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We are ~vi•iting n eespo~ise to }3roject scopii~g for the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy

Distril~ittio~~ Project. If tl~e project is ap~tovcd, 13N5~' Railway Company a~tticipates tilal it is

likely to serve the ffl~iliry ~s a i~il eairier:

Certain parties h~ive suggested that the gedgraph c scope oFa[talysis imderNEPA should extend

well be~~ond the project area iii s~rder to address the effects of train ~~~affic in lacalit'tes throughout

Washingto►~ Sf~te oi~ even other stakes. B1~ISF [relieves that sne11 a scope would not ~>ravid~
EFSEC with ufoemafion tllat would help it to make a derision ~o~t the iuerits of this project ~r

analyze oi• communicate tl~e effects of this project on the citizens of Washington. Instead, to

analyze rail n~p~ets; EFSEC should rely obi the'V~~aslii~igton ~t~tte Rai[ Plan, a doc~tinet~t being

eotnpleted by tl~e Washington .De}~ai~tmet~t of Transportation under federal. regulations. Pe[•

fedec•al a►id state la~v, the Washington State Department of Tra~tsportation (WSD01') must
develop a state rail plan, ~~hicli ser~~es as a stt~ategic bluepciiit for the state's rail tiatisportatiota

system. This State RRiI Pfau is a single plan that ineet~ all the federal aiid state requirements, is

integral to t[~e VVSDOT's mail prograFn, a~~cl is consistent with otter state :and ~•egional

tcausportatian pl~ni~ii~g documents. ~s such, the state ~•~il pion should be iucorpor~ted itrto the

permit for tail imE~acts. IFo~• more infoi~~n~tion, please see
hltp~ll~v~~~v.vvsdot:wFa, sod, vlR~~►1/staterailplan.htrn],

It should be noted that tl~e ~•ails'ihat will serve this p~•gject already exist, and auk impacts from

heii~g neap• a~ active r1i1 li~~e are already present anti well-ki~o~vi~. BN~SF ope~•ates ~~proxiniately

32,500 miles of track in 28 states and t~~~o Canadian provinces.: This includes a number of rail

lines, ntici I3NSF retains tite right to operate over some lines that are oavned and/a• cantrolle~l by

ot~~eA'railr~oads. Passible routes thus incl~~de BNSF i•aiI Lines a~ixi ollzer lines flat mayprovicle

ITlflt'~ COI1VGIll~llt ~l'RIISpOCYflh011 OpllO11S. Which route a t~•~in will take can a given day depends not

only o~X convenience oc distance, ha~vevsr, ~iit alsca on the numerous variables listed above..

While BNSF strives to pro~~ide reliable, e.xceJ~t otlal rail transportation services, these dive~•se-and

eotnplex f~etors d~ not allow foe coiliplete cei~~ my ar precliet~4~ility. Tl~ecefore, the route a

}part etilar#rant will take or ho~v ninny t~~ai~~s any ~~outc will geed t~o absorb is speculative, Vinci not

subject to p~'ecise p1•ediction, lt1 Washii~gtc~tl State, BNSF o~iec~ates three east-vest routes that

provide net~voi•k flexibility anc~ fluidity. It would be impossible to kilo~v ~vitltatty cei'k~inty ~vltat

the increase ~~~oulcl be f'or any pa~~tioular comn~u►iity iu Wasliingtou Stale, ancl;again, #Dose



communities built at•aunci rail are al~'eady a~vac`e of the general impacts of rail oil their

~o~nantn~ities; For the reasaiis outlined in the next p~ragcapli, to ~tternp# to g~~ess at ~vl~ich iout~s

~vonl~i be iEsed for fitly particular com►nodity tivoi►ld be unduly s~~eculative.

BNSF-rail volumes are made u~ of 22 c(iffer~nt raffis segments that can va►~y si~,nificantly
~ecatise they are all inflrienceci try c}ianging customer ►seeds, market dc~~~aiad, economic
~oiltlitions, etc. These factors (play otit across~our enkira system, tv)t ah, agai~~, neltides ~2,SU0

route Miles of track ir} 28 states and t~vo Canadian provinces. Qu►• custome~~ clemaa~ds, ~vl~icli are
eatreiy~ely di~~erse, at•e subject to the s~rne com}~lex factors ~s those driving the ~conoiny; one

traffic segme~tt may experience significant growth while another traffic segment is in declil~e.

For exai~~~le, iii June 2013, volumes for half of the industry's traffic se~;me~its ~veee tlo~vn, ~vli le

the other half vas up. Like~~tise, BNSF's overall earload volumes during the wine mo~ith sho~vecl

similar• mixed results. This variability in deinancl creates considerable u~ice~•ta ►qty ~vitkt res}~eet to
the timing and volunl~ of f~ittue tra ~spo ~tation of specific comtnoclikies: In Wasl~in~toti, BNSF

has adequate ca~~acii'y in fhe ileac and long term ko acco~ni~~odate cuire~7t a~td f~~ture g~•o~vxh.

Seve~~a~l iude}~endeti~ shidies predict that tail traffic will ir~creas~ over dine, end this is

irtdepeticlent of the proposed Tcso~U/Savage project. BNSF's access to marine terminals in

Qritislt Columbia and the Pacific Northwest is o►ie of the ~rima►•y reasoijs eve anticipate call
r~olt~incs to g~•o~v o~-er tl~e long tet~~n, The economy and the marketplace are the key dri~rers of

cliang~s in freight valui»es.

While eve do expect c~~i1 volumes to cont lute to gt~o~v, as eve Have done in Washington and the

rest of o~u~ network fog• ~~e~rs, we w [I cont roue to invest is capacity mproveine►its to
accommodate all of the growth ih our f•eigl~t l~~isincss when the traffic levels justify the

expansion. A vibraiitfi~e glit rail system is critical for a state Iike Washington ~vl~ere one in fou►•
jobs is tied to trade aY~d the pouts. Rail, ~~~liich remains the most eiivirot~mentally friendly ~vay to

move large vol4tmes of freight oit land, helps foster economic gcawt}t and coitne~ts W~shingtott

with m~ortai~t markets iii the U:S. ai3d ac~~itid tl~e world.

BNSF funds virku~lly all of its capacity iinpro~=ejnents fo1• fie glit 'Al~. Ill WA5I1111~tOii StBt~,

BNS~ Mans to invest ~n estimated $125: millio~~ on rna uteis~nce acid tail capacity iiii~ravement

and expansion projects this year. BNSr's 20l 3 capacity enha~fcement projects in Washington

include co►istruction Qf t~vo rece ~~ gig and clepax~tt~ce #racks dearly 7,000 feet long at BNSF's
Delta yard itl Everett and expand T g BNSF's aato~notive distribution facility at Orillia to suppo~•t

gro~~th itt i1e~v automobile traffic. BNSF will also continue a si~~aificant track maiiitena~ice

program i[t Wadi ~tgtoii, ~vl~icli will nelucie neatly 2,80fJ miles of track surfac eig at~cl

undercutting ~a+ork, the replftce~nent of about 175 miles of rail ay~d 110,000 ►~ lroad ties.

'ffie t~lant~ed capital investments in Washington are part of RT~1SF's record 20.13 ca}~ital

com~t~itn~eiit of $4,3 bit) ion. Tli~ .largest c~iup~iient of the capital plan is s~-ending $2.3 billion on

BNSF's care network at~d related asseks. BNSF also pla~~s to spend approximately $1 billion on

locoiftotive, fi~eiglt car an~1 other equipment acc~uisitioris, man3~ of ~v~ich will serve Wzsl~ingto~.

Tlie ~~~agram also iElcludes about $200 m {lion fir positi~~e train control and $800 millio~~ for

ter~ni~ial, line and intermod~l ex~~usio~i and efficiency }~iojeets, Unlike other modes of

trans~~ortat o'n, U.S.: freight railroads use their at~ii p~~ivafe dollars, riot ta.~ t~ollars, to build and



tt aintain their fie ~ ht rail nehvorks. Si~ice the year 2000, BNSF has illvestecl more titan $42
billion to m~~~•ove and expand its fiei~lit rail Yiet~vork.

As a conunon carrier, BT~ISF is obligated Uy federal law to provide reason~Ule accommodation
for all regulated products, incluclirtg crude ail. We are committed Ya safely trans~ortiug all of Elie
commodities we caixy. Over the last four years, BNSF has only averaged a #otal of ]2 leaks i~~
sf~ipme~~t~ ~~esultitig from a derailment (accidental releases). Ill ~ICjC~l~1011~ the it~ditstry as a ̀whole

leas tlecrease~i haz~uat train accident ~~ates [~y 91 percent since ] 980 ai ci in 2012, set ne~v overall

safety reeo~~c~s contin~ung a string cif safety ach eve~net~ts Beaching back decades. BNSF is
continuously improving safety ~~rl►eti it coiues to trans~~oi~tin~ crude oil and other hazardous
materials, Every day, across our system, eve at•e iiaspect iig tracks, locomotives, a~~d cars carrying..

crude oil and otl~e~~ l~~z~rdoEis lic~uic~s. Eveu ~viNi o~tr excellent safety reca`~1, eve undei`staud-thak
accidents cai~ happen at a~~y time alid in any loc~tioti.

