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CHAI R BECKETT: Good afternoon. This
I's Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site
Eval uati on Council, and I'mcalling our July 16, 2025
neeting to order.

Ms. Grantham if you would call our roll, please.

M5. GRANTHAM  Certainly, Chair.
Depart nent of Commerce?

M5. OSBORNE: Elizabeth Gsborne,
present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Departnent of Ecol ogy?

MR LEVITT: Eli Levitt, present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Departnent of Fish and
Wlidlife?

MR. PAMPLIN: Nate Panplin, present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Departnent of Natural
Resour ces?

MR. YOUNG Lenny Young, present.

M5. GRANTHAM Utilities &
Transportation Comm ssion?

MS. BREWSTER  Stacy Brewster,
present.

M5. GRANTHAM  For Local Governnent
and Optional State Agencies for the For Hop Hill Project,
Bent on County, Paul Krupin?

For the Carriger Solar project, Klickitat County,
253.627.6401 BAL.T.GAT.ONSERV.CES schedule@balitigation.com
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Matt Chil es?
For the Wallula Gap project, Benton County, Adam
Fyal | ?
MR. FYALL: Adam Fyall is here, thank
you.
MR CH LES: WMatt Chiles, present.
M5. GRANTHAM  Thank you.
For the Col deneye BESS for Skagit County, Robby
Eckr ot h.
MR. ECKROTH: Robby Eckroth, present.
M5. GRANTHAM Assi stant Attorney
CGeneral, Jon Thonpson? Zack Packer?
MR. PACKER  Present.
M5. GRANTHAM Talia Thuet?
For EFSEC staff, | will call those anticipated to
speak today. Sonia Bunpus?
BUWPUS: Present.
GRANTHAM  Am Haf keneyer ?
HAFKEMEYER:  Present.
GRANTHAM  Any Moon?
MOON:  Present.
CGRANTHAM  Sar a Randol ph?
RANDOLPH:  Present.
CRANTHAM  Sean G eene?
GREENE: Present.

2P PP DD DD D
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1 M5. GRANTHAM  John Bar nes?

2 MR, BARNES: Present.

3 M5. GRANTHAM  Joanne Snar ski .

4 MS. SNARSKI : Present.

5 M5. GRANTHAM Nabi | a Gones:

6 M5. GOVES: Present.

7 M5. GRANTHAM  For Operati onal

8 Updates, Kittitas Valley Wnd project?

9 MR. CASEDAY: Jarred Caseday, present.
10 M5. GRANTHAM WId Horse W nd Power
11 proj ect ?

12 M5 GALBRAI TH:  Jennifer Gal braith,
13 present.
14 M5. GRANTHAM  Grays Harbor Energy
15 Center?
16 MR SHERIN. Chris Sherin, present.
17 M5. GRANTHAM  Chehalis CGeneration
18 Facility?
19 M5. RANDOLPH: Sara Randol ph, present.
20 M5. GRANTHAM  Col unbi a Generati ng
21 Station?
22 MR, LAPCRTE: Josh LaPorte, present.
23 M5. GRANTHAM  Col unbi a Sol ar?
24 MS. DRACHENBERG. Eli zabeth
25 Drachenberg, present.
253.627.6401 BAL.T.GAT.ONSERV.CES schedule@balitigation.com
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M5. GRANTHAM  Goose Prairie Sol ar?
OCstrea Sol ar?

MR, VOLTZ: Jon Voltz, present.

M5. GRANTHAM |Is there anyone online
present for the Counsel for the Environnent?

M5. REYNEVELD: Yes, Sarah Reyneveld
is present and ny col |l eague Yuriy Korol.

M5. GRANTHAM  Thank you. Chair,
there is a quorumfor all councils.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very nuch.
Menbers of the Council there is a proposed agenda before
us. |Is there a notion to adopt?

MR. YOUNG Lenny Young, so noved.

CHAI R BECKETT: Second.

M5. BREWSTER: Stacy Brewster, second.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, both.
Motion and a second has been put up. Are there any
changes fromthe Council? Hearing none, all those in
favor of adopting the agenda as proposed say aye.

MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

CHAI R BECKETT: Opposed? Agenda is

adopt ed.

Moving on to our m nutes, we have one set from our
| ast neeting on June 25th. | would entertain a notion to
adopt these. |Is there such a notion?

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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MR. PAMPLIN. M. Chair, | wll nove
that we approve the June 25th, 2025 nonthly neeting
m nut es.

CHAI R BECKETT: |Is there a second?

M5. OSBORNE: Elizabeth Gsborne,
second.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. As far as
any anmendnents to the mnutes, | will take the privilege
and start with two, | wll note for nenbers of the public
and others with us today in the neeting in this public
session, on Page 24, and this is within the Klickitat
County project, and just wanted to note that the word
gal l ons needs to be inserted on Page 24 there. It says
the ten thousand water cistern, so given this project is
on the governor's desk | just wanted to take our tine to
make a coupl e of tweaks here. On the bottom of Page 32
we were acknow edging Council Chiles arrival, and that

says, "acconpanied by a dry tear,"” and it should say "the
drive here." | just wanted to acknow edge Council Chiles
extra effort to be with us at the |last neeting. Wth
that said, that concludes ny friendly anendnents. Are

t here any ot her anendnents? Okay. Hearing none, with
that those two friendly amendnents, all those in favor of
adopting the m nutes as anended, please say aye.

MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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CHAI R BECKETT: Qpposed? The m nutes
are adopted. W will nove on to our projects. First up
Is the Kittitas Valley Wnd Project, M. Caseday.

MR. CASEDAY: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff. This is Jarred
Caseday wth EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley Wnd
Power project, we had nothing nonroutine to report for
t he peri od.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Mbving on
to WId Horse, Jennifer Galbraith.

M5. GALBRAI TH:  Thank you, Chair
Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the record, this
Is Jennifer Galbraith wth Puget Sound Energy
representing the Wld Horse Wnd Facility. Also on the
phone from PSE i s Spencer A nsworth, the plant nmanager of
WI!ld Horse, and Christina Donegan, from PSE
Communi cations. |'mgetting sone feedback.

CHAI R BECKETT: W can hear you okay
in the room

M5. GALBRAI TH: Ckay. Thank you. To
begin, for the June recording period, we have nothing
nonroutine to report. However, we would |ike to notify
and update the Council on danage to a wi nd turbine tower
that was recently discovered.

On the afternoon of Thursday, July 10th, PSE was

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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notified by the turbine manufacturer and mai nt enance
provider at WIld Horse of visible danage to a w nd
turbine tower. PSE inspected the tower froma safe

di stance and observed a crack | ocated just above the
flange of the first tower section. W deenergized the
wind turbine and circuit and initiated the site energency
response pl an.

Enmergency responders fromKittitas Valley Fire &
Rescue and the Departnent of Natural Resources Kittitas
Fire Unit were dispatched to the site to assess the
situation, and are currently on standby in the event of
tower failure.

Safety is our top priority, and we have tenporarily
cl osed the site to public access, including the visitor
center. W have added 24/7 security staged at the main
entrance to WIld Horse and roving throughout the
facility. PSE is nonitoring the turbine 24/7, and in the
event of tower failure energency response wll be
initiated i medi atel y.

We are actively analyzing options and gat hering nore
I nformati on and partnership with the manufacturer to
safely deconm ssion the tower. W wll share additional
information with EFSEC as we | earn nore.

As | nmentioned, Spencer A nsworth and Christina

Donegan from PSE are also on the line and will answer any

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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gquestions the Council may have. Thank you.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you for the
update. | amgoing to begin with a quick question. |
just want to reconfirm the crack that was found was part
of a reqgqular inspection of the facility, correct? An
ongoi ng routine inspection, correct?

MR. Al NSWORTH: That's correct.

CHAI R BECKETT: Ckay. Appreciate
that. Are there other questions or comments from
Council? GCkay. Hearing none we will nove on then and
just to confirmwth PSE, that concludes your comments,
correct?

M5. GALBRAI TH: That's correct.

CHAI R BECKETT: Moving on to the
Chehalis Generation Facility, Jereny Smth.

M5. RANDOLPH: Chair Beckett, this is
Sara Randol ph. | didn't hear Jereny on the line so |
wi |l go ahead and give the update.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you.

M5. RANDOLPH. Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Sara Randol ph,
site specialist for Chehalis. The facility update is
provided in your packet. There are no nonroutine updates
to report.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Mbving on

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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to Grays Harbor Energy Center, and | believe we had Chris
Sherin at the tine of roll call. M. Sherin, are you
W th us?

MR. SHERIN: Yes. (Good afternoon,
Chair Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the nonth of
June Grays Harbor Energy Center didn't have any
nonroutine itens to report.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very nuch.
Movi ng on to Col unbia Solar, Ms. Drachenberg.

M5. DRACHENBERG  Good afternoon,
Chair, EFSEC Council, and Staff. This is Elizabeth
Drachenberg for Col unbia Solar and there were no
nonroutine updates to report for this period.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Mbving on
to the Colunbia Generating Station, M. LaPorte.

MR. LAPORTE: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Josh LaPorte
representing Colunbia Generating Station and Washi ngton
Nucl ear Projects 1/4. The facility updates are included
i n your packets for both sites. There are no nonroutine
updates to report for the nonth of June.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very mnuch.
Moving on to Goose Prairie. M. Jia, are you with us
now?

MR, JIA  Yes. Nelson Jia here.

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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Apologies. | got pulled into an inportant neeting during
roll call so | think I mssed ny nane then.

CHAI R BECKETT: No problem

MR. JIA: So apologies on that, but
|"' m here now.

For the nonth of June generation was | ooking strong.

We had al nost 25 gigawatt hours generation for the nonth.
There were continued AC breaker issues, but we did
replace those on the inverters. |It's still an ongoing
effort that we are working with Sungrow on that. O her
than that, no material updates from an environnental
conpl i ance or safety conpliance perspective. Thank you.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very much.
Moving on to Ostrea Sol ar.

MR. VOLTZ: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, Council nenbers, and Staff, Jon Voltz
representing -- Cypress Creek Renewabl es representing
Ostrea Solar. Construction is continuing to progress.
Roads are conplete for the course of construction. The
remai ni ng percentage will be finished after the heavy
traffic is concluded. Piles and rack installation is
underway. Sol ar nodul es began to be received | ast nonth
and are currently being installed. The security fence is
al nost done 80 percent of the way. AC cable trenching is

conplete. The overhead lines fromthe east to west

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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parcels are conplete, with only mninmal renmaining work to
be done. Substation construction is underway with all
foundati ons conplete, and structural steel erection

ongoi ng.

From the environnmental perspective there is nothing
nonroutine to report for the period. Thank you.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thanks for the update,
very much. Moving on to Carriger Solar, Joanne Snarski .

M5. SNARSKI: Thank you, Chair Beckett
and Council nenbers. For the record, this is Joanne
Snarski, the sitting specialist for the proposed Carriger
Solar facility in Klickitat County.

On June 25th, 2025, the Council voted to send a
recomendation to approve the Carriger Solar facility.
That recommendati on was sent to the Governor's office the
follow ng day. Governor Ferguson has 60 days, or until
August 25th, to review your reconmmendation and all the
supporting docunentati on.

To date, we have not had any response or request
fromhis office. That's all | have.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Mbving on
to the Horse Heaven project update.

M5. MOON. Thank you. Good afternoon,
Chair Beckett and EFSEC Council nenbers, Any Moon, Horse
Heaven Wnd project. As a refresher, the Site

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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Certification Agreenent, or SCA, requires the certificate
hol der work with the Preoperational Technical Advisory

G oup, which is known as the PTAG to neet the conditions
of the SCA articles, 4C mtigation neasures, and 4G PTAG
as well as the Spec 5 mtigation neasure.

The certificate holder, just as a rem nder, is Scout
Cl ean Energy, submtted a recommendation to the EFSEC
director on July 7th regarding mtigati on neasures Spec
5, which is the ferrugi nous hawk. The certificate
hol der's recommendati on outlined their proposed | ocations
for infrastructure placenent within the siting corridors
to neet the conditions of Spec 5. And a conpani on
docunent was al so received fromthe PTAG facilitator,
whi ch presents both the Spec 5 recommendati on areas of
agreenent, as well as the areas of disagreenent.

EFSEC staff are reviewing the certificate holder's
SPEC 5 mitigation reconmmendation, as well as the
facilitator's report and conpani on docunents associ at ed
with the PTAG Spec 5 discussions, this is a nouthful, and
EFSEC staff are reviewng that certificate holder's
recommendati on and supporting docunentation fromthe PTAG
facilitator and will provide the Council nore detail ed
i nformati on when we have conpl eted our review.

Do you have any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Counci | ?

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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MR. PAMPLIN. Wen do you anticipate
that analysis to be conpl ete?

M5. MOON. We are working on it
actively now and we certainly hope to have nore
information to bring to the Council in August.

MR PAMPLIN. Ckay thank you.

CHAI R BECKETT: Comments? Questions?
Ckay. Moving on to Hop Hi Il Solar, M. Barnes.

MR. BARNES: Thank you, Chair Beckett
and EFSEC Council nenbers, this is John Barnes, EFSEC
Staff for Hop Hill application. W continue to
coordi nate and review the applications wth our
contractors, contracted agencies, and tribal governnents.
Are there any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: There are none.

MR. BARNES: | am-- | see that
Wal lula Gap is not on the schedule but | amprepared to
update on that as well.

CHAI R BECKETT: Actually go ahead.
was going to bring it up at the end. Thanks for flagging
that. You are on, anything on Wallula Gap?

MR, BARNES: Thank you, Chair Beckett
and Council nenbers, this is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff for
the Wal lula Gap application. On July 7th, 2025, EFSEC

received results of the traditional cultural properties

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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study that was conducted by the Yakama Nation. Staff are
currently reviewing the results of the study.

W are currently awaiting results of an application
addendum as a result of a site visit with the Departnent
of Ecol ogy and the applicant's wetland consultant Jeff
Gray that took place on June 24th, 2025. W continue to
coordinate and review with our -- coordinate the review
of the application with our contractors, contracting
agencies, and tribal governnents. Are there any
guestions?

CHAIR BECKETT: Not at this tine.
Thank you for flagging that. Myving on to the Gol deneye
BESS project, M. Snarski.

M5. SNARSKI: Again, this is Joanne
Snarski, the siting specialist for the proposed Gol deneye
battery energy storage facility in Skagit County. Staff
are continuing to work with our partnering agencies to
review and seek information on the application for site
certification. Staff are also currently focused on our
work with the Washi ngton Departnent of Fish and Wldlife
on clarifying issues related to a drainage ditch within
the project boundary to the adjacent Townsend Creek.
Townsend Creek feeds directly into Skagit River and is
therefore high priority. | have no further updates.

CHAI R BECKETT: Very well. Thank you.

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com
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Moving on to the Transm ssion Programmti c Environnent al
| npact Statenent, M. G eene.

MR. GREENE: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett and Council nenbers. This is Sean G eene, SEPA
specialist for EFSEC. Since the last Council neeting
EFSEC staff held a neeting with Departnent of Ecology to
di scuss the relationshi p between our transn ssion
programmatic EI'S and the Wnd Sol ar and G een Hei ghts
programmati c EI Ss that Ecol ogy has recently published.

As a result, EFSEC is naking several changes to our
transm ssion programmatic EIS to nmake sure that the
term nol ogy and structure used anong the vari ous
progranmatic EISs are nore consi stent.

EFSEC staff continues to work with our consultants
at WP to nmake edits, revisions, and refinenents to the
draft programmatic EIS, including a digital version of
this progranmatic EIS, that wll be posted online titled
as PE Programmati c.

We currently anticipate publishing the final
progranmatic EIS in | ate Septenber 2025. Are there any
guestions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Council, questions?
Comrents on that inportant work com ng forward? All
right. Very well. Thanks for the update, including the

expected tineline.

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

EFSEC 2025 Monthly Meetings

Monthly Meeting - July, - July 16, 2025 Page 21

Movi ng on to Badger Mountain, Joanne Snarski .

M5. SNARSKI: Thank you. Once again,
this is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the
proposed Badger Muntain Solar facility in Dougl as
County. Back in April, | presented an application
extension request to the Council on behalf of this
project. The initial request was made to extend the
review period until further notice. During the April
neeting, Staff recomended the Council approve an
extension through the end of July in anticipation of the
June update fromthe applicant.

As we have approached this tine frane, the director
of siting conpliance, Ms. Haf keneyer and nyself have been
I n comuni cation with the devel oper to seek information
on their intentions to pursue or not the Badger Mountain
appl i cation.

