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CHAI R BECKETT: Good afternoon. This
I's Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site
Eval uati on Council, and I'mcalling our Cctober, 15, 2025
meeting to order. Ms. Barker, if you could call roll.

M5. BARKER  Certainly, Chair.
Depart ment of Commerce? Departnent of Ecol ogy?

MR, NELSON: Here.

M5. BARKER  Departnent of Fish and
Wlidlife?

M5. OSBORNE: Elizabeth Gsborne is
here for Commerce. M apol ogi es.

M5. BARKER  Thank you. Departnent of
Fish and Wldlife?

MR. PAMPLIN. Nate Panplin for Fish
and Wldlife.

M5. BARKER  Departnent of Natural
Resour ces?

MR. RYAN. Maverick Ryan here for DNR

M5. BARKER Utilities &
Transportati on Conm ssion?

M5. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster,
present .

M5. BARKER  Local CGovernnent and
Optional State Agencies. For the Hop Hi Il Project, Paul

Kr upi n?
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For the Carriger Solar project, Matt Chiles.

MR, CH LES. WMatt Chiles, present.

M5. BARKER  For the Wallula Gap
proj ect, Adam Fyall ?

For the ol deneye BESS project, Robby Eckroth?

MR, ECKROTH. Robby Eckroth, present.

M5. BARKER  Assistant Attorney
General, Jon Thonpson?

MR THOMPSON: Present.

M5. BARKER  Zack Packer? Talia
Thuet ?

MS. THUET: Present.

M5. BARKER  For EFSEC staff, | wll
call only those anticipated to speak today. Sonia
Bunpus?

BUWPUS: Present.

BARKER: Am Haf keneyer ?
HAFKEMEYER:  Present.
BARKER:  Amy Mbon?

MOON:  Present.

BARKER: Sara Randol ph?
RANDOLPH:  Present.
BARKER: Sean G eene?
GREENE: Present.

BARKER: John Bar nes?

52300 DD DD D
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MR, BARNES: Present.

M5. BARKER  Joanne Snar ski ?

MS. SNARSKI : Present.

M5. BARKER  Maria Bel ki na?

MS. BELKI NA: Present.

M5. BARKER  For QOperational Updates.
Ch, Lisa McLean? |'msorry.

M5. MCLEAN: Present.

M5. BARKER  For Qperational updates,
Kittitas Valley Wnd project?

MR. CASEDAY: Jarred Caseday, present.

M5. BARKER WId Horse Wnd Power
proj ect ?

M5. RANDOLPH. This is Sarah Randol ph,
"Il be giving the update for Wl d Horse.

M5. BARKER  Grays Harbor Energy
Center?

MR. PACE: FEric Pace, present.

M5. BARKER  Chehalis Generation
Facility?

MR SMTH  Jereny Smth, present.

M5. BARKER  Col unbi a Generating
Station?

MS. ELSETHAGEN: Kelly El set hagen,
present.

253.627.6401 B:AL.T.GAT.ON S scheduling@byersanderson.com
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M5. BARKER  Col unbi a Sol ar?
MS. ESPER  Katy Esper, present.
M5. BARKER  Goose Prairie Sol ar?
MR. JIA: Nelson Jia, here, present.
M5. BARKER  Ostrea Sol ar?
MR VOLTZ: Jon Voltz, present.
M5. BARKER |s there anyone online

for the Counsel for the Environnent?

M5. REYNEVELD: Yes, Sarah Reyneveld
and Yuriy Korol are present.

M5. BARKER  Thank you. Chair, there
Is a quorumfor all councils.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Counsel
there's an agenda before us. Do | have a notion to adopt
it?

MS. BREWSTER  Stacey Brewster, | nove
to adopt the agenda for today's neeting.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. |Is there a
second.

MR. PAMPLIN. Second, Nate Panplin.

CHAI R BECKETT: Motion has been noved
a seconded. Are there any changes to the agenda?
Hearing none, all those in favor say aye?

MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

CHAI R BECKETT: Opposed? Al right.
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Agenda i s adopt ed.
Next up we have our mnutes fromthe Septenber 17th

nmonthly neeting. Do | have a notion to approve the
m nut es, pl ease, Council ?

M5. OSBORNE: Elizabeth Osborne, so
noved.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

MR. PAMPLIN: Second, this is Nate.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. The
m nut es have been noved and seconded. Are there any
changes to the mnutes? | did not, upon review ng them
have any to suggest nyself. Oher Council nenbers?
Ckay. Seeing none, | wll call the vote. Al in favor
of approving the m nutes of Septenber 17th, please say
aye?

MJULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

CHAI R BECKETT: Al right. Qpposed?
Al right. Mnutes are adopted.

So it's ny pleasure to both honor a couple of our

now former nenbers of the EFSEC Council before
I ntroducing the replacenents that the agenci es have
brought forward. And those who have participated in our
neetings reqgqularly, Eli Levitt, of the Departnent of

Ecol ogy, his last neeting was on the 17th of Septenber
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and we briefly honored himthen. W wll certainly be
honoring all of our new forner Council nenbers here
towards the end of the year in a nore appropriate
resolution in their nane. But in particular, | just
wanted to thank Lenny Young, who did retire in the nonth
of Septenber, and a | ongstandi ng dedi cated State
enpl oyee, and appreciated his public service, and want to
acknow edge Lenny's strong contribution to the EFSEC
Council for many years as wel | .

And so with that acknow edgnent, let nme first
i ntroduce Bl ake Nel son, who is representing now the
Depart nent of Ecol ogy, and is the Southwest Region
Manager for the Solid Waste Managenent Program  And
Counci I man Nel son, if you would like to introduce
yourself. And, again, on behalf of all the Council
menbers, wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN NELSON:  Thank you, Chair

Beckett. You did a pretty sufficient job there. I'm
with the Departnment of Ecology in the Solid Waste
Program particularly the nmanager of the Sout hwest
Regi on.

You know, on a personal note, | grew up in
Centralia. M father and grandfather worked at
Trans-Alta, the coal plant there. And although |I don't

profess to siting many coal facilities, | do have a great

253.627.6401 BA scheduling@byersanderson.com
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interest in energy policy and studies that |'ve had in
grad school. So I"'mreal excited to be part of the Board
and to work with you all.

CHAI R BECKETT: Appreciate that.
Thank you very nuch, Council man Nel son, and wel cone
aboard.

Next we have Maverick Ryan who is with the

Department of Natural Resources and is the Deputy
Director of Tribal Relations. And, Councilnmn Ryan, we
wel come you and ask you to introduce yourself and any
remar ks you wi sh to make.

COUNCI LMAN RYAN: Thank you, Chair.
(Speaking in Cowmitz) In Cowitz, that's hello good
people, ny nane is Maverick Ryan. |'mthe Deputy
Director of Tribal Relations at the Washi ngton State
Departnent of Natural Resources, proud citizen of Cowmitz
Indian Tribe, and |"'mreally excited to join you in this
work as DNR s representative on this Council.

A couple things | want to nention. |'m honored to

be here representi ng Conm ssi oner Updegrove. And in
January, when he took office, he outlined his core val ues
in leading the agency. There are four of them respect,
prof essionalism integrity, and joy. Those four val ues
i nf or m deci si onmaki ng t hroughout our agency, and what |

hope to enbody through ny participation with you here.
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In addition to that, there are two other prinary
things I want to say as part of ny introduction. One is
procedural, and the other one is just kind of a personal
observation. And to tackle the procedural itemfirst, |
want to be transparent with nmy new coll eagues in this
body in disclosing that in ny enploynent history, |
previously worked at a |l ocal consulting firmin Seattle
for approximately a year and a half where | carried the
title of Manager of Public Affairs. In this role, |
provi ded adm ni strative and proj ect nmanagenent support to
vari ous energy-related projects until | departed the firm
in March of 2023.

Sonme of the consulting work included projects that
sel ected the EFSEC comm ttee pat hway, including the
ol deneye Battery Energy Storage project. In addition,
al though I was not personally involved in Hop H Il Solar
and Horse Heaven O ean Energy Center project, those
projects were clients of the firml was at while | was an
enpl oyee.

| do not want ny prior association with these
projects to affect fairness, integrity, and transparency
of the Council's work, so therefore | will be recusing
nmyself fromparticipating in any decisi onnmaking rel ated
to the Council's recomendation to the Governor on the

ol deneye Battery Storage or Hop Hi Il Sol ar projects.
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| wll also recuse nyself from Council
deci sionmaking relate to mtigati on neasures and
remai ni ng project design, construction, mcro siting for
Horse Heaven. This neans that | will not actively
participate in the adjudicative hearings or Council
devel opnent of adjudicative orders on these project
matters.

Recusal is both the standard and an essential step
to support public confidence in the Council's proceedi ngs
and to uphold the highest ethical standards. M/ deci sion
Is rooted in a commtnent to ensuring that all projects
are reviewed objectively, free fromany perceived
prej udgnent or bi as.

And |l et ne assure you, while I will not be invol ved
in the decisionmaking for those specific projects, |
remain fully commtted to supporting the Council's broad
m ssion of ensuring responsible and thorough eval uation
of energy facility proposals, and full consideration of
al | constituencies' perspectives.

And then on a personal note, | want to al so thank ny
fellow Council nenbers for their understanding in
supporting those neasures. And |I'mparticularly excited
to be joining the Council, as an indi genous person in
this nmonent in tinme, when our clean energy goals as a

state and our obligations to safeguarding the treaty and
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reserve rights and resources of tribal nations feel
i ncreasingly set at odds with one anot her.

