-t-h-y S-u-t-t-o-n.  That better?  Thank you.

 5       I was going to talk also about the San Diego fire

 6   recently.  I think one thing that Matt may have

 7   mentioned but I missed was that not only did it take

 8   almost 24 hours to contain it; it reignited itself

 9   twice within the next two days, and then it went

10   further to contain it.  People were evacuated for two

11   weeks.  The evacuation had gone off and then been

12   reinstated.  Plus what I read also is that there was

13   hydrogen fluoride released into the air up to 600

14   feet away from the site.

15       My concerns are local as well:  Environmental for

16   the -- the land, the animals, but also the children

17   and the people's homes.  Within a few miles as the

18   crow flies up the site, we have Sedro-Woolley High

19   School, State Street High School, at least four

20   elementary schools.  We have Cascade Middle School,

21   Riverfront Park with baseball fields.  We have

22   Janicki baseball fields, Sedro-Woolley downtown area,

23   residential areas, Hansen Creek, Skagit River, Judy

24   Reservoir, which services -- stores PUD water to

25   service a lot of Skagit County and beyond.
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 1       So worst-case scenario, of course, if there is a

 2   thermal runaway, it could be big bad.  Where is the

 3   20 million gallons of water going to come from to

 4   serve that, and then where is it going to outflow to?

 5   To the river, to the creek, to the soil.  You know,

 6   that's going to be massive to clean up.

 7       Again, our fire personnel, we don't want to

 8   jeopardize them.  APS, Arizona.  Eight firemen were

 9   seriously injured, four of which were hospitalized

10   for chemical burns, when they had an explosion down

11   there.  I believe it was 2019.  So a lot of risk.

12       Benefit?  Maybe.  I don't know.  But a lot of

13   risk to our community, our environment, and our

14   children.  So thank you.

15                            (Applause.)

16

17                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Sutton.

18                     MS. BARKER:  Suzanne Rohner.

19                     SUZANNE ROHNER:  Suzanne Rohner.

20   S-u-z-a-n-n-e R-o-h-n-e-r.

21       I have -- I want to echo the concerns that

22   Commissioner Janicki had about using ag land.  We

23   need to eat.  I also want to know who approached who.

24   Did EFSEC come to the community, or did the community

25   go to EFSEC?  Who started the ball rolling on this?
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 1       I was looking up for lithium fires today on the

 2   Internet.  On August 12th, in Dutch Harbor, a

 3   container ship on a Yang Ming Wok (phonetic) ship

 4   exploded.  It was loaded with lithium batteries.

 5   They had to pump the hold full of carbon dioxide and

 6   seal the hold off to put the fire out.

 7       Also, questions on decommission.  What is the

 8   longevity of one of these systems?  And what is the

 9   environmental impact of the mining of rare-earth

10   minerals to get the lithium batteries and the

11   disposal of those batteries?  What's the entire

12   environmental impact with that?

13       And the other thing that really kind of chilled

14   me was the statement that the final decision -- and

15   I'm kind of unclear on whose final decision, whether

16   it's EFSEC or not -- but the final decision preempts

17   other state and local decisions.  And that sounds

18   like somebody's giving up control, and it doesn't sit

19   well with me.

20                            (Applause.)

21

22                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Rohner.

23                     MS. BARKER:  Ethan Pfahl.

24                     ETHAN PFAHL:  It's Ethan Pfahl,

25   P-h-a-h-l.
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 1       Good evening, Council.  My name is Ethan.  I work

 2   for LiUNA Local 292.  I represent approximately 1300

 3   construction craft laborers, including those who live

 4   and work in Sedro-Woolley.  The Goldeneye energy

 5   project will be the gold standard for all projects in

 6   Skagit and surrounding counties.  This project is a

 7   step in the right direction, pushing us towards a

 8   clean energy transition.  Goldeneye will meet all the

 9   State's new mandates for clean energy while

10   simultaneously providing a hundred, approximately,

11   good-paying jobs with benefits for the men and women

12   building this landmark project.

13       The Goldeneye project will help limit the

14   ever-growing burden of stressing the grid.  Goldeneye

15   will also assist the growing demands of all -- of an

16   increasing population, the severe weather storms

17   which leave families without power for many days.  I

18   understand everybody's safety concerns, but that's

19   why there's committees like you guys to uphold those

20   safety concerns.  In general, labor supports the

21   Goldeneye project.  Thank you.

22                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Pfahl.

23                     MS. BARKER:  Val Mullen.

24                     VAL MULLEN:  I'm Val Mullen.  V-a-l

25   M-u-l-l-e-n.  I live 15 minutes from this project.
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 1   And I'm actually opposed to the project, but it

 2   sounds like it might already be a done deal.

 3       I also want to know the life of the project.  And

 4   I'm concerned about the parcels that are zoned

 5   agricultural, natural resources.  Why are we able to

 6   do that in these zoned areas?  If I wanted to do

 7   something like that, I'm sure I would be shot down

 8   immediately.

 9       The project is near population -- a very

10   populated park, the Skagit River, Hansen Creek.  None

11   of these are really compatible with a lithium-ion

12   battery.

13       And I noticed on one of the maps that you showed,

14   none of these projects are in Seattle or Everett or

15   in the populated areas.  Why are we just in the rural

16   areas that are hosting these projects?

17       The batteries are not recyclable.  They're

18   expensive to manufacture.  The mining for the lithium

19   destroys land, ecosystems, pollutes water, pollutes

20   air.  The extraction depletes the water needed by

21   agricultural and homeowners.  And extreme cold can

22   damage these batteries.

23       So I have a opposition to this, but I'm just

24   wondering how much impact our statements have on

25   this.  Thank you.
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 1                            (Applause.)

 2

 3                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Mullen.

 4                     MS. BARKER:  Bonnie Helms.

 5                     BONNIE HELMS:  Hi.  Do you need me

 6   to spell my name?

 7                     ALJ GERARD:  Yes, please.

 8                     BONNIE HELMS:  You need me to spell

 9   my name?  B-o-n-n-i-e H-e-l-m-s.

10       So I did like that you talked about the

11   legislative mandates.  I kind of wanted to talk about

12   that.  EFSEC has been an independent agency hardly

13   longer than any rules or regulations for siting a

14   BESS have existed.  2022, House Bill 1812, as I

15   understand it, enabled you to streamline green energy

16   projects to meet net-zero policy goals of the

17   outgoing governor.  I hope Council's taking due

18   process and adequate time investigating these

19   projects and their justifications and involving NEPA

20   when required.

21       SCOTUS's decision on Chevron deference should be

22   considered in your upcoming expedited rule-making

23   that public comment closes on on September 24th.

24   There are many reasons to postpone a decision or

25   demand an EIS.  I'd refer you to the cities of
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 1   Covington and Black Diamond's councils, who both

 2   placed moratoriums on BESS to allow for further

 3   investigation of things like evacuation plans, plume

 4   studies, firefighting ability, and more.  There's a

 5   lot of info available that shows lithium-based

 6   batteries pose many risks to the environment and

 7   community, all while alternative technology is

 8   available.  Data center demand is not a valid

 9   justification in my mind.  Find for a determination

10   of significance, and obtain a third-party EIS, and do

11   a NEPA review especially if any of this energy is

12   being exported out of state.  Thanks.

13                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Helms.

14                            (Applause.)

15

16                     MS. BARKER:  Ernesto Avelar.

17                     ALJ GERARD:  Do we have Ernesto

18   Avelar either in person or online?

19                     ERNESTO AVELAR:  Yeah, I'm online.

20   Can you hear me?

21                     ALJ GERARD:  I can.  Go ahead and

22   spell your name, and make your comments, please.

23   Thank you, sir.

24                     ERNESTO AVELAR:  My name is Ernesto

25   Avelar.  E-r-n-e-s-t-o A-v-e-l-a-r.
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 1       I am the director of policy and regulatory

 2   affairs affiliated with the Laborers International

 3   Union of North America in the Northwest Region.  We

 4   work directly with the Washington and Northern Idaho

 5   District Council of Laborers and Laborers Local 292

 6   that covers the area in which the project is being

 7   proposed.  We wanted to thank Chair Drew, the

 8   Council, and its staff for allowing us to participate

 9   this evening to voice our support of the Goldeneye

10   energy storage project.

11       As Washingtonians continue its commitments to a

12   clean energy transaction in efforts to meet the

13   State's mandates to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,

14   the Goldeneye project will play an important role not

15   only in the build-out of the infrastructure, which

16   will provide support and stability to the system

17   while providing energy security for our local

18   communities during extreme weather events.

19       In addition to the added energy system stability,

20   the local economic benefits that Goldeneye is

21   investing by creating a hundred good-paying

22   family-wage jobs, that will be built by a trained and

23   skilled workforce which includes a commitment to

24   utilizing registered apprenticeship programs and

25   ensuring a dependable -- the dependability of a clean
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 1   energy future.

 2       The LiUNA Northwest Region commends the developer

 3   for its work on this project to ensure an equitable

 4   and just transition, its investment to the

 5   development of a locally trained and skilled

 6   workforce of the community.  We ask the commission to

 7   approve this project.  And we thank you in advance

 8   for your time and consideration.  Thank you.

 9                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Avelar.

10       Please next.

11                     MS. BARKER:  Connie Miller.

12                     CONNIE MILLER:  Good evening.  My

13   name is Connie Miller.  C-o-n-n-i-e M-i-l-l-e-r.

14       I really don't have a lot of comments.  I'm new

15   to this process.  This is my first exposure to BESS.

16   And so I really have a lot of questions.  I

17   understand you may not be able to answer them.  But

18   I'd like to note my questions for the record.

19       So my first question really is about who owns

20   this project.  Is Goldeneye owned by the developer,

21   and will they maintain ownership as they operate the

22   facility?  I understand that they build and operate,

23   but it wasn't clear who actually owns the facility.

24       What's -- my other question is, what supplies the

25   energy that is actually stored?  Is that existing
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 1   energy through, you know, our dams, our other

 2   sources, or will there be new energy sources to

 3   create that energy that then will be stored at BESS?

 4       And then since this is an unmanned location and

 5   although it's great we might have jobs for the

 6   construction of the project, there's no long-term

 7   jobs here, from what I understand.  Who determines

 8   when that energy is released?  That's a question I

 9   have.  Is that energy released to Puget Sound Energy,

10   and is it therefore sold to them?  And then who

11   receives the benefit and the profits of that energy

12   sale?

13       So I just don't understand the whole ecosystem of

14   how that actually works.  But those are some

15   questions I had.  I'm also concerned about the

16   lithium-ion battery storage.  I'm wondering if other

17   options were considered, like lithium phosphate,

18   nickel, salt, or even new technology recently

19   announced by Samsung using solid-state for storage.

20       So I will follow up with some information you

21   provided to see if I can get answers to these

22   questions.  Thank you.

23                            (Applause.)

24

25                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Miller.
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 1                     MS. BARKER:  Sally Carlson.

 2                     SALLY CARLSON:  S-a-l-l-y

 3   C-a-r-l-s-o-n.  Thank you.

 4       I'm wondering -- I'm concerned about a meltdown,

 5   which it's not a matter of if it will happen.  It's

 6   when it will happen.  And this --

 7                     UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Exactly.

 8                     SALLY CARLSON:  -- project is going

 9   to be sitting practically right on top of a mobile

10   home park with a lot of people who are on very fixed

11   incomes.  They're not prepared for being housed in a

12   hotel for two weeks or -- there's -- they don't have

13   the resources for that.

14       So who would pay for that?  You?  You guys?  Or

15   is that on PSE's plate?

16       That's all I have to say.  Environmentally, bad

17   decision.

18                            (Applause.)

19

20                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

21   Ms. Carlson.

22       Who's next?

23                     MS. BARKER:  Beverly Laudermilk.

24                     BEVERLY LAUDERMILK:  The story of

25   my life.  Beverly, B-e-v-e-r-l-y, Laudermilk,

0061

 1   L-a-u-d-e-r-m-i-l-k.

 2       Thank you for this opportunity for us to speak

 3   and have our input.  When there's -- we have a

 4   problem, obviously, where as -- we have a problem,

 5   obviously, as just a state.  We're making the

 6   decision to get off of fossil fuels as quickly as we

 7   can for the sake of our environment, for the sake of

 8   our waters and our air.  And I just find it a problem

 9   that our solution can involve a thermal runaway that

10   may cause pollution in our rivers, in our air, and

11   it'll affect the environment, our children, the

12   animals around us.

13       The gases that are produced by these batteries,

14   which my understanding is that when one has a

15   problem, it immediately causes an ongoing effect;

16   like Sally said, a meltdown.  Skin burns, lung

17   damage, possible systemic issues.

18       And I don't think this is a good plan.  If we

19   have a problem, we need a solution.  We don't need

20   more problems being caused by the solution.  And

21   why -- why Mr. -- I can't -- I can't see your name.

22   You said these things don't happen, they're --

23   they're better now.  They are happening.  And there's

24   no guarantee that they won't happen.  And you're only

25   going to have -- you're not going to have anybody
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 1   manning them.  That just doesn't make good sense.

 2   This is the community that needs this land and this

 3   water.  We need to protect our Earth.

 4                            (Applause.)

 5

 6                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

 7   Ms. Laudermilk.

 8       Next, please.

 9                     MS. BARKER:  Derek Maloney.

10                     DEREK MALONEY:  Yeah, my name's

11   Derek Maloney.  D-e-r-e-k M-a-l-o-n-e-y.  I'm an IBEW

12   member.  I support this project.

13       Some quick research.  I found a report here from

14   EPRI that says that the rate of failure incidents

15   fell 97 percent between 2018 and 2023.  As technology

16   evolves, you know, there are risks obviously.

17   Everything that we do involves some sort of risk.

18   And, you know, we know that we have a problem with

19   green energy, and part of that problem is storage.

20       We need to create the storage somewhere.  It has

21   to be close to substations in order for it to work.

22   So I support this project.  Thank you.

23                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

24   Mr. Maloney.

25       Next, please.
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 1                     DEREK MALONEY:  (Unintelligible.)

 2                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.

 3                     MS. BARKER:  Jack Moore.

 4                     ALJ GERARD:  Jack Moore, are you

 5   either in person or online?  If so, go ahead and

 6   speak up, please.

 7       Let's go ahead and move on, please.

 8                     MS. BARKER:  Keith Weir.

 9                     KEITH WEIR:  Good evening, Chair

10   Drew, members of the community.  Can everybody hear

11   me?

12                     ALJ GERARD:  We can.  Thank you.

13                     KEITH WEIR:  Okay.  My name is

14   Keith Weir.  Spelling is K-e-i-t-h W-e-i-r.  I am

15   also an IBEW member; however, from the southern

16   local -- IBEW Local 46 -- representing four counties,

17   over 6,200 trained, skilled, licensed electricians

18   and apprentices that will be ensuring that this work

19   is put in safely, appropriately, and properly.

20       Many mentions.  I could go over everything

21   that -- the grid, right?  We are trying to save our

22   planet, save our environment.  I'm hearing

23   everybody's concerns.  That's why there are these

24   processes for everybody to be heard.

25       The work that we've done in the past several
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 1   years around resiliency for communities rely on

 2   backup storage.  So when we do have a cataclysmic

 3   climate event and power goes down and there is no

 4   backup available, I've heard people mention the

 5   schools and people who can least afford it and -- and

 6   colleges and all these other -- nursing homes.  And

 7   this is what this is all about helping to provide

 8   power for.  This is one -- one leg of the stool to

 9   try and mitigate what is coming in an impending

10   climate-related incident.

11       So please consider that, right?  This is an

12   answer.  It is available.  It can be done safely.  We

13   can all work together to make it work and ensure that

14   the community benefits, its done appropriately and

15   safely, and that everybody -- Heaven forbid that

16   climate event does come -- we will be much, much

17   better suited to handle that.  Thank you very much

18   for your time this evening.

19                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Weir.

20       Who's next?

21                     MS. BARKER:  Elly Wanambisi.

22                     ELLY WANAMBISI:  Good evening,

23   ladies and gentlemen.  My name Elly Wanambisi,

24   W-a-n-a-m-b-i-s-i.  I'm an organizer with the

25   Washington and Northern Idaho District Council of
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 1   Laborers and Laborers Local 292.

 2       As my colleagues have spoken before, I'm in favor

 3   of this project because it's going to bring a lot of

 4   skilled work for our area.  We have 250 members that

 5   live in this area, so this is going to be really good

 6   for this community and for the future.  We're all --

 7   whether we like it or not, the future is coming, and

 8   we have to be prepared for it, so this job will be

 9   there to help us with the clean energy and the future

10   coming for this area and for our kids and the future

11   families.  So that's all I have to say.  I'm in favor

12   of this project.  Thank you.

13                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

14   Mr. Wanambisi.

15       Next, please.

16                     MS. BARKER:  Patty Boettcher.

17                     PATTY BOETTCHER:  Patty Boettcher.

18   P-a-t-t-y B-o-e-t-t-c-h-e-r.

19       I live directly across the street from this

20   proposal, and I've not heard one word about the

21   Williams pipeline.  There are three major gas

22   pipeline within 1500 feet of this proposal.  And in

23   some places, it's only 10 feet underground.

24       There is also a natural gas service line that

25   services the area that's on that side of the street.
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 1   Again, less than a hundred yards.

 2       There is a water main line that runs on that side

 3   of the street as well.  There's also the Bonneville

 4   power line on the east -- or excuse me -- on the west

 5   side that has not been addressed.  I'm not sure if

 6   there's a buffer zone for that is all.

 7       Hansen Creek.  We are going to -- there's another

 8   person behind me that's going to discuss about the

 9   flooding that has occurred in that area.  We have

10   pictures, and we'll make sure that you get those.

11       There's also a nice new elk herd that loves to

12   live in my field.  Again, how is it going to be

13   impacted?

14       I really oppose this simply because we are a

15   farming community, and this is definitely going to

16   impact the ability to continue to farm in that area.

17   Thank you.

18                            (Applause.)

19

20                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

21   Ms. Boettcher.

22                     MS. BARKER:  Virginia Good.

23                     VIRGINIA GOOD VLAHOVICH:  Virginia

24   Good Vlahovich.  G-o-o-d capital V-l-a-h-o-v-i-c-h.

25       I live five minutes from the project.  And I

0067

 1   ranch cattle.  And it's obvious that when big

 2   companies come into these littler communities, that

 3   farmland like pastureland gets swallowed up first

 4   because it hasn't got wheat on it or potatoes or

 5   broccoli or something like that, and we get it for a

 6   little bit less money, versus building by the cities

 7   that are going to take advantage of the rolling

 8   blackouts they're going to have that we don't have.

 9       So I -- I can't see how we truly benefit in this

10   area.  We have an active volcano in our backyard,

11   Mt. Baker.  If it erupts, what's going to flood?

12   It's coming right down the Skagit River.  It's going

13   to take all that out.  Sure, it's going to be

14   hazardous for a whole lot of things, but why add

15   another ingredient into the mix from all that?

16       The infrastructure of the road, handling all

17   these heavy batteries that want to come into our

18   community.  Our roads are not prepared for that kind

19   of thing.  I mean, you would have to really do some

20   roadwork to build this up and make it good.

21       And replacement of the batteries.  How often do

22   they have to pull them out and bring in new ones?  So

23   here's more big, heavy equipment on our roads that we

24   have little cars that go up and down them all day

25   long, not big trucks.
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 1       Kids on bicycles still play on the roads here.

 2   People walk on the roads here all the time.  And I'd

 3   hate to have to think that my cows might have to

 4   drink that lithium water.  Because I am a rancher,

 5   and I'm just not for it.  Thank you.

 6                            (Applause.)

 7

 8                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

 9   Ms. Vlahovich.

10       Next, please.

11                     MS. BARKER:  Kim O'Hara.

12                     ALJ GERARD:  Kim O'Hara, are you in

13   person or online?  If so, go ahead and speak up.

14       Let's go ahead and move (unintelligible) so we

15   can call (unintelligible).

16                     MS. BARKER:  Erica Howell.

17                     ERICA HOWELL:  Okay.  Erica Howell.

18   E-r-i-c-a -- E-r-i-c-a.  Erica Howell, H-o-w-e-l-l.

19       So I'm not as prepared as everyone else.  I

20   actually just found out about this today, and I live

21   five minutes away.  So not as prepared.  But a couple

22   notes.  Okay?

23       Kids, small -- like, lots of kids, all the

24   schools.  I'll just read what I've got here.

25       How much choice do we actually have in this
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 1   matter?  That's my first question.  I spent my

 2   afternoon studying, and all that I've learned has --

 3   has me here to strongly oppose this project.  My

 4   family and I live just five minutes away.  The risk

 5   is too large to take on, in my opinion.

 6       I've lived here all my life.  I've never lost

 7   power for more than 48 hours.  It's never happened to

 8   me personally.  I don't find it as a major issue.  I

 9   don't hear any of my community members telling me

10   it's a major issue.

11       I'm not on board with the three-minute-to-death

12   toxic gas fumes that could be coming out if -- if

13   disaster strikes, which 60 have happened majorly in

14   the last, what, two, three years.

15       And then let's not get onto the science of this

16   supposed green energy.  The mining, what it's doing

17   to our planet -- excuse me -- all of that.  It's not

18   the way, not the solution, not the place.

19       And I would like to inquire also on the noise

20   impact, because you're guys's assessment is saying 40

21   decibels or less while the other resources I'm seeing

22   are saying between 70 to 92 decibels.  So what is the

23   actual noise impact going to be?

24       And that's all I've got for you guys.  Thank you.

25                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Howell.
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 1                     MS. BARKER:  Tina Champeaux.

 2                     TINA CHAMPEAUX:  Tina, T-i-n-a,

 3   Champeaux, C-h-a-m-p-e-a-u-x.

 4       I live nine miles north of Sedro-Woolley.  I'm a

 5   property owner.  I'm also engaged in the farm bureau.

 6   I'm not representing the farm bureau, but I am a

 7   voting member.

 8       So I was raised in agriculture.  I love Skagit

 9   County.  It's always been a farming community.  We

10   stand behind our farmers mostly.  Our farming

11   community is really under really serious problems

12   with the inflation and regulation, micromanaging, all

13   of that.  The farmers are having to hard time.

14       What I really have a problem with is how this

15   company, Goldfinch Energy Storage, actually gets a

16   free pass on farming land.  That just isn't okay.  We

17   want to keep our farming community, and we want to

18   keep how it looks, and we want to make our farmers

19   prosperous.  That's my main issue, is the farmland.

20       It's also interesting, and I just found this out

21   today.  I appreciate what this other lady said,

22   because I haven't had a lot of time to research.  But

23   it's interesting how a company in New York picked our

24   county.  And I certainly would like to know how that

25   happened.
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 1       Anyway, thank you for your time.

 2                            (Applause.)

 3

 4                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

 5   Ms. Champeaux.

 6                     MS. BARKER:  Mike Rogers.

 7                     MIKE ROGERS:  I am Mike Rogers.

 8   M-i-k-e R-o-g-e-r-s.

 9       I have dealt with several environmental and

10   safety concerns in my experiences.

11       Did you say something?

12                     CHAIR DREW:  Can we pause, please?

13                     MIKE ROGERS:  Pardon?

14                     ALJ GERARD:  (Unintelligible.)

15                     MIKE ROGERS:  I'm sorry.  I can't

16   hear you.

17                     ALJ GERARD:  The alarm going off.

18   If you go ahead and start back over, we'll reset the

19   timer for you.

20                     MIKE ROGERS:  Okay.

21                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.

22                     MIKE ROGERS:  The environmental

23   issues that I'm concerned with are -- are leakage,

24   explosions, fire, and contamination of the whole area

25   within this project.  How are they going to be dealt
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 1   with?  Leakage:  How are you going to deal with that?

 2       In your write-ups, you say that you will have

 3   water for fire suppression.  Is that the only method

 4   you will have?  And like people have said, that's a

 5   lot of water.

 6       Otherwise, the safety issues and stuff have

 7   really been dealt with with other people speaking.

 8       But I have one -- one thing that I would like to

 9   say.  I've dealt with State environmental, State

10   safety people, and they seem to listen to what we

11   say, but they've already got their minds made up.

12   They don't want it.  It doesn't make any difference

13   what you say.  It's there.  And hopefully this

14   Council will be able to listen and pass this

15   information on to an administration who is pro clean

16   environment.  Thank you.

17                            (Applause.)

18

19                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Rogers.

20                     MS. BARKER:  Andrew Vander Stoep.

21                     ALJ GERARD:  Could you repeat the

22   name, please.

23                     MS. BARKER:  Andrew Vander Stoep.

24                     ANDREW VANDER STOEP:  Hey,

25   everybody.  Andrew Vander Stoep.  V-a-n-d-e-r, space,
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 1   S-t-o-e-p.

 2       I'm a resident of Mount Vernon.  I'm a Mount

 3   Vernon City Council member.  And I'm an IBEW member.

 4   And -- oh.  Excuse me.  IBEW member.  Mount Vernon

 5   City Council member.  I'm not representing either of

 6   those, 'cause I'm going to go off of what I had

 7   written down.

 8       I hear the concerns of everybody here, and I want

 9   to acknowledge those.  And this is a different

10   conversation than probably what people are interested

11   in having.  But I think that the United States is

12   changing how manufacturing is going to be done.  I

13   think that we're trying to bring jobs back to the

14   United States in a meaningful way, and I think that

15   to do that, we have to have some meaningful impact

16   and energy transition.

17       I don't know if this is the answer.  I think it's

18   a part of the puzzle.  I've lived in Skagit County

19   for 26 years, and we do not have good jobs here.  We

20   have very few of them.  We're one of the poorest

21   counties in the state.  And my high school friends

22   and many of my family have struggled with that for

23   generations, and it's a real problem.

24       And it's a different county than other people in

25   this room are talking about, and so I feel like
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 1   there's some conflict here.  But a house ten years

 2   ago used to be about 130K.  You're going to not get

 3   anything for less than 400-, $500,000 now, and the --

 4   the jobs aren't there to support that.  Not in Skagit

 5   County.

 6       So that is why I'm in support of this project,

 7   because I hope that this leads to manufacturing in

 8   the ports and in other places in Skagit County to

 9   bring good jobs here.  Thank you.

10                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.

11       Next, please.

12                     MS. BARKER:  Keith Wagoner.

13                     KEITH WAGONER:  Good evening.  I'm

14   Keith Wagoner -- K-e-i-t-h W-a-g-o-n-e-r -- senator

15   from the 39th Legislative District, which you are

16   sitting in now.

17       First of all, I appreciate the acknowledgment

18   that this project does not create more power.  And

19   that's what we actually need, is the creation of more

20   power.  This is like filling up the bathtub because

21   the well might go dry, and then you've got a little

22   bit of water for a while.  It's not the type of

23   solution we need to support our manufacturing

24   industries that are growing rapidly in this county.

25       I do want to see those good jobs that we're
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 1   lacking here with our IBEW folks.  They deserve good

 2   jobs.  I'd rather see them put in a facility,

 3   particularly if we're sacrificing our valuable

 4   agricultural land, something that's going to provide

 5   energy.  And there's lots of options out there.  The

 6   first one that comes to my mind -- thanks for

 7   bringing up the natural gas lines are right there.

 8       We could put in some natural gas generators,

 9   which are far cheaper.  They don't have a 20-year

10   lifespan with hazardous waste disposal at the end of

11   that lifespan.  They're on line when you need them.

12   They're off-line when you don't.  We understand the

13   dangers.  And that would provide real power to our

14   grid.  We do not suffer from power outages at the

15   main line.  We get them when a tree falls down five

16   miles away or a transformer gets hit.

17       So you're asking the community to take on faith

18   that all of the hard lessons have already been

19   learned, but the thing about hard lessons are you

20   never know when it's your last one.

21       So here are my questions.  You said you talked to

22   the tribes.  I would like to know which tribes and

23   what their response is, because I represent three of

24   them.  I don't think the 250 million is an altruistic

25   donation to our community, so I want to know what the
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 1   business model is, how that gets paid, and does it

 2   affect our rate payers.

 3       And, lastly, which governor will make this

 4   decision, the current governor or the next governor?

 5   Thank you.

 6                            (Applause.)

 7

 8                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

 9   Mr. Wagoner.

10       Next, please.

11                     MS. BARKER:  John Torgerson.

12                     ALJ GERARD:  Would you go ahead and

13   repeat that, please.

14                     MS. BARKER:  John Torgerson.

15                     JOHN TORGERSON:  John Torgerson.

16   J-o-h-n T-o-r-g-e-r-s-o-n.

17       Little history.  If the long-term residents

18   remember, Bacus Hill Nuclear Power Plant did not go

19   in because it could have raised the temperature of

20   the Skagit River and that Skagit River is the only

21   one in the nation that has all varieties of salmon.

22   Excuse me.

23       And for fire suppression, how are you going to

24   prevent this fire-water slurry from getting into --

25   are you building a berm around the entire area to
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 1   contain all these millions of gallons?  And if you're

 2   going to build a berm, will it be a sound-deadening

 3   berm that will protect the people from potential

 4   90-decibel noise all night long as the batteries are

 5   being drained?

 6       Those are the questions.  You know, it's changing

 7   everybody's quality of life.

 8       And also, what about the value of the people's

 9   homes next to this that have to go and deal with

10   constant noise?  Sure, it may be only 40, but that's

11   a lot more than just a few birds chirping.  What has

12   more value?

13       Like he said, a bathtub or the power or the

14   sound?  Children.  It's peace and quiet.  Noise

15   pollution.  Can't get rid of noise.  Thank you.

16                            (Applause.)

17

18                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

19   Mr. Torgerson.

20                     MS. BARKER:  Kim Rubenstein.

21                     ALJ GERARD:  Kim Rubenstein, are

22   you in person or online right now?  If so, go ahead

23   and speak up, please.

24                     UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You can sign

25   up at the second part of the meeting?
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 1                     ALJ GERARD:  You can sign up for

 2   both.  It's a possibility.  We'll go ahead and just

 3   move on.

 4                     MS. BARKER:  Patrick Knapp.

 5                     PATRICK KNAPP:  Patrick Knapp.

 6   P-a-t-r-i-c-k K-n-a-p-p.  First off, welcome to

 7   Sedro-Woolley.

 8       I came tonight.  I didn't -- obviously don't have

 9   anything prepared.  I came to listen with an open

10   mind.  I am certainly in favor of jobs, living-wage

11   jobs.  That's very important.  But I'm also adamant

12   about farmland.  Once it's gone, we can't get it

13   back.  I'm torn.

14       Also know that Hansen Creek is a place that I've

15   taken my kids and my grandkids to see salmon.  It's a

16   jewel.  That concerns me.

17       But I also have a history of railing against

18   those that say "not my backyard."  You know, when we

19   need something, it's, like, I don't want it here,

20   because it's in my backyard.  And I'm torn because

21   I'm three -- three properties away, so it's in my

22   backyard, and I'm concerned.  I'm still weighing both

23   sides.

24       What kind of upset me and set me back tonight is

25   from -- I forgot the name of the company now.  I'm
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 1   sorry.  Gold -- Golden -- yeah.  A $250 million

 2   project, and you couldn't tell us how many you have

 3   on line and operating, and you have no history of

 4   these.  That scares me.  Thank you.

 5                            (Applause.)

 6

 7                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Knapp.

 8                     MS. BARKER:  Celeste Frisbee.

 9                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  Celeste Frisbee.

10   C-e-l-e-s-t-e F-r-i-s-b-e-e.

11       I'm here on behalf of myself.  I live within two

12   miles, on my grandparents' farm.  And my mother,

13   Karen Frisbee, who lives on Minkler Road in the home

14   I lived in and grew up in, just down the street from

15   us.

16       I just want to address a few things.  I heard the

17   comment this would be an LID project.  And I just

18   want it to be known that this is not a low-impact

19   development for those of us who live in the immediate

20   vicinity.  This is a major industrial infrastructure

21   project.  This is sited on ag and rural lands, which

22   are protected, as you've heard.  Because in Skagit

23   County, most people don't know this, but we have the

24   top 2 percent soils in the world.  Okay?

25       We grow food here so that we can live.  We need
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 1   water, clean air, and food to survive.  Those are

 2   essential things.  Power is not, actually.  And if

 3   you've lived in this region, you understand that the

 4   whole I-5 corridor once was ag-producing and is no

 5   longer.  Skagit County is one of the only

 6   ag-producing major producers on the west side of the

 7   state now.

 8       The creek, Hansen Creek.  If you know any history

 9   about that creek, it suffered major pollution from

10   the Northern State project, and only recently has it

11   seen any efforts to mitigate those pollutants.

12   Meanwhile, people like me grew up swimming in these

13   creeks.  These creeks are also perennial.  Oftentimes

14   they're not perennial any longer.  They go dry.  Last

15   year, they didn't -- our creek that I live on didn't

16   fill up until almost November.  These are

17   salmon-bearing streams.

18       Many people on Minkler Road, including my mother,

19   have a well.  Her point is only nine feet down.

20   We're dealing with drought.  The County forbades

21   irrigation of crops.  Water is a hot, contentious

22   issue.

23       The need.  For whom is this need?  Those who live

24   here?  I think not.  I only see a few of my neighbors

25   here.  I find it egregious that we were not notified
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 1   in any direct way --

 2                     ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Frisbee.

 3                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  -- about this

 4   meeting.  I heard about it by chance, and that tells

 5   me wholly that there is not care or concern for the

 6   people who live here and will have to live with this.

 7   I've driven by this site --

 8                     ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Frisbee.

 9                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  -- every day for

10   the last 30 years.

11                     ALJ GERARD:  We're over now.

12                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  I have -- I'm

13   going to take the time that other people didn't use,

14   who will give me permission.

15                     ALJ GERARD:  We have two minutes

16   per person.  Unfortunately, we have a land-use

17   meeting right after the meeting.

18                     UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You can

19   speak for me.

20                     ALJ GERARD:  You can actually

21   submit the comments online afterwards if you wish

22   them to consider.

23                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  (Unintelligible)

24   to speak here tonight (unintelligible).

25                     ALJ GERARD:  We've set the time
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 1   limits for everybody.  We have been consistent.  I'm

 2   not picking on you at all.  We're now 45 minutes

 3   afterwards.  But thank you.

 4                            (Applause.)

 5

 6                     MS. BARKER:  The following are

 7   recall names.

 8                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.

 9                     MS. BARKER:  Charles Johnson.  Seth

10   Newsome.  Jack Moore.  Kim O'Hara.

11                     ALJ GERARD:  Wasn't that Rubenstein

12   also?

13                     MS. BARKER:  They're going to speak

14   later at the end of the meeting.

15                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.

16                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you for all of

17   your time.  We are 20 minutes late for our second

18   meeting.  We will take a quick five-minute break, and

19   then we will start the land-use meeting.  Thank you.

20                            (Pause from 7:17 p.m. to

21                             7:28 p.m.)

22

23                     CHAIR DREW:  Again, this is

24   Kathleen Drew, chair of the Energy Facility Site

25   Evaluation Council, bringing this land-use
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 1   consistency hearing to order.  This is required by

 2   RCW 80.50.090, Sub 2, and Washington Administrative

 3   Code 463-26-035.

 4       During this hearing, we will have testimony

 5   regarding the project's -- proposed project's

 6   consistency and compliance with land-use plans and

 7   zoning ordinances.  That is the only subject that

 8   will be allowed during this hearing.  We've had the

 9   general comments, and this is now very specifically

10   in order for the Council to create the record and

11   make a determination on land-use consistency and

12   compliance with land-use plans and zoning ordinances.

13       So with that, Ms. Grantham, will you call the

14   Council roll.

15                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair

16   Drew.

17       Department of Commerce.

18                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,

19   present.

20                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of

21   Ecology.

22                     MR. LEVITT:  Eli Levitt, present.

23                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you,

24   Mr. Levitt.

25       Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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 1                     MR. LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston

 2   here.

 3                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of

 4   Natural Resources.

 5                     MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, present.

 6                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and

 7   Transportation Commission.

 8                     MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster,

 9   present.

10                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For the local

11   government:  For the Goldeneye BESS, for Skagit

12   County, Robby Eckroth.

13                     MR. ECKROTH:  Present.

14                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For administrative

15   law judge:  Dan Gerard.

16                     ALJ GERARD:  Present.

17                     MS. GRANTHAM:  And for counsel for

18   the environment, Yuriy Korol.

19                     MR. KOROL:  Present.

20                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair, there is a

21   quorum.

22                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.

23       And with that, I will turn it over to Judge

24   Gerard.

25                     ALJ GERARD:  As Chair Drew said,
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 1   this is the land-use consistency portion of the

 2   hearing.  We are going to start with the applicants

 3   presenting a small brief presentation and then giving

 4   their comments on that.

 5       We will then segue into those speakers who had

 6   signed up to make comments on the land-use -- I'm

 7   sorry -- land-use plans and zoning ordinances.  And

 8   if we do have additional time, we'll then open the

 9   floor to other participants who didn't sign up, if

10   they wish to make comments exclusively on the

11   land-use plans and zoning ordinances.  We'll talk

12   about how much time we'll give each party once we see

13   where we are on that process.

14       So if the applicant would like to begin, please

15   go ahead and do so.

16                     MR. McMAHON:  Thank you.  Can you

17   hear me okay?  Good.

18       Thank you very much, Judge Gerard, Chair Drew,

19   Council members.  Tim McMahon here, for the record,

20   representing the applicant in the land-use

21   consistency hearing.  I'm here to my left with

22   Grace -- with Jordan Grace from Tetra Tech.  He is

23   actually a fact witness.  And should you wish to

24   swear him in, I think he's willing to do that.  I

25   will be presenting argument.  You can decide whether
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 1   or not you need to swear me in for that.  But I will

 2   not be actually providing factual testimony.  Jordan

 3   will be, just so you kind of get the lay of the land

 4   here.

 5       We previously provided a land-use hearing

 6   memorandum to the Council, and I believe

 7   Ms. Hafkemeyer distributed that.  If not, it's okay.

 8   It's available in the record and in your packet.

 9       So with that, I will turn this over to Jordan,

10   who will provide some testimony about consistency,

11   land-use consistency from his work in developing the

12   application materials, and then I'll finish up with

13   about four or five minutes of legal argument or

14   discussion.  I think in total will be 10-ish minutes,

15   10, 11 minutes or so together.  So thank you very

16   much.  I'll pass the mike to Jordan.

17                     MR. GRACE:  Can everyone hear me?

18   Closer?  Yeah?  How's that?  All right.

19       Good evening, Council Chair Drew and Council

20   members.  My name is Jordan Grace, and I'll be giving

21   an approximately five-minute presentation on the

22   project's land-use consistency.

23       I'm an environmental planner at Tetra Tech with

24   nine years of professional experience.  I have a

25   bachelor's degree in environmental science and
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 1   planning, public policy and management from the

 2   University of Oregon, with the majority of my

 3   professional work focused in planning.

 4       Over the last seven years, I've supported

 5   preparation of state and local permit applications

 6   for a variety of new energy and infrastructure

 7   projects, with my main focus being land-use

 8   compliance and consistency.

 9       I'm here today because I prepared the land-use

10   consistency review, which is included as Attachment H

11   to the application for site certificate, which I'll

12   be referring to as the ASC.

13       I'll start by -- excuse me -- walking through a

14   relevant piece of project history.  Prior to the

15   applicant seeking approval through the EFSEC process,

16   they met with Skagit County staff to discuss the

17   County's approach to permitting the project.  One

18   topic of discussion was the project's use category

19   under the Skagit County Code, which determines

20   whether or not it would be an allowed use in the

21   proposed zone.

22       Skagit County Code Section 14.04.020 defines

23   three classifications of utility developments:  Minor

24   utility, major utility, or major regional utility, as

25   listed here on this slide.
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 1       Following a request from the applicant for an

 2   administrative interpretation, Skagit County Planning

 3   and Development Services issued a notice of decision,

 4   concluding that this battery energy storage project

 5   would be considered a major utility development.  The

 6   signed portion of the approval is included on this

 7   slide, and the notification portion is included as

 8   Appendix A in the land-use consistency review

 9   document.  The County's decision was based on the

10   project's lack of regionality, smaller scale, de

11   minimis impacts to built and natural environment, and

12   local nature of energy storage.

13       Since this administrative interpretation request

14   was approved in February 2023, the applicable -- the

15   applicable zoning code has not changed, and the

16   project, itself, has not substantively changed.  It

17   remains a local energy storage facility that meets

18   the definition of a major utility development.  It is

19   not designed to be regional in nature.  It's proposed

20   on a smaller scale, and its impacts to the built and

21   natural environments will be de minimis.

22       In light of the County's administrative

23   interpretation, the standards addressed in the

24   land-use consistency review document are focused on

25   the project's classification as a major utility
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 1   development.

 2       Now I'll walk through the land-use consistency

 3   piece.  The project is located within the

 4   agricultural natural resource land zone.  According

 5   to Skagit County Code 14.16.400, major utility

 6   developments are allowed as a hearing examiner

 7   special use in the zone.  In other words, the County

 8   would allow this project to proceed with conditions

 9   to ensure the project complies with the applicable

10   criteria, such as setbacks.

11       Note that a segment of Skagit PUD water line will

12   need to be upgraded as part of project construction.

13   This water line upgrade is described in the ASC so

14   impacts can be evaluate, but it is not intended to be

15   included in or regulated by the site certification

16   agreement, because it will be reviewed and approved

17   through the PUD's processes and deeded over to Skagit

18   PUD following construction.  This water line segment

19   is located in the rural reserve zone.  Major utility

20   developments are also allowed as a hearing examiner

21   special use zone.

22       In Section 3 of the land-use consistency review,

23   the project's consistency with applicable goals and

24   policies of the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan is

25   demonstrated.  And sorry.  The goals and policies of
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 1   the comprehensive plan are considered blueprints for

 2   the zoning code.  The Skagit County Comprehensive

 3   Plan includes goals and policies for preservation of

 4   agricultural land for agricultural uses.  The main

 5   project parcel where BESS facilities would be

 6   constructed is approximately 14 acres in size.  About

 7   half of this parcel is currently developed with four

 8   existing structures and three overhead transmission

 9   lines.  The remaining seven acres are disconnected

10   from larger agricultural production as Minkler Road

11   borders the south -- the northwestern portion of the

12   parcel and the underlying landowner does not own any

13   of the abutting parcels.  Because the project would

14   impact wetlands and frequently flooded areas, the ASC

15   provides an analysis of impacts and proposes

16   mitigation accordingly.

17       Section 4 of the land-use consistency review

18   provides a detailed assessment of compliance with the

19   applicable provisions of the Skagit County Code.

20   Here are a few examples.

21       Setbacks of 35 feet in the front, 15 feet on the

22   sides, and 35 feet in the rear are required and are

23   met.  A maximum height of 40 feet.  The tallest

24   project component, the lightning mast, is estimated

25   to be about 30 feet in height.
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 1       New structures should be located within the

 2   existing developed area of compatible structures in

 3   the same ownership.  This is met because the subject

 4   property and adjacent properties contain existing

 5   electrical utilities, including three transmission

 6   lines and PSE's Sedro-Woolley substation.

 7       Other code requirements, such as landscaping,

 8   low-impact development, parking, and performance

 9   standards, involving vibration, heat, glare, steam,

10   noise, and electrical disturbance are met.  With

11   EFSEC's concurrence and the County's determination

12   that this project is an allowed use, EFSEC will need

13   to assess whether any conditions are required, such

14   as setbacks or maximal structure height.  These

15   conditions would be included with the site

16   certification agreement to ensure compliance with the

17   applicable provisions of the Skagit County Code.

18   Specific conditions would be assessed by the Council

19   and staff as part of future processes.

20       Thank you very much for your time.  Please let me

21   know if you have any questions.

22                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.

23       Mr. McMahon.

24                     MR. McMAHON:  Tim McMahon, for the

25   record, with Stoel Rives law firm, and I am legal
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 1   counsel to the project.

 2       Fundamentally, as the Council is aware, the

 3   land-use consistency hearing's purpose is to

 4   determine whether a project is consistent and in

 5   compliance with land-use plans and zoning ordinances.

 6   Goldeneye has requested that EFSEC use its expedited

 7   review process for the application for site

 8   certification.  And to be eligible for expedited

 9   review, EFSEC must find the project is consistent and

10   in compliance with the city, county, or regional

11   land-use plans or zoning ordinances.

12       The process then turns to SEPA -- State

13   Environmental Policy Act -- review to evaluate

14   eligibility for expedited permitting.  The relevant

15   inquiry for EFSEC's land-use analysis is whether the

16   pertinent land-use provisions prohibit the proposed

17   project site, quote, expressly or by operation

18   clearly, convincingly, and unequivocally.  So if a

19   project can be permitted either outright or

20   conditionally, it is consistent and in compliance

21   with the local land-use provisions for the purposes

22   of RCW 80.50.090(2).

23       For every EFSEC project, the rules contemplate

24   that EFSEC and the applicant will work with the

25   County to seek a certificate of land-use consistency.
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 1   If a local jurisdiction believes that a proposed

 2   EFSEC project is consistent and in compliance with

 3   its land-use plans and zoning ordinances, it may

 4   provide and the applicant may enter a certificate

 5   from local authorities attesting to the fact that the

 6   proposal is consistent and in compliance with

 7   land-use plans and zoning ordinances.

 8       The certificate of consistency provides prima

 9   facie proof of consistency and compliance with

10   applicable land-use plans and zoning ordinances, and

11   the inquiry ends there.  No separate land-use

12   adjudication is needed under those circumstances.

13   And coupled with a favorable SEPA decision, the

14   project should be able to secure expedited

15   permitting.

16       And for this project, summer vacations,

17   unfortunately, and schedule pressures within the

18   60-day hearing window have challenged our ability to

19   roll up sleeves to discuss the work with the County

20   on a certificate of consistency.  We intend and we

21   pledge to the Council that we will continue working

22   with the Council to achieve a certificate of

23   consistency if that is possible, and we think that we

24   should be able to do so based upon what Jordan's

25   indicated and what I'll continue to talk about here.
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 1       Absent a certificate of consistency, EFSEC issues

 2   its decision regarding consistency after reviewing

 3   the applicable land-use plans and zoning ordinances.

 4   First, the applicant and local authorities are

 5   directed to address compliance or noncompliance with

 6   land-use plans or zoning ordinances, and then EFSEC

 7   determines whether the proposed site is consistent

 8   and in compliance with land-use plans and zoning

 9   ordinances pursuant to RCW 80.50.090, Sub 2.  I know

10   this is very exciting argument and information, so

11   bear with me as I continue through this.

12       EFSEC review does not consider all local land-use

13   plan provisions.  As noted in the Columbia Solar

14   order, a land-use plan includes the portions of a

15   comprehensive plan that outline proposals for an

16   area's development typically by assigning general

17   uses, such as housing, to land-use segments and

18   specifically designed concentrations and design

19   goals.

20       Also as noted in the Columbia Solar order, a

21   zoning ordinance is a local government's ordinance

22   regulating the use of land adopted pursuant to

23   Washington law, and most specifically, the Growth

24   Management Act.  Zoning ordinances include applicable

25   zoning maps, zoning map development restrictions, and
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 1   associated definitions.  As Jordan noted, the

 2   applicable County land-use plan and zoning ordinance

 3   provisions are found within the Skagit County Code

 4   and the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan.

 5       Unique to this project is an administrative

 6   decision issued on February 1st, 2023, and Jordan

 7   referenced this in his discussion.  There, the County

 8   confirmed land-use consistency and compliance with

 9   the plan and zoning code.  At the County's request,

10   Goldfinch Energy Storage, LLC, submitted a request

11   for an administrative official interpretation

12   declaring whether the project is a major utility

13   development versus a regional utility development.

14   The administrative decision concludes that the

15   project is consistent in compliance with the major

16   utility development use as defined in the Skagit

17   County Code.

18       That decision became final on February 16, 2023,

19   after a 14-day appeal period passed.  So this

20   decision now constitutes prima facie evidence from

21   the County that the project is consistent and

22   compliant with code and comprehensive plan, allowing

23   EFSEC to -- excuse me -- end its inquiry into -- into

24   consistency.

25       Sorry.  I'm recovering from COVID, but it's still

0096

 1   stuck in my throat.  So sorry for the scratchy

 2   throat.

 3       Even if the administrative decision is not a

 4   certificate of consistency, the project is still

 5   consistent with the code and the comprehensive plan.

 6   Pursuant to Washington's Growth Management Act, a

 7   comprehensive plan serves as a County's generalized

 8   coordinated land-use policy statement.  Local

 9   development regulation, such as zoning codes, carry

10   out comprehensive plans' policies and must be

11   consistent with those policies.  And by adopting the

12   Skagit County Code zoning ordinances and the

13   administrative decision, the County determined that

14   the project can be consistent with the code and the

15   comprehensive plan.  The administrative decision,

16   therefore, is a final County determination that the

17   project is a major utility development and is

18   consistent with the code.

