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BEFORE THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON
ENERGY FACI LI TY SI TE EVALUATI ON COUNCI L
In the matter of:
Appl i cation No. 2003-01
Draft EI' S
SAGEBRUSH PONER PARTNERS, LLC, Publ i c Comment Meeting

KI TTI TAS VALLEY WND PONER PRQIECT Pages 1 - 75

N’ N N N N N N

A public comment neeting in the above nmatter was
held in the presence of a court reporter on January 13,
2004, at 7:00 p.m, at the Kittitas County Fairgrounds, in
El | ensburg, Washington, before Energy Facility Site
Eval uati on Counci | menber s.
ok K % *

JUDCE TCREM (ood evening. M/ nane is Adam
Torem |'man Admnistrative Law Judge v{jth the State of
Washington's Ofice of Admnistrative Hearings, and |'ve
been appointed by the Council that's here this evening to
facilitate proceedings for this public hearing tonight, so
| wll be presiding over all the public comments as we go
t oni ght .

On behal f of the Council, | want to thank
all of you for taking the time to come out tonight to
participate in this inportant public neeting. Before we
proceed any further, | want to ask all the nenbers of the
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council to introduce
t hensel ves, and then we will go on, and I'll explain how
the neeting will run tonight.

Let's start wth the Chairman, M. Jim Luce.
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CHAAR LUCE M nane is JimLuce. [|I'mChair
of the Washington State Energy Siting Council, and |']
ask the Council nenbers and staff to introduce thensel ves
beginning to ny left.

COUNCI LMEMBER ADELSVAN  Hedi a Adel sman with
t he Departnment of Ecol ogy.

COUNCI LMEMBER SWEENEY:  |'m Ti m Sweeney. |
work for and represent the Washington Wilities and
Transportati on Conm ssi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER JOHNSON: Patti  Johnson,
Kittitas County Representative.

CHAIR LUCEE And now to ny right.

M5. ESSKO |'m Ann Essko, the Assi stant
Attorney General who represents the Council.

COUNCI LMEMBER TOME: Chris Smth Towne
representing the Departnment of Fish and Widlife.

COUNCI LMEMBER | FIE:  Tony |fie, Departnent
of Natural Resources.

COUNCI LMEMBER FRYHLING R chard Fryhling.
| represent the Departnent of Community Trade and Econom c
Devel opnent .

JUDGE TOREM And as you cane in this
eveni ng you were greeted by Irina Makarow and st andi ng
toward the back is Allen Fiksdal, the manager for the

Counci | staff.
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Now, let ne take a few nonents to give you
sone background information about the project and the
process for tonight's nmeeting before we get to your public
comrents on the Kittitas Valley Wnd Power Project Draft
Environnmental | npact Statenment or DEl S

I n January of 2003, Sagebrush Power
Partners, LLC requested to build an approxi mately
180- negawatt wi nd turbine generation facility
approximately 12 mles northwest of this city in
El | ensburg. The turbines would be | ocated on either side
of United States H ghway 97. The project would al so
I ncl ude access roads, electrical interaction facilities,
as well as an operations and nai nt enance buil di ng t hat
will be located near the corner of U'S. H ghway 97 and
Bettas Road. The project proposes to interconnect with
Puget Sound Energy's existing Rocky Reach-Wiite R ver 230
kV transm ssion |ine.

Now EFSEC, this Council, is responsible for
siting and licensing, construction and operation of najor
energy facilities here in Washington State. This project
Is an alternative energy facility, and that is defined in
Revi sed Code of Washington or RCWTitl e 80, Chapter 50.

Zi | kha Renewabl e Energy chose to receive
site certification for this project fromEFSEC for again

it's called the Kittitas County Wnd Power Project.
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Page 4
Under the Washington State Environnenta

Policy Act or SEPA, EFSEC is the | eading agency for the
maj or energy facilities, including projects of this
nature. So EFSEC began with the SEPA process about ten
nont hs ago by hol ding a scoping neeting here in El | ensburg
back on March 12, 2003, and nmany of you nmay have been
here. The SEPA anal ysi s, which has been perforned by
EFSEC s i ndependent consulting, Shapiro & Associ ates,
resulted in the preparation of this Draft Environnenta

| npact Statenent or DEIS, and it was issued to the public
for your comrents |ast nmonth on Decenber 12, 2003.

The purpose of tonight's neeting for comrent
Is for this Council to receive oral comments on specific
i ssues addressed in the Draft EI'S. These conments are
going to be used by EFSEC s i ndependent consultant,
Shapiro & Associ ates, to prepare a Final Environnental
| npact Statenent. The Council will consider the Final
Environmental Inpact Statenment in nmaking its
recomrendati on to the Governor of Washi ngton on whether to
approve or to deny this project.

Now comments don't have to be nmade verbally
or orally tonight. They can also be submtted by nmail or
email, and tonight if you came in and got a handout, you
will see there's an orange col ored sheet on the back. You

can sinply wite your coments toni ght and drop them of f
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at the box where Ms. Makarow is sitting where you cane in.

If you don't give an oral coment or you
don't turn something in in the box tonight, if you want
your comments consi dered, please have t hem post marked no
| ater than Tuesday, January 24. So that's one week from
today after the holiday weekend. |[|f you have a witten
comment with you tonight, you can hand it to our EFSEC
staff, and if you need EFSEC s mail i ng address, she can
give that to you as well.

In addition to this hearing tonight on the
SEPA process, the environnental review process, EFSEC will
probably be hol ding fornmal adjudicative hearings on this
project, on the Kittitas Valley wnd proposal. Those are
not schedul ed yet, but if you're on our mailing list, and
you want to know when the actual hearings on the project
itself and whether it shoul d be approved or recommended
approval or recommended denied, |let us know, get on the
mailing list, and you will get advanced notice of those
hearings and they will be here in E | ensburg.

As part of those formal adjudicative
hearings there will be at | east one evening hearing
session that will be for public cooments. Those coments,
again, are going to be added to the official adjudicative
record. So talk to staff, M. Fiksdal or Ms. Makarow, to

get on the nmailing list and future comment opportunities
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Page 6
at that stage of the process.

This Council is required by law to nake a
recomrendati on to the Governor whether the site should be
or the project should be approved or denied. In naking
the recommendati on the Council will be considering all of
the evidence submtted into the record by parties and the
public not only through the adjudicative process but al so
tonight's environnental review or SEPA process.

Because this project is subject to rules
pertaining to the adjudicative proceedi ngs and because
these rules have simlar requirenents that affect jurors
inatrial, it would not be appropriate for any nenber of
the public or any party to approach the Council nmenbers
t hemsel ves and ask questions or speak to themin private.
W don't allow those kinds of contacts, so this public
forumis your chance to talk to the Council menbers. |If
you have questions about the process and you don't want to
get up and ask them that's what staff is there for but
not the Council nenbers thensel ves.

(One of the other people you can talk to
about this process is soneone known as the Counsel for the
Environnment, M. John Lane, who's an Assistant Attorney
General, fills that role. John Lane is standing up in the
back. He has a very interesting job to do. He's the
State Assistant Attorney General. He's appointed to
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represent the public and its interest in protecting the
quality of the environnment, so he is participating on
behal f of the public in the adjudicative proceedi ng, and,
again, if you need to contact him he's here tonight. O
I f you would like his contact, and you can't find himin
the crowd tonight, M. Makarow and M. Fi ksdal can give
you his contact infornation.

Thanks, John.

As you can see tonight there is a court
reporter taking down everything |'msaying, and |'mtrying
to go slowy enough that she doesn't feel rushed. Wen
you come up to conmment tonight, please show her that sane
courtesy, enunciate, spell your nane for the record, al
t hose t hi ngs.

So I'mgoing to ask al so that because
everything we say toni ght becones part of the record, that
we give each other as much respect usually as possible, so
everyone keep as silent as possible when a witness is
speaking so that the Council can hear that, and that the
rest of the public can also hear their comments. Wen you
cone up, again, please speak slowy and clearly, so the
court reporter gets an accurate transcription of the
testinony. And if you need to cone and go fromthe
heari ng roomtoni ght, please do that as quietly as you

can.
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And now on the record | will ask again, if
you haven't already sw tched those cell phones or pagers
to asilent node, this is a great tine todoit. Al
right.

Finally, again just to review, the purpose
of the hearing is to nake comments on the Draft
Environnental | npact Statenent. Comments are not the same
as questions. | don't think you' re going to find any
responses comng in. |f you ask questions that are
rhetorical in nature, they're going to be treated just
|i ke that. Any other questions, hand those to staff or
talk to themoutside of this particular process.

Now i f you're commenting on this big Draft
ElS, and you have a specific section or a page number or
anything el se that can call attention as to your comment
relates to, please do that. |If you re ready to do that
tonight, great. |If you are turning in a witten coment,
pl ease tell us what page nunber it corresponds to, so it
makes it that nuch easier for the people who prepared this
to know how to respond to an eval uative conment.

If | find that you're drifting away fromthe
subject of the Draft EIS to comrents in general about the
pros or cons about the project, | may try to rein you back
in and focus on the Draft EIS. | don't want to be rude to

anyone, but we have a |l ot of people signed up al ready, at
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Page 9
| east 25 tonight, and | want to give those fol ks about

four mnutes each. So | will be able to tell you you have
one mnute left. Please keep your comments focused on the
purpose of tonight's hearing. W do have a | arge nunber
again, as | said 25, and we want to hear from everybody
and get out of here at a reasonable tine tonight, so we
are going tolimt things to four mnutes, and |I'm goi ng
to again keep you on track. |'ve got a tiner here, and |
will be holding this up when you have one mnute left. So
when you see the pink one mnute, please wap up, and |
wll say time is over with blue on the other side.

If it turns out that something you were
going to say is said and you agree with sonebody that's
testified before, please cone up and state your agreenent
with that speaker, so we can just nove along to the next
person. Again, witten comments are considered equal |y,
so you don't have to cone and speak your piece tonight.

If it's already been said, you can just again put that in

witing, and again the deadline is January 20 to be

post mar ked.