During our initial conversation, they indicated they
did not want to withdraw the application. W requested
that they identify the factors that they are eval uati ng,
and provide us with the tinmefranes wthin which they hope
to conplete their assessnent for continuation.

We expect to have this information for the Council's
review at the August Council neeting. | have no further
updat es.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, for that
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update. And | guess | would just enphasize the updates

i nclude the query we all seek kind of on the path ahead,
and just want to affirmthe inportance of that not only
to Council but also the Staff on behalf of the nenbers of
many of the different constituencies watching this
project, including the applicant. Certainly encourage
Staff to continue their existing work on that plan you
just laid out. Thank you.

Movi ng on, we have a new update on the Small Modul ar
Reactor, Anmy Moon will provide that kickoff.

M5. MOON: Thank you, Chair Beckett
and EFSEC Council nenbers. EFSEC is working with Energy
Nort hwest, and Energy Northwest for just a rem nder, has
the Colunbia Generating Station over in Tri-Cities, so we
are working with Energy Northwest in a preapplication
capacity to establish coordination between EFSEC, Energy
Nort hwest, the Nucl ear Regul atory Conm ssion, as well as
t he Federal Departnment of Energy.

This preapplication coordination is for a proposed
new nucl ear project for an advanced reactor, which is
also referred to as a small nodul ar reactor. This
coordination is to help Energy Northwest be better
prepared to submt a conplete application at a future
date. EFSEC Staff will continue to update the Council as

we nove through this preapplication phase.
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Does the Council have any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Council have any
gquestions at this stage? It's the beginning of an
I nportant road ahead.

M5. MOON: It is, and we are excited
to be in this preapplication period so that we are all
better informed and can nove forward.

CHAI R BECKETT: That's an inportant
consideration to be taken into account. Thank you in
that regard. Ckay, that conpletes our project updates
for this particular neeting.

And we do have -- our next itemis the Council
del egation of authority to the EFSEC director. Qur
director is Sonia Bunpus, who, | believe, has an opening
coment here in a nonent.

| will note for Council nmenbers of public that I
mentioned in the last neeting that | will continue to
help facilitate initial presentation and di scussi on and
then given | wll recuse nyself froma vote or
del i beration on the particulars, including the provision
that for sone has a connections to the Horse Heaven
project, fromwhich | recused nyself. | wll again
recuse nyself fromaction on this del egati on of
authority, and exercise ny right as the chair to request

to delegate the Chair's authority in this case. Council
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Brewst er has nmade a personal favor of going to serve in
that role where the Council wants to take this issue, and
Ms. Brewster will serve as the Chair in any action to be
t aken.

So wth that |ong preface, D rector Bunpus over to
you.

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: Thank you, Chair
Beckett and Council nenbers. | appreciate the
opportunity to talk about the del egation of authority
pol i cy update.

At the June Council neeting, | provided an update
relative to draft Policy 16-01, which del egates authority
to the Director to approve the construction and operation
facility plans that are identified in our site
certificate agreenents.

So toreiterate, this policy is a |ongstanding
policy. |It's been in place for many, many years, prior
even to ny tine at EFSEC, and was in place during ny
predecessor's tine at EFSEC, who al so revi ewed and
approved plans on behalf of the Council under this
policy.

The purpose of this action is to update the policy
to reflect the statutory changes that were in effect,
becane effective in June of 2022, where EFSEC becane an

I ndependent agency.
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It also is updated to include specific plans that we
are now seeing as requirenents in the site certification
agreenents that we have issued recently, and that we
expect wll be working on in the future, so it does
contain updates to reflect the current |andscape of the
work that we are doing for the projects that we are
seei ng today.

Staff posted the revised policy for public comment
prior to the June neeting, and given the substantive
comments that we received, | proposed at the June neeting
that we give us sone additional tinme to post a track
changes version of the draft policy, and that we take
this up in July, which is what we are doi ng today.

The comments that we received prior to the June
public nmeeting expressed frustration with the fact that
we hadn't put out a redlined version of the draft policy
that was noted by commenters. There was al so sone
confusi on about whether or not it was a new or existing
policy. So since that tine, we have posted -- we took
the opportunity actually to nmake sone further edits to
the policy. W published that for comment prior to this
neeting. It was a short comment period. W did not have
alot of time to prepare prior to this neeting, so | do
acknow edge that, but fortunately we did get, | think,

sone very good participation fromthe public, even though
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it was a short public comment period. And it |ooks |ike
we received nine comments on this nbst recent comrent
peri od.

So now what we are |ooking at is a group of comments
that we received in June, and then publishing a refined
version that showed the policy and track changes, and
anot her conmment period this nonth, and so now as of today
we have reviewed the comments fromthe June public
comment period, the July public coment period, and we
have al so had our |legal teamdo a | egal analysis of the
coments we received fromboth of those comment peri ods.
That information was provided to the Council in a
confidential neno.

So just a couple of remarks in addition, based off
havi ng reviewed the coments that we nore recently
received this nonth. A lot of the comments were simlar
to what we heard in the first comment period, you know,
substantial concerns wth the opportunity for public
I nput as part of the plan review process, the
appropri ateness of the Council delegating this authority
to the Director, and so | wanted to make a couple
clarifying remarks about that.

The first is that, again, it's a |ongstandi ng
policy. W have operated in this way for nmany, nany

years. That aside, though, the purpose of this policy is
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to allow the Director to vet the plans, to ensure that
they are consistent with the terns and conditions that
this Council stipulates and prescribes in the site
certificate agreenent at issue.

And | want to point that out, and | want to
enphasi ze that because the plans that we have in pl ace
for our facilities their contents are outlined in rules.
Rul es that many of which EFSEC pronul gates from ot her
agencies, |ike the Departnent of Ecol ogy. So, for
I nstance, the Stormnater Pollution Prevention Plan, is a
st ormnvat er managenent plan that facilities have to have
when they have an NPDES permt. The plan has details in
there about the best practices for nmanagi ng stormater,
preventing stormnvater pollution and things |like this, and
the who and the what and the how. That is the
information that exists in rules. | amnot creating new
st andards, new policies, new requirenents when | review
these plans. They exist in rules.

The SCA includes any other terns and conditions,

I ncl udi ng these other requirenents, but any other
additional ternms and conditions that this decisionnmaking
body prescribes. So |I'mlooking at these plans to ensure
that they neet those requirenents, those standards, and
those rules, and then also that they are conpliant and

consistent wwth what is in the site certification
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agreenment that this Council approves. And so | hope -- |
offer that as sone additional remarks in hopes of
clarifying for the public what this del egation of
authority is. It is not allowing ne to, you know, create
or incorporate whatever it is | may cone up with., It is
prescribed. It is based off of what this Council decides
when it nakes its recommendation for that particul ar

proj ect .

So with that, | did want to just point out we have
Zack Packer here, who spoke with Jon Thonpson, and is
famliar with the |l egal advice nenb, so he is here to
answer questions if there are any fromthe Council. And,
of course, |'m happy to answer any questions you have
about this update if it pleases the Council to take this
up today.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, Director
Bunmpus. So let nme just clarify that we will now turn to
Counci |l discussion of the briefing, and based on that, if
there's further, we will nove forward with the current
proposed action. | wll acknow edge that possibility and
so turn that to Council Brewster, but first, as was
noted, if there are comments, questions from Council,
| et' s have those now.

M5. BREWSTER: A nunber of the

commenters comented on what they perceived as a | ack of
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opportunity to view and then conmment on the plan. Can
you address that when an opportunity for themto comrent
woul d be?

DI RECTOR BUMPUS:  So let nme see if |
can make the answer succinct. So during the application
review process, the site, what we call -- what we refer
to as the siting process, there are multiple
opportunities for public comments on the application,
| and use consistency, as part of the environnental review
under the State Environnental Policy Act. |[If there is an
adj udi cation there's like a public conmment opportunity as
part of the adjudicative hearing, plus all of the
i nformati on that those processes thenselves offer.

So within our siting process, there are nmultiple
opportunities for the public to provide input into the
envi ronnmental review and what issues need to be addressed
for the Council to consider for the site certification
agr eenent .

And so what | would say is that post site
certification, once you have issued a site certification
agreenent, just to get to the place of issuing a site
certification agreenent you have held multiple, nmultiple
opportunities for public comment about the conditions,
all of the requirenents, the mtigation neasures, any of

the conditions and terns that the Council is considering,

253.627.6401 BALITIGATION . schedule@balitigation.com




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

EFSEC 2025 Monthly Meetings
Monthly Meeting - July, - July 16, 2025 Page 30

those are all put out for the public to comrent on. So |
woul d say that by the tinme you are at post SCA i ssuance
and you have a specific plan, like -- | will just use the
same exanple of a stormnater pollution prevention plan,
you are going to do comment as part of your stornmater
permt. That's sonething that we typically are doing.
You are going to get comments on the permt, but the
plan, what's required in the plan is already stipul ated
inthe rules. And the plan's job really is to refl ect
what ever those other conditions are that you have
outlined for construction and operation. So | would just
say that | think the opportunity for public input, while
It -- while we are not planning to do it on each discreet
plan, the siting process it's baked into that, and if
there are conditions that need to eventually live in a
pl an those have gone through a public conmment process.
And | don't know if Zack wants to add to that
because the | egal perspective nmay be different, but |
think that when -- by the tine we get to a SCA i ssuance,
we just organically have had | ots of input into what the
terns and conditions for that facility are going to be,
and these plans are just a place where they are going to
live so that the people that are constructing and
operating at the facility know what to do for those

particular activities.
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MR. PACKER | wouldn't say that |
have a whole lot to add froma | egal perspective, but
this is how does the Council operate question. | have
just offered that having reviewed the comments fromthis
round, | didn't see anything that woul d change the
analysis in the neno that was shared with the staff
earlier this nonth, but I would be happy to tal k about
| egal considerations in nore detail on any of these
pi eces, including in an executive session if appropriate.

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: Did that answer your
guesti on?

M5. BREWSTER: So what |I'mhearing is
during the siting process, so during the devel opnent of
the SCA, if a nenber of the public had specific issues
with what goes in the plans they woul d be eval uating that
when the draft SCA is out to the public?

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: So sone applicants
in the past that | have worked with have submtted draft
versions of their plans as part of their application for
site certification. The conpl eteness of the plans during
that tinme usually devel opers may be at 40 to 60 percent
design, so typically the plans are going to be in very
rough draft format that point, and so there is -- there
are -- there have been cases where | would call -- we

wer e doi ng public comment on an application for site
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certification and there were actually draft plans in the
appendi ces of what we received, but not all devel opers do
that. They are required in our rules for the ASCto
identify all of the permts and authorizations, whether
they are local, state, federal, that they trigger, that
they would require for what they are proposing to do, and
so that's usually where all the plans are listed and
identified, you know, where they are recognizing | know
need this permt and | amgoing to need this, but we
don't always have drafts of the plans.

One thing that | did think of after ny initial
remarks is that there is also the discretionary piece of
that that we have carved out a bit nore in its scope,
which is where, in the current |anguage, if there are
concerns fromthird parties, other agencies, which was
al ready part of the original |anguage, the Director has
t he di sconnect discretion and take a plan to the Council
for approval. And | nention that because that certainly
woul d include public comment on that plan, if not just
the issue to be resol ved because the discretionary bit of
this policy is about in cases where the contents or the
requirenents for the plan aren't black and white, there
may be sonething that needs to be resol ved or answered
before we can determ ne exactly what needs to go in that

plan. So in a case where |'mexercising that discretion
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and taking it to the Council for you to weigh in under
the OPMA final actions require public cooment. So if we
were on that track, there would be a public coment
opportunity on that particular plan. But aside from
that, it would depend on if we have draft plans as part
of the application.

| don't know if that nmake senses, but | tired to
kind of partition those out there.

M5. BREWSTER:  Yes.

M5. HAFKEMEYER: If | coul d suppl enent
as well. W do identify typically in draft site
certification agreenents what the appropriate guidance
docunents are, so continuing the stormmvater exanple, we
will typically indicate if the Easter Wshi ngton
St ormnat er Manual or the Western Washi ngt on St or mnat er
Manual is appropriate so that it's very clear what
gui dance docunents apply to the plans listed in the SCA.
And when the drafts are out for public comment, where
EFSEC has indicated additional conditions in addition to
what is typically required in those gui dance manual s,
there is opportunity for the public to identify if they
thi nk an additional condition should be added in the SCA
that we hadn't already had | anguage for.

CHAI R BECKETT: Are there other

comments or questions from Council nenbers? Council
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Levitt?

MR, LEVITT: Good afternoon. | guess
| would reiterate that since I have been a Council nenber
it does seemthat EFSEC has received consistent feedback
that our comment periods do not provide enough tine for
feedback. That's been on a variety of projects, a
variety of different docunments during the years that |
have been on the Council. Does EFSEC -- | nean, and |
t hi nk that feedback for both the Council and Staff and
Managers, but do you have any thoughts on the ways that
Counci | and EFSEC Staff could inprove our public coment
process?

D RECTOR BUMPUS: Thank you for the
question. Yes, | do think that there are opportunities
for us to inprove the public coment process. W have
several public coment mlestones that are part of our
siting process, but with the changes to the OPMA in 2022,
we have -- we have, | guess you could say, tried
different things with respect to incorporating public
coment on all of the final actions. | think that has
been even nore of a challenge in these recent years
because of our increased project workload. W have nore
actions now than we did several years ago, and | think
that that's part of what we are seeing here with the

limted public comment opportunities, but | do think that
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I's an ongoing internal discussion that we are talking
about with our | egal counsel as to how we can be nore
efficient, but still ensure that we are all owi ng adequate
time for notice of public comment periods that are
com ng, and adequate tinme for the public comment periods
t hensel ves. W do recognize that it's a challenge, and
we haven't arrived at a fix yet, but there are nany ideas
for how we can inprove it. It is a very high priority
for us to inplenent changes within the next couple of
nmonths to inprove this. Not just because of the comments
on this particular action, but as you said Council Menber
Levitt, for the other comments we have received in recent
years about this.

CHAI R BECKETT: Appreciate that,
Di rector Bunpus, and agree with the high prioritization
that you are taking with this.

Council Levitt, let nme check if you had other

comrents or questions. | will note that we coul d hear
you but there was feedback on your end that | just wanted

to flag for you in case you had other questions or

coment s.

MR LEVITT: No. | don't think I have
any other questions. | guess | would offer nyself up as
a nenber -- or a Council nenber that could certainly be a

soundi ng board if Staff or Managers wanted to tal k about
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I deas. At Departnent of Ecology | would say our average
m ni mum for a public comment period is usually two weeks,
and then there are many comrent periods that are even

| onger. For exanple, we do have a clean energy siting
group and they just put out a docunent that's open for a
month for public comment. And so, yeah, definitely
sonething | track at our agency and worki ng on various

things, and I'minterested in providing nore feedback on

this topic.

CHAI R BECKETT: Gkay. Thank you,
Council. Is there comments or questions from Counci l
menber s?

MR. PAMPLIN. Two comments here, and |
really have already been expressed. | agree with the

concerns here about the public comment period, and so
appreciate the remarks, Director Bunpus, that you offered
about you are looking at this, and agree w th Counci l
Menber Levitt's idea and put ne in the canp of offering
to help where | can.

Readi ng the comments on this particular policy
docunent, as well as in other projects, we get frustrated
for the public to have those short w ndows of
opportunity, understand the statutory requirenent that
also that's a thing we can anticipate and try to build in

so hopefully we can provide nore appropriate public
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comrent |inks given the weight of the issue in front of
t he Council.

In terns of the content nerits of the proposed
revisions to the policy, it strikes ne as very
adm nistrative in nature, snapping sone of the |anguage
to the statutes that passed a few years ago, as well as
just clarifying sone of the plans. Al of this | ooks
downstreamto ne of the approval of the SCA, which is
ext ensi ve public comment on and goes through the process
at the Council and approved by the Council, and so for
those reasons |'m supportive of the revisions. Thanks.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, Council.

O her questions or comments from Council nenbers? Ckay.
Well, | guess |let ne know since Council Panplin started
to voice his view, | think about the policy, if you w sh
| woul d step back as Chair and desi gnate Council Brewster
as the acting Chair if Council w shes to proceed from
here, so | will turn it over to Council Brewster for any
further discussion and/or notions, et cetera for proposed
action.

CHAI R BREWSTER  Thank you. Wth no
further comments follow ng Director Bunpus' presentation,
Is there a notion to approve the clarifying anendnents to
EFSEC Policy 16.01, delegating certain plan approvals to
the EFSEC Director?
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MR. PAMPLIN. Ma'am Chair, | wll nove
that we approve the revisions to Policy 16-01 as
presented by Staff.

CHAIR BREWSTER And is there a
second?