19       Siting a major development on property zoned ag,

20   dash, natural resource land, or NRL, is consistent

21   with the code and the comprehensive plan because a

22   major utility development is not a prohibited use in

23   these zoning districts.  When adopting the code, the

24   County determined that a major utility development

25   could be permitted as a special-use permit in the
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 1   ag-NRL zone.  That decision should be accorded

 2   significant weight in EFSEC's analysis.

 3       Pursuant to -- pursuant to EFSEC's process, EFSEC

 4   will decide compliance with the special-use criteria

 5   and other development standards.  And for the process

 6   of complying with RCW 80.20.090, Sub 2, it is

 7   sufficient that the project siting/zoning, which is

 8   ag-NRL, does not prohibit a major utility

 9   development.

10       Finally, in issuing the site certificate, we do

11   anticipate that EFSEC will work with the County and

12   the applicant to include conditions in the draft site

13   certification agreement, which considers state,

14   local, and community interests affected by the

15   construction and operation of the facility, and the

16   applicant is fully committed to achieving those

17   objectives with Skagit County.

18       Thank you for your attention.

19                     CHAIR DREW:  I do have a question.

20       Since February 2023, has the project changed in

21   any substantial way?

22                     MR. McMAHON:  I'm going to ask my

23   colleague to the right to answer that.

24                     MR. NELSON:  No.  No substantive

25   changes.
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 1                     CHAIR DREW:  With that, we will

 2   ask:  Is there anyone else signed up to speak?

 3                     MS. BARKER:  (Unintelligible.)

 4                     ALJ GERARD:  Yes.  If we do go

 5   ahead, we're going to move on to the land-use

 6   consistency public comment section.  We will call the

 7   participants who have signed up, as I stated before.

 8   Let's try to keep the comments about two to three

 9   minutes, so I won't be as strident as I was with the

10   earlier portion.  And if we do have time leftover,

11   we'll go ahead and open the floor to other people who

12   wish to make land-use or zoning ordinance comments.

13       Go ahead, please.

14                     MS. BARKER:  Kim Rubenstein.

15                     ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Rubenstein, again,

16   if you go ahead and state and spell your name, as

17   we'd ask other participants.

18                     KIM RUBENSTEIN:  Couldn't hear what

19   you said.  Sorry.

20                     ALJ GERARD:  State and spell your

21   name just so we have it correct.

22                     KIM GOOD RUBENSTEIN:  Kim Good

23   Rubenstein.  That's K-i-m G-o-o-d

24   R-u-b-e-n-s-t-e-i-n.

25       Okay.  On behalf of Skagitonians to Preserve
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 1   Farmland, I am here to express our opposition to the

 2   proposal of the Golden battery storage project.

 3   Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland opposes the use of

 4   agricultural land for purposes that negatively impact

 5   farmland in Skagit County.  Ag-NRL lands were

 6   designated by the County as a means of protecting a

 7   critical mass of productive agricultural land.

 8   Goldeneye project seeks to take advantage of the

 9   economic investment made by Skagit County and its

10   farmland preservation while degrading the county's

11   base of arable land.

12       Skagit County has protected farmland through

13   strict zoning and purchasing development rights.  As

14   a result, the assessed value of ag-NRL land is

15   relatively low.  Nonagricultural uses, particularly

16   those incentivized by outside sources of funding,

17   alter the economics of this -- of this source of

18   funding -- alter the economics of this designation.

19   The project proposal dismisses several local outside

20   of the ag-NRL as being cost-prohibitive.  We

21   disagree.  The project proposal fails to do a full

22   accounting of the value of ag-NRL lands.

23       The proposal erroneously dismisses the

24   agricultural value of the -- of the project parcel.

25   SPF Farmlands disagrees with this assessment.  The
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 1   land in question is suitable for agricultural

 2   activities, and that is why it is in the ag-NRL.  To

 3   discount the acreage currently available for

 4   agricultural activities ignores Skagit County's

 5   five-acre threshold for designating agricultural

 6   lands.  EFSEC steps outside of its authority and its

 7   area of expertise when it uses -- when it makes a

 8   determination about what is valuable as arable land

 9   and what is not.

10       The proposal does not align with the Skagit

11   County's Comprehensive Plan.  Under Section 3.2 of

12   Appendix H, the Goldeneye project not only fails to

13   advance any of the comp plan's goal and policies

14   cited; the proposal's -- the proposal's facility

15   would actively and negatively impact each of the

16   items cited below despite Goldeneye's assurance to

17   the contrary.  It does not -- does not do -- it does

18   nothing to promote preservation of agricultural lands

19   for agricultural use.  It undermines long-term

20   designation of agricultural land.  And it advances

21   farmland -- and it advances farmland's conversion of

22   development on ag lands.

23       The Goldeneye project demonstrates a

24   disappointing lack of understanding of the Skagit

25   agricultural economy.  We would like to see EFSEC
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 1   recognize and -- the value of preserving arable land

 2   and take measures to offset the loss of acreage

 3   impacted by this proposal.  Thank you.

 4                            (Applause.)

 5

 6                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

 7   Ms. Rubenstein.

 8                     MS. BARKER:  Randy Good.

 9                     RANDY GOOD:  R-a-n-d-y G-o-o-d.

10       I was a member of the Hansen Creek Flood Control

11   Zone Advisory Committee and well aware of the

12   flooding events on Hansen Creek.  The zone was

13   designed to protect life and property of landowners

14   from damages resulting from floods and drainage

15   waters in the watershed.

16       Hansen Creek has a history of major rain flooding

17   affecting most properties adjacent to or near Hansen

18   Creek.  In 1990, Minkler Road was washed out because

19   of the volume and force of the water one mile east of

20   the creek.  This creek can become a raging river.

21       Several years ago, a cement bridge on Hansen

22   Creek near the Northern State buildings was removed

23   by someone, which provided flood control.  This

24   helped hold back major flooding downstream.  Without

25   the bridge holding back waters, there's no way to
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 1   prevent the property proposed for this project from

 2   being -- from facing flood damages until possibly

 3   some bridges are installed at both Hansen Creek /

 4   Minkler Road and Hansen Creek / Horn Road crossings.

 5   A large sum of money would be necessary to do that.

 6       Portions of this property proposed here have been

 7   under floodwaters during flooding events.  I have two

 8   photos to put into record showing waters flowing

 9   across Minkler Road into this proposed site.  This

10   proposed property will face full force from future

11   flooding events from now after having that cement

12   bridge removed.

13       The proposed project is on agricultural land.

14   Let's not forget that.  This proposed project would

15   be a noncompliance with all local and State GMA

16   requirements.  You talk about abiding by GMA

17   requirements on your presentation, but yet you're

18   completely disregarding State and GMA requirements

19   now.

20       There's no changes necessary in our County

21   zoning.  Please consider these historical rainwater

22   flooding events of this watershed.  Above all, abide

23   by the Skagit County Code's comp plan policies and

24   GMA requirements.

25       And I'll attach to my comments two pictures
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 1   that -- that I talked about.

 2       Thank you.

 3                            (Applause.)

 4

 5                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Good.

 6       I do believe that was the last of our speakers,

 7   or do we have another one?

 8                     MS. BARKER:  No, we have three

 9   more.

10                     ALJ GERARD:  Always.  Please call

11   the next one.

12                     MS. BARKER:  Keith Wagoner.

13                     KEITH WAGONER:  Keith Wagoner --

14   K-e-i-t-h W-a-g-o-n-e-r -- senator for the 39th

15   Legislative District.

16       I am not an attorney, and I'm certainly not a

17   land-use expert.  Don't have a résumé like Jordan

18   Grace had, which was truly impressive.  I was

19   impressed by that.

20       But I would like to remind people in

21   decision-making positions that just because you can

22   do something doesn't mean you should.  And I think

23   Commissioner Janicki kind of set the tone in her

24   first remarks that just how important maintaining

25   agricultural land for agricultural use is in this
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 1   county.  And I want to give you a yardstick by which

 2   your decision is probably going to be measured.  A

 3   couple of examples actually.

 4       We nearly went -- let our school district in

 5   Burlington-Edison go broke over a land purchase that

 6   they made, wishing to expand our school, that

 7   happened to be on agricultural land.  It almost

 8   brought the school down, but the County did not

 9   budge, because agriculture is that important.

10       We've seen uses -- and sometimes it goes against

11   what I would like, but the County has been firm on

12   this.  Farm-to-restaurant proposals out in

13   agricultural areas, things that I think would be

14   great for the economy.  They're great ideas.  They

15   don't meet the high standard that the County has set

16   for agricultural use, and they have been denied

17   consistently.

18       So when you're making this decision, I think you

19   should consider what -- like I said, I'm not an

20   attorney, but I live in the world of the court of

21   public opinion.  That's a real court as well.  So

22   consider carefully.  You may be able to do it, but I

23   advise that you should not.  Thank you.

24                            (Applause.)

25   ////
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 1                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,

 2   Mr. Wagoner.

 3       Next.

 4                     MS. BARKER:  Bonnie Helms.

 5                     BONNIE HELMS:  Hi again.  Bonnie

 6   Helms.  B-o-n-n-i-e H-e-l-m-s.

 7       In regards to the land use, in their presentation

 8   to Black Diamond City Council, PSE noted that the

 9   greatest increase and demand on the grid was from

10   data centers.  So I'm wondering how -- is this

11   consistent use for ag land, or is it just kind of to

12   justify changing the zoning?

13       There are forever chemicals contained in these

14   batteries, in metals attached to the particulate

15   matter, and the toxic pollutants that have been

16   measured at levels much higher than the action level

17   in a recent study of a lithium BESS fire.  Is this

18   consistent with ag zoning, or is that going to damage

19   future agriculture land?

20       Technology advances, yes, but since that

21   advancement seems to be coming largely from data

22   centers, I'd ask them to find their own local

23   solutions and preserve ag land.  It is an excellent

24   question about why not in Seattle.  Who needs a

25   gigawatt of energy? I was told by IPA.  Rural areas
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 1   should not be compromised to feed urban issues.  To

 2   reference The Seattle Times, to quote, a forecast by

 3   the Northwest Power and Conservation Council

 4   highlights a looming conflict between an increasingly

 5   digital world and utilities' capacity to meet surging

 6   power demand.  The forecast cautioned that data

 7   centers could consume as much as 4,000 average

 8   megawatts of electricity by 2029, enough to power the

 9   entire city of Seattle five times over.

10       So please be transparent about what the land is

11   being used for.  This should require a NEPA -- that's

12   N with -- NEPA.  "N" as in "Nancy."  It's a review at

13   the federal level before going forward, unless there

14   is strict assurance that no energy will be used out

15   of state.  Otherwise, this isn't a utility.  It's

16   just basically a gas station.  Thank you.

17                            (Applause.)

18

19                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Helms.

20                     MS. BARKER:  Kim Torgerson.

21                     KIM TORGERSON:  Kim Torgerson.

22   K-i-m T-o-r-g-e-r-s-o-n.

23       I'm coming up here because I'm really disturbed.

24   We've got a lot of community people here that love

25   their land, but they -- our whole community has not
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 1   been notified.  I have two properties in the county:

 2   One over by Independence and one right here at

 3   Greenstreet, which is really close to this.

 4   Greenstreet did not get notified.  This has been

 5   going on since February 23.

 6                     ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Torgerson, I don't

 7   mean to belay your concerns.  That would have been

 8   for the public information session, not the land-use

 9   consistency.  If you wish to speak on that point,

10   you're certainly welcome to.  Otherwise, those

11   comments should have been reserved for the original

12   portion, or you can make them online.

13                     KIM TORGERSON:  So the land use is

14   not something that we are notified of?

15                     ALJ GERARD:  Then that's the

16   notification portion more than it is the land-use

17   argument either for or against the project.  You can

18   certainly make those comments about the notification,

19   which is an ancillary issue, in the comments section

20   afterwards.

21                     KIM TORGERSON:  Okay.  That's what

22   I was trying to do.  I apologize.

23       I got notified at Independence, not at

24   Greenstreet.  And so there's many people that did not

25   get notified about this project.  And it was done,
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 1   approved in '23.  I recommend you notify the public.

 2   Let the community come and hear what's going on.  And

 3   everybody should be notified.

 4                            (Applause.)

 5

 6                     MS. BARKER:  James Delay.

 7                     JAMES DELAY:  Hi.  Can you hear me?

 8   Hello.  Can you hear me?

 9                     ALJ GERARD:  Yes, we can.  Go

10   ahead, please.

11                     JAMES DELAY:  All right.  Thank

12   you.

13       The presentation by Tenaska and their hired army

14   of people to say good things about them was awesome

15   and very entertaining.

16       First point I want to make is the approval letter

17   that was provided by Skagit County was based off of a

18   whole bunch of missed-out or withheld information.

19   The County made that decision based off of the sales

20   pitch that Tenaska gave them that said, oh, this is a

21   wonderful green energy facility.  It's going to help

22   everything that they've said.  I'm not going to

23   repeat all their sales points.

24       But it withheld all the risk of fire.  They

25   omitted to say that lithium batteries can't be
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 1   extinguished.  And they failed to mention that the

 2   noise levels that these produce is absolutely

 3   unacceptable for any residential, agricultural, or

 4   anywhere else outside of a heavy industrial zoned

 5   area.

 6       With that said, that decision should be

 7   considered voided just because of the lack of

 8   information, and further proof of that -- or lack of

 9   providing facts.  Further proof of that is in just

10   one tidbit that I have -- because I don't have a lot

11   of time -- is on their application to the EFS -- the

12   EFSEC, they withheld the actual sound levels created

13   by this battery energy storage system.  What they did

14   was they asked -- I think it was Dudek or -- was the

15   company, the engineering firm that they paid money to

16   do the sound engineering study.  They said, Hey, we

17   want you to run this test as if our HVAC units, which

18   are one of the many loud parts of a BESS facility --

19   we want you to run it at 40 percent fan speed.

20       As you may have learned or you may not know,

21   lithium batteries spontaneously combust because

22   they -- and enter thermal runaway because they

23   overheat.  So the cooling systems are basically your

24   one stop.  It's your one chance of stopping a fire by

25   keeping the lithium batteries cool.
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 1       So what they did was they said, Hey, engineering

 2   firm, can you please issue this study at 40 percent

 3   of the fan's capacity.  So it gave false numbers that

 4   were somewhere down -- I had it in front of me, but I

 5   think they said that it was, like, 56 decibels.  And

 6   I can send you a whole bunch of other BESS sound

 7   studies where it basically says that -- like, I had

 8   one from Tesla that basically says, Here's our fan --

 9   our HVAC system noise at 40 percent, and here it is

10   at a hundred percent.

11       Because a hundred percent fan operation capacity

12   is what these are going to be running at all but on

13   the coldest winter nights.

14       Just from the noise perspective, Tenaska

15   basically is lying, and they're making the report fit

16   what you guys want it to fit for the land use.

17       Furthermore, the fire risks and dangers, they're

18   all belittled.  Just as you saw Tenaska do tonight,

19   they say, Oh, they're very uncommon.  They're

20   infrequent.  We're using the best technology.  We

21   follow all the latest codes.

22       None of this applies.  They basically lied

23   throughout their -- the majority of their application

24   to make it fit and make it sound like this is a good

25   fitting solution, but the end of it is basically this
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 1   is an industrial facility being sited in agricultural

 2   land that has an extreme risk of basically

 3   contaminating the whole entire environment, causing

 4   evacuations.

 5       And I'm out of time.  So this is -- should be in

 6   heavy industrial zoned area only, and it does not

 7   meet any of these land-use things.  So I hope the

 8   EF -- the EFSEC will really dig in and compare even

 9   their own energy facility sound studies, compare them

10   to what Tenaska has presented, operating as Goldfinch

11   Energy, and really see if -- if there are -- there's

12   a hidden -- hidden information that should have been

13   presented.  So, yeah, this is definitely not fitting,

14   no matter what they say.  It's just not the right

15   location.  I mean, just think of the catastrophic --

16                     ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Delay.

17   You're about a minute over your allotted time.

18                     JAMES DELAY:  Okay.

19                     ALJ GERARD:  So thank you, sir.

20                     JAMES DELAY:  All right.  Thank

21   you.

22                            (Applause.)

23

24                     MS. BARKER:  I have no other

25   speakers signed up.
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 1                     CHAIR DREW:  Thank you, all.  It is

 2   now past 8:00, and we'll be closing this hearing.

 3                     SUZANNE ROHNER:  He said, if there

 4   was time, that we could go over a little bit.  I have

 5   a comment I would like to make, please.

 6                     CHAIR DREW:  Go ahead.

 7                     SUZANNE ROHNER:  Suzanne Rohner.

 8   S-u-z-a-n-n-e R-o-h-n-e-r.

 9       This is Skagit County Code 14.16.400,

10   Agricultural--Natural Resource Lands.  "Purpose:  The

11   purpose of Agricultural--Natural Resource Lands

12   district is to provide land for continued farming

13   activities, conserve agricultural land, and reaffirm

14   agricultural use, activities and operations as the

15   primary use of the district.  Non-agricultural uses

16   are only allowed as accessory uses to the primary use

17   of the land for agriculture use.  The district is

18   composed mainly" -- I'm sorry; I'm out of breath.

19   "The district is composed mainly of low flat land

20   with highly productive soil and is the very essence

21   of the county's farming heritage and character."

22       I heard several times, as justification for

23   putting this facility on agricultural land, is

24   because the code didn't state you couldn't do it;

25   that meant that you could.  And I take exception to
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 1   that.  And I really think that was something that --

 2   that just 'cause it's not on the list doesn't give

 3   you permission to do it.  Thank you.

 4                            (Applause.)

 5

 6                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  I have a final

 7   comment, and I respect the time.  Celeste Frisbee.

 8                     CHAIR DREW:  On land use, please.

 9                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  Yes.

10       So my feeling is:  Right place, right project.

11   And I believe firmly that this is not the right place

12   nor the right project.  I would echo what Keith

13   Wagoner said earlier.  We are a working-class

14   community and have always been.  We really value

15   needing good-paying jobs here.

16       I attended, about ten years ago, an all-day

17   conference at North Carolina State University on

18   solar.  And of all the presentations I witnessed, the

19   one that stuck with me to this day was by a

20   representative of the U.S. Department of Defense who

21   announced that the U.S. Department of Defense would

22   be doing trial projects on military bases, installing

23   solar installations on residential houses.  And this

24   was considered an act of protecting the U.S. from

25   major attack.
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 1       The reasoning that was given was that currently

 2   our energy production in the U.S. is centralized.

 3   And, for example, a map he gave was of the Coast, the

 4   Pacific Coast of the country in California where six

 5   to seven nuclear energy facilities were located

 6   within a hundred to 200 acre -- or miles of the major

 7   food production regions for our country.  What he was

 8   describing was an effort to decentralize our energy

 9   production and to move it into residences and

10   buildings and place-based energy production.

11                     ALJ GERARD:  Can you break it down

12   (unintelligible) the land-use consistency ordinance

13   (unintelligible)?

14                     CELESTE FRISBEE:  Yes.  Because I

15   believe that this project is trying to centralize a

16   lot of energy capacity in addition to the substation

17   that we already have here, and that becomes a target.

18       So everyone today has talked about the

19   inappropriate land use for ag-NRL because of the

20   potential for pollutions if there's a catastrophic

21   natural event that occurs or a meltdown, but that

22   ignores the other possibility of it being a location,

23   a single location that could be targeted, and it will

24   be unmanned.  Thank you.

25                            (Applause.)
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 1                     CHAIR DREW:  With that, our meeting

 2   is adjourned.  Thank you, all, for participating.

 3                            (Adjournment at 8:09 p.m.)

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

 9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

0116

 1   STATE OF WASHINGTON )     I, John M.S. Botelho, CCR, RPR,
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 2   County of Pierce    )     in the State of Washington, do
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 3

 4
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     hearing, transcribed to the best of my ability;

 8
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		136						LN		6		9		false		           9                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.				false

		137						LN		6		10		false		          10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Jenna Slocum.				false

		138						LN		6		11		false		          11          Zack Packer.				false

		139						LN		6		12		false		          12          Administrative law judge:  Dan Gerard.				false

		140						LN		6		13		false		          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Present.				false

		141						LN		6		14		false		          14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And for the counsel				false

		142						LN		6		15		false		          15      for the environment, Yuriy Korol.				false

		143						LN		6		16		false		          16                        MR. KOROL:  Present.				false

		144						LN		6		17		false		          17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And for Council				false

		145						LN		6		18		false		          18      staff, I will call those anticipated to speak tonight				false

		146						LN		6		19		false		          19      as well as admin staff who are here.				false

		147						LN		6		20		false		          20          Ami Hafkemeyer.				false

		148						LN		6		21		false		          21                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.				false

		149						LN		6		22		false		          22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joan Owens is				false

		150						LN		6		23		false		          23      present as admin.				false

		151						LN		6		24		false		          24          Karl Holappa.				false

		152						LN		6		25		false		          25                        MR. HOLAPPA:  Present.				false
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		154						LN		7		1		false		           1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Zia Ahmed.				false

		155						LN		7		2		false		           2                        MR. AHMED:  Present.				false

		156						LN		7		3		false		           3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Adrienne Barker.				false

		157						LN		7		4		false		           4                        MS. BARKER:  Present.				false

		158						LN		7		5		false		           5                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Trevin Taylor.				false

		159						LN		7		6		false		           6                        MR. TAYLOR:  Present.				false

		160						LN		7		7		false		           7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair, there is a				false

		161						LN		7		8		false		           8      quorum.  Thank you.				false

		162						LN		7		9		false		           9                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		163						LN		7		10		false		          10          And with that, we will start with the				false

		164						LN		7		11		false		          11      presentation and introduction of the Goldfinch energy				false

		165						LN		7		12		false		          12      storage -- and the microphone.				false

		166						LN		7		13		false		          13          Once again, so we will start with Goldfinch				false

		167						LN		7		14		false		          14      energy storage project presentation, and the team				false

		168						LN		7		15		false		          15      will introduce themselves.  Thank you.				false

		169						LN		7		16		false		          16                        MR. MARTIN:  Hello.  Can everyone				false

		170						LN		7		17		false		          17      hear me okay in the back?  Okay.  Excellent.  Thanks				false

		171						LN		7		18		false		          18      for the thumbs-up.				false

		172						LN		7		19		false		          19          Good evening, Chair Drew, Council members, folks				false

		173						LN		7		20		false		          20      on the line, members of the community here in the				false

		174						LN		7		21		false		          21      room.  Thank you for the opportunity to be here				false

		175						LN		7		22		false		          22      tonight to introduce the project, the Goldeneye				false

		176						LN		7		23		false		          23      project to you, and to listen to your questions and				false

		177						LN		7		24		false		          24      comments.				false

		178						LN		7		25		false		          25          My name is Alex Martin.  I'm a senior manager of				false
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		180						LN		8		1		false		           1      development with Tenaska, and I'm the project				false

		181						LN		8		2		false		           2      director for the Goldeneye project.  Tenaska is an				false

		182						LN		8		3		false		           3      Omaha, Nebraska, based company with over 35 years of				false

		183						LN		8		4		false		           4      experience in the energy space, with a long history				false

		184						LN		8		5		false		           5      of developing, constructing, safely operating				false

		185						LN		8		6		false		           6      facilities, and safely operating facilities across				false

		186						LN		8		7		false		           7      the country.				false

		187						LN		8		8		false		           8          With me are several of my colleagues from our				false

		188						LN		8		9		false		           9      engineering group, development, community engagement,				false

		189						LN		8		10		false		          10      as well as environmental consultants and safety				false

		190						LN		8		11		false		          11      experts as well.  We won't take too much time to				false

		191						LN		8		12		false		          12      introduce each of them for the sake of brevity, but				false

		192						LN		8		13		false		          13      if questions are asked and they speak to them, then				false

		193						LN		8		14		false		          14      they can introduce themselves.				false

		194						LN		8		15		false		          15          Before I turn it over to Tommy Nelson, our lead				false

		195						LN		8		16		false		          16      project manager, to introduce the Goldeneye project				false

		196						LN		8		17		false		          17      and the need for it and its benefits, I'd like to				false

		197						LN		8		18		false		          18      just take a second to say we recognize our role here				false

		198						LN		8		19		false		          19      tonight is not only to introduce the project but to				false

		199						LN		8		20		false		          20      listen to your input and to take action from that				false

		200						LN		8		21		false		          21      input and incorporate it in the creative manner to				false

		201						LN		8		22		false		          22      develop the best project possible.				false

		202						LN		8		23		false		          23          In my experience and my belief, when we take that				false

		203						LN		8		24		false		          24      input into account, we come back with better projects				false

		204						LN		8		25		false		          25      and more sustainable projects.  So thanks very much,				false
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		206						LN		9		1		false		           1      again, for the opportunity to be here tonight.  I'll				false

		207						LN		9		2		false		           2      turn it over to Tommy.				false

		208						LN		9		3		false		           3                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you.				false

		209						LN		9		4		false		           4          Can everybody hear me in the back?  All right.				false

		210						LN		9		5		false		           5          So we're going to start with a brief overview of				false

		211						LN		9		6		false		           6      the technology that we're discussing here.				false

		212						LN		9		7		false		           7          What is a battery energy storage system?  And I				false

		213						LN		9		8		false		           8      do want to take a quick moment at the top of this to				false

		214						LN		9		9		false		           9      say that all the pictures here and in the				false

		215						LN		9		10		false		          10      presentation -- and these are pictures from the				false

		216						LN		9		11		false		          11      presentation -- while they might have labels on them,				false

		217						LN		9		12		false		          12      they don't necessarily represent the exact				false

		218						LN		9		13		false		          13      manufacturer that we're going to go forward with.				false

		219						LN		9		14		false		          14      That decision hasn't been made yet.  So just a caveat				false

		220						LN		9		15		false		          15      at the top here.				false

		221						LN		9		16		false		          16          But basically what a BESS facility is, they're				false

		222						LN		9		17		false		          17      designed to charge from the grid or store power and				false

		223						LN		9		18		false		          18      then discharge back to the grid when there's a				false

		224						LN		9		19		false		          19      shortfall of power.  Important to note that these				false

		225						LN		9		20		false		          20      facilities don't generate power.  They're just power				false

		226						LN		9		21		false		          21      that's generated elsewhere.  And once these projects				false

		227						LN		9		22		false		          22      are built, the facility won't require any water or				false

		228						LN		9		23		false		          23      sanitary facilities.  They will be unmanned.				false

		229						LN		9		24		false		          24          A few of the kind of what we like to call quick				false

		230						LN		9		25		false		          25      facts about BESS at this project size, which is, you				false
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		232						LN		10		1		false		           1      know, 200 megawatts:  It's going to require				false

		233						LN		10		2		false		           2      approximately 20 acres of full project footprint.				false

		234						LN		10		3		false		           3      These do represent a low-impact form of development.				false

		235						LN		10		4		false		           4      They are low noise.  They comply with the noise				false

		236						LN		10		5		false		           5      ordinance.  Like I said, they're unstaffed once				false

		237						LN		10		6		false		           6      they're operational, so there's no traffic -- ongoing				false

		238						LN		10		7		false		           7      traffic impact.  There's no light or air pollution				false

		239						LN		10		8		false		           8      once it's operating.  Very low visual impact.				false

		240						LN		10		9		false		           9          The kind of maximum height of the units,				false

		241						LN		10		10		false		          10      themselves, is around ten feet, so a single story.				false

		242						LN		10		11		false		          11      They can easily be obscured with visual buffering --				false

		243						LN		10		12		false		          12      fences and walls and vegetative buffering -- and we				false

		244						LN		10		13		false		          13      try to, you know -- we've already begun the process				false

		245						LN		10		14		false		          14      of working with the County on, you know, what those				false

		246						LN		10		15		false		          15      might look like.  And then, again, no ongoing				false

		247						LN		10		16		false		          16      infrastructure needs once these are operating.				false

		248						LN		10		17		false		          17          As far as project siting and how we decide where				false

		249						LN		10		18		false		          18      one of these is going to go, well, it does begin kind				false

		250						LN		10		19		false		          19      of at its point of interconnection at the substation.				false

		251						LN		10		20		false		          20      Stand-alone BESS facilities have to be as close to				false

		252						LN		10		21		false		          21      the substation as possible, to -- along the				false

		253						LN		10		22		false		          22      transmission system to give the project the maximum				false

		254						LN		10		23		false		          23      efficiency for the grid.  Ideally, they're already				false

		255						LN		10		24		false		          24      suited -- I mean, ideally they're already going to be				false

		256						LN		10		25		false		          25      sited next to, you know, either a substation or a				false
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		258						LN		11		1		false		           1      very constrained previously area with a lot of				false

		259						LN		11		2		false		           2      existing infrastructure, where our facility can				false

		260						LN		11		3		false		           3      integrate along with that infrastructure.				false

		261						LN		11		4		false		           4          And with kind of all, you know, those kind of				false

		262						LN		11		5		false		           5      backstop parameters in mind, we, you know, look for				false

		263						LN		11		6		false		           6      the best available site that minimizes the overall				false

		264						LN		11		7		false		           7      impacts that the project is going to have while it				false

		265						LN		11		8		false		           8      maximizes the benefits to the region.				false

		266						LN		11		9		false		           9          These projects like the project that we're				false

		267						LN		11		10		false		          10      talking about tonight, Goldeneye, use				false

		268						LN		11		11		false		          11      state-of-the-art battery technology.  They are -- we				false

		269						LN		11		12		false		          12      only work with Tier 1 manufacturers that we can trust				false

		270						LN		11		13		false		          13      are going to deliver a safe product.  Manufacturers				false

		271						LN		11		14		false		          14      that have demonstrated that their equipment meets or				false

		272						LN		11		15		false		          15      exceeds all of the safety standards that the industry				false

		273						LN		11		16		false		          16      has either put in place recently or have existed.				false

		274						LN		11		17		false		          17      And we do work closely with those BESS safety experts				false

		275						LN		11		18		false		          18      for every aspect of the design.				false

		276						LN		11		19		false		          19          And here tonight we've got some of our				false

		277						LN		11		20		false		          20      consultants from our safety -- fire protection safety				false

		278						LN		11		21		false		          21      engineers and safety consultants that we use in				false

		279						LN		11		22		false		          22      developing our plans for the project, and they're				false

		280						LN		11		23		false		          23      here to answer any questions as well.				false

		281						LN		11		24		false		          24          Once the project is, you know, later in its				false

		282						LN		11		25		false		          25      design phase, all the safety and technical aspects				false
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		284						LN		12		1		false		           1      will be certified by an independent engineering firm,				false

		285						LN		12		2		false		           2      which, you know, is what is required for these things				false

		286						LN		12		3		false		           3      to get financed and insured.				false

		287						LN		12		4		false		           4          There are about north of 20,000 BESS facilities				false

		288						LN		12		5		false		           5      operating across the United States right now, and				false

		289						LN		12		6		false		           6      several of those are in the state of Washington now				false

		290						LN		12		7		false		           7      operating.  And I would say that the industry has				false

		291						LN		12		8		false		           8      definitely learned from some rare yet very well-				false

		292						LN		12		9		false		           9      publicized malfunctions at some of the first-				false

		293						LN		12		10		false		          10      generation BESS facilities.				false

		294						LN		12		11		false		          11          But because of that, since then, there's been				false

		295						LN		12		12		false		          12      advancements in siting, advancements in technology,				false

		296						LN		12		13		false		          13      operating, and especially the commissioning of these				false

		297						LN		12		14		false		          14      projects.  And with all of that collective knowledge				false

		298						LN		12		15		false		          15      and lessons learned, that's what kind of combines to				false

		299						LN		12		16		false		          16      make these a safe energy solution.  And on an ongoing				false

		300						LN		12		17		false		          17      basis, our team is committed to working with the				false

		301						LN		12		18		false		          18      local Skagit County emergency management folks,				false

		302						LN		12		19		false		          19      working with the first responders, the ones that are				false

		303						LN		12		20		false		          20      tasked with responding to these facilities, and make				false

		304						LN		12		21		false		          21      sure that the appropriate training and resources and				false

		305						LN		12		22		false		          22      implementation is in place for them.				false

		306						LN		12		23		false		          23          One of the things that we do when we first				false

		307						LN		12		24		false		          24      commission one of these projects is we have a				false

		308						LN		12		25		false		          25      manufacturer-led first responder safety training.				false
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		310						LN		13		1		false		           1      Excuse me.  And then on a biannual basis, we bring				false

		311						LN		13		2		false		           2      back the first responders to keep getting trained and				false

		312						LN		13		3		false		           3      retrained.  And, again, this is led by the				false

		313						LN		13		4		false		           4      manufacturers participating with -- with our safety				false

		314						LN		13		5		false		           5      consultants.  And the idea is that, on an ongoing				false

		315						LN		13		6		false		           6      basis, they're catching, you know, lessons learned.				false

		316						LN		13		7		false		           7      They're catching updates to fire safety code.  And				false

		317						LN		13		8		false		           8      they're also catching, you know, turnover in the				false

		318						LN		13		9		false		           9      first responders as people come and go.				false

		319						LN		13		10		false		          10          And while these can absolutely be operated and				false

		320						LN		13		11		false		          11      installed safely, we do know that there are				false

		321						LN		13		12		false		          12      questions, and the kind of community education aspect				false

		322						LN		13		13		false		          13      is an important piece of our outreach for this				false

		323						LN		13		14		false		          14      project.  And, you know, we've definitely seen and				false

		324						LN		13		15		false		          15      heard questions and concerns about utility-scale BESS				false

		325						LN		13		16		false		          16      systems.  We do want to make sure that folks				false

		326						LN		13		17		false		          17      understand that those concerns don't necessarily need				false

		327						LN		13		18		false		          18      to be, you know, applied to the projects where				false

		328						LN		13		19		false		          19      technologies are getting conflated or different				false

		329						LN		13		20		false		          20      applications and make sure that, you know, they're				false

		330						LN		13		21		false		          21      considered an apples-to-apples comparison.				false

		331						LN		13		22		false		          22          And we are absolutely committed to working with				false

		332						LN		13		23		false		          23      our partners in the industry to provide as much				false

		333						LN		13		24		false		          24      information as possible to our stakeholders, to				false

		334						LN		13		25		false		          25      answer questions, and to clarify any				false
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		336						LN		14		1		false		           1      misunderstandings or help provide background and				false

		337						LN		14		2		false		           2      information throughout the process.  To that end,				false

		338						LN		14		3		false		           3      we've made, you know, the website live.  We've had				false

		339						LN		14		4		false		           4      multiple venues here for education and feedback.				false

		340						LN		14		5		false		           5      We've got a contact form on the website.  Questions				false

		341						LN		14		6		false		           6      can be submitted directly to that e-mail address.  We				false

		342						LN		14		7		false		           7      have a project-specific ringtone that you can				false
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		344						LN		14		9		false		           9          We do have a BESS explainer or introductory video				false

		345						LN		14		10		false		          10      that can be made available on the project website --				false

		346						LN		14		11		false		          11      or sorry -- is available on the project website.				false

		347						LN		14		12		false		          12      And, you know, like I said, we got our -- our safety				false

		348						LN		14		13		false		          13      experts here at the open house available to answer				false

		349						LN		14		14		false		          14      questions as well.				false

		350						LN		14		15		false		          15          Wanted to talk a little bit about the project				false

		351						LN		14		16		false		          16      need, but I don't need to belabor this.  I'm sure				false

		352						LN		14		17		false		          17      Council heard it there, that the meat of these				false

		353						LN		14		18		false		          18      projects is driven by the legislative level.  The				false

		354						LN		14		19		false		          19      utilities then respond to those legislative mandates				false

		355						LN		14		20		false		          20      with solicitation requests, and these projects or				false

		356						LN		14		21		false		          21      projects such as these are responses to				false

		357						LN		14		22		false		          22      solicitations.				false

		358						LN		14		23		false		          23          The thing that we like to kind of focus on is				false

		359						LN		14		24		false		          24      that there is absolutely at the utility level in this				false

		360						LN		14		25		false		          25      region a need for capacity, which is firm				false
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		362						LN		15		1		false		           1      dispatchable power.  Those are the things that need				false

		363						LN		15		2		false		           2      to get -- or the generation that needs to get				false

		364						LN		15		3		false		           3      replaced from retired base load generators or, you				false

		365						LN		15		4		false		           4      know, contracts that are expiring and not being				false

		366						LN		15		5		false		           5      renewed for a variety of reasons.  And these projects				false

		367						LN		15		6		false		           6      provide that firm dispatchable capacity that the				false

		368						LN		15		7		false		           7      utilities need to keep the lights on.				false

		369						LN		15		8		false		           8          There are definitely challenges that this region				false

		370						LN		15		9		false		           9      specifically faces.  The, again, legislative kind of				false

		371						LN		15		10		false		          10      mandates that -- that filter down.  And then we have				false

		372						LN		15		11		false		          11      a electrification of vehicle fleets happening,				false

		373						LN		15		12		false		          12      extreme weather events that keep happening, and then				false

		374						LN		15		13		false		          13      coupled with that, you've got ongoing growth, ongoing				false

		375						LN		15		14		false		          14      demand increase.  We've got energy-intensive uses,				false

		376						LN		15		15		false		          15      such as data centers that a region's trying to				false

		377						LN		15		16		false		          16      (unintelligible) in, and the region, itself, is				false

		378						LN		15		17		false		          17      already at risk for blackouts and brownouts.  So with				false

		379						LN		15		18		false		          18      this firm dispatchable power, that's what is going to				false

		380						LN		15		19		false		          19      be the backstop for regions such as this.				false

		381						LN		15		20		false		          20          I do like to point out too that throughout the				false

		382						LN		15		21		false		          21      process, it's projects such as these that -- you				false

		383						LN		15		22		false		          22      know, infrastructure projects such as these that pay				false

		384						LN		15		23		false		          23      for the interconnection or the transmission system				false

		385						LN		15		24		false		          24      upgrades that are desperately required.  Those do get				false

		386						LN		15		25		false		          25      included in utility long-term plannings.  But when				false

		387						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		388						LN		16		1		false		           1      the project comes along and supports that				false

		389						LN		16		2		false		           2      transmission upgrade, that's where it ends up going.				false

		390						LN		16		3		false		           3          So our proposed project, Goldeneye project,				false

		391						LN		16		4		false		           4      itself, it's located on -- I think most people here				false

		392						LN		16		5		false		           5      know where it is, but it's on Minkler Road, just				false

		393						LN		16		6		false		           6      northeast of the Sedro-Woolley substation.  Kind of				false

		394						LN		16		7		false		           7      catty-corner to it.  It's on about -- it's a 14-acre				false

		395						LN		16		8		false		           8      parcel.  About eight acres of it will be encumbered				false

		396						LN		16		9		false		           9      with batteries, about, you know, less than, you know,				false

		397						LN		16		10		false		          10      four-tenths of a mile east of the Sedro-Woolley				false

		398						LN		16		11		false		          11      substation.				false

		399						LN		16		12		false		          12          And we've got the project parcel under option.				false

		400						LN		16		13		false		          13      And we -- you know, for several years now, we've been				false

		401						LN		16		14		false		          14      collaborating with local stakeholders on our site				false

		402						LN		16		15		false		          15      plans, on our environmental mitigation measures, on				false

		403						LN		16		16		false		          16      buffer enhancements, on controlling nonnative				false

		404						LN		16		17		false		          17      vegetation, and several other things.				false

		405						LN		16		18		false		          18                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Could you				false

		406						LN		16		19		false		          19      speak up?  (Unintelligible.)				false

		407						LN		16		20		false		          20                        MR. NELSON:  Sure.  That better?				false

		408						LN		16		21		false		          21          All right.  So the -- more project details here.				false

		409						LN		16		22		false		          22      Again, I mentioned this project is just northeast of				false

		410						LN		16		23		false		          23      the Sedro-Woolley substation.  It is connecting at				false

		411						LN		16		24		false		          24      230 kilovolts.  This is on the transmission system.				false

		412						LN		16		25		false		          25      This project does have a signed interconnection				false
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		414						LN		17		1		false		           1      agreement, and the point of interconnection is the				false

		415						LN		17		2		false		           2      Sedro-Woolley substation.				false

		416						LN		17		3		false		           3          We are looking to start operations somewhere				false

		417						LN		17		4		false		           4      between 2026 and -- as early as 2026 or 2027.  And				false

		418						LN		17		5		false		           5      it'll -- once it starts construction, it'll be from				false

		419						LN		17		6		false		           6      kind of start to finish about a 12-month build				false

		420						LN		17		7		false		           7      period.  That won't look the same all 12 months, but				false

		421						LN		17		8		false		           8      it'll start and end at about that.				false

		422						LN		17		9		false		           9          And one thing I also like to kind of point out on				false

		423						LN		17		10		false		          10      this, I know there's a -- we have this also blown up				false

		424						LN		17		11		false		          11      over there, but if folks want to notice where the				false

		425						LN		17		12		false		          12      project is kind of northeast of also Hansen Creek.				false

		426						LN		17		13		false		          13      And we've stayed outside the shoreline buffer.				false

		427						LN		17		14		false		          14      That's what the big empty space at the bottom				false

		428						LN		17		15		false		          15      represents.				false

		429						LN		17		16		false		          16          And also we have some larger versions of these as				false

		430						LN		17		17		false		          17      well to look at.  But these are some renderings that				false

		431						LN		17		18		false		          18      we did for our submittal that show existing and				false

		432						LN		17		19		false		          19      proposed conditions along Minkler Road as you're				false

		433						LN		17		20		false		          20      heading -- you know, in this view, heading northeast				false

		434						LN		17		21		false		          21      on Minkler Road.  So the top is how it looks today,				false

		435						LN		17		22		false		          22      and the bottom is how it would look during operations				false

		436						LN		17		23		false		          23      once the plantings have reached maturity.  And we've				false

		437						LN		17		24		false		          24      also got another view here coming the opposite way on				false

		438						LN		17		25		false		          25      Minkler Road.  So now you're heading southwest and				false
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		440						LN		18		1		false		           1      passing what would be, you know, the more inundated				false

		441						LN		18		2		false		           2      side of the project on the -- on the eastern side.				false

		442						LN		18		3		false		           3          This is just an extra view there as well.				false

		443						LN		18		4		false		           4          And, finally, on the views, this is the				false

		444						LN		18		5		false		           5      Sedro-Woolley substation here.  An aerial view just				false

		445						LN		18		6		false		           6      to the south of the project.  Very similar footprint				false

		446						LN		18		7		false		           7      to what our project would look like.  And one of the				false

		447						LN		18		8		false		           8      things I like to always tell people when they try to				false

		448						LN		18		9		false		           9      conceptualize what these look like is a self-storage				false

		449						LN		18		10		false		          10      facility, where, you know, you drive in, and they've				false

		450						LN		18		11		false		          11      got a couple of aisles you go down, and maybe the,				false

		451						LN		18		12		false		          12      you know, roll-up garage doors.  But in terms of				false

		452						LN		18		13		false		          13      visual, you know, line and, you know, vertical				false

		453						LN		18		14		false		          14      relief, they're extremely similar looking at it				false

		454						LN		18		15		false		          15      aerially or standing there.				false

		455						LN		18		16		false		          16          And we'll also talk a little bit about the				false

		456						LN		18		17		false		          17      benefits of the Goldeneye project.  It represents				false

		457						LN		18		18		false		          18      a -- and this is, you know, as we kind of review				false

		458						LN		18		19		false		          19      this, we -- we also want to make sure that we, you				false

		459						LN		18		20		false		          20      know, again note that this is an ongoing discussion				false

		460						LN		18		21		false		          21      with the community, and we -- we have been meeting				false

		461						LN		18		22		false		          22      with stakeholders and discussing community benefits,				false

		462						LN		18		23		false		          23      packages for the project.  And we want to, you know,				false

		463						LN		18		24		false		          24      keep that conversation ongoing.				false

		464						LN		18		25		false		          25          But this represents an approximately $250 million				false

		465						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		466						LN		19		1		false		           1      investment.  At its peak, it will be approximately a				false

		467						LN		19		2		false		           2      hundred union jobs from local union labor.  We have a				false

		468						LN		19		3		false		           3      signed MOU.  And this project will provide energy				false

		469						LN		19		4		false		           4      security, that crucial capacity for growing				false

		470						LN		19		5		false		           5      businesses and residential development, and help				false

		471						LN		19		6		false		           6      strengthen the electrical infrastructure.  These				false

		472						LN		19		7		false		           7      projects, projects like this, are what allow for the				false

		473						LN		19		8		false		           8      maximization of integration of renewable resources.				false

		474						LN		19		9		false		           9      And, you know, in Skagit County, what this represents				false

		475						LN		19		10		false		          10      is, you know, about a hundred thousand homes for				false

		476						LN		19		11		false		          11      eight hours or so of power.				false

		477						LN		19		12		false		          12          And, finally, just, you know, again reviewing the				false

		478						LN		19		13		false		          13      low-impact nature of this development.  I do want to				false

		479						LN		19		14		false		          14      kind of point out two specific bullets on here:				false

		480						LN		19		15		false		          15          That this project will still undergo -- as, you				false

		481						LN		19		16		false		          16      know, Trevin and I were talking about before the				false

		482						LN		19		17		false		          17      hearing, this will still undergo a full SEPA				false

		483						LN		19		18		false		          18      analysis, including a biological Class 3 cultural				false

		484						LN		19		19		false		          19      wetlands evaluation, Phase 1 environmental site				false

		485						LN		19		20		false		          20      assessment, and we don't anticipate the project will				false

		486						LN		19		21		false		          21      result in any impacts that cannot be mitigated.				false

		487						LN		19		22		false		          22          As part of the stakeholder engagement and				false

		488						LN		19		23		false		          23      community outreach that I mentioned, we've been				false

		489						LN		19		24		false		          24      engaging with stakeholders across the region,				false

		490						LN		19		25		false		          25      incorporating community feedback, and really trying				false

		491						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		492						LN		20		1		false		           1      to incorporate that into what our plan is for what				false

		493						LN		20		2		false		           2      this project will provide for the community.				false

		494						LN		20		3		false		           3          We met with over 60 stakeholders in the				false

		495						LN		20		4		false		           4      community, including from tribes, including elected				false

		496						LN		20		5		false		           5      officials, community organizations, and that was all				false

		497						LN		20		6		false		           6      introducing the project, providing briefings, and				false

		498						LN		20		7		false		           7      getting any input or feedback prior to our				false

		499						LN		20		8		false		           8      application submittal back in June.				false

		500						LN		20		9		false		           9          And I do want to highlight again that we have a				false

		501						LN		20		10		false		          10      signed MOU with labor.  Do want to highlight that				false

		502						LN		20		11		false		          11      we've been engaging with the Skagit River System				false

		503						LN		20		12		false		          12      Cooperative to collaborate -- excuse me -- on				false

		504						LN		20		13		false		          13      environmental protection with Hansen Creek, and,				false

		505						LN		20		14		false		          14      again, we have the website and contact form live.				false

		506						LN		20		15		false		          15          And I will stop there for any questions.				false

		507						LN		20		16		false		          16                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.				false

		508						LN		20		17		false		          17          I will ask for questions from Council members.				false

		509						LN		20		18		false		          18      Is there a way I can get the meeting screen up here,				false

		510						LN		20		19		false		          19      or will somebody have to let me know if there are				false

		511						LN		20		20		false		          20      Council members with questions?				false

		512						LN		20		21		false		          21                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair Drew, this is				false

		513						LN		20		22		false		          22      Andrea Grantham.  I have Teams open, so I can let you				false

		514						LN		20		23		false		          23      know if someone raises their --				false

		515						LN		20		24		false		          24                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.				false

		516						LN		20		25		false		          25                        MS. GRANTHAM:  -- hand on the				false
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		518						LN		21		1		false		           1      Teams.				false

		519						LN		21		2		false		           2                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  I do have				false

		520						LN		21		3		false		           3      a couple of questions.				false

		521						LN		21		4		false		           4          First of all, how many utility scale BESS				false

		522						LN		21		5		false		           5      facilities have you developed?				false

		523						LN		21		6		false		           6                        MR. NELSON:  Number of facilities?				false

		524						LN		21		7		false		           7                        CHAIR DREW:  Or some scale.  Just				false

		525						LN		21		8		false		           8      give us some -- some -- you don't have to -- some				false

		526						LN		21		9		false		           9      scale of how much you have worked in this arena.				false

		527						LN		21		10		false		          10                        MR. NELSON:  40 or 50 active in				false

		528						LN		21		11		false		          11      development and...				false

		529						LN		21		12		false		          12                        MR. MARTIN:  Several in development				false

		530						LN		21		13		false		          13      and several in construction.				false

		531						LN		21		14		false		          14                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.				false

		532						LN		21		15		false		          15                        MR. NELSON:  Yeah, I think we have				false

		533						LN		21		16		false		          16      a handful that are just at the operational stage.				false

		534						LN		21		17		false		          17                        CHAIR DREW:  And you have a signed				false

		535						LN		21		18		false		          18      interconnection agreement.  Can you tell us who that				false

		536						LN		21		19		false		          19      is with?				false

		537						LN		21		20		false		          20                        MR. MARTIN:  We -- we do.  That's				false

		538						LN		21		21		false		          21      with PSE.				false

		539						LN		21		22		false		          22                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		540						LN		21		23		false		          23                        MR. MARTIN:  Sorry.  Thank you.				false