In order to nmake things nove al ong as
qui ckly as possible, | don't want to call one person at a
time, but I will call several. It |ooks |like we have

three chairs there, so | may be calling three or four of

you at a time. Cone up in the order that | called you,
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pl ease, and if you're next up, cone right up to the
podium |If not, take one of those chairs.

Wien you come forward, again, here's the
procedure. Please state your full name, spell your | ast
nane, and give your nailing address. You've got to speak
clearly and I'Il tell you when you have one mnute |eft
and when you're done. |If you have additional witten
material you want to give, please either hand it to
Ms. Makarow after you're done speaking or give it to EFSEC
staff, M. Fiksdal. He may conme up to this table, |'m not
sure, on ny right to accept any other witten naterials.
But see himor M. Makarow and give themyour witten
materials that go wth your oral presentation.

Menbers of the Council, are we ready to
entertain public comrent?

CHAIR LUCE:  Yes.

JUDCE TCREM The first speakers are goi ng
to be David Lee, Jeff Howard, Paul PosHusta, and Lee
Bat es.

M. David Lee, if you will cone to the podium
first.
COWENTS BY DAVI D LEE
Good evening. |'mDavid Lee, spelled L-e-e.
M/ address is 5821 Robbins Road, in H|ensburg, 98926.

I'mal so here representing Sun East Property Omners
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Page 11
Association, and their address is 900 Robbins Road. kay?

I'malso the president of our association in
Sun East, and | represent about 170 property owners owni ng
| and up there, and nost of themare 20-acre parcels. It
goes anywhere froma 2,000-foot elevation to close to
5,000. And in ny conversation with these peopl e not one
of them has encouraged this project to go forward because
of its inmpact on our lifestyle in the community. | cannot
see any benefits to any of us concerning this, and a | ot
of harmthat would take place to us regarding the w nd,
the noise fromthe wind, the elenents are going to be very
di sruptive to our lifestyle up there.

And | understand one of the things that's
suppose to be very inportant and concl usive to be our
benefit is one of the standards, and | don't see that
happening at all. | understand that the state, which I
also own |l and el sewhere in this state, has got a procedure
for allowng certain things to take place, and it's call ed
a zoning procedure. | amquite offended by the fact that
| personally own a couple hundred acres close to the area
that |'mspeaking of, and if | go out and try to put up
sonething of this nmagnitude on ny property, | would be in
all kinds of environmental and all kinds of zoning
regul ati ons woul d be against nme. | could not doit. And

| constitute each one of these powers to be an industrial
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site of the nost severe, nost, you know, damaging to
envi ronnental envisions or anything you want to think to
have a 400-foot tower with a light on it all the tinme
attracting or distracting you. | just do not see why if
this is going to take place, why our property owners can't
go ahead and do whatever they want with their piece of
property if the state is going to take this direction
agai nst us? Thank you.

JUDCE TOREM  Thank you, M. Lee.

COWENTS BY JEFF HOMRD

M/ nane is Jeff Howard. | have a hone in de
Elum but ny nailing address is Post Ofice 3465,
Bel | evue, Washington 98009. As a matter of disclosure

here, | was not invited to the Applicant's dinner, but |'m
going to try to overlook that little snub and not |et that
affect ny presentation and ny normal |y sunny di sposition.
Most of this Draft EI'S covers environnenta
aspects of which I'mnot an expert in. In wldlife and
water quality, air quality, and so forth I know very
little about, so ny questions are directed to the
soci oeconom ¢ section, specifically on Table 379. The
Applicant states that the annual incone of |ocal tax flows
total into Kittitas County per year woul d be approximately

2.72 mllion dollars. Now, there's absolutely no

calculation here regarding the federal tax outfl ows.
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Since the economcs of this entire wind power schene are
totally untenabl e wi thout these nassive federal tax
benefits and production credits, |I'masking that why these
were not factored into this EISin that section?

The sane table al so states that property
values will be negligibly affected. Now, the five studies
used to back that up, three were done by organizations
obviously in support of these plants. Two others, one
from Denmark and one fromof all places Australia, were
either of dubious origin or too snall a sanple to use as
backup for this study. Now | ask you as a real estate
person to vote your common sense and visual i ze hundreds of
these turbines all over this valley and what it would do
to defuse the quality of Iife and the residences within
range of sight or sound of them And | specifically feel
that since this study said that an exam nation of property
val ue effects woul d be outside the scope, | would ask that
that be included in the scope and be put into the Final
El S

There's notabl e areas of sparse infornmation
or omssions in the radio interference section saying that
the Applicant has not provided the information as yet. A
bi g question that's cited upon. And since these machi nes
are only expected to operate at approxi mately 30 percent

of capacity, there's no studies on the backup requirenents
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Page 14
and potential emssions fromsuch operations at all.

So this report basically appears to be no
nore than a regurgitation of the Applicant's views
transcribed into a bound EIS. It was prepared by a firm
who specializes in witing EIS statenents to get projects
approved, and | would ask EFSEC to consider the fact that
this Draft EIS basically seens to be nothing nore than the
Applicant's side of the issue with very little outside

information included with a different view Thank you

very much.

JUD&E TOREM M. PosHust a.

COMMENTS BY PAUL PosHUSTA

M/ nane is Paul PosHusta, spelled
P-o-s-Hu-s-t-a. |'mhere to represent nyself and ny wife

and ny kids. M address is 1114 Howard Road.

JUDCGE TOREM That's here in H Il ensburg, sir?

MR PosHUSTA: Yes. |It's off of Howard Road.

M/ point is the visual affects. Wen they
cane two years ago they had already spent a year buil ding
towers and checking the wind saying that, you know, we're
just seeing what's going on here. Well, they went and put
an application in, and they put an application for the
nost scenic viewthat we have in the valley. And
everybody said, "Vell, why do you have to go there? Wy

can't you go down there?" MNow | see that they are putting
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in the WId Horse claimtoo. And ny probl emwas why
couldn't they have been a good citizen, a good nei ghbor
and said, "Ckay. There is a huge opposition for this up
in the nost scenic area?" But, no, they didn't. They
decided to junp through and go right above all of our
comm ssioners, all of our citizens, and go to you peopl e.

Now | find out that, oh, yeah, the wind is
just as good on that end of the valley as at the other.
But before two years ago, oh, no, they couldn't put that
there because the wind was different. Now two years |ater
t hey come back and say, oh, we could put 120 out there.
They show on the report there's no visual affects because
nobody is going to see thembecause it is. There is
nobody out there. |If you go a half nile past east of
Kittitas to the Colunbia Rver, | don't know, 1'mgoing to
guess nmaybe 25, 30 famlies or 30 peopl e maybe. But you
go up that way you' ve got 3,000 people, and for themto
cone in and say one thing and then turn around two years
| ater and say a whole different ball gane, it's wong in
ny opi ni on.

Now, the second one they say that the noise
is very mninmal. VWell, | live alnost a mle and a hal f
away fromthe Burlington Northern train tracks. Wen the
trains go through, I can sit out ny door and | can listen

to them Now, I'mgoing to have 120 wi nd turbines from
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one project and a half mle to three-quarters of a mle
fromny house |'mgoing to have another 90 or 120, how
many ever they want to put up, and they say there's no
sound to them
Vell, | don't know if you comm ssioners or

anybody on this conm ssion have been down to the Nne Mle
Wnd Farm and been there at night when they have put them
on alow There's a big difference. You can take a CAT
generator and it can sit there and idle and spin a
nonpr oduci ng generator, but once that generator cones on
line, it shakes. It nakes a whole heck of a lot nore
noi se, and I'mjust saying they don't -- they're just
guessing that the visual and the noise are not even goi ng
to bother us where | think it's really been in the very
bad interest of the people out there that it is. $So
that's all | have.

JUDCE TCREM  Qur next speaker is Lee Bates.
And while M. Bates is comng up, day Wite, JimHurson,
and Sandy Sandal | can you nake your way forward.

COMVENTS BY DW CGHT LEE BATES

|''m Dwi ght Lee Bates, B-a-t-e-s, 1509 Brick
Road, El | ensburg, 98926, and | represent nyself.

O bird kills, the summary of projected
nortality of birds and bats, Table 3.2-11 shows the
research for this DEIS is inconplete. Studying other
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studies and getting a range of infornation does not
substitute for doing an actual two-year study of the
turbine sites near El |l ensburg. The species listed in
Table A-1 offer a reason for a thorough study.

On bird kill mtigation, the seven
mtigation nethods to reduce bird kills listed on Page
3.2-53 are a band-ai d approach. The real problemis that
20 rpm bl ades causes birds kills. On the study on birds
kills the promse to do a thorough study on Page 3.2-53 is
not good enough. A two-year study is needed before even
witing this Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent.

On fires. The fire mtigations on Page 1-54
are not good enough. Fires fed by the w nds have occurred
inthe area in the past. | live downw nd and do not want
to have ny house affected. A quick response plan by the
Department of Natural Resources is needed.

The visual inpact of turbines. The 410-f oot
hi gh turbines on Figure 2-2 are too high. They wil
| npact the scenic view | have out ny front w ndows. |
retired here for the scenic views of the Valley. | do not
want to | ook out ny wi ndows and see these 410-f oot
nonstrosities with flashing lights all hours of the day.

H ghway 97 in figure 2-8 is a scenic byway, and it's
surrounded by these 410-foot nonstrosities. These

tur bi nes should not be | ocated anywhere near H ghway 97.
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Wnd farns are not scenic.

| feel the only reason they want to destroy
the scenery with these turbines is the federal subsidy. |
think painting the turbines gray will not help.

On shadow flicker. Planting trees to
prevent shadow flicker as shown on Page 1-36 and
installing automati c shades are not solutions. People
living here near these turbines report health probl ens
whi ch shoul d be studied at these sites. People |iving
near the Lincoln Township Wsconsin Wnd Farmstated in a
survey which is avail able on Quest that shadow flicker
causes a strobe effect throughout their houses causing
headaches and sick to the stomach cases. Al so this shadow
flicker lowers the property val ues.

On bl ade throw, a 410-foot setback given on
Page 1-36 fromthese turbines is not sufficient. Bl ades
and ice could be thrown a thousand feet in a high w nd.

To ensure safety a 2,000 foot setback fromresidents and
roads is needed.