As has been wi dely spoken about, the scale of our
energy future depends -- demands that we find pathways
forward together. Last year, | spoke with an el der who
has experience in the energy field, and he told ne in
order to nmeet our clean energy goals as a state and as a
nation, we will have to mne nore copper in the next ten
years than we have in the entirety of recorded history.
That sane el der would go on to rem nd those in
conversation with himthat our presence as indi genous
peopl e on these | ands predates recorded history. | think
these two truths have to find a way to live in harnony
Wi th one another in this transition.

|"ma person who believes the tribal nations are the
front lines of our clean energy future, not just in our
state but across the West. | look forward to finding
ways in this role to ensure that the State of WAshi ngton
Is able to find nutually agreeable ways to advance our
goals for the future. |In closing (speaking in Cowitz),
thank you in Cowitz. |'meager to serve and excited for
t he opportunity.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, Council man
Ryan. And to both our new Council nenbers, again, a

hearty wel cone. And as you can see fromthe busy agenda
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today, which | think is probably a trend |ine and not
i nherently a new one, but certainly one that's going to
be around. So with that we will nbve on to our project
updates. And with that, Kittitas Valley Wnd, Jarred
Caseday. Make your presentation.

MR. CASEDAY: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett and EFSEC Council and Staff, and wel cone to the
new nmenbers. This is Jarred Caseday with EDP Renewabl es,
wth the Kittitas Valley Wnd Power project, and we have
not hi ng nonroutine to report for the period.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Mbving on
to WIld Horse Wnd project, Sara Randol ph of EFSEC Staff.

M5. RANDOLPH. Good afternoon. Thank
you, Chair Beckett, Council nenbers and Staff. This is
Sara Randol ph, site specialist for Wld Horse. This
facility update is provided in your packet. M.
Gal braith reported at the July Council neeting that there
Is alarge tear in one of the base towers. And she wll
keep us posted as to when they plan on bringing down the
turbine. There are no nonroutine updates to report.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very nuch.
Moving on to the Chehalis Generation Facility, Jereny
Smi t h.

MR. SMTH. Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, Council nenbers and EFSEC Staff. This is Jereny
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Smth, the operations nanager representing the Chehalis
Ceneration Facility. | have nothing nonroutine to report
for this reporting period.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very nuch.
Moving on to Grays Harbor Energy Center, Eric Pace.

MR. PACE: (Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, |I'mthe plant engi neer
for the facility, and Grays Harbor Energy does not have
anyt hi ng nonroutine to report for the period.

CHAI R BECKETT: Very well. Moving on
to Col unbia Sol ar, Katy Esper.

M5. ESPER: (Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, this is Katy Esper for
Col unbi a Solar reporting that we have no nonroutine
updat es.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. NMbving on
to Colunbia Generating Station and WNP 1/ 4, Kelly
El set hagen.

M5. ELSETHAGEN: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, EFSEC Council nenbers and Staff, this is Kelly
El set hagen with Energy Northwest Col unbia Generating
Station and WNP 1/4, there are no nonroutine updates to
report for the reporting period.

CHAI R BECKETT: Very well. Thank you.

Moving on to Goose Prairie Solar, Nelson Jia.
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MR. JI A Good afternoon, Nelson here.
No maj or updates to report for the previous nonth.
Nothing to report froman environnental or safety
perspective either. Thank you.

CHAl R BECKETT: Thank you. Mboving on
to Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz

MR. VOLTZ: Hi, Chair Beckett and
EFSEC Council nenbers and Staff, this is Jon Voltz with
Cypress Creek Renewabl es representing Gstrea Sol ar
facility. Construction updates are as follows. Pile and
racking installation is fully conplete for the project.
Modul ar installation is ongoing, as well as wiring and
cable installations. W've achi eved nechani cal
conpletion for the first circuit. Substation nmajor
equi pnrent has been fully delivered and installation is
underway. We are well on track to achieve full
nmechani cal conpletion by the end of the year as
schedul ed.

There was one incident, an environnmental incident
that occurred Septenber 12th. A cenent truck entered the
project site wwth a hydraulic leak -- a leak in the
hydraulic hose. The |eak occurred fromthe entrance all
the way to the substation area, probably about 150 yards.
W estimate |l ess than two gallons were spilled. The

spill was identified imediately. QI catch cans were
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pl aced under the truck to catch the oils. The

contam nated gravel was renoved. Mechanics were
nobilized to the site to fix the leak. And the -- once
it was -- once the truck was noved out of the way the
remai ni ng contam nated gravel was renoved fromthe site.
So it was reported, but fully resolved. That is the only
incident to report for the period.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very nuch.
Moving on to Carriger Solar, and we wll start with
proj ect update from Joanne Snar ski .

M5. SNARSKI: Thank you Chair Beckett
and Council nenbers. For the record, this is Joanne
Snarski, the siting specialist for the proposed Carri ger
Solar facility in Klickitat County.

On June 5th, the Council voted to approve sending a
recomendation to the Governor for the Carriage Sol ar
facility, along wwth a draft site certification
agr eement .

On August 22nd, Governor Ferguson responded with a
letter to Chair Beckett directing the Council to do
further outreach with the Yakama Nation regarding certain
aspects of the draft site certification agreenent.

In response to this request, Chair Beckett sent a
letter to Chairman Gerald Lewis, of the Yakama Nati on

Tri bal Council. Chair Beckett's letter directed the
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Tribe's attention to two prinmary issues as requested by
t he Governor.

One, allow Yakama Nation the opportunity to review
and provide input on the June 19th, 2025 nenorandum from
the EFSEC Chair to the Council nenbership describing the
Chair and the Staff's June 4th, 2025 neeting with the
Tri be.

G ve the Yakama Nation an opportunity to provide
further input on five mtigation nmeasures prescribed by
EFSEC in the mtigation determ nation of nonsignificance,
or MDNS, that are designed to mnim ze inpacts to visual
aesthetics, including traditional and cul tural
properties, also known on TCPs.

On Septenber 26, 2025, EFSEC received a response
fromthe Yakama Nation. For the purpose of this update,
| wll highlight the primary issues brought forward in
this letter. Wth regards to the June 19th, 2025 neno,
the Tribe asserted that the neno does not convey the
depth of the Yakama Nation's concerns with the Carriger
project. They stated that unless they can speak directly
to the Council nenbers through an adjudicative process,
our interpretation of those concerns will be flawed and
I naccur at e.

They al so stated that the neno does not sufficiently

refl ect the Yakama Nation's determ nation that the
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Carriger project by itself, neaning not including future
sol ar devel opnents, will result in significant inpacts to
TCPs. Follow ng, they argued that EFSEC s practice of
not requiring the project proponent to secure a water
supply for the project until just before construction
fails to neet EFSEC s | egal obligation to evaluate the
project's water sources prior to drafting the site
certification agreenent.

Followi ng their review of the mtigation neasures
hi ghl i ghted by the Governor's letter, they identified two
primary concerns along with two proposals for resolution.
The Yakama Nation asserts that the EFSEC i nposed set backs
al ong the roads and adj acent to the Departnent of Natural
Resources managed | ands, are insufficient to mnimze
i npacts to TCPs. They note the use of natural screening
tools are also insufficient to mnimze inpacts to TCPs,
due to the area topography.

To resol ve these concerns, they suggest the Council
deny approval for all solar panels in the northern
portion of the project area, and require conservation
| eases on those parcels. |If this cannot be acconpli shed,
they recommend that we withdraw the mti gated
determ nati on of nonsignificance and draft recomendati on
to the Governor, and initiate a full environnental

analysis. | believe this to nean a conpletion of an

253.627.6401 BA scheduling@byersanderson.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

EFSEC 2025 Monthly Meetings
Transcript, - October 15, 2025 Page 22

environnental inpact statenent, and an adj udi cation
process.

Following review of the letter fromthe Governor and
the response received fromthe Yakama Nation, EFSEC St aff
devel oped a draft resolution 360, and a revised draft of
the site certification agreenent. These docunents were
posted for public review and coment on Cctober 6th, and
it will go through Cctober 19th. That docunent provides
a formal response with the details and citations that
address the Tribe's concerns. | wll provide a brief
overview of our main draft responses here.

In that docunent, we identify EFSEC is not required
to hold an adjudicative hearing for a project once
expedi ted processing of the project application has been
granted. Carriger Solar was granted expedited processing
on May 5th, 2025. Additionally, EFSEC has fully
considered the Carriger project's inpacts on TCPs on its
own and cunul atively wth possible future solar
devel opnent in the area. This information is captured in
the State Environnental Policy Act docunentation for the
project, including the mtigated determ nation of
nonsi gni fi cance and the attached Staff neno.

Al t hough the Yakana Nation did not cite a specific
rule or regulation that it contends EFSEC was viol ating

by not requiring a water source be identified until just
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before the construction, EFSEC has conpleted a full
environnental analysis of the project's anticipated

I npact to water resources. Again, this information can
be found in the mtigated determ nation of
nonsi gni fi cance and the associated Staff neno.

We agree with the Yakama Nation that the Carriger
project, as initially proposed, would have resulted in
significant adverse inpacts to TCPs without mtigation.
EFSEC mai ntains that the mtigation that has been
proposed in the MDNS and the subsequent two revisions,
reduce adverse inpacts to TCPs to a | evel bel ow
significant. Staff are not recomendi ng that the Council
further mtigate by excluding the northern portions of
proj ect from devel opnent and requiring conservation
easenent s.

Resol ution 360 also outlines our draft responses to
the Yakanma Nation's two options for resolution. A
revised draft of the site certification agreenent has
been prepared followi ng review of the Governor's response
letter making nore explicit the commtnent fromthe
devel oper to provide the Yakama Nation with grant funding
for continued TC P research in the area.

Agai n, these docunents have been provided to all
Counci | nmenbers and are avail able on our website. The

public comment period will remain open until Sunday
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eveni ng, October 19th. Since EFSEC is working to
conplete all this work within a 60-day deadline the
Governor requested, Staff are scheduling a speci al
Council neeting on October 21st for the purpose of

Council action. That neeting is scheduled to begin at

9:00 aam and wll be both in person and virtual. Notice
for the neeting wll be distributed in accordance with
RCW 42. 30. 080, and that concludes ny update.

CHAI R BECKETT: Very well. Questions
or coments to Council nenbers for the Carriger Solar
project? I|I'mwaiting to see if any hands get rai sed.