BNSF's s}stem aiict local enrea•genc~~ response ~la~1s help us »sure eve ace. ~re~ared fir

emergencies. BN$F also leads tfie industry iii tha cievelop~nent of geographical response plans

(GRPs) to e~isure fhe must r~~~icl and effic:i~nt ~~es}~ans~ capability to remote loeatio~~s with
sensitive environmental receptors. To enl a~tce the effe~ti}~eness of the GRPs, BNSF stages sill

t~espai~se ec~ti pment in the-areas covered by the plans. BNSF maintains a 215-n~embe►• internal
liazuiat erner~ency ~•esponse train whose met~ibers are located at 58 locations #l~roughout our

system. I►i addition to our icit~riial response capabilities, 33NSF' also leverages a nehvork of
expet~ienced and i~rnfessio~~al emergency res~o~isF cor~tractars and hiuidreds of their person~iel to
ensu~~e the timeliest and effective ~~esponse capabilities. BNSF also maintains and skages
specialized emerge~zcy response ~n~l spill ec~uip~nent including fire protection trailers across o~u~

network. Iii prde~• tc~ ~~rofect the environment and ot~r C3NSP liazmat i•es~onse team, as tve11 ~s ~o
ensure our team responds ap~~ro~r at~l~~ to crude oil incidents, BNSF has establislieci a Crude Oil

Respt~t~se Playbool~: Tli[~ playbook outlines Yli~ types of ccude~il ~v~liandle, theecharacteristies

anal how to respond safely end effectively to a crude oil releases iijclud ng iuc cleats that result in

a fire or impact bod'[es of ~vatet'.

BASF is more tl»n happy to provide fiicttier info •njat ora ati ot~r safety statistics, our proactive
stance on safet}~, oui~ iiatpressive li~zardotts materials 1i~tndling and iespo~ase prografns, and ho~~~

eve work with the co~nm«n ties eve serve.. Ho~vevec,. eve belie~~e that iiicrc~siilg the geographic

scope of analysis would not allow EFS~C: to gain insight into these issues.

Si cereIy,

~v ~:~_ j~;`~~.
F, ~. Kalb, Ji•.
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From: merrittregna@gmail.com on behalf of Regna Merritt <Regna@oregonpsr.org>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 8:12 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility Comments on proposed Tesoro project

Attachments: OPSR comment on proposed Tesoro project 12.17.2013-2.pdf

Categories: Red Category

Please see attached letter with comments.

Thank you.

Regna Merritt
Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility
812 SW Washington Street, Suite 1050
Portland, Oregon 97205
C: 971.235.7643
regna(a~oregonpsr.orq
www.oregonpsr.orq
Find us on Facebook



December 17, 2013

c/o efsec@utc.wa.gov

RE: Deny the Proposed Tesoro Savage Pipeline-on-Wheels Project

Dear Governor Inslee, Mr. Posner, and Washington EFSEC,

Please accept these comments submitted on behalf of Oregon Physicians for Social
Responsibility (PSR) and our 1,500 health professionals and advocates. Guided by the values
and expertise of medicine and public health, Oregon PSR works to protect human life from the
gravest threats to health and survival by striving to end the nuclear threat, to advance
environmental health, and to promote peace.

Based on the huge potential for negative local and global impacts stemming the proposed Tesoro
project, we invoke the Precautionary Principle and urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's proposal.
In the absence of such a denial, we urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's
proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane, the Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities.

Public health, safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels
proposal deserve close scrutiny. We request that, at a minimum, the EFSEC assess:

• Potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington
and beyond;

• Increased risks to drinking water supplies near the. Port of Vancouver;

• Increased risk to drinking water supplies all along the transportation corridor;

• Increased response time of emergency personnel due to length and frequency of ail
trains in Vancouver and all along the transportation corridor;

• Increased risk of lung, cardiac and neurological disease from diesel emissions
related to the project;

• Increased health care costs associated with above;



• Increased risk to non-oil business and commercial interests competing for space
and time on rail tracks;

• Increased risk of harm to aquatic life and endangered salmon in the waters of the
Columbia River and all along the transportation corridor;

• Increased risk to passenger rail travel and traffic;

• Increased risk of climate change - to include assessment of climate change impacts
from crude oil as well as tar sands oil from cradle to grave;

• High risk of storage failure for those tanks located within and/or near the 100-year
flood plain;

• Increased risks of negative cumulative impacts from the combination of proposed
coal trains and proposed oil trains;

• Increased financial risk to local, state and federal taxpayers who will be forced to
pay the majority of costs relating to improvement of rail infrastructure associated
with this project; and

• Increased financial risk to local, state and federal taxpayers who will pay emergency
responders and others to clean up spills and hazardous waste associated with this
project.

After carefully considering the public health, safety, environmental, and climate risks
associated with this proposed project, we respectfully request that you deny Tesoro
Savage's application.

Sincerely,

Regna Merritt Campaign Director, Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility

Susan Katz, MD President, Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility
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To:
Subject:
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Dear Mr. Posner,

Docket EF-131590

Tim and Brenda <bctm@fidalgo.net>

Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:16 PM

EFSEC(UTC)

Public Comment for Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01 Tesoro Savage

Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal from Skagit Audubon Society

Public Comment for Docket Number EF-131590-from Skagit Audubon Society -read

only.doc

Red Category

We are attaching scoping comments from Skagit Audubon Society for Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01
Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal. The same comment letter is inserted in this message below.

Thank you.

Timothy Manns Philip Wright
Conservation Chair President
Skagit Audubon Society Skagit Audubon Society

Public Comment for Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01 Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy
Distribution Terminal

From:
Skagit Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1101
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

To:
Mr. Stephen Posner, EFSEC Interim Manager
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172
1300 South Evergreen Park Drive S.W.
Olympia, Washington 98504-3172

Via e-mail at: efsec@utc.wa.gov

Dear Mr. Posner:

I am submitting this letter of public comment for Docket No.EF-131590 on behalf of Skagit Audubon Society,
the National Audubon chapter based in Skagit County, Washington. Most of our chapter's over 200 families
live in Skagit County. All share an interest in birds and other wildlife and the habitats and environmental
quality on which they depend.

As residents of a county with two oil refineries, one of which already receives crude oil by rail, we are
particularly interested in the ramifications of these changes in industrial activity in Washington. In the



comments below we focus on some particular concerns with the proposed Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy
Distribution Terminal along the Columbia River. We request that you conduct a full assessment of all the many
direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the proposed project not only at the terminal site but from the points
of origin of the crude oil or bitumen all along the rail routes to the terminal and along the shipping routes from
there to refineries in the U.S. or abroad.

While we share with many people awell-founded concern about the potential for explosions as rail tank cars
traverse heavily populated areas, we focus here on potential impacts on the natural environment. Many
members of Skagit Audubon moved to the Pacific Northwest because of the variety and quality of its natural
areas and the wildlife and plants they support. These things are the very basis of the state's retirement and
tourism economies which employ many thousands of people. Oil spills, explosions, blocked rail crossings,
increased diesel exhaust, and more all have potential to severely disrupt and even destroy portions of this
existing economy.

Proximit. t~portant wildlife areas
We note that although the location for the proposed Tesoro Savage Terminal is a previously impacted industrial
site, it is closely bounded by the Columbia River and the extensive wetlands of Shillapoo Wildlife Area, most
immediately the Vancouver Lake- Wetland Complex of that public reserve. Just upstream is the restored wetland
of the Columbia River Wetland Mitigation Bank and not far downstream is Ridgefield National Wildlife
Refuge. Across the river are significant wetlands in Oregon. While the proposed, already highly impacted
terminal site supports little wildlife, these areas in its close vicinity plus the Columbia River and wildlife
refuges and parks further downstream are important to sandhill cranes, shorebirds, and a wide variety of other
birds in addition to significant mammal, fish and plant species. As just one example, we note the following
statement from Appendix H.1, p.37, of the project proponents' application: "The Vancouver Lake Lowlands
area is the sole example of a sandhill crane staging area in the U.S. that is adjacent to a major metropolitan area
(Littlefield and Ivey 2002)." As ships or barges loaded with oil at the proposed terminal proceed downriver and
then along the coast to terminals not disclosed in the permit application, or perhaps someday overseas, they will
pass many other environmentally significant areas where oil spills would be truly catastrophic. Because of the
drastic impacts which spills from the oil trains, at the terminal, or from the ships and barges would have, the
EIS must have a broad scope including -all potential direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of spills at the
proposed terminal and from its related operations.

Significant information missing from the submitted hermit doctunents
For a sufficient EIS to be prepared, the applicant will need to provide important details missing from the Tesoro
Savage application. In the cover letter, application, and JARPA, the wording "principal purpose" and
"primarily" imply the applicant has not completely described the proposed project. If what is stated is only the
principal or primary purpose of the proposed project, what are its other purposes? On behalf of Washington's
citizens, who you serve, it is clearly important to require complete information about the project's full intent
and purpose before any further consideration of the permit application.

Diesel emissions
As important as they are, in this letter we are not addressing the public health aspects of the proposed project
because we are confident others have done that. However, we do want to express our concern about the impacts
of locomotive diesel emissions along the rail routes and diesel emissions from oil ships and barges at the
terminal and en route from there to their as yet undisclosed destinations. We request that the EIS fully consider
all direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of these diesel emissions on birds and mammals.