JUDCGE TOREM Thanks, M. Bates. That's all
the tine we have. If you want to submt the rest in
witing, that would be fantastic.

M. Wite.

COMMENTS BY CLAY VH TE
Thank you, M. Torem Board Menbers. For
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the record, ny nane is day Wite, Gl-a-y Wh-i-t-e, and
| represent Kittitas County, 411 North Ruby, HE I ensburg,
Washi ngt on.

|'mgoing to keep ny comments brief. | did
submt coments tonight. | just wanted to rem nd EFSEC
and the Board that SEPA as | ead agency the response to the
DEl S comments and subsequent information that is to be
prepared needs to fill not only the statutory obligations
of EFSEC for their decision nmaking process but Kittitas
County and other state and | ocal agencies w th pending
permt deci sions.

Based upon ny review there are a nunber of
areas that need further review, analysis, and study. The
draft conments |'m providing tonight outline the
I nformation needed in order to nmake the Draft EI'S an
adequat e docunent for Kittitas County to review and use in
our consi stency review and deci si on naki ng process.

|*' m providing cooments to EFSEC toni ght and
wll nost likely add to comrents prior to the January 20,
2004 deadline. Thank you. | also have a limted nunber
of comrent packets for anyone that is interested in having
a copy tonight. Thank you very nuch.

JUDCE TCREM  Thank you, M. Wite.

M. Hurson.

111
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COWMENTS BY JI M HURSON

JimHurson, Deputy Prosecutor for Kittitas
County, 205 West Fifth, E lensburg. The Council probably
heard enough fromne today fromthe prior hearing today,
so | know | awers generally don't keep things short, but I
will in this particular instance.

| sinply wanted to join M. Wite in the
position that we just want to assure that we recogni ze you
as the | ead agency. W rely upon you to provide us the
proper environnental docunents that we need in order to
make our local |and use decisions, and that we | ook
forward to receiving that docunent as soon as practical.

Ve will be submtting witten comrents. |
know O ay Wite has some. | believe our fire marshal has
sone, our public works director, our airport nanager,
per haps some ot her comrents fromthe County. The purpose
In submtting those comments is so that you can help to
correct or make this docunent better, so that we have a
| egal | y defensive docunent that the County can use in it
| and use process, and we hope you take that to heart.

VW are open to EFSEC contacting us for
further information because it's inportant that we carry
out our jurisdictional and our legal obligations as it is
for you, and we can only do this if we have the proper

docunents, and we offer these comments with that in m nd.
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JUDCGE TCREM  Thank you, M. Hurson.
Sandy Sandall is next. |If Earle Price,
Desnond Knudson, and Ed Garrett wll nake their way

forward

M. Sandall.

COMMENTS BY SANDY SANDALL

|''m Sandy Sandall. | represent nyself and
ny wife. | reside at 8560 El k Springs Road. The spelling

of the last name is S a-n-d-a-1-1.

| have sone questions. Page 3.9-12, 3.9-13
of the inpact statenent suggests that five existing
resi dents happen to have a potential of initial effects
fromthe wind farmproject. | live in Section 35 which is
affected by this. There are 33 parcels of land. There
are 29 | andowners. Here's a copy of the map show ng 19
cabins and hormes in the area. They will all be affected
one way or the other. This area is accessed on Hk
Springs Road. That's our only ingress, egress to get in
and out.

Page 3.951, additional recommended mtigation
neasures, the | ast paragraph states to conpensate for
visual inpacts the Applicant should apply our conservation
easenents on the land in inportant foreground views of the
wi nd turbine, so that no further devel opnent occurs in

these areas until after decomm ssion. Wat does this
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actually nmean? Does that nean that people are going to be
In the project area? Section 35, for instance, has vacant
land. Is this land going to be put on hold for 20 years
whil e they go ahead and until the decomm ssioning cones
about ?

The bird kills. They have their statenent
as to what bird kill is, but FoxNews.com on Decenber 23,
2003 reported that 1 to 2000 or nore birds are killed each
year in the area of the Utimate Pass Project.

Property values. (ne gentlenan tal ked t hat
he lived over in the Sun East area, and | ran into a
gentl eman that was | ooking for property up there in Hk
Springs and he asked about property. And | said, well,
there's property for sale over in a couple lots in our
area. He said he had an appointnment to go to Sun East and
| ook at property, and | said you know the wind farns are
going to go in. He says that would be a good negoti ating
factor; wouldn't it? So we're |ooking at |and val ues now.

There was an article that canme out on a
resi dence in Townshi p Lincoln, Nebraska. It said that
before the wind towers went in there was 104 percent, and
after they went in they dropped 29 points, so that's what
you're |l ooking at for eyesore -- not for eyesore but
property val ues use.

Now as a footnote, did you notice the fog
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that we have in the valley that's set in for at |east six
weeks? Wat kind of wind is going to be produced in that
ki nd of weather? Thank you.

JUDGE TCREM  Thank you, M. Sandall. Dd
you want to turn in a copy of that map to M. Fi ksdal ?

MR SANDALL: They have it.

JUDCE TCREM  Thank you.

Next is Earle Price.

COWENTS BY EARLE PRI CE

M/ nane is Earle Price, P-r-i-c-e. M
address at 430 Oickl ewood Lane, H | ensburg.

This DEIS is nore than three-quarter inches
thick. It's full of summaries, supposition and distorted
concl usi ons.

JUDGE TOREM M. Price, can you speak into
the mcrophone a little better. Thanks.

MR PRICE: The average person who doesn't
have the best interest in what the DEI S says woul d read
sone of it, get bew ldered, get tired and conpl acent, then
shrug and accept it. The conclusions offered in it are
distortions. Averaging its inpacts with two ot her
proposed facilities has | essened the inpacts on the
environment for this facility. This is done with a view
of the inpact on the whole valley, the Yakinma R ver and

the Colunbia R ver. Key words used not expected to be
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cunul atively significant. The inpacts on one site nay
differ fromothers. Topography varies fromsite to site.
The assessnent of this site would have nothing to do with
Desert AQaimor WId Horse. The effective averaging is to
soften the perceived i npact and to nake approval nore

pal at abl e.

Al these sites are very special in their
own ways. A site-specific analysis for each of them
shoul d be nmandatory. There is sone new information froma
German spreadsheet that gives statistics on ice throws.
New set back information for different sizes of turbine
range from 2,152 feet for the smaller to 2,985 feet for
the |arger, see Attachnments 1 and 2, and | have them here
for you. These figures make it clear that present
set backs may need to be adj usted.

On scenic H ghway 97, 47 turbines are cl oser
than the 2,985-foot distance and 32 are within 2,152 feet.
Bettas Road has 19 at the snaller distance. Hayward Road
has 27 at the snaller distance. E Kk Springs Road has 23
within the small er distance, and i ckl ewood Lane has 15
within the smal |l er distance.

Set back for houses and property |ines nay
also be in order. If it turns out that proper setbacks
cannot be achi eved, we would be highly pleased if you

could reach a finding of no action on this project and

Page 24

FLYGARE & ASSOCIATES, INC. 1-800-574-0414




© 00 N o 0o b~ W DN PP

N N NN N DN B R R B R Rk R R R R
o A W N P O © 0 N O 0o M W N P+ O

deny a recommendation to the Governor, so we can all get
on with our lives. Thank you.

JUDCE TCREM  Thank you, sir.

Desnond Knudson.

COMMENTS BY DESMOND KNUDSON

Good eveni ng, Desnond Knudson. That's
K-n-u-d-s-o0-n, 1661 Vantage H ghway. | amalso a property
owner in Sun East now represented by the earlier group.
Most of ny comments have to do with Chapter 1, Tables 1
through 3. | summarize nost of themand ny comrents will
be short.

They have brought up in their DE' S about the
vi ew shed bei ng very subjective, and as you know all well
and hearing well of this is true. Mst people here
tonight are testifying that that view shed is not what
they want. | can't change that. Property owners that
have | eased their |land to these conpani es apparently have
decided their view shed will be okay.

Mostly positive is what this county woul d
like to see; that is, the tax benefits that we will gain.
The econom cal benefit is enornous. W do not have a
negative draw. |n other words, we have to hire nore
sheriffs, hire nore firemen, and hire nore anbul ance
drivers to take care of the sanme amount of tax dollars if

a hone was built. Thank you.
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JUDCE TCREM  Thank you.

Next is Ed Garrett. |If Holly Pinkart, Ceoff
Saunders, and M ke Genson will make their way up, please.

M. Garrett.

COWENTS BY ED GARRETT

M/ nane is BEd Garrett, spelled
Ga-r-r-e-t-t. |I'mtestifying for ny nyself and ny wife
Rosemary Monaghan, Mo-n-a-g-h-a-n. W reside at 19205
67th Avenue S.E , Snohom sh, Washington 98296. W own 50
acres of recreational land directly east Oickl ewood Lane.
Ori ckl ewood Lane is about 300 feet fromJay Spring which
I S suppose to have 13 turbines.

| wanted to nmake a side comrent from what
Desnond was just tal king about. It nust be noted that out
of the 13 people who signed |and | eases only three live in
the area. The other eight or the other 10 live in Seattle
or other areas. They just have open recreational area.
They hardly ever go up there.

| reviewed this EI'S and have al ready
submtted ny 14-page anal ysis of what Shapiro & Associ ates
failed to address. As to the quality of the DEIS, | find
it terribly convoluted, witten with nmuch of the
Applicant's informati on expressly showthat with a few
mtigating factors it can be sited no matter what. That

being said it al so mssed one of the key questions pointed
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Page 27
out in the consolidated statenent issued by the Counse

for the Environnent dated August 27, 2003. That key
guestion was brought up by nost of us intervenors. It
states whether the Kittitas Valley is a proper |ocation
for the project and whether nore appropriate alternatives
exist. This DEIS did not answer that question. It
basi cal | y said Sagebrush Power Partners thinks it has an
excel lent site. Al we have to do is the right
justification, so it can be sited. No conparison was nade
as to why State Wde Wnd Project is considered a good
site, very little opposition. No conparison was nmade as
to the 16 turbine wind farmover in VWalla Wl a,
Washi ngton just on the other side of the Colunbia, and why
that is considered a good site with no opposition.