Ms. Snarski or others on the Staff if need be, |I'mnoting

we called it a public coment period here, including at
nmy request probably on the agenda, | just want to nake
sure we reiterated the comment period is still open, but
any further reiteration of that, Ms. Snarski, would be
good for nmenbers of the public to hear.

M5. SNARSKI: Sure. It was posted on
our website and it's available there. The particular
date the docunents |'m speaking of, the draft resol ution
along wwth the draft site certification agreenent, the
revised site certification agreenent, that was posted on
Cctober 6th, but, again, is open through this Sunday,
Cctober 19th. | believe it goes to 11:59 p. m

CHAI R BECKETT: Very well. Thank you
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for the updates. Again, any other questions or conments?
| don't see any. Last call. GCkay. W wll nove on then
to Hop H Il Solar and M. Barnes, John Barnes for the
EFSEC St af f.

MR. BARNES: Thank you, Chair Beckett
and Council nenbers. This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff
for the Hop Hill application. This application is
expecting suppl enental naterials concerning project
expansi on. These materials are needed for a SEPA review
and determ nation. W continue to coordinate and revi ew
the application wth our contractor, contracted agencies,

and tribal governnents. Are there any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. | do not
have any at this tinme. Any other Council nenbers? ay.
Heari ng none, we will nove on to Wallula Gap, again, M.
Bar nes.

MR. BARNES:. Thank you, Chair Beckett
and Council nmenbers. This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff
for the Wallula Gap application. Staff are working with
the applicant to conplete a supplenental wetl ands report
materials that are needed to support the SEPA review for
this application. W continue to coordinate the
applicant -- continue to coordinate with the applicant
and the Yakama Nation Cul tural Resource Program staff

follow ng receipt of the TCP study regarding identified
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I npacts for the project and potential mtigation. Are
there any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Council nenbers for
Wal lul a Gap? Gkay. Seeing no questions we will nove on
to CGol deneye Battery Storage project, and wll turn it
back to Joanne Snar ski .

M5. SNARSKI: Thank you, Chair
Beckett. Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting
specialist for the proposed Gol deneye Battery Energy
Storage Facility in Skagit County. The applicant is
currently working on a revised site plan for the facility
to better acconmopdate coments from supporting agencies
on water resources and on adjacent -- on and adjacent to
the proposed location. W anticipate that a joint
neeting wth those agencies and the applicant will occur
followng the submttal of that revised plan. That's all
| have for now

CHAI R BECKETT: Very well. Any
guestions, Council? GOay. W wll then nove on to the
Transm ssion Programmati ¢ Envi ronnmental |npact Statenent
and Sean Greene of our EFSEC Staff will provide us our
updat ed.

MR. GREENE: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett and Council nenbers. This is Sean G eene, SEPA
specialist for EFSEC. EFSEC Staff are happy to announce
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the publication of the Transm ssion Programmatic EI S t hat
EFSEC was directed to prepare by Washi ngton State Senate
Bill 5165, subsequently codified into Revised Code of
Washi ngt on, RCW 43. 21C. 405. The final Programmatic EI S
was publicly noticed and distributed and published in the
SEPA regi ster on Cctober 7th, 2025, and is avail abl e now
for any interested party on EFSEC s website.

This Progranmatic EIS generally eval uates direct and
i ndirect and cunul ati ve adverse environnental inpacts
associated with different types of transmssion facility
devel opnent s.

Wiile, as a programmatic review, it does not
propose, evaluate, or approve any project specific
application, it is designed and intended to be used for
future project level SEPA | ead agencies in their review
of transm ssion projects to support, standardize, and
facilitate the associ ated project |evel SEPA reviews.

As directed by RCW43.21C 408, this Programmatic EI S
has been structured so that future transm ssion projects
that follow the recommendati ons devel oped wthin are
considered to have mtigated for all probable significant
adverse environnental inpacts addressed in the
Programmatic EI S.

While the final Programmatic EI'S has been publi shed,

Staff continue to work on finalizing several support
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tool s that have been developed to facilitate future use
of the docunent, including the E-Programmatic and the
resource sensitivity online @S tool. The E-Progranmatic
iIs an interactive website that wll provide checklists,
bookmar ki ng tools, and cross-references for resource
I npact and mtigation strategies discussed in detail
within the Programmatic EIS.

The E-Programmatic includes summaries of all
resource inpacts and mtigation strategies identified in
the Programmatic EIS with direct and i nmedi ate references
to the docunent proper for nore detailed descriptions.

This website will also include tools to all ow
devel opers to input relevant project details that could
popul ate a prepared set of docunents within the site.
The summari zi ng docunents can be shared with the SEPA
| ead agency to facilitate their future review

There are al so several guidance docunents for
devel opers and SEPA | ead agencies providing information
on how the Programmatic EIS is intended for use by the
various parties. The E-Progranmati c has been devel oped
to make the Programmatic EIS for accessible to users, and
to draw forth the nost critical elenments identified
within the | arger docunent.

The resource sensitivity online AS tool is an

i nteractive version of the resource sensitivity map
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prepared for nost of the resource sections within the
Programmatic EIS. This tool will allow users to input
| ocati on data associated with proposed transm ssion
facilities, and then be presented wth data show ng what
potentially sensitive environnental resources that
facility may interact wth.

These resources have been assigned sensitivity
| evel s fromone to three, with three being the highest,
based on input from subject matter experts. This tool is
intended to be used primarily by devel opers during the
siting phase of their project to identify the potenti al
poi nts of environnental inpacts and avoid them when
practical, or prepare mtigation strategies prior to
application submttals.

It can al so be used by SEPA | ead agencies to
identify potential resources of concern when review ng
projects. No further environnmental review of anticipated
actual inpacts would be needed at the project |evel.

For both of these online tools, EFSEC Staff is
wor king with WATech to finalize various el enents and
prepare hosting support on EFSEC s website. Staff intend
for these tools to be online and accessible to all
interested parties in the near future.

EFSEC Staff are also currently coordinating with

staff in the Departnent of Ecology to organize a series
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of external engagenent sessions with industry and county
pl anni ng departnents across the state. The objective of
these sessions is to introduce the Progranmmatic El Ss
recently produced by our two agencies to antici pated
future users. These sessions will provide an opportunity
to proactively engage the users and to provi de gui dance
on the expected use of the docunents and answer any
gquestions that may arise. Are there any questions from
the Council ?

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, very nuch,
M. Geene. | wuld see if there was any further way you
coul d characterize when the tools, the online tools would
be available in terns of a couple weeks or two nonths. |
think it's nearer term but if there's any further
clarification.

MR. GREENE: | don't have an exact
date, but I would anticipate in the next weeks to a few
nmonths is accurate.

M5. HAFKEMEYER | don't think I have
anything nore definitive than that at this tine.

CHAIR BECKETT: If it's nore than a
few weeks maybe we can have further conversations, you
know, having a little insight froma conversation | had
wth Staff several weeks ago now. It's just | think it's

a trenmendous resource for all parties and the public.
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And, obviously, at tinmes we have nore experts in the
field, but while applicants may be a natural to use it, |
think a ot of other inportant both public agencies and a
nunber of parties that are interested on where shoul d
energy resources go or not go. Cbviously, where we can
use built environnments |ike existing transm ssion
corridors are inportant, but at the sanme tine if there
are clearly needs out there this kind of the tool is one
we woul d hope could be maximzed for its benefit before
an application is ever nmade to EFSEC or even coming into
a pre-application process. | think that's the vision of
what you have brought forward. W appreciate it. |
woul d note there sone functionality that is not included,
as | understand it, in the current tool based on scope
and budget, but it doesn't nean that that platform and
the collective and ultinmately public investnent in it is
one that | believe can be |everaged, so just want to note
that while we're here. And wth that, | thank ny
col | eagues on the Council and would ask if there are
ot her comments or questions. Councilman Panplin?
COUNCI LMAN PAMPLI N: Thank you, M.
Chair, and, M. Geene, congratulations on getting this
across the finish line. A Programmatic EISis no small
_E§§e, and really appreciate the kind of forward thinking

that we want to see to informproject applicants of where
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they mght site transmssion facilities, and this wll
echo the Chair's remarks about the utility of the online
tool that you described. That sounds really cool, so

t hank you so much.

CHAl R BECKETT: Thank you. O her
comments or questions from Council? GCkay. Then we wll
nove on to the Horse Heaven Wnd Farm And I'mgoing to
turn the chair and gavel over to Stacey Brewster from
Utilities and Transportati on Comm ssion since | am going
to go ahead and step away for a nonent for the Horse
Heaven item And with that, Chair Brewster, | will turn
this to you.

CHAI R BREWSTER  Thank you. Do we
have an update from Staff to begin with?

M5. MOON. Yes. (Good afternoon,
Acting Chair Stacey Brewster and EFSEC Council nenbers.
Foll owi ng the Council discussion at the Septenber 17th
Council neeting, Staff prepared a draft resolution to A
i nplement the 0.6 mle buffer for the next |ocations on
whi ch the Preoperational Technical Advisory Goup, PTAG
reached consensus, and B, inplenent a two-mle buffer for
four nest locations that were identified on a
confidential map.

I n coordi nati on with our Assistant Attorney General,

EFSEC i ssued for public comment draft resolution No. 357,
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titled Horse Heaven Wnd Farmsite certification
agreenent inplenentation partly approving an partly
denyi ng proposal to construct primary infrastructure
within two mles of docunented ferrugi nous hawk nests.
This was drafted to neet the site certification agreenent
referred to as the SCA, Appendix 2, mtigation neasure
for special status species 5, the ferrugi nous hawk, and
we shortened that to Spec 5 when we are casual ly talking
about it.

The Spec 5 mtigation neasure does not allow siting
any wind turbines within a 0.6 mle radius surrounding
ferrugi nous hawk nests that are A, docunented in the
Washi ngton Departnment of Fish and Wldlife priority
habi t at speci es dat abase on the effective date on the
SCA, or B, identified in the certificate holder's nest
surveys, and/or C, newy established by the species
bet ween the SCA effective date and the tinme of
constructi on.