DOT-111 Rail tank cars and potential for spills and explosions
Spills from DOT-111 tank cars, particularly those not meeting what we understand to be newer standards, are a
particular concern. As is the case here in Skagit County, rail cars carrying oil have the potential for derailing
and spilling into waterways and wetlands at many points between the oil's source and the proposed terminal.



The potential impacts of these spills on fish, wildlife, and plants along all potential rail routes must be
thoroughly studied in the EIS. One possible, partial mitigation is to require that all oil or bitumen-carrying rail
cars supplying this terminal meet the newest and highest standard to lessen the possibility of puncture or
explosion.

Oil spill preparedness fund
Current law taxes crude oil arriving by ship or barge to fund oil spill preparedness but exempts oil delivered by
rail from this tax. This does not make sense given the potential for spills from rail cars and from the barges and
ships which would be carrying the rail-delivered crude oil down the Columbia from the proposed terminal. As
mitigation, the law should either be expanded to include taxation ofrail-delivered crude, or the companies
benefitting financially should voluntarily contribute an equivalent amount to the fund. Alternatively, their
financial liability for clean-up should be set sufficiently high to cover 100% of clean-up costs for all possible
spills and emergency response to all possible catastrophes such as explosions.

Spills at the terminal and later
The EIS must thoroughly evaluate the potential for spills at the facility itself during all seasons of the year,
under all river conditions, and with all types of vessels, including both ships and barges, to which the crude oil
or tar sands bitumen might be transferred. The EIS. also needs to carefully consider the potential harm from
spills due to shipping accidents or other events along the Columbia River, where there are numerous national
wildlife refuges and other environmentally sensitive areas, along the outer coast, and in such areas as the Straits
of Juan de Fuca and Puget Sound along with the bays and islands to its north, where some of the crude may be
bound. The scope of the EIS must include an assessment of the risks and impacts of spills on migratory and
non-migratory waterfowl and shorebirds all along the way. If full disclosure by the permit applicants discloses
intent to eventually export crude oil overseas from the proposed terminal, potential impacts on birds, marine
mammals, and fish along those shipping routes must also be thoroughly studied. If the applicant is not
forthcoming with a clear and complete statement of the ultimate intent of the proposed project, a sufficient EIS
is not possible and the permit application should be denied without further attention.

Invasive marine species
Increased shipping means increased potential for introduction of invasive aquatic species with potential
catastrophic impact on Washington's economy and environment. Please include in the EIS a full assessment of
all of the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of increased shipping related to the proposed project on the
introduction of invasive marine species. There should be a detailed explanation of required steps to avoid such
introductions by deliberate or accidental ballast water release or hull fouling of ships or barges carrying crude
from the proposed terminal

Noise impacts and site geology
It is clear in the project application that construction of the proposed terminal would involve a prolonged period
of loud noise from construction activity such as pile driving (some of it presumably necessitated by the
inadequate nature of site soils and susceptibility to liquefaction during earthquakes - - a dubious place to be
transferring oil and siting oil tanks). The EIS must thoroughly assess the effects of construction-related noise as
well as noise from terminal operations on birds and mammals both at the site and within the large area which
such sound would reach, according to the project application.

Climate change and ocean acidification
Along with Governor Inslee and our other fellow Washington citizens whose thinking is reality-based, we are
concerned about climate change and ocean acidification from combustion of fossil fuels here and everywhere.
We do not want Washington State to be any more involved than is unavoidable in facilitating the extraction of
crude oil or oil from tar sands, its transportation by rail and ship, its refining, and its ultimate burning here or in
other counties. The climate change and ocean acidification impacts to Washington State from combustion of the
crude oil transferred at the proposed terminal would be significant and must be addressed in the EIS. Additional



carbon dioxide emissions attributable to this crude oil are estimated at about 59.6 million metric tons annually,
the equivalent impact on greenhouse gas pollution of 12 million cars.

Cumulative impacts of all oil and coal transportation proposals
It would be unrealistic to review the Tesoro Savage Terminal without regard to other crude oil and coal
transportation projects proposed for Washington whether involving rail or ships or both. The cumulative
environmental impacts of these proposals must be part of the thorough EIS we want to see for the terminal
proposed for Vancouver, Washington.

In light of the incomplete information provided by Tesoro and Savage and the many complex and important
questions related to the environment as well as human safety, quality of life, and economic stability which this
terminal project prompts, we request that you select the no action alternative as the preferred. This project is not
good for Washington State or its citizens and should not proceed.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment and your attention to our comments and suggestions. We look
forward to your thorough evaluation of all direct, indirect, and cumulative adverse environmental impacts of
this proposed project.

Sincerely, ,

Philip Wright
President
Skagit Audubon Society

Timothy Manns
Conservation Chair
Skagit Audubon Society
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Public Comment for Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01 Tesoro Savage Vancouver
Energy Distribution Terminal

From:
Skagit Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1101
Mount Vernon, WA 98273

To:
Mr. Stephen Posner, EFSEC Interim Manager
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
P.O. Box 43172
1300 South Evergreen Park Drive S.W.
Olympia, Washington 98504-3172

Via e-mail at: efsec@utc.wa.gov

Dear Mr. Posner:

I am submitting this letter of public comment for Docket No.EF-131590 on behalf of Skagit
Audubon Society, the National Audubon chapter. based in Skagit County, Washington. Most of
our chapter's over 200 families live in Skagit County. All share an interest in birds and other
wildlife and the habitats and environmental quality on which they depend.

As residents of a county with two oil refineries, one of which already receives crude oil by rail,
we are particularly interested in the ramifications of these changes in industrial activity in
Washington. In the comments below we focus on some. particular concerns with the proposed
Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal along the Columbia River. We request
that you conduct a full assessment of all the many direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of the
proposed project not only at the terminal site but from the points of origin of the crude oil or
bitumen all along the rail routes to the terminal and along the shipping routes from there to
refineries in the U.S. or abroad.

While we share with many people awell-founded concern about the potential for explosions as
rail tank cars traverse heavily populated areas, we focus here on potential impacts on the natural
environment. Many members of Skagit Audubon moved to the Pacific Northwest because of the
variety and quality of its natural areas and the wildlife and plants they support. These things are
the very basis of the state's retirement and tourism economies which employ many thousands of
people. Oil spills, explosions, blocked rail crossings, increased diesel exhaust, and more all have
potential to severely disrupt and even destroy portions of this existing economy.

Proximity to important wildlife areas
We note that although the location for the proposed Tesoro Savage Terminal is a previously
impacted industrial site, it is closely bounded by the Columbia River and the extensive wetlands
of Shillapoo Wildlife Area, most immediately the Vancouver Lake Wetland Complex of that
public reserve. Just upstream is the restored wetland of the Columbia River Wetland Mitigation
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Bank and not far downstream is Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge. Across the river are
significant wetlands in Oregon. While the proposed, already highly impacted terminal site
supports little wildlife, these areas in its close vicinity plus the Columbia River and wildlife
refuges and parks further downstream are important to sandhill cranes, shorebirds, and a wide
variety of other birds in addition to significant mammal, fish and plant species. As just one
example, we note the following statement from Appendix H.1, p.37, of the project proponents'
application: "The Vancouver Lake Lowlands area is the sole example of a sandhill crane staging
area in the U.S. that is adjacent to a major metropolitan area (Littlefield and Ivey 2002)." As
ships or barges loaded with oil at the proposed terminal proceed downriver and then along the
coast to terminals not disclosed in the permit application, or perhaps someday overseas, they will
pass many other environmentally significant areas where oil spills would be truly catastrophic.
Because of the drastic impacts which spills from the oil trains, at the terminal, or from the ships
and barges would have, the EIS must have a broad scope including all potential direct, indirect,
and cumulative impacts of spills at the proposed terminal and from its related operations.

Significant information missing from the submitted permit documents
For a sufficient EIS to be prepared, the applicant will need to provide important details missing
from the. Tesoro Savage application. In the cover letter, application, and JARPA, the wording
"principal purpose" and "primarily" imply the applicant has not completely described the
proposed project. If what is stated is only the principal or primary purpose of the proposed
project, what are its other purposes? On behalf of Washington's citizens, who you serve, it is
clearly important to require complete information about the project's full intent and purpose
before any further consideration of the permit application.

Diesel emissions
As important as they are, in this letter we are not addressing the public health aspects of the
proposed project because we are confident others have done that. However, we do want to
express our concern about the impacts of locomotive diesel emissions along the rail routes and
diesel emissions from oil ships and barges at the terminal and en route from there to their as yet
undisclosed destinations. We request that the EIS fully consider all direct, indirect, and
cumulative impacts of these diesel emissions on birds and mammals.

DOT-111 Rail tank cars and potential for spills and explosions
Spills from DOT-111 tank cars, particularly those not meeting what we understand to be newer
standards, are a particular concern. As is the case here in Skagit County, rail cars carrying oil
have the potential for derailing and spilling into waterways and wetlands at many points between
the oil's source and the proposed terminal. The potential impacts of these spills on fish, wildlife,
and plants along all potential rail routes must be thoroughly studied in the EIS. One possible,
partial mitigation is to require that all oil or bitumen-carrying rail cars supplying this terminal
meet the newest and highest standard to lessen the possibility of puncture or explosion.