		541						LN		21		24		false		          24          Yes, to answer your question, we do have a large				false

		542						LN		21		25		false		          25      generator interconnection agreement signed with PSE.				false
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		544						LN		22		1		false		           1                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Puget Sound				false

		545						LN		22		2		false		           2      Energy.				false

		546						LN		22		3		false		           3          Is there a specific advantage that will -- this				false

		547						LN		22		4		false		           4      community gains by having such a facility in their				false

		548						LN		22		5		false		           5      area, or does it go to -- directly to the grid on				false

		549						LN		22		6		false		           6      larger transmission flow?				false

		550						LN		22		7		false		           7                        MR. NELSON:  So the -- the answer				false

		551						LN		22		8		false		           8      to your question is both.  It helps to think of power				false

		552						LN		22		9		false		           9      in -- in the same way with water.  Because this is --				false

		553						LN		22		10		false		          10      this project is located so close to its injection				false

		554						LN		22		11		false		          11      point, once it goes onto the grid, it will go to				false

		555						LN		22		12		false		          12      the -- the shortest path of least resistance to where				false

		556						LN		22		13		false		          13      it's needed.  In times --				false

		557						LN		22		14		false		          14                        CHAIR DREW:  Do you still need to				false

		558						LN		22		15		false		          15      hear him?				false

		559						LN		22		16		false		          16                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I couldn't				false

		560						LN		22		17		false		          17      hear the answer to the question.  I couldn't hear him				false

		561						LN		22		18		false		          18      answer the question about how many systems he has on				false

		562						LN		22		19		false		          19      line right now.				false

		563						LN		22		20		false		          20                        CHAIR DREW:  So if you would answer				false

		564						LN		22		21		false		          21      that one again, please.				false

		565						LN		22		22		false		          22                        MR. NELSON:  I'm not sure how many				false

		566						LN		22		23		false		          23      we have on line.  We have a few in our California				false

		567						LN		22		24		false		          24      portfolio that have just come on line.				false

		568						LN		22		25		false		          25                        CHAIR DREW:  But you said you had a				false

		569						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		570						LN		23		1		false		           1      number that are in construction.				false

		571						LN		23		2		false		           2                        MR. NELSON:  We have a number in				false

		572						LN		23		3		false		           3      development and a number in construction as well.				false

		573						LN		23		4		false		           4                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.				false

		574						LN		23		5		false		           5                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So you have				false

		575						LN		23		6		false		           6      no track record.				false

		576						LN		23		7		false		           7                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  So thank you				false

		577						LN		23		8		false		           8      for your question.  And not hearing the answer, I am				false

		578						LN		23		9		false		           9      going to ask for questions from the Council, and I'll				false

		579						LN		23		10		false		          10      try and keep this really short.  And if you have				false

		580						LN		23		11		false		          11      questions, please state them when you come up for				false

		581						LN		23		12		false		          12      your remarks, and I am sure that the company,				false

		582						LN		23		13		false		          13      Tenaska, will take note and talk to you, answering				false

		583						LN		23		14		false		          14      your question after the meeting.				false

		584						LN		23		15		false		          15          So we won't have a back-and-forth at this point.				false

		585						LN		23		16		false		          16      We had the open house.  We'll take comments.  And				false

		586						LN		23		17		false		          17      then if you have a question, we'll make sure there's				false

		587						LN		23		18		false		          18      follow-up.				false

		588						LN		23		19		false		          19                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you.				false

		589						LN		23		20		false		          20                        CHAIR DREW:  Are there other -- so				false

		590						LN		23		21		false		          21      the answer to the question in an advantage, yes, it's				false

		591						LN		23		22		false		          22      close to going onto the grid, but there could also be				false

		592						LN		23		23		false		          23      an advantage to provide it locally.  Is that true?				false

		593						LN		23		24		false		          24                        MR. NELSON:  Correct.				false

		594						LN		23		25		false		          25                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Are there				false
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		596						LN		24		1		false		           1      questions from other Council members?				false

		597						LN		24		2		false		           2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  I'm not seeing any				false

		598						LN		24		3		false		           3      questions right now from the Council members.				false

		599						LN		24		4		false		           4                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can you				false

		600						LN		24		5		false		           5      speak up a little bit for people that are hard of				false

		601						LN		24		6		false		           6      hearing?				false

		602						LN		24		7		false		           7                        CHAIR DREW:  Yes.  Thank you.  We				false

		603						LN		24		8		false		           8      will continue to emphasize that.				false

		604						LN		24		9		false		           9          Okay.  Then we will move to the next item on our				false

		605						LN		24		10		false		          10      agenda, which is EFSEC siting -- EFSEC siting process				false

		606						LN		24		11		false		          11      presentation.  And that will be Mr. Trevin Taylor.				false

		607						LN		24		12		false		          12                        MR. TAYLOR:  Hello.  My name's				false

		608						LN		24		13		false		          13      Trevin Taylor.  I am a environmental planner for				false

		609						LN		24		14		false		          14      EFSEC.  I'll be the SEPA specialist on this project,				false

		610						LN		24		15		false		          15      helping Zia Ahmed, who's going to be your --				false

		611						LN		24		16		false		          16      basically your main point of contact through the				false

		612						LN		24		17		false		          17      project.  He can't be here tonight, but he's online,				false

		613						LN		24		18		false		          18      so I'm going to walk through EFSEC.  I'm going to				false

		614						LN		24		19		false		          19      make an absolute mistake that new public speakers are				false

		615						LN		24		20		false		          20      supposed to say, is I've been on EFSEC for two				false

		616						LN		24		21		false		          21      months.  So you're going to have to bear with me on a				false

		617						LN		24		22		false		          22      couple of these.  I might need to get some questions				false

		618						LN		24		23		false		          23      from more experienced people, but...				false

		619						LN		24		24		false		          24          So what is EFSEC?  The Energy Facility Site				false

		620						LN		24		25		false		          25      Evaluation Council was actually started in 1970.				false

		621						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		622						LN		25		1		false		           1      Their job is to basically help energy projects,				false

		623						LN		25		2		false		           2      especially large ones, to go through sort of a				false

		624						LN		25		3		false		           3      one-stop shop of basically permitting and				false

		625						LN		25		4		false		           4      environmental compliance and overview.  The type of				false

		626						LN		25		5		false		           5      projects that they're known for basically that are				false

		627						LN		25		6		false		           6      required to go through EFSEC would be anything from a				false

		628						LN		25		7		false		           7      nuclear power plant, natural gas and oil pipelines,				false

		629						LN		25		8		false		           8      underground natural storage facilities.  Those kind				false

		630						LN		25		9		false		           9      of things require certification from EFSEC.  And that				false

		631						LN		25		10		false		          10      is going to be basically the product that will come				false

		632						LN		25		11		false		          11      out of our process as a certification to the				false

		633						LN		25		12		false		          12      governor.				false

		634						LN		25		13		false		          13          That -- that recommendation goes through a				false

		635						LN		25		14		false		          14      commission that we have.  And the final decision, the				false

		636						LN		25		15		false		          15      final decision that comes through the governor's				false

		637						LN		25		16		false		          16      office will basically preempt any state or local				false

		638						LN		25		17		false		          17      permitting.				false

		639						LN		25		18		false		          18          So tonight we actually have in the house our				false

		640						LN		25		19		false		          19      chair, Kathleen Drew; online, the Department of				false

		641						LN		25		20		false		          20      Ecology, Eli Levitt; Department of Fish and Wildlife,				false

		642						LN		25		21		false		          21      Mike Livingston; Department of Commerce, Elizabeth				false

		643						LN		25		22		false		          22      Osborne; Department of Natural Resources, Lenny				false

		644						LN		25		23		false		          23      Young; Utilities and Transportation Commission is				false

		645						LN		25		24		false		          24      represented by Stacey Brewster.				false

		646						LN		25		25		false		          25          One of the -- I got to remember that.  One of				false

		647						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		648						LN		26		1		false		           1      the -- one of the optional -- you have also optional				false

		649						LN		26		2		false		           2      agencies that can join in with EFSEC depending on the				false

		650						LN		26		3		false		           3      project and location and things.  It might be the				false

		651						LN		26		4		false		           4      Department of Agricultural, Department of				false

		652						LN		26		5		false		           5      Transportation, or Department of Health, Military				false

		653						LN		26		6		false		           6      Department.  Those are examples that aren't				false

		654						LN		26		7		false		           7      necessarily permanent seats all the time but might				false

		655						LN		26		8		false		           8      join as needed.				false

		656						LN		26		9		false		           9          Also tonight we actually have Robby Eckroth -- I				false

		657						LN		26		10		false		          10      hope I'm pronouncing it correctly -- representing				false

		658						LN		26		11		false		          11      Skagit County.  As you know, this project is within				false

		659						LN		26		12		false		          12      Skagit County jurisdiction, and they will be				false

		660						LN		26		13		false		          13      reviewing the project as it's going through the				false

		661						LN		26		14		false		          14      process.				false

		662						LN		26		15		false		          15          Also what's kind of unique is if a project goes				false

		663						LN		26		16		false		          16      through a port, then the port will be a nonvoting				false

		664						LN		26		17		false		          17      member but will have full review of the application				false

		665						LN		26		18		false		          18      review process.				false

		666						LN		26		19		false		          19          So what -- I mentioned a little bit, so basically				false

		667						LN		26		20		false		          20      any nuclear power facility will fall under EFSEC.				false

		668						LN		26		21		false		          21      Any nonhydro -- nonnuclear thermal plant that makes				false

		669						LN		26		22		false		          22      over 350 megawatts would fall under our jurisdiction				false

		670						LN		26		23		false		          23      for certification.  Clean energy, manufacturing, and				false

		671						LN		26		24		false		          24      transport.  And then there's a couple of them that				false

		672						LN		26		25		false		          25      can opt in, if they want.  For instance, alternative				false

		673						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		674						LN		27		1		false		           1      energies such as hydroelectric or solar panels,				false

		675						LN		27		2		false		           2      landfill, biomass, those kind of things can actually				false

		676						LN		27		3		false		           3      opt in and go through our process, if they wish,				false

		677						LN		27		4		false		           4      versus other permit options.				false

		678						LN		27		5		false		           5          Transmission lines that are greater than 500				false

		679						LN		27		6		false		           6      kilovolts are required to go through us.  Although,				false

		680						LN		27		7		false		           7      150 -- 115 kilovolts or less -- or 115 kilovolts up				false

		681						LN		27		8		false		           8      to 500 can opt in.				false

		682						LN		27		9		false		           9          Pipelines and refineries and storage facilities				false

		683						LN		27		10		false		          10      actually have regulations, and they're a little bit				false

		684						LN		27		11		false		          11      more in detail.  If anybody's really interested in				false

		685						LN		27		12		false		          12      it, they can look up RCW Code, or Revised Code of				false

		686						LN		27		13		false		          13      Washington 80.50.060.				false

		687						LN		27		14		false		          14          So this map here actually shows -- it'll be a				false

		688						LN		27		15		false		          15      little bit tougher in the back of the room to be able				false

		689						LN		27		16		false		          16      to see the color coding on it, but it is the				false

		690						LN		27		17		false		          17      locations that are currently under EFSEC's				false

		691						LN		27		18		false		          18      jurisdiction.  There's six active facilities:  Two				false

		692						LN		27		19		false		          19      natural gas, one nuclear, one solar, and two wind				false

		693						LN		27		20		false		          20      facilities.  The blue marks on there -- once again, I				false

		694						LN		27		21		false		          21      apologize that the marks are small, a little bit				false

		695						LN		27		22		false		          22      tough to probably see.  The blue marks on there are				false

		696						LN		27		23		false		          23      basically facilities that are currently approved but				false

		697						LN		27		24		false		          24      are under construction or will go to construction.				false

		698						LN		27		25		false		          25          There's a clear circle that's kind of buried				false

		699						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		700						LN		28		1		false		           1      under the Columbia Generating Station that's really				false

		701						LN		28		2		false		           2      tough to see, and that's actually one that is going				false

		702						LN		28		3		false		           3      through decommission.  EFSEC will follow these				false

		703						LN		28		4		false		           4      projects from the initial start or from birth,				false

		704						LN		28		5		false		           5      through construction, all the way to decommission.				false

		705						LN		28		6		false		           6      So it is a unique office that follows the process				false

		706						LN		28		7		false		           7      from birth to grave, as they say.				false

		707						LN		28		8		false		           8          And then, of course, tonight here, we have seven				false

		708						LN		28		9		false		           9      projects on here that are currently under review or				false

		709						LN		28		10		false		          10      under application, and of course the Goldeneye				false

		710						LN		28		11		false		          11      battery storage is one of those that's currently				false

		711						LN		28		12		false		          12      under review and very early stages to the permit				false

		712						LN		28		13		false		          13      process.				false

		713						LN		28		14		false		          14          So where are we at in the process?  This chart				false

		714						LN		28		15		false		          15      here, I think the key thing with so many participants				false

		715						LN		28		16		false		          16      here tonight from the community, I want you to really				false

		716						LN		28		17		false		          17      pay attention to the green arrows.  Those are all				false

		717						LN		28		18		false		          18      opportunities for you to make public comment.  So the				false

		718						LN		28		19		false		          19      process doesn't steamroll through.  It's a				false

		719						LN		28		20		false		          20      three-tiered process, starting with the land-use				false

		720						LN		28		21		false		          21      hearing, which actually will conclude after the				false

		721						LN		28		22		false		          22      public comments tonight.				false

		722						LN		28		23		false		          23          They will have a consistency determination that				false

		723						LN		28		24		false		          24      will come out at some point in the process.  Then as				false

		724						LN		28		25		false		          25      that tier follows down, you'll also have a chance at				false

		725						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		726						LN		29		1		false		           1      the initiate -- initiate intervention process to more				false

		727						LN		29		2		false		           2      public comment.  Goes through a couple more reviews				false

		728						LN		29		3		false		           3      to adjudicative hearings.  And so that one tier alone				false

		729						LN		29		4		false		           4      will basically give you three opportunities for				false

		730						LN		29		5		false		           5      comment as the process is alone.				false

		731						LN		29		6		false		           6          Tier 2, the SEPA side of it, is which I'll be the				false

		732						LN		29		7		false		           7      most active in personally.  There is basically a SEPA				false

		733						LN		29		8		false		           8      determination.  Now, this is where I'm going to -- I				false

		734						LN		29		9		false		           9      don't -- I don't want to get too far in the weeds on				false

		735						LN		29		10		false		          10      you, 'cause this is getting into a whole bunch of				false

		736						LN		29		11		false		          11      permitting nerd stuff.  But there's three things that				false

		737						LN		29		12		false		          12      I want you to remember.  Okay?				false

		738						LN		29		13		false		          13          So you got determination of nonsignificance, a				false

		739						LN		29		14		false		          14      mitigation, a mitigated determination of				false

		740						LN		29		15		false		          15      nonsignificance, and a determination of significance.				false

		741						LN		29		16		false		          16      So what do those three things mean?				false

		742						LN		29		17		false		          17          Basically nonsignificant means that the project				false

		743						LN		29		18		false		          18      really has no environmental take or no issues on the				false

		744						LN		29		19		false		          19      project and kind of fast-forward through.				false

		745						LN		29		20		false		          20          A mitigated determination, it means that it might				false

		746						LN		29		21		false		          21      have a few takes, a few issues, but they should be				false

		747						LN		29		22		false		          22      able to come up with some options to kind of				false

		748						LN		29		23		false		          23      counterbalance that.				false

		749						LN		29		24		false		          24          Then a determination of significance, which is				false

		750						LN		29		25		false		          25      the most common one for EFSEC projects due to the				false

		751						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		752						LN		30		1		false		           1      scale of the size of the projects that we normally				false

		753						LN		30		2		false		           2      build, means that, no matter what, we can't avoid				false

		754						LN		30		3		false		           3      some type of natural resource.  And that requires a				false

		755						LN		30		4		false		           4      full-blown, what we call environmental impact study.				false

		756						LN		30		5		false		           5      Okay?  That's the famous one most you guys usually				false

		757						LN		30		6		false		           6      hear about on the news.  A long time to get through				false

		758						LN		30		7		false		           7      an environmental impact study.				false

		759						LN		30		8		false		           8          So this case here, if it goes through a				false

		760						LN		30		9		false		           9      full-blown determination of significance, meaning a				false

		761						LN		30		10		false		          10      full-blown impact study, you'll have two more comment				false

		762						LN		30		11		false		          11      periods alone in just the SEPA process.  The unique				false

		763						LN		30		12		false		          12      feature that comes in -- we'll come back to in a				false

		764						LN		30		13		false		          13      little bit here on the SEPA part.  But then the third				false

		765						LN		30		14		false		          14      piece is the permits.				false

		766						LN		30		15		false		          15          EFSEC actually has authority over state permits,				false

		767						LN		30		16		false		          16      and we will also have a public comment period before				false

		768						LN		30		17		false		          17      we send that final package to the Council that then				false

		769						LN		30		18		false		          18      gets sent on to the governor's office.  So in all,				false

		770						LN		30		19		false		          19      there's over six to seven potential times to				false

		771						LN		30		20		false		          20      basically make comment, and we want to make sure that				false

		772						LN		30		21		false		          21      everybody understands that, especially the larger				false

		773						LN		30		22		false		          22      group we have tonight.				false

		774						LN		30		23		false		          23          Okay.  All right.  I'm going to dare to bore you				false

		775						LN		30		24		false		          24      one more time with a little bit of this SEPA stuff,				false

		776						LN		30		25		false		          25      but I do want you to understand it.  So if you				false

		777						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		778						LN		31		1		false		           1      remember I mentioned the other two processes is				false

		779						LN		31		2		false		           2      basically known as the mitigated -- okay? -- where				false

		780						LN		31		3		false		           3      they have enough countermeasures to kind of make it				false

		781						LN		31		4		false		           4      even or just no issues at all.				false

		782						LN		31		5		false		           5          If a project can show that they meet their				false

		783						LN		31		6		false		           6      consistency land-use decision along with a				false

		784						LN		31		7		false		           7      determination of nonsignificance, no take, no issues				false

		785						LN		31		8		false		           8      on-site, or they mitigate it enough, they can				false

		786						LN		31		9		false		           9      actually go through an expedited process per WAC				false

		787						LN		31		10		false		          10      No. 46-43 -- 463 -- 463-43.  That will actually save				false

		788						LN		31		11		false		          11      them -- they have no environmental impact statement,				false

		789						LN		31		12		false		          12      so they save the time and money there, and also no				false

		790						LN		31		13		false		          13      required adjudication.				false

		791						LN		31		14		false		          14          So if it's the MDNS, there is another 15-day				false

		792						LN		31		15		false		          15      comment period.  The DNS, no issues, is fast-forward				false

		793						LN		31		16		false		          16      and they're kind of done.  Okay?				false

		794						LN		31		17		false		          17          So if a determination comes out of this that it's				false

		795						LN		31		18		false		          18      one of these two, I want everybody in the room to be				false

		796						LN		31		19		false		          19      aware that they made sort of a fast -- they either				false

		797						LN		31		20		false		          20      were able to show that they have a low enough impact				false

		798						LN		31		21		false		          21      to meet one of these standards.  It's tough to get				false

		799						LN		31		22		false		          22      there.  And we're way early in the assessment process				false

		800						LN		31		23		false		          23      to see if they're going to be eligible for either one				false

		801						LN		31		24		false		          24      of those.  Okay?  So nobody's went past that.				false

		802						LN		31		25		false		          25          I guess the next one.  All right.  Permit issues.				false

		803						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		804						LN		32		1		false		           1      So, once again, I'm going go on this real quick.				false

		805						LN		32		2		false		           2      EFSEC has a unique opportunity from our position that				false

		806						LN		32		3		false		           3      was granted to us years ago in the '70s.  And so we				false

		807						LN		32		4		false		           4      do have authority over certain permits, such as water				false

		808						LN		32		5		false		           5      quality permits or air quality permits.  We can				false

		809						LN		32		6		false		           6      actually -- Department of Fish and Wildlife issues.				false

		810						LN		32		7		false		           7      There's things like that.  So because we're a State				false

		811						LN		32		8		false		           8      agency, we're granted that authority to be able to				false

		812						LN		32		9		false		           9      try to make it one-stop shopping.  It gives us an				false

		813						LN		32		10		false		          10      opportunity to have that third process.  And, once				false

		814						LN		32		11		false		          11      again, this will have your final opportunity -- I				false

		815						LN		32		12		false		          12      won't say "final."  Somewhere in that process, it				false

		816						LN		32		13		false		          13      gives you another opportunity to have public comment,				false

		817						LN		32		14		false		          14      if you wish.				false

		818						LN		32		15		false		          15          Okay.  So the Council will -- basically, Council				false

		819						LN		32		16		false		          16      makes a recommendation to the governor.  So that				false

		820						LN		32		17		false		          17      packet that we're talking about comes down to a				false

		821						LN		32		18		false		          18      certification.  The packet is built with several				false

		822						LN		32		19		false		          19      different aspects from those three tiers:  A packet				false

		823						LN		32		20		false		          20      of the permits, packet of that SEPA with all those				false

		824						LN		32		21		false		          21      determination things I talked about, and of course				false

		825						LN		32		22		false		          22      the adjudication issues, if it has them.				false

		826						LN		32		23		false		          23          That package is then sent on to the governor's				false

		827						LN		32		24		false		          24      office.  They have 60 days to comply.  The governor				false

		828						LN		32		25		false		          25      then either comes back with one of three decisions.				false

		829						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		830						LN		33		1		false		           1      They either approve the application, and they're off				false

		831						LN		33		2		false		           2      and running, which is off to the draft certification,				false

		832						LN		33		3		false		           3      or they reject the application, and it is done.				false

		833						LN		33		4		false		           4      Don't pass "Go" from there.  That's -- so they				false

		834						LN		33		5		false		           5      definitely don't want to get to that point.				false

		835						LN		33		6		false		           6      Although, the governor can remand the project and				false

		836						LN		33		7		false		           7      say, You know what?  You're on the right track.				false

		837						LN		33		8		false		           8      Although we need you to do this, this, and this.  Or				false

		838						LN		33		9		false		           9      why did the Council make such and such decision?  And				false

		839						LN		33		10		false		          10      then they basically come back with the justification				false

		840						LN		33		11		false		          11      or to do additional research, if needed, to get to				false

		841						LN		33		12		false		          12      resubmit it once again.				false

		842						LN		33		13		false		          13          Now, compliance monitoring.  As I said, we're				false

		843						LN		33		14		false		          14      from the beginning -- from the beginning to the end.				false

		844						LN		33		15		false		          15      So through the process, the EFSEC staff will also be				false

		845						LN		33		16		false		          16      monitoring, on environment (unintelligible), the				false

		846						LN		33		17		false		          17      things that they promise to do throughout the project				false

		847						LN		33		18		false		          18      and through the site certification agreement				false

		848						LN		33		19		false		          19      requirements.  Also those permits will have				false

		849						LN		33		20		false		          20      additional things that they'll be required to do from				false

		850						LN		33		21		false		          21      construction -- from planning to construction to run				false

		851						LN		33		22		false		          22      the facility.				false

		852						LN		33		23		false		          23          So it doesn't just end once they're done				false

		853						LN		33		24		false		          24      constructing it.  It has ongoing compliance issues				false

		854						LN		33		25		false		          25      that they have to keep in compliance.				false

		855						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		856						LN		34		1		false		           1          And then the third spot, if they're required to				false

		857						LN		34		2		false		           2      do an environmental impact statement, that has even a				false

		858						LN		34		3		false		           3      bigger pile of commitments that's built into that				false

		859						LN		34		4		false		           4      document.  And all those things EFSEC will keep an				false

		860						LN		34		5		false		           5      eye on from the time that the project goes into				false

		861						LN		34		6		false		           6      decommissioning, which is actually our next slide, I				false

		862						LN		34		7		false		           7      believe.				false

		863						LN		34		8		false		           8          So decommissioning.  Once the project has lived				false

		864						LN		34		9		false		           9      its life and it's time to shut it down, they				false

		865						LN		34		10		false		          10      actually -- before they can go to construction, the				false

		866						LN		34		11		false		          11      applicant is required to provide an initial site				false

		867						LN		34		12		false		          12      restoration plan.  That's basically, we'll call it				false

		868						LN		34		13		false		          13      the initial ideas on someday this project's going to				false

		869						LN		34		14		false		          14      live its life, and it's got to go away, and these are				false

		870						LN		34		15		false		          15      the kind of things that you got to do to put the				false

		871						LN		34		16		false		          16      property back or to make it the best shot at whole.				false

		872						LN		34		17		false		          17          Now, what's unique about this is that once the				false

		873						LN		34		18		false		          18      project has lived its life and they can then request				false

		874						LN		34		19		false		          19      for actual full decommissioning, they have 90 days to				false

		875						LN		34		20		false		          20      let the Council know that they're going to do a				false

		876						LN		34		21		false		          21      detailed site to restoration, which basically before				false

		877						LN		34		22		false		          22      that's approved to -- because things change, right?				false

		878						LN		34		23		false		          23      Laws change.  Science changes.  And what's the best				false

		879						LN		34		24		false		          24      way to replan a wetland or do some type of -- so that				false

		880						LN		34		25		false		          25      gives the Council now time somewhere in the future to				false

		881						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		882						LN		35		1		false		           1      use the best available science and best decisions and				false

		883						LN		35		2		false		           2      policies and laws.  And before they can decommission,				false

		884						LN		35		3		false		           3      they have to put in a 90-day plan to be approved to				false

		885						LN		35		4		false		           4      do so.				false

		886						LN		35		5		false		           5          And they also have to be required to show				false

		887						LN		35		6		false		           6      financial -- financially secure to be able to follow				false

		888						LN		35		7		false		           7      through with the process.  And whoever receives that				false

		889						LN		35		8		false		           8      approved certificate from the governor, it is				false

		890						LN		35		9		false		           9      basically who is going to be required at that time of				false

		891						LN		35		10		false		          10      decommissioning to show the financial responsibility				false

		892						LN		35		11		false		          11      to decommission the site.				false

		893						LN		35		12		false		          12          So I'm going to close out real quick here.  Once				false

		894						LN		35		13		false		          13      again, what a great showing for my first time out,				false

		895						LN		35		14		false		          14      and hopefully it's like this every time.  So, once				false

		896						LN		35		15		false		          15      again, welcome.  And so if you have e-mail, you can				false

		897						LN		35		16		false		          16      send to comments@EFSEC.wa.gov, or you can call (360)				false

		898						LN		35		17		false		          17      664-1345.  They do accept regular mail at the address				false

		899						LN		35		18		false		          18      there for the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council				false

		900						LN		35		19		false		          19      at 621 Woodland.  And, of course, during those				false

		901						LN		35		20		false		          20      comment periods that I mentioned, you can also go				false

		902						LN		35		21		false		          21      online and write, once again, at				false

		903						LN		35		22		false		          22      comments.EFSEC.wa.gov.  So thank you very much.				false

		904						LN		35		23		false		          23                        CHAIR DREW:  And that, I believe,				false

		905						LN		35		24		false		          24      is a form that you can just enter your comment into;				false

		906						LN		35		25		false		          25      is that correct?  The comments database?  And is that				false

		907						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		908						LN		36		1		false		           1      open until what time for this meeting?				false

		909						LN		36		2		false		           2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  This is Andrea				false

		910						LN		36		3		false		           3      Grantham.  Chair Drew, I can answer that question for				false

		911						LN		36		4		false		           4      you.				false

		912						LN		36		5		false		           5                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		913						LN		36		6		false		           6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Yeah.  It is an				false

		914						LN		36		7		false		           7      online -- excuse me -- comment campaign, so it is a				false

		915						LN		36		8		false		           8      form that you can fill out, and it will be open				false

		916						LN		36		9		false		           9      from -- well, it's open now.  It started at 5:00, and				false

		917						LN		36		10		false		          10      it will close at 11:59 p.m. tonight.				false

		918						LN		36		11		false		          11                        CHAIR DREW:  So you don't have to				false

		919						LN		36		12		false		          12      write a separate e-mail or anything.  You can just				false

		920						LN		36		13		false		          13      tonight just go into that "comments" at EFSEC.wa.gov				false

		921						LN		36		14		false		          14      and just insert your comments into that.  So that's				false

		922						LN		36		15		false		          15      another way to do it.				false

		923						LN		36		16		false		          16          I did not ask our counsel for the environment to				false

		924						LN		36		17		false		          17      speak, and so I would ask him to once again introduce				false

		925						LN		36		18		false		          18      himself and let you know what the role of the counsel				false

		926						LN		36		19		false		          19      for the environment, who is appointed by the attorney				false

		927						LN		36		20		false		          20      general of Washington, is.				false

		928						LN		36		21		false		          21          Go ahead, please.				false

		929						LN		36		22		false		          22                        MR. KOROL:  Good evening, everyone.				false

		930						LN		36		23		false		          23      My name is Yuriy Korol.  I'm an assistant attorney				false

		931						LN		36		24		false		          24      general here for the State of Washington.  My role				false

		932						LN		36		25		false		          25      here is statutorily to represent the public and its				false

		933						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		934						LN		37		1		false		           1      interest in protecting the quality of the				false

		935						LN		37		2		false		           2      environment.				false

		936						LN		37		3		false		           3          So as you just saw, there's plenty of				false

		937						LN		37		4		false		           4      opportunities for the public to comment.  And I will				false

		938						LN		37		5		false		           5      also be a formal party for any adjudications that may				false

		939						LN		37		6		false		           6      arise.  So if you have any comments or evidence or				false

		940						LN		37		7		false		           7      testimony you'd like to submit regarding those				false

		941						LN		37		8		false		           8      issues, I'd be happy to hear them.				false

		942						LN		37		9		false		           9          I will enter into the chat my contact detail so				false

		943						LN		37		10		false		          10      you have those.  And also on the EFSEC website -- I				false

		944						LN		37		11		false		          11      mean, for the project site, itself -- my name and				false

		945						LN		37		12		false		          12      contact detail should be pretty readily available.				false

		946						LN		37		13		false		          13          So, yes, if you have any testimony to submit,				false

		947						LN		37		14		false		          14      please let me know.  Thank you.				false

		948						LN		37		15		false		          15                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		949						LN		37		16		false		          16          And with that, we will move to the public comment				false

		950						LN		37		17		false		          17      period.  We will go over 7:00 in order to accommodate				false

		951						LN		37		18		false		          18      all these people, all of you who are here who wish to				false

		952						LN		37		19		false		          19      speak.  And we will have a two-minute time limit.				false

		953						LN		37		20		false		          20      And I will turn it over to Judge Gerard to manage.				false

		954						LN		37		21		false		          21      Go ahead.				false

		955						LN		37		22		false		          22                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Excuse me.  Thank				false

		956						LN		37		23		false		          23      you.  Sorry, Chair Drew.  I just want to -- hello?				false

		957						LN		37		24		false		          24      Okay.  Thank you.				false

		958						LN		37		25		false		          25          I just wanted to make sure that people know that				false

		959						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		960						LN		38		1		false		           1      the comment campaign website, the				false

		961						LN		38		2		false		           2      comments.EFSEC.wa.gov, is open for specific comment				false

		962						LN		38		3		false		           3      periods associated with the project milestone, but				false

		963						LN		38		4		false		           4      the comments@EFSEC.wa.gov e-mail is available any				false

		964						LN		38		5		false		           5      time.  Regardless of the method they are received,				false

		965						LN		38		6		false		           6      they are posted to the website to be publicly				false

		966						LN		38		7		false		           7      available and made available to the Council for				false

		967						LN		38		8		false		           8      review.				false

		968						LN		38		9		false		           9          So if anybody misses a comment, wants to go look				false

		969						LN		38		10		false		          10      at comments later, they will be available on the				false

		970						LN		38		11		false		          11      website.  And I've noticed that there are some -- a				false

		971						LN		38		12		false		          12      person in chat posting some information.  I would				false

		972						LN		38		13		false		          13      encourage everybody to please submit their comments				false

		973						LN		38		14		false		          14      through these avenues so that they can be properly				false

		974						LN		38		15		false		          15      captured with the project record and made available				false

		975						LN		38		16		false		          16      to the Council.				false

		976						LN		38		17		false		          17                        CHAIR DREW:  That's right.  We will				false

		977						LN		38		18		false		          18      not -- the comments in chat will not be in the public				false

		978						LN		38		19		false		          19      record.  So, again, tonight during this comment				false

		979						LN		38		20		false		          20      period, you can see the online portion of the screen				false

		980						LN		38		21		false		          21      that says where you can type in those comments.  At				false

		981						LN		38		22		false		          22      the top, where it says "Public Input" -- thank you --				false

		982						LN		38		23		false		          23      the comments@EFSEC.wa.gov is open any time for				false

		983						LN		38		24		false		          24      comments.  And those both go into the public record.				false

		984						LN		38		25		false		          25      They are available to Council members.  They're				false

		985						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		986						LN		39		1		false		           1      available to the public.  So please use all avenues,				false

		987						LN		39		2		false		           2      and send us a good old-fashioned letter if you want				false

		988						LN		39		3		false		           3      to.  Thanks.				false

		989						LN		39		4		false		           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Good evening,				false

		990						LN		39		5		false		           5      everyone.  I'm Administrative Law Judge Dan Gerard.				false

		991						LN		39		6		false		           6      I will be controlling the public comment section as				false

		992						LN		39		7		false		           7      well as the comment section for the land-use hearing.				false

		993						LN		39		8		false		           8          As Chair Drew said, everyone will have two				false

		994						LN		39		9		false		           9      minutes for their comments.  She said you can ask				false

		995						LN		39		10		false		          10      questions of the proposal or the applicant here.				false

		996						LN		39		11		false		          11      Don't expect an answer, because obviously our time is				false

		997						LN		39		12		false		          12      limited.  We do have, I think last check, 32 people				false

		998						LN		39		13		false		          13      that are signed to make comments.  So please make				false

		999						LN		39		14		false		          14      your comments succinct as possible.				false

		1000						LN		39		15		false		          15          Obviously if -- obviously if you are unable to				false

		1001						LN		39		16		false		          16      complete your comment section, you can complete those				false

		1002						LN		39		17		false		          17      comments within the avenues provided to you by				false

		1003						LN		39		18		false		          18      Ms. Hafkemeyer earlier.				false

		1004						LN		39		19		false		          19          We do have a court reporter here today that will				false

		1005						LN		39		20		false		          20      transcribe everything into written format for us to				false

		1006						LN		39		21		false		          21      review later.  So when you begin to speak, please				false

		1007						LN		39		22		false		          22      state and spell your name just so we get it correct.				false

		1008						LN		39		23		false		          23          With that, with the two-minute time frame, I will				false

		1009						LN		39		24		false		          24      do my best to prompt you when you have about 15				false

		1010						LN		39		25		false		          25      seconds left.  That way you can wrap up whatever				false

		1011						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1012						LN		40		1		false		           1      comments you wish to make at this point.  I'll simply				false

		1013						LN		40		2		false		           2      raise my left hand just to give you a cue.  But given				false

		1014						LN		40		3		false		           3      the number of people we do have speaking today, I				false

		1015						LN		40		4		false		           4      will enforce the two-minute rule rather strictly.  So				false

		1016						LN		40		5		false		           5      please make sure you do cut off at that point.				false

		1017						LN		40		6		false		           6          So I think with that, if we go ahead and bring up				false

		1018						LN		40		7		false		           7      our first speaker, please.				false

		1019						LN		40		8		false		           8                        MS. BARKER:  The first speaker is				false

		1020						LN		40		9		false		           9      Lisa Janicki.				false

		1021						LN		40		10		false		          10                        LISA JANICKI:  Good evening.				false

		1022						LN		40		11		false		          11      Welcome to my hometown of Sedro-Woolley.  And my name				false

		1023						LN		40		12		false		          12      is Lisa Janicki, J-a-n-i-c-k-i.  I am a county				false

		1024						LN		40		13		false		          13      commissioner with Skagit County.  And we have another				false

		1025						LN		40		14		false		          14      commissioner here who will be addressing some of the				false

		1026						LN		40		15		false		          15      issues.				false

		1027						LN		40		16		false		          16          I think the primary -- the primary concern that I				false

		1028						LN		40		17		false		          17      hear throughout the room and that the commissioners				false

		1029						LN		40		18		false		          18      are concerned with is the use of agricultural land				false

		1030						LN		40		19		false		          19      for a permanent project like this.  You know, we work				false

		1031						LN		40		20		false		          20      really hard to protect our farmland, and including				false

		1032						LN		40		21		false		          21      a -- self-taxing our whole population to buy out				false

		1033						LN		40		22		false		          22      farmland legacy credits and putting conservation				false

		1034						LN		40		23		false		          23      easements across farmland so that we have this				false

		1035						LN		40		24		false		          24      ability to literally feed the world.  It creates an				false

		1036						LN		40		25		false		          25      ache in all of our hearts to see a piece of farmland				false

		1037						PG		41		0		false		page 41				false

		1038						LN		41		1		false		           1      consumed with the project.				false

		1039						LN		41		2		false		           2          With that being said, I do appreciate Mr. Nelson				false

		1040						LN		41		3		false		           3      introducing the project to me in conjunction with our				false

		1041						LN		41		4		false		           4      economic development folks at EDASC.  I absolutely				false

		1042						LN		41		5		false		           5      understand the need for enough power.  I have				false

		1043						LN		41		6		false		           6      testified in front of the legislator -- legislature				false

		1044						LN		41		7		false		           7      and asked, You passed all these rules for new energy				false

		1045						LN		41		8		false		           8      codes, new buildings with all electric appliances,				false

		1046						LN		41		9		false		           9      electrifying the fleet, some of the things that				false

		1047						LN		41		10		false		          10      Mr. Nelson listed here.  Who's doing the utility math				false

		1048						LN		41		11		false		          11      to make that happen?				false

		1049						LN		41		12		false		          12          And I remember the distinct answer from that				false

		1050						LN		41		13		false		          13      legislator who said, That's up to the utilities.				false

		1051						LN		41		14		false		          14          Well, that's why we're here.  PSE did a call for				false

		1052						LN		41		15		false		          15      action because I know out at the Port of Skagit, they				false

		1053						LN		41		16		false		          16      cannot continue the industrial siting development of				false

		1054						LN		41		17		false		          17      existing projects and expansion projects because				false

		1055						LN		41		18		false		          18      there's not enough power.  So we need the power.  I				false

		1056						LN		41		19		false		          19      know this is not generation or transmission, but it's				false

		1057						LN		41		20		false		          20      part of the system that we need in place, so I get				false

		1058						LN		41		21		false		          21      it.  Let's work on that farmland piece.				false

		1059						LN		41		22		false		          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.				false

		1060						LN		41		23		false		          23                        MS. BARKER:  Peter Browning.				false

		1061						LN		41		24		false		          24                        PETER BROWNING:  Thank you.  I'm				false

		1062						LN		41		25		false		          25      Peter Browning, the other commissioner here.  And I				false

		1063						PG		42		0		false		page 42				false

		1064						LN		42		1		false		           1      appreciate you coming and talking to us.  I did meet				false

		1065						LN		42		2		false		           2      with Goldeneye early on, and we had a very good				false

		1066						LN		42		3		false		           3      discussion.				false

		1067						LN		42		4		false		           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Mr. Browning --				false

		1068						LN		42		5		false		           5                        PETER BROWNING:  One thing --				false

		1069						LN		42		6		false		           6                        ALJ GERARD:  -- would you --				false

		1070						LN		42		7		false		           7                        PETER BROWNING:  Yes.				false

		1071						LN		42		8		false		           8                        ALJ GERARD:  -- spell your name as				false

		1072						LN		42		9		false		           9      well, please.				false

		1073						LN		42		10		false		          10                        PETER BROWNING:  Oh.  P-e-t-e-r				false

		1074						LN		42		11		false		          11      B-r-o-w-n-i-n-g.				false

		1075						LN		42		12		false		          12          And the one disappointing part was that I just				false

		1076						LN		42		13		false		          13      did not know and I was not led to believe that this				false

		1077						LN		42		14		false		          14      was going to become a state decision, and I feel very				false

		1078						LN		42		15		false		          15      strongly that it should be a local decision.  I				false

		1079						LN		42		16		false		          16      understand that we -- we have been overruled on this,				false

		1080						LN		42		17		false		          17      and it's unfortunate.				false

		1081						LN		42		18		false		          18          The environmental impact.  Hansen Creek is a huge				false

		1082						LN		42		19		false		          19      fish-producing creek, and so there is some concern				false

		1083						LN		42		20		false		          20      that it's absolutely well -- it has to be really well				false

		1084						LN		42		21		false		          21      protected, because this leads into the Skagit River.				false

		1085						LN		42		22		false		          22      Any sort of lithium-ion would be devastating for fish				false

		1086						LN		42		23		false		          23      production.  And so, again, we're going to be				false

		1087						LN		42		24		false		          24      expecting some very, very diligent effort on your				false

		1088						LN		42		25		false		          25      part to make sure that we are absolutely protected.				false

		1089						PG		43		0		false		page 43				false

		1090						LN		43		1		false		           1          The floodplain area.  It's kind of low.  It's a				false

		1091						LN		43		2		false		           2      swampy area.  It has to be elevated, so if there is a				false

		1092						LN		43		3		false		           3      flood, it's not going to be consumed with floodwater				false

		1093						LN		43		4		false		           4      in the spring or the -- or the fall.  So we have to				false

		1094						LN		43		5		false		           5      be assured that it's going to be up high enough and				false

		1095						LN		43		6		false		           6      it's going to be protected area.				false

		1096						LN		43		7		false		           7          And, finally, we really expect that there would				false

		1097						LN		43		8		false		           8      be something on the verge of -- the order of a SWAT				false

		1098						LN		43		9		false		           9      team that is available to come out.  So we do not				false

		1099						LN		43		10		false		          10      have firemen that are prepared to take on a fire of				false

		1100						LN		43		11		false		          11      the magnitude of a lithium-ion fire, battery fire.				false

		1101						LN		43		12		false		          12      So we want to make sure that one of the components of				false

		1102						LN		43		13		false		          13      this agreement is a very easily access -- people who				false

		1103						LN		43		14		false		          14      can be here very quickly if there is any sort of				false

		1104						LN		43		15		false		          15      hazard so that we're not putting our own community				false

		1105						LN		43		16		false		          16      members in danger nor are we putting our community in				false

		1106						LN		43		17		false		          17      danger.  So -- and I'm hoping that will be a very				false

		1107						LN		43		18		false		          18      significant part.				false

		1108						LN		43		19		false		          19          Again, Mr. Nelson, I appreciate our conversation.				false

		1109						LN		43		20		false		          20      You were very honest with me, always, and I				false

		1110						LN		43		21		false		          21      appreciated that.  So thank you.				false

		1111						LN		43		22		false		          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1112						LN		43		23		false		          23      Mr. Browning.				false

		1113						LN		43		24		false		          24                        MS. BARKER:  Charles Johnson.				false

		1114						LN		43		25		false		          25                        ALJ GERARD:  Charles Johnson, are				false

		1115						PG		44		0		false		page 44				false

		1116						LN		44		1		false		           1      you here?  Or online?				false

		1117						LN		44		2		false		           2          Let's go ahead and move on to next, and we can				false

		1118						LN		44		3		false		           3      call him at the end if we have time.				false

		1119						LN		44		4		false		           4                        MS. BARKER:  Seth Newsome.				false

		1120						LN		44		5		false		           5                        ALJ GERARD:  Seth Newsome, are you				false

		1121						LN		44		6		false		           6      here or online?  If so, go ahead and speak up or come				false

		1122						LN		44		7		false		           7      to the podium, please.				false

		1123						LN		44		8		false		           8                        MS. BARKER:  Robert McCloud.				false

		1124						LN		44		9		false		           9                        ROBERT McCLOUD:  Good evening,				false

		1125						LN		44		10		false		          10      ladies and gentlemen.  My name is Robert McCloud.  I				false

		1126						LN		44		11		false		          11      am a field agent for the Laborers International				false

		1127						LN		44		12		false		          12      Union --				false

		1128						LN		44		13		false		          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Would you spell your				false

		1129						LN		44		14		false		          14      name as well, sir.				false

		1130						LN		44		15		false		          15                        ROBERT McCLOUD:  M-c-C-l-o-u-d.				false

		1131						LN		44		16		false		          16          I am a field agent for the Laborers International				false

		1132						LN		44		17		false		          17      Union of North America, Local 292, in Everett,				false

		1133						LN		44		18		false		          18      Washington.  We cover the northern five counties:				false

		1134						LN		44		19		false		          19      Snohomish, Whatcom, Island, Skagit, San Juans.  We				false

		1135						LN		44		20		false		          20      have roughly 250 members who live here in Skagit				false

		1136						LN		44		21		false		          21      County.  Approximately 90 of those members live right				false

		1137						LN		44		22		false		          22      here in Sedro-Woolley.  I arise today to express our				false

		1138						LN		44		23		false		          23      members' support for the Goldeneye energy storage				false

		1139						LN		44		24		false		          24      project.				false

		1140						LN		44		25		false		          25          The Goldeneye project will provide energy				false

		1141						PG		45		0		false		page 45				false

		1142						LN		45		1		false		           1      security for our local communities as the region				false

		1143						LN		45		2		false		           2      works to achieve a clean energy transition the State				false

		1144						LN		45		3		false		           3      of Washington has mandated.  If we're going to be				false

		1145						LN		45		4		false		           4      relying on more renewable energy, then we need a way				false

		1146						LN		45		5		false		           5      to store energy so that it can be redistributed				false

		1147						LN		45		6		false		           6      during critical periods.  Our union workforce, our				false

		1148						LN		45		7		false		           7      union members are proud to have a role in securing				false

		1149						LN		45		8		false		           8      the prosperous energy future for our communities.				false

		1150						LN		45		9		false		           9      Thank you.				false

		1151						LN		45		10		false		          10                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.				false

		1152						LN		45		11		false		          11                        MS. BARKER:  Lisa Stuurmans.				false

		1153						LN		45		12		false		          12                        ALJ GERARD:  And just a quick				false

		1154						LN		45		13		false		          13      reminder:  Before you begin, go ahead and spell your				false

		1155						LN		45		14		false		          14      name, just so I don't have to interrupt your flow,				false

		1156						LN		45		15		false		          15      please.				false

		1157						LN		45		16		false		          16                        LISA STUURMANS:  Good evening.				false

		1158						LN		45		17		false		          17      Lisa Stuurmans.  L-i-s-a S-t-u-u-r-m-a-n-s.				false

		1159						LN		45		18		false		          18          I'm an IBEW electrician.  I live here in				false

		1160						LN		45		19		false		          19      Sedro-Woolley as a resident.  And I wanted to speak				false

		1161						LN		45		20		false		          20      tonight in favor of constructing this facility using				false

		1162						LN		45		21		false		          21      skilled crafts workers with family-wage jobs.				false

		1163						LN		45		22		false		          22          It's not often enough that we have construction				false

		1164						LN		45		23		false		          23      projects this size here in Skagit County where				false

		1165						LN		45		24		false		          24      electricians like me can work so close to home.				false

		1166						LN		45		25		false		          25          Thank you for the opportunity to speak.				false

		1167						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1168						LN		46		1		false		           1                        MS. BARKER:  Matt Phillips.				false

		1169						LN		46		2		false		           2                        MATT PHILLIPS:  Matt, M-a-t-t,				false

		1170						LN		46		3		false		           3      Phillips, P-h-i-l-l-i-p-s.				false

		1171						LN		46		4		false		           4          I live here locally with my family.  I have				false

		1172						LN		46		5		false		           5      school-age children, own a local business, and have a				false

		1173						LN		46		6		false		           6      13-year career in public safety as a firefighter here				false

		1174						LN		46		7		false		           7      in Washington.  I love the neighborhood feeling and				false

		1175						LN		46		8		false		           8      community-focused lifestyle we have here in				false

		1176						LN		46		9		false		           9      Sedro-Woolley, the abundant wildlife, outstanding				false

		1177						LN		46		10		false		          10      scenery, et cetera.				false

		1178						LN		46		11		false		          11          I'm going to blast through this, so bear with me.				false

		1179						LN		46		12		false		          12      I'm here today to strongly oppose the proposed 800				false

		1180						LN		46		13		false		          13      megawatt hour battery energy storage system in our				false

		1181						LN		46		14		false		          14      town due to the significant impact to our community's				false

		1182						LN		46		15		false		          15      health, safety, and general welfare.				false

		1183						LN		46		16		false		          16          In my line of work, current industry standard is				false

		1184						LN		46		17		false		          17      to anticipate we may need 10,000 gallons of water to				false

		1185						LN		46		18		false		          18      mitigate a single electric vehicle fire.  My research				false

		1186						LN		46		19		false		          19      from TESLA indicates a single EV can hold 50 to a				false

		1187						LN		46		20		false		          20      hundred kilowatt hours of energy.  Assuming the lower				false

		1188						LN		46		21		false		          21      amount of 50 kilowatt hours, we compare that to --				false

		1189						LN		46		22		false		          22      take a quarter of the site that's being projected, of				false

		1190						LN		46		23		false		          23      the BESS site -- I'll skip all the math here --				false

		1191						LN		46		24		false		          24      equals to about 4,000 EVs, a quarter of this site.				false

		1192						LN		46		25		false		          25      So if we had 4,000 EVs on fire, at 10,000 gallons per				false

		1193						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1194						LN		47		1		false		           1      each, we would need 40 million gallons of water.				false