To recap, draft resolution 357 as drafted, approves
the certificate holder's request to site primry
conponents within 0.6 to two mles of 38 nest |ocations,
and denies the certificate holder's r%gﬁest to site
turbines within 0.6 to two m | es of foreign nest
| ocati ons.

The resolution declines to nake a decision on two
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nest locations as the SCA didn't authorize the pl acenent
of primary conponents within one nest area, and the
certificate holder is not requesting approval to site
primary conponents within two mles of a nest |ocation,
which a pair of ferruginous hawks fl edged young in the
spring of 2025.

The draft resolution was issued Septenber 30th, and
the public coment period was opened fromthat date,
Septenber 30th, 2025 at 10:30 a.m wuntil October 13th,
2025 at 11:59 p.m EFSEC received a total of 56
coments. The coments included general opposition to
the project and concerns over a w de range of topics that
are outside the scope of resolution 357, including
property val ues, view scape, light pollution, water
usage, noise, cultural resources, wind reliability,
| andscape, m sappropriation of funds, EFSEC procedures,
goal s of | ocal conprehensive plans, and PTAG neeting
gui del i nes.

Comments were al so received in support of maxi num
buffer distances allowed, and support for the PTAG role
and recomrendati on.

Does the Council have any questions or coments on
the information presented thus far?

CHAI R BREWSTER  Heari ng none.
M5. MOON: Ckay. So now | will
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I ntroduce EFSEC State Environnental Policy Act
specialist, Sean Greene, for a report on SEPA comrents.
MR. GREENE: Thank you, Any. This is
Sean G eene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC. During the
public comment period for this draft Council resol ution,
EFSEC recei ved comments questioning the relationship
bet ween the current advice presented by the
Preoperati onal Technical Advisory G oup or PTAG and by
EFSEC Staff for the inplenentation of the Species 5
mtigation neasure and the final environnental i npact
statenent or EIS. Staff just want to confirmw th the
Council and the public that all recommendati ons bei ng
provi ded be the PTAG are to support EFSEC s
i npl ementation of existing mtigation neasures already
conbined in the final EIS and the site certification
agreenment or SCA. There is no new mtigation being
devel oped. The PTAG review is technical in nature and is
bei ng done to ensure that Species 5 and other mtigation
neasures are inplenented as specified within the SCA.

We al so received comments indicating a belief that
the current PTAG work on Species 5 woul d necessitate
EFSEC producing a supplenental EIS. As outlined in
Washi ngt on Adm ni strative Code, Chapter 197-11-405(4)(b),
a supplenental EIS shall be prepared when there are

substantial changes to a proposal so that the proposal is
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likely to have significant adverse environnental inpacts,
or there is significant new information related to a
proposal's probabl e significant adverse environnental
i npact. The work currently being perfornmed by the PTAG
and EFSEC Staff does not neet either of these criteria.
There are no proposed changes to the project at this
time. The project is being refined in accordance with
t he additional excluded areas al ready provided for by
Species 5 and the SCA and the final EIS.

The out cone of these nest by nest determ nations
wi |l not cause the project to expand or contract in any
way that was not already evaluated and anticipated in the
final EIS and the SCA

The request presented by Scout with technical i nput
fromthe PTAG did not include new field data or survey
i nformation, with the exception of the one new nest
occupied this year, which was a probability antici pated
by the terns of Species 5. Al of the information that
t he PTAG has consi dered regardi ng nest |ocations, habitat
availability, foraging ranges and nore was included in
EFSEC s environnental review of the project and published
in the final EIS.

What Scout is presenting, and the PTAG is advi sing
on is a nore refined technical interpretation of whether

or not the existing data indicates that ferrugi nous hawks
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are likely to successfully return to specific nesting
sites.

The decision that is presented to the Council by
Scout's request and the PTAG s advice on that request,
fits within the framework of the existing SEPA anal ysis
and the site certification agreenent and there is no need
for a supplenental EIS at this tine.

The Council's decision on Scout's request wll not
change the project's design or |ayout beyond what was
al ready eval uated and approved. It is possible, but this
IS just speculation at this tinme, that Scout could
present a request to anend the SCA to change the project
design. If that were to happen, then EFSEC woul d have a
proposal before it that would need to be eval uated under
SEPA, possibly by way of a supplenental EIS.

|f there are any questions regarding the
rel ati onship between this resolution and SEPA, | can
answer them now, otherwise | will pass things off to our
| egal counsel, Jon Thonpson, to address sone of the other
comrents that we received that were nore legal in nature.

CHAI R BREWSTER: | don't have any
guestions. | don't see any others from Council nenbers.

MR. THOWSON:. Again, this is Jon
Thonpson, Assistant Attorney CGeneral. | want to address

a couple of legal argunents that were raised in the
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public comments, specifically from Benton County conments
and al so, to a degree, the Yakanma Nation's comments.

The first was an assertion that the Benton County
Counci | nenber that was appoi nted during review of the
application for site certification should still be
sitting on the Council for this decision.

And the second argunent | wanted to address was that
t he PTAG neetings shoul d have been conducted under the
Qpen Public Meetings Act with notice and the opportunity
for the public to attend.

So first to the assertion about the participation of
the Benton County nenber, which was Ed Brost. The
EFSEC s authorizing statute provides that when the
Council receives an application to site a facility in a
county, the county has an opportunity to appoint a
representative during the review of an application. The
statute says that the county Council nenber shall serve
until there has been a final acceptance or rejection of
the proposed site, but when that occurs is when the
Gover nor nmakes a decision either accepting or rejecting,
and in this case accepting -- or approving the
application for site certification and executing the
draft site certification agreenent that was presented to
him That occurred | ast October. And in Novenber, EFSEC

Staff thanked M. Brost for his service and |l et himknow

253.627.6401 BA scheduling@byersanderson.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

EFSEC 2025 Monthly Meetings

Transcript, - October 15, 2025 Page 39

that he didn't need to attend any further neetings. His
name hasn't been called on the roll since then. And
there hadn't been any assertion by M. Brost or the
County previously that he should still be sitting on the
Council until coments were submtted by Benton County on
Monday, expressing the opinion that he should be sitting
on the Council still.

The argunent that the County naekes is that although,
you know, the statute provides for acceptance of the
project by the Governor, in this case they argue that the
Council basically deferred or punted the siting of the
project to the PTAG at least in part, and therefore
because the final -- in their interpretation, the final
acceptance of the site hasn't occurred and M. Brost or
anot her representative fromthe County should still be on
t he Council.

However, this is really a m scharacterization of
the -- what the SCA provides. The site is approved by,
you know, how the statute uses those terns. Wlat we are
now dealing with is an inplenentation of a mtigation
measure that established this conditional future
protection of ferrugi nous hawks established these
condi ti onal project setbacks fromhistoric hawk nests,
and it specified how that contingency was to be resol ved

by request fromthe certificate holder with input from
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t he PTAG

And the relevant consideration is whether there is
still a viable nest site or whether there's still viable
habi tats surrounding the nests. That was the information
that was received fromPTAG and it's the inplenentation
of the mtigation neasure rather than siting, rather than
approval of the siting of the facility. There is no real
basis, in ny opinion, to the County's assertion that a
county representative should still be sitting on the
Council for this decision.

Turning to the OPMA argunent, this was an argunent
that Benton County nmade in the early objection to the
formation of the PTAG so we were aware of this argunent
fromthe County; however, based on the | anguage of the
Qpen Public Meetings Act and the interpretation of it
fromthe courts, the -- it's ny opinion that these
neetings were not required to be conducted under the
OPMA.  The OPMA applies to the neetings of the governing
bodi es of governnent agencies, and it does apply to
comm ttees thereof when the commttee acts on behal f of
t he governi ng body, conducts hearings, or takes testinony
or public comment. The PTAG did not take public
comrents. It didn't conduct hearings. And it also is
not exercising decisionnmaking authority on behalf of the

Council. What it's doing is providing technical advice
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for the Council's consideration to make a decision on the
certificate holder's request to site a primary structure
wi thin these conditional buffer areas.

So | just wanted to address those two | egal topics,
and if you have any questions about that, |I'm happy to
answer those.

CHAI R BREWSTER:  Thank you. Do we
have any questions from Council nenbers? | see M.
Nel son has raised his hand. Go ahead, pl ease.

MR. NELSON: Thank you, Chair

Brewster. | just wanted to thank M. Thonpson for
expl ai ni ng about the requirenents, | guess, around M.
Brost's participation because that did -- gives ne sone

concern regarding public comment. Chair Brewster, would
now be an okay tine to address the public comments in
general ?

CHAI R BREWSTER. Do we have anyt hi ng
else from Staff before?

M5. HAFKEMEYER | believe Ms. Moon
has further updates about the public conmments received.

CHAI R BREWSTER:  Counci | Menber
Nel son, it sounds |ike we have further updates from M.
Moon.

M5. MOON: Thank you, Chair Brewster.

Staff are not recommendi ng changes to the draft
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resolution as a result of public comment; however, m nor
changes to inprove readability and transparency are
proposed. In addition, sonme clerical errors were
identified and corrected in the red |ine version of that
draft, as well as the addition of a clarifying footnote
recommended by | egal counsel.

Additionally, on Septenber 29th, Staff received a
corrected facilitator report, that's fromthe PTAG in
which a clerical error identifying 45 nests was corrected
to 44 nest locations that were in question. Staff have
proposed editorial changes throughout the draft
resolution to reflect this correction and the nest
| ocati on nunber.

Staff al so proposed an edit to inprove readability,
whi ch includes a summary table indicating the nunber of
nest | ocations subject to each portion of the Council's
deci sion. The summary table presents group identifiers
in the formof al phabetical group A, B, C, and D, for the
nest |locations that are discussed within the resolution.

Does the Council have any further questions on that
on anyt hi ng?