Oil spill preparedness fund
Current law taxes crude oil arriving by ship or barge to fund oil spill preparedness but exempts
oil delivered by rail from this tax. This does not make sense given the potential for spills from
rail cars and from the barges and ships which would be carrying the rail-delivered crude oil down
the Columbia from the proposed terminal. As mitigation, the law should either be expanded to



include Nation ofrail-delivered crude, or the companies benefitting financially should
voluntarily contribute an equivalent amount to the fund. Alternatively, their financial liability for
clean-up should be set sufficiently high to cover 100% of clean-up costs for all possible spills
and emergency response to all possible catastrophes such as explosions.

Spills at the terminal and later
The EIS must thoroughly evaluate the potential for spills at the facility itself during all seasons of
the year, under all river conditions, and with all types of vessels, including both ships and barges,
to which the crude oil or tar sands bitumen might be transferred. The EIS also needs to carefully
consider the potential harm from spills due to shipping accidents or other events along the
Columbia River, where there are numerous national wildlife refuges and other environmentally
sensitive areas, along the outer coast, and in such areas as the Straits of Juan de Fuca and Puget
Sound along with the bays and islands to its north, where some of the crude may be bound. The
scope of the EIS must include an assessment of the risks and impacts of spills on migratory and
non-migratory waterfowl and shorebirds all along the way. If full disclosure by the permit
applicants discloses intent to eventually export crude oil overseas from the proposed terminal,
potential impacts on birds, marine mammals, and fish along those shipping routes must also be
thoroughly studied. If the applicant is not forthcoming with a clear and complete statement of the
ultimate intent of the proposed project, a sufficient EIS is not possible and the~ermit application
should be denied without further attention.

Invasive marine species
Increased shipping means increased potential for introduction of invasive aquatic species with
potential catastrophic impact on Washington's economy and environment. Please include in the
EIS a full assessment of all of the direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts of increased shipping
related to the proposed project on the introduction of invasive marine species. There should be a
detailed explanation of required steps to avoid such introductions by deliberate or accidental
ballast water release or hull fouling of ships or barges carrying crude from the proposed terminal.

Noise impacts and site e~ologv
It is clear in the project application that construction of the proposed terminal would involve a
prolonged period of loud noise from construction activity such as pile driving (some of it
presumably necessitated by the inadequate nature of site soils and susceptibility to liquefaction
during earthquakes - - a dubious place to be transferring oil and siting oil tanks). The EIS must
thoroughly assess the effects ofconstruction-related noise as well as noise from terminal
operations on birds and mammals both at the site and within the large area which such sound
would reach, according to the project application.

Climate change and ocean acidification
Along with Governor Inslee and our other fellow Washington citizens whose thinking is reality-
based, we are concerned about climate change and ocean acidification from combustion of fossil
fuels here and everywhere. We do not want Washington State to be any more involved than is
unavoidable in facilitating the extraction of crude oil or oil from tar sands, its transportation by
rail and ship, its refining, and its ultimate burning here or in other counties. The climate change
and ocean acidification impacts to Washington State from combustion of the crude oil
transferred at the proposed terminal would be significant and must be addressed in the EIS.



Additional carbon dioxide emissions attributable to this crude oil are estimated at about 59.6
million metric tons annually, the equivalent impact on greenhouse gas pollution of 12 million
cars.

Cumulative impacts of all oil and coal transportation proposals
It would be unrealistic to review the Tesoro Savage Terminal without regard to other crude oil
and coal transportation projects proposed for Washington whether involving rail or ships or both.
The cumulative environmental impacts of these proposals must be part of the thorough EIS we
want. to see for the terminal proposed for Vancouver, Washington.

In light of the incomplete information provided by Tesoro and Savage and the many complex
and important questions related to the environment as well as human safety, quality of life, and
economic stability which this terminal project prompts, we request that you select the no action
alternative as the preferred. This project is not good for Washington State or its citizens and
should not proceed.

We appreciate the opportunity to comment and your attention to our comments and suggestions.
We look forward to your thorough evaluation of all direct, indirect, and cumulative adverse
environmental impacts of this proposed project.

Sincerely,

Philip Wright
President
Skagit Audubon Society

Timothy Manns
Conservation Chair
Skagit Audubon Society
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Please accept the attached scoping comments for the environmental impact of the proposed. Tesoro Savage Vancouver
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Dave Miller
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#30405

From: john griffith <jpgriff54@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 5:40 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.

urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the

health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal

proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;

* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands

safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and

beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from

Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and

*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

john griffith
735evansrd
sequim, WA 98382
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From: Norman.S.Richardson@tsocorp.com
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:01 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal

Dear EFSEC Commissioners

I am a Tesoro employee from and am writing in support of the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution
Terminal. As a Tesoro employee, I stand behind the company's commitment to safety and the environment. I
have firsthand experience of how important safe, clean, and efficient operations are to Tesoro.

This terminal will also contribute to energy independence in the United States. Because of my job, I understand
the market demand for moving crude oil to West Coast refineries. This terminal will make the transportation of
crude oil from the Bakken and other regions more accessible and reduce the amount of crude U.S. refineries are
currently forced to purchase from international sources. By allowing U.S. crude to move through a U.S.
terminal to U.S. refineries, Tesoro and Savage are supporting U.S. energy independence and creating U.S. jobs.

I urge the committee to bear in mind the positive impact this terminal will have on the U.S. economy. As a
Tesoro employee and an American job holder, my family depends on the strength of the oil and gas industry in
the U.S. To keep this project moving forward on a schedule that will allow for its timely approval, please keep
the scope of the SEPA environmental analysis purposefully focused on potential impacts from the proposed
facility. The scope of the EIS must be limited to those potential impacts directly related to the facility design
and operation. I ask that EFSEC consider the following site-specific impacts in preparation of the SEPA
Environmental Impact Statement:

• Spill prevention and spill response requirements that protect the environment

• Ability to comply with state and federal air quality emission standards

• Impact of the facility on local transportation infrastructure and public services

• Facility design that meets all relevant safety standards

I am concerned that conducting a SEPA EIS that looks beyond site-based facility impacts is an overreach that
could dilute the core focus on this facility. This balanced approach is consistent with Washington's SEPA
statutes and regulations and will protect the environment while also ensuring the state's ability to grow its
economy.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,
Norman Richardson
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From: Robert.l.boothroyd@tsocorp.com
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:14 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal

Dear EFSEC Commissioners

I am a Tesoro employee from California and am writing in support of the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy

Distribution Terminal. As a Tesoro employee, I stand behind the company's commitment to safety and the
environment. I have. firsthand experience of how important safe, clean, and efficient operations are to Tesoro.

This terminal will also contribute to energy independence in the United States. Because of my job, I understand

the market demand for moving crude oil to West Coast refineries. This terminal will make the transportation of

crude oil from the Bakken and other regions more accessible and reduce the amount of crude U.S. refineries are

currently forced to purchase from international sources. By allowing U.S. crude to move through a U.S.
terminal to U.S. refineries, Tesoro and Savage are supporting U.S. energy independence and creating U.S. jobs.

I urge the committee to bear in mind the positive impact this terminal will have on the U.S. economy. As a

Tesoro employee and an American job holder, my family depends on the strength of the oil and gas industry in

the U.S. To keep this project moving forward on a schedule that will allow for its timely approval, please keep

the scope of the SEPA environmental analysis purposefully focused on potential impacts from the proposed

facility. The scope of the EIS must be limited to those potential impacts directly related to the facility design

and operation. I ask that EFSEC consider the following site-specific impacts in preparation of the SEPA
Environmental Impact Statement:

• Spill prevention and spill response requirements that protect the environment

• Ability to comply with state and federal air quality emission standards

• Impact of the facility on local transportation infrastructure and public services

• Facility design that meets all relevant safety standards

I am concerned that conducting a SEPA EIS that looks beyond site-based facility impacts is an overreach that

could dilute the core focus on this facility. This balanced approach is consistent with Washington's SEPA

statutes and regulations and will protect the environment while also ensuring the state's ability to grow its
economy.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,
Robert Boothroyd
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From: Donna Watson <Donna_Watson2000@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:16 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed

Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad

deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river

communities throughout the state and. along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching

impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.

For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond:

•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver

and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.

•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you

to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Donna Watson

95833
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From: Iarner9598@comcast.net

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:19 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: Vancouver, Washington, oil terminal project

To the members of the Washington Energy Facility Sit Evaluation Council,

Please, please approve the subject oil terminal protect.

have been reading arguments against this project for quite some time and have yet to be convinced
that this oil terminal will be bad for Vancouver. People who don't want the oil terminal to be built in
Vancouver seem to most often site instances of accidents involving oil. It isn't possible to avoid all
accidents, but that doesn't mean that a project of this magnitude should not be built. It seems to me
that the people who call themselves "progressives" are not in favor of progress at all; in fact, they
seem to be in favor of going backwards.

think the oil terminal project will be wonderful for Vancouver. I have lived in Vancouver for almost 20
years.

Thank you for your consideration.

Debbie Larner
11306 NE 36th Avenue
Vancouver, WA 98686
(360) 576-8173
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From: john.b.stubbs@gmail.com
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 621 PM
To: EFSEC(UTC)
Subject: Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal

Dear EFSEC Commissioners

I am a Tesoro employee from California and am writing in support of the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy
Distribution Terminal. As a Tesoro employee, I stand behind the company's commitment to safety and the
environment. I have firsthand experience of how important safe, clean, and efficient operations are to Tesoro.