Zi | kha has been telling us all that the
H ghway 97 project was the only place that they coul d
build. Now a French conpany called EnXco is planning a
conpatible site wind farmjust south of the Zlkha
project. They think it has just as nuch production and
excluded the H ghway 97 project as undesirable. EFSECis
aware now that Zilkha found another site in Kittitas
Valley and has the initial report. | heard that Zlkha
feels it's an even better site for even better w nd
resources. This is the WId Horse Wnd Project we were

tal king about. At this site only one | andowner that |'m
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aware of is affected and | eased | and, and the cl osest
resident is about a mle, a mle and a half away on the
opposite side of the hill. At that site sound | evel

per cussi on woul d apply.

Al these exanpl es were not revi ened.
Shapiro & Associates did not address this in the DElS.
Shapiro & Associ ates do point out that about 60 residents
will either be in or on the project area or boundary.

This is 60 people living there. Sone plan to build such
as nysel f, and no accommodati on was nade for that, and
|'ve been informed by the Applicant.

|f EFSEC feels it has to go there, they
shoul d be forced to purchase the land in the project area
and put a one-nile buffer around it and offer conpensation
for those outside of those |ands or outside of those
boundaries. Any reputabl e busi ness woul d do busi ness that
way.

EFSEC wi || eventually have to nmake a
deci si on based on the adequacy of this DEIS. Sone
guestions are is the degradati on and hardshi ps of hundreds
of Kittitas Valley residents, property owlers, wldlife,
especially eagles and mgratory birds, worth a 60
megawatts or less intermttent, unreliable wind facility?
Basically it's a bad site.

Zil kha has found a new site that is equally
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sized and a site out where we told themto go in the first
place. Isn't that enough? Because you wouldn't think so.
I, nyself, feel the WIld Horse Project is a much better
site, and | don't think you will see rmuch opposition.
Thank you.

JUDGE TOREM  Thank you, M. Garrett.

Hol Iy Pinkart.

COMMENTS BY HOLLY Pl NKART

M/ nane is Holly Pinkart. Last nane is
spelled P-i-n-k-a-r-t, and | will be representing nyself.
| would like to continue ny introduction and say that | am
an internationally respected mcrobiologist. | sit on
panel s every year for the National Science O ganization
and for the Environmental Protective Agency to decide on
matters involved with mcrobiology. | currently hold an
$841, 000 grant to study m crobiology in Central
Washi ngt on.

One of the issues that has not been | ooked
at at all in either of the environnental inpact reports by
either Zilkha or EnXco is sonme of the nore far reaching
I npacts of the loss of raptors and for the | oss of bats,
specifically an on-site summary here that was gi ven out
tonight. Using nortality estimates fromother w nd
projects, totalling the bat nortality for wind projects in

Kittitas County is expected to range from 361 to 782 bat
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fatalities, and those are based today on one to two and, |
quote, bat fatalities per turbine, per year. Just
recently, Qctober 2003, the Wnd Power Journal cited
nortalities in the thousands, 4,500 bats, so |'mnot sure
where this one to two bat fatalities comes from That's a
gross underesti mation.

The problemw th | osing bats is when we | ose
bats, then the popul ations that they feed on start to pop
up. One of the inportant things the bat eats, especially
bats in this area, are nosquitoes who unfortunately in
Washi ngton are now prone to the West Nle Virus. W had
our first few cases last year. Not a good thing for
Washi ngton, not a good tine to | ose the things that
actually prey on the nmosquito popul ations. So we coul d
see an increase in the Wst Nle Virus fromthat.

(ne of the other things that's even nore
disturbing is here in Kittitas Valley about 10 to 20
percent, depending on the year, of the deer nouse
popul ation here in this county carry Hantavirus. |If we
get rid of our raptor popul ations, especially in those
areas where these wind farns are going on, we will see an
I ncrease in rodent popul ations. Eventually nmaybe we wil |
see anot her predator cone in and take their place.
Perhaps coyotes. Isn't that a great idea, coyotes?

So these are sone things that are not
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Page 31
identified at all despite ny bringing it up several tines

over the past couple years to both Zilkha and EnXco. This
Isn't sonething that we want to ignore. There have been

t hroughout hi story probl ens associ ated with environment al
di sasters resulting in epidemcs of specific diseases, and
this really isn't sonething that we want to ignore, and it
isn't in nost of these docunents. Thank you.

| just wanted to al so nention that
everything that was brought up before, especially by
M. Bates, was absolutely right on the noney. There is a
woef ul | y i nadequat e environnmental inpact statenent.

JUDCE TCREM  CGeof f Saunders.

COMMVENTS BY GECFF SAUNDERS

Geof f Saunders, S-a-u-n-d-e-r-s. M address
s 8241 Hk Springs Road in H I ensburg.

Qovi ousl y nost peopl e are very opposed to
this project, and | think you will probably hear sone
people in favor of the project this evening. And from
what |'ve heard in the past people in favor of the project
will first speak about land rights, and | think we need to
bear the mnd that those of us who live to adjacent this
project have land rights as well, and | feel that the
Draft Environmental |npact Statenent doesn't address
adequately the land rights of those people that |ive near

the project.
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The ot her issue we nmay hear fromtoni ght on
peopl e who tell us that it's green energy and we need
green energy. The people opposed to this project are
obvi ously not opposed to green energy. This is about
siting, and, again, | don't believe that the Draft
Environnmental | npact Statenent adequately addresses the
siting issue. It talks about alternative sites very
briefly, and this has been all a matter of contention in
the | ast couple of years. W first heard fromZlkha a
coupl e of years ago. They told us that this | ocation was
the only possible viable |location in the valley for a w nd
farm then soneone el se nmenti oned EnXco cane i n whose been
I n business far longer than Zilkha, and said, no, it's not
a location. Just a couple nmiles away there's also a
commerci al viable location. Then Z|kha has contradicted
t hensel ves and said that the Wiskey D ck project is al so
commercially viable, so clearly they've changed their
tunes in this quite a lot. Anyone |ooking at wind maps in
the State of Washington see that |arge areas of the State
of Washington are commercially viable for wind farns.

The Bonneville Power Admnistration says
anywhere the wind blows nore that ten mles an hour is a
suitable location. | believe there are many vi abl e
| ocations. The Draft EIS does say that these |ocations

have been ruled out in part because there are no power
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| i nes nearby; neaning that the Applicant would have to
build their own power lines. Well, tough. That's not
really an i ssue that should be included in the Draft ElS.
That's a commerci al issue.

Four mnutes is obviously not enough to
address all the other issues that |'ve personally seen in
the Draft E S.

Noi se is an issue which I think is not
adequat el y addressed because the noi se nodeling didn't
I ncl ude the | ow frequency noi se as associated with w nd
farms. Wnd farns and | believe a nunber of people who
live near themsay that the sound is |ike distant
hel i copters, and | don't believe that the noi se nodeling
in the Draft EI'S adequatel y addresses that.

The | ow frequency thunping we are told is
particularly disturbing to people. The issue of ice
throws and bl ade fl ows and tower coll apse was i nadequatel y
addr essed.

Peopl e have tal ked toni ght about the fact
that there are many docunented studi es of ice being thrown
over 1,300 feet. The Draft EIS talks or assunes that ice
with occur on an average of three to five days per season.
Vll, that's already been blown away so far in this winter
season as we all know.

Bl ade throws. Wien these things have
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fragnented in the past, they have been thrown up to 2, 000
feet proving very |arge setbacks are required, and |
believe the Draft El S i nadequat el y addresses.

Peopl e have spoken about shadow fli cker.
The Draft EIS says that shadow flicker is an issue within
at least 2,000 feet of each turbine. Zlkha is proposing
to build these things within a thousand feet of existing
resi dences.

The fire nmanagenent plan, again, | feel is
I nadequate in the Draft EIS. Even U S governnment says
these things represent an increased fire hazard, and yet
nost of this project will be outside existing fire zones.

Property val ues, soneone addressed it.
Again, | think it's probably one of the very biggest
I ssues that shoul d be addressed by the Draft El S because
obviously that's what people are concerned about, and I
think the Draft EIS gl osses over that. It says that in
fact that the property values are not sonething that
shoul d be included in the Draft EIS when in fact that's
probably the nunber one issue that shoul d be consi dered
here. |t quotes a nunber of contradictory studies, at
| east two of which say the property values will drop by 20
or 30 percent.

The very last thing | would like to say is

the Draft EI S does say in nany views the presence of the
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Page 35
wi nd turbines represents a significant unavoi dabl e adverse

| mpact because it significantly alters the appearance of
the rural |andscape over a large area of Kittitas Valley.
| agree. That's why this thing does not bel ong here.
Thank you.

JUDGE TOREM  Thank you, M. Saunders.

M. Censon is next, and then after Donal d
Qidds, if | read your handwiting correctly, Roger derf,
and Kei th Johnson.

Sir.

COMMENTS BY M KE GENSON

M/ nane is Mke Genson, Ge-n-s-o0-n, 101 H kK
Springs Road. There are two issues that are part of the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent that | wsh to
address. First is conpatibility in wnd farns at the
proposed site. Two-thirds, 78 turbines given in the
mddl e scenario are situated in Forest and Range 20 where
the wind blows hard and often as tests have shown. The
rest are located in Ag 20. The purpose and intent of
forest and range zone "is to provide for areas of Kittitas
County wherein natural resource managenent i s the hi ghest
priority and where subdivision and devel opnent of | ands
for uses and activities inconpatible with natural
resources are discouraged.” That's fromKittitas County

zoni ng.
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|f water power is considered a natural
resource, then how can wi nd power not be considered a
natural resource? And so how can utilization of this
natural resource not be of the highest priority in this
zone? That part of the wind farmthat is in Ag 20 zone is
al so conpatible with the purpose of their zone which is
"to preserve fertile farnm and from encroachnent by
nonagricultural |and uses and to protect the rights and
traditions of those engaged in agriculture."

Wnd farmng is a way for an ower to nake
addi tional income fromhis |and wi thout inpacting
negatively the present use of that |and which is grazing.