MR. YOUNG Lenny Young, second.

CHAI R BREWSTER: W have a notion on
the table. Further discussion? GCkay. So hearing none,
we W ll go ahead and take a vote to approve the
clarifying anmendnents of EFSEC Policy 16-01. Al those
in favor say aye?

MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

(Note M. Levitt abstained fromvoting.)

CHAI R BREWSTER:  Opposed? Motion

carri es.
CHAI R BECKETT: And one abstention.
CHAI R BREWSTER: One abstenti on.
CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, Council
Br ewst er .
Ckay. | believe we have two other itens. First is

the cost allocation by Director Bunpus.

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: Thank you, Chair
Beckett and Council nmenbers. This is the nondirect cost
al l ocation of dates for first quarter fiscal year 2026.

For Col unbia Generating Station, 20 percent. Horse
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Heaven, 15 percent. Chehalis, six percent. Gays Harbor
1 and 2, six percent. Carriger Solar, six percent.

ol deneye, five percent. Hop HlIl, five percent.

Wal lula Gap, five percent. Wautoma, five percent.

Col unbi a Solar, four percent. Ostrea, four percent.
Goose Prairie, four percent. Kittitas Valley, four
percent. WId Horse Wnd, four percent. WP 1, three
percent. Badger Muntain, two percent, H gh Top, two

per cent .

And | just wanted to note for the Council that with
the term nation of Desert ClaimSCA that's why you do
not see themin the nondirect cost allocation
di stribution.

Are there any questions about the cost allocation?

CHAI R BECKETT: Council nenbers,
anything for the Director? Gkay. Hearing none we w ||
nove on to our next and last item formal item anyway
today, new stuff introduction by Director Bunpus.

DI RECTOR BUWPUS: kay. Well, so |
want to introduce and public, and we are very, very happy
to wel cone Nabila Gones. She is our new director of our
adm ni strative division her at EFSEC. She cones to us
froma very |large agency, Commerce. 1|'mgoing to
definitely give her an opportunity to add in whatever she

woul d |i ke, but she has substantial experience in lien
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practices, policy, rulemaking. W are -- | could go on
and on, but she has just a very broad skill set that is

very much needed here at EFSEC for all of the work we are
doi ng, including one of the things we just tal ked about,
whi ch was around i nproving process around public comment.
So wel conme Nabila, and we are very happy to have you here
as part of the EFSEC t eam

M5. GOVES: M nane is Nabila Gones.
| cane to EFSEC from O C, deputy operations over at the
O fice of the Insurance Comm ssioner. Prior to that, |
was managi ng director of operations over at the
Departnent of Commrerce. Before com ng to Washi ngton
State, | was responsi ble for scheduling about 13,000 Iike
mlitary-related activities for all of the activities --
for all of the -- for any training activities in the
south of Alps, so |l was in Italy for four years working
within the training command and doing all of their
scheduling. And before that | was with the Corps of
Engi neers, and so | was responsi ble for a | arge anount of
mlitary contracts, going through all of their submttals
and everything, anything related to mlitary construction
for the WIimngton District in North Carolina and the
special ops there. | was responsible for or it went over
nmy desk at sone point in tine.

My specialty is in adm nistration, operations, and
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just stream ining processes inprovenent, and that's
really where | geek out essentially. And they have been
nore than wel com ng, but hopefully | can bring that to
the team as wel | .

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, both, and,
Nabi | a, welcone. You have a lot of inportant work on
your desk. It ultimately affects all of us, as well as
our connection obligations to our public and ot her key
constituents, so wel cone.

Any comments from Council? Just a collective
wel cone fromthe Council.

Director Bunpus, are there any other itens or
cl osing comments of an informal nature or otherw se? |
Wil turn to the Council for simlar closing comments
before we do so.

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: Thank you. | have
not hi ng further.

CHAI R BECKETT: Ckay. Anything el se
fromour fellow Council nenbers? kay. Just one nonent.
And | will just read for the record and the public and
the nonent that Council Levitt would like the mnutes to
reflect that he abstained fromthe vote on Policy 16-01.
And | et ne just double check, Ms. Grantham | don't
believe that will change the passage of that?

M5. GRANTHAM  No.
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CHAI R BECKETT: So that policy is
still passed and adopted in the case by Chair Brewster,
and unl ess there's any comments to what | just nade,

t hanks for posting that in our Teans chat, Council
Levitt.

Any cl osing coimments? Ckay. Then we are adjourned
at 2:21. Thank you.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 2:21 p.m)
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Byers & Anderson, Inc. - ourt Reporters & Video
STATE OF WASHI NGTON ) I, Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR,
) ss a certified court reporter
County of Pierce ) in the State of Washi ngton, do

hereby certify:

That the foregoing Monthly Meeting of the Washi ngton
State Energy Facility Site Eval uation Council was conducted
in nmy presence and adjourned on July 16, 2025, and
thereafter was transcri bed under ny direction; that the

transcript is a full, true and conplete transcript of the
said neeting, transcribed to the best of ny ability;

That | amnot a relative, enployee, attorney, or
counsel of any party to this matter or relative or enployee
of any such attorney or counsel, and that | am not

financially interested in the said matter or the outcone
t her eof ;

I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny signature on
July 29, 2025.

/ s/ Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR
Certified Court Reporter No. 1932
(Certification expires 05/06/26.)
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 1                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.  This

 2   is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site

 3   Evaluation Council, and I'm calling our July 16, 2025

 4   meeting to order.

 5       Ms. Grantham, if you would call our roll, please.

 6                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.

 7   Department of Commerce?

 8                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,

 9   present.

10                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Ecology?

11                     MR. LEVITT:  Eli Levitt, present.

12                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish and

13   Wildlife?

14                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin, present.

15                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural

16   Resources?

17                     MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, present.

18                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities &

19   Transportation Commission?

20                     MS. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster,

21   present.

22                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For Local Government

23   and Optional State Agencies for the For Hop Hill Project,

24   Benton County, Paul Krupin?

25       For the Carriger Solar project, Klickitat County,
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 1   Matt Chiles?

 2       For the Wallula Gap project, Benton County, Adam

 3   Fyall?

 4                     MR. FYALL:  Adam Fyall is here, thank

 5   you.

 6                     MR. CHILES:  Matt Chiles, present.

 7                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 8       For the Goldeneye BESS for Skagit County, Robby

 9   Eckroth.

10                     MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.

11                     MS. GRANTHAM: Assistant Attorney

12   General, Jon Thompson?  Zack Packer?

13                     MR. PACKER:  Present.

14                     MS. GRANTHAM: Talia Thuet?

15       For EFSEC staff, I will call those anticipated to

16   speak today.  Sonia Bumpus?

17                     MS. BUMPUS:  Present.

18                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Ami Hafkemeyer?

19                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.

20                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon?

21                     MS. MOON:  Present.

22                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph?

23                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.

24                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene?

25                     MR. GREENE:  Present.
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 1                     MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes?

 2                     MR. BARNES:  Present.

 3                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.

 4                     MS. SNARSKI:  Present.

 5                     MS. GRANTHAM: Nabila Gomes:

 6                     MS. GOMES:  Present.

 7                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For Operational

 8   Updates, Kittitas Valley Wind project?

 9                     MR. CASEDAY:  Jarred Caseday, present.

10                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Wild Horse Wind Power

11   project?

12                     MS GALBRAITH:  Jennifer Galbraith,

13   present.

14                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Grays Harbor Energy

15   Center?

16                     MR. SHERIN:  Chris Sherin, present.

17                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Chehalis Generation

18   Facility?

19                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Sara Randolph, present.

20                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Generating

21   Station?

22                     MR. LAPORTE:  Josh LaPorte, present.

23                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Solar?

24                     MS. DRACHENBERG:  Elizabeth

25   Drachenberg, present.

0009

 1                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Goose Prairie Solar?

 2   Ostrea Solar?

 3                     MR. VOLTZ:  Jon Voltz, present.

 4                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Is there anyone online

 5   present for the Counsel for the Environment?

 6                     MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes, Sarah Reyneveld

 7   is present and my colleague Yuriy Korol.

 8                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Chair,

 9   there is a quorum for all councils.

10                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.

11   Members of the Council there is a proposed agenda before

12   us.  Is there a motion to adopt?

13                     MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, so moved.

14                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Second.

15                     MS. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster, second.

16                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, both.

17   Motion and a second has been put up.  Are there any

18   changes from the Council?  Hearing none, all those in

19   favor of adopting the agenda as proposed say aye.

20                     MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

21                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Agenda is

22   adopted.

23       Moving on to our minutes, we have one set from our

24   last meeting on June 25th.  I would entertain a motion to

25   adopt these.  Is there such a motion?
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 1                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair, I will move

 2   that we approve the June 25th, 2025 monthly meeting

 3   minutes.

 4                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Is there a second?

 5                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,

 6   second.

 7                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  As far as

 8   any amendments to the minutes, I will take the privilege

 9   and start with two, I will note for members of the public

10   and others with us today in the meeting in this public

11   session, on Page 24, and this is within the Klickitat

12   County project, and just wanted to note that the word

13   gallons needs to be inserted on Page 24 there.  It says

14   the ten thousand water cistern, so given this project is

15   on the governor's desk I just wanted to take our time to

16   make a couple of tweaks here.  On the bottom of Page 32

17   we were acknowledging Council Chiles arrival, and that

18   says, "accompanied by a dry tear," and it should say "the

19   drive here."  I just wanted to acknowledge Council Chiles

20   extra effort to be with us at the last meeting.  With

21   that said, that concludes my friendly amendments.  Are

22   there any other amendments?  Okay.  Hearing none, with

23   that those two friendly amendments, all those in favor of

24   adopting the minutes as amended, please say aye.

25                     MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.
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 1                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  The minutes

 2   are adopted.  We will move on to our projects.  First up

 3   is the Kittitas Valley Wind Project, Mr. Caseday.

 4                     MR. CASEDAY:  Good afternoon, Chair

 5   Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff.  This is Jarred

 6   Caseday with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley Wind

 7   Power project, we had nothing nonroutine to report for

 8   the period.

 9                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on

10   to Wild Horse, Jennifer Galbraith.

11                     MS. GALBRAITH:  Thank you, Chair

12   Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the record, this

13   is Jennifer Galbraith with Puget Sound Energy

14   representing the Wild Horse Wind Facility.  Also on the

15   phone from PSE is Spencer Ainsworth, the plant manager of

16   Wild Horse, and Christina Donegan, from PSE

17   Communications.  I'm getting some feedback.

18                     CHAIR BECKETT:  We can hear you okay

19   in the room.

20                     MS. GALBRAITH:  Okay.  Thank you.  To

21   begin, for the June recording period, we have nothing

22   nonroutine to report.  However, we would like to notify

23   and update the Council on damage to a wind turbine tower

24   that was recently discovered.

25       On the afternoon of Thursday, July 10th, PSE was
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 1   notified by the turbine manufacturer and maintenance

 2   provider at Wild Horse of visible damage to a wind

 3   turbine tower.  PSE inspected the tower from a safe

 4   distance and observed a crack located just above the

 5   flange of the first tower section.  We deenergized the

 6   wind turbine and circuit and initiated the site emergency

 7   response plan.

 8       Emergency responders from Kittitas Valley Fire &

 9   Rescue and the Department of Natural Resources Kittitas

10   Fire Unit were dispatched to the site to assess the

11   situation, and are currently on standby in the event of

12   tower failure.

13       Safety is our top priority, and we have temporarily

14   closed the site to public access, including the visitor

15   center.  We have added 24/7 security staged at the main

16   entrance to Wild Horse and roving throughout the

17   facility.  PSE is monitoring the turbine 24/7, and in the

18   event of tower failure emergency response will be

19   initiated immediately.

20       We are actively analyzing options and gathering more

21   information and partnership with the manufacturer to

22   safely decommission the tower.  We will share additional

23   information with EFSEC as we learn more.

24       As I mentioned, Spencer Ainsworth and Christina

25   Donegan from PSE are also on the line and will answer any
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 1   questions the Council may have.  Thank you.

 2                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

 3   update.  I am going to begin with a quick question.  I

 4   just want to reconfirm, the crack that was found was part

 5   of a regular inspection of the facility, correct?  An

 6   ongoing routine inspection, correct?

 7                     MR. AINSWORTH:  That's correct.

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Appreciate

 9   that.  Are there other questions or comments from

10   Council?  Okay.  Hearing none we will move on then and

11   just to confirm with PSE, that concludes your comments,

12   correct?

13                     MS. GALBRAITH:  That's correct.

14                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Moving on to the

15   Chehalis Generation Facility, Jeremy Smith.

16                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Chair Beckett, this is

17   Sara Randolph.  I didn't hear Jeremy on the line so I

18   will go ahead and give the update.

19                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

20                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, Chair

21   Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Sara Randolph,

22   site specialist for Chehalis.  The facility update is

23   provided in your packet.  There are no nonroutine updates

24   to report.

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on
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 1   to Grays Harbor Energy Center, and I believe we had Chris

 2   Sherin at the time of roll call.  Mr. Sherin, are you

 3   with us?

 4                     MR. SHERIN:  Yes.  Good afternoon,

 5   Chair Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the month of

 6   June Grays Harbor Energy Center didn't have any

 7   nonroutine items to report.

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.

 9   Moving on to Columbia Solar, Ms. Drachenberg.

10                     MS. DRACHENBERG:  Good afternoon,

11   Chair, EFSEC Council, and Staff.  This is Elizabeth

12   Drachenberg for Columbia Solar and there were no

13   nonroutine updates to report for this period.

14                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on

15   to the Columbia Generating Station, Mr. LaPorte.

16                     MR. LAPORTE:  Good afternoon, Chair

17   Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Josh LaPorte

18   representing Columbia Generating Station and Washington

19   Nuclear Projects 1/4.  The facility updates are included

20   in your packets for both sites.  There are no nonroutine

21   updates to report for the month of June.

22                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.

23   Moving on to Goose Prairie.  Mr. Jia, are you with us

24   now?

25                     MR. JIA:  Yes.  Nelson Jia here.
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 1   Apologies.  I got pulled into an important meeting during

 2   roll call so I think I missed my name then.

 3                     CHAIR BECKETT:  No problem.

 4                     MR. JIA:  So apologies on that, but

 5   I'm here now.

 6       For the month of June generation was looking strong.

 7   We had almost 25 gigawatt hours generation for the month.

 8   There were continued AC breaker issues, but we did

 9   replace those on the inverters.  It's still an ongoing

10   effort that we are working with Sungrow on that.  Other

11   than that, no material updates from an environmental

12   compliance or safety compliance perspective.  Thank you.

13                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.

14   Moving on to Ostrea Solar.

15                     MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair

16   Beckett, Council members, and Staff, Jon Voltz

17   representing -- Cypress Creek Renewables representing

18   Ostrea Solar.  Construction is continuing to progress.

19   Roads are complete for the course of construction.  The

20   remaining percentage will be finished after the heavy

21   traffic is concluded.  Piles and rack installation is

22   underway.  Solar modules began to be received last month

23   and are currently being installed.  The security fence is

24   almost done 80 percent of the way.  AC cable trenching is

25   complete.  The overhead lines from the east to west
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 1   parcels are complete, with only minimal remaining work to

 2   be done.  Substation construction is underway with all

 3   foundations complete, and structural steel erection

 4   ongoing.

 5       From the environmental perspective there is nothing

 6   nonroutine to report for the period.  Thank you.

 7                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thanks for the update,

 8   very much.  Moving on to Carriger Solar, Joanne Snarski.

 9                     MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

10   and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne

11   Snarski, the sitting specialist for the proposed Carriger

12   Solar facility in Klickitat County.

13       On June 25th, 2025, the Council voted to send a

14   recommendation to approve the Carriger Solar facility.

15   That recommendation was sent to the Governor's office the

16   following day.  Governor Ferguson has 60 days, or until

17   August 25th, to review your recommendation and all the

18   supporting documentation.

19       To date, we have not had any response or request

20   from his office.  That's all I have.

21                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on

22   to the Horse Heaven project update.

23                     MS. MOON:  Thank you.  Good afternoon,

24   Chair Beckett and EFSEC Council members, Amy Moon, Horse

25   Heaven Wind project.  As a refresher, the Site
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 1   Certification Agreement, or SCA, requires the certificate

 2   holder work with the Preoperational Technical Advisory

 3   Group, which is known as the PTAG, to meet the conditions

 4   of the SCA articles, 4C mitigation measures, and 4G PTAG,

 5   as well as the Spec 5 mitigation measure.