CHAI R BREWSTER: | see Council Menber
Panplin you have rai sed your hand?

COUNCI LMAN PAMPLI N:  Thanks, Chair,
and thanks, Ms. Moon. | appreciate the edits that have
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been made thus far for readability and clarity. | really
appreciate the table regarding the various groups pinning
the different ferrugi nous hawk nests. | think that's
very hel pful for the reader of this.

A mnor itemin the schene of things, but sonething
| want to call out because this is a resolution. There's
several places in the docunent that references the
priority habitat and speci es database or PHS, and
sonetinmes it's listed as PSH, and sonetines it is
referenced as priority species and habitat, for instance,
on the screen that's displayed right nowin the first
par agraph under the resol ution.

So just ask that as you go through and nmake the
various edits that we also correct the formal nane of the
dat abase as well as the abbreviation. Thank you.

CHAI R BREWSTER:  Any addi ti onal
guestions or comments fromcouncil? Council Menber
Nel son?

COUNCI LMAN NELSON:  Thank you, Chair
Brewster. | just wanted to wait until the entirety of
all the information was shared regardi ng the comments. |
want to thank everybody who took tine to comment. In at
| east three of the coments there was concern about --
wel |, there was concern about Council nenbers reading the

comments. | can assure you | read all the comments -- or
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the original application, relevant exhibits. | have read
every coment, and to that point, a comrent | do agree
wWith this is the three days, two or three days fromthe
end of the comment period to the voting is a pretty tight
turnaround to read all those comments. So as ny
predecessor Eli would, you know, | woul d advise sonething
i ke a 15-day standard coment period would be great, and
then perhaps a week minimumto review the conments, just
to make sure that people -- folks are conpletely
satisfied that they have been heard because | do

appreci ate every conmenter.

CHAI R BREWSTER:  Ckay. Thanks. And |

appreciate you bringing that up. | would like to echo
the sentinents. | do appreciate all the comments nade by
folks. | did take the tine to nake sure and read

everything, and | appreciate that comment allow ng sone
nore tinme for review of the comments. Moving forward we
can work to increase our tinme for review.

Do we have any other questions or coments from
Counci | nenbers? Hearing none, Ms. Moon, thank you.

M5. MOON: Thank you, Council, for

your input and di scussion and hel pful coments.

| would now request that -- or | would like to
request, if the Council may, to vote to adopt Resol ution

357 as anmended.
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CHAI R BREWSTER. Ckay. Well, so that
brings us to the opportunity for consideration of
Resol ution No. 357, partly approving and partly denying a
proposal to construct primary infrastructures within two
m | es of docunented ferrugi nous hawk nests. W have
reviewed the draft and the anended draft, and is there a
notion to adopt Resol ution 357? Council Menber, Panplin?

COUNCI LMAN PAMPLI N: Thank you, Ma' am
Chair, | nove that the Council adopt Resol ution No. 357
as anended by Staff, and including the edits that were
di scussed today. Thank you.

CHAI R BREWSTER: Thank you. Do we
have a second?

MR. NELSON: Second.

CHAI R BREWSTER: Thank you, M.
Nel son.

It has been noved and seconded that the Council
adopt Resol ution 357 as anended and di scussed by Staff
today. |Is there any discussion? kay.
| wll say that | appreciate, again, the very

detail ed and specific information presented by the PTAG
and incorporated into the resolution. | feel the
recomendati ons by Staff are appropriate and provide the
maxi mum protection for the designated nests that should

take the .6 to two ml e radius.
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Do we have any other comments? | will hear those
now. Hearing none, we can go ahead and vote. All those
in favor please say aye.

MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

CHAI R BREWSTER: And that was an aye
fromnme as well. Do we have any opposed? Hearing none,
the resolution is adopted.

Was there further updates from Staff, M. Mon?

M5. MOON: Yes, thank you. | have one
nore Horse Heaven update. | want to |let the Council know
that Staff are currently reviewwing wildlife survey plans
as required in the site certification agreenent as part
of the mtigation efforts. The plans discussed and
reviewed by the PTAG currently and EFSEC review are for
mtigation neasures, Spec 1, which is for the striped
whi p snake; Spec 4, burrowng ow; Spec 8, the prairie
fal con; Spec 10, the flat tailed jack rabbit and white
tailed jack rabbit; Spec 12, the Townsend's ground
squirrel; and WId 10, the pre-construction bat
nmoni toring pl an.

These plan reviews are essential for initiating tine
sensitive surveys, and EFSEC anti ci pates nore PTAG
submttals to neet the mtigation neasure requirenents in
the SCA in the near future.

Does the Council have any questions on that | ast
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updat e?

CHAI R BREWSTER:  Any further questions
from Council nenbers? Hearing none. Thank you, very
much.

M5. MOON:  You are wel cone.

CHAI R BREWSTER:  Chair Beckett.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, Council
Menber Brewster.

So we w il have our next item whichis a
presentation by Maria Bel kina with EFSEC Staff. And
bel i eve we may have anot her outside guest to present
further details on the Cascade Renewabl es Transm ssi on
appl i cation.

MS. BELKINA: Thank you, Chair Becket
and Council|l nmenbers. For the record, ny nane is Maria
Bel ki na, siting specialist assigned to and reporting on
t he Cascade Renewabl e Transm ssion project.

On Monday, COctober 6, 2025, Cascade Renewabl e
Transm ssion, LLC, submtted a formal application for
site certification to the Council for a high-voltage
direct current transmssion line to be located within the
bed of the Colunbia River and al ong the shores of
Klickitat, Skamania, and C ark counties. The project
al so i ncludes approximately seven mles of upland

trenching in Skamani a County.
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The project previously underwent pre-application
review as required by RCW50.50.308. EFSEC has now begun
its formal review process and is coordinating efforts
with the Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council, the US
Arny Corps of Engineers, our consultant, and contracted
state agencies. The application is currently being
reviewed for conpl eteness and conpliance with EFSEC s
statutes and rule. Public informational neetings and
| and use consistency hearings wll be scheduled within
the three counties within 60 days.

Additionally, EFSEC is finalizing a nmenorandum of
understanding with Oregon to coordi nate environnental
review and permtting efforts.

Thank you. | would be happy to answer any
guestions. The applicant is also on the |line to provide
a brief introduction.

CHAI R BECKETT: Very well. Thank you
Ms. Bel ki na.

And, |I'msorry, could we have our outside project
partici pant please state your nane for the record and
with that you are welcone to continue with your
present ati on.

MR. HOCKER: Thank you. M nane is
Chris Hocker. I'mwth Cascade Renewabl es Transm ssi on,

LLC. And on behalf of the applicant, | want to thank the
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Council for your tine and attention. | wll try to be
brief. | knowthat ny tineis limted, so |l wll not
take up too nmuch of it. | appreciate the opportunity for

a very brief presentation. Maria, are you running the
slide?

CHAI R BECKETT: M. Hocker, our Staff
wi || advance it for you.

MR. HOCKER:  Thank you. So this wll
just give you sort of an idea of what the project is, why
we are doing it and what the current status is.

The project as shown on this slide runs from The
Dal | es, Oregon, the big heavy substati on of BPA, east to
west along the Colunbia River. It will be buried in the
sedi nent of the Colunbia R ver about ten feet deep. It
will exit the river to bypass the Bonneville Dam That's
the yellow part of the map shown. It well reenter the
Col unbi a R ver down to Hayden Island, and then proceed
via burial on land to a converter station, and ultimtely
I nterconnect to the Harborton substation, which is owned
by Portland CGeneral Electric.

The facility would carry approximately 1100
nmegawatts of energy that's generated east of the Cascades
to custoners west of the Cascades.

Next slide, please. This is sort of a zoomin on

the part of the project that effects, on | and, \Wshi ngton
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state. The project would exit the river in Stevenson,
would primarily use State Route 14. Everything would be
buried. There would be no visual inpact at all. It
woul d use State Route 14 before com ng over around the
Bonnevill e Dam and reentering the river south of the -- |
shoul d say west of the Bonneville Dam as shown. The
entrance and exit fromthe river would be acconplished by
hori zontal directional drilling. So, again, there would
be no visual inpact on the [and i n Washi ngton.

Next slide, please. Can | get the next slide?
There we go. So why are we doing this? | think it's
been pretty well established that there's an urgent need
for transm ssion, new transmssion in the Pacific
Northwest. | won't belabor all of the information that
has been publicly avail able except to say that there's a
nunber of factors that contribute to this constraint on
the transmssion grid. And one of the underlying factors
in looking at a project |like this is the passage of the
CETA legislation in Washington, and simlar |egislation
in Oregon, which noves both states in the direction of
one hundred percent clean energy, and there are interim
goals that were set in those pieces of |egislation.

So since virtually all of the major scale utility
renewabl e generation is |ocated east of the Cascades,

there sinply is not enough existing transm ssion to nove
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t hat renewabl e energy, clean energy over the Cascades to
the west where the | oad centers are.

Next slide, please. So this slide may not be
intuitive to understand i mredi ately, but basically what
iIt's saying is that this is the current transm ssion
system Most of the flows, the major flows, go from east
to west as is shown by these sort of blue semcircles.

There are a nunber of proposals by BPA and others
for transm ssion upgrades. Those are sort of indicated
by the oval as circled there. Al of those upgrades wl|
be needed. None of them have progressed to permtting
stage. They are in the early study phase. So even under
BPA' s analysis, the first of those upgrades nmay be done
in the early 2030s, so there is a real constraint and a
real time constraint in getting new transm ssi on acr o0ss.

| f you | ook at the green, sort of a bright green
line, that's us. That's the Cascade project, and it's
intended to help alleviate the transm ssion constraints
by going directly -- really past Portland and to the
north/south corridor that you see sort of those purple
lines. So by getting to the north/south corridor west of
Portl and, that helps relieve the north/south constraints,
including limtations on what can get up to the | oad
centers in the state of Washi ngton.