		1195						LN		47		2		false		           2          The point here is to highlight the enormous scale				false

		1196						LN		47		3		false		           3      of this facility.  The runoff would threaten the				false

		1197						LN		47		4		false		           4      Skagit River.  This size facility doesn't belong in				false

		1198						LN		47		5		false		           5      Sedro-Woolley.  The energy industry downplays the				false

		1199						LN		47		6		false		           6      occurrences of these fires, probably because it would				false

		1200						LN		47		7		false		           7      negatively affect profits.  But these fires do happen				false

		1201						LN		47		8		false		           8      and keep occurring regularly, even with modern				false

		1202						LN		47		9		false		           9      equipment and technology and today's leading safety				false

		1203						LN		47		10		false		          10      metrics like the ones promised here by Goldeneye.				false

		1204						LN		47		11		false		          11          July 18th, just less than a month ago, Santa Ana,				false

		1205						LN		47		12		false		          12      California, battery storage facility prompted				false

		1206						LN		47		13		false		          13      evacuation, required 60 firefighters, under				false

		1207						LN		47		14		false		          14      investigation.  May 20th, just a couple months ago,				false

		1208						LN		47		15		false		          15      San Diego, California, Gateway energy storage				false

		1209						LN		47		16		false		          16      facility.  Smaller than ours, 250 megawatt-hour				false

		1210						LN		47		17		false		          17      facility.  Involved in a fire.  Water was pumped into				false

		1211						LN		47		18		false		          18      the building suppression system to extinguish it.				false

		1212						LN		47		19		false		          19      They put a 650-foot barrier around for 22 hours with				false

		1213						LN		47		20		false		          20      air monitoring equipment from drones and robots.  An				false

		1214						LN		47		21		false		          21      evacuation warning in a half mile around the area.				false

		1215						LN		47		22		false		          22      And they stayed on the fire for 17 days because it				false

		1216						LN		47		23		false		          23      reignited.  I've got six more here.				false

		1217						LN		47		24		false		          24                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1218						LN		47		25		false		          25      Mr. Phillips.  (Unintelligible.)				false

		1219						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1220						LN		48		1		false		           1                               (Applause.)				false

		1221						LN		48		2		false		           2				false

		1222						LN		48		3		false		           3                        MS. BARKER:  James Delay.				false

		1223						LN		48		4		false		           4                        ALJ GERARD:  James Delay?  Are you				false

		1224						LN		48		5		false		           5      present?				false

		1225						LN		48		6		false		           6                        JAMES DELAY:  I'm online.  Can you				false

		1226						LN		48		7		false		           7      hear me?				false

		1227						LN		48		8		false		           8                        ALJ GERARD:  We can.  Thank you.				false

		1228						LN		48		9		false		           9                        JAMES DELAY:  My name's James				false

		1229						LN		48		10		false		          10      Delay.  Spelling:  J-a-m-e-s D-e-l-a-y.				false

		1230						LN		48		11		false		          11          In short, what the fireman just said is totally				false

		1231						LN		48		12		false		          12      true.  BESS fires are a lot more -- they happen a lot				false

		1232						LN		48		13		false		          13      more often than what the developers say.  His				false

		1233						LN		48		14		false		          14      estimates of the amount of water required were also				false

		1234						LN		48		15		false		          15      accurate.  The Otay Mesa BESS fire that he referenced				false

		1235						LN		48		16		false		          16      is the second fire back in May.  Used almost 20				false

		1236						LN		48		17		false		          17      million gallons of water to try to control.				false

		1237						LN		48		18		false		          18          And my biggest concern with this location is that				false

		1238						LN		48		19		false		          19      it's right next to Hansen Creek, which goes into				false

		1239						LN		48		20		false		          20      Skagit, and also its proximity to downtown				false

		1240						LN		48		21		false		          21      Sedro-Woolley.  If you have to evacuate, generally				false

		1241						LN		48		22		false		          22      most BESS fires have a -- both an evacuation zone and				false

		1242						LN		48		23		false		          23      also a shelter-in-place zone.  The average is about a				false

		1243						LN		48		24		false		          24      mile and a half to two miles for evacuations, and				false

		1244						LN		48		25		false		          25      then the shelter in place is usually out to five				false

		1245						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1246						LN		49		1		false		           1      miles.				false

		1247						LN		49		2		false		           2          We have seen, depending on locations, where the				false

		1248						LN		49		3		false		           3      shelter-in-place orders have been placed as far as				false

		1249						LN		49		4		false		           4      seven miles out because of the way the wind goes				false

		1250						LN		49		5		false		           5      through.  There was a fire in Melba, Idaho, where				false

		1251						LN		49		6		false		           6      they evacuated everybody, and the BESS developer who				false

		1252						LN		49		7		false		           7      was building the BESS -- and they actually had just				false

		1253						LN		49		8		false		           8      plugged it in for the very first time at the Melba,				false

		1254						LN		49		9		false		           9      Idaho, fire just to see, you know, if everything was				false

		1255						LN		49		10		false		          10      working, and it then ignited and caught fire.				false

		1256						LN		49		11		false		          11          The developer actually had a contingency plan or				false

		1257						LN		49		12		false		          12      financial responsibility agreement that basically had				false

		1258						LN		49		13		false		          13      them pay for everybody that was evacuated, and the				false

		1259						LN		49		14		false		          14      fire ended up burning for five days.  Everybody who				false

		1260						LN		49		15		false		          15      was evacuated needed to be put up in hotels.				false

		1261						LN		49		16		false		          16          Going back to the most recent -- the -- the fire				false

		1262						LN		49		17		false		          17      in Otay Mesa, imagine having to evacuate everybody in				false

		1263						LN		49		18		false		          18      downtown Sedro-Woolley for two weeks.  And where are				false

		1264						LN		49		19		false		          19      they going to go?  Where is the financial				false

		1265						LN		49		20		false		          20      responsibility for the cleanup of all the				false

		1266						LN		49		21		false		          21      contamination of everything that comes out of				false

		1267						LN		49		22		false		          22      lithium, you know, battery fires?  And the list of				false

		1268						LN		49		23		false		          23      that stuff is exhaustive.  Thank you.				false

		1269						LN		49		24		false		          24                               (Applause.)				false

		1270						LN		49		25		false		          25      ////				false

		1271						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1272						LN		50		1		false		           1                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Delay.				false

		1273						LN		50		2		false		           2                        MS. BARKER:  Kathy Sutton.				false

		1274						LN		50		3		false		           3                        KATHY SUTTON:  Kathy Sutton.				false

		1275						LN		50		4		false		           4      K-a-t-h-y S-u-t-t-o-n.  That better?  Thank you.				false

		1276						LN		50		5		false		           5          I was going to talk also about the San Diego fire				false

		1277						LN		50		6		false		           6      recently.  I think one thing that Matt may have				false

		1278						LN		50		7		false		           7      mentioned but I missed was that not only did it take				false

		1279						LN		50		8		false		           8      almost 24 hours to contain it; it reignited itself				false

		1280						LN		50		9		false		           9      twice within the next two days, and then it went				false

		1281						LN		50		10		false		          10      further to contain it.  People were evacuated for two				false

		1282						LN		50		11		false		          11      weeks.  The evacuation had gone off and then been				false

		1283						LN		50		12		false		          12      reinstated.  Plus what I read also is that there was				false

		1284						LN		50		13		false		          13      hydrogen fluoride released into the air up to 600				false

		1285						LN		50		14		false		          14      feet away from the site.				false

		1286						LN		50		15		false		          15          My concerns are local as well:  Environmental for				false

		1287						LN		50		16		false		          16      the -- the land, the animals, but also the children				false

		1288						LN		50		17		false		          17      and the people's homes.  Within a few miles as the				false

		1289						LN		50		18		false		          18      crow flies up the site, we have Sedro-Woolley High				false

		1290						LN		50		19		false		          19      School, State Street High School, at least four				false

		1291						LN		50		20		false		          20      elementary schools.  We have Cascade Middle School,				false

		1292						LN		50		21		false		          21      Riverfront Park with baseball fields.  We have				false

		1293						LN		50		22		false		          22      Janicki baseball fields, Sedro-Woolley downtown area,				false

		1294						LN		50		23		false		          23      residential areas, Hansen Creek, Skagit River, Judy				false

		1295						LN		50		24		false		          24      Reservoir, which services -- stores PUD water to				false

		1296						LN		50		25		false		          25      service a lot of Skagit County and beyond.				false

		1297						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1298						LN		51		1		false		           1          So worst-case scenario, of course, if there is a				false

		1299						LN		51		2		false		           2      thermal runaway, it could be big bad.  Where is the				false

		1300						LN		51		3		false		           3      20 million gallons of water going to come from to				false

		1301						LN		51		4		false		           4      serve that, and then where is it going to outflow to?				false

		1302						LN		51		5		false		           5      To the river, to the creek, to the soil.  You know,				false

		1303						LN		51		6		false		           6      that's going to be massive to clean up.				false

		1304						LN		51		7		false		           7          Again, our fire personnel, we don't want to				false

		1305						LN		51		8		false		           8      jeopardize them.  APS, Arizona.  Eight firemen were				false

		1306						LN		51		9		false		           9      seriously injured, four of which were hospitalized				false

		1307						LN		51		10		false		          10      for chemical burns, when they had an explosion down				false

		1308						LN		51		11		false		          11      there.  I believe it was 2019.  So a lot of risk.				false

		1309						LN		51		12		false		          12          Benefit?  Maybe.  I don't know.  But a lot of				false

		1310						LN		51		13		false		          13      risk to our community, our environment, and our				false

		1311						LN		51		14		false		          14      children.  So thank you.				false

		1312						LN		51		15		false		          15                               (Applause.)				false

		1313						LN		51		16		false		          16				false

		1314						LN		51		17		false		          17                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Sutton.				false

		1315						LN		51		18		false		          18                        MS. BARKER:  Suzanne Rohner.				false

		1316						LN		51		19		false		          19                        SUZANNE ROHNER:  Suzanne Rohner.				false

		1317						LN		51		20		false		          20      S-u-z-a-n-n-e R-o-h-n-e-r.				false

		1318						LN		51		21		false		          21          I have -- I want to echo the concerns that				false

		1319						LN		51		22		false		          22      Commissioner Janicki had about using ag land.  We				false

		1320						LN		51		23		false		          23      need to eat.  I also want to know who approached who.				false

		1321						LN		51		24		false		          24      Did EFSEC come to the community, or did the community				false

		1322						LN		51		25		false		          25      go to EFSEC?  Who started the ball rolling on this?				false

		1323						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1324						LN		52		1		false		           1          I was looking up for lithium fires today on the				false

		1325						LN		52		2		false		           2      Internet.  On August 12th, in Dutch Harbor, a				false

		1326						LN		52		3		false		           3      container ship on a Yang Ming Wok (phonetic) ship				false

		1327						LN		52		4		false		           4      exploded.  It was loaded with lithium batteries.				false

		1328						LN		52		5		false		           5      They had to pump the hold full of carbon dioxide and				false

		1329						LN		52		6		false		           6      seal the hold off to put the fire out.				false

		1330						LN		52		7		false		           7          Also, questions on decommission.  What is the				false

		1331						LN		52		8		false		           8      longevity of one of these systems?  And what is the				false

		1332						LN		52		9		false		           9      environmental impact of the mining of rare-earth				false

		1333						LN		52		10		false		          10      minerals to get the lithium batteries and the				false

		1334						LN		52		11		false		          11      disposal of those batteries?  What's the entire				false

		1335						LN		52		12		false		          12      environmental impact with that?				false

		1336						LN		52		13		false		          13          And the other thing that really kind of chilled				false

		1337						LN		52		14		false		          14      me was the statement that the final decision -- and				false

		1338						LN		52		15		false		          15      I'm kind of unclear on whose final decision, whether				false

		1339						LN		52		16		false		          16      it's EFSEC or not -- but the final decision preempts				false

		1340						LN		52		17		false		          17      other state and local decisions.  And that sounds				false

		1341						LN		52		18		false		          18      like somebody's giving up control, and it doesn't sit				false

		1342						LN		52		19		false		          19      well with me.				false

		1343						LN		52		20		false		          20                               (Applause.)				false

		1344						LN		52		21		false		          21				false

		1345						LN		52		22		false		          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Rohner.				false

		1346						LN		52		23		false		          23                        MS. BARKER:  Ethan Pfahl.				false

		1347						LN		52		24		false		          24                        ETHAN PFAHL:  It's Ethan Pfahl,				false

		1348						LN		52		25		false		          25      P-h-a-h-l.				false

		1349						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1350						LN		53		1		false		           1          Good evening, Council.  My name is Ethan.  I work				false

		1351						LN		53		2		false		           2      for LiUNA Local 292.  I represent approximately 1300				false

		1352						LN		53		3		false		           3      construction craft laborers, including those who live				false

		1353						LN		53		4		false		           4      and work in Sedro-Woolley.  The Goldeneye energy				false

		1354						LN		53		5		false		           5      project will be the gold standard for all projects in				false

		1355						LN		53		6		false		           6      Skagit and surrounding counties.  This project is a				false

		1356						LN		53		7		false		           7      step in the right direction, pushing us towards a				false

		1357						LN		53		8		false		           8      clean energy transition.  Goldeneye will meet all the				false

		1358						LN		53		9		false		           9      State's new mandates for clean energy while				false

		1359						LN		53		10		false		          10      simultaneously providing a hundred, approximately,				false

		1360						LN		53		11		false		          11      good-paying jobs with benefits for the men and women				false

		1361						LN		53		12		false		          12      building this landmark project.				false

		1362						LN		53		13		false		          13          The Goldeneye project will help limit the				false

		1363						LN		53		14		false		          14      ever-growing burden of stressing the grid.  Goldeneye				false

		1364						LN		53		15		false		          15      will also assist the growing demands of all -- of an				false

		1365						LN		53		16		false		          16      increasing population, the severe weather storms				false

		1366						LN		53		17		false		          17      which leave families without power for many days.  I				false

		1367						LN		53		18		false		          18      understand everybody's safety concerns, but that's				false

		1368						LN		53		19		false		          19      why there's committees like you guys to uphold those				false

		1369						LN		53		20		false		          20      safety concerns.  In general, labor supports the				false

		1370						LN		53		21		false		          21      Goldeneye project.  Thank you.				false

		1371						LN		53		22		false		          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Pfahl.				false

		1372						LN		53		23		false		          23                        MS. BARKER:  Val Mullen.				false

		1373						LN		53		24		false		          24                        VAL MULLEN:  I'm Val Mullen.  V-a-l				false

		1374						LN		53		25		false		          25      M-u-l-l-e-n.  I live 15 minutes from this project.				false
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		1376						LN		54		1		false		           1      And I'm actually opposed to the project, but it				false

		1377						LN		54		2		false		           2      sounds like it might already be a done deal.				false

		1378						LN		54		3		false		           3          I also want to know the life of the project.  And				false

		1379						LN		54		4		false		           4      I'm concerned about the parcels that are zoned				false

		1380						LN		54		5		false		           5      agricultural, natural resources.  Why are we able to				false

		1381						LN		54		6		false		           6      do that in these zoned areas?  If I wanted to do				false

		1382						LN		54		7		false		           7      something like that, I'm sure I would be shot down				false

		1383						LN		54		8		false		           8      immediately.				false

		1384						LN		54		9		false		           9          The project is near population -- a very				false

		1385						LN		54		10		false		          10      populated park, the Skagit River, Hansen Creek.  None				false

		1386						LN		54		11		false		          11      of these are really compatible with a lithium-ion				false

		1387						LN		54		12		false		          12      battery.				false

		1388						LN		54		13		false		          13          And I noticed on one of the maps that you showed,				false

		1389						LN		54		14		false		          14      none of these projects are in Seattle or Everett or				false

		1390						LN		54		15		false		          15      in the populated areas.  Why are we just in the rural				false

		1391						LN		54		16		false		          16      areas that are hosting these projects?				false

		1392						LN		54		17		false		          17          The batteries are not recyclable.  They're				false

		1393						LN		54		18		false		          18      expensive to manufacture.  The mining for the lithium				false

		1394						LN		54		19		false		          19      destroys land, ecosystems, pollutes water, pollutes				false

		1395						LN		54		20		false		          20      air.  The extraction depletes the water needed by				false

		1396						LN		54		21		false		          21      agricultural and homeowners.  And extreme cold can				false

		1397						LN		54		22		false		          22      damage these batteries.				false

		1398						LN		54		23		false		          23          So I have a opposition to this, but I'm just				false

		1399						LN		54		24		false		          24      wondering how much impact our statements have on				false

		1400						LN		54		25		false		          25      this.  Thank you.				false
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		1402						LN		55		1		false		           1                               (Applause.)				false

		1403						LN		55		2		false		           2				false

		1404						LN		55		3		false		           3                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Mullen.				false

		1405						LN		55		4		false		           4                        MS. BARKER:  Bonnie Helms.				false

		1406						LN		55		5		false		           5                        BONNIE HELMS:  Hi.  Do you need me				false

		1407						LN		55		6		false		           6      to spell my name?				false

		1408						LN		55		7		false		           7                        ALJ GERARD:  Yes, please.				false

		1409						LN		55		8		false		           8                        BONNIE HELMS:  You need me to spell				false

		1410						LN		55		9		false		           9      my name?  B-o-n-n-i-e H-e-l-m-s.				false

		1411						LN		55		10		false		          10          So I did like that you talked about the				false

		1412						LN		55		11		false		          11      legislative mandates.  I kind of wanted to talk about				false

		1413						LN		55		12		false		          12      that.  EFSEC has been an independent agency hardly				false

		1414						LN		55		13		false		          13      longer than any rules or regulations for siting a				false

		1415						LN		55		14		false		          14      BESS have existed.  2022, House Bill 1812, as I				false

		1416						LN		55		15		false		          15      understand it, enabled you to streamline green energy				false

		1417						LN		55		16		false		          16      projects to meet net-zero policy goals of the				false

		1418						LN		55		17		false		          17      outgoing governor.  I hope Council's taking due				false

		1419						LN		55		18		false		          18      process and adequate time investigating these				false

		1420						LN		55		19		false		          19      projects and their justifications and involving NEPA				false

		1421						LN		55		20		false		          20      when required.				false

		1422						LN		55		21		false		          21          SCOTUS's decision on Chevron deference should be				false

		1423						LN		55		22		false		          22      considered in your upcoming expedited rule-making				false

		1424						LN		55		23		false		          23      that public comment closes on on September 24th.				false

		1425						LN		55		24		false		          24      There are many reasons to postpone a decision or				false

		1426						LN		55		25		false		          25      demand an EIS.  I'd refer you to the cities of				false
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		1428						LN		56		1		false		           1      Covington and Black Diamond's councils, who both				false

		1429						LN		56		2		false		           2      placed moratoriums on BESS to allow for further				false

		1430						LN		56		3		false		           3      investigation of things like evacuation plans, plume				false

		1431						LN		56		4		false		           4      studies, firefighting ability, and more.  There's a				false

		1432						LN		56		5		false		           5      lot of info available that shows lithium-based				false

		1433						LN		56		6		false		           6      batteries pose many risks to the environment and				false

		1434						LN		56		7		false		           7      community, all while alternative technology is				false

		1435						LN		56		8		false		           8      available.  Data center demand is not a valid				false

		1436						LN		56		9		false		           9      justification in my mind.  Find for a determination				false

		1437						LN		56		10		false		          10      of significance, and obtain a third-party EIS, and do				false

		1438						LN		56		11		false		          11      a NEPA review especially if any of this energy is				false

		1439						LN		56		12		false		          12      being exported out of state.  Thanks.				false

		1440						LN		56		13		false		          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Helms.				false

		1441						LN		56		14		false		          14                               (Applause.)				false

		1442						LN		56		15		false		          15				false

		1443						LN		56		16		false		          16                        MS. BARKER:  Ernesto Avelar.				false

		1444						LN		56		17		false		          17                        ALJ GERARD:  Do we have Ernesto				false

		1445						LN		56		18		false		          18      Avelar either in person or online?				false

		1446						LN		56		19		false		          19                        ERNESTO AVELAR:  Yeah, I'm online.				false

		1447						LN		56		20		false		          20      Can you hear me?				false

		1448						LN		56		21		false		          21                        ALJ GERARD:  I can.  Go ahead and				false

		1449						LN		56		22		false		          22      spell your name, and make your comments, please.				false

		1450						LN		56		23		false		          23      Thank you, sir.				false

		1451						LN		56		24		false		          24                        ERNESTO AVELAR:  My name is Ernesto				false

		1452						LN		56		25		false		          25      Avelar.  E-r-n-e-s-t-o A-v-e-l-a-r.				false
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		1454						LN		57		1		false		           1          I am the director of policy and regulatory				false

		1455						LN		57		2		false		           2      affairs affiliated with the Laborers International				false

		1456						LN		57		3		false		           3      Union of North America in the Northwest Region.  We				false

		1457						LN		57		4		false		           4      work directly with the Washington and Northern Idaho				false

		1458						LN		57		5		false		           5      District Council of Laborers and Laborers Local 292				false

		1459						LN		57		6		false		           6      that covers the area in which the project is being				false

		1460						LN		57		7		false		           7      proposed.  We wanted to thank Chair Drew, the				false

		1461						LN		57		8		false		           8      Council, and its staff for allowing us to participate				false

		1462						LN		57		9		false		           9      this evening to voice our support of the Goldeneye				false

		1463						LN		57		10		false		          10      energy storage project.				false

		1464						LN		57		11		false		          11          As Washingtonians continue its commitments to a				false

		1465						LN		57		12		false		          12      clean energy transaction in efforts to meet the				false

		1466						LN		57		13		false		          13      State's mandates to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,				false

		1467						LN		57		14		false		          14      the Goldeneye project will play an important role not				false

		1468						LN		57		15		false		          15      only in the build-out of the infrastructure, which				false

		1469						LN		57		16		false		          16      will provide support and stability to the system				false

		1470						LN		57		17		false		          17      while providing energy security for our local				false

		1471						LN		57		18		false		          18      communities during extreme weather events.				false

		1472						LN		57		19		false		          19          In addition to the added energy system stability,				false

		1473						LN		57		20		false		          20      the local economic benefits that Goldeneye is				false

		1474						LN		57		21		false		          21      investing by creating a hundred good-paying				false

		1475						LN		57		22		false		          22      family-wage jobs, that will be built by a trained and				false

		1476						LN		57		23		false		          23      skilled workforce which includes a commitment to				false

		1477						LN		57		24		false		          24      utilizing registered apprenticeship programs and				false

		1478						LN		57		25		false		          25      ensuring a dependable -- the dependability of a clean				false
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		1480						LN		58		1		false		           1      energy future.				false

		1481						LN		58		2		false		           2          The LiUNA Northwest Region commends the developer				false

		1482						LN		58		3		false		           3      for its work on this project to ensure an equitable				false

		1483						LN		58		4		false		           4      and just transition, its investment to the				false

		1484						LN		58		5		false		           5      development of a locally trained and skilled				false

		1485						LN		58		6		false		           6      workforce of the community.  We ask the commission to				false

		1486						LN		58		7		false		           7      approve this project.  And we thank you in advance				false

		1487						LN		58		8		false		           8      for your time and consideration.  Thank you.				false

		1488						LN		58		9		false		           9                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Avelar.				false

		1489						LN		58		10		false		          10          Please next.				false

		1490						LN		58		11		false		          11                        MS. BARKER:  Connie Miller.				false

		1491						LN		58		12		false		          12                        CONNIE MILLER:  Good evening.  My				false

		1492						LN		58		13		false		          13      name is Connie Miller.  C-o-n-n-i-e M-i-l-l-e-r.				false

		1493						LN		58		14		false		          14          I really don't have a lot of comments.  I'm new				false

		1494						LN		58		15		false		          15      to this process.  This is my first exposure to BESS.				false

		1495						LN		58		16		false		          16      And so I really have a lot of questions.  I				false

		1496						LN		58		17		false		          17      understand you may not be able to answer them.  But				false

		1497						LN		58		18		false		          18      I'd like to note my questions for the record.				false

		1498						LN		58		19		false		          19          So my first question really is about who owns				false

		1499						LN		58		20		false		          20      this project.  Is Goldeneye owned by the developer,				false

		1500						LN		58		21		false		          21      and will they maintain ownership as they operate the				false

		1501						LN		58		22		false		          22      facility?  I understand that they build and operate,				false

		1502						LN		58		23		false		          23      but it wasn't clear who actually owns the facility.				false

		1503						LN		58		24		false		          24          What's -- my other question is, what supplies the				false

		1504						LN		58		25		false		          25      energy that is actually stored?  Is that existing				false
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		1506						LN		59		1		false		           1      energy through, you know, our dams, our other				false

		1507						LN		59		2		false		           2      sources, or will there be new energy sources to				false

		1508						LN		59		3		false		           3      create that energy that then will be stored at BESS?				false

		1509						LN		59		4		false		           4          And then since this is an unmanned location and				false

		1510						LN		59		5		false		           5      although it's great we might have jobs for the				false

		1511						LN		59		6		false		           6      construction of the project, there's no long-term				false

		1512						LN		59		7		false		           7      jobs here, from what I understand.  Who determines				false

		1513						LN		59		8		false		           8      when that energy is released?  That's a question I				false

		1514						LN		59		9		false		           9      have.  Is that energy released to Puget Sound Energy,				false

		1515						LN		59		10		false		          10      and is it therefore sold to them?  And then who				false

		1516						LN		59		11		false		          11      receives the benefit and the profits of that energy				false

		1517						LN		59		12		false		          12      sale?				false

		1518						LN		59		13		false		          13          So I just don't understand the whole ecosystem of				false

		1519						LN		59		14		false		          14      how that actually works.  But those are some				false

		1520						LN		59		15		false		          15      questions I had.  I'm also concerned about the				false

		1521						LN		59		16		false		          16      lithium-ion battery storage.  I'm wondering if other				false

		1522						LN		59		17		false		          17      options were considered, like lithium phosphate,				false

		1523						LN		59		18		false		          18      nickel, salt, or even new technology recently				false

		1524						LN		59		19		false		          19      announced by Samsung using solid-state for storage.				false

		1525						LN		59		20		false		          20          So I will follow up with some information you				false

		1526						LN		59		21		false		          21      provided to see if I can get answers to these				false

		1527						LN		59		22		false		          22      questions.  Thank you.				false

		1528						LN		59		23		false		          23                               (Applause.)				false

		1529						LN		59		24		false		          24				false

		1530						LN		59		25		false		          25                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Miller.				false
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		1532						LN		60		1		false		           1                        MS. BARKER:  Sally Carlson.				false

		1533						LN		60		2		false		           2                        SALLY CARLSON:  S-a-l-l-y				false

		1534						LN		60		3		false		           3      C-a-r-l-s-o-n.  Thank you.				false

		1535						LN		60		4		false		           4          I'm wondering -- I'm concerned about a meltdown,				false

		1536						LN		60		5		false		           5      which it's not a matter of if it will happen.  It's				false

		1537						LN		60		6		false		           6      when it will happen.  And this --				false

		1538						LN		60		7		false		           7                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Exactly.				false

		1539						LN		60		8		false		           8                        SALLY CARLSON:  -- project is going				false

		1540						LN		60		9		false		           9      to be sitting practically right on top of a mobile				false

		1541						LN		60		10		false		          10      home park with a lot of people who are on very fixed				false

		1542						LN		60		11		false		          11      incomes.  They're not prepared for being housed in a				false

		1543						LN		60		12		false		          12      hotel for two weeks or -- there's -- they don't have				false

		1544						LN		60		13		false		          13      the resources for that.				false

		1545						LN		60		14		false		          14          So who would pay for that?  You?  You guys?  Or				false

		1546						LN		60		15		false		          15      is that on PSE's plate?				false

		1547						LN		60		16		false		          16          That's all I have to say.  Environmentally, bad				false

		1548						LN		60		17		false		          17      decision.				false

		1549						LN		60		18		false		          18                               (Applause.)				false

		1550						LN		60		19		false		          19				false

		1551						LN		60		20		false		          20                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1552						LN		60		21		false		          21      Ms. Carlson.				false

		1553						LN		60		22		false		          22          Who's next?				false

		1554						LN		60		23		false		          23                        MS. BARKER:  Beverly Laudermilk.				false

		1555						LN		60		24		false		          24                        BEVERLY LAUDERMILK:  The story of				false

		1556						LN		60		25		false		          25      my life.  Beverly, B-e-v-e-r-l-y, Laudermilk,				false
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		1558						LN		61		1		false		           1      L-a-u-d-e-r-m-i-l-k.				false

		1559						LN		61		2		false		           2          Thank you for this opportunity for us to speak				false

		1560						LN		61		3		false		           3      and have our input.  When there's -- we have a				false

		1561						LN		61		4		false		           4      problem, obviously, where as -- we have a problem,				false

		1562						LN		61		5		false		           5      obviously, as just a state.  We're making the				false

		1563						LN		61		6		false		           6      decision to get off of fossil fuels as quickly as we				false

		1564						LN		61		7		false		           7      can for the sake of our environment, for the sake of				false

		1565						LN		61		8		false		           8      our waters and our air.  And I just find it a problem				false

		1566						LN		61		9		false		           9      that our solution can involve a thermal runaway that				false

		1567						LN		61		10		false		          10      may cause pollution in our rivers, in our air, and				false

		1568						LN		61		11		false		          11      it'll affect the environment, our children, the				false

		1569						LN		61		12		false		          12      animals around us.				false

		1570						LN		61		13		false		          13          The gases that are produced by these batteries,				false

		1571						LN		61		14		false		          14      which my understanding is that when one has a				false

		1572						LN		61		15		false		          15      problem, it immediately causes an ongoing effect;				false

		1573						LN		61		16		false		          16      like Sally said, a meltdown.  Skin burns, lung				false

		1574						LN		61		17		false		          17      damage, possible systemic issues.				false

		1575						LN		61		18		false		          18          And I don't think this is a good plan.  If we				false

		1576						LN		61		19		false		          19      have a problem, we need a solution.  We don't need				false

		1577						LN		61		20		false		          20      more problems being caused by the solution.  And				false

		1578						LN		61		21		false		          21      why -- why Mr. -- I can't -- I can't see your name.				false

		1579						LN		61		22		false		          22      You said these things don't happen, they're --				false

		1580						LN		61		23		false		          23      they're better now.  They are happening.  And there's				false

		1581						LN		61		24		false		          24      no guarantee that they won't happen.  And you're only				false

		1582						LN		61		25		false		          25      going to have -- you're not going to have anybody				false

		1583						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1584						LN		62		1		false		           1      manning them.  That just doesn't make good sense.				false

		1585						LN		62		2		false		           2      This is the community that needs this land and this				false

		1586						LN		62		3		false		           3      water.  We need to protect our Earth.				false

		1587						LN		62		4		false		           4                               (Applause.)				false

		1588						LN		62		5		false		           5				false

		1589						LN		62		6		false		           6                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1590						LN		62		7		false		           7      Ms. Laudermilk.				false

		1591						LN		62		8		false		           8          Next, please.				false

		1592						LN		62		9		false		           9                        MS. BARKER:  Derek Maloney.				false

		1593						LN		62		10		false		          10                        DEREK MALONEY:  Yeah, my name's				false

		1594						LN		62		11		false		          11      Derek Maloney.  D-e-r-e-k M-a-l-o-n-e-y.  I'm an IBEW				false

		1595						LN		62		12		false		          12      member.  I support this project.				false

		1596						LN		62		13		false		          13          Some quick research.  I found a report here from				false

		1597						LN		62		14		false		          14      EPRI that says that the rate of failure incidents				false

		1598						LN		62		15		false		          15      fell 97 percent between 2018 and 2023.  As technology				false

		1599						LN		62		16		false		          16      evolves, you know, there are risks obviously.				false

		1600						LN		62		17		false		          17      Everything that we do involves some sort of risk.				false

		1601						LN		62		18		false		          18      And, you know, we know that we have a problem with				false

		1602						LN		62		19		false		          19      green energy, and part of that problem is storage.				false

		1603						LN		62		20		false		          20          We need to create the storage somewhere.  It has				false

		1604						LN		62		21		false		          21      to be close to substations in order for it to work.				false

		1605						LN		62		22		false		          22      So I support this project.  Thank you.				false

		1606						LN		62		23		false		          23                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1607						LN		62		24		false		          24      Mr. Maloney.				false

		1608						LN		62		25		false		          25          Next, please.				false

		1609						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1610						LN		63		1		false		           1                        DEREK MALONEY:  (Unintelligible.)				false

		1611						LN		63		2		false		           2                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.				false

		1612						LN		63		3		false		           3                        MS. BARKER:  Jack Moore.				false

		1613						LN		63		4		false		           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Jack Moore, are you				false

		1614						LN		63		5		false		           5      either in person or online?  If so, go ahead and				false

		1615						LN		63		6		false		           6      speak up, please.				false

		1616						LN		63		7		false		           7          Let's go ahead and move on, please.				false

		1617						LN		63		8		false		           8                        MS. BARKER:  Keith Weir.				false

		1618						LN		63		9		false		           9                        KEITH WEIR:  Good evening, Chair				false

		1619						LN		63		10		false		          10      Drew, members of the community.  Can everybody hear				false

		1620						LN		63		11		false		          11      me?				false

		1621						LN		63		12		false		          12                        ALJ GERARD:  We can.  Thank you.				false

		1622						LN		63		13		false		          13                        KEITH WEIR:  Okay.  My name is				false

		1623						LN		63		14		false		          14      Keith Weir.  Spelling is K-e-i-t-h W-e-i-r.  I am				false

		1624						LN		63		15		false		          15      also an IBEW member; however, from the southern				false

		1625						LN		63		16		false		          16      local -- IBEW Local 46 -- representing four counties,				false

		1626						LN		63		17		false		          17      over 6,200 trained, skilled, licensed electricians				false

		1627						LN		63		18		false		          18      and apprentices that will be ensuring that this work				false

		1628						LN		63		19		false		          19      is put in safely, appropriately, and properly.				false

		1629						LN		63		20		false		          20          Many mentions.  I could go over everything				false

		1630						LN		63		21		false		          21      that -- the grid, right?  We are trying to save our				false

		1631						LN		63		22		false		          22      planet, save our environment.  I'm hearing				false

		1632						LN		63		23		false		          23      everybody's concerns.  That's why there are these				false

		1633						LN		63		24		false		          24      processes for everybody to be heard.				false

		1634						LN		63		25		false		          25          The work that we've done in the past several				false

		1635						PG		64		0		false		page 64				false

		1636						LN		64		1		false		           1      years around resiliency for communities rely on				false

		1637						LN		64		2		false		           2      backup storage.  So when we do have a cataclysmic				false

		1638						LN		64		3		false		           3      climate event and power goes down and there is no				false

		1639						LN		64		4		false		           4      backup available, I've heard people mention the				false

		1640						LN		64		5		false		           5      schools and people who can least afford it and -- and				false

		1641						LN		64		6		false		           6      colleges and all these other -- nursing homes.  And				false

		1642						LN		64		7		false		           7      this is what this is all about helping to provide				false

		1643						LN		64		8		false		           8      power for.  This is one -- one leg of the stool to				false

		1644						LN		64		9		false		           9      try and mitigate what is coming in an impending				false

		1645						LN		64		10		false		          10      climate-related incident.				false

		1646						LN		64		11		false		          11          So please consider that, right?  This is an				false

		1647						LN		64		12		false		          12      answer.  It is available.  It can be done safely.  We				false

		1648						LN		64		13		false		          13      can all work together to make it work and ensure that				false

		1649						LN		64		14		false		          14      the community benefits, its done appropriately and				false

		1650						LN		64		15		false		          15      safely, and that everybody -- Heaven forbid that				false

		1651						LN		64		16		false		          16      climate event does come -- we will be much, much				false

		1652						LN		64		17		false		          17      better suited to handle that.  Thank you very much				false

		1653						LN		64		18		false		          18      for your time this evening.				false

		1654						LN		64		19		false		          19                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Weir.				false

		1655						LN		64		20		false		          20          Who's next?				false

		1656						LN		64		21		false		          21                        MS. BARKER:  Elly Wanambisi.				false

		1657						LN		64		22		false		          22                        ELLY WANAMBISI:  Good evening,				false

		1658						LN		64		23		false		          23      ladies and gentlemen.  My name Elly Wanambisi,				false

		1659						LN		64		24		false		          24      W-a-n-a-m-b-i-s-i.  I'm an organizer with the				false

		1660						LN		64		25		false		          25      Washington and Northern Idaho District Council of				false

		1661						PG		65		0		false		page 65				false

		1662						LN		65		1		false		           1      Laborers and Laborers Local 292.				false

		1663						LN		65		2		false		           2          As my colleagues have spoken before, I'm in favor				false

		1664						LN		65		3		false		           3      of this project because it's going to bring a lot of				false

		1665						LN		65		4		false		           4      skilled work for our area.  We have 250 members that				false

		1666						LN		65		5		false		           5      live in this area, so this is going to be really good				false

		1667						LN		65		6		false		           6      for this community and for the future.  We're all --				false

		1668						LN		65		7		false		           7      whether we like it or not, the future is coming, and				false

		1669						LN		65		8		false		           8      we have to be prepared for it, so this job will be				false

		1670						LN		65		9		false		           9      there to help us with the clean energy and the future				false

		1671						LN		65		10		false		          10      coming for this area and for our kids and the future				false

		1672						LN		65		11		false		          11      families.  So that's all I have to say.  I'm in favor				false

		1673						LN		65		12		false		          12      of this project.  Thank you.				false

		1674						LN		65		13		false		          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1675						LN		65		14		false		          14      Mr. Wanambisi.				false

		1676						LN		65		15		false		          15          Next, please.				false

		1677						LN		65		16		false		          16                        MS. BARKER:  Patty Boettcher.				false

		1678						LN		65		17		false		          17                        PATTY BOETTCHER:  Patty Boettcher.				false

		1679						LN		65		18		false		          18      P-a-t-t-y B-o-e-t-t-c-h-e-r.				false

		1680						LN		65		19		false		          19          I live directly across the street from this				false

		1681						LN		65		20		false		          20      proposal, and I've not heard one word about the				false

		1682						LN		65		21		false		          21      Williams pipeline.  There are three major gas				false

		1683						LN		65		22		false		          22      pipeline within 1500 feet of this proposal.  And in				false

		1684						LN		65		23		false		          23      some places, it's only 10 feet underground.				false

		1685						LN		65		24		false		          24          There is also a natural gas service line that				false

		1686						LN		65		25		false		          25      services the area that's on that side of the street.				false

		1687						PG		66		0		false		page 66				false

		1688						LN		66		1		false		           1      Again, less than a hundred yards.				false

		1689						LN		66		2		false		           2          There is a water main line that runs on that side				false

		1690						LN		66		3		false		           3      of the street as well.  There's also the Bonneville				false

		1691						LN		66		4		false		           4      power line on the east -- or excuse me -- on the west				false

		1692						LN		66		5		false		           5      side that has not been addressed.  I'm not sure if				false

		1693						LN		66		6		false		           6      there's a buffer zone for that is all.				false

		1694						LN		66		7		false		           7          Hansen Creek.  We are going to -- there's another				false

		1695						LN		66		8		false		           8      person behind me that's going to discuss about the				false

		1696						LN		66		9		false		           9      flooding that has occurred in that area.  We have				false

		1697						LN		66		10		false		          10      pictures, and we'll make sure that you get those.				false

		1698						LN		66		11		false		          11          There's also a nice new elk herd that loves to				false

		1699						LN		66		12		false		          12      live in my field.  Again, how is it going to be				false

		1700						LN		66		13		false		          13      impacted?				false

		1701						LN		66		14		false		          14          I really oppose this simply because we are a				false

		1702						LN		66		15		false		          15      farming community, and this is definitely going to				false

		1703						LN		66		16		false		          16      impact the ability to continue to farm in that area.				false

		1704						LN		66		17		false		          17      Thank you.				false

		1705						LN		66		18		false		          18                               (Applause.)				false

		1706						LN		66		19		false		          19				false

		1707						LN		66		20		false		          20                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1708						LN		66		21		false		          21      Ms. Boettcher.				false

		1709						LN		66		22		false		          22                        MS. BARKER:  Virginia Good.				false

		1710						LN		66		23		false		          23                        VIRGINIA GOOD VLAHOVICH:  Virginia				false

		1711						LN		66		24		false		          24      Good Vlahovich.  G-o-o-d capital V-l-a-h-o-v-i-c-h.				false

		1712						LN		66		25		false		          25          I live five minutes from the project.  And I				false

		1713						PG		67		0		false		page 67				false

		1714						LN		67		1		false		           1      ranch cattle.  And it's obvious that when big				false

		1715						LN		67		2		false		           2      companies come into these littler communities, that				false

		1716						LN		67		3		false		           3      farmland like pastureland gets swallowed up first				false

		1717						LN		67		4		false		           4      because it hasn't got wheat on it or potatoes or				false

		1718						LN		67		5		false		           5      broccoli or something like that, and we get it for a				false

		1719						LN		67		6		false		           6      little bit less money, versus building by the cities				false

		1720						LN		67		7		false		           7      that are going to take advantage of the rolling				false

		1721						LN		67		8		false		           8      blackouts they're going to have that we don't have.				false

		1722						LN		67		9		false		           9          So I -- I can't see how we truly benefit in this				false

		1723						LN		67		10		false		          10      area.  We have an active volcano in our backyard,				false

		1724						LN		67		11		false		          11      Mt. Baker.  If it erupts, what's going to flood?				false

		1725						LN		67		12		false		          12      It's coming right down the Skagit River.  It's going				false

		1726						LN		67		13		false		          13      to take all that out.  Sure, it's going to be				false

		1727						LN		67		14		false		          14      hazardous for a whole lot of things, but why add				false

		1728						LN		67		15		false		          15      another ingredient into the mix from all that?				false

		1729						LN		67		16		false		          16          The infrastructure of the road, handling all				false

		1730						LN		67		17		false		          17      these heavy batteries that want to come into our				false

		1731						LN		67		18		false		          18      community.  Our roads are not prepared for that kind				false

		1732						LN		67		19		false		          19      of thing.  I mean, you would have to really do some				false

		1733						LN		67		20		false		          20      roadwork to build this up and make it good.				false

		1734						LN		67		21		false		          21          And replacement of the batteries.  How often do				false

		1735						LN		67		22		false		          22      they have to pull them out and bring in new ones?  So				false

		1736						LN		67		23		false		          23      here's more big, heavy equipment on our roads that we				false

		1737						LN		67		24		false		          24      have little cars that go up and down them all day				false

		1738						LN		67		25		false		          25      long, not big trucks.				false

		1739						PG		68		0		false		page 68				false

		1740						LN		68		1		false		           1          Kids on bicycles still play on the roads here.				false

		1741						LN		68		2		false		           2      People walk on the roads here all the time.  And I'd				false

		1742						LN		68		3		false		           3      hate to have to think that my cows might have to				false

		1743						LN		68		4		false		           4      drink that lithium water.  Because I am a rancher,				false

		1744						LN		68		5		false		           5      and I'm just not for it.  Thank you.				false

		1745						LN		68		6		false		           6                               (Applause.)				false

		1746						LN		68		7		false		           7				false

		1747						LN		68		8		false		           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1748						LN		68		9		false		           9      Ms. Vlahovich.				false

		1749						LN		68		10		false		          10          Next, please.				false

		1750						LN		68		11		false		          11                        MS. BARKER:  Kim O'Hara.				false

		1751						LN		68		12		false		          12                        ALJ GERARD:  Kim O'Hara, are you in				false

		1752						LN		68		13		false		          13      person or online?  If so, go ahead and speak up.				false

		1753						LN		68		14		false		          14          Let's go ahead and move (unintelligible) so we				false

		1754						LN		68		15		false		          15      can call (unintelligible).				false

		1755						LN		68		16		false		          16                        MS. BARKER:  Erica Howell.				false

		1756						LN		68		17		false		          17                        ERICA HOWELL:  Okay.  Erica Howell.				false

		1757						LN		68		18		false		          18      E-r-i-c-a -- E-r-i-c-a.  Erica Howell, H-o-w-e-l-l.				false

		1758						LN		68		19		false		          19          So I'm not as prepared as everyone else.  I				false

		1759						LN		68		20		false		          20      actually just found out about this today, and I live				false

		1760						LN		68		21		false		          21      five minutes away.  So not as prepared.  But a couple				false

		1761						LN		68		22		false		          22      notes.  Okay?				false

		1762						LN		68		23		false		          23          Kids, small -- like, lots of kids, all the				false

		1763						LN		68		24		false		          24      schools.  I'll just read what I've got here.				false

		1764						LN		68		25		false		          25          How much choice do we actually have in this				false

		1765						PG		69		0		false		page 69				false

		1766						LN		69		1		false		           1      matter?  That's my first question.  I spent my				false

		1767						LN		69		2		false		           2      afternoon studying, and all that I've learned has --				false

		1768						LN		69		3		false		           3      has me here to strongly oppose this project.  My				false

		1769						LN		69		4		false		           4      family and I live just five minutes away.  The risk				false

		1770						LN		69		5		false		           5      is too large to take on, in my opinion.				false

		1771						LN		69		6		false		           6          I've lived here all my life.  I've never lost				false

		1772						LN		69		7		false		           7      power for more than 48 hours.  It's never happened to				false

		1773						LN		69		8		false		           8      me personally.  I don't find it as a major issue.  I				false

		1774						LN		69		9		false		           9      don't hear any of my community members telling me				false

		1775						LN		69		10		false		          10      it's a major issue.				false

		1776						LN		69		11		false		          11          I'm not on board with the three-minute-to-death				false

		1777						LN		69		12		false		          12      toxic gas fumes that could be coming out if -- if				false

		1778						LN		69		13		false		          13      disaster strikes, which 60 have happened majorly in				false

		1779						LN		69		14		false		          14      the last, what, two, three years.				false

		1780						LN		69		15		false		          15          And then let's not get onto the science of this				false

		1781						LN		69		16		false		          16      supposed green energy.  The mining, what it's doing				false

		1782						LN		69		17		false		          17      to our planet -- excuse me -- all of that.  It's not				false

		1783						LN		69		18		false		          18      the way, not the solution, not the place.				false

		1784						LN		69		19		false		          19          And I would like to inquire also on the noise				false

		1785						LN		69		20		false		          20      impact, because you're guys's assessment is saying 40				false

		1786						LN		69		21		false		          21      decibels or less while the other resources I'm seeing				false

		1787						LN		69		22		false		          22      are saying between 70 to 92 decibels.  So what is the				false

		1788						LN		69		23		false		          23      actual noise impact going to be?				false

		1789						LN		69		24		false		          24          And that's all I've got for you guys.  Thank you.				false

		1790						LN		69		25		false		          25                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Howell.				false

		1791						PG		70		0		false		page 70				false

		1792						LN		70		1		false		           1                        MS. BARKER:  Tina Champeaux.				false

		1793						LN		70		2		false		           2                        TINA CHAMPEAUX:  Tina, T-i-n-a,				false

		1794						LN		70		3		false		           3      Champeaux, C-h-a-m-p-e-a-u-x.				false

		1795						LN		70		4		false		           4          I live nine miles north of Sedro-Woolley.  I'm a				false

		1796						LN		70		5		false		           5      property owner.  I'm also engaged in the farm bureau.				false

		1797						LN		70		6		false		           6      I'm not representing the farm bureau, but I am a				false

		1798						LN		70		7		false		           7      voting member.				false

		1799						LN		70		8		false		           8          So I was raised in agriculture.  I love Skagit				false

		1800						LN		70		9		false		           9      County.  It's always been a farming community.  We				false

		1801						LN		70		10		false		          10      stand behind our farmers mostly.  Our farming				false

		1802						LN		70		11		false		          11      community is really under really serious problems				false

		1803						LN		70		12		false		          12      with the inflation and regulation, micromanaging, all				false

		1804						LN		70		13		false		          13      of that.  The farmers are having to hard time.				false

		1805						LN		70		14		false		          14          What I really have a problem with is how this				false

		1806						LN		70		15		false		          15      company, Goldfinch Energy Storage, actually gets a				false

		1807						LN		70		16		false		          16      free pass on farming land.  That just isn't okay.  We				false

		1808						LN		70		17		false		          17      want to keep our farming community, and we want to				false

		1809						LN		70		18		false		          18      keep how it looks, and we want to make our farmers				false

		1810						LN		70		19		false		          19      prosperous.  That's my main issue, is the farmland.				false

		1811						LN		70		20		false		          20          It's also interesting, and I just found this out				false

		1812						LN		70		21		false		          21      today.  I appreciate what this other lady said,				false

		1813						LN		70		22		false		          22      because I haven't had a lot of time to research.  But				false

		1814						LN		70		23		false		          23      it's interesting how a company in New York picked our				false

		1815						LN		70		24		false		          24      county.  And I certainly would like to know how that				false

		1816						LN		70		25		false		          25      happened.				false

		1817						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1818						LN		71		1		false		           1          Anyway, thank you for your time.				false