 6       The certificate holder, just as a reminder, is Scout

 7   Clean Energy, submitted a recommendation to the EFSEC

 8   director on July 7th regarding mitigation measures Spec

 9   5, which is the ferruginous hawk.  The certificate

10   holder's recommendation outlined their proposed locations

11   for infrastructure placement within the siting corridors

12   to meet the conditions of Spec 5.  And a companion

13   document was also received from the PTAG facilitator,

14   which presents both the Spec 5 recommendation areas of

15   agreement, as well as the areas of disagreement.

16       EFSEC staff are reviewing the certificate holder's

17   SPEC 5 mitigation recommendation, as well as the

18   facilitator's report and companion documents associated

19   with the PTAG Spec 5 discussions, this is a mouthful, and

20   EFSEC staff are reviewing that certificate holder's

21   recommendation and supporting documentation from the PTAG

22   facilitator and will provide the Council more detailed

23   information when we have completed our review.

24       Do you have any questions?

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council?
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 1                     MR. PAMPLIN:  When do you anticipate

 2   that analysis to be complete?

 3                     MS. MOON:  We are working on it

 4   actively now and we certainly hope to have more

 5   information to bring to the Council in August.

 6                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Okay thank you.

 7                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Comments?  Questions?

 8   Okay.  Moving on to Hop Hill Solar, Mr. Barnes.

 9                     MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

10   and EFSEC Council members, this is John Barnes, EFSEC

11   Staff for Hop Hill application.  We continue to

12   coordinate and review the applications with our

13   contractors, contracted agencies, and tribal governments.

14   Are there any questions?

15                     CHAIR BECKETT:  There are none.

16                     MR. BARNES:  I am -- I see that

17   Wallula Gap is not on the schedule but I am prepared to

18   update on that as well.

19                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Actually go ahead.  I

20   was going to bring it up at the end.  Thanks for flagging

21   that.  You are on, anything on Wallula Gap?

22                     MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

23   and Council members, this is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff for

24   the Wallula Gap application.  On July 7th, 2025, EFSEC

25   received results of the traditional cultural properties
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 1   study that was conducted by the Yakama Nation.  Staff are

 2   currently reviewing the results of the study.

 3       We are currently awaiting results of an application

 4   addendum as a result of a site visit with the Department

 5   of Ecology and the applicant's wetland consultant Jeff

 6   Gray that took place on June 24th, 2025.  We continue to

 7   coordinate and review with our -- coordinate the review

 8   of the application with our contractors, contracting

 9   agencies, and tribal governments.  Are there any

10   questions?

11                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Not at this time.

12   Thank you for flagging that.  Moving on to the Goldeneye

13   BESS project, Ms. Snarski.

14                     MS. SNARSKI:  Again, this is Joanne

15   Snarski, the siting specialist for the proposed Goldeneye

16   battery energy storage facility in Skagit County.  Staff

17   are continuing to work with our partnering agencies to

18   review and seek information on the application for site

19   certification.  Staff are also currently focused on our

20   work with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife

21   on clarifying issues related to a drainage ditch within

22   the project boundary to the adjacent Townsend Creek.

23   Townsend Creek feeds directly into Skagit River and is

24   therefore high priority.  I have no further updates.

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you.
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 1   Moving on to the Transmission Programmatic Environmental

 2   Impact Statement, Mr. Greene.

 3                     MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair

 4   Beckett and Council members.  This is Sean Greene, SEPA

 5   specialist for EFSEC.  Since the last Council meeting

 6   EFSEC staff held a meeting with Department of Ecology to

 7   discuss the relationship between our transmission

 8   programmatic EIS and the Wind Solar and Green Heights

 9   programmatic EISs that Ecology has recently published.

10       As a result, EFSEC is making several changes to our

11   transmission programmatic EIS to make sure that the

12   terminology and structure used among the various

13   programmatic EISs are more consistent.

14       EFSEC staff continues to work with our consultants

15   at WSP to make edits, revisions, and refinements to the

16   draft programmatic EIS, including a digital version of

17   this programmatic EIS, that will be posted online titled

18   as PE Programmatic.

19       We currently anticipate publishing the final

20   programmatic EIS in late September 2025.  Are there any

21   questions?

22                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, questions?

23   Comments on that important work coming forward?  All

24   right.  Very well.  Thanks for the update, including the

25   expected timeline.
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 1       Moving on to Badger Mountain, Joanne Snarski.

 2                     MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you.  Once again,

 3   this is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the

 4   proposed Badger Mountain Solar facility in Douglas

 5   County.  Back in April, I presented an application

 6   extension request to the Council on behalf of this

 7   project.  The initial request was made to extend the

 8   review period until further notice.  During the April

 9   meeting, Staff recommended the Council approve an

10   extension through the end of July in anticipation of the

11   June update from the applicant.

12       As we have approached this time frame, the director

13   of siting compliance, Ms. Hafkemeyer and myself have been

14   in communication with the developer to seek information

15   on their intentions to pursue or not the Badger Mountain

16   application.

17       During our initial conversation, they indicated they

18   did not want to withdraw the application.  We requested

19   that they identify the factors that they are evaluating,

20   and provide us with the timeframes within which they hope

21   to complete their assessment for continuation.

22       We expect to have this information for the Council's

23   review at the August Council meeting.  I have no further

24   updates.

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, for that
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 1   update.  And I guess I would just emphasize the updates

 2   include the query we all seek kind of on the path ahead,

 3   and just want to affirm the importance of that not only

 4   to Council but also the Staff on behalf of the members of

 5   many of the different constituencies watching this

 6   project, including the applicant.  Certainly encourage

 7   Staff to continue their existing work on that plan you

 8   just laid out.  Thank you.

 9       Moving on, we have a new update on the Small Modular

10   Reactor, Amy Moon will provide that kickoff.

11                     MS. MOON:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

12   and EFSEC Council members.  EFSEC is working with Energy

13   Northwest, and Energy Northwest for just a reminder, has

14   the Columbia Generating Station over in Tri-Cities, so we

15   are working with Energy Northwest in a preapplication

16   capacity to establish coordination between EFSEC, Energy

17   Northwest, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, as well as

18   the Federal Department of Energy.

19       This preapplication coordination is for a proposed

20   new nuclear project for an advanced reactor, which is

21   also referred to as a small modular reactor.  This

22   coordination is to help Energy Northwest be better

23   prepared to submit a complete application at a future

24   date.  EFSEC Staff will continue to update the Council as

25   we move through this preapplication phase.
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 1       Does the Council have any questions?

 2                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council have any

 3   questions at this stage?  It's the beginning of an

 4   important road ahead.

 5                     MS. MOON:  It is, and we are excited

 6   to be in this preapplication period so that we are all

 7   better informed and can move forward.

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  That's an important

 9   consideration to be taken into account.  Thank you in

10   that regard.  Okay, that completes our project updates

11   for this particular meeting.

12       And we do have -- our next item is the Council

13   delegation of authority to the EFSEC director.  Our

14   director is Sonia Bumpus, who, I believe, has an opening

15   comment here in a moment.

16       I will note for Council members of public that I

17   mentioned in the last meeting that I will continue to

18   help facilitate initial presentation and discussion and

19   then given I will recuse myself from a vote or

20   deliberation on the particulars, including the provision

21   that for some has a connections to the Horse Heaven

22   project, from which I recused myself.  I will again

23   recuse myself from action on this delegation of

24   authority, and exercise my right as the chair to request

25   to delegate the Chair's authority in this case.  Council

0024

 1   Brewster has made a personal favor of going to serve in

 2   that role where the Council wants to take this issue, and

 3   Ms. Brewster will serve as the Chair in any action to be

 4   taken.

 5       So with that long preface, Director Bumpus over to

 6   you.

 7                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you, Chair

 8   Beckett and Council members.  I appreciate the

 9   opportunity to talk about the delegation of authority

10   policy update.

11       At the June Council meeting, I provided an update

12   relative to draft Policy 16-01, which delegates authority

13   to the Director to approve the construction and operation

14   facility plans that are identified in our site

15   certificate agreements.

16       So to reiterate, this policy is a longstanding

17   policy.  It's been in place for many, many years, prior

18   even to my time at EFSEC, and was in place during my

19   predecessor's time at EFSEC, who also reviewed and

20   approved plans on behalf of the Council under this

21   policy.

22       The purpose of this action is to update the policy

23   to reflect the statutory changes that were in effect,

24   became effective in June of 2022, where EFSEC became an

25   independent agency.
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 1       It also is updated to include specific plans that we

 2   are now seeing as requirements in the site certification

 3   agreements that we have issued recently, and that we

 4   expect will be working on in the future, so it does

 5   contain updates to reflect the current landscape of the

 6   work that we are doing for the projects that we are

 7   seeing today.

 8       Staff posted the revised policy for public comment

 9   prior to the June meeting, and given the substantive

10   comments that we received, I proposed at the June meeting

11   that we give us some additional time to post a track

12   changes version of the draft policy, and that we take

13   this up in July, which is what we are doing today.

14       The comments that we received prior to the June

15   public meeting expressed frustration with the fact that

16   we hadn't put out a redlined version of the draft policy

17   that was noted by commenters.  There was also some

18   confusion about whether or not it was a new or existing

19   policy.  So since that time, we have posted -- we took

20   the opportunity actually to make some further edits to

21   the policy.  We published that for comment prior to this

22   meeting.  It was a short comment period.  We did not have

23   a lot of time to prepare prior to this meeting, so I do

24   acknowledge that, but fortunately we did get, I think,

25   some very good participation from the public, even though
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 1   it was a short public comment period.  And it looks like

 2   we received nine comments on this most recent comment

 3   period.

 4       So now what we are looking at is a group of comments

 5   that we received in June, and then publishing a refined

 6   version that showed the policy and track changes, and

 7   another comment period this month, and so now as of today

 8   we have reviewed the comments from the June public

 9   comment period, the July public comment period, and we

10   have also had our legal team do a legal analysis of the

11   comments we received from both of those comment periods.

12   That information was provided to the Council in a

13   confidential memo.

14       So just a couple of remarks in addition, based off

15   having reviewed the comments that we more recently

16   received this month.  A lot of the comments were similar

17   to what we heard in the first comment period, you know,

18   substantial concerns with the opportunity for public

19   input as part of the plan review process, the

20   appropriateness of the Council delegating this authority

21   to the Director, and so I wanted to make a couple

22   clarifying remarks about that.

23       The first is that, again, it's a longstanding

24   policy.  We have operated in this way for many, many

25   years.  That aside, though, the purpose of this policy is
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 1   to allow the Director to vet the plans, to ensure that

 2   they are consistent with the terms and conditions that

 3   this Council stipulates and prescribes in the site

 4   certificate agreement at issue.

 5       And I want to point that out, and I want to

 6   emphasize that because the plans that we have in place

 7   for our facilities their contents are outlined in rules.

 8   Rules that many of which EFSEC promulgates from other

 9   agencies, like the Department of Ecology.  So, for

10   instance, the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, is a

11   stormwater management plan that facilities have to have

12   when they have an NPDES permit.  The plan has details in

13   there about the best practices for managing stormwater,

14   preventing stormwater pollution and things like this, and

15   the who and the what and the how.  That is the

16   information that exists in rules.  I am not creating new

17   standards, new policies, new requirements when I review

18   these plans.  They exist in rules.

19       The SCA includes any other terms and conditions,

20   including these other requirements, but any other

21   additional terms and conditions that this decisionmaking

22   body prescribes.  So I'm looking at these plans to ensure

23   that they meet those requirements, those standards, and

24   those rules, and then also that they are compliant and

25   consistent with what is in the site certification
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 1   agreement that this Council approves.  And so I hope -- I

 2   offer that as some additional remarks in hopes of

 3   clarifying for the public what this delegation of

 4   authority is.  It is not allowing me to, you know, create

 5   or incorporate whatever it is I may come up with.  It is

 6   prescribed.  It is based off of what this Council decides

 7   when it makes its recommendation for that particular

 8   project.

 9       So with that, I did want to just point out we have

10   Zack Packer here, who spoke with Jon Thompson, and is

11   familiar with the legal advice memo, so he is here to

12   answer questions if there are any from the Council.  And,

13   of course, I'm happy to answer any questions you have

14   about this update if it pleases the Council to take this

15   up today.

16                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Director

17   Bumpus.  So let me just clarify that we will now turn to

18   Council discussion of the briefing, and based on that, if

19   there's further, we will move forward with the current

20   proposed action.  I will acknowledge that possibility and

21   so turn that to Council Brewster, but first, as was

22   noted, if there are comments, questions from Council,

23   let's have those now.

24                     MS. BREWSTER:  A number of the

25   commenters commented on what they perceived as a lack of
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 1   opportunity to view and then comment on the plan.  Can

 2   you address that when an opportunity for them to comment

 3   would be?

 4                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  So let me see if I

 5   can make the answer succinct.  So during the application

 6   review process, the site, what we call -- what we refer

 7   to as the siting process, there are multiple

 8   opportunities for public comments on the application,

 9   land use consistency, as part of the environmental review

10   under the State Environmental Policy Act.  If there is an

11   adjudication there's like a public comment opportunity as

12   part of the adjudicative hearing, plus all of the

13   information that those processes themselves offer.

14       So within our siting process, there are multiple

15   opportunities for the public to provide input into the

16   environmental review and what issues need to be addressed

17   for the Council to consider for the site certification

18   agreement.

19       And so what I would say is that post site

20   certification, once you have issued a site certification

21   agreement, just to get to the place of issuing a site

22   certification agreement you have held multiple, multiple

23   opportunities for public comment about the conditions,

24   all of the requirements, the mitigation measures, any of

25   the conditions and terms that the Council is considering,
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 1   those are all put out for the public to comment on.  So I

 2   would say that by the time you are at post SCA issuance

 3   and you have a specific plan, like -- I will just use the

 4   same example of a stormwater pollution prevention plan,

 5   you are going to do comment as part of your stormwater

 6   permit.  That's something that we typically are doing.

 7   You are going to get comments on the permit, but the

 8   plan, what's required in the plan is already stipulated

 9   in the rules.  And the plan's job really is to reflect

10   whatever those other conditions are that you have

11   outlined for construction and operation.  So I would just

12   say that I think the opportunity for public input, while

13   it -- while we are not planning to do it on each discreet

14   plan, the siting process it's baked into that, and if

15   there are conditions that need to eventually live in a

16   plan those have gone through a public comment process.

17       And I don't know if Zack wants to add to that

18   because the legal perspective may be different, but I

19   think that when -- by the time we get to a SCA issuance,

20   we just organically have had lots of input into what the

21   terms and conditions for that facility are going to be,

22   and these plans are just a place where they are going to

23   live so that the people that are constructing and

24   operating at the facility know what to do for those

25   particular activities.
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 1                     MR. PACKER:  I wouldn't say that I

 2   have a whole lot to add from a legal perspective, but

 3   this is how does the Council operate question.  I have

 4   just offered that having reviewed the comments from this

 5   round, I didn't see anything that would change the

 6   analysis in the memo that was shared with the staff

 7   earlier this month, but I would be happy to talk about

 8   legal considerations in more detail on any of these

 9   pieces, including in an executive session if appropriate.

10                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Did that answer your

11   question?

12                     MS. BREWSTER:  So what I'm hearing is

13   during the siting process, so during the development of

14   the SCA, if a member of the public had specific issues

15   with what goes in the plans they would be evaluating that

16   when the draft SCA is out to the public?

17                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  So some applicants

18   in the past that I have worked with have submitted draft

19   versions of their plans as part of their application for

20   site certification.  The completeness of the plans during

21   that time usually developers may be at 40 to 60 percent

22   design, so typically the plans are going to be in very

23   rough draft form at that point, and so there is -- there

24   are -- there have been cases where I would call -- we

25   were doing public comment on an application for site
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 1   certification and there were actually draft plans in the

 2   appendices of what we received, but not all developers do

 3   that.  They are required in our rules for the ASC to

 4   identify all of the permits and authorizations, whether

 5   they are local, state, federal, that they trigger, that

 6   they would require for what they are proposing to do, and

 7   so that's usually where all the plans are listed and

 8   identified, you know, where they are recognizing I know I

 9   need this permit and I am going to need this, but we

10   don't always have drafts of the plans.

11       One thing that I did think of after my initial

12   remarks is that there is also the discretionary piece of

13   that that we have carved out a bit more in its scope,

14   which is where, in the current language, if there are

15   concerns from third parties, other agencies, which was

16   already part of the original language, the Director has

17   the disconnect discretion and take a plan to the Council

18   for approval.  And I mention that because that certainly

19   would include public comment on that plan, if not just

20   the issue to be resolved because the discretionary bit of

21   this policy is about in cases where the contents or the

22   requirements for the plan aren't black and white, there

23   may be something that needs to be resolved or answered

24   before we can determine exactly what needs to go in that

25   plan.  So in a case where I'm exercising that discretion
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 1   and taking it to the Council for you to weigh in under

 2   the OPMA final actions require public comment.  So if we

 3   were on that track, there would be a public comment

 4   opportunity on that particular plan.  But aside from

 5   that, it would depend on if we have draft plans as part

 6   of the application.