The second issue in wnd farmwoul d have to
do with property val ues, property in close proximty to
the turbines. The following, and | have a handout for
you, is alist of sales after April 19, 2002 when the data
record first reported Zilkha' s intent to file permts for
their wind farmand for conparisons sonme recent property
sal es dated before the wi nd farm becane public know edge.
This information is public record and was obtained in the
Kittitas County Auditor's Oficer and Kittitas County
Treasurers' Ofice.

The information |'ve given you is key to the
map by the nunbers that you have in your handout. Al of

these properties are accessed fromE k Springs Road. Lot
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No. 6 on the map was purchased April 1 of 1993 for
$19,950. Inprovenents included driveway and snal |
outbuilding. It was sold March 7, 2003 for $80, 000.

JUDCE TOREM M. Genson, about one m nute.

MR CGENSON What | will dois I'Il skip
down through this and tell you the conclusions that |I've
reached fromreviewng that information. The infornmation
which is public record indicates that, nunber one, it is
not difficult to sell land in this area.

Nunber two, since April 19, 2002, the date
of Zilkha's announcenent, uninproved land in this area has
I ncreased by one thousand dollars an acre. Inproved | and
has i ncreased from about double to about six tines in
val ue.

There's the last thing | would like to
nmention is there are large parcels that you see on that
map that were purchased by | and devel opers, and that's
anot her indication that property values are not so bad.

JUDGE TOREM M. Censon, you said that we
had a handout. |Is that something that's been provided to
staff?

MR CGENSON No. It's sonething |'mgoing
to give to M. Fiksdal.

JUDGE TCREM Is a copy of that map

I ncl uded?
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Page 38
MR CENSON Yes, it is.

JUDGE TOREM  Thank you, sir.

M. Qiggs.

COMENTS BY DERALD GAl DCS

M/ nane is Derald Gaidos. |I'mthe Kittitas
County Fire Marshal. | reside at 326 Madison. | have
terribl e penmanshi p.

JUDCE TCREM | tried, sir.

MR CGAIDOS. You did. You did a pretty good
] ob.

JUDGE TOREM  Coul d you spell your nane for
us.

MR GAIDCs: De-r-a-l-d Ga-i-d-o-s. As |
said, ny job is Kittitas County Fire Marshal. Anything
that you deci de upon and you leave with Kittitas County, |
will be stuck with. The area that we're tal king about is
In an extrene high fire hazard area. |In the |ast eight
years we've had two state nobilization fires that have
requi red out-of-county resources to conme to our aid. Wien
you start ordering fire trucks by the 25, it starts
costing a |l ot of noney, so | have submtted comments for
your perusal and as you | eave our vall ey renenber what you
decide I wll get stuck wth. Thank you.

JUDCGE TOREM Roger Qerf.
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COWENTS BY ROGER CLERF

M/ nane is Roger derf. | live at 6651
Upper Peul Point Road in e Elum I've lived in Kittitas
County, Kittitas Valley all ny life, 62 years, and ny
famly noved here in 1880. So we're not a bunch of
fly-by-nighters.

| have reviewed the draft statenment at sone
length and find it to be a very conplete and detail ed
eval uation of the effects of the proposed wind farm They
cover many aspects of the geography, geol ogy, ecol ogy,
soils, water, aninmals, plants, birds and bats and al nost
anyt hing el se that anyone can think of. Any possible
ef fects have been eval uated and eval uated very thoroughly.
This statement itself or as anmended will show that there
are very few adverse effects of wind farm devel opnent in
Kittitas County. Now sone people will certainly disagree
with that. | respect their disagreenent. But overall
this is a very, very good report, and | think one from
which you will be able to arrive at a proper concl usion,
proper deci si on.

| mght add too that there is very little in
that report as long as it is that an intelligent,
open- m nded person using common sense and good j udgnent
woul dn't arrive at on his owmn. Wnd farns as proposed are

benign in their effects on the environnent and very
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val uable to the econony to the County, State, and the
Nation. W do need them Energy is becom ng nore and
nore scarce and nore and nore val uabl e and nore and nore
expensi ve to produce. And green energy in the form of

wi nd power is just one additional formthat we get
literally free. There's no cost for the fuel and there's
no cost for the delivery charge. Al we have to do is
reach up and tap it. Thank you. Thank you, sir.

JUDGE TOREM Next is Keith Johnson, and
whil e he's comng up, please Nel son Booth, Helen Wse, and
Todd Gergan or CGergian. Please correct nme when you get up
her e.

M. Johnson.

COWMENTS BY KEI TH JCHNSON

Kei th Johnson, 3050 Airport Road in de
Elum and I'mrepresenting Kittitas Audubon as President
of the Audubon, and | want to present the follow ng
comments on behal f of the Board of Directors of that
society and in defense of birds and wildlife, and we w |l
submt formal commrents by the 20t h deadli ne.

Kittitas Audubon supports renewabl e energy
systens that are well planned and carefully install ed.
The Audubon Society is concerned that the w nd energy
facility can adversely inpact wildlife, especially birds

and bats. W believe that the wildlife studi es and
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eval uations perforned to support the Kittitas Valley Wnd
Power Project in the EI'S are inadequate.

WIldlife studies were carried out for only
one year. Al the good wildlife studies are perforned for
multiple years to detect popul ation trends. These studies
put one individual in the field performng surveys of each
survey site for 20 mnutes. The very nature of the birds
Is that they nove around. One person cannot be | ooking in
all directions at the sane tine.

As participants in the annual Chri stnas
birth count we note that the nore people in each group
there is an increase in the nunber of birds found by that
group. No nighttine or inclenent weather studies were
performed. Wiy is this inportant? Bats fly at night and
mgration and foraging and for nost species of birds
mgrate at night. Wthout this data it is inpossible to
predi ct potential rate.

The shrub-steppe habitat cover |arge
portions of the proposed project which is considered to be
one of the nost diverse and al so one of the nost
endangered habitats in the western United States. The
DEI'S clains the census have already a fragnent of the
shrub-steppe habitat, and it has no value to the big
pi cture. However, shrub-steppe and ot her species found

using this area for foragi ng and nesting indi cates
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ot her wi se.

Most cite each individual turbine and
turbine strength should be carefully evaluated. Raptors
are well known to seek out rats along ridge |ines
specifically during the mgration through this area. A
turbi nes should be sited away fromridge lines to protect
t hese soaring zones. The Foot Oreek R mWomng Wnd
facility which supports simlar topography has established
precedent for this criteria.

The Bal d Eagl e Protection Act nmakes it
unaut hori zed to take one eagle for violation of the |aw
There is no mechani smfor authorizing individual take
after the fact. US Fish and WIdlife nmust authorize the
take |l evel of the bald and gol den eagle prior to issuing
the permt. The DEIS does not indicate that such permt
application has been fil ed.

In closing, KAS urges that all possible and
reasonabl e steps be taken based on scientifically
conpetent wildlife studies to ensure that the site is safe
for wildlife. Thank you.

JUDCGE TCREM  Thank you, sir.

Nel son Boot h.

COMMENTS BY NELSON BOOTH
| would just |like to say about the

Applicant's dinner even though it was excellent it was not
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enough to get ne up here to speak. That's for sure. | do
so because | have strong feelings about the future of our
state and environnment and our nation.

| had sone statenents, but | kind of changed
t hem because it seens |ike those who are opposed to this
proj ect have been attacking the DEIS study itself for sone
reason. | didn't think this was a study done by Zil kha
Energy, so | turned to the front page and find out that
sure enough it's not. |It's done by the State of
Washi ngt on.

It says under Washington State Law EFSEC i s
responsi ble for siting and |icensing and construction and
operation of major facilities in Washington State, so this
is a state agency. It's sonmehow been inplied that it's in
its report. Well, what does that tell us? Wll, what
does that tell you since you're considering this? |If
t hose who are opposed to the wind farmare calling this
Into question, it's probably because it's not favorable to
their point of view

And since this will be submtted to Governor
Locke, I'msure that he will have confidence in his own
agency when he considers this information.

Just a couple of other points that were
rai sed about, for instance, the problemof the spread of

di sease. Wl |, one of the biggest reasons for the
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I ncrease of insect disease toward the north is gl obal

climate warmng, and that's one of the things that w nd
farns are going to address by providing alternative energy
and sl ow down the effect of global warm ng.

Then soneone said that the effect of the
noi se of this project would sound |ike helicopter bl ades.
| don't know which type of wind turbine this particular
comment was addressed to, but certainly not type of wind
of turbines that are proposed for Kittitas County.
They're a very sl ow novi ng bl ade.

Al so there was an inplication that the

majority of those who have turbines on their property were

are absentee | andowners. Well, | wonder if those who
objecting to it perhaps it's the sane percentage. | don't
know.

And | have sone other comments that | will
turn in as witten comments about the need for good cl ean
alternative energy in our state that is not just a
redundant source of energy, but it's one that we needed as
the energy crisis here in the Northwest proved |ast sunmer
and Governor Locke along with the Governors of O egon and
California, at least at that time in Septenber, were all
in favor of going i ndependent on a regional basis and
encouraged justice for projects. So Governor Locke wl |

we can be sure if this is approved give it every bit of
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hi s support.
JUDGE TOREM  Thank you, sir.
Hel en wi se.
COMMVENTS BY HELEN W SE
| am Helen Wse, Wi-s-e. | live at 1106
East Third Avenue here in Ellensburg. | wll not speak

very |l ong because | want to second M ke Genson's report.
He was the one who showed you that map where the
properties were sold for considerable profit.

In the Draft EI'S, on Page 3.718, it says that
this property review does not attenpt to present a node
to explain all influences on property val ues; however, the
statistical analysis provided in this study provides no
evi dence that w nd devel opnent has harned property val ues
with the view shed.

And so as M ke has said, we have known for
sone tine of this proposal, and unl ess people are being
very devi ous and not all ow ng peopl e how coul d they not
know about w nd power in E|ensburg? The properties that
have been sold in recent in the |last year and a hal f have
been sold at quite an increase in property val ue.

| could go through this, but I will not give
you these. 1'll send in the statistics onit, but | mght
al so point out that in the series that the daily record

did earlier this nonth, well, in Decenber. On the first
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of Decenber, Steve and Any Gslund's property, which is
they' re one of the opponents, vocal opponents. They were
featured along with a supporter of wnd farns. That was
Decenber 1st. On Decenber 2nd they sold their property
and | mght consider the conmssion to the daily record.
W know it takes longer than that to sell a property.