This terminal will also contribute to energy independence in the United States. Because of my job, I understand
the market demand for moving crude oil to West Coast refineries. This terminal will make the transportation of
crude oil from the Bakken and other regions more accessible and reduce the amount of crude U.S. refineries are
currently forced to purchase from international sources. By allowing U.S. crude to move through a U.S.
terminal to U.S. refineries, Tesoro and Savage are supporting U.S. energy independence and creating U.S. jobs.

I urge the committee to bear in mind the positive impact this terminal will have on the U.S. economy. As a
Tesoro employee and an American job holder, my family depends on the strength of the oil and gas industry in
the U.S. To keep this project moving forward on a schedule that will allow for its timely approval, please keep
the scope of the SEPA environmental analysis purposefully focused on potential impacts from the proposed
facility. The scope of the EIS must be limited to those potential impacts directly related to the facility design
and operation. I ask that EFSEC consider the following site-specific impacts in preparation of the SEPA
Environmental Impact Statement:

• Spill prevention and spill response requirements that protect the environment

• Ability to comply with state and federal air quality emission standards

• Impact of the facility on local transportation infrastructure and public services

• Facility design that meets all relevant safety standards

I am concerned that conducting a SEPA EIS that looks beyond site-based facility impacts is an overreach that
could dilute the core focus on this facility. This balanced approach is consistent with Washington's SEPA
statutes and regulations and will protect the environment while also ensuring the state's ability to grow its
economy.

Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,
John Stubbs
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From: Roland Schmidt-Bellach <rschmidtbellach@gmaiLcom>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 624 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed

Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia, River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad
deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river
communities throughout the state and along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching
impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.
For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond.
•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver
and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.
•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.
•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you
to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Roland Schmidt-Bellach

TOL2B0
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From: Heather Murawski <Kitten98055@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:42 PM

Ta EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.

urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the

health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal

proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;

* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;

* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands

safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and

beyond;

* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from

Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and

* Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Heather Murawski

17929 w spring lake dr se

Renton, WA 98058
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear

(UTC)

Qocket ~F-131590

Richard Heggen <tubegeek@nventure.com>
Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:46 PM
EFSEC (UTC)
EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.

urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the

health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal

proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;

* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands

safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and

beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from

Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and

*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

The entire scope of carbon emissions and the resulting impact on the climate must be addressed for this significant

proposal. As an alternative, clean renewable energy should be evaluated to compare the impacts each type of energy.

Thank you.

Richard Heggen

6444 Five Views Rd

Tacoma, WA 98407
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From: Sharon S <shar792@earthlink.net>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:51 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed

Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad

deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river

communities throughout the state and along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching

impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.

For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond.

•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver

and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.

•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you

to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Sharon S

60453
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dear

JTC)

Carolyn Boatsman <c.boatsman@comcast.net>

Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:52 PM

EFSEC (UTC)
EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.

urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the

health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal

proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;

* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands

safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and

beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from

Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and

*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Carolyn Boatsman

3210 74th AVE SE
Mercer Island, WA 98040
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From: Stephen Hauschka <Shauschka@clear.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 7:05 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.
urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the
health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal
proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air
quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and
beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from
Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;
* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Stephen Hauschka
1821 E McGraw St
Seattle, WA 98112
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From: Lesley McCormmach <Imm@bmi.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 722 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.
urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge -you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the
health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal
proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;
* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and
beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from
Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Lesley McCormmach
1021 Valencia Street

Walla Walla, WA 99362
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From: Reuben Robison <reubenrobison@hotmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 7:37 PM

To: EFSEC(UTC)
Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed

Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad
deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river

communities throughout the state and .along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching

impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.
For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond.

•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver

and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.

•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.
•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you
to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Reuben Robison

98133
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From: sgoodman@grahamdunn.com
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 8:05 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal

Dear Stephen Posner

I am a resident of Washington and am writing in support of the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution
Terminal. The proposed project will receive and ship North American crude oil to US refineries to offset or
replace foreign imports and declining production in Alaska and California. This crude oil will be refined in US
refineries to help meet the everyday needs of residents and businesses along the US West Coast -including
those of the state of Washington. In short, it helps with America's energy security and will bring economic
benefits and valuable jobs to our local communities.

As a resident, I believe the safety and environmental reviews are extremely important and will help ensure that
this is done safely and responsibly. As such, I would, request that the scope of the SEPA environmental analysis
be purposefully focused on potential impacts from the proposed facility. The scope of the EIS must be limited
to those potential impacts directly related to the facility design and operation. I ask that EFSEC consider the
following- site-specific impacts in preparation of the SEPA Environmental Impact Statement:

• Risks caused by earthquakes

• Spill prevention and spill response requirements that protect the environment

• Ability to comply with state and federal air quality emission standards

• Protection of Columbia River water quality and fish and wildlife resources

• Impact of the facility on local transportation infrastructure and public services

• Facility design. that meets all relevant safety standards

I am concerned that conducting a SEPA EIS that looks beyond site-based facility impacts is an overreach that
could dilute the core focus on this facility and have a dampening effect on transportation of other commodities,
such as agricultural products, which are vital to the economies of Vancouver, Clark County and the state of
Washington.

This balanced approach is consistent with SEPA statutes and regulations and will protect the environment while
also ensuring the state's ability to grow its economy. Thank you for considering my comments.

Sincerely,
Steve Goodman
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From: Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Cathy Dormaier
<cicathy@foxinternet.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 8:15 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

Dec 17, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner

P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site

Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal

to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River

Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.

The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.

Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

Thank you for helping us save our communities and our environment.

Sincerely,

Ms. Cathy Dormaier

42108 200th Ave SE
Enumclaw, WA 98022-8536
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From: Robin Clark <dwc95672@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 823 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.

urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the

health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal

proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;

* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands

safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and

beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from

Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and

* Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Robin Clark

P.O. Box 122

Rescue, CA 95672
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From: Audrey Adams <audrey55@comcast.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 8:46 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.
urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the
health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal
proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air
quality;

* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and
beyond;

* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from
Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
* Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Audrey Adams

10939 SE 183rd Ct

Renton, WA 98055
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From: Michael McLeod <mmcleod121@aol.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 8:49 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver. I therefore respectfully ask

that you fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane, the

Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the analysis of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts and the

health of our communities, including:

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;

* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia River, the Pacific Coast and Puget Sound;

* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands

safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and

beyond;

* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from

Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and

* Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Michael McLeod

4225 SW 314th Place

Federal Way, WA 98023
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From: Caitilin Terfloth <cterfloth@sasktel.net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:05 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed

Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad
deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river
communities throughout the state and along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching
impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.
For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond.
•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver
and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.
•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.
•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you
to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Caitilin Terfloth

S7N1H8
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From: Joyce Lery <parisrainl@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:17 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed
Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad

deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river

communities throughout the state and along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching

impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's. largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.

For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond.

•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver

and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.

•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you

to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Joyce Levy

46077
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From: Joyce Levy <parisrainl@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:17 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed

Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad
deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river
communities throughout the state and along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching
impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.
For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond.
•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver
and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.

•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.
•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as we11 as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you
to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Joyce Levy

46077
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From: Joyce Levy <parisrainl@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:18 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Reference Application No. 2013-01/Docket No. EF-131590: Please reject the proposed

Tesoro Savage oil export terminal project

Dear Governor Inslee and Washington EFSEC:

urge you to assess the full impact of Tesoro Savage's proposal to ship 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and the Columbia River. Oil-by-rail and export by ship is a bad

deal for Washington State and the entire Northwest region. The project comes at a steep price for rail and river

communities throughout the state and along the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return. Based on the far reaching

impacts of this project, I urge you to deny Tesoro Savage's unprecedented proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of the state's largest pipeline-on-wheels proposal deserve close scrutiny.

For example, EFSEC must assess:

•The potential impacts of a large train-related oil spill along the rail route in Washington and beyond.

•The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route. This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver

and store oil, and other communities along the rail and shipping route.

•The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

•The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the project, I respectfully ask you

to deny Tesoro Savage's application.

Thank you.

Joyce Levy

46077
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From: Fran Post <franpost254@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 9:32 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

This is such a terrible proposal, bad for the environment, a major safety risk, disruptive for the communities these trains
would roll through. As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the
Port of Vancouver.. I urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each

day through Spokane, the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the
health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal
proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;

* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;

*The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and

beyond;

* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from
Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Fran Post

254 Woodland Ave

254 Woodland Ave

Port Townsend, WA 98368
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From: Penny Derleth <penny.derleth@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 10:04 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.
urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge. you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the
health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal
proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air
quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;
* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and
beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from
Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Penny Derleth
PO Box 421
Deer Park, WA 99006

17



Tesoro Savage CBR 
DOCIC2t ~~"- i ~~ ~~~

Scoping Comment

#30430 JTC)

From: Mark Darienzo <markdari@pacifier.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 10:24 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: Proposed Vancouver Tesoro Savage Oil Terminal

Proposed Vancouver Tesoro Savage Oil Terminal. The Project Application Number is 2013-01, Docket Number EF-

131590

Please deny this oil terminal.