 7       I don't know if that make senses, but I tired to

 8   kind of partition those out there.

 9                     MS. BREWSTER:  Yes.

10                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I could supplement

11   as well.  We do identify typically in draft site

12   certification agreements what the appropriate guidance

13   documents are, so continuing the stormwater example, we

14   will typically indicate if the Easter Washington

15   Stormwater Manual or the Western Washington Stormwater

16   Manual is appropriate so that it's very clear what

17   guidance documents apply to the plans listed in the SCA.

18   And when the drafts are out for public comment, where

19   EFSEC has indicated additional conditions in addition to

20   what is typically required in those guidance manuals,

21   there is opportunity for the public to identify if they

22   think an additional condition should be added in the SCA

23   that we hadn't already had language for.

24                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Are there other

25   comments or questions from Council members?  Council
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 1   Levitt?

 2                     MR. LEVITT:  Good afternoon.  I guess

 3   I would reiterate that since I have been a Council member

 4   it does seem that EFSEC has received consistent feedback

 5   that our comment periods do not provide enough time for

 6   feedback.  That's been on a variety of projects, a

 7   variety of different documents during the years that I

 8   have been on the Council.  Does EFSEC -- I mean, and I

 9   think that feedback for both the Council and Staff and

10   Managers, but do you have any thoughts on the ways that

11   Council and EFSEC Staff could improve our public comment

12   process?

13                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you for the

14   question.  Yes, I do think that there are opportunities

15   for us to improve the public comment process.  We have

16   several public comment milestones that are part of our

17   siting process, but with the changes to the OPMA in 2022,

18   we have -- we have, I guess you could say, tried

19   different things with respect to incorporating public

20   comment on all of the final actions.  I think that has

21   been even more of a challenge in these recent years

22   because of our increased project workload.  We have more

23   actions now than we did several years ago, and I think

24   that that's part of what we are seeing here with the

25   limited public comment opportunities, but I do think that
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 1   is an ongoing internal discussion that we are talking

 2   about with our legal counsel as to how we can be more

 3   efficient, but still ensure that we are allowing adequate

 4   time for notice of public comment periods that are

 5   coming, and adequate time for the public comment periods

 6   themselves.  We do recognize that it's a challenge, and

 7   we haven't arrived at a fix yet, but there are many ideas

 8   for how we can improve it.  It is a very high priority

 9   for us to implement changes within the next couple of

10   months to improve this.  Not just because of the comments

11   on this particular action, but as you said Council Member

12   Levitt, for the other comments we have received in recent

13   years about this.

14                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that,

15   Director Bumpus, and agree with the high prioritization

16   that you are taking with this.

17       Council Levitt, let me check if you had other

18   comments or questions.  I will note that we could hear

19   you but there was feedback on your end that I just wanted

20   to flag for you in case you had other questions or

21   comments.

22                     MR. LEVITT:  No.  I don't think I have

23   any other questions.  I guess I would offer myself up as

24   a member -- or a Council member that could certainly be a

25   sounding board if Staff or Managers wanted to talk about
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 1   ideas.  At Department of Ecology I would say our average

 2   minimum for a public comment period is usually two weeks,

 3   and then there are many comment periods that are even

 4   longer.  For example, we do have a clean energy siting

 5   group and they just put out a document that's open for a

 6   month for public comment.  And so, yeah, definitely

 7   something I track at our agency and working on various

 8   things, and I'm interested in providing more feedback on

 9   this topic.

10                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you,

11   Council.  Is there comments or questions from Council

12   members?

13                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Two comments here, and I

14   really have already been expressed.  I agree with the

15   concerns here about the public comment period, and so

16   appreciate the remarks, Director Bumpus, that you offered

17   about you are looking at this, and agree with Council

18   Member Levitt's idea and put me in the camp of offering

19   to help where I can.

20       Reading the comments on this particular policy

21   document, as well as in other projects, we get frustrated

22   for the public to have those short windows of

23   opportunity, understand the statutory requirement that

24   also that's a thing we can anticipate and try to build in

25   so hopefully we can provide more appropriate public
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 1   comment links given the weight of the issue in front of

 2   the Council.

 3       In terms of the content merits of the proposed

 4   revisions to the policy, it strikes me as very

 5   administrative in nature, snapping some of the language

 6   to the statutes that passed a few years ago, as well as

 7   just clarifying some of the plans.  All of this looks

 8   downstream to me of the approval of the SCA, which is

 9   extensive public comment on and goes through the process

10   at the Council and approved by the Council, and so for

11   those reasons I'm supportive of the revisions.  Thanks.

12                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.

13   Other questions or comments from Council members?  Okay.

14   Well, I guess let me know since Council Pamplin started

15   to voice his view, I think about the policy, if you wish

16   I would step back as Chair and designate Council Brewster

17   as the acting Chair if Council wishes to proceed from

18   here, so I will turn it over to Council Brewster for any

19   further discussion and/or motions, et cetera for proposed

20   action.

21                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  With no

22   further comments following Director Bumpus' presentation,

23   is there a motion to approve the clarifying amendments to

24   EFSEC Policy 16.01, delegating certain plan approvals to

25   the EFSEC Director?
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 1                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Ma'am Chair, I will move

 2   that we approve the revisions to Policy 16-01 as

 3   presented by Staff.

 4                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  And is there a

 5   second?

 6                     MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, second.

 7                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  We have a motion on

 8   the table.  Further discussion?  Okay.  So hearing none,

 9   we will go ahead and take a vote to approve the

10   clarifying amendments of EFSEC Policy 16-01.  All those

11   in favor say aye?

12                     MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

13            (Note Mr. Levitt abstained from voting.)

14                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Opposed?  Motion

15   carries.

16                     CHAIR BECKETT:  And one abstention.

17                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  One abstention.

18                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council

19   Brewster.

20       Okay.  I believe we have two other items.  First is

21   the cost allocation by Director Bumpus.

22                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you, Chair

23   Beckett and Council members.  This is the nondirect cost

24   allocation of dates for first quarter fiscal year 2026.

25   For Columbia Generating Station, 20 percent.  Horse
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 1   Heaven, 15 percent.  Chehalis, six percent.  Grays Harbor

 2   1 and 2, six percent.  Carriger Solar, six percent.

 3   Goldeneye, five percent.  Hop Hill, five percent.

 4   Wallula Gap, five percent.  Wautoma, five percent.

 5   Columbia Solar, four percent.  Ostrea, four percent.

 6   Goose Prairie, four percent.  Kittitas Valley, four

 7   percent.  Wild Horse Wind, four percent.  WNP 1, three

 8   percent.  Badger Mountain, two percent, High Top, two

 9   percent.

10       And I just wanted to note for the Council that with

11   the termination of Desert Claim SCA, that's why you do

12   not see them in the nondirect cost allocation

13   distribution.

14       Are there any questions about the cost allocation?

15                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,

16   anything for the Director?  Okay.  Hearing none we will

17   move on to our next and last item, formal item anyway

18   today, new stuff introduction by Director Bumpus.

19                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Okay.  Well, so I

20   want to introduce and public, and we are very, very happy

21   to welcome Nabila Gomes.  She is our new director of our

22   administrative division her at EFSEC.  She comes to us

23   from a very large agency, Commerce.  I'm going to

24   definitely give her an opportunity to add in whatever she

25   would like, but she has substantial experience in lien
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 1   practices, policy, rulemaking.  We are -- I could go on

 2   and on, but she has just a very broad skill set that is

 3   very much needed here at EFSEC for all of the work we are

 4   doing, including one of the things we just talked about,

 5   which was around improving process around public comment.

 6   So welcome Nabila, and we are very happy to have you here

 7   as part of the EFSEC team.

 8                     MS. GOMES:  My name is Nabila Gomes.

 9   I came to EFSEC from OIC, deputy operations over at the

10   Office of the Insurance Commissioner.  Prior to that, I

11   was managing director of operations over at the

12   Department of Commerce.  Before coming to Washington

13   State, I was responsible for scheduling about 13,000 like

14   military-related activities for all of the activities --

15   for all of the -- for any training activities in the

16   south of Alps, so I was in Italy for four years working

17   within the training command and doing all of their

18   scheduling.  And before that I was with the Corps of

19   Engineers, and so I was responsible for a large amount of

20   military contracts, going through all of their submittals

21   and everything, anything related to military construction

22   for the Wilmington District in North Carolina and the

23   special ops there.  I was responsible for or it went over

24   my desk at some point in time.

25       My specialty is in administration, operations, and
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 1   just streamlining processes improvement, and that's

 2   really where I geek out essentially.  And they have been

 3   more than welcoming, but hopefully I can bring that to

 4   the team as well.

 5                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, both, and,

 6   Nabila, welcome.  You have a lot of important work on

 7   your desk.  It ultimately affects all of us, as well as

 8   our connection obligations to our public and other key

 9   constituents, so welcome.

10       Any comments from Council?  Just a collective

11   welcome from the Council.

12       Director Bumpus, are there any other items or

13   closing comments of an informal nature or otherwise?  I

14   will turn to the Council for similar closing comments

15   before we do so.

16                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  I have

17   nothing further.

18                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Anything else

19   from our fellow Council members?  Okay.  Just one moment.

20   And I will just read for the record and the public and

21   the moment that Council Levitt would like the minutes to

22   reflect that he abstained from the vote on Policy 16-01.

23   And let me just double check, Ms. Grantham, I don't

24   believe that will change the passage of that?

25                     MS. GRANTHAM:  No.
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 1                     CHAIR BECKETT:  So that policy is

 2   still passed and adopted in the case by Chair Brewster,

 3   and unless there's any comments to what I just made,

 4   thanks for posting that in our Teams chat, Council

 5   Levitt.

 6       Any closing comments?  Okay.  Then we are adjourned

 7   at 2:21.  Thank you.

 8                      (Proceedings concluded at 2:21 p.m.)
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		170						LN		7		3		false		            3      Fyall?				false

		171						LN		7		4		false		            4                        MR. FYALL:  Adam Fyall is here, thank				false

		172						LN		7		5		false		            5      you.				false

		173						LN		7		6		false		            6                        MR. CHILES:  Matt Chiles, present.				false

		174						LN		7		7		false		            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		175						LN		7		8		false		            8          For the Goldeneye BESS for Skagit County, Robby				false

		176						LN		7		9		false		            9      Eckroth.				false

		177						LN		7		10		false		           10                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.				false

		178						LN		7		11		false		           11                        MS. GRANTHAM: Assistant Attorney				false

		179						LN		7		12		false		           12      General, Jon Thompson?  Zack Packer?				false

		180						LN		7		13		false		           13                        MR. PACKER:  Present.				false

		181						LN		7		14		false		           14                        MS. GRANTHAM: Talia Thuet?				false

		182						LN		7		15		false		           15          For EFSEC staff, I will call those anticipated to				false

		183						LN		7		16		false		           16      speak today.  Sonia Bumpus?				false

		184						LN		7		17		false		           17                        MS. BUMPUS:  Present.				false

		185						LN		7		18		false		           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Ami Hafkemeyer?				false

		186						LN		7		19		false		           19                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.				false

		187						LN		7		20		false		           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon?				false

		188						LN		7		21		false		           21                        MS. MOON:  Present.				false

		189						LN		7		22		false		           22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph?				false

		190						LN		7		23		false		           23                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.				false

		191						LN		7		24		false		           24                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene?				false

		192						LN		7		25		false		           25                        MR. GREENE:  Present.				false

		193						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		194						LN		8		1		false		            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes?				false

		195						LN		8		2		false		            2                        MR. BARNES:  Present.				false

		196						LN		8		3		false		            3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.				false

		197						LN		8		4		false		            4                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.				false

		198						LN		8		5		false		            5                        MS. GRANTHAM: Nabila Gomes:				false

		199						LN		8		6		false		            6                        MS. GOMES:  Present.				false

		200						LN		8		7		false		            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Operational				false

		201						LN		8		8		false		            8      Updates, Kittitas Valley Wind project?				false

		202						LN		8		9		false		            9                        MR. CASEDAY:  Jarred Caseday, present.				false

		203						LN		8		10		false		           10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Wild Horse Wind Power				false

		204						LN		8		11		false		           11      project?				false

		205						LN		8		12		false		           12                        MS GALBRAITH:  Jennifer Galbraith,				false

		206						LN		8		13		false		           13      present.				false

		207						LN		8		14		false		           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Grays Harbor Energy				false

		208						LN		8		15		false		           15      Center?				false

		209						LN		8		16		false		           16                        MR. SHERIN:  Chris Sherin, present.				false

		210						LN		8		17		false		           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chehalis Generation				false

		211						LN		8		18		false		           18      Facility?				false

		212						LN		8		19		false		           19                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Sara Randolph, present.				false

		213						LN		8		20		false		           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Generating				false

		214						LN		8		21		false		           21      Station?				false

		215						LN		8		22		false		           22                        MR. LAPORTE:  Josh LaPorte, present.				false

		216						LN		8		23		false		           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Solar?				false

		217						LN		8		24		false		           24                        MS. DRACHENBERG:  Elizabeth				false

		218						LN		8		25		false		           25      Drachenberg, present.				false

		219						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		220						LN		9		1		false		            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Goose Prairie Solar?				false

		221						LN		9		2		false		            2      Ostrea Solar?				false

		222						LN		9		3		false		            3                        MR. VOLTZ:  Jon Voltz, present.				false

		223						LN		9		4		false		            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Is there anyone online				false

		224						LN		9		5		false		            5      present for the Counsel for the Environment?				false

		225						LN		9		6		false		            6                        MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes, Sarah Reyneveld				false

		226						LN		9		7		false		            7      is present and my colleague Yuriy Korol.				false

		227						LN		9		8		false		            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Chair,				false

		228						LN		9		9		false		            9      there is a quorum for all councils.				false

		229						LN		9		10		false		           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.				false

		230						LN		9		11		false		           11      Members of the Council there is a proposed agenda before				false

		231						LN		9		12		false		           12      us.  Is there a motion to adopt?				false

		232						LN		9		13		false		           13                        MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, so moved.				false

		233						LN		9		14		false		           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Second.				false

		234						LN		9		15		false		           15                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster, second.				false

		235						LN		9		16		false		           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, both.				false

		236						LN		9		17		false		           17      Motion and a second has been put up.  Are there any				false

		237						LN		9		18		false		           18      changes from the Council?  Hearing none, all those in				false

		238						LN		9		19		false		           19      favor of adopting the agenda as proposed say aye.				false

		239						LN		9		20		false		           20                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.				false

		240						LN		9		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Agenda is				false

		241						LN		9		22		false		           22      adopted.				false

		242						LN		9		23		false		           23          Moving on to our minutes, we have one set from our				false

		243						LN		9		24		false		           24      last meeting on June 25th.  I would entertain a motion to				false

		244						LN		9		25		false		           25      adopt these.  Is there such a motion?				false

		245						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		246						LN		10		1		false		            1                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair, I will move				false

		247						LN		10		2		false		            2      that we approve the June 25th, 2025 monthly meeting				false

		248						LN		10		3		false		            3      minutes.				false

		249						LN		10		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Is there a second?				false

		250						LN		10		5		false		            5                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,				false

		251						LN		10		6		false		            6      second.				false

		252						LN		10		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  As far as				false

		253						LN		10		8		false		            8      any amendments to the minutes, I will take the privilege				false

		254						LN		10		9		false		            9      and start with two, I will note for members of the public				false

		255						LN		10		10		false		           10      and others with us today in the meeting in this public				false

		256						LN		10		11		false		           11      session, on Page 24, and this is within the Klickitat				false

		257						LN		10		12		false		           12      County project, and just wanted to note that the word				false

		258						LN		10		13		false		           13      gallons needs to be inserted on Page 24 there.  It says				false

		259						LN		10		14		false		           14      the ten thousand water cistern, so given this project is				false

		260						LN		10		15		false		           15      on the governor's desk I just wanted to take our time to				false

		261						LN		10		16		false		           16      make a couple of tweaks here.  On the bottom of Page 32				false

		262						LN		10		17		false		           17      we were acknowledging Council Chiles arrival, and that				false

		263						LN		10		18		false		           18      says, "accompanied by a dry tear," and it should say "the				false

		264						LN		10		19		false		           19      drive here."  I just wanted to acknowledge Council Chiles				false

		265						LN		10		20		false		           20      extra effort to be with us at the last meeting.  With				false

		266						LN		10		21		false		           21      that said, that concludes my friendly amendments.  Are				false

		267						LN		10		22		false		           22      there any other amendments?  Okay.  Hearing none, with				false

		268						LN		10		23		false		           23      that those two friendly amendments, all those in favor of				false

		269						LN		10		24		false		           24      adopting the minutes as amended, please say aye.				false

		270						LN		10		25		false		           25                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.				false

		271						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		272						LN		11		1		false		            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  The minutes				false