But | also would like to comment that this
Is in ny view an excellent Draft Environnental | npact
Statenment. | ama concerned environnmentalist. | am
concerned about ny children, ny grandchildren, and | have
great grandchildren. | amconcerned about their futures.
VW have to take care of energy in a pollution free way.
W have to take care of it in a way that doesn't cost lots
of money for transport. W don't have to transport the
fuel for our energy for wind farms. Just a few comments.

JUDGE TCREM  Thank you, nma' am

Todd -- is it CGergan?

MR CERGAN  Cerean.

JUDCE TCREM Sorry. Let me get the next

few up. Paul Horish, Dennis Waits, and Christine Wiitmre.

CGo ahead, sir.

COMMENTS BY TODD GEREAN

M/ nanme is Todd Gerean. Last nane is
spelled Ge-r-e-a-n. | live at 5100 E k Springs Road. |

live there, not |ike some of the people Iiving way outside
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|'"mhere to put out two things, pros and negatives on both
Si des.

(One, you get the negative. They all
conpl ain that that book right there they had nothing --
that book has already said it all. It has already cone
out with all the proof that you all need. The negati ves,
the ice, birds, and all this other crap that's bei ng done
t hey have nothing to support it.

On the pro side, this wind farm the taxes
that are going to be produced by it Iike the cops and the
fire departnment and so forth that are not going to have to
doit. Wth the new construction nmore popul ation is going
to be generated, so there's going to have to be nore tax
taken to provide the others. So this is going to generate
a lot of economc increase to the County. It's going to
increase jobs in the County. |It's going to increase power
to the world.

And |i ke sone of the other people said what
about the next generation? Wat about our kids? Nuclear
plants, |ess water, what are we going to do? Like | said,
' mjust one hundred percent for it. Thanks.

JUDCE TCREM Paul Hori sh.

COMMVENTS BY PAUL HOR SH
My nanme is Paul Horish, Ho-r-i-s-h, 730

Teanaway Hei ghts Drive, de E um Wshington. | would
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like to reference 172 in the DEIS. |, for one would

wel cone the incone fromZlkha s |land | ease, and the
economc effects it would have on ny househol d.

JUDGE TCREM M. Horish, could you speak up
just alittle bit.

MR HORISH (kay. Al so reference 199.
VW' ve grown accustomto the thousands of Bonneville Power
Adm nistration towers. | don't see why we couldn't get
used to a handful of Zilkha's towers. W also have grown
accustomto 1-90 and the noise that that goes with it. |
also believe it mght be a tourist attraction. |t mght

bring sone dollars to the County al so economcally. Thank

you.
JUDGE TOREM  Dennis Wiits.
COMMENTS BY DENNIS WAI TS
M/ nanme is Dennis Waits. | live at 40 Cove
Lane. 1'd just like to say that | don't think that has
ever been about energy this whole tinme. | do not think

this whol e thing has been about energy, and the reason |
say that is because we've never really even tal ked about
the tax credit involved by putting wi nd nmachi nes up. |
know it's not about energy because |'ve never seen an

el ectrical engineer at any of these neetings. They never
want to conme here and stand up. But the one that | know

when | tal ked about this project, he |aughs at nme. | say
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why are you | aughi ng? He says we know that w nd power is
so unreliable. It's not worth putting in. So why are we
going this direction? W're going this direction because
there's a ot of benefit to one person or one corporation.
Now the reason | say this is that what he
says to nme nakes sense because if you have a plant, if
you're going to put an autonobile plant in Kittitas
County, you woul dn't depend on wi nd power. People would
| augh at you. Wen we had 14 bel ow zero here a week ago,
| was running around turning up 220 watt heaters and
letting themrun for three days. The wi nd wasn't bl ow ng.
It's always been about noney. It's never been about
ener gy.
V¢ tal k about major source of econonic
i mpact. Qur property values in this valley are one of the
greatest fortunes that we have right now W are playing
with fire. Wy do the people in Nantucket not want these
things off their coast? Wy do the rich and fanmous turn
these things away and fight vigorously? Because they know
that if they go in, and people with noney cone in and see

those things out there, they' re not going to pay as nuch

for their property. It's going to hurt their wallet.
It's never been about energy. It has al ways been about
the tax credit. |If people want to put this in and this

has no i npact on property val ues, then they shoul d be
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willing to pay the people that try to sell their property
after these wind nmachines go in, and they sell those
properties for less than they paid for them That woul d
be the right thing to do.

Qur land and our vistas are a huge economc
engine. They are one of the greatest economc engi nes
that this valley has. W have a college. W have
farnmers. But by golly people like to live here, and there
I's absolutely no question that they |ike to go hiking,
fishing, anything else that they Iike to do. The people
fromSeattle cone over here. W call themthe 206ers.
They have noney. |If those wind machines go in, and our
property val ues go down, who's going to hel p us? Nobody.
Nobody. The people that nmade an 80-nillion-dollar quick
tax credit and put it intheir wallet, | venture to say
they won't even take those wi nd machi nes down. Were is
the plan to renove these things? | haven't heard one.

Do you know that the electrical engineers
that | talked to know that nuclear -- they studied this
for years. They know that nuclear power is the nost
efficient way to go and people in here mght be sneering
at me right now and saying, you know, this guy is nuts.
Look at Europe. They have many nuclear plants. |'mnot
proposing nuclear. |I'mjust saying let's don't go w nd.

Let's don't take such a huge nove and such a huge hit on
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our wallets. We're playing with fire. Thank you.

JUDGE TOREM  Thank you, sir.

COMVENTS BY JAMES VWH TM RE

M/ nane is Janes Wiitmre. |I'mgoing to
speak for Christine. She had to go. So ny nane is
Wh-i-t-mi-r-e. M nmailing address is P.Q Box 1735,
El l ensburg, and | reside just to the east of the proposed
WI!ld Horse Project, and | think we have a coupl e
m sconceptions here. | keep hearing wild and scenic. The
shrub-steppe where | reside is nore wild and sceni c and
nore pristine, and I'min favor of these winds towers. |
nmuch prefer themas a nei ghbor than having nore residents.
| would also like to tell the lady I'"'malso in favor of
coyotes. Thank you very nuch.

JUDCE TCREM  Thank you, M. Witmre.

V¢ have three speakers left tonight. They
are M ke Robertson, David O ane, Thomas Wl | ace.

M. Robertson.

COMMENTS BY M KE ROBERTSON

M/ nane is M ke Robertson, R o-b-e-r-t-s-o-n.
| represent nyself and ny wife, Elizabeth. W live at
4101 Bettas Road, de Elum | can't possibly get through
this in four mnutes, sol wll try to summarize it.

| would like to reference the facts sheet of

the DEI'S and the application. The original application
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states that the Kittitas Valley Wnd Power Project

consi sts of several prinme elenents which will be
constructed i n consecutive phases, including roads,

f oundati ons, underground and overhead el ectrical |ights,
grid interconnection facilities, one or two substations,
operations and nai nt enance center, associ ate supporting
infrastructure of the facility. Approximately 90 acres of
land will be required to accommodat e t he proposed power
plant related support facilities, and the project wll 121
w nd turbines, etc.

The Draft EIS attenpts to evaluate the
environnental inpacts of three distinct project scenarios
described as | ower end scenario, mddl e scenario, upper
end scenario. The |ower end scenario utilizes turbines
with three negawatt name plate capacity. They're not even
described in the application. The DEI S states between 93
and 118 acres of land will be utilized, at odds with the
application statement of only 90 acres. |Immediately one
can determne this DEI S docunent is inadequate at best and
realistically inconplete in its analysis.

The proposed project is being treated as a
singl e power generation facility when in fact the
Applicant states they would like to be considered as a
project consisting of 82 to 140 separate power generating

turbines of different sizes and power generating
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capacities. This is inconsistent wth the eval uati on and
oversight of large energy facilities in a single |ocation
that is the EFSEC charter. The project should be clearly
defined and the individually placed turbines eval uated as
to their singular environmental inpacts than as to their

aggregated inpacts as part of a wind generation facility.

And finally, the hope that this will be
evaluated as to inpacts relating to conbined effects with
mul tiple wind power generation facilities in the context
of Kittitas County as a whole. This docunent is very
| arge, but there is no excuse for accepting flawed and
I nconpl ete scientific anal ysis.

Ref erence Chapter 1 summary, the purpose and
need for this project. The stated name plate capacity of
the project proposal is between 246 negawatts and 181 1/2
nmegawatts. Actual or effective power generation fromthe
comercial wind power facility is in the area of 30
percent. It follows this project's real usable potenti al
Is 73.8 negawatts, 54.45 negawatts.

| nformation Table 1-1 suggests that there
will be 1,854 negawatts as the | ow forecast, then 15, 817
negawatt hi gh forecast increase in power denmand for 2025.
Using the mddle scenario wind facility configuration this
project would only contri bute between three percent nedi um

| oad forecast and .3 percent high forecast for this
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growth. This is aninsignificant contribution to the

public's potential need for this growh.

In contrast, the Sumas Energy 2 CGeneration
Facility is a nomnal dispatchable 660 negawatt natura
gas-fired electrical generation facility and woul d
contribute 36 percent to four percent of anticipated need.
Like | said, thisis very lengthy. | wll turnit in as
witten comrents.

| ' m obvi ously an opponent to this project.
| feel that it's a poor way to generate power basically,
and I will turn this in.

JUDGE TCREM  Thank you, sir. Sorry about
the tinme limtation.

Qur next speaker we have a couple nore
addi tions David Orane and Thomas Wal | ace, then we'll have
JimStewart and Sonja Ling.