Thanks

Mark Darienzo

Sent from my iPad
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From: Daniel Swink <drswink@pacifier.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 10:59 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.
urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National .Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the
health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal
proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air
quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;
* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and
beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from
Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;
* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Daniel Swink

PO Box 61884
Vancouver, WA 98666
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From: Carolyn Gastellum <ecgastel@wavecable.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:13 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a member of the larger community of Washington, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at
the Port of Vancouver. I urge- you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal from mining the tar sands to transport up to
360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane, the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other

Northwest communities.

It is essential that the scoping of this proposal access impacts to public safety and the free flow of all emergency vehicles

to include police, fire and medical emergency responders. What effect would one environmental catastrophe have on
any community such occurred in Canada recently and what economic impact would that create for all industries
dependent on a clean environment? What impact would this have on fishing, the marine environments that may be
affected, the food chain, the tourist activity dependent on a healthy ecosystem and any other enterprise that requires
clean water? These activities deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal proposed.
Including,
* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacifiic Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and
beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from

Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;

* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
* Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Carolyn Gastellum
14451 Ashley Place
Anacortes, WA 98221
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From: Sunrise omahoney <s.h.omahoney@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:22 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: proposed oil terminal

I am writing to ask that:

• The safety access issues are thoroughly evaluated. I would hate to see a person have a heart attack on
one side of the tracks and not be able to get help because of a long train going past. The increase in the
number of trains only increases this risk

• The true question of will this proposed project stop at just a terminal and not turn into a refinery in the
future

• The numbers of other oil refineries and rail car accidents are evaluated when looking at this proposal
• The long term viability of oil is examined. How long will it last and what are the environmental impacts

of the decision to move forward if it does?
• The true cost the community is paying for this risk--air quality, safety, water quality and more...
• The multitude of environmental risks we will take on--not just emergency but in the everyday operation

of the project
• The possible alternative projects that could be brought in--for example a solar company that could add

an alternative energy source to our community not like oil which will only take from the grid

Please reject this project based on that it is not an environmentally sound project.

,Please when doing the EIS look at the cumulative, local very close neighbors, Vancouver neighborhoods that
are within the blast zone for air quality and on a global level--when it comes to climate change and the direction
I would hope we as an earth, country, state and neighborhood could start to take seriously. We cannot live like
this forever we need to take a serious look at what choices we are making when it comes to where we live.

Please do not let this come to the community I love and to my kid's lungs and more if there is an explosion.

Sunrise O'Mahoney

1924 Grant St, Vancouver WA 98660
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From: Jeffrey Hill <toysattic@msn.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:24 PM
To: EFSEC (UTE)
Subject: EIS Scoping comments for Tesoro Savage proposal in Vancouver

Dear

As a community member, I am very concerned about the proposed Tesoro Savage project at the Port of Vancouver.

urge you to fully assess the impacts of this proposal to transport up to 360,000 barrels of oil each day through Spokane,
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver, and other Northwest communities.

urge you to include in the scoping of this proposal the implications to public safety, environmental impacts, and the
health of our communities. These deserve a spotlight in the assessment of the state's largest oil-by-rail terminal

proposed. Including,

* The compounding impact of multiple trains going through communities daily on traffic, community safety, and air

quality;
* The threat of oil spills from trains and marine vessels along the Columbia, the Pacific Ocean, and the Puget Sound;
* The ability of communities to respond to an oil spill sourced from the Bakken oil fields and the Canadian Tar Sands
safely and in a timely manner;

* The increase in oil tankers and the corresponding increased risk of oil spills throughout Washington waters and
beyond;
* The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil from
Bakken to Tar sands, cradle to grave;
* Safety of crude oil being transported by rail and the risks to communities along the route; and
*Terminal safety precautions related to the type and source of oil, level of combustion, and air emissions.

Thank you.

Jeffrey Hill

PO BOX 841

PO Box 841
Deer Park, WA 99006
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From: Dave Shehorn <david.shehorn@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:32 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Tesoro Oil Terminal in Vancouver

What is Heavy oil? It is heavier than water, if spilled near water, it sinks to the bottom.
Tar sands oil and shale oil, are both, heavy oil -- that is the type of unrefined oil being
transported from the upper Midwest: Wyoming and the Dakota states.

There are lots of inherent dangers for the long distance transport of heavy oil by train.

Heavy oil is often "thinned" by adding diluent agents -- refinery byproducts that are not
commercially viable for other economic benefit -- "trash" petroleum distillates with various
viscosities and properties. Typically, these would be lighter than water.

In an accident, we would be contaminated top and bottom at the Columbia River,
devastating the favorable environmental conditions necessary for aquatic life.

Let the producing states build refineries near the oil source, and use the refined products
in the Midwest, shipped and distributed by Midwest pipelines -- it's economically the right
thing to do for the country.

From a Department of Energy study: "Volumes of proprietary data and feasibility studies exist
within major companies for producing heavyol, yet only a limitedamount of datais available in
the public domain."

___=Dave =___
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From: Ann Mitchell <mitchellannk@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:48 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Vancouver Washington Oil Terminal project

H i,
am a downtown Vancouver resident and I totally oppose this project. I object to it because of the safety risk( i.e.

Anacortes), Torsoro /Savage has one of the worst safety records! The increased air pollution and noise pollution this

project would generate is unacceptable. Also the risks of explosions, spills, derailments and decreasing the livability of

this area is unacceptable.
Concerned Resident,
Ann Mitchell
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From: Sunrise omahoney <s.h.omahoney@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:11 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Vancouver, WA oil terminal

For the record:
Sunrise O'Mahoney
1924 Grant St.
Vancouver, WA 98660

Dear EFSEC team,
I am writing in regards to the proposed oil terminal in Vancouver, WA.

I want to start off by saying I completely support the City of Vancouver's EIs recommendation. They asked for
a study that pretty much covered all my questions and concerns. The recommendation asks for a comprehensive
and cumulative assessment which is critical when looking at a project to this degree. I cannot say more than
they already said on the technical, safety and mostly the environmental concerns and questions.

On a personal level, I live in the outlying neighborhood from the Port and not that far from the tracks south of
the Port. I am in the Hough neighborhood. I live here with my 2 daughters (9 and 16). I am strongly opposed to
the proposed project. I hear people for it talk about the jobs it will bring. I counter that question with, what
number of jobs is worth the potential environmental disaster we could face and the everyday environmental risk
we in this community will take on. I am seriously concerned about the air quality my family, friends and
neighbors will have to live with. As an Executive Director of an environmental nonprofit that works on cleaning
our local watershed, I do not see how this will benefit our local waters in any way. Again, I defer to the City of
Vancouver when they raise- questions about how this could impact our waters.

I hope that the EIS will include a cumulative evaluation of the impacts of this project and extend the reach of
the study to outside of just the immediate vicinity of the Port. There are many residences along the rail lines in
Vancouver and before that will be taking on the risk as well. In addition to that, there are many of us a couple
neighborhoods in that will take on the air quality issues related to having an oil terminal, especially of this size
and capacity.

Please, please say no to this project. I cannot see how this is an environmentally sound project in any way and I
do not want to raise my family near it and would hate to have to move because of it.

I imagine this is not looked at as seriously, but it is time to say no to fossil fuels and this is a great place to start.
I hope the study looks at the global ramifications of fossil fuel impacts. They are not sustainable and are only
promoted under the guise of bringing in jobs when really it is fed by money. I am afraid of how little the
environment is taken into consideration. I am very appreciative of the EFSEC process and glad that it has to go
through this process.

I hope that all the questions the City of Vancouver has asked will be addressed. I want to add one piece and that
is the environmental justice component. The neighborhoods closest to the Port are some of the lowest income
neighborhoods in Vancouver. I find it offensive that they would consider bringing something in so close to this
part of community.



Thank you for taking the time to read the massive number of comments. I know I did not give a lot of reasons I
am against it and to reiterate, I did so because I support the questions raised by Vancouver and they said it very
well.

Thank you,
Sunrise O'Mahoney



Tesoro Savage CBR

Scoping Comment

#30438

From:

(UTC)

Deck^t F~~-1315g~

Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Duane Underwood <duane2
@shaw.ca>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:15 PM
To: EFSEC(UTC)
Subject: Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

Dec 18; 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner

P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site
Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal

to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each. day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.
The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.
Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in
Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks
are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers
that would be traveling through our communities.
Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route.

This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and
other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington

State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,
respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.



Sincerely,

Mr. Duane Underwood

350 NW Polk Ave
Corvallis, OR 97330-6488
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Tesoro Savage CBR r" ' ^ 4 ~ nr~

Scoping Comment

#30439 ~ V TC~

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dec 18, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner
P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Adele Cramer
<adelecramer@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:15 PM
EFSEC (UTC)
Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site
Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal
to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.
The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.
Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in
Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks
are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers
that would be traveling through our communities.
Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route.
This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and
other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington
State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,
respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.



Sincerely,

Ms. Adele Cramer
1825 Se Minter Bridge Rd, #35
Hillsboro, OR 97123-5132
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Tesoro Savage CBR p~~~~t EF-131590
Scoping Comment

#30440 ~UTC~

From: Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Natalia Policelli
<policellin@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 11:15 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

Dec 18, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner

P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site
Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal
to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River
Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.
The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.
Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in
Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks
are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers
that would be traveling through our communities.
Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route.
This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and
other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington
State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,
respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.