		273						LN		11		2		false		            2      are adopted.  We will move on to our projects.  First up				false

		274						LN		11		3		false		            3      is the Kittitas Valley Wind Project, Mr. Caseday.				false

		275						LN		11		4		false		            4                        MR. CASEDAY:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		276						LN		11		5		false		            5      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff.  This is Jarred				false

		277						LN		11		6		false		            6      Caseday with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley Wind				false

		278						LN		11		7		false		            7      Power project, we had nothing nonroutine to report for				false

		279						LN		11		8		false		            8      the period.				false

		280						LN		11		9		false		            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on				false

		281						LN		11		10		false		           10      to Wild Horse, Jennifer Galbraith.				false

		282						LN		11		11		false		           11                        MS. GALBRAITH:  Thank you, Chair				false

		283						LN		11		12		false		           12      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the record, this				false

		284						LN		11		13		false		           13      is Jennifer Galbraith with Puget Sound Energy				false

		285						LN		11		14		false		           14      representing the Wild Horse Wind Facility.  Also on the				false

		286						LN		11		15		false		           15      phone from PSE is Spencer Ainsworth, the plant manager of				false

		287						LN		11		16		false		           16      Wild Horse, and Christina Donegan, from PSE				false

		288						LN		11		17		false		           17      Communications.  I'm getting some feedback.				false

		289						LN		11		18		false		           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  We can hear you okay				false

		290						LN		11		19		false		           19      in the room.				false

		291						LN		11		20		false		           20                        MS. GALBRAITH:  Okay.  Thank you.  To				false

		292						LN		11		21		false		           21      begin, for the June recording period, we have nothing				false

		293						LN		11		22		false		           22      nonroutine to report.  However, we would like to notify				false

		294						LN		11		23		false		           23      and update the Council on damage to a wind turbine tower				false

		295						LN		11		24		false		           24      that was recently discovered.				false

		296						LN		11		25		false		           25          On the afternoon of Thursday, July 10th, PSE was				false

		297						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		298						LN		12		1		false		            1      notified by the turbine manufacturer and maintenance				false

		299						LN		12		2		false		            2      provider at Wild Horse of visible damage to a wind				false

		300						LN		12		3		false		            3      turbine tower.  PSE inspected the tower from a safe				false

		301						LN		12		4		false		            4      distance and observed a crack located just above the				false

		302						LN		12		5		false		            5      flange of the first tower section.  We deenergized the				false

		303						LN		12		6		false		            6      wind turbine and circuit and initiated the site emergency				false

		304						LN		12		7		false		            7      response plan.				false

		305						LN		12		8		false		            8          Emergency responders from Kittitas Valley Fire &				false

		306						LN		12		9		false		            9      Rescue and the Department of Natural Resources Kittitas				false

		307						LN		12		10		false		           10      Fire Unit were dispatched to the site to assess the				false

		308						LN		12		11		false		           11      situation, and are currently on standby in the event of				false

		309						LN		12		12		false		           12      tower failure.				false

		310						LN		12		13		false		           13          Safety is our top priority, and we have temporarily				false

		311						LN		12		14		false		           14      closed the site to public access, including the visitor				false

		312						LN		12		15		false		           15      center.  We have added 24/7 security staged at the main				false

		313						LN		12		16		false		           16      entrance to Wild Horse and roving throughout the				false

		314						LN		12		17		false		           17      facility.  PSE is monitoring the turbine 24/7, and in the				false

		315						LN		12		18		false		           18      event of tower failure emergency response will be				false

		316						LN		12		19		false		           19      initiated immediately.				false

		317						LN		12		20		false		           20          We are actively analyzing options and gathering more				false

		318						LN		12		21		false		           21      information and partnership with the manufacturer to				false

		319						LN		12		22		false		           22      safely decommission the tower.  We will share additional				false

		320						LN		12		23		false		           23      information with EFSEC as we learn more.				false

		321						LN		12		24		false		           24          As I mentioned, Spencer Ainsworth and Christina				false

		322						LN		12		25		false		           25      Donegan from PSE are also on the line and will answer any				false

		323						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		324						LN		13		1		false		            1      questions the Council may have.  Thank you.				false

		325						LN		13		2		false		            2                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the				false

		326						LN		13		3		false		            3      update.  I am going to begin with a quick question.  I				false

		327						LN		13		4		false		            4      just want to reconfirm, the crack that was found was part				false

		328						LN		13		5		false		            5      of a regular inspection of the facility, correct?  An				false

		329						LN		13		6		false		            6      ongoing routine inspection, correct?				false

		330						LN		13		7		false		            7                        MR. AINSWORTH:  That's correct.				false

		331						LN		13		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Appreciate				false

		332						LN		13		9		false		            9      that.  Are there other questions or comments from				false

		333						LN		13		10		false		           10      Council?  Okay.  Hearing none we will move on then and				false

		334						LN		13		11		false		           11      just to confirm with PSE, that concludes your comments,				false

		335						LN		13		12		false		           12      correct?				false

		336						LN		13		13		false		           13                        MS. GALBRAITH:  That's correct.				false

		337						LN		13		14		false		           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Moving on to the				false

		338						LN		13		15		false		           15      Chehalis Generation Facility, Jeremy Smith.				false

		339						LN		13		16		false		           16                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Chair Beckett, this is				false

		340						LN		13		17		false		           17      Sara Randolph.  I didn't hear Jeremy on the line so I				false

		341						LN		13		18		false		           18      will go ahead and give the update.				false

		342						LN		13		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		343						LN		13		20		false		           20                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		344						LN		13		21		false		           21      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Sara Randolph,				false

		345						LN		13		22		false		           22      site specialist for Chehalis.  The facility update is				false

		346						LN		13		23		false		           23      provided in your packet.  There are no nonroutine updates				false

		347						LN		13		24		false		           24      to report.				false

		348						LN		13		25		false		           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on				false

		349						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		350						LN		14		1		false		            1      to Grays Harbor Energy Center, and I believe we had Chris				false

		351						LN		14		2		false		            2      Sherin at the time of roll call.  Mr. Sherin, are you				false

		352						LN		14		3		false		            3      with us?				false

		353						LN		14		4		false		            4                        MR. SHERIN:  Yes.  Good afternoon,				false

		354						LN		14		5		false		            5      Chair Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the month of				false

		355						LN		14		6		false		            6      June Grays Harbor Energy Center didn't have any				false

		356						LN		14		7		false		            7      nonroutine items to report.				false

		357						LN		14		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.				false

		358						LN		14		9		false		            9      Moving on to Columbia Solar, Ms. Drachenberg.				false

		359						LN		14		10		false		           10                        MS. DRACHENBERG:  Good afternoon,				false

		360						LN		14		11		false		           11      Chair, EFSEC Council, and Staff.  This is Elizabeth				false

		361						LN		14		12		false		           12      Drachenberg for Columbia Solar and there were no				false

		362						LN		14		13		false		           13      nonroutine updates to report for this period.				false

		363						LN		14		14		false		           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on				false

		364						LN		14		15		false		           15      to the Columbia Generating Station, Mr. LaPorte.				false

		365						LN		14		16		false		           16                        MR. LAPORTE:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		366						LN		14		17		false		           17      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Josh LaPorte				false

		367						LN		14		18		false		           18      representing Columbia Generating Station and Washington				false

		368						LN		14		19		false		           19      Nuclear Projects 1/4.  The facility updates are included				false

		369						LN		14		20		false		           20      in your packets for both sites.  There are no nonroutine				false

		370						LN		14		21		false		           21      updates to report for the month of June.				false

		371						LN		14		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.				false

		372						LN		14		23		false		           23      Moving on to Goose Prairie.  Mr. Jia, are you with us				false

		373						LN		14		24		false		           24      now?				false

		374						LN		14		25		false		           25                        MR. JIA:  Yes.  Nelson Jia here.				false

		375						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		376						LN		15		1		false		            1      Apologies.  I got pulled into an important meeting during				false

		377						LN		15		2		false		            2      roll call so I think I missed my name then.				false

		378						LN		15		3		false		            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  No problem.				false

		379						LN		15		4		false		            4                        MR. JIA:  So apologies on that, but				false

		380						LN		15		5		false		            5      I'm here now.				false

		381						LN		15		6		false		            6          For the month of June generation was looking strong.				false

		382						LN		15		7		false		            7      We had almost 25 gigawatt hours generation for the month.				false

		383						LN		15		8		false		            8      There were continued AC breaker issues, but we did				false

		384						LN		15		9		false		            9      replace those on the inverters.  It's still an ongoing				false

		385						LN		15		10		false		           10      effort that we are working with Sungrow on that.  Other				false

		386						LN		15		11		false		           11      than that, no material updates from an environmental				false

		387						LN		15		12		false		           12      compliance or safety compliance perspective.  Thank you.				false

		388						LN		15		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.				false

		389						LN		15		14		false		           14      Moving on to Ostrea Solar.				false

		390						LN		15		15		false		           15                        MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		391						LN		15		16		false		           16      Beckett, Council members, and Staff, Jon Voltz				false

		392						LN		15		17		false		           17      representing -- Cypress Creek Renewables representing				false

		393						LN		15		18		false		           18      Ostrea Solar.  Construction is continuing to progress.				false

		394						LN		15		19		false		           19      Roads are complete for the course of construction.  The				false

		395						LN		15		20		false		           20      remaining percentage will be finished after the heavy				false

		396						LN		15		21		false		           21      traffic is concluded.  Piles and rack installation is				false

		397						LN		15		22		false		           22      underway.  Solar modules began to be received last month				false

		398						LN		15		23		false		           23      and are currently being installed.  The security fence is				false

		399						LN		15		24		false		           24      almost done 80 percent of the way.  AC cable trenching is				false

		400						LN		15		25		false		           25      complete.  The overhead lines from the east to west				false

		401						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		402						LN		16		1		false		            1      parcels are complete, with only minimal remaining work to				false

		403						LN		16		2		false		            2      be done.  Substation construction is underway with all				false

		404						LN		16		3		false		            3      foundations complete, and structural steel erection				false

		405						LN		16		4		false		            4      ongoing.				false

		406						LN		16		5		false		            5          From the environmental perspective there is nothing				false

		407						LN		16		6		false		            6      nonroutine to report for the period.  Thank you.				false

		408						LN		16		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thanks for the update,				false

		409						LN		16		8		false		            8      very much.  Moving on to Carriger Solar, Joanne Snarski.				false

		410						LN		16		9		false		            9                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair Beckett				false

		411						LN		16		10		false		           10      and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne				false
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.  This



            2      is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site



            3      Evaluation Council, and I'm calling our July 16, 2025



            4      meeting to order.



            5          Ms. Grantham, if you would call our roll, please.



            6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.



            7      Department of Commerce?



            8                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,



            9      present.



           10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Ecology?



           11                        MR. LEVITT:  Eli Levitt, present.



           12                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish and



           13      Wildlife?



           14                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin, present.



           15                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural



           16      Resources?



           17                        MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, present.



           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities &



           19      Transportation Commission?



           20                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster,



           21      present.



           22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Local Government



           23      and Optional State Agencies for the For Hop Hill Project,



           24      Benton County, Paul Krupin?



           25          For the Carriger Solar project, Klickitat County,
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            1      Matt Chiles?



            2          For the Wallula Gap project, Benton County, Adam



            3      Fyall?



            4                        MR. FYALL:  Adam Fyall is here, thank



            5      you.



            6                        MR. CHILES:  Matt Chiles, present.



            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



            8          For the Goldeneye BESS for Skagit County, Robby



            9      Eckroth.



           10                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.



           11                        MS. GRANTHAM: Assistant Attorney



           12      General, Jon Thompson?  Zack Packer?



           13                        MR. PACKER:  Present.



           14                        MS. GRANTHAM: Talia Thuet?



           15          For EFSEC staff, I will call those anticipated to



           16      speak today.  Sonia Bumpus?



           17                        MS. BUMPUS:  Present.



           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Ami Hafkemeyer?



           19                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.



           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon?



           21                        MS. MOON:  Present.



           22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph?



           23                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.



           24                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene?



           25                        MR. GREENE:  Present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes?



            2                        MR. BARNES:  Present.



            3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.



            4                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.



            5                        MS. GRANTHAM: Nabila Gomes:



            6                        MS. GOMES:  Present.



            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Operational



            8      Updates, Kittitas Valley Wind project?



            9                        MR. CASEDAY:  Jarred Caseday, present.



           10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Wild Horse Wind Power



           11      project?



           12                        MS GALBRAITH:  Jennifer Galbraith,



           13      present.



           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Grays Harbor Energy



           15      Center?



           16                        MR. SHERIN:  Chris Sherin, present.



           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Chehalis Generation



           18      Facility?



           19                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Sara Randolph, present.



           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Generating



           21      Station?



           22                        MR. LAPORTE:  Josh LaPorte, present.



           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Solar?



           24                        MS. DRACHENBERG:  Elizabeth



           25      Drachenberg, present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Goose Prairie Solar?



            2      Ostrea Solar?



            3                        MR. VOLTZ:  Jon Voltz, present.



            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Is there anyone online



            5      present for the Counsel for the Environment?



            6                        MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes, Sarah Reyneveld



            7      is present and my colleague Yuriy Korol.



            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Chair,



            9      there is a quorum for all councils.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.



           11      Members of the Council there is a proposed agenda before



           12      us.  Is there a motion to adopt?



           13                        MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, so moved.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Second.



           15                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster, second.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, both.



           17      Motion and a second has been put up.  Are there any



           18      changes from the Council?  Hearing none, all those in



           19      favor of adopting the agenda as proposed say aye.



           20                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Agenda is



           22      adopted.



           23          Moving on to our minutes, we have one set from our



           24      last meeting on June 25th.  I would entertain a motion to



           25      adopt these.  Is there such a motion?
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            1                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair, I will move



            2      that we approve the June 25th, 2025 monthly meeting



            3      minutes.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Is there a second?



            5                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,



            6      second.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  As far as



            8      any amendments to the minutes, I will take the privilege



            9      and start with two, I will note for members of the public



           10      and others with us today in the meeting in this public



           11      session, on Page 24, and this is within the Klickitat



           12      County project, and just wanted to note that the word



           13      gallons needs to be inserted on Page 24 there.  It says



           14      the ten thousand water cistern, so given this project is



           15      on the governor's desk I just wanted to take our time to



           16      make a couple of tweaks here.  On the bottom of Page 32



           17      we were acknowledging Council Chiles arrival, and that



           18      says, "accompanied by a dry tear," and it should say "the



           19      drive here."  I just wanted to acknowledge Council Chiles



           20      extra effort to be with us at the last meeting.  With



           21      that said, that concludes my friendly amendments.  Are



           22      there any other amendments?  Okay.  Hearing none, with



           23      that those two friendly amendments, all those in favor of



           24      adopting the minutes as amended, please say aye.



           25                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  The minutes



            2      are adopted.  We will move on to our projects.  First up



            3      is the Kittitas Valley Wind Project, Mr. Caseday.



            4                        MR. CASEDAY:  Good afternoon, Chair



            5      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff.  This is Jarred



            6      Caseday with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley Wind



            7      Power project, we had nothing nonroutine to report for



            8      the period.



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on



           10      to Wild Horse, Jennifer Galbraith.



           11                        MS. GALBRAITH:  Thank you, Chair



           12      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the record, this



           13      is Jennifer Galbraith with Puget Sound Energy



           14      representing the Wild Horse Wind Facility.  Also on the



           15      phone from PSE is Spencer Ainsworth, the plant manager of



           16      Wild Horse, and Christina Donegan, from PSE



           17      Communications.  I'm getting some feedback.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  We can hear you okay



           19      in the room.



           20                        MS. GALBRAITH:  Okay.  Thank you.  To



           21      begin, for the June recording period, we have nothing



           22      nonroutine to report.  However, we would like to notify



           23      and update the Council on damage to a wind turbine tower



           24      that was recently discovered.



           25          On the afternoon of Thursday, July 10th, PSE was
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            1      notified by the turbine manufacturer and maintenance



            2      provider at Wild Horse of visible damage to a wind



            3      turbine tower.  PSE inspected the tower from a safe



            4      distance and observed a crack located just above the



            5      flange of the first tower section.  We deenergized the



            6      wind turbine and circuit and initiated the site emergency



            7      response plan.