M. CGane. David O ane.

COWENTS BY DAVI D CRANE

|'mDavid Gane, Gr-a-n-e. | live at 1201
Vista Road here in Ellensburg. |'ve read the papers the
| ast few nonths, and | heard a | ot of negative coments
about the wind farns, and |'ve heard sonme good comments as
well. | thought that airports cause noise and they're a
hazard. Railroads run over people and kill people, and

they interrupt the environnent. Dans cause nud flats and
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damage the fish. Cars kill birds and deer. Coal and oi

and nucl ear pollute the environment. Nuclear has poll uted
the Colunbia R ver to a great extent. Housing displaces
animals and plants and birds, and parking | ots cause
runoff of water and add to fl ood damage. And power |ines
I nvade the environment. Sewers are a problem Mlitary
reservations do a lot of the sane things. Radio towers
Interrupt the scenary. Satellites can crash and cause
troubl e.

And I've read all of this. | respectfully
say that | favor the wind farns as a step in the direction
of clean renewabl e energy. | support the concl usi on of
the Draft Environnental |npact Statenent. | believe that
wi nd generation has the | east negative inpact of all the
power sources to date. | think that we ought not to shoot
ourselves in the foot by seeing only the negative which
there certainly are negative aspects to any type of
generation that we do. | believe that it's |ike a sign
that | saw over by Royal Gty along the highway. It says
we use conmercial fertilizers because peopl e get hungry,
and | believe we need wi nd generati on because we need
power and our sources are limted. Thank you very nuch.

JUDCE TCREM  Thank you sir,

Thomas WVl | ace.
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COWENTS BY THQVAS WALLACE

Good evening. M nane is Thomas Wl | ace. |
live at 5319 Keystone Place North, Seattle, Washington.
Last nane Wa-1-1-a-c-e.

| want to introduce nyself as a
communi cati ons and outreach director for the organization
Nor t hwest Sust ai nabl e Energy for Econom c Devel opnent. |
want to give a background about nyself first. M
grandfather grew up in Caldwell, Kansas. He noved out
during the depression era. M/ father did 25 years of
service to this country and was al ways taught that there
are good things to do in this country, and | think that
reflects this open process here tonight, and | want to
thank you for hearing this process and thank everybody who
made it occur.

| want to read a statenent fromthe

Nort hwest Sustai nabl e Energy for Econom c Devel opnent
organi zation. Northwest SEED, as it's known, is a
regi onal nonprofit organi zation working to maxi mze the
| ocal benefits for harvesting hone-grown energy resources,
wi nd, solar, biomass, geothernal, |ow inpact hydro,
conservation, bio-based products, while nmaintaining
reliable electrical service creating new revenue streans
and high quality jobs throughout the Pacific Northwest.

Qur effort is to build community partnerships in O egon,
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Washi ngt on, Montana, and |daho. Northwest SEED supports
policies and projects |like wind power facilities that
build rural economes and neet the region's power needs
t hrough af f ordabl e renewabl e energy generati on.

Nor t hwest SEED has nonitored the proposed
Kittitas Valley Wnd Power Project since it was announced
nearly two years ago, and we've reviewed those naterials
nmade available to the public by both Zi | kha and EFSEC
regarding this proposal. 1In our estimation the Draft
Environnmental |npact Statenment issued |last nonth is an
adequat e and conpr ehensi ve assessnent of the project's
potential inpacts.

The Draft Environnental |npact Statenent
identifies no areas which are predicted to experience
signi fi cant unavoi dabl e adverse inpact. The proposed
wildlife inpact mtigation plan is inline with the
Washi ngton Departnent of Fish and WIldlife guidelines for
siting wind power projects. |In fact, the proposed pl an
far exceeds the mtigation measures suggested by WFW

Overall the Draft Environmental | npact
Statenent is a thorough and wel |l reasoned docunent. The
aut hors appear to have done a reasonabl e job of
anticipating, preparing for the mtigating inpacts of the
proposed project. Thank you for your tine this evening.

JUDCE TOREM  Thank you.
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JimStewart.

COWENTS BY JI M STEWART

M/ nanme is JimStewart. M P.Q Box is in
e EBum but | live on Bettas Road. But | really don't
live on Bettas Road. | live on the ridge above Bettas
Road. Now the problemthat |I've got with the power
project as Z | kha has proposed basically they're saying
t hat Sagebrush Power Partners want this project. Yet
Sagebrush Power Partners is not the one who has applied to
EFSEC for the approval for the site. It's Zlkha
Renewabl e Energy.

Now it was sonething that sonebody el se said
earlier that got nme thinking as to maybe |I should clarify
sonething here. He was saying that EFSEC i s a gover nnment
agency. Yet are we tal king governnent agency or is EFSEC
contracted with Zil kha and being paid for by Zlkha to
basically push this thing forward and nmake up your m nds
and then recomrend to the Governor if you're going to do
this or not? Wich |I'mkind of mxed on this.

But it's really interesting that in this
study it says inthe DEIS it says that both wind, the WIld
Horse and this one Sagebrush Power Partners, they're both
whol | y owned subsidiaries of Zi|lkha Renewabl e Energy. So
we're not tal king about -- you can't say that there's no

other place in this county for this project and both being
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by the central command of the person who was basically in
charge of thisis Zilkhais kind of like to ne it's kind
of like a msrepresentation of the facts that there is
anot her si de.

| guess the thing that | have interesting
that | find with these noise studies is that all of them
are done with conmputer nodel and sound | evel neasurenents,
and they did the sane thing with E | ensburg Cenent
Products. They did the same thing with the Cascade Field
and Stream d ub study, and in each case what | found
because with El |l ensburg Cenent it was very site
specifically. It basically it was accurate at the point
where they took the neasurenents, and they used the berm
to bl ock the sound that was going to bl ock the noi se.
Vell, | live according to the ordinance in Kittitas County
it's 9604. It's the Thomas Quarry Site. Thomas Quarry
Site and crusher is going to be at 720 feet, the | owest
part in the quarry. | live on the next ridge, and I live
at 2,850 feet, and | have a line of sight across this site
down t here.

Vell, it wakes ne up. The crusher, the
screen operation wakes nme up, but then, again, we're
tal king about it's not just the decibel levels you're
talking about. It's also the frequency at which the sound

Is comng. It's a varied frequency and intensity.
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So the thingis | find this interesting if
you want to get your study to go forward it's just a very
sinple procedure. You call it in the advertising industry
you suppress the truth and suggest the false, and |'ve
witten this all in there, and you can read it at your
| el sure. But we expect Zilkha to cone clean and say, hey,
tell us the truth.

Vel 1, according to the study on the noise
study | don't exist. M/ radio station does not exist. M
nei ghbors don't exist. But if you go to the very back of
the DEIS, they've got a little nunber in a little square.
I'mNo. 10. But I'mnot even on the noise study or on the
| ocation. Neither is Hall, neither is Jay Carlton,
neither is Foster Challer, neither is Boyd Togood, Zeller.
Jackson is No. 149. So I'mkind of going if you don't

tell the truth, you can mnimze the inpact to the

nei ghbors.

But one last thing. | do have a w nd
generator, and | tal ked to sonebody el se recently. 1've
had the same feeling. |'ve had it two years. It blows up
withice. It doesn't charge when | want it. 1've got to

run the generator to charge the batteries, and if | had
to, | wouldn't get another one. Thank you.
JUDGE TCREM  Thank you, M. Stewart.

Sonja Ling, and |'ve had one ot her person
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|'ve added. Noel Andrew.
COWENTS COF SONJA LI NG

Good evening. |'mSonja Ling, S-o-n-j-a
L-i-n-g. M address is 917 S W (Qak Street, Suite 303,
Portland, Oregon 97205. |'mhere on behalf of Renewabl e
Nort hwest Project, and | appreciate the opportunity to
comment this evening. Qur comments this evening will be
general and we will be submtting nore extensive comments
by the deadli ne.

The Renewabl e Northwest Project is a unique
coalition of environmental groups, consumer groups, and
renewabl e energy devel opers and nmanufacturers that work

together to conbat gl obal clinmate change through the

i npl enent ation of solar, wind, and geothermal resources in

t he Pacific Northwest.

V& believe that properly sited wind power
projects can protect the environnment, pronote economc
devel opnent, and help diversify the regions in our system
In general, we believe that the DEI S does a thorough job
of assessing the potential inpacts of the KV Wnd Proj ect
and describing proposed mtigation for potential inpacts.

VW are pleased to see that the health and
safety concerns rai sed by the community were addressed
extensively in the DEIS, and that the DEl' S concl udes t hat

no significant unavoi dabl e adverse inpacts on health and
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safety resulting fromthe construction and O & M of the
proj ect have been identified.

W are also pleased to see that the
Applicant will be taking the next various steps to avoid
and mnimze potential inpacts of the project on wildlife
and habitat which is based on the Washi ngt on Departnent of
Fish and Wldlife Wnd Power Quidelines. Based on the
DEIS we also believe it inputs neasures to avoid a m ni num
potential inpact and mtigate for inpact need and actual |y
exceed as Tom Wl | ace from Northwest SEED nentioned the
VWOFW W nd Power CQuidelines mtigation. For exanple, the
Appl i cant has proposed to purchase and protect about 50
percent nore habitat than the anount recommended by WDFW
Wnd Power Quidelines. W conmend the Applicant for
conplying with the Wnd Power Quidelines which we believe
are considered to be the nost stringent in the U S

I n conclusion, we believe that the DEI S has
t horoughl y exam ned the inpacts and consi dered the
benefits of wi nd power. W hope that EFSEC can now nove
expeditiously to the next phase, to the next revi ew phase.
Thank you.

JUDGE TOREM  Thank you, M. Ling.

Noel Andrew.

COWENTS BY NCEL ANDREW
M/ nane is Noel Andrew, 2701 El k Springs
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Road, El | ensburg, Wshington 98296, sonething |Iike that.

Ckay. Everybody has touched bases on the
negative stuff which you peopl e have found to be, you
know, a big deal, and I'mgoing to tal k about vi sual
aspects of this project. The project is |ocated, the
towers are | ocated on ridges, barren ridges that produce
nothing. It's scab rock land is what | call them and
where the wind blows nothing grows. It's unproductive for
agriculture. And | think as far as visual these people
think that they're up there on this hill and they | ook
down at El |l ensburg, and they think that's beautiful at
night. Well, these towers and the ridges will just add
little bit nore view, nore lights to the valley and nake
it more beautiful. And after a while | think that the
towers will just be |ike another big tower, a cell phone
tower whi ch are poppi ng up everywhere.