		1819						LN		71		2		false		           2                               (Applause.)				false

		1820						LN		71		3		false		           3				false

		1821						LN		71		4		false		           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1822						LN		71		5		false		           5      Ms. Champeaux.				false

		1823						LN		71		6		false		           6                        MS. BARKER:  Mike Rogers.				false

		1824						LN		71		7		false		           7                        MIKE ROGERS:  I am Mike Rogers.				false

		1825						LN		71		8		false		           8      M-i-k-e R-o-g-e-r-s.				false

		1826						LN		71		9		false		           9          I have dealt with several environmental and				false

		1827						LN		71		10		false		          10      safety concerns in my experiences.				false

		1828						LN		71		11		false		          11          Did you say something?				false

		1829						LN		71		12		false		          12                        CHAIR DREW:  Can we pause, please?				false

		1830						LN		71		13		false		          13                        MIKE ROGERS:  Pardon?				false

		1831						LN		71		14		false		          14                        ALJ GERARD:  (Unintelligible.)				false

		1832						LN		71		15		false		          15                        MIKE ROGERS:  I'm sorry.  I can't				false

		1833						LN		71		16		false		          16      hear you.				false

		1834						LN		71		17		false		          17                        ALJ GERARD:  The alarm going off.				false

		1835						LN		71		18		false		          18      If you go ahead and start back over, we'll reset the				false

		1836						LN		71		19		false		          19      timer for you.				false

		1837						LN		71		20		false		          20                        MIKE ROGERS:  Okay.				false

		1838						LN		71		21		false		          21                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.				false

		1839						LN		71		22		false		          22                        MIKE ROGERS:  The environmental				false

		1840						LN		71		23		false		          23      issues that I'm concerned with are -- are leakage,				false

		1841						LN		71		24		false		          24      explosions, fire, and contamination of the whole area				false

		1842						LN		71		25		false		          25      within this project.  How are they going to be dealt				false

		1843						PG		72		0		false		page 72				false

		1844						LN		72		1		false		           1      with?  Leakage:  How are you going to deal with that?				false

		1845						LN		72		2		false		           2          In your write-ups, you say that you will have				false

		1846						LN		72		3		false		           3      water for fire suppression.  Is that the only method				false

		1847						LN		72		4		false		           4      you will have?  And like people have said, that's a				false

		1848						LN		72		5		false		           5      lot of water.				false

		1849						LN		72		6		false		           6          Otherwise, the safety issues and stuff have				false

		1850						LN		72		7		false		           7      really been dealt with with other people speaking.				false

		1851						LN		72		8		false		           8          But I have one -- one thing that I would like to				false

		1852						LN		72		9		false		           9      say.  I've dealt with State environmental, State				false

		1853						LN		72		10		false		          10      safety people, and they seem to listen to what we				false

		1854						LN		72		11		false		          11      say, but they've already got their minds made up.				false

		1855						LN		72		12		false		          12      They don't want it.  It doesn't make any difference				false

		1856						LN		72		13		false		          13      what you say.  It's there.  And hopefully this				false

		1857						LN		72		14		false		          14      Council will be able to listen and pass this				false

		1858						LN		72		15		false		          15      information on to an administration who is pro clean				false

		1859						LN		72		16		false		          16      environment.  Thank you.				false

		1860						LN		72		17		false		          17                               (Applause.)				false

		1861						LN		72		18		false		          18				false

		1862						LN		72		19		false		          19                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Rogers.				false

		1863						LN		72		20		false		          20                        MS. BARKER:  Andrew Vander Stoep.				false

		1864						LN		72		21		false		          21                        ALJ GERARD:  Could you repeat the				false

		1865						LN		72		22		false		          22      name, please.				false

		1866						LN		72		23		false		          23                        MS. BARKER:  Andrew Vander Stoep.				false

		1867						LN		72		24		false		          24                        ANDREW VANDER STOEP:  Hey,				false

		1868						LN		72		25		false		          25      everybody.  Andrew Vander Stoep.  V-a-n-d-e-r, space,				false

		1869						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1870						LN		73		1		false		           1      S-t-o-e-p.				false

		1871						LN		73		2		false		           2          I'm a resident of Mount Vernon.  I'm a Mount				false

		1872						LN		73		3		false		           3      Vernon City Council member.  And I'm an IBEW member.				false

		1873						LN		73		4		false		           4      And -- oh.  Excuse me.  IBEW member.  Mount Vernon				false

		1874						LN		73		5		false		           5      City Council member.  I'm not representing either of				false

		1875						LN		73		6		false		           6      those, 'cause I'm going to go off of what I had				false

		1876						LN		73		7		false		           7      written down.				false

		1877						LN		73		8		false		           8          I hear the concerns of everybody here, and I want				false

		1878						LN		73		9		false		           9      to acknowledge those.  And this is a different				false

		1879						LN		73		10		false		          10      conversation than probably what people are interested				false

		1880						LN		73		11		false		          11      in having.  But I think that the United States is				false

		1881						LN		73		12		false		          12      changing how manufacturing is going to be done.  I				false

		1882						LN		73		13		false		          13      think that we're trying to bring jobs back to the				false

		1883						LN		73		14		false		          14      United States in a meaningful way, and I think that				false

		1884						LN		73		15		false		          15      to do that, we have to have some meaningful impact				false

		1885						LN		73		16		false		          16      and energy transition.				false

		1886						LN		73		17		false		          17          I don't know if this is the answer.  I think it's				false

		1887						LN		73		18		false		          18      a part of the puzzle.  I've lived in Skagit County				false

		1888						LN		73		19		false		          19      for 26 years, and we do not have good jobs here.  We				false

		1889						LN		73		20		false		          20      have very few of them.  We're one of the poorest				false

		1890						LN		73		21		false		          21      counties in the state.  And my high school friends				false

		1891						LN		73		22		false		          22      and many of my family have struggled with that for				false

		1892						LN		73		23		false		          23      generations, and it's a real problem.				false

		1893						LN		73		24		false		          24          And it's a different county than other people in				false

		1894						LN		73		25		false		          25      this room are talking about, and so I feel like				false

		1895						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1896						LN		74		1		false		           1      there's some conflict here.  But a house ten years				false

		1897						LN		74		2		false		           2      ago used to be about 130K.  You're going to not get				false

		1898						LN		74		3		false		           3      anything for less than 400-, $500,000 now, and the --				false

		1899						LN		74		4		false		           4      the jobs aren't there to support that.  Not in Skagit				false

		1900						LN		74		5		false		           5      County.				false

		1901						LN		74		6		false		           6          So that is why I'm in support of this project,				false

		1902						LN		74		7		false		           7      because I hope that this leads to manufacturing in				false

		1903						LN		74		8		false		           8      the ports and in other places in Skagit County to				false

		1904						LN		74		9		false		           9      bring good jobs here.  Thank you.				false

		1905						LN		74		10		false		          10                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.				false

		1906						LN		74		11		false		          11          Next, please.				false

		1907						LN		74		12		false		          12                        MS. BARKER:  Keith Wagoner.				false

		1908						LN		74		13		false		          13                        KEITH WAGONER:  Good evening.  I'm				false

		1909						LN		74		14		false		          14      Keith Wagoner -- K-e-i-t-h W-a-g-o-n-e-r -- senator				false

		1910						LN		74		15		false		          15      from the 39th Legislative District, which you are				false

		1911						LN		74		16		false		          16      sitting in now.				false

		1912						LN		74		17		false		          17          First of all, I appreciate the acknowledgment				false

		1913						LN		74		18		false		          18      that this project does not create more power.  And				false

		1914						LN		74		19		false		          19      that's what we actually need, is the creation of more				false

		1915						LN		74		20		false		          20      power.  This is like filling up the bathtub because				false

		1916						LN		74		21		false		          21      the well might go dry, and then you've got a little				false

		1917						LN		74		22		false		          22      bit of water for a while.  It's not the type of				false

		1918						LN		74		23		false		          23      solution we need to support our manufacturing				false

		1919						LN		74		24		false		          24      industries that are growing rapidly in this county.				false

		1920						LN		74		25		false		          25          I do want to see those good jobs that we're				false

		1921						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1922						LN		75		1		false		           1      lacking here with our IBEW folks.  They deserve good				false

		1923						LN		75		2		false		           2      jobs.  I'd rather see them put in a facility,				false

		1924						LN		75		3		false		           3      particularly if we're sacrificing our valuable				false

		1925						LN		75		4		false		           4      agricultural land, something that's going to provide				false

		1926						LN		75		5		false		           5      energy.  And there's lots of options out there.  The				false

		1927						LN		75		6		false		           6      first one that comes to my mind -- thanks for				false

		1928						LN		75		7		false		           7      bringing up the natural gas lines are right there.				false

		1929						LN		75		8		false		           8          We could put in some natural gas generators,				false

		1930						LN		75		9		false		           9      which are far cheaper.  They don't have a 20-year				false

		1931						LN		75		10		false		          10      lifespan with hazardous waste disposal at the end of				false

		1932						LN		75		11		false		          11      that lifespan.  They're on line when you need them.				false

		1933						LN		75		12		false		          12      They're off-line when you don't.  We understand the				false

		1934						LN		75		13		false		          13      dangers.  And that would provide real power to our				false

		1935						LN		75		14		false		          14      grid.  We do not suffer from power outages at the				false

		1936						LN		75		15		false		          15      main line.  We get them when a tree falls down five				false

		1937						LN		75		16		false		          16      miles away or a transformer gets hit.				false

		1938						LN		75		17		false		          17          So you're asking the community to take on faith				false

		1939						LN		75		18		false		          18      that all of the hard lessons have already been				false

		1940						LN		75		19		false		          19      learned, but the thing about hard lessons are you				false

		1941						LN		75		20		false		          20      never know when it's your last one.				false

		1942						LN		75		21		false		          21          So here are my questions.  You said you talked to				false

		1943						LN		75		22		false		          22      the tribes.  I would like to know which tribes and				false

		1944						LN		75		23		false		          23      what their response is, because I represent three of				false

		1945						LN		75		24		false		          24      them.  I don't think the 250 million is an altruistic				false

		1946						LN		75		25		false		          25      donation to our community, so I want to know what the				false

		1947						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1948						LN		76		1		false		           1      business model is, how that gets paid, and does it				false

		1949						LN		76		2		false		           2      affect our rate payers.				false

		1950						LN		76		3		false		           3          And, lastly, which governor will make this				false

		1951						LN		76		4		false		           4      decision, the current governor or the next governor?				false

		1952						LN		76		5		false		           5      Thank you.				false

		1953						LN		76		6		false		           6                               (Applause.)				false

		1954						LN		76		7		false		           7				false

		1955						LN		76		8		false		           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1956						LN		76		9		false		           9      Mr. Wagoner.				false

		1957						LN		76		10		false		          10          Next, please.				false

		1958						LN		76		11		false		          11                        MS. BARKER:  John Torgerson.				false

		1959						LN		76		12		false		          12                        ALJ GERARD:  Would you go ahead and				false

		1960						LN		76		13		false		          13      repeat that, please.				false

		1961						LN		76		14		false		          14                        MS. BARKER:  John Torgerson.				false

		1962						LN		76		15		false		          15                        JOHN TORGERSON:  John Torgerson.				false

		1963						LN		76		16		false		          16      J-o-h-n T-o-r-g-e-r-s-o-n.				false

		1964						LN		76		17		false		          17          Little history.  If the long-term residents				false

		1965						LN		76		18		false		          18      remember, Bacus Hill Nuclear Power Plant did not go				false

		1966						LN		76		19		false		          19      in because it could have raised the temperature of				false

		1967						LN		76		20		false		          20      the Skagit River and that Skagit River is the only				false

		1968						LN		76		21		false		          21      one in the nation that has all varieties of salmon.				false

		1969						LN		76		22		false		          22      Excuse me.				false

		1970						LN		76		23		false		          23          And for fire suppression, how are you going to				false

		1971						LN		76		24		false		          24      prevent this fire-water slurry from getting into --				false

		1972						LN		76		25		false		          25      are you building a berm around the entire area to				false

		1973						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1974						LN		77		1		false		           1      contain all these millions of gallons?  And if you're				false

		1975						LN		77		2		false		           2      going to build a berm, will it be a sound-deadening				false

		1976						LN		77		3		false		           3      berm that will protect the people from potential				false

		1977						LN		77		4		false		           4      90-decibel noise all night long as the batteries are				false

		1978						LN		77		5		false		           5      being drained?				false

		1979						LN		77		6		false		           6          Those are the questions.  You know, it's changing				false

		1980						LN		77		7		false		           7      everybody's quality of life.				false

		1981						LN		77		8		false		           8          And also, what about the value of the people's				false

		1982						LN		77		9		false		           9      homes next to this that have to go and deal with				false

		1983						LN		77		10		false		          10      constant noise?  Sure, it may be only 40, but that's				false

		1984						LN		77		11		false		          11      a lot more than just a few birds chirping.  What has				false

		1985						LN		77		12		false		          12      more value?				false

		1986						LN		77		13		false		          13          Like he said, a bathtub or the power or the				false

		1987						LN		77		14		false		          14      sound?  Children.  It's peace and quiet.  Noise				false

		1988						LN		77		15		false		          15      pollution.  Can't get rid of noise.  Thank you.				false

		1989						LN		77		16		false		          16                               (Applause.)				false

		1990						LN		77		17		false		          17				false

		1991						LN		77		18		false		          18                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		1992						LN		77		19		false		          19      Mr. Torgerson.				false

		1993						LN		77		20		false		          20                        MS. BARKER:  Kim Rubenstein.				false

		1994						LN		77		21		false		          21                        ALJ GERARD:  Kim Rubenstein, are				false

		1995						LN		77		22		false		          22      you in person or online right now?  If so, go ahead				false

		1996						LN		77		23		false		          23      and speak up, please.				false

		1997						LN		77		24		false		          24                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You can sign				false

		1998						LN		77		25		false		          25      up at the second part of the meeting?				false

		1999						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2000						LN		78		1		false		           1                        ALJ GERARD:  You can sign up for				false

		2001						LN		78		2		false		           2      both.  It's a possibility.  We'll go ahead and just				false

		2002						LN		78		3		false		           3      move on.				false

		2003						LN		78		4		false		           4                        MS. BARKER:  Patrick Knapp.				false

		2004						LN		78		5		false		           5                        PATRICK KNAPP:  Patrick Knapp.				false

		2005						LN		78		6		false		           6      P-a-t-r-i-c-k K-n-a-p-p.  First off, welcome to				false

		2006						LN		78		7		false		           7      Sedro-Woolley.				false

		2007						LN		78		8		false		           8          I came tonight.  I didn't -- obviously don't have				false

		2008						LN		78		9		false		           9      anything prepared.  I came to listen with an open				false

		2009						LN		78		10		false		          10      mind.  I am certainly in favor of jobs, living-wage				false

		2010						LN		78		11		false		          11      jobs.  That's very important.  But I'm also adamant				false

		2011						LN		78		12		false		          12      about farmland.  Once it's gone, we can't get it				false

		2012						LN		78		13		false		          13      back.  I'm torn.				false

		2013						LN		78		14		false		          14          Also know that Hansen Creek is a place that I've				false

		2014						LN		78		15		false		          15      taken my kids and my grandkids to see salmon.  It's a				false

		2015						LN		78		16		false		          16      jewel.  That concerns me.				false

		2016						LN		78		17		false		          17          But I also have a history of railing against				false

		2017						LN		78		18		false		          18      those that say "not my backyard."  You know, when we				false

		2018						LN		78		19		false		          19      need something, it's, like, I don't want it here,				false

		2019						LN		78		20		false		          20      because it's in my backyard.  And I'm torn because				false

		2020						LN		78		21		false		          21      I'm three -- three properties away, so it's in my				false

		2021						LN		78		22		false		          22      backyard, and I'm concerned.  I'm still weighing both				false

		2022						LN		78		23		false		          23      sides.				false

		2023						LN		78		24		false		          24          What kind of upset me and set me back tonight is				false

		2024						LN		78		25		false		          25      from -- I forgot the name of the company now.  I'm				false

		2025						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2026						LN		79		1		false		           1      sorry.  Gold -- Golden -- yeah.  A $250 million				false

		2027						LN		79		2		false		           2      project, and you couldn't tell us how many you have				false

		2028						LN		79		3		false		           3      on line and operating, and you have no history of				false

		2029						LN		79		4		false		           4      these.  That scares me.  Thank you.				false

		2030						LN		79		5		false		           5                               (Applause.)				false

		2031						LN		79		6		false		           6				false

		2032						LN		79		7		false		           7                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Knapp.				false

		2033						LN		79		8		false		           8                        MS. BARKER:  Celeste Frisbee.				false

		2034						LN		79		9		false		           9                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  Celeste Frisbee.				false

		2035						LN		79		10		false		          10      C-e-l-e-s-t-e F-r-i-s-b-e-e.				false

		2036						LN		79		11		false		          11          I'm here on behalf of myself.  I live within two				false

		2037						LN		79		12		false		          12      miles, on my grandparents' farm.  And my mother,				false

		2038						LN		79		13		false		          13      Karen Frisbee, who lives on Minkler Road in the home				false

		2039						LN		79		14		false		          14      I lived in and grew up in, just down the street from				false

		2040						LN		79		15		false		          15      us.				false

		2041						LN		79		16		false		          16          I just want to address a few things.  I heard the				false

		2042						LN		79		17		false		          17      comment this would be an LID project.  And I just				false

		2043						LN		79		18		false		          18      want it to be known that this is not a low-impact				false

		2044						LN		79		19		false		          19      development for those of us who live in the immediate				false

		2045						LN		79		20		false		          20      vicinity.  This is a major industrial infrastructure				false

		2046						LN		79		21		false		          21      project.  This is sited on ag and rural lands, which				false

		2047						LN		79		22		false		          22      are protected, as you've heard.  Because in Skagit				false

		2048						LN		79		23		false		          23      County, most people don't know this, but we have the				false

		2049						LN		79		24		false		          24      top 2 percent soils in the world.  Okay?				false

		2050						LN		79		25		false		          25          We grow food here so that we can live.  We need				false

		2051						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2052						LN		80		1		false		           1      water, clean air, and food to survive.  Those are				false

		2053						LN		80		2		false		           2      essential things.  Power is not, actually.  And if				false

		2054						LN		80		3		false		           3      you've lived in this region, you understand that the				false

		2055						LN		80		4		false		           4      whole I-5 corridor once was ag-producing and is no				false

		2056						LN		80		5		false		           5      longer.  Skagit County is one of the only				false

		2057						LN		80		6		false		           6      ag-producing major producers on the west side of the				false

		2058						LN		80		7		false		           7      state now.				false

		2059						LN		80		8		false		           8          The creek, Hansen Creek.  If you know any history				false

		2060						LN		80		9		false		           9      about that creek, it suffered major pollution from				false

		2061						LN		80		10		false		          10      the Northern State project, and only recently has it				false

		2062						LN		80		11		false		          11      seen any efforts to mitigate those pollutants.				false

		2063						LN		80		12		false		          12      Meanwhile, people like me grew up swimming in these				false

		2064						LN		80		13		false		          13      creeks.  These creeks are also perennial.  Oftentimes				false

		2065						LN		80		14		false		          14      they're not perennial any longer.  They go dry.  Last				false

		2066						LN		80		15		false		          15      year, they didn't -- our creek that I live on didn't				false

		2067						LN		80		16		false		          16      fill up until almost November.  These are				false

		2068						LN		80		17		false		          17      salmon-bearing streams.				false

		2069						LN		80		18		false		          18          Many people on Minkler Road, including my mother,				false

		2070						LN		80		19		false		          19      have a well.  Her point is only nine feet down.				false

		2071						LN		80		20		false		          20      We're dealing with drought.  The County forbades				false

		2072						LN		80		21		false		          21      irrigation of crops.  Water is a hot, contentious				false

		2073						LN		80		22		false		          22      issue.				false

		2074						LN		80		23		false		          23          The need.  For whom is this need?  Those who live				false

		2075						LN		80		24		false		          24      here?  I think not.  I only see a few of my neighbors				false

		2076						LN		80		25		false		          25      here.  I find it egregious that we were not notified				false

		2077						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2078						LN		81		1		false		           1      in any direct way --				false

		2079						LN		81		2		false		           2                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Frisbee.				false

		2080						LN		81		3		false		           3                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  -- about this				false

		2081						LN		81		4		false		           4      meeting.  I heard about it by chance, and that tells				false

		2082						LN		81		5		false		           5      me wholly that there is not care or concern for the				false

		2083						LN		81		6		false		           6      people who live here and will have to live with this.				false

		2084						LN		81		7		false		           7      I've driven by this site --				false

		2085						LN		81		8		false		           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Frisbee.				false

		2086						LN		81		9		false		           9                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  -- every day for				false

		2087						LN		81		10		false		          10      the last 30 years.				false

		2088						LN		81		11		false		          11                        ALJ GERARD:  We're over now.				false

		2089						LN		81		12		false		          12                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  I have -- I'm				false

		2090						LN		81		13		false		          13      going to take the time that other people didn't use,				false

		2091						LN		81		14		false		          14      who will give me permission.				false

		2092						LN		81		15		false		          15                        ALJ GERARD:  We have two minutes				false

		2093						LN		81		16		false		          16      per person.  Unfortunately, we have a land-use				false

		2094						LN		81		17		false		          17      meeting right after the meeting.				false

		2095						LN		81		18		false		          18                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You can				false

		2096						LN		81		19		false		          19      speak for me.				false

		2097						LN		81		20		false		          20                        ALJ GERARD:  You can actually				false

		2098						LN		81		21		false		          21      submit the comments online afterwards if you wish				false

		2099						LN		81		22		false		          22      them to consider.				false

		2100						LN		81		23		false		          23                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  (Unintelligible)				false

		2101						LN		81		24		false		          24      to speak here tonight (unintelligible).				false

		2102						LN		81		25		false		          25                        ALJ GERARD:  We've set the time				false

		2103						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2104						LN		82		1		false		           1      limits for everybody.  We have been consistent.  I'm				false

		2105						LN		82		2		false		           2      not picking on you at all.  We're now 45 minutes				false

		2106						LN		82		3		false		           3      afterwards.  But thank you.				false

		2107						LN		82		4		false		           4                               (Applause.)				false

		2108						LN		82		5		false		           5				false

		2109						LN		82		6		false		           6                        MS. BARKER:  The following are				false

		2110						LN		82		7		false		           7      recall names.				false

		2111						LN		82		8		false		           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.				false

		2112						LN		82		9		false		           9                        MS. BARKER:  Charles Johnson.  Seth				false

		2113						LN		82		10		false		          10      Newsome.  Jack Moore.  Kim O'Hara.				false

		2114						LN		82		11		false		          11                        ALJ GERARD:  Wasn't that Rubenstein				false

		2115						LN		82		12		false		          12      also?				false

		2116						LN		82		13		false		          13                        MS. BARKER:  They're going to speak				false

		2117						LN		82		14		false		          14      later at the end of the meeting.				false

		2118						LN		82		15		false		          15                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.				false

		2119						LN		82		16		false		          16                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you for all of				false

		2120						LN		82		17		false		          17      your time.  We are 20 minutes late for our second				false

		2121						LN		82		18		false		          18      meeting.  We will take a quick five-minute break, and				false

		2122						LN		82		19		false		          19      then we will start the land-use meeting.  Thank you.				false

		2123						LN		82		20		false		          20                               (Pause from 7:17 p.m. to				false

		2124						LN		82		21		false		          21                                7:28 p.m.)				false

		2125						LN		82		22		false		          22				false

		2126						LN		82		23		false		          23                        CHAIR DREW:  Again, this is				false

		2127						LN		82		24		false		          24      Kathleen Drew, chair of the Energy Facility Site				false

		2128						LN		82		25		false		          25      Evaluation Council, bringing this land-use				false

		2129						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2130						LN		83		1		false		           1      consistency hearing to order.  This is required by				false

		2131						LN		83		2		false		           2      RCW 80.50.090, Sub 2, and Washington Administrative				false

		2132						LN		83		3		false		           3      Code 463-26-035.				false

		2133						LN		83		4		false		           4          During this hearing, we will have testimony				false

		2134						LN		83		5		false		           5      regarding the project's -- proposed project's				false

		2135						LN		83		6		false		           6      consistency and compliance with land-use plans and				false

		2136						LN		83		7		false		           7      zoning ordinances.  That is the only subject that				false

		2137						LN		83		8		false		           8      will be allowed during this hearing.  We've had the				false

		2138						LN		83		9		false		           9      general comments, and this is now very specifically				false

		2139						LN		83		10		false		          10      in order for the Council to create the record and				false

		2140						LN		83		11		false		          11      make a determination on land-use consistency and				false

		2141						LN		83		12		false		          12      compliance with land-use plans and zoning ordinances.				false

		2142						LN		83		13		false		          13          So with that, Ms. Grantham, will you call the				false

		2143						LN		83		14		false		          14      Council roll.				false

		2144						LN		83		15		false		          15                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair				false

		2145						LN		83		16		false		          16      Drew.				false

		2146						LN		83		17		false		          17          Department of Commerce.				false

		2147						LN		83		18		false		          18                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,				false

		2148						LN		83		19		false		          19      present.				false

		2149						LN		83		20		false		          20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of				false

		2150						LN		83		21		false		          21      Ecology.				false

		2151						LN		83		22		false		          22                        MR. LEVITT:  Eli Levitt, present.				false

		2152						LN		83		23		false		          23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you,				false

		2153						LN		83		24		false		          24      Mr. Levitt.				false

		2154						LN		83		25		false		          25          Department of Fish and Wildlife.				false

		2155						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2156						LN		84		1		false		           1                        MR. LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston				false

		2157						LN		84		2		false		           2      here.				false

		2158						LN		84		3		false		           3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of				false

		2159						LN		84		4		false		           4      Natural Resources.				false

		2160						LN		84		5		false		           5                        MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, present.				false

		2161						LN		84		6		false		           6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and				false

		2162						LN		84		7		false		           7      Transportation Commission.				false

		2163						LN		84		8		false		           8                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster,				false

		2164						LN		84		9		false		           9      present.				false

		2165						LN		84		10		false		          10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For the local				false

		2166						LN		84		11		false		          11      government:  For the Goldeneye BESS, for Skagit				false

		2167						LN		84		12		false		          12      County, Robby Eckroth.				false

		2168						LN		84		13		false		          13                        MR. ECKROTH:  Present.				false

		2169						LN		84		14		false		          14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For administrative				false

		2170						LN		84		15		false		          15      law judge:  Dan Gerard.				false

		2171						LN		84		16		false		          16                        ALJ GERARD:  Present.				false

		2172						LN		84		17		false		          17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And for counsel for				false

		2173						LN		84		18		false		          18      the environment, Yuriy Korol.				false

		2174						LN		84		19		false		          19                        MR. KOROL:  Present.				false

		2175						LN		84		20		false		          20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair, there is a				false

		2176						LN		84		21		false		          21      quorum.				false

		2177						LN		84		22		false		          22                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.				false

		2178						LN		84		23		false		          23          And with that, I will turn it over to Judge				false

		2179						LN		84		24		false		          24      Gerard.				false

		2180						LN		84		25		false		          25                        ALJ GERARD:  As Chair Drew said,				false

		2181						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2182						LN		85		1		false		           1      this is the land-use consistency portion of the				false

		2183						LN		85		2		false		           2      hearing.  We are going to start with the applicants				false

		2184						LN		85		3		false		           3      presenting a small brief presentation and then giving				false

		2185						LN		85		4		false		           4      their comments on that.				false

		2186						LN		85		5		false		           5          We will then segue into those speakers who had				false

		2187						LN		85		6		false		           6      signed up to make comments on the land-use -- I'm				false

		2188						LN		85		7		false		           7      sorry -- land-use plans and zoning ordinances.  And				false

		2189						LN		85		8		false		           8      if we do have additional time, we'll then open the				false

		2190						LN		85		9		false		           9      floor to other participants who didn't sign up, if				false

		2191						LN		85		10		false		          10      they wish to make comments exclusively on the				false

		2192						LN		85		11		false		          11      land-use plans and zoning ordinances.  We'll talk				false

		2193						LN		85		12		false		          12      about how much time we'll give each party once we see				false

		2194						LN		85		13		false		          13      where we are on that process.				false

		2195						LN		85		14		false		          14          So if the applicant would like to begin, please				false

		2196						LN		85		15		false		          15      go ahead and do so.				false

		2197						LN		85		16		false		          16                        MR. McMAHON:  Thank you.  Can you				false

		2198						LN		85		17		false		          17      hear me okay?  Good.				false

		2199						LN		85		18		false		          18          Thank you very much, Judge Gerard, Chair Drew,				false

		2200						LN		85		19		false		          19      Council members.  Tim McMahon here, for the record,				false

		2201						LN		85		20		false		          20      representing the applicant in the land-use				false

		2202						LN		85		21		false		          21      consistency hearing.  I'm here to my left with				false

		2203						LN		85		22		false		          22      Grace -- with Jordan Grace from Tetra Tech.  He is				false

		2204						LN		85		23		false		          23      actually a fact witness.  And should you wish to				false

		2205						LN		85		24		false		          24      swear him in, I think he's willing to do that.  I				false

		2206						LN		85		25		false		          25      will be presenting argument.  You can decide whether				false

		2207						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2208						LN		86		1		false		           1      or not you need to swear me in for that.  But I will				false

		2209						LN		86		2		false		           2      not be actually providing factual testimony.  Jordan				false

		2210						LN		86		3		false		           3      will be, just so you kind of get the lay of the land				false

		2211						LN		86		4		false		           4      here.				false

		2212						LN		86		5		false		           5          We previously provided a land-use hearing				false

		2213						LN		86		6		false		           6      memorandum to the Council, and I believe				false

		2214						LN		86		7		false		           7      Ms. Hafkemeyer distributed that.  If not, it's okay.				false

		2215						LN		86		8		false		           8      It's available in the record and in your packet.				false

		2216						LN		86		9		false		           9          So with that, I will turn this over to Jordan,				false

		2217						LN		86		10		false		          10      who will provide some testimony about consistency,				false

		2218						LN		86		11		false		          11      land-use consistency from his work in developing the				false

		2219						LN		86		12		false		          12      application materials, and then I'll finish up with				false

		2220						LN		86		13		false		          13      about four or five minutes of legal argument or				false

		2221						LN		86		14		false		          14      discussion.  I think in total will be 10-ish minutes,				false

		2222						LN		86		15		false		          15      10, 11 minutes or so together.  So thank you very				false

		2223						LN		86		16		false		          16      much.  I'll pass the mike to Jordan.				false

		2224						LN		86		17		false		          17                        MR. GRACE:  Can everyone hear me?				false

		2225						LN		86		18		false		          18      Closer?  Yeah?  How's that?  All right.				false

		2226						LN		86		19		false		          19          Good evening, Council Chair Drew and Council				false

		2227						LN		86		20		false		          20      members.  My name is Jordan Grace, and I'll be giving				false

		2228						LN		86		21		false		          21      an approximately five-minute presentation on the				false

		2229						LN		86		22		false		          22      project's land-use consistency.				false

		2230						LN		86		23		false		          23          I'm an environmental planner at Tetra Tech with				false

		2231						LN		86		24		false		          24      nine years of professional experience.  I have a				false

		2232						LN		86		25		false		          25      bachelor's degree in environmental science and				false

		2233						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2234						LN		87		1		false		           1      planning, public policy and management from the				false

		2235						LN		87		2		false		           2      University of Oregon, with the majority of my				false

		2236						LN		87		3		false		           3      professional work focused in planning.				false

		2237						LN		87		4		false		           4          Over the last seven years, I've supported				false

		2238						LN		87		5		false		           5      preparation of state and local permit applications				false

		2239						LN		87		6		false		           6      for a variety of new energy and infrastructure				false

		2240						LN		87		7		false		           7      projects, with my main focus being land-use				false

		2241						LN		87		8		false		           8      compliance and consistency.				false

		2242						LN		87		9		false		           9          I'm here today because I prepared the land-use				false

		2243						LN		87		10		false		          10      consistency review, which is included as Attachment H				false

		2244						LN		87		11		false		          11      to the application for site certificate, which I'll				false

		2245						LN		87		12		false		          12      be referring to as the ASC.				false

		2246						LN		87		13		false		          13          I'll start by -- excuse me -- walking through a				false

		2247						LN		87		14		false		          14      relevant piece of project history.  Prior to the				false

		2248						LN		87		15		false		          15      applicant seeking approval through the EFSEC process,				false

		2249						LN		87		16		false		          16      they met with Skagit County staff to discuss the				false

		2250						LN		87		17		false		          17      County's approach to permitting the project.  One				false

		2251						LN		87		18		false		          18      topic of discussion was the project's use category				false

		2252						LN		87		19		false		          19      under the Skagit County Code, which determines				false

		2253						LN		87		20		false		          20      whether or not it would be an allowed use in the				false

		2254						LN		87		21		false		          21      proposed zone.				false

		2255						LN		87		22		false		          22          Skagit County Code Section 14.04.020 defines				false

		2256						LN		87		23		false		          23      three classifications of utility developments:  Minor				false

		2257						LN		87		24		false		          24      utility, major utility, or major regional utility, as				false

		2258						LN		87		25		false		          25      listed here on this slide.				false

		2259						PG		88		0		false		page 88				false

		2260						LN		88		1		false		           1          Following a request from the applicant for an				false

		2261						LN		88		2		false		           2      administrative interpretation, Skagit County Planning				false

		2262						LN		88		3		false		           3      and Development Services issued a notice of decision,				false

		2263						LN		88		4		false		           4      concluding that this battery energy storage project				false

		2264						LN		88		5		false		           5      would be considered a major utility development.  The				false

		2265						LN		88		6		false		           6      signed portion of the approval is included on this				false

		2266						LN		88		7		false		           7      slide, and the notification portion is included as				false

		2267						LN		88		8		false		           8      Appendix A in the land-use consistency review				false

		2268						LN		88		9		false		           9      document.  The County's decision was based on the				false

		2269						LN		88		10		false		          10      project's lack of regionality, smaller scale, de				false

		2270						LN		88		11		false		          11      minimis impacts to built and natural environment, and				false

		2271						LN		88		12		false		          12      local nature of energy storage.				false

		2272						LN		88		13		false		          13          Since this administrative interpretation request				false

		2273						LN		88		14		false		          14      was approved in February 2023, the applicable -- the				false

		2274						LN		88		15		false		          15      applicable zoning code has not changed, and the				false

		2275						LN		88		16		false		          16      project, itself, has not substantively changed.  It				false

		2276						LN		88		17		false		          17      remains a local energy storage facility that meets				false

		2277						LN		88		18		false		          18      the definition of a major utility development.  It is				false

		2278						LN		88		19		false		          19      not designed to be regional in nature.  It's proposed				false

		2279						LN		88		20		false		          20      on a smaller scale, and its impacts to the built and				false

		2280						LN		88		21		false		          21      natural environments will be de minimis.				false

		2281						LN		88		22		false		          22          In light of the County's administrative				false

		2282						LN		88		23		false		          23      interpretation, the standards addressed in the				false

		2283						LN		88		24		false		          24      land-use consistency review document are focused on				false

		2284						LN		88		25		false		          25      the project's classification as a major utility				false

		2285						PG		89		0		false		page 89				false

		2286						LN		89		1		false		           1      development.				false

		2287						LN		89		2		false		           2          Now I'll walk through the land-use consistency				false

		2288						LN		89		3		false		           3      piece.  The project is located within the				false

		2289						LN		89		4		false		           4      agricultural natural resource land zone.  According				false

		2290						LN		89		5		false		           5      to Skagit County Code 14.16.400, major utility				false

		2291						LN		89		6		false		           6      developments are allowed as a hearing examiner				false

		2292						LN		89		7		false		           7      special use in the zone.  In other words, the County				false

		2293						LN		89		8		false		           8      would allow this project to proceed with conditions				false

		2294						LN		89		9		false		           9      to ensure the project complies with the applicable				false

		2295						LN		89		10		false		          10      criteria, such as setbacks.				false

		2296						LN		89		11		false		          11          Note that a segment of Skagit PUD water line will				false

		2297						LN		89		12		false		          12      need to be upgraded as part of project construction.				false

		2298						LN		89		13		false		          13      This water line upgrade is described in the ASC so				false

		2299						LN		89		14		false		          14      impacts can be evaluate, but it is not intended to be				false

		2300						LN		89		15		false		          15      included in or regulated by the site certification				false

		2301						LN		89		16		false		          16      agreement, because it will be reviewed and approved				false

		2302						LN		89		17		false		          17      through the PUD's processes and deeded over to Skagit				false

		2303						LN		89		18		false		          18      PUD following construction.  This water line segment				false

		2304						LN		89		19		false		          19      is located in the rural reserve zone.  Major utility				false

		2305						LN		89		20		false		          20      developments are also allowed as a hearing examiner				false

		2306						LN		89		21		false		          21      special use zone.				false

		2307						LN		89		22		false		          22          In Section 3 of the land-use consistency review,				false

		2308						LN		89		23		false		          23      the project's consistency with applicable goals and				false

		2309						LN		89		24		false		          24      policies of the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan is				false

		2310						LN		89		25		false		          25      demonstrated.  And sorry.  The goals and policies of				false

		2311						PG		90		0		false		page 90				false

		2312						LN		90		1		false		           1      the comprehensive plan are considered blueprints for				false

		2313						LN		90		2		false		           2      the zoning code.  The Skagit County Comprehensive				false

		2314						LN		90		3		false		           3      Plan includes goals and policies for preservation of				false

		2315						LN		90		4		false		           4      agricultural land for agricultural uses.  The main				false

		2316						LN		90		5		false		           5      project parcel where BESS facilities would be				false

		2317						LN		90		6		false		           6      constructed is approximately 14 acres in size.  About				false

		2318						LN		90		7		false		           7      half of this parcel is currently developed with four				false

		2319						LN		90		8		false		           8      existing structures and three overhead transmission				false

		2320						LN		90		9		false		           9      lines.  The remaining seven acres are disconnected				false

		2321						LN		90		10		false		          10      from larger agricultural production as Minkler Road				false

		2322						LN		90		11		false		          11      borders the south -- the northwestern portion of the				false

		2323						LN		90		12		false		          12      parcel and the underlying landowner does not own any				false

		2324						LN		90		13		false		          13      of the abutting parcels.  Because the project would				false

		2325						LN		90		14		false		          14      impact wetlands and frequently flooded areas, the ASC				false

		2326						LN		90		15		false		          15      provides an analysis of impacts and proposes				false

		2327						LN		90		16		false		          16      mitigation accordingly.				false

		2328						LN		90		17		false		          17          Section 4 of the land-use consistency review				false

		2329						LN		90		18		false		          18      provides a detailed assessment of compliance with the				false

		2330						LN		90		19		false		          19      applicable provisions of the Skagit County Code.				false

		2331						LN		90		20		false		          20      Here are a few examples.				false

		2332						LN		90		21		false		          21          Setbacks of 35 feet in the front, 15 feet on the				false

		2333						LN		90		22		false		          22      sides, and 35 feet in the rear are required and are				false

		2334						LN		90		23		false		          23      met.  A maximum height of 40 feet.  The tallest				false

		2335						LN		90		24		false		          24      project component, the lightning mast, is estimated				false

		2336						LN		90		25		false		          25      to be about 30 feet in height.				false
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		2339						LN		91		2		false		           2      existing developed area of compatible structures in				false

		2340						LN		91		3		false		           3      the same ownership.  This is met because the subject				false

		2341						LN		91		4		false		           4      property and adjacent properties contain existing				false

		2342						LN		91		5		false		           5      electrical utilities, including three transmission				false

		2343						LN		91		6		false		           6      lines and PSE's Sedro-Woolley substation.				false

		2344						LN		91		7		false		           7          Other code requirements, such as landscaping,				false

		2345						LN		91		8		false		           8      low-impact development, parking, and performance				false

		2346						LN		91		9		false		           9      standards, involving vibration, heat, glare, steam,				false

		2347						LN		91		10		false		          10      noise, and electrical disturbance are met.  With				false

		2348						LN		91		11		false		          11      EFSEC's concurrence and the County's determination				false

		2349						LN		91		12		false		          12      that this project is an allowed use, EFSEC will need				false

		2350						LN		91		13		false		          13      to assess whether any conditions are required, such				false

		2351						LN		91		14		false		          14      as setbacks or maximal structure height.  These				false

		2352						LN		91		15		false		          15      conditions would be included with the site				false

		2353						LN		91		16		false		          16      certification agreement to ensure compliance with the				false

		2354						LN		91		17		false		          17      applicable provisions of the Skagit County Code.				false

		2355						LN		91		18		false		          18      Specific conditions would be assessed by the Council				false

		2356						LN		91		19		false		          19      and staff as part of future processes.				false

		2357						LN		91		20		false		          20          Thank you very much for your time.  Please let me				false

		2358						LN		91		21		false		          21      know if you have any questions.				false

		2359						LN		91		22		false		          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.				false

		2360						LN		91		23		false		          23          Mr. McMahon.				false

		2361						LN		91		24		false		          24                        MR. McMAHON:  Tim McMahon, for the				false

		2362						LN		91		25		false		          25      record, with Stoel Rives law firm, and I am legal				false
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		2364						LN		92		1		false		           1      counsel to the project.				false

		2365						LN		92		2		false		           2          Fundamentally, as the Council is aware, the				false

		2366						LN		92		3		false		           3      land-use consistency hearing's purpose is to				false

		2367						LN		92		4		false		           4      determine whether a project is consistent and in				false

		2368						LN		92		5		false		           5      compliance with land-use plans and zoning ordinances.				false

		2369						LN		92		6		false		           6      Goldeneye has requested that EFSEC use its expedited				false

		2370						LN		92		7		false		           7      review process for the application for site				false

		2371						LN		92		8		false		           8      certification.  And to be eligible for expedited				false

		2372						LN		92		9		false		           9      review, EFSEC must find the project is consistent and				false

		2373						LN		92		10		false		          10      in compliance with the city, county, or regional				false

		2374						LN		92		11		false		          11      land-use plans or zoning ordinances.				false

		2375						LN		92		12		false		          12          The process then turns to SEPA -- State				false

		2376						LN		92		13		false		          13      Environmental Policy Act -- review to evaluate				false

		2377						LN		92		14		false		          14      eligibility for expedited permitting.  The relevant				false

		2378						LN		92		15		false		          15      inquiry for EFSEC's land-use analysis is whether the				false

		2379						LN		92		16		false		          16      pertinent land-use provisions prohibit the proposed				false

		2380						LN		92		17		false		          17      project site, quote, expressly or by operation				false

		2381						LN		92		18		false		          18      clearly, convincingly, and unequivocally.  So if a				false

		2382						LN		92		19		false		          19      project can be permitted either outright or				false

		2383						LN		92		20		false		          20      conditionally, it is consistent and in compliance				false

		2384						LN		92		21		false		          21      with the local land-use provisions for the purposes				false

		2385						LN		92		22		false		          22      of RCW 80.50.090(2).				false

		2386						LN		92		23		false		          23          For every EFSEC project, the rules contemplate				false

		2387						LN		92		24		false		          24      that EFSEC and the applicant will work with the				false

		2388						LN		92		25		false		          25      County to seek a certificate of land-use consistency.				false

		2389						PG		93		0		false		page 93				false

		2390						LN		93		1		false		           1      If a local jurisdiction believes that a proposed				false

		2391						LN		93		2		false		           2      EFSEC project is consistent and in compliance with				false

		2392						LN		93		3		false		           3      its land-use plans and zoning ordinances, it may				false

		2393						LN		93		4		false		           4      provide and the applicant may enter a certificate				false

		2394						LN		93		5		false		           5      from local authorities attesting to the fact that the				false

		2395						LN		93		6		false		           6      proposal is consistent and in compliance with				false

		2396						LN		93		7		false		           7      land-use plans and zoning ordinances.				false

		2397						LN		93		8		false		           8          The certificate of consistency provides prima				false

		2398						LN		93		9		false		           9      facie proof of consistency and compliance with				false

		2399						LN		93		10		false		          10      applicable land-use plans and zoning ordinances, and				false

		2400						LN		93		11		false		          11      the inquiry ends there.  No separate land-use				false

		2401						LN		93		12		false		          12      adjudication is needed under those circumstances.				false

		2402						LN		93		13		false		          13      And coupled with a favorable SEPA decision, the				false

		2403						LN		93		14		false		          14      project should be able to secure expedited				false

		2404						LN		93		15		false		          15      permitting.				false

		2405						LN		93		16		false		          16          And for this project, summer vacations,				false

		2406						LN		93		17		false		          17      unfortunately, and schedule pressures within the				false

		2407						LN		93		18		false		          18      60-day hearing window have challenged our ability to				false

		2408						LN		93		19		false		          19      roll up sleeves to discuss the work with the County				false

		2409						LN		93		20		false		          20      on a certificate of consistency.  We intend and we				false

		2410						LN		93		21		false		          21      pledge to the Council that we will continue working				false

		2411						LN		93		22		false		          22      with the Council to achieve a certificate of				false

		2412						LN		93		23		false		          23      consistency if that is possible, and we think that we				false

		2413						LN		93		24		false		          24      should be able to do so based upon what Jordan's				false

		2414						LN		93		25		false		          25      indicated and what I'll continue to talk about here.				false

		2415						PG		94		0		false		page 94				false

		2416						LN		94		1		false		           1          Absent a certificate of consistency, EFSEC issues				false

		2417						LN		94		2		false		           2      its decision regarding consistency after reviewing				false

		2418						LN		94		3		false		           3      the applicable land-use plans and zoning ordinances.				false

		2419						LN		94		4		false		           4      First, the applicant and local authorities are				false

		2420						LN		94		5		false		           5      directed to address compliance or noncompliance with				false

		2421						LN		94		6		false		           6      land-use plans or zoning ordinances, and then EFSEC				false

		2422						LN		94		7		false		           7      determines whether the proposed site is consistent				false

		2423						LN		94		8		false		           8      and in compliance with land-use plans and zoning				false

		2424						LN		94		9		false		           9      ordinances pursuant to RCW 80.50.090, Sub 2.  I know				false

		2425						LN		94		10		false		          10      this is very exciting argument and information, so				false

		2426						LN		94		11		false		          11      bear with me as I continue through this.				false

		2427						LN		94		12		false		          12          EFSEC review does not consider all local land-use				false

		2428						LN		94		13		false		          13      plan provisions.  As noted in the Columbia Solar				false

		2429						LN		94		14		false		          14      order, a land-use plan includes the portions of a				false

		2430						LN		94		15		false		          15      comprehensive plan that outline proposals for an				false

		2431						LN		94		16		false		          16      area's development typically by assigning general				false

		2432						LN		94		17		false		          17      uses, such as housing, to land-use segments and				false

		2433						LN		94		18		false		          18      specifically designed concentrations and design				false

		2434						LN		94		19		false		          19      goals.				false

		2435						LN		94		20		false		          20          Also as noted in the Columbia Solar order, a				false

		2436						LN		94		21		false		          21      zoning ordinance is a local government's ordinance				false

		2437						LN		94		22		false		          22      regulating the use of land adopted pursuant to				false

		2438						LN		94		23		false		          23      Washington law, and most specifically, the Growth				false

		2439						LN		94		24		false		          24      Management Act.  Zoning ordinances include applicable				false

		2440						LN		94		25		false		          25      zoning maps, zoning map development restrictions, and				false
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		2442						LN		95		1		false		           1      associated definitions.  As Jordan noted, the				false