So I'"'mgoing to sort of address really quickly the
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idea that this is sinply sonething to serve the city of
Portland or the state of Oregon, it's not. It is a
systemoriented partial solution to the very serious
transm ssion constraints that exist. And it will help
with the 1100 negawatts of new transm ssion capacity to
all eviate not just the east/west constraints but also the
north/south constrains. And it can do so before the BPA
and ot her transm ssion upgrades can be acconpli shed.

Next slide, please. Very quickly, who are we? |I'm
with a conpany called Power Bridge. W have devel oped,
financed, permtted, and built two conparabl e projects on
t he East Coast between New York and New Jersey. They
have been in operation respectively since 2007 and 2013.
They are both underwater and underground transmn ssion
projects that are conparable to this one.

W are the | ead devel oper for Cascade Renewabl es.
Qur partners include Sun2o0, which is an experienced
renewabl es devel oper, and al so Next Era Ener gy
Transm ssion, which is the | eading publicly traded
utility and renewabl es developer. And it also owns and
operates an underwater, underground transm ssion project
conparable to this one that currently runs under San
Franci sco Bay, and has been operating since 2010.

Next slide, please. So | won't bel abor this one.

There's already been sone public attention shown on this
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project for all the reasons stated. Meeting of renewable
energy goals, helping to relieve transm ssion
constraints, and inproving resilience and safety of the
grid by goi ng underwat er and under ground.

Next slide, please. Very quickly, this is what the
underwat er cable I ooks like. |If you |ook at the
right-hand corner, this would be a bundle of two cables
that are less than six inches in dianeter. That is shown
on the | eft-hand photo. That is the actual installation
of one of our projects here. It's called the Neptune
project. And two cables about a foot in dianmeter are
bundl ed together wth fiber optic cable and so the inpact
to the river is mninmal.

And I will show you on the next slide, if | have the
next slide. It's installed using a technology called a
hydropl ow. The cable is laid off the back of a vessel
into a hydropl ow that executes a narrow trench by
fluidizing the sedinent in the river. The cable is
simultaneously laid into the trench to the required
depth. In this case it wll be around ten feet. About
75 percent of the sedinent is fluidized and it settles
back down into the trench. The inpact to the river, as a
whole, is very mnimal and it's tenporary during the
construction peri od.

Next slide, please. So where are we? As Maria
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I ndi cated, we have filed our application and that is
currently under review. That's only been in the | ast
week or so. There's a conparable siting certificate
application that will be filed hopefully by the end of
this nonth with the Oregon Energy Facility Siting
Council. W also are under the jurisdiction of the US
Arny Corps of Engineers, with two major permts, Section
408 and Section 404, and we have been -- we have filed
the 404 and the 408 and are proceeding with the Arny

Cor ps.

And we have done a |l ot to encourage coordination
anong the various agencies, state and federal, to assure
that everyone sort of is on the sane page in terns of
what the project is, what it does, and just as inportant
as anything, what the potential inpacts m ght be or m ght
not be. So we have held a nunber of coordination
neetings wth the agencies and with the tribes, and we
will continue to do so.

| know that the Corps of Engi neers and Washi ngt on
EFSEC and Oregon EFSEC have been in conmuni cation on a
pretty much regul ar basis, again, to assure that a
project which is conplex and involves a | ot of different
jurisdictions can be evaluated on a -- not on an
expedited, but a coordinated basis so that it mnimzes,

you know, confusion and m sunderstandi ng. W have done
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everything we could to encourage that and | know t hat,
and | know agenci es have been very receptive to that.

Next and final slide. 1In addition to helping to
neet the renewabl e energy goals, clean energy goals, and
to help relieve transm ssion constraints, a project |ike
this does have additional benefits. There wll be a
menber of construction jobs. There will certainly be
property tax benefits to the affected jurisdictions.
There will be partnerships to encourage workforce
training and education. And we are entirely open and
have been in conversation with tribes and stakeholders to
| ook at partnerships to essentially |eave the river and
the surrounding area better off than when we started.

So with that, that is ny hopefully brief
presentation, and | appreciate the tine.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, M. Hocker.
Appreciate the presentation. | think it's very clear and
hel pful. That's nmy perspective on what | have seen here
for the first time today. Are there other coments or
gquestions from Council nenbers? None at this tine it
seens, but if anyone changes your m nd, raise your hand.
| wll keep an eye out for EFSEC Staff. Were there
ot her coments that Staff wanted to add, Ms. Bel ki na?
Ms. Haf keneyer ?
M5. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you, Chair
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Beckett. This is Am Hafkeneyer. For the record, | just
wanted to reiterate that Staff wll be reaching out to
schedul e the informational neetings and | and use heari ngs
for each of the counties and getting availability for
Counci |l nmenbers. And once the details of those neetings
are available, they will be noticed for the comunities
to be able to attend.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you for noting
that early. And let ne ad a further word to it, just for
the benefit of the public and transparency. Utimately,
what that translates as we will have public neetings in
three counties on the Colunbia River sonetine here in the
Novenber, early Decenber tinefranme. So for those of you
who wi sh to participate, let ne just nake it plain and
sinple we will be down on the river sooner rather than
| ater as part of our commtnent not only to being out in
the community. (Qbviously, it's also a statutory
requi renment, which we will fully conply with, but the
notivation is one, to nme, that reflects the work of EFSEC
for a long tine.

Wth that, last call for coments or questions?
Certainly nore work ahead, and the Council will take its
appropriate steps in ternms of objectivity and review as
we go, and |l ook forward to kicking off that inportant

first public step, in addition to today's presentati on,
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so t hank you.

Moving on to our other itens for the day. First we
will start with Sonia Bunpus, our Director, on cost
allocations. And let ne just note that when you are
finished with that we will nove on the changes of the
public comment period, unless there's questions with
regard to our cost allocations. So | wll turn this over
to you, Sonia, to cover your itens?

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: Thank you. This is
Soni a Bunpus. Thank you, Chair Beckett and Counci l
menbers. Good afternoon. For the update on the
nondi rect cost allocations these are the percentages for
second quarter fiscal year 2026 covering Cctober 1, 2025
to Decenber 31, 2025. And | will just note that one of
the changes to the cost allocations since you saw it | ast
Is that we've added the Cascade Renewabl e Transm ssion
project, which you just heard an introduction on.

So we have Col unbia CGenerating Station at 20
percent. Horse Heaven, ten percent. Cascade Renewabl e,
ei ght percent. Chehalis, six percent. Gays Harbor 1/2,
Six percent. Carriger Solar, six percent. ol deneye,
five percent. Wallula Gap, five percent. Colunbia
Solar, four percent. Ostrea, four percent. Goose
Prairie, four percent. Hop Hll, four percent. Kittitas

Val |l ey, four percent. WId Horse, four percent.
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Waut ona, three percent. WNP 1, three percent. Badger
Mountain, two percent. High Top, two percent. That
concl udes ny update on the nondirect cost allocation. |If
there aren't any questions, | will go ahead and proceed
wi th update for the Council about sone of the changes
that EFSEC Staff are working on with respect to our
publ ic comment process.

CHAI R BECKETT: | don't see any hands
raised on the first item so please proceed.

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: Thank you. So this
IS an opportunity here to just update the Council on sone
of the things that Staff have identified as changes to
how we conduct our public comrent process. | wll just
go over the Open Public Meetings Act here briefly. It
was anended in 2022. So under the Open Public Meetings
Act, or referred to as OPMA, EFSEC is required to give
the public an opportunity to comment before the Council
takes a final action on any neasures that the OPMA
defines as final actions.

So this is a collective positive or negative
deci sion or an actual vote by a majority of nenbers of a
gover nnent body when sitting as a body or entity upon a
noti on, proposal, resolution, order, or ordi nance.
And so as this Council knows and as we tal ked about

in the context of holding public comment periods, the
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nature of our work is such that the Council has a w de
range of issues that you are nmaki ng deci sions on or
taking final action, and it includes finalizing and
produci ng docunents that capture these deci sions,
recomendations to the Governor, including the draft site
certification agreenent, various Council orders, other
decisions related to | and use deci sion and our
adj udi cative process, and the issuance of air and water
permts, which are required for our facility operations.

So we have identified a nunber of things that we
needed to inprove. The one being, you know, the
consi stency in conducting public coments under the OPMA
on docunments |like the ones | just nentioned, so having
consi stency there. The outreach that's involved where we
are communi cating to the public and ot hers about the
public comment period that we are going to hold, and what
that's about, being clear about that and giving notice
early, as early as possible so that people know that that
public comment opportunity is com ng.

And then, of course, being clear about what the
deci sion is about, what the docunments are that are
related to that public comment. One of the things that
we al so had identified and Council Menber Nel son and
Counci | Menber Brewster both nentioned this earlier is

that we al so have instances where there's not very nuch
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tinme after the comment period is concluded to review
comrents and figure out howto respond to them And so |
will tell you right now before | get into sone of these
changes -- a few of the changes we have nmade so far that
we are still talking about that. W are still trying to
set what we think should be sort of the m ninum but I
think we are | ooking at sonething |ike a week, where we
want to give ourselves a full week to give tine to review
coments, digest those, and consult wth | egal counsel
and ot hers about what we need to do, so we are still

wor king on that. So stay tuned on that one.

But a couple things | did want to share in this
update is the first thing we did was we commtted to
ensuring that docunents that are going to be considered
by the Council for a final vote are published with a
m ni mum 14-day public conment period, unless we determ ne
that there's sone unique reason that it should be shorter
or longer in duration.

There are al so may be cases where there's a public
comrent period that's already nmandated by regul ati on, and
so, of course, in those instances that is what we woul d
follow, but for public comment under the OPMA we are
going to commt to a 14-day public coment period. And
as | nmentioned a while ago, | think that we are going to

be | ooking at giving ourselves about a week mninmumto
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| ook at comments and have that turnaround tine.

A coupl e of the other updates | have have to do with
our website. W |aunched a new website earlier this
year, and with the |l aunch of that website we have already
made sone changes to it where we are promnently
di spl ayi ng upcomng itens that are com ng before the
Council. Those changes have already been made on the
website, but there are a nunber of others.