13



Sincerely,

Ms. Natalia Policelli

5617 SE Reedway St

Portland, OR 97206-5548
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Tesoro Savage CBR 065~~~-~~ ~a~~oQ 
~ock~t EF-131590

Scoping Comment

#30441 V T~~

From: Friends of the Columbia Gorge <Advocacy@GorgeFriends.org> on behalf of Colleen

Wright <colwright@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 5:39 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01 Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy

Distribution Terminal Comments

Dec 17, 2013

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

WA

Dear Site Evaluation Council,

Please deny the permit for the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal.

The proposed Tesoro Savage project would transport 360,000 barrels of oil per day through the Columbia River Gorge

National Scenic Area. I have grave concerns about this proposal and its impact on the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area. The scope of review under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) must include the following:

What is the purpose of the project? The purpose statement must not be narrowly worded to only include the

construction of an oil terminal for distribution of oil through the region. The purpose should be broad enough to include

providing for the energy needs of the region and providing opportunities for appropriate waterfront development in

Vancouver that benefits the local community.

Is there a need for this project? There is not. This proposal, in conjunction with other existing and pending oil terminals,

would result in a glut of oil in the Northwest that would far exceed current consumption. There are alternative

waterfront development opportunities that would create jobs and generate greater benefits for the local community.

What are the alternatives? A "no action" alternative; an alternative relying on other oil terminals that already exist, are

in the permitting process or under construction; and reducing reliance on fossil fuels all must be considered as viable

alternatives. Transport routes that do not pass through congressionally protected areas, like the Columbia River Gorge

also must be included in the alternatives analyses. The EIS should also consider reasonably foreseeable waterfront

development opportunities that would be incompatible with an oil terminal, such as mixed use development with

waterfront amenities.

What are the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the proposal, including transportation impacts on the Columbia

River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as:

-Increased air pollution from train diesel emission. The Gorge already suffered from smog and visibility impairment up

to 95% of the time.

- Rail expansion into sensitive areas. Rail lines in the Gorge are currently near capacity. This proposal and other oil by rail

and coal export proposals would result in rail infrastructure expansion into sensitive areas in the Gorge, including

wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat, rare plant habitat, and cultural resource sites. These likely impacts must be included

in the scope of review.
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- Likelihood of accidents. Current coal train traffic in the. Gorge has resulted in massive amounts of coal dust escaping

the open topped rail cars, which weakens the train ballast and causes accidents. The U.S.

Surface Transportation Board has determined that coal dust is a "pernicious ballast foulant," weakening rail lines and

resulting in derailments. The likelihood of oil train derailments, the likely effects on the Columbia River Gorge and the

impacts on communities must be analyzed.

- Aduerse effects to resources protected by the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. The project's indirect

and cumulative effects on the scenic, 'natural, cultural and recreation resources of the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area must be included in the scope of review.

In conclusion, SEPA requires that the EIS address impacts to sensitive or special areas, such as the Columbia River Gorge,

and the degree that the proposal would conflict with state, local, and federal protections for the environment, such as

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. WAC 197-11-330(3)(e)(i), (iii). State law also requires the Governor

and all state agencies to carry out their respective functions in accordance with the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area Act.
RCW 43.9.7.025. EFSEC and the Governor are required to review projects for their impacts on,the Columbia River Gorge

and to take actions to avoid those impacts.

Thank you for considering these comments and including them into the official record.

Sincerely,

Ms. Colleen Wright

4160 Chapman Way

Lake Oswego, OR 97035-5565

(503) 908-1757
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Tesoro Savage CBR

Scoping Comment Docket EF-131590
#30442 , V T~~

From: Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Carlos Guerra <ciguerra43
@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 5:45 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

Dec 17, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner
P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site
Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal
to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would resuFt in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River.
Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.
The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.
Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in
Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks
are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers
that would be traveling through our communities.
Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed
oil-by-rail route.
This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and
other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as
tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington
State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,
respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.
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Sincerely,

Mr. Carlos Guerra

2311 NE 181st Ave

Vancouver, WA 98684-0739

(949) 837-4576
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Tesoro Savage CBR

scoping Comment ~ p~c~, ;~ EF-131 X90
#30443 ~ V T~

From: Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Lana Worley
< Ijworley@comcast.net>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 5:45 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

Dec 17, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner

P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site

Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal

to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River

Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.

The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.

Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in

Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks

are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers

that would be traveling through our communities.
Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route.

This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and

other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington

State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,

respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection of Tesoro-Savage's application.
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Sincerely,

Mrs. Lana Worley

205 N Garden St

Bellingham, WA 98225-5815
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Tesoro Savage CBR QOCi4nt EF-131590
Scoping Comment u.~~~
#30444

From: Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Olga Kachook

<olgakachook@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 5:45 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

Dec 17, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner

P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site

Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal

to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River

Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.

The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.

Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety-and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in

Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks

are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers

that would be traveling through our communities.

Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route.

This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and

other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington

State..

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,

respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.
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Sincerely,

Miss Olga Kachook

4228 174th PI SW

Lynnwood, WA 98037-7400
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Tesoro Savage CBR

Scoping Comment

#30445

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dec 17, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner
P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

(UTC)

C~oc<«t ~F-131590

Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Carol Trotter
<caroltrttr@yahoo.com>
Tuesday, December 17, 2013 5:45 PM
EFSEC (UTC)
Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site

Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal

to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River

Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.

The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.

Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example,. EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in

Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks

are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers

that would be traveling through our communities.

Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route.
This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil tra-ins would deliver and store oil, and

other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington

State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,

respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.
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Sincerely,

Ms. Carol Trotter
40797 Savola Ln

Astoria, OR 97103-8622

(510) 566-8798
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Tesoro Savage CBR
Scoping Comment
#30446

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dec 17, 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner

P.O. Box 43172

Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

(UTC)
Docket EF-131590

Sierra Club <information@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Stella Day
<stellacday@gmail.com>
Tuesday, December 17, 2013 5:45 PM
EFSEC (UTC)
Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge the Washington Energy Facility Site

Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal

to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River

Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.

The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.

Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in

Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks

are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers

that would be traveling through our communities.

Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route.
This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and

other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington

State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,

respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.
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Sincerely,

Ms. Stella Day

4714 Willis St

Bellingham, WA 98229-3498

(360) 305-5436
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Tesoro Savage CBR Docket EF-13~ 590
Scoping Comment uT~)
#30447

From: Friends of the Columbia Gorge <Advocacy@GorgeFriends.org> on behalf of Susan
Haynes <asiatravelers@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:09 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01 Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy

Distribution Terminal Comments

Dec 17, 2013

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

WA

Dear Site Evaluation Council,

Please deny the permit for the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal.

The proposed Tesoro Savage project would transport 360,000 barrels of oil per day through the Columbia River Gorge

National Scenic Area. I have grave concerns about this proposal and its impact on the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area. The scope of review under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) .must include the following:

What is the purpose of the project? The purpose statement must not be narrowly worded to only include the

construction of an oil terminal for distribution of oil through the region. The purpose should be broad enough to include
providing for the energy needs of the region and providing opportunities for appropriate waterfront development in

Vancouver that benefits the local community.

Is there a need for this project? There is not. This proposal, in conjunction with other existing and pending oil terminals,

would result in a glut of oil in the Northwest that would far exceed current consumption. There are alternative

waterfront development opportunities that would create jobs and generate greater benefits for the local community.

What are the alternatives? A "no action" alternative; an alternative relying on other oil terminals that already exist, are
in the permitting processor under construction; and reducing reliance on fossil fuels all must be considered as viable

alternatives. Transport routes that do not pass through congressionally protected areas, like the Columbia River Gorge

also must be included in the alternatives analyses. The EIS should also consider reasonably foreseeable waterfront

development opportunities that would be incompatible with an oil terminal, such as mixed use development with

waterfront amenities.

What are the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the proposal, including transportation impacts on the Columbia

River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as:

-Increased air pollution from train diesel emission. The Gorge already suffered from smog and visibility impairment up

to 95% of the time.

- Rail expansion into sensitive areas. Rail lines in the Gorge are currently near capacity. This proposal and other oil by rail

and coal export proposals would result in rail infrastructure expansion into sensitive areas in the Gorge, including

wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat, rare plant habitat, and cultural resource sites. These likely impacts must be included

in the scope of review.
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- Likelihood of accidents. Current coal train traffic in the Gorge has resulted in massive amounts of coal dust escaping

the open topped rail cars, which weakens the train ballast and causes accidents. The U.S.

Surface Transportation Board has determined that coal dust is a "pernicious ballast foulant," weakening rail lines and
.resulting in derailments. The likelihood of oil train derailments, the likely effects on the Columbia River Gorge and the

impacts on communities must be analyzed.

-Adverse effects to resources protected by the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. The project's indirect

and cumulative effects on the scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources of the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area must be included in the scope of review.

In conclusion, SEPA requires that the EIS address impacts to sensitive or special areas, such as the Columbia River Gorge,

and the degree that the proposal would conflict with state, local, and federal protections for the environment, such as

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. WAC 197-11-330(3)(e)(i), (iii). State law also requires the Governor

and all state agencies to carry out their respective functions in accordance with the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area Act.
RCW 43.97.025. EFSEC and the Governor are required to review projects for their impacts on the Columbia River Gorge

and to take actions to avoid those impacts.

Thank you for considering these comments and including them into the official record.