		2443						LN		95		2		false		           2      applicable County land-use plan and zoning ordinance				false

		2444						LN		95		3		false		           3      provisions are found within the Skagit County Code				false

		2445						LN		95		4		false		           4      and the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan.				false

		2446						LN		95		5		false		           5          Unique to this project is an administrative				false

		2447						LN		95		6		false		           6      decision issued on February 1st, 2023, and Jordan				false

		2448						LN		95		7		false		           7      referenced this in his discussion.  There, the County				false

		2449						LN		95		8		false		           8      confirmed land-use consistency and compliance with				false

		2450						LN		95		9		false		           9      the plan and zoning code.  At the County's request,				false

		2451						LN		95		10		false		          10      Goldfinch Energy Storage, LLC, submitted a request				false

		2452						LN		95		11		false		          11      for an administrative official interpretation				false

		2453						LN		95		12		false		          12      declaring whether the project is a major utility				false

		2454						LN		95		13		false		          13      development versus a regional utility development.				false

		2455						LN		95		14		false		          14      The administrative decision concludes that the				false

		2456						LN		95		15		false		          15      project is consistent in compliance with the major				false

		2457						LN		95		16		false		          16      utility development use as defined in the Skagit				false

		2458						LN		95		17		false		          17      County Code.				false

		2459						LN		95		18		false		          18          That decision became final on February 16, 2023,				false

		2460						LN		95		19		false		          19      after a 14-day appeal period passed.  So this				false

		2461						LN		95		20		false		          20      decision now constitutes prima facie evidence from				false

		2462						LN		95		21		false		          21      the County that the project is consistent and				false

		2463						LN		95		22		false		          22      compliant with code and comprehensive plan, allowing				false

		2464						LN		95		23		false		          23      EFSEC to -- excuse me -- end its inquiry into -- into				false

		2465						LN		95		24		false		          24      consistency.				false

		2466						LN		95		25		false		          25          Sorry.  I'm recovering from COVID, but it's still				false
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		2468						LN		96		1		false		           1      stuck in my throat.  So sorry for the scratchy				false

		2469						LN		96		2		false		           2      throat.				false

		2470						LN		96		3		false		           3          Even if the administrative decision is not a				false

		2471						LN		96		4		false		           4      certificate of consistency, the project is still				false

		2472						LN		96		5		false		           5      consistent with the code and the comprehensive plan.				false

		2473						LN		96		6		false		           6      Pursuant to Washington's Growth Management Act, a				false

		2474						LN		96		7		false		           7      comprehensive plan serves as a County's generalized				false

		2475						LN		96		8		false		           8      coordinated land-use policy statement.  Local				false

		2476						LN		96		9		false		           9      development regulation, such as zoning codes, carry				false

		2477						LN		96		10		false		          10      out comprehensive plans' policies and must be				false

		2478						LN		96		11		false		          11      consistent with those policies.  And by adopting the				false

		2479						LN		96		12		false		          12      Skagit County Code zoning ordinances and the				false

		2480						LN		96		13		false		          13      administrative decision, the County determined that				false

		2481						LN		96		14		false		          14      the project can be consistent with the code and the				false

		2482						LN		96		15		false		          15      comprehensive plan.  The administrative decision,				false

		2483						LN		96		16		false		          16      therefore, is a final County determination that the				false

		2484						LN		96		17		false		          17      project is a major utility development and is				false

		2485						LN		96		18		false		          18      consistent with the code.				false

		2486						LN		96		19		false		          19          Siting a major development on property zoned ag,				false

		2487						LN		96		20		false		          20      dash, natural resource land, or NRL, is consistent				false

		2488						LN		96		21		false		          21      with the code and the comprehensive plan because a				false

		2489						LN		96		22		false		          22      major utility development is not a prohibited use in				false

		2490						LN		96		23		false		          23      these zoning districts.  When adopting the code, the				false

		2491						LN		96		24		false		          24      County determined that a major utility development				false

		2492						LN		96		25		false		          25      could be permitted as a special-use permit in the				false
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		2494						LN		97		1		false		           1      ag-NRL zone.  That decision should be accorded				false

		2495						LN		97		2		false		           2      significant weight in EFSEC's analysis.				false

		2496						LN		97		3		false		           3          Pursuant to -- pursuant to EFSEC's process, EFSEC				false

		2497						LN		97		4		false		           4      will decide compliance with the special-use criteria				false

		2498						LN		97		5		false		           5      and other development standards.  And for the process				false

		2499						LN		97		6		false		           6      of complying with RCW 80.20.090, Sub 2, it is				false

		2500						LN		97		7		false		           7      sufficient that the project siting/zoning, which is				false

		2501						LN		97		8		false		           8      ag-NRL, does not prohibit a major utility				false

		2502						LN		97		9		false		           9      development.				false

		2503						LN		97		10		false		          10          Finally, in issuing the site certificate, we do				false

		2504						LN		97		11		false		          11      anticipate that EFSEC will work with the County and				false

		2505						LN		97		12		false		          12      the applicant to include conditions in the draft site				false

		2506						LN		97		13		false		          13      certification agreement, which considers state,				false

		2507						LN		97		14		false		          14      local, and community interests affected by the				false

		2508						LN		97		15		false		          15      construction and operation of the facility, and the				false

		2509						LN		97		16		false		          16      applicant is fully committed to achieving those				false

		2510						LN		97		17		false		          17      objectives with Skagit County.				false

		2511						LN		97		18		false		          18          Thank you for your attention.				false

		2512						LN		97		19		false		          19                        CHAIR DREW:  I do have a question.				false

		2513						LN		97		20		false		          20          Since February 2023, has the project changed in				false

		2514						LN		97		21		false		          21      any substantial way?				false

		2515						LN		97		22		false		          22                        MR. McMAHON:  I'm going to ask my				false

		2516						LN		97		23		false		          23      colleague to the right to answer that.				false

		2517						LN		97		24		false		          24                        MR. NELSON:  No.  No substantive				false
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		2520						LN		98		1		false		           1                        CHAIR DREW:  With that, we will				false

		2521						LN		98		2		false		           2      ask:  Is there anyone else signed up to speak?				false

		2522						LN		98		3		false		           3                        MS. BARKER:  (Unintelligible.)				false

		2523						LN		98		4		false		           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Yes.  If we do go				false

		2524						LN		98		5		false		           5      ahead, we're going to move on to the land-use				false

		2525						LN		98		6		false		           6      consistency public comment section.  We will call the				false

		2526						LN		98		7		false		           7      participants who have signed up, as I stated before.				false

		2527						LN		98		8		false		           8      Let's try to keep the comments about two to three				false

		2528						LN		98		9		false		           9      minutes, so I won't be as strident as I was with the				false

		2529						LN		98		10		false		          10      earlier portion.  And if we do have time leftover,				false

		2530						LN		98		11		false		          11      we'll go ahead and open the floor to other people who				false

		2531						LN		98		12		false		          12      wish to make land-use or zoning ordinance comments.				false
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		2533						LN		98		14		false		          14                        MS. BARKER:  Kim Rubenstein.				false

		2534						LN		98		15		false		          15                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Rubenstein, again,				false

		2535						LN		98		16		false		          16      if you go ahead and state and spell your name, as				false

		2536						LN		98		17		false		          17      we'd ask other participants.				false

		2537						LN		98		18		false		          18                        KIM RUBENSTEIN:  Couldn't hear what				false

		2538						LN		98		19		false		          19      you said.  Sorry.				false

		2539						LN		98		20		false		          20                        ALJ GERARD:  State and spell your				false

		2540						LN		98		21		false		          21      name just so we have it correct.				false

		2541						LN		98		22		false		          22                        KIM GOOD RUBENSTEIN:  Kim Good				false

		2542						LN		98		23		false		          23      Rubenstein.  That's K-i-m G-o-o-d				false
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		2552						LN		99		7		false		           7      critical mass of productive agricultural land.				false

		2553						LN		99		8		false		           8      Goldeneye project seeks to take advantage of the				false

		2554						LN		99		9		false		           9      economic investment made by Skagit County and its				false

		2555						LN		99		10		false		          10      farmland preservation while degrading the county's				false

		2556						LN		99		11		false		          11      base of arable land.				false

		2557						LN		99		12		false		          12          Skagit County has protected farmland through				false

		2558						LN		99		13		false		          13      strict zoning and purchasing development rights.  As				false

		2559						LN		99		14		false		          14      a result, the assessed value of ag-NRL land is				false

		2560						LN		99		15		false		          15      relatively low.  Nonagricultural uses, particularly				false

		2561						LN		99		16		false		          16      those incentivized by outside sources of funding,				false

		2562						LN		99		17		false		          17      alter the economics of this -- of this source of				false

		2563						LN		99		18		false		          18      funding -- alter the economics of this designation.				false

		2564						LN		99		19		false		          19      The project proposal dismisses several local outside				false

		2565						LN		99		20		false		          20      of the ag-NRL as being cost-prohibitive.  We				false

		2566						LN		99		21		false		          21      disagree.  The project proposal fails to do a full				false

		2567						LN		99		22		false		          22      accounting of the value of ag-NRL lands.				false

		2568						LN		99		23		false		          23          The proposal erroneously dismisses the				false

		2569						LN		99		24		false		          24      agricultural value of the -- of the project parcel.				false

		2570						LN		99		25		false		          25      SPF Farmlands disagrees with this assessment.  The				false

		2571						PG		100		0		false		page 100				false

		2572						LN		100		1		false		           1      land in question is suitable for agricultural				false

		2573						LN		100		2		false		           2      activities, and that is why it is in the ag-NRL.  To				false

		2574						LN		100		3		false		           3      discount the acreage currently available for				false

		2575						LN		100		4		false		           4      agricultural activities ignores Skagit County's				false

		2576						LN		100		5		false		           5      five-acre threshold for designating agricultural				false

		2577						LN		100		6		false		           6      lands.  EFSEC steps outside of its authority and its				false

		2578						LN		100		7		false		           7      area of expertise when it uses -- when it makes a				false

		2579						LN		100		8		false		           8      determination about what is valuable as arable land				false

		2580						LN		100		9		false		           9      and what is not.				false

		2581						LN		100		10		false		          10          The proposal does not align with the Skagit				false

		2582						LN		100		11		false		          11      County's Comprehensive Plan.  Under Section 3.2 of				false

		2583						LN		100		12		false		          12      Appendix H, the Goldeneye project not only fails to				false

		2584						LN		100		13		false		          13      advance any of the comp plan's goal and policies				false

		2585						LN		100		14		false		          14      cited; the proposal's -- the proposal's facility				false

		2586						LN		100		15		false		          15      would actively and negatively impact each of the				false

		2587						LN		100		16		false		          16      items cited below despite Goldeneye's assurance to				false

		2588						LN		100		17		false		          17      the contrary.  It does not -- does not do -- it does				false

		2589						LN		100		18		false		          18      nothing to promote preservation of agricultural lands				false

		2590						LN		100		19		false		          19      for agricultural use.  It undermines long-term				false

		2591						LN		100		20		false		          20      designation of agricultural land.  And it advances				false

		2592						LN		100		21		false		          21      farmland -- and it advances farmland's conversion of				false

		2593						LN		100		22		false		          22      development on ag lands.				false

		2594						LN		100		23		false		          23          The Goldeneye project demonstrates a				false

		2595						LN		100		24		false		          24      disappointing lack of understanding of the Skagit				false

		2596						LN		100		25		false		          25      agricultural economy.  We would like to see EFSEC				false

		2597						PG		101		0		false		page 101				false

		2598						LN		101		1		false		           1      recognize and -- the value of preserving arable land				false

		2599						LN		101		2		false		           2      and take measures to offset the loss of acreage				false

		2600						LN		101		3		false		           3      impacted by this proposal.  Thank you.				false

		2601						LN		101		4		false		           4                               (Applause.)				false

		2602						LN		101		5		false		           5				false

		2603						LN		101		6		false		           6                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		2604						LN		101		7		false		           7      Ms. Rubenstein.				false

		2605						LN		101		8		false		           8                        MS. BARKER:  Randy Good.				false

		2606						LN		101		9		false		           9                        RANDY GOOD:  R-a-n-d-y G-o-o-d.				false

		2607						LN		101		10		false		          10          I was a member of the Hansen Creek Flood Control				false

		2608						LN		101		11		false		          11      Zone Advisory Committee and well aware of the				false

		2609						LN		101		12		false		          12      flooding events on Hansen Creek.  The zone was				false

		2610						LN		101		13		false		          13      designed to protect life and property of landowners				false

		2611						LN		101		14		false		          14      from damages resulting from floods and drainage				false

		2612						LN		101		15		false		          15      waters in the watershed.				false

		2613						LN		101		16		false		          16          Hansen Creek has a history of major rain flooding				false

		2614						LN		101		17		false		          17      affecting most properties adjacent to or near Hansen				false

		2615						LN		101		18		false		          18      Creek.  In 1990, Minkler Road was washed out because				false

		2616						LN		101		19		false		          19      of the volume and force of the water one mile east of				false

		2617						LN		101		20		false		          20      the creek.  This creek can become a raging river.				false

		2618						LN		101		21		false		          21          Several years ago, a cement bridge on Hansen				false

		2619						LN		101		22		false		          22      Creek near the Northern State buildings was removed				false

		2620						LN		101		23		false		          23      by someone, which provided flood control.  This				false

		2621						LN		101		24		false		          24      helped hold back major flooding downstream.  Without				false

		2622						LN		101		25		false		          25      the bridge holding back waters, there's no way to				false

		2623						PG		102		0		false		page 102				false

		2624						LN		102		1		false		           1      prevent the property proposed for this project from				false

		2625						LN		102		2		false		           2      being -- from facing flood damages until possibly				false

		2626						LN		102		3		false		           3      some bridges are installed at both Hansen Creek /				false

		2627						LN		102		4		false		           4      Minkler Road and Hansen Creek / Horn Road crossings.				false

		2628						LN		102		5		false		           5      A large sum of money would be necessary to do that.				false

		2629						LN		102		6		false		           6          Portions of this property proposed here have been				false

		2630						LN		102		7		false		           7      under floodwaters during flooding events.  I have two				false

		2631						LN		102		8		false		           8      photos to put into record showing waters flowing				false

		2632						LN		102		9		false		           9      across Minkler Road into this proposed site.  This				false

		2633						LN		102		10		false		          10      proposed property will face full force from future				false

		2634						LN		102		11		false		          11      flooding events from now after having that cement				false

		2635						LN		102		12		false		          12      bridge removed.				false

		2636						LN		102		13		false		          13          The proposed project is on agricultural land.				false

		2637						LN		102		14		false		          14      Let's not forget that.  This proposed project would				false

		2638						LN		102		15		false		          15      be a noncompliance with all local and State GMA				false

		2639						LN		102		16		false		          16      requirements.  You talk about abiding by GMA				false

		2640						LN		102		17		false		          17      requirements on your presentation, but yet you're				false

		2641						LN		102		18		false		          18      completely disregarding State and GMA requirements				false

		2642						LN		102		19		false		          19      now.				false

		2643						LN		102		20		false		          20          There's no changes necessary in our County				false

		2644						LN		102		21		false		          21      zoning.  Please consider these historical rainwater				false

		2645						LN		102		22		false		          22      flooding events of this watershed.  Above all, abide				false

		2646						LN		102		23		false		          23      by the Skagit County Code's comp plan policies and				false

		2647						LN		102		24		false		          24      GMA requirements.				false

		2648						LN		102		25		false		          25          And I'll attach to my comments two pictures				false

		2649						PG		103		0		false		page 103				false

		2650						LN		103		1		false		           1      that -- that I talked about.				false

		2651						LN		103		2		false		           2          Thank you.				false

		2652						LN		103		3		false		           3                               (Applause.)				false

		2653						LN		103		4		false		           4				false

		2654						LN		103		5		false		           5                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Good.				false

		2655						LN		103		6		false		           6          I do believe that was the last of our speakers,				false

		2656						LN		103		7		false		           7      or do we have another one?				false

		2657						LN		103		8		false		           8                        MS. BARKER:  No, we have three				false

		2658						LN		103		9		false		           9      more.				false

		2659						LN		103		10		false		          10                        ALJ GERARD:  Always.  Please call				false

		2660						LN		103		11		false		          11      the next one.				false

		2661						LN		103		12		false		          12                        MS. BARKER:  Keith Wagoner.				false

		2662						LN		103		13		false		          13                        KEITH WAGONER:  Keith Wagoner --				false

		2663						LN		103		14		false		          14      K-e-i-t-h W-a-g-o-n-e-r -- senator for the 39th				false

		2664						LN		103		15		false		          15      Legislative District.				false

		2665						LN		103		16		false		          16          I am not an attorney, and I'm certainly not a				false

		2666						LN		103		17		false		          17      land-use expert.  Don't have a r�sum� like Jordan				false

		2667						LN		103		18		false		          18      Grace had, which was truly impressive.  I was				false

		2668						LN		103		19		false		          19      impressed by that.				false

		2669						LN		103		20		false		          20          But I would like to remind people in				false

		2670						LN		103		21		false		          21      decision-making positions that just because you can				false

		2671						LN		103		22		false		          22      do something doesn't mean you should.  And I think				false

		2672						LN		103		23		false		          23      Commissioner Janicki kind of set the tone in her				false

		2673						LN		103		24		false		          24      first remarks that just how important maintaining				false

		2674						LN		103		25		false		          25      agricultural land for agricultural use is in this				false

		2675						PG		104		0		false		page 104				false

		2676						LN		104		1		false		           1      county.  And I want to give you a yardstick by which				false

		2677						LN		104		2		false		           2      your decision is probably going to be measured.  A				false

		2678						LN		104		3		false		           3      couple of examples actually.				false

		2679						LN		104		4		false		           4          We nearly went -- let our school district in				false

		2680						LN		104		5		false		           5      Burlington-Edison go broke over a land purchase that				false

		2681						LN		104		6		false		           6      they made, wishing to expand our school, that				false

		2682						LN		104		7		false		           7      happened to be on agricultural land.  It almost				false

		2683						LN		104		8		false		           8      brought the school down, but the County did not				false

		2684						LN		104		9		false		           9      budge, because agriculture is that important.				false

		2685						LN		104		10		false		          10          We've seen uses -- and sometimes it goes against				false

		2686						LN		104		11		false		          11      what I would like, but the County has been firm on				false

		2687						LN		104		12		false		          12      this.  Farm-to-restaurant proposals out in				false

		2688						LN		104		13		false		          13      agricultural areas, things that I think would be				false

		2689						LN		104		14		false		          14      great for the economy.  They're great ideas.  They				false

		2690						LN		104		15		false		          15      don't meet the high standard that the County has set				false

		2691						LN		104		16		false		          16      for agricultural use, and they have been denied				false

		2692						LN		104		17		false		          17      consistently.				false

		2693						LN		104		18		false		          18          So when you're making this decision, I think you				false

		2694						LN		104		19		false		          19      should consider what -- like I said, I'm not an				false

		2695						LN		104		20		false		          20      attorney, but I live in the world of the court of				false

		2696						LN		104		21		false		          21      public opinion.  That's a real court as well.  So				false

		2697						LN		104		22		false		          22      consider carefully.  You may be able to do it, but I				false

		2698						LN		104		23		false		          23      advise that you should not.  Thank you.				false

		2699						LN		104		24		false		          24                               (Applause.)				false

		2700						LN		104		25		false		          25      ////				false

		2701						PG		105		0		false		page 105				false

		2702						LN		105		1		false		           1                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,				false

		2703						LN		105		2		false		           2      Mr. Wagoner.				false

		2704						LN		105		3		false		           3          Next.				false

		2705						LN		105		4		false		           4                        MS. BARKER:  Bonnie Helms.				false

		2706						LN		105		5		false		           5                        BONNIE HELMS:  Hi again.  Bonnie				false

		2707						LN		105		6		false		           6      Helms.  B-o-n-n-i-e H-e-l-m-s.				false

		2708						LN		105		7		false		           7          In regards to the land use, in their presentation				false

		2709						LN		105		8		false		           8      to Black Diamond City Council, PSE noted that the				false

		2710						LN		105		9		false		           9      greatest increase and demand on the grid was from				false

		2711						LN		105		10		false		          10      data centers.  So I'm wondering how -- is this				false

		2712						LN		105		11		false		          11      consistent use for ag land, or is it just kind of to				false

		2713						LN		105		12		false		          12      justify changing the zoning?				false

		2714						LN		105		13		false		          13          There are forever chemicals contained in these				false

		2715						LN		105		14		false		          14      batteries, in metals attached to the particulate				false

		2716						LN		105		15		false		          15      matter, and the toxic pollutants that have been				false

		2717						LN		105		16		false		          16      measured at levels much higher than the action level				false

		2718						LN		105		17		false		          17      in a recent study of a lithium BESS fire.  Is this				false

		2719						LN		105		18		false		          18      consistent with ag zoning, or is that going to damage				false

		2720						LN		105		19		false		          19      future agriculture land?				false

		2721						LN		105		20		false		          20          Technology advances, yes, but since that				false

		2722						LN		105		21		false		          21      advancement seems to be coming largely from data				false

		2723						LN		105		22		false		          22      centers, I'd ask them to find their own local				false

		2724						LN		105		23		false		          23      solutions and preserve ag land.  It is an excellent				false

		2725						LN		105		24		false		          24      question about why not in Seattle.  Who needs a				false

		2726						LN		105		25		false		          25      gigawatt of energy? I was told by IPA.  Rural areas				false

		2727						PG		106		0		false		page 106				false

		2728						LN		106		1		false		           1      should not be compromised to feed urban issues.  To				false

		2729						LN		106		2		false		           2      reference The Seattle Times, to quote, a forecast by				false

		2730						LN		106		3		false		           3      the Northwest Power and Conservation Council				false

		2731						LN		106		4		false		           4      highlights a looming conflict between an increasingly				false

		2732						LN		106		5		false		           5      digital world and utilities' capacity to meet surging				false

		2733						LN		106		6		false		           6      power demand.  The forecast cautioned that data				false

		2734						LN		106		7		false		           7      centers could consume as much as 4,000 average				false

		2735						LN		106		8		false		           8      megawatts of electricity by 2029, enough to power the				false

		2736						LN		106		9		false		           9      entire city of Seattle five times over.				false

		2737						LN		106		10		false		          10          So please be transparent about what the land is				false

		2738						LN		106		11		false		          11      being used for.  This should require a NEPA -- that's				false

		2739						LN		106		12		false		          12      N with -- NEPA.  "N" as in "Nancy."  It's a review at				false

		2740						LN		106		13		false		          13      the federal level before going forward, unless there				false

		2741						LN		106		14		false		          14      is strict assurance that no energy will be used out				false

		2742						LN		106		15		false		          15      of state.  Otherwise, this isn't a utility.  It's				false

		2743						LN		106		16		false		          16      just basically a gas station.  Thank you.				false

		2744						LN		106		17		false		          17                               (Applause.)				false

		2745						LN		106		18		false		          18				false

		2746						LN		106		19		false		          19                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Helms.				false

		2747						LN		106		20		false		          20                        MS. BARKER:  Kim Torgerson.				false

		2748						LN		106		21		false		          21                        KIM TORGERSON:  Kim Torgerson.				false

		2749						LN		106		22		false		          22      K-i-m T-o-r-g-e-r-s-o-n.				false

		2750						LN		106		23		false		          23          I'm coming up here because I'm really disturbed.				false

		2751						LN		106		24		false		          24      We've got a lot of community people here that love				false

		2752						LN		106		25		false		          25      their land, but they -- our whole community has not				false

		2753						PG		107		0		false		page 107				false

		2754						LN		107		1		false		           1      been notified.  I have two properties in the county:				false

		2755						LN		107		2		false		           2      One over by Independence and one right here at				false

		2756						LN		107		3		false		           3      Greenstreet, which is really close to this.				false

		2757						LN		107		4		false		           4      Greenstreet did not get notified.  This has been				false

		2758						LN		107		5		false		           5      going on since February 23.				false

		2759						LN		107		6		false		           6                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Torgerson, I don't				false

		2760						LN		107		7		false		           7      mean to belay your concerns.  That would have been				false

		2761						LN		107		8		false		           8      for the public information session, not the land-use				false

		2762						LN		107		9		false		           9      consistency.  If you wish to speak on that point,				false

		2763						LN		107		10		false		          10      you're certainly welcome to.  Otherwise, those				false

		2764						LN		107		11		false		          11      comments should have been reserved for the original				false

		2765						LN		107		12		false		          12      portion, or you can make them online.				false

		2766						LN		107		13		false		          13                        KIM TORGERSON:  So the land use is				false

		2767						LN		107		14		false		          14      not something that we are notified of?				false

		2768						LN		107		15		false		          15                        ALJ GERARD:  Then that's the				false

		2769						LN		107		16		false		          16      notification portion more than it is the land-use				false

		2770						LN		107		17		false		          17      argument either for or against the project.  You can				false

		2771						LN		107		18		false		          18      certainly make those comments about the notification,				false

		2772						LN		107		19		false		          19      which is an ancillary issue, in the comments section				false

		2773						LN		107		20		false		          20      afterwards.				false

		2774						LN		107		21		false		          21                        KIM TORGERSON:  Okay.  That's what				false

		2775						LN		107		22		false		          22      I was trying to do.  I apologize.				false

		2776						LN		107		23		false		          23          I got notified at Independence, not at				false

		2777						LN		107		24		false		          24      Greenstreet.  And so there's many people that did not				false

		2778						LN		107		25		false		          25      get notified about this project.  And it was done,				false

		2779						PG		108		0		false		page 108				false

		2780						LN		108		1		false		           1      approved in '23.  I recommend you notify the public.				false

		2781						LN		108		2		false		           2      Let the community come and hear what's going on.  And				false

		2782						LN		108		3		false		           3      everybody should be notified.				false

		2783						LN		108		4		false		           4                               (Applause.)				false

		2784						LN		108		5		false		           5				false

		2785						LN		108		6		false		           6                        MS. BARKER:  James Delay.				false

		2786						LN		108		7		false		           7                        JAMES DELAY:  Hi.  Can you hear me?				false

		2787						LN		108		8		false		           8      Hello.  Can you hear me?				false

		2788						LN		108		9		false		           9                        ALJ GERARD:  Yes, we can.  Go				false

		2789						LN		108		10		false		          10      ahead, please.				false

		2790						LN		108		11		false		          11                        JAMES DELAY:  All right.  Thank				false

		2791						LN		108		12		false		          12      you.				false

		2792						LN		108		13		false		          13          The presentation by Tenaska and their hired army				false

		2793						LN		108		14		false		          14      of people to say good things about them was awesome				false

		2794						LN		108		15		false		          15      and very entertaining.				false

		2795						LN		108		16		false		          16          First point I want to make is the approval letter				false

		2796						LN		108		17		false		          17      that was provided by Skagit County was based off of a				false
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           1                        BE IT REMEMBERED that on Tuesday,



           2      August 13, 2024, at Sedro-Woolley Community Center,



           3      715 Pacific Street, Sedro-Woolley, Washington, at



           4      5:31 p.m., the following Public Informational Meeting



           5      and Land-Use Hearing of the Washington State Energy



           6      Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to wit:



           7



           8                          <<<<<< >>>>>>
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          10                        CHAIR DREW:  Good evening.  My name



          11      is Kathleen Drew, and I chair the Washington Energy



          12      Facility Site Evaluation Council.  And sometimes I



          13      even forget the words in the name, but you can call



          14      us "EFSEC."



          15          Welcome to all of you who are here in person and



          16      for those of you who may be joining us online as



          17      well.  This is the first of two meetings.  This is



          18      the public informational meeting.  And this is



          19      required by RCW 80.50.090(1) and WAC 463-26-025.



          20          The EFSEC staff and the applicant will introduce



          21      themselves and the counsel for the environment, who



          22      is an assistant attorney general appointed by the



          23      Washington attorney general, and will explain the



          24      duties of this position.  And then we will have



          25      presentations, and then we will have the public
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           1      invited to provide comments.



           2          The second meeting, which will begin after the



           3      first meeting ends -- potentially about 7:00 is what



           4      we expect -- and that is specifically about land-use



           5      consistency.



           6          And I will begin now calling this meeting to



           7      order and asking Ms. Grantham to call the roll.



           8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair



           9      Drew.



          10          Department of Commerce.



          11                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,



          12      present.



          13                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of



          14      Ecology.



          15                        MR. LEVITT:  Eli Levitt, present



          16      online.



          17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish



          18      and Wildlife.



          19                        MR. LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston,



          20      present online.



          21                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of



          22      Natural Resources.



          23                        MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, present.



          24                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and



          25      Transportation Commission.
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           1                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster,



           2      present.



           3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For local government



           4      and optional State agencies:  For the Goldeneye BESS



           5      project, for Skagit County, Robby Eckroth.



           6                        MR. ECKROTH:  Hi.



           7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Assistant attorney



           8      generals.  Jon Thompson.



           9                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.



          10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Jenna Slocum.



          11          Zack Packer.



          12          Administrative law judge:  Dan Gerard.



          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Present.



          14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And for the counsel



          15      for the environment, Yuriy Korol.



          16                        MR. KOROL:  Present.



          17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And for Council



          18      staff, I will call those anticipated to speak tonight



          19      as well as admin staff who are here.



          20          Ami Hafkemeyer.



          21                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.



          22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joan Owens is



          23      present as admin.



          24          Karl Holappa.



          25                        MR. HOLAPPA:  Present.
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           1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Zia Ahmed.



           2                        MR. AHMED:  Present.



           3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Adrienne Barker.



           4                        MS. BARKER:  Present.



           5                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Trevin Taylor.



           6                        MR. TAYLOR:  Present.



           7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair, there is a



           8      quorum.  Thank you.



           9                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



          10          And with that, we will start with the



          11      presentation and introduction of the Goldfinch energy



          12      storage -- and the microphone.



          13          Once again, so we will start with Goldfinch



          14      energy storage project presentation, and the team



          15      will introduce themselves.  Thank you.



          16                        MR. MARTIN:  Hello.  Can everyone



          17      hear me okay in the back?  Okay.  Excellent.  Thanks



          18      for the thumbs-up.



          19          Good evening, Chair Drew, Council members, folks



          20      on the line, members of the community here in the



          21      room.  Thank you for the opportunity to be here



          22      tonight to introduce the project, the Goldeneye



          23      project to you, and to listen to your questions and



          24      comments.



          25          My name is Alex Martin.  I'm a senior manager of
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           1      development with Tenaska, and I'm the project



           2      director for the Goldeneye project.  Tenaska is an



           3      Omaha, Nebraska, based company with over 35 years of



           4      experience in the energy space, with a long history



           5      of developing, constructing, safely operating



           6      facilities, and safely operating facilities across



           7      the country.



           8          With me are several of my colleagues from our



           9      engineering group, development, community engagement,



          10      as well as environmental consultants and safety



          11      experts as well.  We won't take too much time to



          12      introduce each of them for the sake of brevity, but



          13      if questions are asked and they speak to them, then



          14      they can introduce themselves.



          15          Before I turn it over to Tommy Nelson, our lead



          16      project manager, to introduce the Goldeneye project



          17      and the need for it and its benefits, I'd like to



          18      just take a second to say we recognize our role here



          19      tonight is not only to introduce the project but to



          20      listen to your input and to take action from that



          21      input and incorporate it in the creative manner to



          22      develop the best project possible.



          23          In my experience and my belief, when we take that



          24      input into account, we come back with better projects



          25      and more sustainable projects.  So thanks very much,
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           1      again, for the opportunity to be here tonight.  I'll



           2      turn it over to Tommy.



           3                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you.



           4          Can everybody hear me in the back?  All right.



           5          So we're going to start with a brief overview of



           6      the technology that we're discussing here.



           7          What is a battery energy storage system?  And I



           8      do want to take a quick moment at the top of this to



           9      say that all the pictures here and in the



          10      presentation -- and these are pictures from the



          11      presentation -- while they might have labels on them,



          12      they don't necessarily represent the exact



          13      manufacturer that we're going to go forward with.



          14      That decision hasn't been made yet.  So just a caveat



          15      at the top here.



          16          But basically what a BESS facility is, they're



          17      designed to charge from the grid or store power and



          18      then discharge back to the grid when there's a



          19      shortfall of power.  Important to note that these



          20      facilities don't generate power.  They're just power



          21      that's generated elsewhere.  And once these projects



          22      are built, the facility won't require any water or



          23      sanitary facilities.  They will be unmanned.



          24          A few of the kind of what we like to call quick



          25      facts about BESS at this project size, which is, you
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           1      know, 200 megawatts:  It's going to require



           2      approximately 20 acres of full project footprint.



           3      These do represent a low-impact form of development.



           4      They are low noise.  They comply with the noise



           5      ordinance.  Like I said, they're unstaffed once



           6      they're operational, so there's no traffic -- ongoing



           7      traffic impact.  There's no light or air pollution



           8      once it's operating.  Very low visual impact.



           9          The kind of maximum height of the units,



          10      themselves, is around ten feet, so a single story.



          11      They can easily be obscured with visual buffering --



          12      fences and walls and vegetative buffering -- and we



          13      try to, you know -- we've already begun the process



          14      of working with the County on, you know, what those



          15      might look like.  And then, again, no ongoing



          16      infrastructure needs once these are operating.



          17          As far as project siting and how we decide where



          18      one of these is going to go, well, it does begin kind



          19      of at its point of interconnection at the substation.



          20      Stand-alone BESS facilities have to be as close to



          21      the substation as possible, to -- along the



          22      transmission system to give the project the maximum



          23      efficiency for the grid.  Ideally, they're already



          24      suited -- I mean, ideally they're already going to be



          25      sited next to, you know, either a substation or a
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           1      very constrained previously area with a lot of



           2      existing infrastructure, where our facility can



           3      integrate along with that infrastructure.



           4          And with kind of all, you know, those kind of



           5      backstop parameters in mind, we, you know, look for



           6      the best available site that minimizes the overall



           7      impacts that the project is going to have while it



           8      maximizes the benefits to the region.



           9          These projects like the project that we're



          10      talking about tonight, Goldeneye, use



          11      state-of-the-art battery technology.  They are -- we



          12      only work with Tier 1 manufacturers that we can trust



          13      are going to deliver a safe product.  Manufacturers



          14      that have demonstrated that their equipment meets or



          15      exceeds all of the safety standards that the industry



          16      has either put in place recently or have existed.



          17      And we do work closely with those BESS safety experts



          18      for every aspect of the design.



          19          And here tonight we've got some of our



          20      consultants from our safety -- fire protection safety



          21      engineers and safety consultants that we use in



          22      developing our plans for the project, and they're



          23      here to answer any questions as well.



          24          Once the project is, you know, later in its



          25      design phase, all the safety and technical aspects
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           1      will be certified by an independent engineering firm,



           2      which, you know, is what is required for these things



           3      to get financed and insured.



           4          There are about north of 20,000 BESS facilities



           5      operating across the United States right now, and



           6      several of those are in the state of Washington now



           7      operating.  And I would say that the industry has



           8      definitely learned from some rare yet very well-



           9      publicized malfunctions at some of the first-



          10      generation BESS facilities.



          11          But because of that, since then, there's been



          12      advancements in siting, advancements in technology,



          13      operating, and especially the commissioning of these



          14      projects.  And with all of that collective knowledge



          15      and lessons learned, that's what kind of combines to



          16      make these a safe energy solution.  And on an ongoing



          17      basis, our team is committed to working with the



          18      local Skagit County emergency management folks,



          19      working with the first responders, the ones that are



          20      tasked with responding to these facilities, and make



          21      sure that the appropriate training and resources and



          22      implementation is in place for them.



          23          One of the things that we do when we first



          24      commission one of these projects is we have a



          25      manufacturer-led first responder safety training.
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           1      Excuse me.  And then on a biannual basis, we bring



           2      back the first responders to keep getting trained and



           3      retrained.  And, again, this is led by the



           4      manufacturers participating with -- with our safety



           5      consultants.  And the idea is that, on an ongoing



           6      basis, they're catching, you know, lessons learned.



           7      They're catching updates to fire safety code.  And



           8      they're also catching, you know, turnover in the



           9      first responders as people come and go.



          10          And while these can absolutely be operated and



          11      installed safely, we do know that there are



          12      questions, and the kind of community education aspect



          13      is an important piece of our outreach for this



          14      project.  And, you know, we've definitely seen and



          15      heard questions and concerns about utility-scale BESS



          16      systems.  We do want to make sure that folks



          17      understand that those concerns don't necessarily need



          18      to be, you know, applied to the projects where



          19      technologies are getting conflated or different



          20      applications and make sure that, you know, they're



          21      considered an apples-to-apples comparison.



          22          And we are absolutely committed to working with



          23      our partners in the industry to provide as much



          24      information as possible to our stakeholders, to



          25      answer questions, and to clarify any
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           1      misunderstandings or help provide background and



           2      information throughout the process.  To that end,



           3      we've made, you know, the website live.  We've had



           4      multiple venues here for education and feedback.



           5      We've got a contact form on the website.  Questions



           6      can be submitted directly to that e-mail address.  We



           7      have a project-specific ringtone that you can



           8      download.



           9          We do have a BESS explainer or introductory video



          10      that can be made available on the project website --



          11      or sorry -- is available on the project website.



          12      And, you know, like I said, we got our -- our safety



          13      experts here at the open house available to answer



          14      questions as well.



          15          Wanted to talk a little bit about the project



          16      need, but I don't need to belabor this.  I'm sure



          17      Council heard it there, that the meat of these



          18      projects is driven by the legislative level.  The



          19      utilities then respond to those legislative mandates



          20      with solicitation requests, and these projects or



          21      projects such as these are responses to



          22      solicitations.



          23          The thing that we like to kind of focus on is



          24      that there is absolutely at the utility level in this



          25      region a need for capacity, which is firm
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           1      dispatchable power.  Those are the things that need



           2      to get -- or the generation that needs to get



           3      replaced from retired base load generators or, you



           4      know, contracts that are expiring and not being



           5      renewed for a variety of reasons.  And these projects



           6      provide that firm dispatchable capacity that the



           7      utilities need to keep the lights on.



           8          There are definitely challenges that this region



           9      specifically faces.  The, again, legislative kind of



          10      mandates that -- that filter down.  And then we have



          11      a electrification of vehicle fleets happening,



          12      extreme weather events that keep happening, and then



          13      coupled with that, you've got ongoing growth, ongoing



          14      demand increase.  We've got energy-intensive uses,



          15      such as data centers that a region's trying to



          16      (unintelligible) in, and the region, itself, is



          17      already at risk for blackouts and brownouts.  So with



          18      this firm dispatchable power, that's what is going to



          19      be the backstop for regions such as this.



          20          I do like to point out too that throughout the



          21      process, it's projects such as these that -- you



          22      know, infrastructure projects such as these that pay



          23      for the interconnection or the transmission system



          24      upgrades that are desperately required.  Those do get



          25      included in utility long-term plannings.  But when





                                                                      15

�







           1      the project comes along and supports that



           2      transmission upgrade, that's where it ends up going.



           3          So our proposed project, Goldeneye project,



           4      itself, it's located on -- I think most people here



           5      know where it is, but it's on Minkler Road, just



           6      northeast of the Sedro-Woolley substation.  Kind of



           7      catty-corner to it.  It's on about -- it's a 14-acre



           8      parcel.  About eight acres of it will be encumbered



           9      with batteries, about, you know, less than, you know,



          10      four-tenths of a mile east of the Sedro-Woolley



          11      substation.



          12          And we've got the project parcel under option.



          13      And we -- you know, for several years now, we've been



          14      collaborating with local stakeholders on our site



          15      plans, on our environmental mitigation measures, on



          16      buffer enhancements, on controlling nonnative



          17      vegetation, and several other things.



          18                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Could you



          19      speak up?  (Unintelligible.)



          20                        MR. NELSON:  Sure.  That better?



          21          All right.  So the -- more project details here.



          22      Again, I mentioned this project is just northeast of



          23      the Sedro-Woolley substation.  It is connecting at



          24      230 kilovolts.  This is on the transmission system.



          25      This project does have a signed interconnection
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           1      agreement, and the point of interconnection is the



           2      Sedro-Woolley substation.



           3          We are looking to start operations somewhere



           4      between 2026 and -- as early as 2026 or 2027.  And



           5      it'll -- once it starts construction, it'll be from



           6      kind of start to finish about a 12-month build



           7      period.  That won't look the same all 12 months, but



           8      it'll start and end at about that.



           9          And one thing I also like to kind of point out on



          10      this, I know there's a -- we have this also blown up



          11      over there, but if folks want to notice where the



          12      project is kind of northeast of also Hansen Creek.



          13      And we've stayed outside the shoreline buffer.



          14      That's what the big empty space at the bottom



          15      represents.



          16          And also we have some larger versions of these as



          17      well to look at.  But these are some renderings that



          18      we did for our submittal that show existing and



          19      proposed conditions along Minkler Road as you're



          20      heading -- you know, in this view, heading northeast



          21      on Minkler Road.  So the top is how it looks today,



          22      and the bottom is how it would look during operations



          23      once the plantings have reached maturity.  And we've



          24      also got another view here coming the opposite way on



          25      Minkler Road.  So now you're heading southwest and
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           1      passing what would be, you know, the more inundated



           2      side of the project on the -- on the eastern side.



           3          This is just an extra view there as well.



           4          And, finally, on the views, this is the



           5      Sedro-Woolley substation here.  An aerial view just



           6      to the south of the project.  Very similar footprint



           7      to what our project would look like.  And one of the



           8      things I like to always tell people when they try to



           9      conceptualize what these look like is a self-storage



          10      facility, where, you know, you drive in, and they've



          11      got a couple of aisles you go down, and maybe the,



          12      you know, roll-up garage doors.  But in terms of



          13      visual, you know, line and, you know, vertical



          14      relief, they're extremely similar looking at it



          15      aerially or standing there.



          16          And we'll also talk a little bit about the



          17      benefits of the Goldeneye project.  It represents



          18      a -- and this is, you know, as we kind of review



          19      this, we -- we also want to make sure that we, you



          20      know, again note that this is an ongoing discussion



          21      with the community, and we -- we have been meeting



          22      with stakeholders and discussing community benefits,



          23      packages for the project.  And we want to, you know,



          24      keep that conversation ongoing.



          25          But this represents an approximately $250 million
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           1      investment.  At its peak, it will be approximately a



           2      hundred union jobs from local union labor.  We have a



           3      signed MOU.  And this project will provide energy



           4      security, that crucial capacity for growing



           5      businesses and residential development, and help



           6      strengthen the electrical infrastructure.  These



           7      projects, projects like this, are what allow for the



           8      maximization of integration of renewable resources.



           9      And, you know, in Skagit County, what this represents



          10      is, you know, about a hundred thousand homes for



          11      eight hours or so of power.



          12          And, finally, just, you know, again reviewing the



          13      low-impact nature of this development.  I do want to



          14      kind of point out two specific bullets on here:



          15          That this project will still undergo -- as, you



          16      know, Trevin and I were talking about before the



          17      hearing, this will still undergo a full SEPA



          18      analysis, including a biological Class 3 cultural



          19      wetlands evaluation, Phase 1 environmental site



          20      assessment, and we don't anticipate the project will



          21      result in any impacts that cannot be mitigated.



          22          As part of the stakeholder engagement and



          23      community outreach that I mentioned, we've been



          24      engaging with stakeholders across the region,



          25      incorporating community feedback, and really trying
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           1      to incorporate that into what our plan is for what



           2      this project will provide for the community.



           3          We met with over 60 stakeholders in the



           4      community, including from tribes, including elected



           5      officials, community organizations, and that was all



           6      introducing the project, providing briefings, and



           7      getting any input or feedback prior to our



           8      application submittal back in June.



           9          And I do want to highlight again that we have a



          10      signed MOU with labor.  Do want to highlight that



          11      we've been engaging with the Skagit River System



          12      Cooperative to collaborate -- excuse me -- on



          13      environmental protection with Hansen Creek, and,



          14      again, we have the website and contact form live.



          15          And I will stop there for any questions.



          16                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you very much.



          17          I will ask for questions from Council members.



          18      Is there a way I can get the meeting screen up here,



          19      or will somebody have to let me know if there are



          20      Council members with questions?



          21                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair Drew, this is



          22      Andrea Grantham.  I have Teams open, so I can let you



          23      know if someone raises their --



          24                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.



          25                        MS. GRANTHAM:  -- hand on the
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           1      Teams.



           2                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.  I do have



           3      a couple of questions.



           4          First of all, how many utility scale BESS



           5      facilities have you developed?



           6                        MR. NELSON:  Number of facilities?



           7                        CHAIR DREW:  Or some scale.  Just



           8      give us some -- some -- you don't have to -- some



           9      scale of how much you have worked in this arena.



          10                        MR. NELSON:  40 or 50 active in



          11      development and...



          12                        MR. MARTIN:  Several in development



          13      and several in construction.



          14                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.



          15                        MR. NELSON:  Yeah, I think we have



          16      a handful that are just at the operational stage.



          17                        CHAIR DREW:  And you have a signed



          18      interconnection agreement.  Can you tell us who that



          19      is with?



          20                        MR. MARTIN:  We -- we do.  That's



          21      with PSE.



          22                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



          23                        MR. MARTIN:  Sorry.  Thank you.



          24          Yes, to answer your question, we do have a large



          25      generator interconnection agreement signed with PSE.
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           1                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Puget Sound



           2      Energy.



           3          Is there a specific advantage that will -- this



           4      community gains by having such a facility in their



           5      area, or does it go to -- directly to the grid on



           6      larger transmission flow?



           7                        MR. NELSON:  So the -- the answer



           8      to your question is both.  It helps to think of power



           9      in -- in the same way with water.  Because this is --



          10      this project is located so close to its injection



          11      point, once it goes onto the grid, it will go to



          12      the -- the shortest path of least resistance to where



          13      it's needed.  In times --



          14                        CHAIR DREW:  Do you still need to



          15      hear him?



          16                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I couldn't



          17      hear the answer to the question.  I couldn't hear him



          18      answer the question about how many systems he has on



          19      line right now.



          20                        CHAIR DREW:  So if you would answer



          21      that one again, please.



          22                        MR. NELSON:  I'm not sure how many



          23      we have on line.  We have a few in our California



          24      portfolio that have just come on line.



          25                        CHAIR DREW:  But you said you had a
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           1      number that are in construction.



           2                        MR. NELSON:  We have a number in



           3      development and a number in construction as well.



           4                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.



           5                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  So you have



           6      no track record.



           7                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  So thank you



           8      for your question.  And not hearing the answer, I am



           9      going to ask for questions from the Council, and I'll



          10      try and keep this really short.  And if you have



          11      questions, please state them when you come up for



          12      your remarks, and I am sure that the company,



          13      Tenaska, will take note and talk to you, answering



          14      your question after the meeting.



          15          So we won't have a back-and-forth at this point.



          16      We had the open house.  We'll take comments.  And



          17      then if you have a question, we'll make sure there's



          18      follow-up.



          19                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you.



          20                        CHAIR DREW:  Are there other -- so



          21      the answer to the question in an advantage, yes, it's



          22      close to going onto the grid, but there could also be



          23      an advantage to provide it locally.  Is that true?



          24                        MR. NELSON:  Correct.



          25                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Are there
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           1      questions from other Council members?



           2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  I'm not seeing any



           3      questions right now from the Council members.



           4                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Can you



           5      speak up a little bit for people that are hard of



           6      hearing?



           7                        CHAIR DREW:  Yes.  Thank you.  We



           8      will continue to emphasize that.



           9          Okay.  Then we will move to the next item on our



          10      agenda, which is EFSEC siting -- EFSEC siting process



          11      presentation.  And that will be Mr. Trevin Taylor.



          12                        MR. TAYLOR:  Hello.  My name's



          13      Trevin Taylor.  I am a environmental planner for



          14      EFSEC.  I'll be the SEPA specialist on this project,



          15      helping Zia Ahmed, who's going to be your --



          16      basically your main point of contact through the



          17      project.  He can't be here tonight, but he's online,



          18      so I'm going to walk through EFSEC.  I'm going to



          19      make an absolute mistake that new public speakers are



          20      supposed to say, is I've been on EFSEC for two



          21      months.  So you're going to have to bear with me on a



          22      couple of these.  I might need to get some questions



          23      from more experienced people, but...



          24          So what is EFSEC?  The Energy Facility Site



          25      Evaluation Council was actually started in 1970.
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           1      Their job is to basically help energy projects,



           2      especially large ones, to go through sort of a



           3      one-stop shop of basically permitting and



           4      environmental compliance and overview.  The type of



           5      projects that they're known for basically that are



           6      required to go through EFSEC would be anything from a



           7      nuclear power plant, natural gas and oil pipelines,



           8      underground natural storage facilities.  Those kind



           9      of things require certification from EFSEC.  And that



          10      is going to be basically the product that will come



          11      out of our process as a certification to the



          12      governor.



          13          That -- that recommendation goes through a



          14      commission that we have.  And the final decision, the



          15      final decision that comes through the governor's



          16      office will basically preempt any state or local



          17      permitting.



          18          So tonight we actually have in the house our



          19      chair, Kathleen Drew; online, the Department of



          20      Ecology, Eli Levitt; Department of Fish and Wildlife,



          21      Mike Livingston; Department of Commerce, Elizabeth



          22      Osborne; Department of Natural Resources, Lenny



          23      Young; Utilities and Transportation Commission is



          24      represented by Stacey Brewster.