We are al so working out -- still working out
glitches, but we have been able to use the features of
our new website to link the public comment canpaigns to
the actual associated docunents, so that's helping wth
t he navigation and finding the docunents that are
associated with those public comment periods. Wth our
prior website, the functionality was a little bit
different, and with the new desi gn we have got better
capabilities there.

W are also working on a few other things related to
this, which have to do with the wording on the website,
but also the wording in our public notifications. So,
for instance, when we send notifications out about
Council activities and actions, public comment peri ods
t hrough GovDelivery, we are working to sort of plain talk
and nore succinctly explain what we are doing as part of

that notification. So that is going -- that's an update
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to our Council notifications. 1It's going to transfer
over to also the website, making sure that we are being
succinct and really kind of getting to the point, if you
will, about here's what's going on. Here's what we have
got in front of us. Here's the docunent you need to | ook
at, and here is how you can comment.

One of the other things that is also related that is
still in the works, | think we will need a little nore
time to work out the details, but we are also working to
develop a multi nonth public calendar that will post on
our website. The idea here is that we have got -- we
have got a cal endar up there that people can access that
will tell themwhat's going on at the upcom ng Counci l
neeting, but also what we are anticipating, sort of a
tentative schedule for what's comng to the Council the
followng neeting. And we are internally discussing how
far out we want to forecast and provide a useful
forecast. Because, of course, if we try to forecast out
too far it just becones very tentative and it's not very
useful. W don't want that. So we are | ooking at
focusing right now on the current upcom ng neeting,
what's com ng up, and then the foll ow ng neeting, and
then just noting that this is our tentative agenda, so we
are working on this cal endar.

And, as | said, you know, we are going to be
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comruni cating this informati on on our website, so a

m ni mum 14-day comment period that we are naking a
commtnment to do that, and then also we need to add the
turnaround tine.

One last comment | will make, | don't know if
there's any questions, but | think that one of the things
that's going to be really great about these changes that
we are naeking, it's not just for consistency and clarity,
and | think that's going to help with engagenent with the
public, but I think it's going to help informthe project
schedul es.

We talked a long tinme here at EFSEC about sharing
maj or mlestones for projects that we have before us.
There's a | ot of steps to our process. W would -- we
have, for a long tinme, wanted to be able to share project
schedul es and share those m | estones so people can plan
and prepare to engage the Council nenbers, all of us.
It's difficult when you don't have all of those standard
tinelines in place. So | think by creating these side
boards around this process we are going to have the
ability to provide nore information about key m | estones
for the projects that are before us. That concl udes ny
update on public conments.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. That's a

very good update. | expect that will be reflected
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potentially in a couple cooments here. Let nme just make
a brief one and then | will turn to other Council nenbers
for their coments and questi ons.

| want to thank you, Director Bunpus, as well as all
the Staff for ultimtely supporting, you know, the
i nternal changes that | don't think are new to EFSEC, but
certainly there's been focus on that, and certainly one
that | have advocated for and appreciate, you know, here
it is on full display, including the new website. That
certainly -- | think we all appreciate it. And | want to
recognize it started |Iong before | becane the new Chair,
and so celebrate that earlier work as well as the nore
recent and ongoi ng wor k.

| just want to acknow edge that while it's al ways
been a part of your work, | think it's a further focus in
taking that on, and all the challenges that conme with
projects that have long been in EFSEC s file, if you
will, like Horse Heaven. (Qbviously, there's a new
application on a small nodular reactor, and that's not a
smal | issue on any day, if not generationally for all of
us in Washi ngton, no matter where that lands in terns of
deci sions. Just the process alone on that project is
significant. And | think the project we just heard on
transm ssi on bei ng consi dered around the Col unbia River,

you know, again, just that alone is a significant inpact
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to the agency. | just want to recognize that, as well as
Counci | nmenbers who have -- feel that inpact too, but
obviously the Staff, as well as our outside partners and
sonetinmes contractors get swept into that, and so | just
want to acknow edge that work and encourage whatever we
can do to continue it.

Utimtely, 14-day conmment periods, which I'm
commtted to, and review periods, they don't nake tine
certain outcones easier. And for those that want to know
t hat EFSEC has statutory nmandates, and | don't think we
have quite achieved that year turnaround on our projects,
which | don't know if that was a realistic objective with
respect to the |egislature back in 1970, but nonethel ess,
| think there's a thene there that we shoul d maintain,
but how to bal ance that and all the conplexities of these
I ndi vidual projects is hard work, and so thanks for
letting me share that. | wll turnit to ny fell ow
Counci | nmenbers who has a question or conment. Maybe |
made enough for all of you. It |ooks that way.

kay. So with that, let's nove on to the update on
the del egation of authority and Am Haf keneyer w | |
provi de that update.

M5. HAFKEMEYER: Thank you. | had a
brief update for you on the delegation of authority

Policy 16-01 that was approved by the Council on June
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25th of this year. On August 15th, the Yakama Nati on
filed a petition for judicial review wth the Yakana
County Superior Court. Friends of the Col unbia Gorge and
Tri-Cties CARES, also filed a petition with the dark
County Superior Court. Staff will be recommendi ng
additional clarifying | anguage be added to the policy to
make nore transparent EFSEC s practices around
pre-construction and preoperational plan reviews. Staff
plan to prepare these edits and post the track changes
version of the policy on Cctober 27th, for a two-week
public comment period ahead of the Novenber 19th Counci l
neeting. Are there any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: | would just say thank
you for |eading out as to what was descri bed on the prior
item as well as those dates were provi ded here today on
is 15th of COctober and so appreciate that.

O her comrents or questions on the del egation of

authority by the Council? Seeing and hearing none, we

will nove on to rules discussion and CR- 101 action by the
Council, which I trust Lisa MLean will further explain
that term

M5. MCLEAN. Thank you, Chair Beckett.
For the record, Lisa MLean, Legislative and Policy
Manager and Tribal liaison for EFSEC. | wanted to

provide you all and the public wth an update about our
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upcom ng pl ans on rul emaki ng.

As background, last year -- in May, we conpleted a
year |l ong housekeepi ng rul emaki ng process. That
initiative involved a thorough review of all chapters of
Title 463 WAC. That's the section of the Washi ngton
Adm ni strative Code that relates to our rules. The
changes that were introduced at that tinme were ained at
aligning EFSEC s rules with its statute as it was anended
in 2022, as well as aligning it to other inportant
statutes, such as the Public Records Act, the
Envi ronmental Heal th Law Reorgani zati on Act, an other
| aws that had changed in the |ast 20 years since we had
done such a mmj or overhaul .

Wth that update down, we are done. W are now
di gging down into the rules to ensure that all of the
rul es have the appropriate | evel of, and accurate
gui dance as to formal and informal procedures that EFSEC
uses to inplenent its statute. W have identified a few
chapters that we believe could benefit anendnent in order
to clarify the procedures and practices of the Council.

And those chapters include Chapter 463-30 WAC, which
I's about the adjudicative proceedings. W are looking to
clarify expectations about that process, to clarify -- to
bring it up to date with the current technology, and to

make it clear how the proceedings are rolled up into a
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conpl ete record of decisionmaking that becones the part
of recommendations to the Governor. So those are sone of
the changes that we are going to seek to pursue with
amendi ng that WAC.

The second WAC that we are | ooking to anend is
Chapter 463-60 on application. W would |like to see if
we can provi de gui dance on the value and the process of
pre-application.

And then the third one is Chapter 463-72, which is
about site restoration and preservation. W feel the
need to clarify inportant details on the financial
assurance process.

So we plan to initiate rulemaking by filing -- by
submtting this nonth a pre-notice inquiry, which is
comonly referred to as a CR-101. The filing of that
formwith the Code Reviser's Ofice and its publication
In the Washi ngton Register will begin a process of public
and tribal engagenent to devel op and adopt anended
| anguage. We suspect this process to take anywhere from
sixth nonths to one year. Are there any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you for the
update. And, again, | think a |ot of the thene here
today on those evolutions that have, in sone cases, been
underway for a long tine and sone nore recent. |

appreci ate that update.
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Are there other questions or comments fromthe
Council for Lisa Mlean? GCkay. Wll, obviously, nore of
a heads up of things to cone. For sone | know there's
been nore focus perhaps that any party m ght expect on
sone of those matters, and so certainly we wel cone that
proactive engagenent before we get into the specific
wor K.

If there are other outside parties that have
guestions in the interimor want to nmake contact wth us,
we certainly welcone and encourage early questions or
t hought s about those matters that Lisa just descri bed.

Director Bunpus, | don't think there are other
itens. Let ne check with you in case anything pops up.

DI RECTOR BUMPUS: | don't have
anything. Thank you. | actually hope |I'm done.

CHAI R BECKETT: All right. Are there
ot her closing coments from Council, and | see Council nman
Panmpl i n has his hand up.

COUNCI LMAN PAMPLI N Thanks, M.

Chair. And just as we are wapping up, | just wanted to
see if there was opportunity here to request sone tine,
and | |l ook to you and Director Bunpus, perhaps at the
Novenber or Decenber Council neeting where we schedul e
sone tinme under the kind of the other business section of

our agenda to di scuss sone of our other processes. A
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couple of the areas that | would like to flag and I
realize that we are late on tine now, but just the kind
of categories of process ideas that | would like to
deli berate with the Council, one is whether it is
required to ask project proponents to attend the EFSEC
nmont hly neetings to provide updates when there are no
nonroutine issues to report. | would like to understand
if there's another to receive those updates where we
don't ask about a dozen people to call in unless there's
sone sort of a reqgqulatory requirenent that |'m not aware
of for the project proponents to give those updates.