            8          Emergency responders from Kittitas Valley Fire &



            9      Rescue and the Department of Natural Resources Kittitas



           10      Fire Unit were dispatched to the site to assess the



           11      situation, and are currently on standby in the event of



           12      tower failure.



           13          Safety is our top priority, and we have temporarily



           14      closed the site to public access, including the visitor



           15      center.  We have added 24/7 security staged at the main



           16      entrance to Wild Horse and roving throughout the



           17      facility.  PSE is monitoring the turbine 24/7, and in the



           18      event of tower failure emergency response will be



           19      initiated immediately.



           20          We are actively analyzing options and gathering more



           21      information and partnership with the manufacturer to



           22      safely decommission the tower.  We will share additional



           23      information with EFSEC as we learn more.



           24          As I mentioned, Spencer Ainsworth and Christina



           25      Donegan from PSE are also on the line and will answer any
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            1      questions the Council may have.  Thank you.



            2                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



            3      update.  I am going to begin with a quick question.  I



            4      just want to reconfirm, the crack that was found was part



            5      of a regular inspection of the facility, correct?  An



            6      ongoing routine inspection, correct?



            7                        MR. AINSWORTH:  That's correct.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Appreciate



            9      that.  Are there other questions or comments from



           10      Council?  Okay.  Hearing none we will move on then and



           11      just to confirm with PSE, that concludes your comments,



           12      correct?



           13                        MS. GALBRAITH:  That's correct.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Moving on to the



           15      Chehalis Generation Facility, Jeremy Smith.



           16                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Chair Beckett, this is



           17      Sara Randolph.  I didn't hear Jeremy on the line so I



           18      will go ahead and give the update.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



           20                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, Chair



           21      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Sara Randolph,



           22      site specialist for Chehalis.  The facility update is



           23      provided in your packet.  There are no nonroutine updates



           24      to report.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on
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            1      to Grays Harbor Energy Center, and I believe we had Chris



            2      Sherin at the time of roll call.  Mr. Sherin, are you



            3      with us?



            4                        MR. SHERIN:  Yes.  Good afternoon,



            5      Chair Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, for the month of



            6      June Grays Harbor Energy Center didn't have any



            7      nonroutine items to report.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.



            9      Moving on to Columbia Solar, Ms. Drachenberg.



           10                        MS. DRACHENBERG:  Good afternoon,



           11      Chair, EFSEC Council, and Staff.  This is Elizabeth



           12      Drachenberg for Columbia Solar and there were no



           13      nonroutine updates to report for this period.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on



           15      to the Columbia Generating Station, Mr. LaPorte.



           16                        MR. LAPORTE:  Good afternoon, Chair



           17      Beckett, EFSEC Council, and Staff, this is Josh LaPorte



           18      representing Columbia Generating Station and Washington



           19      Nuclear Projects 1/4.  The facility updates are included



           20      in your packets for both sites.  There are no nonroutine



           21      updates to report for the month of June.



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.



           23      Moving on to Goose Prairie.  Mr. Jia, are you with us



           24      now?



           25                        MR. JIA:  Yes.  Nelson Jia here.
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            1      Apologies.  I got pulled into an important meeting during



            2      roll call so I think I missed my name then.



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  No problem.



            4                        MR. JIA:  So apologies on that, but



            5      I'm here now.



            6          For the month of June generation was looking strong.



            7      We had almost 25 gigawatt hours generation for the month.



            8      There were continued AC breaker issues, but we did



            9      replace those on the inverters.  It's still an ongoing



           10      effort that we are working with Sungrow on that.  Other



           11      than that, no material updates from an environmental



           12      compliance or safety compliance perspective.  Thank you.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.



           14      Moving on to Ostrea Solar.



           15                        MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair



           16      Beckett, Council members, and Staff, Jon Voltz



           17      representing -- Cypress Creek Renewables representing



           18      Ostrea Solar.  Construction is continuing to progress.



           19      Roads are complete for the course of construction.  The



           20      remaining percentage will be finished after the heavy



           21      traffic is concluded.  Piles and rack installation is



           22      underway.  Solar modules began to be received last month



           23      and are currently being installed.  The security fence is



           24      almost done 80 percent of the way.  AC cable trenching is



           25      complete.  The overhead lines from the east to west
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            1      parcels are complete, with only minimal remaining work to



            2      be done.  Substation construction is underway with all



            3      foundations complete, and structural steel erection



            4      ongoing.



            5          From the environmental perspective there is nothing



            6      nonroutine to report for the period.  Thank you.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thanks for the update,



            8      very much.  Moving on to Carriger Solar, Joanne Snarski.



            9                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



           10      and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne



           11      Snarski, the sitting specialist for the proposed Carriger



           12      Solar facility in Klickitat County.



           13          On June 25th, 2025, the Council voted to send a



           14      recommendation to approve the Carriger Solar facility.



           15      That recommendation was sent to the Governor's office the



           16      following day.  Governor Ferguson has 60 days, or until



           17      August 25th, to review your recommendation and all the



           18      supporting documentation.



           19          To date, we have not had any response or request



           20      from his office.  That's all I have.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on



           22      to the Horse Heaven project update.



           23                        MS. MOON:  Thank you.  Good afternoon,



           24      Chair Beckett and EFSEC Council members, Amy Moon, Horse



           25      Heaven Wind project.  As a refresher, the Site
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            1      Certification Agreement, or SCA, requires the certificate



            2      holder work with the Preoperational Technical Advisory



            3      Group, which is known as the PTAG, to meet the conditions



            4      of the SCA articles, 4C mitigation measures, and 4G PTAG,



            5      as well as the Spec 5 mitigation measure.



            6          The certificate holder, just as a reminder, is Scout



            7      Clean Energy, submitted a recommendation to the EFSEC



            8      director on July 7th regarding mitigation measures Spec



            9      5, which is the ferruginous hawk.  The certificate



           10      holder's recommendation outlined their proposed locations



           11      for infrastructure placement within the siting corridors



           12      to meet the conditions of Spec 5.  And a companion



           13      document was also received from the PTAG facilitator,



           14      which presents both the Spec 5 recommendation areas of



           15      agreement, as well as the areas of disagreement.



           16          EFSEC staff are reviewing the certificate holder's



           17      SPEC 5 mitigation recommendation, as well as the



           18      facilitator's report and companion documents associated



           19      with the PTAG Spec 5 discussions, this is a mouthful, and



           20      EFSEC staff are reviewing that certificate holder's



           21      recommendation and supporting documentation from the PTAG



           22      facilitator and will provide the Council more detailed



           23      information when we have completed our review.



           24          Do you have any questions?



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council?
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            1                        MR. PAMPLIN:  When do you anticipate



            2      that analysis to be complete?



            3                        MS. MOON:  We are working on it



            4      actively now and we certainly hope to have more



            5      information to bring to the Council in August.



            6                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Okay thank you.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Comments?  Questions?



            8      Okay.  Moving on to Hop Hill Solar, Mr. Barnes.



            9                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



           10      and EFSEC Council members, this is John Barnes, EFSEC



           11      Staff for Hop Hill application.  We continue to



           12      coordinate and review the applications with our



           13      contractors, contracted agencies, and tribal governments.



           14      Are there any questions?



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  There are none.



           16                        MR. BARNES:  I am -- I see that



           17      Wallula Gap is not on the schedule but I am prepared to



           18      update on that as well.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Actually go ahead.  I



           20      was going to bring it up at the end.  Thanks for flagging



           21      that.  You are on, anything on Wallula Gap?



           22                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



           23      and Council members, this is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff for



           24      the Wallula Gap application.  On July 7th, 2025, EFSEC



           25      received results of the traditional cultural properties
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            1      study that was conducted by the Yakama Nation.  Staff are



            2      currently reviewing the results of the study.



            3          We are currently awaiting results of an application



            4      addendum as a result of a site visit with the Department



            5      of Ecology and the applicant's wetland consultant Jeff



            6      Gray that took place on June 24th, 2025.  We continue to



            7      coordinate and review with our -- coordinate the review



            8      of the application with our contractors, contracting



            9      agencies, and tribal governments.  Are there any



           10      questions?



           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Not at this time.



           12      Thank you for flagging that.  Moving on to the Goldeneye



           13      BESS project, Ms. Snarski.



           14                        MS. SNARSKI:  Again, this is Joanne



           15      Snarski, the siting specialist for the proposed Goldeneye



           16      battery energy storage facility in Skagit County.  Staff



           17      are continuing to work with our partnering agencies to



           18      review and seek information on the application for site



           19      certification.  Staff are also currently focused on our



           20      work with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife



           21      on clarifying issues related to a drainage ditch within



           22      the project boundary to the adjacent Townsend Creek.



           23      Townsend Creek feeds directly into Skagit River and is



           24      therefore high priority.  I have no further updates.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you.
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            1      Moving on to the Transmission Programmatic Environmental



            2      Impact Statement, Mr. Greene.



            3                        MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair



            4      Beckett and Council members.  This is Sean Greene, SEPA



            5      specialist for EFSEC.  Since the last Council meeting



            6      EFSEC staff held a meeting with Department of Ecology to



            7      discuss the relationship between our transmission



            8      programmatic EIS and the Wind Solar and Green Heights



            9      programmatic EISs that Ecology has recently published.



           10          As a result, EFSEC is making several changes to our



           11      transmission programmatic EIS to make sure that the



           12      terminology and structure used among the various



           13      programmatic EISs are more consistent.



           14          EFSEC staff continues to work with our consultants



           15      at WSP to make edits, revisions, and refinements to the



           16      draft programmatic EIS, including a digital version of



           17      this programmatic EIS, that will be posted online titled



           18      as PE Programmatic.



           19          We currently anticipate publishing the final



           20      programmatic EIS in late September 2025.  Are there any



           21      questions?



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, questions?



           23      Comments on that important work coming forward?  All



           24      right.  Very well.  Thanks for the update, including the



           25      expected timeline.
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            1          Moving on to Badger Mountain, Joanne Snarski.



            2                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you.  Once again,



            3      this is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the



            4      proposed Badger Mountain Solar facility in Douglas



            5      County.  Back in April, I presented an application



            6      extension request to the Council on behalf of this



            7      project.  The initial request was made to extend the



            8      review period until further notice.  During the April



            9      meeting, Staff recommended the Council approve an



           10      extension through the end of July in anticipation of the



           11      June update from the applicant.



           12          As we have approached this time frame, the director



           13      of siting compliance, Ms. Hafkemeyer and myself have been



           14      in communication with the developer to seek information



           15      on their intentions to pursue or not the Badger Mountain



           16      application.



           17          During our initial conversation, they indicated they



           18      did not want to withdraw the application.  We requested



           19      that they identify the factors that they are evaluating,



           20      and provide us with the timeframes within which they hope



           21      to complete their assessment for continuation.



           22          We expect to have this information for the Council's



           23      review at the August Council meeting.  I have no further



           24      updates.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, for that
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            1      update.  And I guess I would just emphasize the updates



            2      include the query we all seek kind of on the path ahead,



            3      and just want to affirm the importance of that not only



            4      to Council but also the Staff on behalf of the members of



            5      many of the different constituencies watching this



            6      project, including the applicant.  Certainly encourage



            7      Staff to continue their existing work on that plan you



            8      just laid out.  Thank you.



            9          Moving on, we have a new update on the Small Modular



           10      Reactor, Amy Moon will provide that kickoff.



           11                        MS. MOON:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



           12      and EFSEC Council members.  EFSEC is working with Energy



           13      Northwest, and Energy Northwest for just a reminder, has



           14      the Columbia Generating Station over in Tri-Cities, so we



           15      are working with Energy Northwest in a preapplication



           16      capacity to establish coordination between EFSEC, Energy



           17      Northwest, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, as well as



           18      the Federal Department of Energy.



           19          This preapplication coordination is for a proposed



           20      new nuclear project for an advanced reactor, which is



           21      also referred to as a small modular reactor.  This



           22      coordination is to help Energy Northwest be better



           23      prepared to submit a complete application at a future



           24      date.  EFSEC Staff will continue to update the Council as



           25      we move through this preapplication phase.
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            1          Does the Council have any questions?



            2                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council have any



            3      questions at this stage?  It's the beginning of an



            4      important road ahead.



            5                        MS. MOON:  It is, and we are excited



            6      to be in this preapplication period so that we are all



            7      better informed and can move forward.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  That's an important



            9      consideration to be taken into account.  Thank you in



           10      that regard.  Okay, that completes our project updates



           11      for this particular meeting.



           12          And we do have -- our next item is the Council



           13      delegation of authority to the EFSEC director.  Our



           14      director is Sonia Bumpus, who, I believe, has an opening



           15      comment here in a moment.



           16          I will note for Council members of public that I



           17      mentioned in the last meeting that I will continue to



           18      help facilitate initial presentation and discussion and



           19      then given I will recuse myself from a vote or



           20      deliberation on the particulars, including the provision



           21      that for some has a connections to the Horse Heaven



           22      project, from which I recused myself.  I will again



           23      recuse myself from action on this delegation of



           24      authority, and exercise my right as the chair to request



           25      to delegate the Chair's authority in this case.  Council
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            1      Brewster has made a personal favor of going to serve in



            2      that role where the Council wants to take this issue, and



            3      Ms. Brewster will serve as the Chair in any action to be



            4      taken.



            5          So with that long preface, Director Bumpus over to



            6      you.



            7                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you, Chair



            8      Beckett and Council members.  I appreciate the



            9      opportunity to talk about the delegation of authority



           10      policy update.



           11          At the June Council meeting, I provided an update



           12      relative to draft Policy 16-01, which delegates authority



           13      to the Director to approve the construction and operation



           14      facility plans that are identified in our site



           15      certificate agreements.



           16          So to reiterate, this policy is a longstanding



           17      policy.  It's been in place for many, many years, prior



           18      even to my time at EFSEC, and was in place during my



           19      predecessor's time at EFSEC, who also reviewed and



           20      approved plans on behalf of the Council under this



           21      policy.



           22          The purpose of this action is to update the policy



           23      to reflect the statutory changes that were in effect,



           24      became effective in June of 2022, where EFSEC became an



           25      independent agency.
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            1          It also is updated to include specific plans that we



            2      are now seeing as requirements in the site certification



            3      agreements that we have issued recently, and that we



            4      expect will be working on in the future, so it does



            5      contain updates to reflect the current landscape of the



            6      work that we are doing for the projects that we are



            7      seeing today.



            8          Staff posted the revised policy for public comment



            9      prior to the June meeting, and given the substantive



           10      comments that we received, I proposed at the June meeting



           11      that we give us some additional time to post a track



           12      changes version of the draft policy, and that we take



           13      this up in July, which is what we are doing today.



           14          The comments that we received prior to the June



           15      public meeting expressed frustration with the fact that



           16      we hadn't put out a redlined version of the draft policy



           17      that was noted by commenters.  There was also some



           18      confusion about whether or not it was a new or existing



           19      policy.  So since that time, we have posted -- we took



           20      the opportunity actually to make some further edits to



           21      the policy.  We published that for comment prior to this



           22      meeting.  It was a short comment period.  We did not have



           23      a lot of time to prepare prior to this meeting, so I do



           24      acknowledge that, but fortunately we did get, I think,



           25      some very good participation from the public, even though
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            1      it was a short public comment period.  And it looks like



            2      we received nine comments on this most recent comment



            3      period.



            4          So now what we are looking at is a group of comments



            5      that we received in June, and then publishing a refined



            6      version that showed the policy and track changes, and



            7      another comment period this month, and so now as of today



            8      we have reviewed the comments from the June public



            9      comment period, the July public comment period, and we



           10      have also had our legal team do a legal analysis of the



           11      comments we received from both of those comment periods.



           12      That information was provided to the Council in a



           13      confidential memo.



           14          So just a couple of remarks in addition, based off



           15      having reviewed the comments that we more recently



           16      received this month.  A lot of the comments were similar



           17      to what we heard in the first comment period, you know,



           18      substantial concerns with the opportunity for public



           19      input as part of the plan review process, the



           20      appropriateness of the Council delegating this authority



           21      to the Director, and so I wanted to make a couple



           22      clarifying remarks about that.



           23          The first is that, again, it's a longstanding



           24      policy.  We have operated in this way for many, many



           25      years.  That aside, though, the purpose of this policy is
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            1      to allow the Director to vet the plans, to ensure that



            2      they are consistent with the terms and conditions that



            3      this Council stipulates and prescribes in the site



            4      certificate agreement at issue.



            5          And I want to point that out, and I want to



            6      emphasize that because the plans that we have in place



            7      for our facilities their contents are outlined in rules.