          25          One of the -- I got to remember that.  One of
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           1      the -- one of the optional -- you have also optional



           2      agencies that can join in with EFSEC depending on the



           3      project and location and things.  It might be the



           4      Department of Agricultural, Department of



           5      Transportation, or Department of Health, Military



           6      Department.  Those are examples that aren't



           7      necessarily permanent seats all the time but might



           8      join as needed.



           9          Also tonight we actually have Robby Eckroth -- I



          10      hope I'm pronouncing it correctly -- representing



          11      Skagit County.  As you know, this project is within



          12      Skagit County jurisdiction, and they will be



          13      reviewing the project as it's going through the



          14      process.



          15          Also what's kind of unique is if a project goes



          16      through a port, then the port will be a nonvoting



          17      member but will have full review of the application



          18      review process.



          19          So what -- I mentioned a little bit, so basically



          20      any nuclear power facility will fall under EFSEC.



          21      Any nonhydro -- nonnuclear thermal plant that makes



          22      over 350 megawatts would fall under our jurisdiction



          23      for certification.  Clean energy, manufacturing, and



          24      transport.  And then there's a couple of them that



          25      can opt in, if they want.  For instance, alternative
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           1      energies such as hydroelectric or solar panels,



           2      landfill, biomass, those kind of things can actually



           3      opt in and go through our process, if they wish,



           4      versus other permit options.



           5          Transmission lines that are greater than 500



           6      kilovolts are required to go through us.  Although,



           7      150 -- 115 kilovolts or less -- or 115 kilovolts up



           8      to 500 can opt in.



           9          Pipelines and refineries and storage facilities



          10      actually have regulations, and they're a little bit



          11      more in detail.  If anybody's really interested in



          12      it, they can look up RCW Code, or Revised Code of



          13      Washington 80.50.060.



          14          So this map here actually shows -- it'll be a



          15      little bit tougher in the back of the room to be able



          16      to see the color coding on it, but it is the



          17      locations that are currently under EFSEC's



          18      jurisdiction.  There's six active facilities:  Two



          19      natural gas, one nuclear, one solar, and two wind



          20      facilities.  The blue marks on there -- once again, I



          21      apologize that the marks are small, a little bit



          22      tough to probably see.  The blue marks on there are



          23      basically facilities that are currently approved but



          24      are under construction or will go to construction.



          25          There's a clear circle that's kind of buried
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           1      under the Columbia Generating Station that's really



           2      tough to see, and that's actually one that is going



           3      through decommission.  EFSEC will follow these



           4      projects from the initial start or from birth,



           5      through construction, all the way to decommission.



           6      So it is a unique office that follows the process



           7      from birth to grave, as they say.



           8          And then, of course, tonight here, we have seven



           9      projects on here that are currently under review or



          10      under application, and of course the Goldeneye



          11      battery storage is one of those that's currently



          12      under review and very early stages to the permit



          13      process.



          14          So where are we at in the process?  This chart



          15      here, I think the key thing with so many participants



          16      here tonight from the community, I want you to really



          17      pay attention to the green arrows.  Those are all



          18      opportunities for you to make public comment.  So the



          19      process doesn't steamroll through.  It's a



          20      three-tiered process, starting with the land-use



          21      hearing, which actually will conclude after the



          22      public comments tonight.



          23          They will have a consistency determination that



          24      will come out at some point in the process.  Then as



          25      that tier follows down, you'll also have a chance at





                                                                      28

�







           1      the initiate -- initiate intervention process to more



           2      public comment.  Goes through a couple more reviews



           3      to adjudicative hearings.  And so that one tier alone



           4      will basically give you three opportunities for



           5      comment as the process is alone.



           6          Tier 2, the SEPA side of it, is which I'll be the



           7      most active in personally.  There is basically a SEPA



           8      determination.  Now, this is where I'm going to -- I



           9      don't -- I don't want to get too far in the weeds on



          10      you, 'cause this is getting into a whole bunch of



          11      permitting nerd stuff.  But there's three things that



          12      I want you to remember.  Okay?



          13          So you got determination of nonsignificance, a



          14      mitigation, a mitigated determination of



          15      nonsignificance, and a determination of significance.



          16      So what do those three things mean?



          17          Basically nonsignificant means that the project



          18      really has no environmental take or no issues on the



          19      project and kind of fast-forward through.



          20          A mitigated determination, it means that it might



          21      have a few takes, a few issues, but they should be



          22      able to come up with some options to kind of



          23      counterbalance that.



          24          Then a determination of significance, which is



          25      the most common one for EFSEC projects due to the
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           1      scale of the size of the projects that we normally



           2      build, means that, no matter what, we can't avoid



           3      some type of natural resource.  And that requires a



           4      full-blown, what we call environmental impact study.



           5      Okay?  That's the famous one most you guys usually



           6      hear about on the news.  A long time to get through



           7      an environmental impact study.



           8          So this case here, if it goes through a



           9      full-blown determination of significance, meaning a



          10      full-blown impact study, you'll have two more comment



          11      periods alone in just the SEPA process.  The unique



          12      feature that comes in -- we'll come back to in a



          13      little bit here on the SEPA part.  But then the third



          14      piece is the permits.



          15          EFSEC actually has authority over state permits,



          16      and we will also have a public comment period before



          17      we send that final package to the Council that then



          18      gets sent on to the governor's office.  So in all,



          19      there's over six to seven potential times to



          20      basically make comment, and we want to make sure that



          21      everybody understands that, especially the larger



          22      group we have tonight.



          23          Okay.  All right.  I'm going to dare to bore you



          24      one more time with a little bit of this SEPA stuff,



          25      but I do want you to understand it.  So if you
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           1      remember I mentioned the other two processes is



           2      basically known as the mitigated -- okay? -- where



           3      they have enough countermeasures to kind of make it



           4      even or just no issues at all.



           5          If a project can show that they meet their



           6      consistency land-use decision along with a



           7      determination of nonsignificance, no take, no issues



           8      on-site, or they mitigate it enough, they can



           9      actually go through an expedited process per WAC



          10      No. 46-43 -- 463 -- 463-43.  That will actually save



          11      them -- they have no environmental impact statement,



          12      so they save the time and money there, and also no



          13      required adjudication.



          14          So if it's the MDNS, there is another 15-day



          15      comment period.  The DNS, no issues, is fast-forward



          16      and they're kind of done.  Okay?



          17          So if a determination comes out of this that it's



          18      one of these two, I want everybody in the room to be



          19      aware that they made sort of a fast -- they either



          20      were able to show that they have a low enough impact



          21      to meet one of these standards.  It's tough to get



          22      there.  And we're way early in the assessment process



          23      to see if they're going to be eligible for either one



          24      of those.  Okay?  So nobody's went past that.



          25          I guess the next one.  All right.  Permit issues.
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           1      So, once again, I'm going go on this real quick.



           2      EFSEC has a unique opportunity from our position that



           3      was granted to us years ago in the '70s.  And so we



           4      do have authority over certain permits, such as water



           5      quality permits or air quality permits.  We can



           6      actually -- Department of Fish and Wildlife issues.



           7      There's things like that.  So because we're a State



           8      agency, we're granted that authority to be able to



           9      try to make it one-stop shopping.  It gives us an



          10      opportunity to have that third process.  And, once



          11      again, this will have your final opportunity -- I



          12      won't say "final."  Somewhere in that process, it



          13      gives you another opportunity to have public comment,



          14      if you wish.



          15          Okay.  So the Council will -- basically, Council



          16      makes a recommendation to the governor.  So that



          17      packet that we're talking about comes down to a



          18      certification.  The packet is built with several



          19      different aspects from those three tiers:  A packet



          20      of the permits, packet of that SEPA with all those



          21      determination things I talked about, and of course



          22      the adjudication issues, if it has them.



          23          That package is then sent on to the governor's



          24      office.  They have 60 days to comply.  The governor



          25      then either comes back with one of three decisions.
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           1      They either approve the application, and they're off



           2      and running, which is off to the draft certification,



           3      or they reject the application, and it is done.



           4      Don't pass "Go" from there.  That's -- so they



           5      definitely don't want to get to that point.



           6      Although, the governor can remand the project and



           7      say, You know what?  You're on the right track.



           8      Although we need you to do this, this, and this.  Or



           9      why did the Council make such and such decision?  And



          10      then they basically come back with the justification



          11      or to do additional research, if needed, to get to



          12      resubmit it once again.



          13          Now, compliance monitoring.  As I said, we're



          14      from the beginning -- from the beginning to the end.



          15      So through the process, the EFSEC staff will also be



          16      monitoring, on environment (unintelligible), the



          17      things that they promise to do throughout the project



          18      and through the site certification agreement



          19      requirements.  Also those permits will have



          20      additional things that they'll be required to do from



          21      construction -- from planning to construction to run



          22      the facility.



          23          So it doesn't just end once they're done



          24      constructing it.  It has ongoing compliance issues



          25      that they have to keep in compliance.
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           1          And then the third spot, if they're required to



           2      do an environmental impact statement, that has even a



           3      bigger pile of commitments that's built into that



           4      document.  And all those things EFSEC will keep an



           5      eye on from the time that the project goes into



           6      decommissioning, which is actually our next slide, I



           7      believe.



           8          So decommissioning.  Once the project has lived



           9      its life and it's time to shut it down, they



          10      actually -- before they can go to construction, the



          11      applicant is required to provide an initial site



          12      restoration plan.  That's basically, we'll call it



          13      the initial ideas on someday this project's going to



          14      live its life, and it's got to go away, and these are



          15      the kind of things that you got to do to put the



          16      property back or to make it the best shot at whole.



          17          Now, what's unique about this is that once the



          18      project has lived its life and they can then request



          19      for actual full decommissioning, they have 90 days to



          20      let the Council know that they're going to do a



          21      detailed site to restoration, which basically before



          22      that's approved to -- because things change, right?



          23      Laws change.  Science changes.  And what's the best



          24      way to replan a wetland or do some type of -- so that



          25      gives the Council now time somewhere in the future to
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           1      use the best available science and best decisions and



           2      policies and laws.  And before they can decommission,



           3      they have to put in a 90-day plan to be approved to



           4      do so.



           5          And they also have to be required to show



           6      financial -- financially secure to be able to follow



           7      through with the process.  And whoever receives that



           8      approved certificate from the governor, it is



           9      basically who is going to be required at that time of



          10      decommissioning to show the financial responsibility



          11      to decommission the site.



          12          So I'm going to close out real quick here.  Once



          13      again, what a great showing for my first time out,



          14      and hopefully it's like this every time.  So, once



          15      again, welcome.  And so if you have e-mail, you can



          16      send to comments@EFSEC.wa.gov, or you can call (360)



          17      664-1345.  They do accept regular mail at the address



          18      there for the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council



          19      at 621 Woodland.  And, of course, during those



          20      comment periods that I mentioned, you can also go



          21      online and write, once again, at



          22      comments.EFSEC.wa.gov.  So thank you very much.



          23                        CHAIR DREW:  And that, I believe,



          24      is a form that you can just enter your comment into;



          25      is that correct?  The comments database?  And is that
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           1      open until what time for this meeting?



           2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  This is Andrea



           3      Grantham.  Chair Drew, I can answer that question for



           4      you.



           5                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



           6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Yeah.  It is an



           7      online -- excuse me -- comment campaign, so it is a



           8      form that you can fill out, and it will be open



           9      from -- well, it's open now.  It started at 5:00, and



          10      it will close at 11:59 p.m. tonight.



          11                        CHAIR DREW:  So you don't have to



          12      write a separate e-mail or anything.  You can just



          13      tonight just go into that "comments" at EFSEC.wa.gov



          14      and just insert your comments into that.  So that's



          15      another way to do it.



          16          I did not ask our counsel for the environment to



          17      speak, and so I would ask him to once again introduce



          18      himself and let you know what the role of the counsel



          19      for the environment, who is appointed by the attorney



          20      general of Washington, is.



          21          Go ahead, please.



          22                        MR. KOROL:  Good evening, everyone.



          23      My name is Yuriy Korol.  I'm an assistant attorney



          24      general here for the State of Washington.  My role



          25      here is statutorily to represent the public and its
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           1      interest in protecting the quality of the



           2      environment.



           3          So as you just saw, there's plenty of



           4      opportunities for the public to comment.  And I will



           5      also be a formal party for any adjudications that may



           6      arise.  So if you have any comments or evidence or



           7      testimony you'd like to submit regarding those



           8      issues, I'd be happy to hear them.



           9          I will enter into the chat my contact detail so



          10      you have those.  And also on the EFSEC website -- I



          11      mean, for the project site, itself -- my name and



          12      contact detail should be pretty readily available.



          13          So, yes, if you have any testimony to submit,



          14      please let me know.  Thank you.



          15                        CHAIR DREW:  Okay.  Thank you.



          16          And with that, we will move to the public comment



          17      period.  We will go over 7:00 in order to accommodate



          18      all these people, all of you who are here who wish to



          19      speak.  And we will have a two-minute time limit.



          20      And I will turn it over to Judge Gerard to manage.



          21      Go ahead.



          22                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Excuse me.  Thank



          23      you.  Sorry, Chair Drew.  I just want to -- hello?



          24      Okay.  Thank you.



          25          I just wanted to make sure that people know that
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           1      the comment campaign website, the



           2      comments.EFSEC.wa.gov, is open for specific comment



           3      periods associated with the project milestone, but



           4      the comments@EFSEC.wa.gov e-mail is available any



           5      time.  Regardless of the method they are received,



           6      they are posted to the website to be publicly



           7      available and made available to the Council for



           8      review.



           9          So if anybody misses a comment, wants to go look



          10      at comments later, they will be available on the



          11      website.  And I've noticed that there are some -- a



          12      person in chat posting some information.  I would



          13      encourage everybody to please submit their comments



          14      through these avenues so that they can be properly



          15      captured with the project record and made available



          16      to the Council.



          17                        CHAIR DREW:  That's right.  We will



          18      not -- the comments in chat will not be in the public



          19      record.  So, again, tonight during this comment



          20      period, you can see the online portion of the screen



          21      that says where you can type in those comments.  At



          22      the top, where it says "Public Input" -- thank you --



          23      the comments@EFSEC.wa.gov is open any time for



          24      comments.  And those both go into the public record.



          25      They are available to Council members.  They're
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           1      available to the public.  So please use all avenues,



           2      and send us a good old-fashioned letter if you want



           3      to.  Thanks.



           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Good evening,



           5      everyone.  I'm Administrative Law Judge Dan Gerard.



           6      I will be controlling the public comment section as



           7      well as the comment section for the land-use hearing.



           8          As Chair Drew said, everyone will have two



           9      minutes for their comments.  She said you can ask



          10      questions of the proposal or the applicant here.



          11      Don't expect an answer, because obviously our time is



          12      limited.  We do have, I think last check, 32 people



          13      that are signed to make comments.  So please make



          14      your comments succinct as possible.



          15          Obviously if -- obviously if you are unable to



          16      complete your comment section, you can complete those



          17      comments within the avenues provided to you by



          18      Ms. Hafkemeyer earlier.



          19          We do have a court reporter here today that will



          20      transcribe everything into written format for us to



          21      review later.  So when you begin to speak, please



          22      state and spell your name just so we get it correct.



          23          With that, with the two-minute time frame, I will



          24      do my best to prompt you when you have about 15



          25      seconds left.  That way you can wrap up whatever
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           1      comments you wish to make at this point.  I'll simply



           2      raise my left hand just to give you a cue.  But given



           3      the number of people we do have speaking today, I



           4      will enforce the two-minute rule rather strictly.  So



           5      please make sure you do cut off at that point.



           6          So I think with that, if we go ahead and bring up



           7      our first speaker, please.



           8                        MS. BARKER:  The first speaker is



           9      Lisa Janicki.



          10                        LISA JANICKI:  Good evening.



          11      Welcome to my hometown of Sedro-Woolley.  And my name



          12      is Lisa Janicki, J-a-n-i-c-k-i.  I am a county



          13      commissioner with Skagit County.  And we have another



          14      commissioner here who will be addressing some of the



          15      issues.



          16          I think the primary -- the primary concern that I



          17      hear throughout the room and that the commissioners



          18      are concerned with is the use of agricultural land



          19      for a permanent project like this.  You know, we work



          20      really hard to protect our farmland, and including



          21      a -- self-taxing our whole population to buy out



          22      farmland legacy credits and putting conservation



          23      easements across farmland so that we have this



          24      ability to literally feed the world.  It creates an



          25      ache in all of our hearts to see a piece of farmland
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           1      consumed with the project.



           2          With that being said, I do appreciate Mr. Nelson



           3      introducing the project to me in conjunction with our



           4      economic development folks at EDASC.  I absolutely



           5      understand the need for enough power.  I have



           6      testified in front of the legislator -- legislature



           7      and asked, You passed all these rules for new energy



           8      codes, new buildings with all electric appliances,



           9      electrifying the fleet, some of the things that



          10      Mr. Nelson listed here.  Who's doing the utility math



          11      to make that happen?



          12          And I remember the distinct answer from that



          13      legislator who said, That's up to the utilities.



          14          Well, that's why we're here.  PSE did a call for



          15      action because I know out at the Port of Skagit, they



          16      cannot continue the industrial siting development of



          17      existing projects and expansion projects because



          18      there's not enough power.  So we need the power.  I



          19      know this is not generation or transmission, but it's



          20      part of the system that we need in place, so I get



          21      it.  Let's work on that farmland piece.



          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.



          23                        MS. BARKER:  Peter Browning.



          24                        PETER BROWNING:  Thank you.  I'm



          25      Peter Browning, the other commissioner here.  And I
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           1      appreciate you coming and talking to us.  I did meet



           2      with Goldeneye early on, and we had a very good



           3      discussion.



           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Mr. Browning --



           5                        PETER BROWNING:  One thing --



           6                        ALJ GERARD:  -- would you --



           7                        PETER BROWNING:  Yes.



           8                        ALJ GERARD:  -- spell your name as



           9      well, please.



          10                        PETER BROWNING:  Oh.  P-e-t-e-r



          11      B-r-o-w-n-i-n-g.



          12          And the one disappointing part was that I just



          13      did not know and I was not led to believe that this



          14      was going to become a state decision, and I feel very



          15      strongly that it should be a local decision.  I



          16      understand that we -- we have been overruled on this,



          17      and it's unfortunate.



          18          The environmental impact.  Hansen Creek is a huge



          19      fish-producing creek, and so there is some concern



          20      that it's absolutely well -- it has to be really well



          21      protected, because this leads into the Skagit River.



          22      Any sort of lithium-ion would be devastating for fish



          23      production.  And so, again, we're going to be



          24      expecting some very, very diligent effort on your



          25      part to make sure that we are absolutely protected.
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           1          The floodplain area.  It's kind of low.  It's a



           2      swampy area.  It has to be elevated, so if there is a



           3      flood, it's not going to be consumed with floodwater



           4      in the spring or the -- or the fall.  So we have to



           5      be assured that it's going to be up high enough and



           6      it's going to be protected area.



           7          And, finally, we really expect that there would



           8      be something on the verge of -- the order of a SWAT



           9      team that is available to come out.  So we do not



          10      have firemen that are prepared to take on a fire of



          11      the magnitude of a lithium-ion fire, battery fire.



          12      So we want to make sure that one of the components of



          13      this agreement is a very easily access -- people who



          14      can be here very quickly if there is any sort of



          15      hazard so that we're not putting our own community



          16      members in danger nor are we putting our community in



          17      danger.  So -- and I'm hoping that will be a very



          18      significant part.



          19          Again, Mr. Nelson, I appreciate our conversation.



          20      You were very honest with me, always, and I



          21      appreciated that.  So thank you.



          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



          23      Mr. Browning.



          24                        MS. BARKER:  Charles Johnson.



          25                        ALJ GERARD:  Charles Johnson, are
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           1      you here?  Or online?



           2          Let's go ahead and move on to next, and we can



           3      call him at the end if we have time.



           4                        MS. BARKER:  Seth Newsome.



           5                        ALJ GERARD:  Seth Newsome, are you



           6      here or online?  If so, go ahead and speak up or come



           7      to the podium, please.



           8                        MS. BARKER:  Robert McCloud.



           9                        ROBERT McCLOUD:  Good evening,



          10      ladies and gentlemen.  My name is Robert McCloud.  I



          11      am a field agent for the Laborers International



          12      Union --



          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Would you spell your



          14      name as well, sir.



          15                        ROBERT McCLOUD:  M-c-C-l-o-u-d.



          16          I am a field agent for the Laborers International



          17      Union of North America, Local 292, in Everett,



          18      Washington.  We cover the northern five counties:



          19      Snohomish, Whatcom, Island, Skagit, San Juans.  We



          20      have roughly 250 members who live here in Skagit



          21      County.  Approximately 90 of those members live right



          22      here in Sedro-Woolley.  I arise today to express our



          23      members' support for the Goldeneye energy storage



          24      project.



          25          The Goldeneye project will provide energy
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           1      security for our local communities as the region



           2      works to achieve a clean energy transition the State



           3      of Washington has mandated.  If we're going to be



           4      relying on more renewable energy, then we need a way



           5      to store energy so that it can be redistributed



           6      during critical periods.  Our union workforce, our



           7      union members are proud to have a role in securing



           8      the prosperous energy future for our communities.



           9      Thank you.



          10                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.



          11                        MS. BARKER:  Lisa Stuurmans.



          12                        ALJ GERARD:  And just a quick



          13      reminder:  Before you begin, go ahead and spell your



          14      name, just so I don't have to interrupt your flow,



          15      please.



          16                        LISA STUURMANS:  Good evening.



          17      Lisa Stuurmans.  L-i-s-a S-t-u-u-r-m-a-n-s.



          18          I'm an IBEW electrician.  I live here in



          19      Sedro-Woolley as a resident.  And I wanted to speak



          20      tonight in favor of constructing this facility using



          21      skilled crafts workers with family-wage jobs.



          22          It's not often enough that we have construction



          23      projects this size here in Skagit County where



          24      electricians like me can work so close to home.



          25          Thank you for the opportunity to speak.
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           1                        MS. BARKER:  Matt Phillips.



           2                        MATT PHILLIPS:  Matt, M-a-t-t,



           3      Phillips, P-h-i-l-l-i-p-s.



           4          I live here locally with my family.  I have



           5      school-age children, own a local business, and have a



           6      13-year career in public safety as a firefighter here



           7      in Washington.  I love the neighborhood feeling and



           8      community-focused lifestyle we have here in



           9      Sedro-Woolley, the abundant wildlife, outstanding



          10      scenery, et cetera.



          11          I'm going to blast through this, so bear with me.



          12      I'm here today to strongly oppose the proposed 800



          13      megawatt hour battery energy storage system in our



          14      town due to the significant impact to our community's



          15      health, safety, and general welfare.



          16          In my line of work, current industry standard is



          17      to anticipate we may need 10,000 gallons of water to



          18      mitigate a single electric vehicle fire.  My research



          19      from TESLA indicates a single EV can hold 50 to a



          20      hundred kilowatt hours of energy.  Assuming the lower



          21      amount of 50 kilowatt hours, we compare that to --



          22      take a quarter of the site that's being projected, of



          23      the BESS site -- I'll skip all the math here --



          24      equals to about 4,000 EVs, a quarter of this site.



          25      So if we had 4,000 EVs on fire, at 10,000 gallons per
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           1      each, we would need 40 million gallons of water.



           2          The point here is to highlight the enormous scale



           3      of this facility.  The runoff would threaten the



           4      Skagit River.  This size facility doesn't belong in



           5      Sedro-Woolley.  The energy industry downplays the



           6      occurrences of these fires, probably because it would



           7      negatively affect profits.  But these fires do happen



           8      and keep occurring regularly, even with modern



           9      equipment and technology and today's leading safety



          10      metrics like the ones promised here by Goldeneye.



          11          July 18th, just less than a month ago, Santa Ana,



          12      California, battery storage facility prompted



          13      evacuation, required 60 firefighters, under



          14      investigation.  May 20th, just a couple months ago,



          15      San Diego, California, Gateway energy storage



          16      facility.  Smaller than ours, 250 megawatt-hour



          17      facility.  Involved in a fire.  Water was pumped into



          18      the building suppression system to extinguish it.



          19      They put a 650-foot barrier around for 22 hours with



          20      air monitoring equipment from drones and robots.  An



          21      evacuation warning in a half mile around the area.



          22      And they stayed on the fire for 17 days because it



          23      reignited.  I've got six more here.



          24                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



          25      Mr. Phillips.  (Unintelligible.)
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           1                               (Applause.)



           2



           3                        MS. BARKER:  James Delay.



           4                        ALJ GERARD:  James Delay?  Are you



           5      present?



           6                        JAMES DELAY:  I'm online.  Can you



           7      hear me?



           8                        ALJ GERARD:  We can.  Thank you.



           9                        JAMES DELAY:  My name's James



          10      Delay.  Spelling:  J-a-m-e-s D-e-l-a-y.



          11          In short, what the fireman just said is totally



          12      true.  BESS fires are a lot more -- they happen a lot



          13      more often than what the developers say.  His



          14      estimates of the amount of water required were also



          15      accurate.  The Otay Mesa BESS fire that he referenced



          16      is the second fire back in May.  Used almost 20



          17      million gallons of water to try to control.



          18          And my biggest concern with this location is that



          19      it's right next to Hansen Creek, which goes into



          20      Skagit, and also its proximity to downtown



          21      Sedro-Woolley.  If you have to evacuate, generally



          22      most BESS fires have a -- both an evacuation zone and



          23      also a shelter-in-place zone.  The average is about a



          24      mile and a half to two miles for evacuations, and



          25      then the shelter in place is usually out to five
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           1      miles.



           2          We have seen, depending on locations, where the



           3      shelter-in-place orders have been placed as far as



           4      seven miles out because of the way the wind goes



           5      through.  There was a fire in Melba, Idaho, where



           6      they evacuated everybody, and the BESS developer who



           7      was building the BESS -- and they actually had just



           8      plugged it in for the very first time at the Melba,



           9      Idaho, fire just to see, you know, if everything was



          10      working, and it then ignited and caught fire.



          11          The developer actually had a contingency plan or



          12      financial responsibility agreement that basically had



          13      them pay for everybody that was evacuated, and the



          14      fire ended up burning for five days.  Everybody who



          15      was evacuated needed to be put up in hotels.



          16          Going back to the most recent -- the -- the fire



          17      in Otay Mesa, imagine having to evacuate everybody in



          18      downtown Sedro-Woolley for two weeks.  And where are



          19      they going to go?  Where is the financial



          20      responsibility for the cleanup of all the



          21      contamination of everything that comes out of



          22      lithium, you know, battery fires?  And the list of



          23      that stuff is exhaustive.  Thank you.



          24                               (Applause.)



          25      ////
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           1                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Delay.



           2                        MS. BARKER:  Kathy Sutton.



           3                        KATHY SUTTON:  Kathy Sutton.



           4      K-a-t-h-y S-u-t-t-o-n.  That better?  Thank you.



           5          I was going to talk also about the San Diego fire



           6      recently.  I think one thing that Matt may have



           7      mentioned but I missed was that not only did it take



           8      almost 24 hours to contain it; it reignited itself



           9      twice within the next two days, and then it went



          10      further to contain it.  People were evacuated for two



          11      weeks.  The evacuation had gone off and then been



          12      reinstated.  Plus what I read also is that there was



          13      hydrogen fluoride released into the air up to 600



          14      feet away from the site.



          15          My concerns are local as well:  Environmental for



          16      the -- the land, the animals, but also the children



          17      and the people's homes.  Within a few miles as the



          18      crow flies up the site, we have Sedro-Woolley High



          19      School, State Street High School, at least four



          20      elementary schools.  We have Cascade Middle School,



          21      Riverfront Park with baseball fields.  We have



          22      Janicki baseball fields, Sedro-Woolley downtown area,



          23      residential areas, Hansen Creek, Skagit River, Judy



          24      Reservoir, which services -- stores PUD water to



          25      service a lot of Skagit County and beyond.
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           1          So worst-case scenario, of course, if there is a



           2      thermal runaway, it could be big bad.  Where is the



           3      20 million gallons of water going to come from to



           4      serve that, and then where is it going to outflow to?



           5      To the river, to the creek, to the soil.  You know,



           6      that's going to be massive to clean up.



           7          Again, our fire personnel, we don't want to



           8      jeopardize them.  APS, Arizona.  Eight firemen were



           9      seriously injured, four of which were hospitalized



          10      for chemical burns, when they had an explosion down



          11      there.  I believe it was 2019.  So a lot of risk.



          12          Benefit?  Maybe.  I don't know.  But a lot of



          13      risk to our community, our environment, and our



          14      children.  So thank you.



          15                               (Applause.)



          16



          17                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Sutton.



          18                        MS. BARKER:  Suzanne Rohner.



          19                        SUZANNE ROHNER:  Suzanne Rohner.



          20      S-u-z-a-n-n-e R-o-h-n-e-r.



          21          I have -- I want to echo the concerns that



          22      Commissioner Janicki had about using ag land.  We



          23      need to eat.  I also want to know who approached who.



          24      Did EFSEC come to the community, or did the community



          25      go to EFSEC?  Who started the ball rolling on this?
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           1          I was looking up for lithium fires today on the



           2      Internet.  On August 12th, in Dutch Harbor, a



           3      container ship on a Yang Ming Wok (phonetic) ship



           4      exploded.  It was loaded with lithium batteries.



           5      They had to pump the hold full of carbon dioxide and



           6      seal the hold off to put the fire out.



           7          Also, questions on decommission.  What is the



           8      longevity of one of these systems?  And what is the



           9      environmental impact of the mining of rare-earth



          10      minerals to get the lithium batteries and the



          11      disposal of those batteries?  What's the entire



          12      environmental impact with that?



          13          And the other thing that really kind of chilled



          14      me was the statement that the final decision -- and



          15      I'm kind of unclear on whose final decision, whether



          16      it's EFSEC or not -- but the final decision preempts



          17      other state and local decisions.  And that sounds



          18      like somebody's giving up control, and it doesn't sit



          19      well with me.



          20                               (Applause.)



          21



          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Rohner.



          23                        MS. BARKER:  Ethan Pfahl.



          24                        ETHAN PFAHL:  It's Ethan Pfahl,



          25      P-h-a-h-l.
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           1          Good evening, Council.  My name is Ethan.  I work



           2      for LiUNA Local 292.  I represent approximately 1300



           3      construction craft laborers, including those who live



           4      and work in Sedro-Woolley.  The Goldeneye energy



           5      project will be the gold standard for all projects in



           6      Skagit and surrounding counties.  This project is a



           7      step in the right direction, pushing us towards a



           8      clean energy transition.  Goldeneye will meet all the



           9      State's new mandates for clean energy while



          10      simultaneously providing a hundred, approximately,



          11      good-paying jobs with benefits for the men and women



          12      building this landmark project.



          13          The Goldeneye project will help limit the



          14      ever-growing burden of stressing the grid.  Goldeneye



          15      will also assist the growing demands of all -- of an



          16      increasing population, the severe weather storms



          17      which leave families without power for many days.  I



          18      understand everybody's safety concerns, but that's



          19      why there's committees like you guys to uphold those



          20      safety concerns.  In general, labor supports the



          21      Goldeneye project.  Thank you.



          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Pfahl.



          23                        MS. BARKER:  Val Mullen.



          24                        VAL MULLEN:  I'm Val Mullen.  V-a-l



          25      M-u-l-l-e-n.  I live 15 minutes from this project.
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           1      And I'm actually opposed to the project, but it



           2      sounds like it might already be a done deal.



           3          I also want to know the life of the project.  And



           4      I'm concerned about the parcels that are zoned



           5      agricultural, natural resources.  Why are we able to



           6      do that in these zoned areas?  If I wanted to do



           7      something like that, I'm sure I would be shot down



           8      immediately.



           9          The project is near population -- a very



          10      populated park, the Skagit River, Hansen Creek.  None



          11      of these are really compatible with a lithium-ion



          12      battery.



          13          And I noticed on one of the maps that you showed,



          14      none of these projects are in Seattle or Everett or



          15      in the populated areas.  Why are we just in the rural



          16      areas that are hosting these projects?



          17          The batteries are not recyclable.  They're



          18      expensive to manufacture.  The mining for the lithium



          19      destroys land, ecosystems, pollutes water, pollutes



          20      air.  The extraction depletes the water needed by



          21      agricultural and homeowners.  And extreme cold can



          22      damage these batteries.



          23          So I have a opposition to this, but I'm just



          24      wondering how much impact our statements have on



          25      this.  Thank you.
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           1                               (Applause.)



           2



           3                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Mullen.



           4                        MS. BARKER:  Bonnie Helms.



           5                        BONNIE HELMS:  Hi.  Do you need me



           6      to spell my name?



           7                        ALJ GERARD:  Yes, please.



           8                        BONNIE HELMS:  You need me to spell



           9      my name?  B-o-n-n-i-e H-e-l-m-s.



          10          So I did like that you talked about the



          11      legislative mandates.  I kind of wanted to talk about



          12      that.  EFSEC has been an independent agency hardly



          13      longer than any rules or regulations for siting a



          14      BESS have existed.  2022, House Bill 1812, as I



          15      understand it, enabled you to streamline green energy



          16      projects to meet net-zero policy goals of the



          17      outgoing governor.  I hope Council's taking due



          18      process and adequate time investigating these



          19      projects and their justifications and involving NEPA



          20      when required.



          21          SCOTUS's decision on Chevron deference should be



          22      considered in your upcoming expedited rule-making



          23      that public comment closes on on September 24th.



          24      There are many reasons to postpone a decision or



          25      demand an EIS.  I'd refer you to the cities of
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           1      Covington and Black Diamond's councils, who both



           2      placed moratoriums on BESS to allow for further



           3      investigation of things like evacuation plans, plume



           4      studies, firefighting ability, and more.  There's a



           5      lot of info available that shows lithium-based



           6      batteries pose many risks to the environment and



           7      community, all while alternative technology is



           8      available.  Data center demand is not a valid



           9      justification in my mind.  Find for a determination



          10      of significance, and obtain a third-party EIS, and do



          11      a NEPA review especially if any of this energy is



          12      being exported out of state.  Thanks.



          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Helms.



          14                               (Applause.)



          15



          16                        MS. BARKER:  Ernesto Avelar.



          17                        ALJ GERARD:  Do we have Ernesto



          18      Avelar either in person or online?



          19                        ERNESTO AVELAR:  Yeah, I'm online.



          20      Can you hear me?



          21                        ALJ GERARD:  I can.  Go ahead and



          22      spell your name, and make your comments, please.



          23      Thank you, sir.



          24                        ERNESTO AVELAR:  My name is Ernesto



          25      Avelar.  E-r-n-e-s-t-o A-v-e-l-a-r.
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           1          I am the director of policy and regulatory



           2      affairs affiliated with the Laborers International



           3      Union of North America in the Northwest Region.  We



           4      work directly with the Washington and Northern Idaho



           5      District Council of Laborers and Laborers Local 292



           6      that covers the area in which the project is being



           7      proposed.  We wanted to thank Chair Drew, the



           8      Council, and its staff for allowing us to participate



           9      this evening to voice our support of the Goldeneye



          10      energy storage project.



          11          As Washingtonians continue its commitments to a



          12      clean energy transaction in efforts to meet the



          13      State's mandates to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,



          14      the Goldeneye project will play an important role not



          15      only in the build-out of the infrastructure, which



          16      will provide support and stability to the system



          17      while providing energy security for our local



          18      communities during extreme weather events.



          19          In addition to the added energy system stability,



          20      the local economic benefits that Goldeneye is



          21      investing by creating a hundred good-paying



          22      family-wage jobs, that will be built by a trained and



          23      skilled workforce which includes a commitment to



          24      utilizing registered apprenticeship programs and



          25      ensuring a dependable -- the dependability of a clean
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           1      energy future.



           2          The LiUNA Northwest Region commends the developer



           3      for its work on this project to ensure an equitable



           4      and just transition, its investment to the



           5      development of a locally trained and skilled



           6      workforce of the community.  We ask the commission to



           7      approve this project.  And we thank you in advance



           8      for your time and consideration.  Thank you.



           9                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Avelar.



          10          Please next.



          11                        MS. BARKER:  Connie Miller.



          12                        CONNIE MILLER:  Good evening.  My



          13      name is Connie Miller.  C-o-n-n-i-e M-i-l-l-e-r.



          14          I really don't have a lot of comments.  I'm new



          15      to this process.  This is my first exposure to BESS.



          16      And so I really have a lot of questions.  I



          17      understand you may not be able to answer them.  But



          18      I'd like to note my questions for the record.



          19          So my first question really is about who owns



          20      this project.  Is Goldeneye owned by the developer,



          21      and will they maintain ownership as they operate the



          22      facility?  I understand that they build and operate,



          23      but it wasn't clear who actually owns the facility.



          24          What's -- my other question is, what supplies the



          25      energy that is actually stored?  Is that existing
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           1      energy through, you know, our dams, our other



           2      sources, or will there be new energy sources to



           3      create that energy that then will be stored at BESS?



           4          And then since this is an unmanned location and



           5      although it's great we might have jobs for the



           6      construction of the project, there's no long-term



           7      jobs here, from what I understand.  Who determines



           8      when that energy is released?  That's a question I



           9      have.  Is that energy released to Puget Sound Energy,



          10      and is it therefore sold to them?  And then who



          11      receives the benefit and the profits of that energy



          12      sale?



          13          So I just don't understand the whole ecosystem of



          14      how that actually works.  But those are some



          15      questions I had.  I'm also concerned about the



          16      lithium-ion battery storage.  I'm wondering if other



          17      options were considered, like lithium phosphate,



          18      nickel, salt, or even new technology recently



          19      announced by Samsung using solid-state for storage.



          20          So I will follow up with some information you



          21      provided to see if I can get answers to these



          22      questions.  Thank you.



          23                               (Applause.)



          24



          25                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Miller.
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           1                        MS. BARKER:  Sally Carlson.



           2                        SALLY CARLSON:  S-a-l-l-y



           3      C-a-r-l-s-o-n.  Thank you.



           4          I'm wondering -- I'm concerned about a meltdown,



           5      which it's not a matter of if it will happen.  It's



           6      when it will happen.  And this --



           7                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Exactly.



           8                        SALLY CARLSON:  -- project is going



           9      to be sitting practically right on top of a mobile



          10      home park with a lot of people who are on very fixed



          11      incomes.  They're not prepared for being housed in a



          12      hotel for two weeks or -- there's -- they don't have



          13      the resources for that.



          14          So who would pay for that?  You?  You guys?  Or



          15      is that on PSE's plate?



          16          That's all I have to say.  Environmentally, bad



          17      decision.



          18                               (Applause.)



          19



          20                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



          21      Ms. Carlson.



          22          Who's next?



          23                        MS. BARKER:  Beverly Laudermilk.



          24                        BEVERLY LAUDERMILK:  The story of



          25      my life.  Beverly, B-e-v-e-r-l-y, Laudermilk,
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           1      L-a-u-d-e-r-m-i-l-k.



           2          Thank you for this opportunity for us to speak



           3      and have our input.  When there's -- we have a



           4      problem, obviously, where as -- we have a problem,



           5      obviously, as just a state.  We're making the



           6      decision to get off of fossil fuels as quickly as we



           7      can for the sake of our environment, for the sake of



           8      our waters and our air.  And I just find it a problem



           9      that our solution can involve a thermal runaway that



          10      may cause pollution in our rivers, in our air, and



          11      it'll affect the environment, our children, the



          12      animals around us.



          13          The gases that are produced by these batteries,



          14      which my understanding is that when one has a



          15      problem, it immediately causes an ongoing effect;



          16      like Sally said, a meltdown.  Skin burns, lung



          17      damage, possible systemic issues.



          18          And I don't think this is a good plan.  If we



          19      have a problem, we need a solution.  We don't need



          20      more problems being caused by the solution.  And



          21      why -- why Mr. -- I can't -- I can't see your name.



          22      You said these things don't happen, they're --



          23      they're better now.  They are happening.  And there's



          24      no guarantee that they won't happen.  And you're only



          25      going to have -- you're not going to have anybody
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           1      manning them.  That just doesn't make good sense.



           2      This is the community that needs this land and this



           3      water.  We need to protect our Earth.



           4                               (Applause.)



           5



           6                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



           7      Ms. Laudermilk.



           8          Next, please.



           9                        MS. BARKER:  Derek Maloney.



          10                        DEREK MALONEY:  Yeah, my name's



          11      Derek Maloney.  D-e-r-e-k M-a-l-o-n-e-y.  I'm an IBEW



          12      member.  I support this project.



          13          Some quick research.  I found a report here from



          14      EPRI that says that the rate of failure incidents



          15      fell 97 percent between 2018 and 2023.  As technology



          16      evolves, you know, there are risks obviously.



          17      Everything that we do involves some sort of risk.



          18      And, you know, we know that we have a problem with



          19      green energy, and part of that problem is storage.



          20          We need to create the storage somewhere.  It has



          21      to be close to substations in order for it to work.



          22      So I support this project.  Thank you.



          23                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



          24      Mr. Maloney.



          25          Next, please.
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           1                        DEREK MALONEY:  (Unintelligible.)



           2                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.



           3                        MS. BARKER:  Jack Moore.



           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Jack Moore, are you



           5      either in person or online?  If so, go ahead and



           6      speak up, please.



           7          Let's go ahead and move on, please.



           8                        MS. BARKER:  Keith Weir.



           9                        KEITH WEIR:  Good evening, Chair



          10      Drew, members of the community.  Can everybody hear



          11      me?



          12                        ALJ GERARD:  We can.  Thank you.



          13                        KEITH WEIR:  Okay.  My name is



          14      Keith Weir.  Spelling is K-e-i-t-h W-e-i-r.  I am



          15      also an IBEW member; however, from the southern



          16      local -- IBEW Local 46 -- representing four counties,



          17      over 6,200 trained, skilled, licensed electricians



          18      and apprentices that will be ensuring that this work



          19      is put in safely, appropriately, and properly.



          20          Many mentions.  I could go over everything



          21      that -- the grid, right?  We are trying to save our



          22      planet, save our environment.  I'm hearing



          23      everybody's concerns.  That's why there are these



          24      processes for everybody to be heard.



          25          The work that we've done in the past several
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           1      years around resiliency for communities rely on



           2      backup storage.  So when we do have a cataclysmic



           3      climate event and power goes down and there is no



           4      backup available, I've heard people mention the



           5      schools and people who can least afford it and -- and



           6      colleges and all these other -- nursing homes.  And



           7      this is what this is all about helping to provide



           8      power for.  This is one -- one leg of the stool to



           9      try and mitigate what is coming in an impending



          10      climate-related incident.



          11          So please consider that, right?  This is an



          12      answer.  It is available.  It can be done safely.  We



          13      can all work together to make it work and ensure that



          14      the community benefits, its done appropriately and



          15      safely, and that everybody -- Heaven forbid that



          16      climate event does come -- we will be much, much



          17      better suited to handle that.  Thank you very much



          18      for your time this evening.



          19                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Weir.



          20          Who's next?



          21                        MS. BARKER:  Elly Wanambisi.



          22                        ELLY WANAMBISI:  Good evening,



          23      ladies and gentlemen.  My name Elly Wanambisi,



          24      W-a-n-a-m-b-i-s-i.  I'm an organizer with the



          25      Washington and Northern Idaho District Council of
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           1      Laborers and Laborers Local 292.



           2          As my colleagues have spoken before, I'm in favor



           3      of this project because it's going to bring a lot of



           4      skilled work for our area.  We have 250 members that



           5      live in this area, so this is going to be really good



           6      for this community and for the future.  We're all --



           7      whether we like it or not, the future is coming, and



           8      we have to be prepared for it, so this job will be



           9      there to help us with the clean energy and the future



          10      coming for this area and for our kids and the future



          11      families.  So that's all I have to say.  I'm in favor



          12      of this project.  Thank you.



          13                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



          14      Mr. Wanambisi.



          15          Next, please.



          16                        MS. BARKER:  Patty Boettcher.



          17                        PATTY BOETTCHER:  Patty Boettcher.



          18      P-a-t-t-y B-o-e-t-t-c-h-e-r.



          19          I live directly across the street from this



          20      proposal, and I've not heard one word about the



          21      Williams pipeline.  There are three major gas



          22      pipeline within 1500 feet of this proposal.  And in



          23      some places, it's only 10 feet underground.



          24          There is also a natural gas service line that



          25      services the area that's on that side of the street.
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           1      Again, less than a hundred yards.



           2          There is a water main line that runs on that side



           3      of the street as well.  There's also the Bonneville



           4      power line on the east -- or excuse me -- on the west



           5      side that has not been addressed.  I'm not sure if



           6      there's a buffer zone for that is all.



           7          Hansen Creek.  We are going to -- there's another



           8      person behind me that's going to discuss about the



           9      flooding that has occurred in that area.  We have



          10      pictures, and we'll make sure that you get those.



          11          There's also a nice new elk herd that loves to



          12      live in my field.  Again, how is it going to be



          13      impacted?



          14          I really oppose this simply because we are a



          15      farming community, and this is definitely going to



          16      impact the ability to continue to farm in that area.



          17      Thank you.



          18                               (Applause.)



          19



          20                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



          21      Ms. Boettcher.



          22                        MS. BARKER:  Virginia Good.



          23                        VIRGINIA GOOD VLAHOVICH:  Virginia



          24      Good Vlahovich.  G-o-o-d capital V-l-a-h-o-v-i-c-h.



          25          I live five minutes from the project.  And I
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           1      ranch cattle.  And it's obvious that when big



           2      companies come into these littler communities, that



           3      farmland like pastureland gets swallowed up first



           4      because it hasn't got wheat on it or potatoes or



           5      broccoli or something like that, and we get it for a



           6      little bit less money, versus building by the cities



           7      that are going to take advantage of the rolling



           8      blackouts they're going to have that we don't have.



           9          So I -- I can't see how we truly benefit in this



          10      area.  We have an active volcano in our backyard,



          11      Mt. Baker.  If it erupts, what's going to flood?



          12      It's coming right down the Skagit River.  It's going



          13      to take all that out.  Sure, it's going to be



          14      hazardous for a whole lot of things, but why add



          15      another ingredient into the mix from all that?



          16          The infrastructure of the road, handling all



          17      these heavy batteries that want to come into our



          18      community.  Our roads are not prepared for that kind



          19      of thing.  I mean, you would have to really do some



          20      roadwork to build this up and make it good.



          21          And replacement of the batteries.  How often do



          22      they have to pull them out and bring in new ones?  So



          23      here's more big, heavy equipment on our roads that we



          24      have little cars that go up and down them all day



          25      long, not big trucks.
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           1          Kids on bicycles still play on the roads here.



           2      People walk on the roads here all the time.  And I'd



           3      hate to have to think that my cows might have to



           4      drink that lithium water.  Because I am a rancher,



           5      and I'm just not for it.  Thank you.



           6                               (Applause.)



           7



           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



           9      Ms. Vlahovich.



          10          Next, please.



          11                        MS. BARKER:  Kim O'Hara.



          12                        ALJ GERARD:  Kim O'Hara, are you in



          13      person or online?  If so, go ahead and speak up.



          14          Let's go ahead and move (unintelligible) so we



          15      can call (unintelligible).



          16                        MS. BARKER:  Erica Howell.



          17                        ERICA HOWELL:  Okay.  Erica Howell.



          18      E-r-i-c-a -- E-r-i-c-a.  Erica Howell, H-o-w-e-l-l.



          19          So I'm not as prepared as everyone else.  I



          20      actually just found out about this today, and I live



          21      five minutes away.  So not as prepared.  But a couple



          22      notes.  Okay?



          23          Kids, small -- like, lots of kids, all the



          24      schools.  I'll just read what I've got here.



          25          How much choice do we actually have in this
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           1      matter?  That's my first question.  I spent my



           2      afternoon studying, and all that I've learned has --



           3      has me here to strongly oppose this project.  My



           4      family and I live just five minutes away.  The risk



           5      is too large to take on, in my opinion.



           6          I've lived here all my life.  I've never lost



           7      power for more than 48 hours.  It's never happened to



           8      me personally.  I don't find it as a major issue.  I



           9      don't hear any of my community members telling me



          10      it's a major issue.



          11          I'm not on board with the three-minute-to-death



          12      toxic gas fumes that could be coming out if -- if



          13      disaster strikes, which 60 have happened majorly in



          14      the last, what, two, three years.



          15          And then let's not get onto the science of this



          16      supposed green energy.  The mining, what it's doing



          17      to our planet -- excuse me -- all of that.  It's not



          18      the way, not the solution, not the place.



          19          And I would like to inquire also on the noise



          20      impact, because you're guys's assessment is saying 40



          21      decibels or less while the other resources I'm seeing



          22      are saying between 70 to 92 decibels.  So what is the



          23      actual noise impact going to be?