Sincerely,

Ms. Susan Haynes
711 Skamania Landing Rd
Stevenson, WA 98648-6141

(509) 427-4060
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Tesoro Savage CBR Docket EF-131590
Scoping Comment ~uT~~
#30448

From: Friends of the Columbia Gorge <Advocacy@GorgeFriends.org> on behalf of Michael
Haynes <asiatravelers@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:09 PM
To: EFSEC (UTC)
Subject: .Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01 Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy

Distribution Terminal Comments

Dec 17, 2013

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

WA

Dear Site Evaluation Council,

Please deny the permit for the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal.

The proposed Tesoro Savage project would transport 360,000 barrels of oil per day through the Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area. I have grave concerns about this proposal and its impact on the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic Area. The scope of review under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) must include the following:

What is the purpose of the project? The purpose statement must not be narrowly worded to only include the

construction of an oil terminal for distribution of oil through the region. The purpose should be broad enough to include

providing for the. energy needs of the region and providing opportunities for appropriate waterfront development in

Vancouver that benefits the local community.

Is there a need for this project? There is not. This proposal, in conjunction with other existing and pending oil terminals,

would result in a glut of oil in the Northwest that would far exceed current consumption. There are alternative

waterfront development opportunities that would create jobs and generate greater benefits for the local community.

What are the alternatives? A "no action" alternative; an alternative relying on other oil terminals that already exist, are
in the permitting process or under construction; and reducing reliance on fossil fuels all must be considered as viable
alternatives, Transport routes that do not pass through congressionally protected areas, like the Columbia River Gorge
also must be included in the alternatives analyses. The EIS should also consider reasonably foreseeable waterfront
development opportunities that would be incompatible with an oil terminal, such as mixed use development with

waterfront amenities.

What are the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the proposal, including transportation impacts on the Columbia
River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as:

- Increased air pollution from train diesel emission. The Gorge already suffered from smog and visibility impairment up
to 95% of the time.

- Rail expansion into sensitive areas. Rail lines in the Gorge are currently near capacity. This proposal and other oil by rail

and coal export proposals would result in rail infrastructure expansion into sensitive areas in the Gorge, including

wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat, rare plant habitat, and cultural resource sites. These likely impacts must be included

in the scope of review.
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- Likelihood of accidents. Current coal train traffic in the Gorge has resulted in massive amounts of coal dust escaping
the open topped rail cars, which weakens the train ballast and causes accidents. The U.S.
Surface Transportation Board has determined that coal dust is a "pernicious ballast foulant," weakening rail lines and
resulting in derailments. The likelihood of oil train derailments, the likely effects on the Columbia River Gorge and the
impacts on communities must be analyzed.

-Adverse effects to resources protected by the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. The project's indirect
and cumulative effects on the scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources of the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic Area must be included in the scope of review.

In conclusion, SEPA requires that the EIS address impacts to sensitive or special areas, such as the Columbia River Gorge,
and the degree that the proposal would conflict with state, local, and federal protections for the environment, such as
the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. WAC 197-11-330(3)(e)(i), (iii). State law also requires the Governor
and all state agencies to carry out their respective functions in accordance with the Columbia River Gorge National
Scenic Area Act.
RCW 43.97.025. EFSEC and the Governor are required to review projects for their impacts on the Columbia River Gorge
and to take actions to avoid those impacts.

Thank you for considering these comments and including them into the official record.

Sincerely,

Mr. Michael Haynes
711 Skamania Landing Rd
Stevenson, WA 98648-6141
(509) 427-4060
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Tesoro Savage CBR Docket EF-131590
Scoping Comment UT~~

#30449

From: Friends of the Columbia Gorge <Advocacy@GorgeFriends.org> on behalf of Sally Ford
<sford00@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:09 PM

To: EFSEC (UTC)

Subject: ~ Docket No. EF-131590 Application No. 2013-01 Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy

Distribution Terminal Comments

Dec 17, 2013

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

WA

Dear Site Evaluation Council,

Please deny the permit for the Tesoro Savage Vancouver Energy Distribution Terminal.

The proposed Tesoro Savage project would transport 360,000 barrels of oil per day through the Columbia River Gorge

National Scenic Area. I have grave concerns about this proposal and its impact on the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area. The scope of review under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) must include the following:

What is the purpose of the project? The purpose statement must not be narrowly worded to only include the

construction of an oil terminal for distribution of oil through the region. The purpose should be broad enough to include

providing for the energy needs of the region and providing opportunities for appropriate waterfront development in

Vancouver that benefits the local community.

Is there a need for this project? There is not. This proposal, in conjunction with other existing and pending oil terminals,

would result in a glut of oil in the Northwest that would far exceed current consumption. There are alternative

waterfront development opportunities that would create jobs and generate greater benefits for the local community.

What are the alternatives? A "no action" alternative; an alternative relying on other oil terminals that already exist, are

in the permitting process or under construction; and reducing reliance on fossil fuels all must be considered as viable

alternatives. Transport routes that do not pass through congressionally protected areas, like the Columbia River Gorge

also must be included in the alternatives analyses. The EIS should also consider reasonably foreseeable waterfront

development opportunities that would be incompatible with an oil terminal, such as mixed use development with

waterfront amenities.

What are the direct, indirect and cumulative effects of the proposal, including transportation impacts on the Columbia

River Gorge National Scenic Area, such as:

-Increased air pollution from train diesel emission. The Gorge already suffered from smog and visibility impairment up

to 95% of the time.

- Rail expansion into sensitive areas. Rail lines in the Gorge are currently near capacity. This proposal and other oil by rail

and coal export proposals would result in rail infrastructure expansion into sensitive areas in the Gorge, including

wetlands, fish and wildlife habitat, rare plant habitat, and cultural resource sites. These likely impacts must be included

in the scope of review.
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- Likelihood of accidents. Current coal train traffic in the Gorge has resulted in massive amounts of coal dust escaping

the open topped rail cars, which weakens the train ballast and causes accidents. The U.S.

Surface Transportation Board has determined that coal dust is a "pernicious ballast foulant," weakening rail lines and

resulting in derailments. The likelihood of oil train derailments, the likely effects on the Columbia River Gorge and the

impacts on communities must be analyzed.

-Adverse effects to resources protected by the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. The project's indirect

and cumulative effects on the scenic, natural, cultural and recreation resources of the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area must be included in the scope of review.

In conclusion, SEPA requires that the EIS address impacts to sensitive or special areas, such as the Columbia River Gorge,

and the degree that the proposal would conflict with state, local, and federal protections for the environment, such as

the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area Act. WAC 197-11-330(3)(e)(i), (iii). State law also requires the Governor

and all state agencies to carry out their respective functions in accordance with the Columbia River Gorge National

Scenic Area Act.
RCW 43.97.025. EFSEC and the Governor are required to review projects for their impacts on the Columbia River Gorge

and to take actions to avoid those impacts.

Thank you for considering these comments and including them into the official record.

Sincerely,

Ms. Sally Ford
741E 18th St

The Dalles, OR 97058-2877
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Tesoro Savage CBR

Scoping Comment

#30450

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

Dec 17; 2013

Mr. Stephen Posner

P.O. Box 43172
Olympia, WA 98504-3172

Dear Mr. Posner,

uTc~

C?oc'~~t fir-131590

Sierra Club <irformation@sierraclub.org> on behalf of Terry Andrews
< ridebuzz@charter.net>
Tuesday, December 17, 2013 6:15 PM
EFSEC (UTC)
Comment on Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01

I'm writing regarding Docket No. EF-131590, Application No. 2013-01 to urge. the Washington Energy Facility Site

Evaluation Council (EFSEC) to assess the full environmental and public safety impact of the joint Tesoro-Savage proposal

to turn the Port of Vancouver into a major crude oil export terminal.

If approved, the plan would result in 380,000 barrels of oil each day being shipped through Spokane, the Columbia River

Gorge National Scenic Area, Vancouver and other Northwest communities. Oil-by-rail is a bad deal for Washington State.

The project comes at a steep price for rail communities and the Columbia River, yet offers few jobs in return.

Based on the far reaching impacts of this project, I urge you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's proposal.

The public safety and environmental impacts of this proposal deserve close scrutiny.. For example, EFSEC must assess:

1) The potential safety and environmental impacts of a large train-related oil spill or explosion along the rail route in

Washington and beyond. Recent derailment disasters in Lac-Megantic, Quebec and Alabama have shown that these risks

are far too real. The tragedy in Quebec, in particular, highlighted the extreme danger of the same type of oil and tankers

that would be traveling through our communities.

Forty-seven people died in that explosion, which also devastated the town.

2) The increased risk of an oil tanker spill on Washington State waters and along the shipping route.

3) The transportation and public health impacts of additional unit train traffic through communities along the proposed

oil-by-rail route.
This includes evaluating emergency response capabilities in Vancouver, where oil trains would deliver and store oil, and

other communities along the rail and shipping route.

4) The project's impact on climate change. This analysis should include climate change impacts from crude oil as well as

tar sands oil from cradle to grave.

5) The impact of the project's cradle-to-grave CO2 emissions on the viability of the large oyster industry in Washington

State.

After carefully considering the safety, environmental, and climate risks associated with the proposed oil terminal,

respectfully ask you to recommend the rejection ofTesoro-Savage's application.
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Sincerely,

Ms. Terry Andrews

94500 Meyers Rd

Gold Beach, OR 97444-9640
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