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Please see the attached comments from the Yakama Nation.
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April 8, 2022 

Confederated Tribes and Bands 
of the Yakama Nation 

Submitted Electronically 

Sonia Bumpus, EFSEC Manager 
ENERGY FACILITY SITE Ev ALUATION COUNCIL 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE 
Lacey, WA 98504-3172 
https://comments.efsec. wa.gov/ 

Established by the 
Treaty of June 9, 1855 

RE: DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE AND REQUEST FOR COMMENTS ON SCOPE 
OF EIS FOR BADGER MOUNTAIN SOLAR PROJECT (Docket No. EF-210747) 

Dear Ms. Bumpus: 

I write on behalf of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation ("Y akama 
Nation"), regarding the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council's ("EFSEC") request for 
comments on the scope of an environmental impact statement ("Notice") for the 
proposed Badger Mountain Solar Project ("Project"), EFSEC Docket No. EF-210747. 1 

The Project's proposed location is located wholly within Yakama Nation's Treaty 
Territory. When Yakama Nation ceded this land to the United States, it retained all 
rights not expressly relinquished in the Treaty of 1855 (12 Stat. 951).2 Yakama Nation 
and its members attach cultural significance to this area and continue to rely on the 
resources therein. Specifically, the Project's proposed location includes land managed 
by the Washington Department of Nature Resources ("DNR") where Yakama Nation 
retains fishing, hunting, and gathering rights under the Treaty of 1855. 

Yakama Nation has a significant interest in ensuring that the EIS complies with the State 
Environmental Policy Act ("SEPA") and other applicable laws in evaluating the Project and 
its environmental impacts.3 Responsive to the Notice, Yakama Nation submits the 
following comments regarding the EIS' s scope and the Project generally: 

1 In submitting these comments, Y akama Nation does not waive its sovereign immunity from suit, 
nor does it waive, alter, or otherwise diminish its sovereign rights, privileges, or remedies 
guaranteed by the Treaty with the Yakama of 1855 (12-Stat. 951). Furthermore, submission of this 
comment does not substitute for formal consultation with Yakama Nation or Y akama Nation Tribal 
Council. 
2 United States v. Winans, 198 U.S. 371, 381 (1905). 
3 These comments are based information presently available to Y akama Nation. Should additional 
information become available, our assessment and comments may be revised. 
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