          24          And that's all I've got for you guys.  Thank you.



          25                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Howell.
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           1                        MS. BARKER:  Tina Champeaux.



           2                        TINA CHAMPEAUX:  Tina, T-i-n-a,



           3      Champeaux, C-h-a-m-p-e-a-u-x.



           4          I live nine miles north of Sedro-Woolley.  I'm a



           5      property owner.  I'm also engaged in the farm bureau.



           6      I'm not representing the farm bureau, but I am a



           7      voting member.



           8          So I was raised in agriculture.  I love Skagit



           9      County.  It's always been a farming community.  We



          10      stand behind our farmers mostly.  Our farming



          11      community is really under really serious problems



          12      with the inflation and regulation, micromanaging, all



          13      of that.  The farmers are having to hard time.



          14          What I really have a problem with is how this



          15      company, Goldfinch Energy Storage, actually gets a



          16      free pass on farming land.  That just isn't okay.  We



          17      want to keep our farming community, and we want to



          18      keep how it looks, and we want to make our farmers



          19      prosperous.  That's my main issue, is the farmland.



          20          It's also interesting, and I just found this out



          21      today.  I appreciate what this other lady said,



          22      because I haven't had a lot of time to research.  But



          23      it's interesting how a company in New York picked our



          24      county.  And I certainly would like to know how that



          25      happened.
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           1          Anyway, thank you for your time.



           2                               (Applause.)



           3



           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



           5      Ms. Champeaux.



           6                        MS. BARKER:  Mike Rogers.



           7                        MIKE ROGERS:  I am Mike Rogers.



           8      M-i-k-e R-o-g-e-r-s.



           9          I have dealt with several environmental and



          10      safety concerns in my experiences.



          11          Did you say something?



          12                        CHAIR DREW:  Can we pause, please?



          13                        MIKE ROGERS:  Pardon?



          14                        ALJ GERARD:  (Unintelligible.)



          15                        MIKE ROGERS:  I'm sorry.  I can't



          16      hear you.



          17                        ALJ GERARD:  The alarm going off.



          18      If you go ahead and start back over, we'll reset the



          19      timer for you.



          20                        MIKE ROGERS:  Okay.



          21                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.



          22                        MIKE ROGERS:  The environmental



          23      issues that I'm concerned with are -- are leakage,



          24      explosions, fire, and contamination of the whole area



          25      within this project.  How are they going to be dealt
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           1      with?  Leakage:  How are you going to deal with that?



           2          In your write-ups, you say that you will have



           3      water for fire suppression.  Is that the only method



           4      you will have?  And like people have said, that's a



           5      lot of water.



           6          Otherwise, the safety issues and stuff have



           7      really been dealt with with other people speaking.



           8          But I have one -- one thing that I would like to



           9      say.  I've dealt with State environmental, State



          10      safety people, and they seem to listen to what we



          11      say, but they've already got their minds made up.



          12      They don't want it.  It doesn't make any difference



          13      what you say.  It's there.  And hopefully this



          14      Council will be able to listen and pass this



          15      information on to an administration who is pro clean



          16      environment.  Thank you.



          17                               (Applause.)



          18



          19                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Rogers.



          20                        MS. BARKER:  Andrew Vander Stoep.



          21                        ALJ GERARD:  Could you repeat the



          22      name, please.



          23                        MS. BARKER:  Andrew Vander Stoep.



          24                        ANDREW VANDER STOEP:  Hey,



          25      everybody.  Andrew Vander Stoep.  V-a-n-d-e-r, space,
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           1      S-t-o-e-p.



           2          I'm a resident of Mount Vernon.  I'm a Mount



           3      Vernon City Council member.  And I'm an IBEW member.



           4      And -- oh.  Excuse me.  IBEW member.  Mount Vernon



           5      City Council member.  I'm not representing either of



           6      those, 'cause I'm going to go off of what I had



           7      written down.



           8          I hear the concerns of everybody here, and I want



           9      to acknowledge those.  And this is a different



          10      conversation than probably what people are interested



          11      in having.  But I think that the United States is



          12      changing how manufacturing is going to be done.  I



          13      think that we're trying to bring jobs back to the



          14      United States in a meaningful way, and I think that



          15      to do that, we have to have some meaningful impact



          16      and energy transition.



          17          I don't know if this is the answer.  I think it's



          18      a part of the puzzle.  I've lived in Skagit County



          19      for 26 years, and we do not have good jobs here.  We



          20      have very few of them.  We're one of the poorest



          21      counties in the state.  And my high school friends



          22      and many of my family have struggled with that for



          23      generations, and it's a real problem.



          24          And it's a different county than other people in



          25      this room are talking about, and so I feel like
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           1      there's some conflict here.  But a house ten years



           2      ago used to be about 130K.  You're going to not get



           3      anything for less than 400-, $500,000 now, and the --



           4      the jobs aren't there to support that.  Not in Skagit



           5      County.



           6          So that is why I'm in support of this project,



           7      because I hope that this leads to manufacturing in



           8      the ports and in other places in Skagit County to



           9      bring good jobs here.  Thank you.



          10                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.



          11          Next, please.



          12                        MS. BARKER:  Keith Wagoner.



          13                        KEITH WAGONER:  Good evening.  I'm



          14      Keith Wagoner -- K-e-i-t-h W-a-g-o-n-e-r -- senator



          15      from the 39th Legislative District, which you are



          16      sitting in now.



          17          First of all, I appreciate the acknowledgment



          18      that this project does not create more power.  And



          19      that's what we actually need, is the creation of more



          20      power.  This is like filling up the bathtub because



          21      the well might go dry, and then you've got a little



          22      bit of water for a while.  It's not the type of



          23      solution we need to support our manufacturing



          24      industries that are growing rapidly in this county.



          25          I do want to see those good jobs that we're
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           1      lacking here with our IBEW folks.  They deserve good



           2      jobs.  I'd rather see them put in a facility,



           3      particularly if we're sacrificing our valuable



           4      agricultural land, something that's going to provide



           5      energy.  And there's lots of options out there.  The



           6      first one that comes to my mind -- thanks for



           7      bringing up the natural gas lines are right there.



           8          We could put in some natural gas generators,



           9      which are far cheaper.  They don't have a 20-year



          10      lifespan with hazardous waste disposal at the end of



          11      that lifespan.  They're on line when you need them.



          12      They're off-line when you don't.  We understand the



          13      dangers.  And that would provide real power to our



          14      grid.  We do not suffer from power outages at the



          15      main line.  We get them when a tree falls down five



          16      miles away or a transformer gets hit.



          17          So you're asking the community to take on faith



          18      that all of the hard lessons have already been



          19      learned, but the thing about hard lessons are you



          20      never know when it's your last one.



          21          So here are my questions.  You said you talked to



          22      the tribes.  I would like to know which tribes and



          23      what their response is, because I represent three of



          24      them.  I don't think the 250 million is an altruistic



          25      donation to our community, so I want to know what the
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           1      business model is, how that gets paid, and does it



           2      affect our rate payers.



           3          And, lastly, which governor will make this



           4      decision, the current governor or the next governor?



           5      Thank you.



           6                               (Applause.)



           7



           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



           9      Mr. Wagoner.



          10          Next, please.



          11                        MS. BARKER:  John Torgerson.



          12                        ALJ GERARD:  Would you go ahead and



          13      repeat that, please.



          14                        MS. BARKER:  John Torgerson.



          15                        JOHN TORGERSON:  John Torgerson.



          16      J-o-h-n T-o-r-g-e-r-s-o-n.



          17          Little history.  If the long-term residents



          18      remember, Bacus Hill Nuclear Power Plant did not go



          19      in because it could have raised the temperature of



          20      the Skagit River and that Skagit River is the only



          21      one in the nation that has all varieties of salmon.



          22      Excuse me.



          23          And for fire suppression, how are you going to



          24      prevent this fire-water slurry from getting into --



          25      are you building a berm around the entire area to
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           1      contain all these millions of gallons?  And if you're



           2      going to build a berm, will it be a sound-deadening



           3      berm that will protect the people from potential



           4      90-decibel noise all night long as the batteries are



           5      being drained?



           6          Those are the questions.  You know, it's changing



           7      everybody's quality of life.



           8          And also, what about the value of the people's



           9      homes next to this that have to go and deal with



          10      constant noise?  Sure, it may be only 40, but that's



          11      a lot more than just a few birds chirping.  What has



          12      more value?



          13          Like he said, a bathtub or the power or the



          14      sound?  Children.  It's peace and quiet.  Noise



          15      pollution.  Can't get rid of noise.  Thank you.



          16                               (Applause.)



          17



          18                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



          19      Mr. Torgerson.



          20                        MS. BARKER:  Kim Rubenstein.



          21                        ALJ GERARD:  Kim Rubenstein, are



          22      you in person or online right now?  If so, go ahead



          23      and speak up, please.



          24                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You can sign



          25      up at the second part of the meeting?
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           1                        ALJ GERARD:  You can sign up for



           2      both.  It's a possibility.  We'll go ahead and just



           3      move on.



           4                        MS. BARKER:  Patrick Knapp.



           5                        PATRICK KNAPP:  Patrick Knapp.



           6      P-a-t-r-i-c-k K-n-a-p-p.  First off, welcome to



           7      Sedro-Woolley.



           8          I came tonight.  I didn't -- obviously don't have



           9      anything prepared.  I came to listen with an open



          10      mind.  I am certainly in favor of jobs, living-wage



          11      jobs.  That's very important.  But I'm also adamant



          12      about farmland.  Once it's gone, we can't get it



          13      back.  I'm torn.



          14          Also know that Hansen Creek is a place that I've



          15      taken my kids and my grandkids to see salmon.  It's a



          16      jewel.  That concerns me.



          17          But I also have a history of railing against



          18      those that say "not my backyard."  You know, when we



          19      need something, it's, like, I don't want it here,



          20      because it's in my backyard.  And I'm torn because



          21      I'm three -- three properties away, so it's in my



          22      backyard, and I'm concerned.  I'm still weighing both



          23      sides.



          24          What kind of upset me and set me back tonight is



          25      from -- I forgot the name of the company now.  I'm
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           1      sorry.  Gold -- Golden -- yeah.  A $250 million



           2      project, and you couldn't tell us how many you have



           3      on line and operating, and you have no history of



           4      these.  That scares me.  Thank you.



           5                               (Applause.)



           6



           7                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Knapp.



           8                        MS. BARKER:  Celeste Frisbee.



           9                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  Celeste Frisbee.



          10      C-e-l-e-s-t-e F-r-i-s-b-e-e.



          11          I'm here on behalf of myself.  I live within two



          12      miles, on my grandparents' farm.  And my mother,



          13      Karen Frisbee, who lives on Minkler Road in the home



          14      I lived in and grew up in, just down the street from



          15      us.



          16          I just want to address a few things.  I heard the



          17      comment this would be an LID project.  And I just



          18      want it to be known that this is not a low-impact



          19      development for those of us who live in the immediate



          20      vicinity.  This is a major industrial infrastructure



          21      project.  This is sited on ag and rural lands, which



          22      are protected, as you've heard.  Because in Skagit



          23      County, most people don't know this, but we have the



          24      top 2 percent soils in the world.  Okay?



          25          We grow food here so that we can live.  We need
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           1      water, clean air, and food to survive.  Those are



           2      essential things.  Power is not, actually.  And if



           3      you've lived in this region, you understand that the



           4      whole I-5 corridor once was ag-producing and is no



           5      longer.  Skagit County is one of the only



           6      ag-producing major producers on the west side of the



           7      state now.



           8          The creek, Hansen Creek.  If you know any history



           9      about that creek, it suffered major pollution from



          10      the Northern State project, and only recently has it



          11      seen any efforts to mitigate those pollutants.



          12      Meanwhile, people like me grew up swimming in these



          13      creeks.  These creeks are also perennial.  Oftentimes



          14      they're not perennial any longer.  They go dry.  Last



          15      year, they didn't -- our creek that I live on didn't



          16      fill up until almost November.  These are



          17      salmon-bearing streams.



          18          Many people on Minkler Road, including my mother,



          19      have a well.  Her point is only nine feet down.



          20      We're dealing with drought.  The County forbades



          21      irrigation of crops.  Water is a hot, contentious



          22      issue.



          23          The need.  For whom is this need?  Those who live



          24      here?  I think not.  I only see a few of my neighbors



          25      here.  I find it egregious that we were not notified
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           1      in any direct way --



           2                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Frisbee.



           3                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  -- about this



           4      meeting.  I heard about it by chance, and that tells



           5      me wholly that there is not care or concern for the



           6      people who live here and will have to live with this.



           7      I've driven by this site --



           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Frisbee.



           9                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  -- every day for



          10      the last 30 years.



          11                        ALJ GERARD:  We're over now.



          12                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  I have -- I'm



          13      going to take the time that other people didn't use,



          14      who will give me permission.



          15                        ALJ GERARD:  We have two minutes



          16      per person.  Unfortunately, we have a land-use



          17      meeting right after the meeting.



          18                        UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  You can



          19      speak for me.



          20                        ALJ GERARD:  You can actually



          21      submit the comments online afterwards if you wish



          22      them to consider.



          23                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  (Unintelligible)



          24      to speak here tonight (unintelligible).



          25                        ALJ GERARD:  We've set the time
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           1      limits for everybody.  We have been consistent.  I'm



           2      not picking on you at all.  We're now 45 minutes



           3      afterwards.  But thank you.



           4                               (Applause.)



           5



           6                        MS. BARKER:  The following are



           7      recall names.



           8                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.



           9                        MS. BARKER:  Charles Johnson.  Seth



          10      Newsome.  Jack Moore.  Kim O'Hara.



          11                        ALJ GERARD:  Wasn't that Rubenstein



          12      also?



          13                        MS. BARKER:  They're going to speak



          14      later at the end of the meeting.



          15                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you.



          16                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you for all of



          17      your time.  We are 20 minutes late for our second



          18      meeting.  We will take a quick five-minute break, and



          19      then we will start the land-use meeting.  Thank you.



          20                               (Pause from 7:17 p.m. to



          21                                7:28 p.m.)



          22



          23                        CHAIR DREW:  Again, this is



          24      Kathleen Drew, chair of the Energy Facility Site



          25      Evaluation Council, bringing this land-use
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           1      consistency hearing to order.  This is required by



           2      RCW 80.50.090, Sub 2, and Washington Administrative



           3      Code 463-26-035.



           4          During this hearing, we will have testimony



           5      regarding the project's -- proposed project's



           6      consistency and compliance with land-use plans and



           7      zoning ordinances.  That is the only subject that



           8      will be allowed during this hearing.  We've had the



           9      general comments, and this is now very specifically



          10      in order for the Council to create the record and



          11      make a determination on land-use consistency and



          12      compliance with land-use plans and zoning ordinances.



          13          So with that, Ms. Grantham, will you call the



          14      Council roll.



          15                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair



          16      Drew.



          17          Department of Commerce.



          18                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,



          19      present.



          20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of



          21      Ecology.



          22                        MR. LEVITT:  Eli Levitt, present.



          23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you,



          24      Mr. Levitt.



          25          Department of Fish and Wildlife.
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           1                        MR. LIVINGSTON:  Mike Livingston



           2      here.



           3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of



           4      Natural Resources.



           5                        MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, present.



           6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and



           7      Transportation Commission.



           8                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster,



           9      present.



          10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For the local



          11      government:  For the Goldeneye BESS, for Skagit



          12      County, Robby Eckroth.



          13                        MR. ECKROTH:  Present.



          14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For administrative



          15      law judge:  Dan Gerard.



          16                        ALJ GERARD:  Present.



          17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And for counsel for



          18      the environment, Yuriy Korol.



          19                        MR. KOROL:  Present.



          20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chair, there is a



          21      quorum.



          22                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you.



          23          And with that, I will turn it over to Judge



          24      Gerard.



          25                        ALJ GERARD:  As Chair Drew said,
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           1      this is the land-use consistency portion of the



           2      hearing.  We are going to start with the applicants



           3      presenting a small brief presentation and then giving



           4      their comments on that.



           5          We will then segue into those speakers who had



           6      signed up to make comments on the land-use -- I'm



           7      sorry -- land-use plans and zoning ordinances.  And



           8      if we do have additional time, we'll then open the



           9      floor to other participants who didn't sign up, if



          10      they wish to make comments exclusively on the



          11      land-use plans and zoning ordinances.  We'll talk



          12      about how much time we'll give each party once we see



          13      where we are on that process.



          14          So if the applicant would like to begin, please



          15      go ahead and do so.



          16                        MR. McMAHON:  Thank you.  Can you



          17      hear me okay?  Good.



          18          Thank you very much, Judge Gerard, Chair Drew,



          19      Council members.  Tim McMahon here, for the record,



          20      representing the applicant in the land-use



          21      consistency hearing.  I'm here to my left with



          22      Grace -- with Jordan Grace from Tetra Tech.  He is



          23      actually a fact witness.  And should you wish to



          24      swear him in, I think he's willing to do that.  I



          25      will be presenting argument.  You can decide whether
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           1      or not you need to swear me in for that.  But I will



           2      not be actually providing factual testimony.  Jordan



           3      will be, just so you kind of get the lay of the land



           4      here.



           5          We previously provided a land-use hearing



           6      memorandum to the Council, and I believe



           7      Ms. Hafkemeyer distributed that.  If not, it's okay.



           8      It's available in the record and in your packet.



           9          So with that, I will turn this over to Jordan,



          10      who will provide some testimony about consistency,



          11      land-use consistency from his work in developing the



          12      application materials, and then I'll finish up with



          13      about four or five minutes of legal argument or



          14      discussion.  I think in total will be 10-ish minutes,



          15      10, 11 minutes or so together.  So thank you very



          16      much.  I'll pass the mike to Jordan.



          17                        MR. GRACE:  Can everyone hear me?



          18      Closer?  Yeah?  How's that?  All right.



          19          Good evening, Council Chair Drew and Council



          20      members.  My name is Jordan Grace, and I'll be giving



          21      an approximately five-minute presentation on the



          22      project's land-use consistency.



          23          I'm an environmental planner at Tetra Tech with



          24      nine years of professional experience.  I have a



          25      bachelor's degree in environmental science and
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           1      planning, public policy and management from the



           2      University of Oregon, with the majority of my



           3      professional work focused in planning.



           4          Over the last seven years, I've supported



           5      preparation of state and local permit applications



           6      for a variety of new energy and infrastructure



           7      projects, with my main focus being land-use



           8      compliance and consistency.



           9          I'm here today because I prepared the land-use



          10      consistency review, which is included as Attachment H



          11      to the application for site certificate, which I'll



          12      be referring to as the ASC.



          13          I'll start by -- excuse me -- walking through a



          14      relevant piece of project history.  Prior to the



          15      applicant seeking approval through the EFSEC process,



          16      they met with Skagit County staff to discuss the



          17      County's approach to permitting the project.  One



          18      topic of discussion was the project's use category



          19      under the Skagit County Code, which determines



          20      whether or not it would be an allowed use in the



          21      proposed zone.



          22          Skagit County Code Section 14.04.020 defines



          23      three classifications of utility developments:  Minor



          24      utility, major utility, or major regional utility, as



          25      listed here on this slide.
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           1          Following a request from the applicant for an



           2      administrative interpretation, Skagit County Planning



           3      and Development Services issued a notice of decision,



           4      concluding that this battery energy storage project



           5      would be considered a major utility development.  The



           6      signed portion of the approval is included on this



           7      slide, and the notification portion is included as



           8      Appendix A in the land-use consistency review



           9      document.  The County's decision was based on the



          10      project's lack of regionality, smaller scale, de



          11      minimis impacts to built and natural environment, and



          12      local nature of energy storage.



          13          Since this administrative interpretation request



          14      was approved in February 2023, the applicable -- the



          15      applicable zoning code has not changed, and the



          16      project, itself, has not substantively changed.  It



          17      remains a local energy storage facility that meets



          18      the definition of a major utility development.  It is



          19      not designed to be regional in nature.  It's proposed



          20      on a smaller scale, and its impacts to the built and



          21      natural environments will be de minimis.



          22          In light of the County's administrative



          23      interpretation, the standards addressed in the



          24      land-use consistency review document are focused on



          25      the project's classification as a major utility
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           1      development.



           2          Now I'll walk through the land-use consistency



           3      piece.  The project is located within the



           4      agricultural natural resource land zone.  According



           5      to Skagit County Code 14.16.400, major utility



           6      developments are allowed as a hearing examiner



           7      special use in the zone.  In other words, the County



           8      would allow this project to proceed with conditions



           9      to ensure the project complies with the applicable



          10      criteria, such as setbacks.



          11          Note that a segment of Skagit PUD water line will



          12      need to be upgraded as part of project construction.



          13      This water line upgrade is described in the ASC so



          14      impacts can be evaluate, but it is not intended to be



          15      included in or regulated by the site certification



          16      agreement, because it will be reviewed and approved



          17      through the PUD's processes and deeded over to Skagit



          18      PUD following construction.  This water line segment



          19      is located in the rural reserve zone.  Major utility



          20      developments are also allowed as a hearing examiner



          21      special use zone.



          22          In Section 3 of the land-use consistency review,



          23      the project's consistency with applicable goals and



          24      policies of the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan is



          25      demonstrated.  And sorry.  The goals and policies of
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           1      the comprehensive plan are considered blueprints for



           2      the zoning code.  The Skagit County Comprehensive



           3      Plan includes goals and policies for preservation of



           4      agricultural land for agricultural uses.  The main



           5      project parcel where BESS facilities would be



           6      constructed is approximately 14 acres in size.  About



           7      half of this parcel is currently developed with four



           8      existing structures and three overhead transmission



           9      lines.  The remaining seven acres are disconnected



          10      from larger agricultural production as Minkler Road



          11      borders the south -- the northwestern portion of the



          12      parcel and the underlying landowner does not own any



          13      of the abutting parcels.  Because the project would



          14      impact wetlands and frequently flooded areas, the ASC



          15      provides an analysis of impacts and proposes



          16      mitigation accordingly.



          17          Section 4 of the land-use consistency review



          18      provides a detailed assessment of compliance with the



          19      applicable provisions of the Skagit County Code.



          20      Here are a few examples.



          21          Setbacks of 35 feet in the front, 15 feet on the



          22      sides, and 35 feet in the rear are required and are



          23      met.  A maximum height of 40 feet.  The tallest



          24      project component, the lightning mast, is estimated



          25      to be about 30 feet in height.
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           1          New structures should be located within the



           2      existing developed area of compatible structures in



           3      the same ownership.  This is met because the subject



           4      property and adjacent properties contain existing



           5      electrical utilities, including three transmission



           6      lines and PSE's Sedro-Woolley substation.



           7          Other code requirements, such as landscaping,



           8      low-impact development, parking, and performance



           9      standards, involving vibration, heat, glare, steam,



          10      noise, and electrical disturbance are met.  With



          11      EFSEC's concurrence and the County's determination



          12      that this project is an allowed use, EFSEC will need



          13      to assess whether any conditions are required, such



          14      as setbacks or maximal structure height.  These



          15      conditions would be included with the site



          16      certification agreement to ensure compliance with the



          17      applicable provisions of the Skagit County Code.



          18      Specific conditions would be assessed by the Council



          19      and staff as part of future processes.



          20          Thank you very much for your time.  Please let me



          21      know if you have any questions.



          22                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, sir.



          23          Mr. McMahon.



          24                        MR. McMAHON:  Tim McMahon, for the



          25      record, with Stoel Rives law firm, and I am legal
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           1      counsel to the project.



           2          Fundamentally, as the Council is aware, the



           3      land-use consistency hearing's purpose is to



           4      determine whether a project is consistent and in



           5      compliance with land-use plans and zoning ordinances.



           6      Goldeneye has requested that EFSEC use its expedited



           7      review process for the application for site



           8      certification.  And to be eligible for expedited



           9      review, EFSEC must find the project is consistent and



          10      in compliance with the city, county, or regional



          11      land-use plans or zoning ordinances.



          12          The process then turns to SEPA -- State



          13      Environmental Policy Act -- review to evaluate



          14      eligibility for expedited permitting.  The relevant



          15      inquiry for EFSEC's land-use analysis is whether the



          16      pertinent land-use provisions prohibit the proposed



          17      project site, quote, expressly or by operation



          18      clearly, convincingly, and unequivocally.  So if a



          19      project can be permitted either outright or



          20      conditionally, it is consistent and in compliance



          21      with the local land-use provisions for the purposes



          22      of RCW 80.50.090(2).



          23          For every EFSEC project, the rules contemplate



          24      that EFSEC and the applicant will work with the



          25      County to seek a certificate of land-use consistency.
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           1      If a local jurisdiction believes that a proposed



           2      EFSEC project is consistent and in compliance with



           3      its land-use plans and zoning ordinances, it may



           4      provide and the applicant may enter a certificate



           5      from local authorities attesting to the fact that the



           6      proposal is consistent and in compliance with



           7      land-use plans and zoning ordinances.



           8          The certificate of consistency provides prima



           9      facie proof of consistency and compliance with



          10      applicable land-use plans and zoning ordinances, and



          11      the inquiry ends there.  No separate land-use



          12      adjudication is needed under those circumstances.



          13      And coupled with a favorable SEPA decision, the



          14      project should be able to secure expedited



          15      permitting.



          16          And for this project, summer vacations,



          17      unfortunately, and schedule pressures within the



          18      60-day hearing window have challenged our ability to



          19      roll up sleeves to discuss the work with the County



          20      on a certificate of consistency.  We intend and we



          21      pledge to the Council that we will continue working



          22      with the Council to achieve a certificate of



          23      consistency if that is possible, and we think that we



          24      should be able to do so based upon what Jordan's



          25      indicated and what I'll continue to talk about here.
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           1          Absent a certificate of consistency, EFSEC issues



           2      its decision regarding consistency after reviewing



           3      the applicable land-use plans and zoning ordinances.



           4      First, the applicant and local authorities are



           5      directed to address compliance or noncompliance with



           6      land-use plans or zoning ordinances, and then EFSEC



           7      determines whether the proposed site is consistent



           8      and in compliance with land-use plans and zoning



           9      ordinances pursuant to RCW 80.50.090, Sub 2.  I know



          10      this is very exciting argument and information, so



          11      bear with me as I continue through this.



          12          EFSEC review does not consider all local land-use



          13      plan provisions.  As noted in the Columbia Solar



          14      order, a land-use plan includes the portions of a



          15      comprehensive plan that outline proposals for an



          16      area's development typically by assigning general



          17      uses, such as housing, to land-use segments and



          18      specifically designed concentrations and design



          19      goals.



          20          Also as noted in the Columbia Solar order, a



          21      zoning ordinance is a local government's ordinance



          22      regulating the use of land adopted pursuant to



          23      Washington law, and most specifically, the Growth



          24      Management Act.  Zoning ordinances include applicable



          25      zoning maps, zoning map development restrictions, and
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           1      associated definitions.  As Jordan noted, the



           2      applicable County land-use plan and zoning ordinance



           3      provisions are found within the Skagit County Code



           4      and the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan.



           5          Unique to this project is an administrative



           6      decision issued on February 1st, 2023, and Jordan



           7      referenced this in his discussion.  There, the County



           8      confirmed land-use consistency and compliance with



           9      the plan and zoning code.  At the County's request,



          10      Goldfinch Energy Storage, LLC, submitted a request



          11      for an administrative official interpretation



          12      declaring whether the project is a major utility



          13      development versus a regional utility development.



          14      The administrative decision concludes that the



          15      project is consistent in compliance with the major



          16      utility development use as defined in the Skagit



          17      County Code.



          18          That decision became final on February 16, 2023,



          19      after a 14-day appeal period passed.  So this



          20      decision now constitutes prima facie evidence from



          21      the County that the project is consistent and



          22      compliant with code and comprehensive plan, allowing



          23      EFSEC to -- excuse me -- end its inquiry into -- into



          24      consistency.



          25          Sorry.  I'm recovering from COVID, but it's still
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           1      stuck in my throat.  So sorry for the scratchy



           2      throat.



           3          Even if the administrative decision is not a



           4      certificate of consistency, the project is still



           5      consistent with the code and the comprehensive plan.



           6      Pursuant to Washington's Growth Management Act, a



           7      comprehensive plan serves as a County's generalized



           8      coordinated land-use policy statement.  Local



           9      development regulation, such as zoning codes, carry



          10      out comprehensive plans' policies and must be



          11      consistent with those policies.  And by adopting the



          12      Skagit County Code zoning ordinances and the



          13      administrative decision, the County determined that



          14      the project can be consistent with the code and the



          15      comprehensive plan.  The administrative decision,



          16      therefore, is a final County determination that the



          17      project is a major utility development and is



          18      consistent with the code.



          19          Siting a major development on property zoned ag,



          20      dash, natural resource land, or NRL, is consistent



          21      with the code and the comprehensive plan because a



          22      major utility development is not a prohibited use in



          23      these zoning districts.  When adopting the code, the



          24      County determined that a major utility development



          25      could be permitted as a special-use permit in the
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           1      ag-NRL zone.  That decision should be accorded



           2      significant weight in EFSEC's analysis.



           3          Pursuant to -- pursuant to EFSEC's process, EFSEC



           4      will decide compliance with the special-use criteria



           5      and other development standards.  And for the process



           6      of complying with RCW 80.20.090, Sub 2, it is



           7      sufficient that the project siting/zoning, which is



           8      ag-NRL, does not prohibit a major utility



           9      development.



          10          Finally, in issuing the site certificate, we do



          11      anticipate that EFSEC will work with the County and



          12      the applicant to include conditions in the draft site



          13      certification agreement, which considers state,



          14      local, and community interests affected by the



          15      construction and operation of the facility, and the



          16      applicant is fully committed to achieving those



          17      objectives with Skagit County.



          18          Thank you for your attention.



          19                        CHAIR DREW:  I do have a question.



          20          Since February 2023, has the project changed in



          21      any substantial way?



          22                        MR. McMAHON:  I'm going to ask my



          23      colleague to the right to answer that.



          24                        MR. NELSON:  No.  No substantive



          25      changes.
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           1                        CHAIR DREW:  With that, we will



           2      ask:  Is there anyone else signed up to speak?



           3                        MS. BARKER:  (Unintelligible.)



           4                        ALJ GERARD:  Yes.  If we do go



           5      ahead, we're going to move on to the land-use



           6      consistency public comment section.  We will call the



           7      participants who have signed up, as I stated before.



           8      Let's try to keep the comments about two to three



           9      minutes, so I won't be as strident as I was with the



          10      earlier portion.  And if we do have time leftover,



          11      we'll go ahead and open the floor to other people who



          12      wish to make land-use or zoning ordinance comments.



          13          Go ahead, please.



          14                        MS. BARKER:  Kim Rubenstein.



          15                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Rubenstein, again,



          16      if you go ahead and state and spell your name, as



          17      we'd ask other participants.



          18                        KIM RUBENSTEIN:  Couldn't hear what



          19      you said.  Sorry.



          20                        ALJ GERARD:  State and spell your



          21      name just so we have it correct.



          22                        KIM GOOD RUBENSTEIN:  Kim Good



          23      Rubenstein.  That's K-i-m G-o-o-d



          24      R-u-b-e-n-s-t-e-i-n.



          25          Okay.  On behalf of Skagitonians to Preserve
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           1      Farmland, I am here to express our opposition to the



           2      proposal of the Golden battery storage project.



           3      Skagitonians to Preserve Farmland opposes the use of



           4      agricultural land for purposes that negatively impact



           5      farmland in Skagit County.  Ag-NRL lands were



           6      designated by the County as a means of protecting a



           7      critical mass of productive agricultural land.



           8      Goldeneye project seeks to take advantage of the



           9      economic investment made by Skagit County and its



          10      farmland preservation while degrading the county's



          11      base of arable land.



          12          Skagit County has protected farmland through



          13      strict zoning and purchasing development rights.  As



          14      a result, the assessed value of ag-NRL land is



          15      relatively low.  Nonagricultural uses, particularly



          16      those incentivized by outside sources of funding,



          17      alter the economics of this -- of this source of



          18      funding -- alter the economics of this designation.



          19      The project proposal dismisses several local outside



          20      of the ag-NRL as being cost-prohibitive.  We



          21      disagree.  The project proposal fails to do a full



          22      accounting of the value of ag-NRL lands.



          23          The proposal erroneously dismisses the



          24      agricultural value of the -- of the project parcel.



          25      SPF Farmlands disagrees with this assessment.  The
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           1      land in question is suitable for agricultural



           2      activities, and that is why it is in the ag-NRL.  To



           3      discount the acreage currently available for



           4      agricultural activities ignores Skagit County's



           5      five-acre threshold for designating agricultural



           6      lands.  EFSEC steps outside of its authority and its



           7      area of expertise when it uses -- when it makes a



           8      determination about what is valuable as arable land



           9      and what is not.



          10          The proposal does not align with the Skagit



          11      County's Comprehensive Plan.  Under Section 3.2 of



          12      Appendix H, the Goldeneye project not only fails to



          13      advance any of the comp plan's goal and policies



          14      cited; the proposal's -- the proposal's facility



          15      would actively and negatively impact each of the



          16      items cited below despite Goldeneye's assurance to



          17      the contrary.  It does not -- does not do -- it does



          18      nothing to promote preservation of agricultural lands



          19      for agricultural use.  It undermines long-term



          20      designation of agricultural land.  And it advances



          21      farmland -- and it advances farmland's conversion of



          22      development on ag lands.



          23          The Goldeneye project demonstrates a



          24      disappointing lack of understanding of the Skagit



          25      agricultural economy.  We would like to see EFSEC
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           1      recognize and -- the value of preserving arable land



           2      and take measures to offset the loss of acreage



           3      impacted by this proposal.  Thank you.



           4                               (Applause.)



           5



           6                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



           7      Ms. Rubenstein.



           8                        MS. BARKER:  Randy Good.



           9                        RANDY GOOD:  R-a-n-d-y G-o-o-d.



          10          I was a member of the Hansen Creek Flood Control



          11      Zone Advisory Committee and well aware of the



          12      flooding events on Hansen Creek.  The zone was



          13      designed to protect life and property of landowners



          14      from damages resulting from floods and drainage



          15      waters in the watershed.



          16          Hansen Creek has a history of major rain flooding



          17      affecting most properties adjacent to or near Hansen



          18      Creek.  In 1990, Minkler Road was washed out because



          19      of the volume and force of the water one mile east of



          20      the creek.  This creek can become a raging river.



          21          Several years ago, a cement bridge on Hansen



          22      Creek near the Northern State buildings was removed



          23      by someone, which provided flood control.  This



          24      helped hold back major flooding downstream.  Without



          25      the bridge holding back waters, there's no way to
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           1      prevent the property proposed for this project from



           2      being -- from facing flood damages until possibly



           3      some bridges are installed at both Hansen Creek /



           4      Minkler Road and Hansen Creek / Horn Road crossings.



           5      A large sum of money would be necessary to do that.



           6          Portions of this property proposed here have been



           7      under floodwaters during flooding events.  I have two



           8      photos to put into record showing waters flowing



           9      across Minkler Road into this proposed site.  This



          10      proposed property will face full force from future



          11      flooding events from now after having that cement



          12      bridge removed.



          13          The proposed project is on agricultural land.



          14      Let's not forget that.  This proposed project would



          15      be a noncompliance with all local and State GMA



          16      requirements.  You talk about abiding by GMA



          17      requirements on your presentation, but yet you're



          18      completely disregarding State and GMA requirements



          19      now.



          20          There's no changes necessary in our County



          21      zoning.  Please consider these historical rainwater



          22      flooding events of this watershed.  Above all, abide



          23      by the Skagit County Code's comp plan policies and



          24      GMA requirements.



          25          And I'll attach to my comments two pictures
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           1      that -- that I talked about.



           2          Thank you.



           3                               (Applause.)



           4



           5                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Good.



           6          I do believe that was the last of our speakers,



           7      or do we have another one?



           8                        MS. BARKER:  No, we have three



           9      more.



          10                        ALJ GERARD:  Always.  Please call



          11      the next one.



          12                        MS. BARKER:  Keith Wagoner.



          13                        KEITH WAGONER:  Keith Wagoner --



          14      K-e-i-t-h W-a-g-o-n-e-r -- senator for the 39th



          15      Legislative District.



          16          I am not an attorney, and I'm certainly not a



          17      land-use expert.  Don't have a résumé like Jordan



          18      Grace had, which was truly impressive.  I was



          19      impressed by that.



          20          But I would like to remind people in



          21      decision-making positions that just because you can



          22      do something doesn't mean you should.  And I think



          23      Commissioner Janicki kind of set the tone in her



          24      first remarks that just how important maintaining



          25      agricultural land for agricultural use is in this
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           1      county.  And I want to give you a yardstick by which



           2      your decision is probably going to be measured.  A



           3      couple of examples actually.



           4          We nearly went -- let our school district in



           5      Burlington-Edison go broke over a land purchase that



           6      they made, wishing to expand our school, that



           7      happened to be on agricultural land.  It almost



           8      brought the school down, but the County did not



           9      budge, because agriculture is that important.



          10          We've seen uses -- and sometimes it goes against



          11      what I would like, but the County has been firm on



          12      this.  Farm-to-restaurant proposals out in



          13      agricultural areas, things that I think would be



          14      great for the economy.  They're great ideas.  They



          15      don't meet the high standard that the County has set



          16      for agricultural use, and they have been denied



          17      consistently.



          18          So when you're making this decision, I think you



          19      should consider what -- like I said, I'm not an



          20      attorney, but I live in the world of the court of



          21      public opinion.  That's a real court as well.  So



          22      consider carefully.  You may be able to do it, but I



          23      advise that you should not.  Thank you.



          24                               (Applause.)



          25      ////
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           1                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you,



           2      Mr. Wagoner.



           3          Next.



           4                        MS. BARKER:  Bonnie Helms.



           5                        BONNIE HELMS:  Hi again.  Bonnie



           6      Helms.  B-o-n-n-i-e H-e-l-m-s.



           7          In regards to the land use, in their presentation



           8      to Black Diamond City Council, PSE noted that the



           9      greatest increase and demand on the grid was from



          10      data centers.  So I'm wondering how -- is this



          11      consistent use for ag land, or is it just kind of to



          12      justify changing the zoning?



          13          There are forever chemicals contained in these



          14      batteries, in metals attached to the particulate



          15      matter, and the toxic pollutants that have been



          16      measured at levels much higher than the action level



          17      in a recent study of a lithium BESS fire.  Is this



          18      consistent with ag zoning, or is that going to damage



          19      future agriculture land?



          20          Technology advances, yes, but since that



          21      advancement seems to be coming largely from data



          22      centers, I'd ask them to find their own local



          23      solutions and preserve ag land.  It is an excellent



          24      question about why not in Seattle.  Who needs a



          25      gigawatt of energy? I was told by IPA.  Rural areas
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           1      should not be compromised to feed urban issues.  To



           2      reference The Seattle Times, to quote, a forecast by



           3      the Northwest Power and Conservation Council



           4      highlights a looming conflict between an increasingly



           5      digital world and utilities' capacity to meet surging



           6      power demand.  The forecast cautioned that data



           7      centers could consume as much as 4,000 average



           8      megawatts of electricity by 2029, enough to power the



           9      entire city of Seattle five times over.



          10          So please be transparent about what the land is



          11      being used for.  This should require a NEPA -- that's



          12      N with -- NEPA.  "N" as in "Nancy."  It's a review at



          13      the federal level before going forward, unless there



          14      is strict assurance that no energy will be used out



          15      of state.  Otherwise, this isn't a utility.  It's



          16      just basically a gas station.  Thank you.



          17                               (Applause.)



          18



          19                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Ms. Helms.



          20                        MS. BARKER:  Kim Torgerson.



          21                        KIM TORGERSON:  Kim Torgerson.



          22      K-i-m T-o-r-g-e-r-s-o-n.



          23          I'm coming up here because I'm really disturbed.



          24      We've got a lot of community people here that love



          25      their land, but they -- our whole community has not
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           1      been notified.  I have two properties in the county:



           2      One over by Independence and one right here at



           3      Greenstreet, which is really close to this.



           4      Greenstreet did not get notified.  This has been



           5      going on since February 23.



           6                        ALJ GERARD:  Ms. Torgerson, I don't



           7      mean to belay your concerns.  That would have been



           8      for the public information session, not the land-use



           9      consistency.  If you wish to speak on that point,



          10      you're certainly welcome to.  Otherwise, those



          11      comments should have been reserved for the original



          12      portion, or you can make them online.



          13                        KIM TORGERSON:  So the land use is



          14      not something that we are notified of?



          15                        ALJ GERARD:  Then that's the



          16      notification portion more than it is the land-use



          17      argument either for or against the project.  You can



          18      certainly make those comments about the notification,



          19      which is an ancillary issue, in the comments section



          20      afterwards.



          21                        KIM TORGERSON:  Okay.  That's what



          22      I was trying to do.  I apologize.



          23          I got notified at Independence, not at



          24      Greenstreet.  And so there's many people that did not



          25      get notified about this project.  And it was done,
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           1      approved in '23.  I recommend you notify the public.



           2      Let the community come and hear what's going on.  And



           3      everybody should be notified.



           4                               (Applause.)



           5



           6                        MS. BARKER:  James Delay.



           7                        JAMES DELAY:  Hi.  Can you hear me?



           8      Hello.  Can you hear me?



           9                        ALJ GERARD:  Yes, we can.  Go



          10      ahead, please.



          11                        JAMES DELAY:  All right.  Thank



          12      you.



          13          The presentation by Tenaska and their hired army



          14      of people to say good things about them was awesome



          15      and very entertaining.



          16          First point I want to make is the approval letter



          17      that was provided by Skagit County was based off of a



          18      whole bunch of missed-out or withheld information.



          19      The County made that decision based off of the sales



          20      pitch that Tenaska gave them that said, oh, this is a



          21      wonderful green energy facility.  It's going to help



          22      everything that they've said.  I'm not going to



          23      repeat all their sales points.



          24          But it withheld all the risk of fire.  They



          25      omitted to say that lithium batteries can't be
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           1      extinguished.  And they failed to mention that the



           2      noise levels that these produce is absolutely



           3      unacceptable for any residential, agricultural, or



           4      anywhere else outside of a heavy industrial zoned



           5      area.



           6          With that said, that decision should be



           7      considered voided just because of the lack of



           8      information, and further proof of that -- or lack of



           9      providing facts.  Further proof of that is in just



          10      one tidbit that I have -- because I don't have a lot



          11      of time -- is on their application to the EFS -- the



          12      EFSEC, they withheld the actual sound levels created



          13      by this battery energy storage system.  What they did



          14      was they asked -- I think it was Dudek or -- was the



          15      company, the engineering firm that they paid money to



          16      do the sound engineering study.  They said, Hey, we



          17      want you to run this test as if our HVAC units, which



          18      are one of the many loud parts of a BESS facility --



          19      we want you to run it at 40 percent fan speed.



          20          As you may have learned or you may not know,



          21      lithium batteries spontaneously combust because



          22      they -- and enter thermal runaway because they



          23      overheat.  So the cooling systems are basically your



          24      one stop.  It's your one chance of stopping a fire by



          25      keeping the lithium batteries cool.
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           1          So what they did was they said, Hey, engineering



           2      firm, can you please issue this study at 40 percent



           3      of the fan's capacity.  So it gave false numbers that



           4      were somewhere down -- I had it in front of me, but I



           5      think they said that it was, like, 56 decibels.  And



           6      I can send you a whole bunch of other BESS sound



           7      studies where it basically says that -- like, I had



           8      one from Tesla that basically says, Here's our fan --



           9      our HVAC system noise at 40 percent, and here it is



          10      at a hundred percent.



          11          Because a hundred percent fan operation capacity



          12      is what these are going to be running at all but on



          13      the coldest winter nights.



          14          Just from the noise perspective, Tenaska



          15      basically is lying, and they're making the report fit



          16      what you guys want it to fit for the land use.



          17          Furthermore, the fire risks and dangers, they're



          18      all belittled.  Just as you saw Tenaska do tonight,



          19      they say, Oh, they're very uncommon.  They're



          20      infrequent.  We're using the best technology.  We



          21      follow all the latest codes.



          22          None of this applies.  They basically lied



          23      throughout their -- the majority of their application



          24      to make it fit and make it sound like this is a good



          25      fitting solution, but the end of it is basically this
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           1      is an industrial facility being sited in agricultural



           2      land that has an extreme risk of basically



           3      contaminating the whole entire environment, causing



           4      evacuations.



           5          And I'm out of time.  So this is -- should be in



           6      heavy industrial zoned area only, and it does not



           7      meet any of these land-use things.  So I hope the



           8      EF -- the EFSEC will really dig in and compare even



           9      their own energy facility sound studies, compare them



          10      to what Tenaska has presented, operating as Goldfinch



          11      Energy, and really see if -- if there are -- there's



          12      a hidden -- hidden information that should have been



          13      presented.  So, yeah, this is definitely not fitting,



          14      no matter what they say.  It's just not the right



          15      location.  I mean, just think of the catastrophic --



          16                        ALJ GERARD:  Thank you, Mr. Delay.



          17      You're about a minute over your allotted time.



          18                        JAMES DELAY:  Okay.



          19                        ALJ GERARD:  So thank you, sir.



          20                        JAMES DELAY:  All right.  Thank



          21      you.



          22                               (Applause.)



          23



          24                        MS. BARKER:  I have no other



          25      speakers signed up.
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           1                        CHAIR DREW:  Thank you, all.  It is



           2      now past 8:00, and we'll be closing this hearing.



           3                        SUZANNE ROHNER:  He said, if there



           4      was time, that we could go over a little bit.  I have



           5      a comment I would like to make, please.



           6                        CHAIR DREW:  Go ahead.



           7                        SUZANNE ROHNER:  Suzanne Rohner.



           8      S-u-z-a-n-n-e R-o-h-n-e-r.



           9          This is Skagit County Code 14.16.400,



          10      Agricultural--Natural Resource Lands.  "Purpose:  The



          11      purpose of Agricultural--Natural Resource Lands



          12      district is to provide land for continued farming



          13      activities, conserve agricultural land, and reaffirm



          14      agricultural use, activities and operations as the



          15      primary use of the district.  Non-agricultural uses



          16      are only allowed as accessory uses to the primary use



          17      of the land for agriculture use.  The district is



          18      composed mainly" -- I'm sorry; I'm out of breath.



          19      "The district is composed mainly of low flat land



          20      with highly productive soil and is the very essence



          21      of the county's farming heritage and character."



          22          I heard several times, as justification for



          23      putting this facility on agricultural land, is



          24      because the code didn't state you couldn't do it;



          25      that meant that you could.  And I take exception to
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           1      that.  And I really think that was something that --



           2      that just 'cause it's not on the list doesn't give



           3      you permission to do it.  Thank you.



           4                               (Applause.)



           5



           6                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  I have a final



           7      comment, and I respect the time.  Celeste Frisbee.



           8                        CHAIR DREW:  On land use, please.



           9                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  Yes.



          10          So my feeling is:  Right place, right project.



          11      And I believe firmly that this is not the right place



          12      nor the right project.  I would echo what Keith



          13      Wagoner said earlier.  We are a working-class



          14      community and have always been.  We really value



          15      needing good-paying jobs here.



          16          I attended, about ten years ago, an all-day



          17      conference at North Carolina State University on



          18      solar.  And of all the presentations I witnessed, the



          19      one that stuck with me to this day was by a



          20      representative of the U.S. Department of Defense who



          21      announced that the U.S. Department of Defense would



          22      be doing trial projects on military bases, installing



          23      solar installations on residential houses.  And this



          24      was considered an act of protecting the U.S. from



          25      major attack.
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           1          The reasoning that was given was that currently



           2      our energy production in the U.S. is centralized.



           3      And, for example, a map he gave was of the Coast, the



           4      Pacific Coast of the country in California where six



           5      to seven nuclear energy facilities were located



           6      within a hundred to 200 acre -- or miles of the major



           7      food production regions for our country.  What he was



           8      describing was an effort to decentralize our energy



           9      production and to move it into residences and



          10      buildings and place-based energy production.



          11                        ALJ GERARD:  Can you break it down



          12      (unintelligible) the land-use consistency ordinance



          13      (unintelligible)?



          14                        CELESTE FRISBEE:  Yes.  Because I



          15      believe that this project is trying to centralize a



          16      lot of energy capacity in addition to the substation



          17      that we already have here, and that becomes a target.



          18          So everyone today has talked about the



          19      inappropriate land use for ag-NRL because of the



          20      potential for pollutions if there's a catastrophic



          21      natural event that occurs or a meltdown, but that



          22      ignores the other possibility of it being a location,



          23      a single location that could be targeted, and it will



          24      be unmanned.  Thank you.



          25                               (Applause.)
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           1                        CHAIR DREW:  With that, our meeting



           2      is adjourned.  Thank you, all, for participating.



           3                               (Adjournment at 8:09 p.m.)
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