And | think anyway the visual effects that
they're so negative of the opposition will just disappear
when all the revenue cones in fromthis project. Thank
you very nuch.

JUDCGE TCREM  Thank you, sir.

Wre there any other people that | didn't
have signed up that wanted to conment tonight? |If you
just stand up, so | can see how many we have. One, two,

t hree nore peopl e.
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My'am if you will come up first and then
the other two gentlenen, and then we'll close the public
hearing after these three unless there are any ot her
urgent comments.

(Of the record to change paper.)

JUDCE TCREM W have been off the record

for a couple nonments for the court reporter to change her

paper .

Ma' am what's your nane?

M5. SCHWAB: M nane is D ane Schwab,
S-c-h-wa-b.

JUDGE TCREM Can you state your address,
pl ease.

MB. SCHWAB: P.QO Box 290 Mapl e Vall ey,
Washi ngt on.

JUDCGE TCREM  Thank you.
MS. SCHWAB: 98038.
COMMENTS BY DI ANE SCHWAB

VW have 50 acres that is |ocated just
outside the project area, and |'ve gone through to the
DEIS. I'mreally disappointed. | think it's full of
scare tactics, inaccurate issues, and it doesn't address
the issues that we have been stating for the | ast al nost
two years.

There is discrepancies in one place. On
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their original application they clearly state from our

| ocation that we will see 85 to 160 wi nd turbines. Well,
then they clai mour house would be 2,000 feet fromthose

turbines. W don't even know where our house is going to
be. In all reality it will be 500 feet fromthe nearest

t ur bi ne.

Sone of ny nei ghbors, we've got one nei ghbor
that according to their maps, and |'ve stated all the
particul ars here, one of our neighbors will be 164 feet
away fromthe closest turbine. Then they claimthat wll
be 1,000 feet fromall residents. | don't know what to
believe. | don't know which one of these facts is true.

They clai mthe shadow flicker and the
flashing |ights and noi se are noni ssues. Wen they held
the first neeting in Ae Eum we brought all these issues
up and they kind of poo pooed themall down, nonissues.
Now they are issues, but they're not being addressed. Not
for us people who are going to live next door. Not for us
that are going to be 500 feet anay. W're still going to
hear the windmlls. Not only are we just going to get a
whoonp, whoonp, but we mght have that going on 116 tines
at the sane tinme because the wind will be blow ng, and |
find that to be a big problemfor anyone that's going to
be living that close.

Sane thing with the shadow flicker. They
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say, well, you know, it's really not going to bother
people, but it is. It's going to bother the peopl e that
live there, and we have been in ny estinmation totally
dismssed. | don't see anyone anywhere in the entire DEI S
where they said, well, these people right here. They're
going to have a problem No, what they said was that
because thousands of people weren't going to see this, it
gives a lower priority. It's not alowpriority to us
because we will be there, and it just doesn't seemri ght
that that seens inaccurate.

Property taxes if we | ook out our w ndow and
see 116 wndmlls, | think probably about 20 of themare
500 feet away. That's not going to danage our property
val ue? Once again, we have been disnissed. Those people
that are living next door totally not counted nowhere in
t here.

They claimthat they're going to do sone
mtigation. Well, | have talked to a person who lives in
California. He says the mtigation should cone first
before anything el se, any building goes up. Once it's in,
forget it. It's too late. So | think they start
mtigating now with sone of us people that are going to be
right up there. And I've got maps and whatnot and ||
turn it all in. Thank you.

JUDCGE TCREM  Thank you, M. Schwab.
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Are you already on the Council's mailing
list?
M5. SCHWAB: Yes.
JUDCGE TCREM Thank you. Al right.
Sir, your nane pl ease.
MR ERICKSON  WIIiamErickson.
JUDGE TOREM  Can you spell your |ast narne.
MR ERICKSON  E-r-i-c-k-s-o0-n.
JUDCE TCREM And your address.
MR ER CKSON 6980 WIson O eek Road.
JUDCE TCREM Is that in H I ensburg?
MR ER CKSON Yes, in HIensburg.
COWENTS BY WLLI AM ERI CKSON
|'ve got two concerns. The first one is
about fire. |If you wonder why |I'm concerned about that
being so far away, the corridor going to 97 is a natura
wind tunnel. [It's dry nost of the year. The wind is
blowing. Were is the fire going to go? R ght into the
valley. There hasn't been a major fire in the valley
itself, but they say, the experts say that you don't have
to worry about fire wth the turbines. However, when
they' re new you perhaps don't because you've got controls
in effect. Looking 10 to 20 years down the road and nmaybe
they're not producing the revenue that's expected, and so

the only place to cut back is on maintenance. That's
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their only cost, so that's what they wll cut back on.

You get hot oil, burning nmetal from300 feet -- | don't
know i f you' ve ever been in a wind driven fire, but it's
not a pretty sight. | don't know if you renmenber Southern
California last year. That's what we woul d be | ooki ng at
inthe valley. It's not anything pretty to think about.

Wiy put the site there where there's |arge
popul ati ons downwi nd fromit, farns, business, residents?
It just doesn't make good sense. Wy don't you have it in
other places in the valley and where it won't affect the
popul ation? 1'mnot talking about birds and stuff,
although it would affect that. But |I'mtalking about
peopl e.

The other question | have or concern | have
is | was talking to our insurance agent and asking, "Vell,
you know, the potential is there. 1Is this going to
I ncrease ny premuns any?" He said, "No, this should be
the liability of the wind farm"

Now if I'mnot wong, and | coul d be w ong,
but | presune Sagebrush Power Partners, LLC, neans limted
liability corporation. AmIl right? GCkay. |If I'mright,
that nmeans who has the liability on a catastrophic fire?
A corporation can only go back to the conpany itself not
back to their owners. And if it is allowed, the owners

should be required to carry all inclusive insurance for
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repl acenment val ue of infrastructure, power poles, fences,
bui | di ngs, everything in the valley that coul d be
destroyed. Also it should go back to Zilkha. It
shouldn't be just limted to their conpany. It should go
back to Zi |l kha because they're the ones that are
benefiting fromthe devel opment, so they shoul d be al so
| iable for the |icense.

JUDGE TCREM  Thank you, sir. There was one
ot her gentl eman who i ndi cated he wanted to speak.

What' s your nane, sir?

MR BOYOVICH David Jack Boyovich. | was
on the list, but |I scratched it off.

JUDCE TCREM Can you spell your nanme out

for ne.
MR BOYOVICH B-o0-y-o0-v-i-c-h.
JUDGE TCREM  And your address, sir.
MR BOYOVI G+ 18830 Reecer O eek Road,
El | ensburg.

JUDGE TOREM (Go ahead, sir.

COMMVENTS BY DAVI D BOYOVI CH

Anyway, | was going to talk and then |
decided not to talk, and now |'ve got a fewissues that a
few peopl e have conme up with here. | take exception to,
and | agree with one person that was up here earlier, and

he said that this entire project as a matter of fact both
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of these projects are all about the noney and believe ne
truer words couldn't have been said nore.

|'ve been doing an awful |ot of studying the
| ast coupl e of weeks on this, and as far as property
val ues go anybody that tells you their property val ues
aren't going to go down because of these nonstrosities --
and I will giveit to him | used to call them
pachyder ns.

JUDCE TOREM Let's just stay on topic.

MR BOYOVICH They're pachyderns, sir.
They're nonstrosities. Property values are going to go
down, and the reason why | say this is because |'ve tal ked
to a couple of real estate people. And |'mnot going to
nane nanmes, but believe ne |'ve talked to them Al so
talked to the PUD. | haven't tal ked to Puget Sound Energy
yet. |'ve heard that they're thinking about buying this
stuff. PUD they said they weren't even going to think
about buyi ng this energy.

|"mcurious. W's going to buy this
energy? Can anybody here tell ne who's going to buy this
energy that everybody keeps tal ki ng about here?

| kind of thought so.

Wio's going to benefit? You, ne? W're
paying for this thing, but we're not even going to get the

benefits of the energy. It's either going to go south,
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east, or over in Seattle. So we are going to be paying
for everybody el se to have this energy that everybody says
IS so cheap, which really isn't.

Anot her issue is the raptors. Now, they had
a study done in Palm Springs, a ten-year study that over
22,000 to 30,000 raptors or birds were killed over a
ten-year period. And if ny math is correct, that's about
3,000 a year. Now, | know for a fact that they have an
awful lot of golden eagles down there. The last tine |
| ooked they were on the endangered species list, as well
as the bald eagle, which we have an awful |ot of them up
here. W also have a couple hundred turkey buzzards in
the area that are al so on the endangered species |ist.

So anyway with that 1 will concl ude.

JUDCE TCREM  Thank you, sir.

Anybody el se that has heard anything el se
this evening that needs to comment at this tine?

Al right. Thank you. W're gotten through
32 of your individual comments, and it's now about ten
mnutes of 9:00. | thank you very, very nuch for allow ng
the efficient process tonight and allow ng us to get
through that nmany people in that short of a tine.

That is going to conclude the coments for
this evening, and | want to thank you very nmuch for com ng

tonight. The entire Council appreciates the tinme you' ve
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taken away fromfamly and your jobs to participate in a
very inportant public process.

Let me give you one final remnder that the
Council will be holding at | east one or nmaybe nore
addi ti onal comrent sessions regarding the project during
Its adjudicative hearings. There has been no schedul e set
for those hearings, but if you're on our nailing list, you
will hear about it. And I'mcertain if you read the
newspapers around here, you'll hear about it.

Pl ease renenber that the deadline if you
want to submt any comments, if you haven't already done
so tonight, the deadline is next Tuesday, January 20,

2004. That is a postnarked deadline, not the date we have
to receive it. So if you need to wite themup over the
weekend, you can mail it on Tuesday.

Agai n, please see our staff, Irina Makarow
or Allen Fiksdal, seated up at the sign-in table there if
you need to get on our nmailing list or receive any
addi tional information.

Thank you and good night. W're off the
recor d.

ok ok k%
(Wier eupon, the public neeting was adjourned

at 8:49 p.m)
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