            8      Rules that many of which EFSEC promulgates from other



            9      agencies, like the Department of Ecology.  So, for



           10      instance, the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, is a



           11      stormwater management plan that facilities have to have



           12      when they have an NPDES permit.  The plan has details in



           13      there about the best practices for managing stormwater,



           14      preventing stormwater pollution and things like this, and



           15      the who and the what and the how.  That is the



           16      information that exists in rules.  I am not creating new



           17      standards, new policies, new requirements when I review



           18      these plans.  They exist in rules.



           19          The SCA includes any other terms and conditions,



           20      including these other requirements, but any other



           21      additional terms and conditions that this decisionmaking



           22      body prescribes.  So I'm looking at these plans to ensure



           23      that they meet those requirements, those standards, and



           24      those rules, and then also that they are compliant and



           25      consistent with what is in the site certification
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            1      agreement that this Council approves.  And so I hope -- I



            2      offer that as some additional remarks in hopes of



            3      clarifying for the public what this delegation of



            4      authority is.  It is not allowing me to, you know, create



            5      or incorporate whatever it is I may come up with.  It is



            6      prescribed.  It is based off of what this Council decides



            7      when it makes its recommendation for that particular



            8      project.



            9          So with that, I did want to just point out we have



           10      Zack Packer here, who spoke with Jon Thompson, and is



           11      familiar with the legal advice memo, so he is here to



           12      answer questions if there are any from the Council.  And,



           13      of course, I'm happy to answer any questions you have



           14      about this update if it pleases the Council to take this



           15      up today.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Director



           17      Bumpus.  So let me just clarify that we will now turn to



           18      Council discussion of the briefing, and based on that, if



           19      there's further, we will move forward with the current



           20      proposed action.  I will acknowledge that possibility and



           21      so turn that to Council Brewster, but first, as was



           22      noted, if there are comments, questions from Council,



           23      let's have those now.



           24                        MS. BREWSTER:  A number of the



           25      commenters commented on what they perceived as a lack of
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            1      opportunity to view and then comment on the plan.  Can



            2      you address that when an opportunity for them to comment



            3      would be?



            4                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  So let me see if I



            5      can make the answer succinct.  So during the application



            6      review process, the site, what we call -- what we refer



            7      to as the siting process, there are multiple



            8      opportunities for public comments on the application,



            9      land use consistency, as part of the environmental review



           10      under the State Environmental Policy Act.  If there is an



           11      adjudication there's like a public comment opportunity as



           12      part of the adjudicative hearing, plus all of the



           13      information that those processes themselves offer.



           14          So within our siting process, there are multiple



           15      opportunities for the public to provide input into the



           16      environmental review and what issues need to be addressed



           17      for the Council to consider for the site certification



           18      agreement.



           19          And so what I would say is that post site



           20      certification, once you have issued a site certification



           21      agreement, just to get to the place of issuing a site



           22      certification agreement you have held multiple, multiple



           23      opportunities for public comment about the conditions,



           24      all of the requirements, the mitigation measures, any of



           25      the conditions and terms that the Council is considering,
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            1      those are all put out for the public to comment on.  So I



            2      would say that by the time you are at post SCA issuance



            3      and you have a specific plan, like -- I will just use the



            4      same example of a stormwater pollution prevention plan,



            5      you are going to do comment as part of your stormwater



            6      permit.  That's something that we typically are doing.



            7      You are going to get comments on the permit, but the



            8      plan, what's required in the plan is already stipulated



            9      in the rules.  And the plan's job really is to reflect



           10      whatever those other conditions are that you have



           11      outlined for construction and operation.  So I would just



           12      say that I think the opportunity for public input, while



           13      it -- while we are not planning to do it on each discreet



           14      plan, the siting process it's baked into that, and if



           15      there are conditions that need to eventually live in a



           16      plan those have gone through a public comment process.



           17          And I don't know if Zack wants to add to that



           18      because the legal perspective may be different, but I



           19      think that when -- by the time we get to a SCA issuance,



           20      we just organically have had lots of input into what the



           21      terms and conditions for that facility are going to be,



           22      and these plans are just a place where they are going to



           23      live so that the people that are constructing and



           24      operating at the facility know what to do for those



           25      particular activities.
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            1                        MR. PACKER:  I wouldn't say that I



            2      have a whole lot to add from a legal perspective, but



            3      this is how does the Council operate question.  I have



            4      just offered that having reviewed the comments from this



            5      round, I didn't see anything that would change the



            6      analysis in the memo that was shared with the staff



            7      earlier this month, but I would be happy to talk about



            8      legal considerations in more detail on any of these



            9      pieces, including in an executive session if appropriate.



           10                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Did that answer your



           11      question?



           12                        MS. BREWSTER:  So what I'm hearing is



           13      during the siting process, so during the development of



           14      the SCA, if a member of the public had specific issues



           15      with what goes in the plans they would be evaluating that



           16      when the draft SCA is out to the public?



           17                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  So some applicants



           18      in the past that I have worked with have submitted draft



           19      versions of their plans as part of their application for



           20      site certification.  The completeness of the plans during



           21      that time usually developers may be at 40 to 60 percent



           22      design, so typically the plans are going to be in very



           23      rough draft form at that point, and so there is -- there



           24      are -- there have been cases where I would call -- we



           25      were doing public comment on an application for site
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            1      certification and there were actually draft plans in the



            2      appendices of what we received, but not all developers do



            3      that.  They are required in our rules for the ASC to



            4      identify all of the permits and authorizations, whether



            5      they are local, state, federal, that they trigger, that



            6      they would require for what they are proposing to do, and



            7      so that's usually where all the plans are listed and



            8      identified, you know, where they are recognizing I know I



            9      need this permit and I am going to need this, but we



           10      don't always have drafts of the plans.



           11          One thing that I did think of after my initial



           12      remarks is that there is also the discretionary piece of



           13      that that we have carved out a bit more in its scope,



           14      which is where, in the current language, if there are



           15      concerns from third parties, other agencies, which was



           16      already part of the original language, the Director has



           17      the disconnect discretion and take a plan to the Council



           18      for approval.  And I mention that because that certainly



           19      would include public comment on that plan, if not just



           20      the issue to be resolved because the discretionary bit of



           21      this policy is about in cases where the contents or the



           22      requirements for the plan aren't black and white, there



           23      may be something that needs to be resolved or answered



           24      before we can determine exactly what needs to go in that



           25      plan.  So in a case where I'm exercising that discretion





                                                                           32

�







            1      and taking it to the Council for you to weigh in under



            2      the OPMA final actions require public comment.  So if we



            3      were on that track, there would be a public comment



            4      opportunity on that particular plan.  But aside from



            5      that, it would depend on if we have draft plans as part



            6      of the application.



            7          I don't know if that make senses, but I tired to



            8      kind of partition those out there.



            9                        MS. BREWSTER:  Yes.



           10                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I could supplement



           11      as well.  We do identify typically in draft site



           12      certification agreements what the appropriate guidance



           13      documents are, so continuing the stormwater example, we



           14      will typically indicate if the Easter Washington



           15      Stormwater Manual or the Western Washington Stormwater



           16      Manual is appropriate so that it's very clear what



           17      guidance documents apply to the plans listed in the SCA.



           18      And when the drafts are out for public comment, where



           19      EFSEC has indicated additional conditions in addition to



           20      what is typically required in those guidance manuals,



           21      there is opportunity for the public to identify if they



           22      think an additional condition should be added in the SCA



           23      that we hadn't already had language for.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Are there other



           25      comments or questions from Council members?  Council
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            1      Levitt?



            2                        MR. LEVITT:  Good afternoon.  I guess



            3      I would reiterate that since I have been a Council member



            4      it does seem that EFSEC has received consistent feedback



            5      that our comment periods do not provide enough time for



            6      feedback.  That's been on a variety of projects, a



            7      variety of different documents during the years that I



            8      have been on the Council.  Does EFSEC -- I mean, and I



            9      think that feedback for both the Council and Staff and



           10      Managers, but do you have any thoughts on the ways that



           11      Council and EFSEC Staff could improve our public comment



           12      process?



           13                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you for the



           14      question.  Yes, I do think that there are opportunities



           15      for us to improve the public comment process.  We have



           16      several public comment milestones that are part of our



           17      siting process, but with the changes to the OPMA in 2022,



           18      we have -- we have, I guess you could say, tried



           19      different things with respect to incorporating public



           20      comment on all of the final actions.  I think that has



           21      been even more of a challenge in these recent years



           22      because of our increased project workload.  We have more



           23      actions now than we did several years ago, and I think



           24      that that's part of what we are seeing here with the



           25      limited public comment opportunities, but I do think that
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            1      is an ongoing internal discussion that we are talking



            2      about with our legal counsel as to how we can be more



            3      efficient, but still ensure that we are allowing adequate



            4      time for notice of public comment periods that are



            5      coming, and adequate time for the public comment periods



            6      themselves.  We do recognize that it's a challenge, and



            7      we haven't arrived at a fix yet, but there are many ideas



            8      for how we can improve it.  It is a very high priority



            9      for us to implement changes within the next couple of



           10      months to improve this.  Not just because of the comments



           11      on this particular action, but as you said Council Member



           12      Levitt, for the other comments we have received in recent



           13      years about this.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that,



           15      Director Bumpus, and agree with the high prioritization



           16      that you are taking with this.



           17          Council Levitt, let me check if you had other



           18      comments or questions.  I will note that we could hear



           19      you but there was feedback on your end that I just wanted



           20      to flag for you in case you had other questions or



           21      comments.



           22                        MR. LEVITT:  No.  I don't think I have



           23      any other questions.  I guess I would offer myself up as



           24      a member -- or a Council member that could certainly be a



           25      sounding board if Staff or Managers wanted to talk about
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            1      ideas.  At Department of Ecology I would say our average



            2      minimum for a public comment period is usually two weeks,



            3      and then there are many comment periods that are even



            4      longer.  For example, we do have a clean energy siting



            5      group and they just put out a document that's open for a



            6      month for public comment.  And so, yeah, definitely



            7      something I track at our agency and working on various



            8      things, and I'm interested in providing more feedback on



            9      this topic.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you,



           11      Council.  Is there comments or questions from Council



           12      members?



           13                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Two comments here, and I



           14      really have already been expressed.  I agree with the



           15      concerns here about the public comment period, and so



           16      appreciate the remarks, Director Bumpus, that you offered



           17      about you are looking at this, and agree with Council



           18      Member Levitt's idea and put me in the camp of offering



           19      to help where I can.



           20          Reading the comments on this particular policy



           21      document, as well as in other projects, we get frustrated



           22      for the public to have those short windows of



           23      opportunity, understand the statutory requirement that



           24      also that's a thing we can anticipate and try to build in



           25      so hopefully we can provide more appropriate public
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            1      comment links given the weight of the issue in front of



            2      the Council.



            3          In terms of the content merits of the proposed



            4      revisions to the policy, it strikes me as very



            5      administrative in nature, snapping some of the language



            6      to the statutes that passed a few years ago, as well as



            7      just clarifying some of the plans.  All of this looks



            8      downstream to me of the approval of the SCA, which is



            9      extensive public comment on and goes through the process



           10      at the Council and approved by the Council, and so for



           11      those reasons I'm supportive of the revisions.  Thanks.



           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.



           13      Other questions or comments from Council members?  Okay.



           14      Well, I guess let me know since Council Pamplin started



           15      to voice his view, I think about the policy, if you wish



           16      I would step back as Chair and designate Council Brewster



           17      as the acting Chair if Council wishes to proceed from



           18      here, so I will turn it over to Council Brewster for any



           19      further discussion and/or motions, et cetera for proposed



           20      action.



           21                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  With no



           22      further comments following Director Bumpus' presentation,



           23      is there a motion to approve the clarifying amendments to



           24      EFSEC Policy 16.01, delegating certain plan approvals to



           25      the EFSEC Director?
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            1                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Ma'am Chair, I will move



            2      that we approve the revisions to Policy 16-01 as



            3      presented by Staff.



            4                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  And is there a



            5      second?



            6                        MR. YOUNG:  Lenny Young, second.



            7                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  We have a motion on



            8      the table.  Further discussion?  Okay.  So hearing none,



            9      we will go ahead and take a vote to approve the



           10      clarifying amendments of EFSEC Policy 16-01.  All those



           11      in favor say aye?



           12                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



           13               (Note Mr. Levitt abstained from voting.)



           14                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Opposed?  Motion



           15      carries.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And one abstention.



           17                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  One abstention.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council



           19      Brewster.



           20          Okay.  I believe we have two other items.  First is



           21      the cost allocation by Director Bumpus.



           22                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you, Chair



           23      Beckett and Council members.  This is the nondirect cost



           24      allocation of dates for first quarter fiscal year 2026.



           25      For Columbia Generating Station, 20 percent.  Horse
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            1      Heaven, 15 percent.  Chehalis, six percent.  Grays Harbor



            2      1 and 2, six percent.  Carriger Solar, six percent.



            3      Goldeneye, five percent.  Hop Hill, five percent.



            4      Wallula Gap, five percent.  Wautoma, five percent.



            5      Columbia Solar, four percent.  Ostrea, four percent.



            6      Goose Prairie, four percent.  Kittitas Valley, four



            7      percent.  Wild Horse Wind, four percent.  WNP 1, three



            8      percent.  Badger Mountain, two percent, High Top, two



            9      percent.



           10          And I just wanted to note for the Council that with



           11      the termination of Desert Claim SCA, that's why you do



           12      not see them in the nondirect cost allocation



           13      distribution.



           14          Are there any questions about the cost allocation?



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,



           16      anything for the Director?  Okay.  Hearing none we will



           17      move on to our next and last item, formal item anyway



           18      today, new stuff introduction by Director Bumpus.



           19                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Okay.  Well, so I



           20      want to introduce and public, and we are very, very happy



           21      to welcome Nabila Gomes.  She is our new director of our



           22      administrative division her at EFSEC.  She comes to us



           23      from a very large agency, Commerce.  I'm going to



           24      definitely give her an opportunity to add in whatever she



           25      would like, but she has substantial experience in lien
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            1      practices, policy, rulemaking.  We are -- I could go on



            2      and on, but she has just a very broad skill set that is



            3      very much needed here at EFSEC for all of the work we are



            4      doing, including one of the things we just talked about,



            5      which was around improving process around public comment.



            6      So welcome Nabila, and we are very happy to have you here



            7      as part of the EFSEC team.



            8                        MS. GOMES:  My name is Nabila Gomes.



            9      I came to EFSEC from OIC, deputy operations over at the



           10      Office of the Insurance Commissioner.  Prior to that, I



           11      was managing director of operations over at the



           12      Department of Commerce.  Before coming to Washington



           13      State, I was responsible for scheduling about 13,000 like



           14      military-related activities for all of the activities --



           15      for all of the -- for any training activities in the



           16      south of Alps, so I was in Italy for four years working



           17      within the training command and doing all of their



           18      scheduling.  And before that I was with the Corps of



           19      Engineers, and so I was responsible for a large amount of



           20      military contracts, going through all of their submittals



           21      and everything, anything related to military construction



           22      for the Wilmington District in North Carolina and the



           23      special ops there.  I was responsible for or it went over



           24      my desk at some point in time.



           25          My specialty is in administration, operations, and
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            1      just streamlining processes improvement, and that's



            2      really where I geek out essentially.  And they have been



            3      more than welcoming, but hopefully I can bring that to



            4      the team as well.



            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, both, and,



            6      Nabila, welcome.  You have a lot of important work on



            7      your desk.  It ultimately affects all of us, as well as



            8      our connection obligations to our public and other key



            9      constituents, so welcome.



           10          Any comments from Council?  Just a collective



           11      welcome from the Council.



           12          Director Bumpus, are there any other items or



           13      closing comments of an informal nature or otherwise?  I



           14      will turn to the Council for similar closing comments



           15      before we do so.



           16                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  I have



           17      nothing further.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Anything else



           19      from our fellow Council members?  Okay.  Just one moment.



           20      And I will just read for the record and the public and



           21      the moment that Council Levitt would like the minutes to



           22      reflect that he abstained from the vote on Policy 16-01.



           23      And let me just double check, Ms. Grantham, I don't



           24      believe that will change the passage of that?



           25                        MS. GRANTHAM:  No.
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  So that policy is



            2      still passed and adopted in the case by Chair Brewster,



            3      and unless there's any comments to what I just made,



            4      thanks for posting that in our Teams chat, Council



            5      Levitt.



            6          Any closing comments?  Okay.  Then we are adjourned



            7      at 2:21.  Thank you.



            8                         (Proceedings concluded at 2:21 p.m.)
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