Second, is to consider occasionally inviting
presentations from other agencies, such as an update on
progranmatic ElI Ss bei ng pursued by Ecol ogy or perhaps our
regi onal energy denmand forecast and an update relevant to
our status as a state in neeting our state's cl ean energy
goals, or even the Departnent of Fish and Wldlife's new
wi nd and sol ar energy gui deli nes.

| think this would be pretty mniml work on EFSEC
Staff, as we are asking others to cone in and brief us
Wi th short presentations, if that information is gernane
to the work that we do at EFSEC and provi des context for
a nunber of decisions we nmake on the Council.

| would al so recommend that we schedul e those when

you have the new year at a glance where we don't | engthy
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Counci|l agenda itens that we are spending tinme on
del i berations, but we had those on neetings where it's
not quite as busy.

And then finally, another process idea | would |ike
to discuss with the Council is sonetinmes when we neke
noti on | anguage or nake notions, | should say, it's
I nportant that we use very precise |anguage with specific
times or specific legal actions. It would be hel pful to
have that draft notion | anguage as a nenber of the
Council. | don't knowif there's a way that we coul d
i nclude that, for instance, on the summary sheet for the
project, which also signals to the public are nonitoring
EFSEC s del i berations on what the Council's Staff
recommendation is, and then as needed we can edit that
noti on | anguage on the fly. It's helpful, I find, for
ot her intergovernnmental fornms to have that | anguage in
advance of the neeti ng.

So | offer those as just future ideas for a future
di scussion, hopefully later this fall, of sone other
process i nprovenents that | hope to work wth you all on,
and |'m happy to work with the Director, or you, M.
Chairman, to flesh those ideas out for further
di scussi on. Thank you.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, Council man

Pamplin. | think those are wel cone suggestions.
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Qovi ously, the execution of themis always part of the
detail on top of sone of the other denmands we have

di scussed here today, but | think they are inportant
opportunities, and sonme of which, | know, have been

di scussed i n perhaps years past, in terns of |ike the

time and resource, you know, for that kind of routine.
think nore to cone on all of those and | really

appreci ate you putting those forward nore formally here
i n an appropriate shared environnent, including wth out
two new Council nenbers as well here today.

Were there other comments or questions fromthe
Council? GCkay. Well, soon we will gavel this out, and
Counci | man Ryan and Council man Nel son, you can chal k up
your first EFSEC Council neetings, so congratul ations.

And with that, at 3:13 we are adjourned.

(Proceedi ngs concluded at 3:13 p.m)

regul ar cadence of the neeting. | am m ndful of people's
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STATE OF WASHI NGTON ) I, Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR,
) ss a certified court reporter
County of Pierce ) in the State of WAshi ngton, do

hereby certify:

That the foregoing Monthly Meeting of the Washi ngt on
State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was
conducted in ny presence and adj ourned on Cctober 15,
2025, and thereafter was transcri bed under ny direction;
that the transcript is a full, true and conpl ete
transcript of the said neeting, transcribed to the best
of ny ability;

That I amnot a relative, enployee, attorney, or
counsel of any party to this matter or rel ative or
enpl oyee of any such attorney or counsel, and that | am

not financially interested in the said matter or the
out cone t hereof;

I N WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny signature
on Cctober 29, 2025.

[ s/ Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR
Certified Court Reporter No. 1932
(Certification expires 05/06/26.)
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 1                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.  This

 2   is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site

 3   Evaluation Council, and I'm calling our October, 15, 2025

 4   meeting to order.  Ms. Barker, if you could call roll.

 5                     MS. BARKER:  Certainly, Chair.

 6   Department of Commerce?  Department of Ecology?

 7                     MR. NELSON:  Here.

 8                     MS. BARKER:  Department of Fish and

 9   Wildlife?

10                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne is

11   here for Commerce.  My apologies.

12                     MS. BARKER:  Thank you.  Department of

13   Fish and Wildlife?

14                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin for Fish

15   and Wildlife.

16                     MS. BARKER:  Department of Natural

17   Resources?

18                     MR. RYAN:  Maverick Ryan here for DNR.

19                     MS. BARKER:  Utilities &

20   Transportation Commission?

21                     MS. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster,

22   present.

23                     MS. BARKER:  Local Government and

24   Optional State Agencies.  For the Hop Hill Project, Paul

25   Krupin?
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 1       For the Carriger Solar project, Matt Chiles.

 2                     MR. CHILES:  Matt Chiles, present.

 3                     MS. BARKER:  For the Wallula Gap

 4   project, Adam Fyall?

 5       For the Goldeneye BESS project, Robby Eckroth?

 6                     MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.

 7                     MS. BARKER:  Assistant Attorney

 8   General, Jon Thompson?

 9                     MR. THOMPSON:  Present.

10                     MS. BARKER:  Zack Packer?  Talia

11   Thuet?

12                     MS. THUET:  Present.

13                     MS. BARKER:  For EFSEC staff, I will

14   call only those anticipated to speak today.  Sonia

15   Bumpus?

16                     MS. BUMPUS:  Present.

17                     MS. BARKER:  Ami Hafkemeyer?

18                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.

19                     MS. BARKER:  Amy Moon?

20                     MS. MOON:  Present.

21                     MS. BARKER:  Sara Randolph?

22                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.

23                     MS. BARKER:  Sean Greene?

24                     MR. GREENE:  Present.

25                     MS. BARKER:  John Barnes?
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 1                     MR. BARNES:  Present.

 2                     MS. BARKER:  Joanne Snarski?

 3                     MS. SNARSKI:  Present.

 4                     MS. BARKER:  Maria Belkina?

 5                     MS. BELKINA:  Present.

 6                     MS. BARKER:  For Operational Updates.

 7   Oh, Lisa McLean?  I'm sorry.

 8                     MS. MCLEAN:  Present.

 9                     MS. BARKER:  For Operational updates,

10   Kittitas Valley Wind project?

11                     MR. CASEDAY:  Jarred Caseday, present.

12                     MS. BARKER:  Wild Horse Wind Power

13   project?

14                     MS. RANDOLPH:  This is Sarah Randolph,

15   I'll be giving the update for Wild Horse.

16                     MS. BARKER:  Grays Harbor Energy

17   Center?

18                     MR. PACE:  Eric Pace, present.

19                     MS. BARKER:  Chehalis Generation

20   Facility?

21                     MR. SMITH:  Jeremy Smith, present.

22                     MS. BARKER:  Columbia Generating

23   Station?

24                     MS. ELSETHAGEN:  Kelly Elsethagen,

25   present.
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 1                     MS. BARKER:  Columbia Solar?

 2                     MS. ESPER:  Katy Esper, present.

 3                     MS. BARKER:  Goose Prairie Solar?

 4                     MR. JIA:  Nelson Jia, here, present.

 5                     MS. BARKER:  Ostrea Solar?

 6                     MR. VOLTZ:  Jon Voltz, present.

 7                     MS. BARKER:  Is there anyone online

 8   for the Counsel for the Environment?

 9                     MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes, Sarah Reyneveld

10   and Yuriy Korol are present.

11                     MS. BARKER:  Thank you.  Chair, there

12   is a quorum for all councils.

13                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Counsel

14   there's an agenda before us.  Do I have a motion to adopt

15   it?

16                     MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster, I move

17   to adopt the agenda for today's meeting.

18                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Is there a

19   second.

20                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Second, Nate Pamplin.

21                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Motion has been moved

22   a seconded.  Are there any changes to the agenda?

23   Hearing none, all those in favor say aye?

24                     MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  All right.
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 1   Agenda is adopted.

 2       Next up we have our minutes from the September 17th

 3   monthly meeting.  Do I have a motion to approve the

 4   minutes, please, Council?

 5                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne, so

 6   moved.

 7                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Is there a

 8   second?

 9                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Second, this is Nate.

10                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  The

11   minutes have been moved and seconded.  Are there any

12   changes to the minutes?  I did not, upon reviewing them,

13   have any to suggest myself.  Other Council members?

14   Okay.  Seeing none, I will call the vote.  All in favor

15   of approving the minutes of September 17th, please say

16   aye?

17                     MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

18                     CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.  Opposed?

19   All right.  Minutes are adopted.

20       So it's my pleasure to both honor a couple of our

21   now former members of the EFSEC Council before

22   introducing the replacements that the agencies have

23   brought forward.  And those who have participated in our

24   meetings regularly, Eli Levitt, of the Department of

25   Ecology, his last meeting was on the 17th of September
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 1   and we briefly honored him then.  We will certainly be

 2   honoring all of our new former Council members here

 3   towards the end of the year in a more appropriate

 4   resolution in their name.  But in particular, I just

 5   wanted to thank Lenny Young, who did retire in the month

 6   of September, and a longstanding dedicated State

 7   employee, and appreciated his public service, and want to

 8   acknowledge Lenny's strong contribution to the EFSEC

 9   Council for many years as well.

10       And so with that acknowledgment, let me first

11   introduce Blake Nelson, who is representing now the

12   Department of Ecology, and is the Southwest Region

13   Manager for the Solid Waste Management Program.  And

14   Councilman Nelson, if you would like to introduce

15   yourself.  And, again, on behalf of all the Council

16   members, welcome.

17                     COUNCILMAN NELSON:  Thank you, Chair

18   Beckett.  You did a pretty sufficient job there.  I'm

19   with the Department of Ecology in the Solid Waste

20   Program, particularly the manager of the Southwest

21   Region.

22       You know, on a personal note, I grew up in

23   Centralia.  My father and grandfather worked at

24   Trans-Alta, the coal plant there.  And although I don't

25   profess to siting many coal facilities, I do have a great
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 1   interest in energy policy and studies that I've had in

 2   grad school.  So I'm real excited to be part of the Board

 3   and to work with you all.

 4                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.

 5   Thank you very much, Councilman Nelson, and welcome

 6   aboard.

 7       Next we have Maverick Ryan who is with the

 8   Department of Natural Resources and is the Deputy

 9   Director of Tribal Relations.  And, Councilman Ryan, we

10   welcome you and ask you to introduce yourself and any

11   remarks you wish to make.

12                     COUNCILMAN RYAN:  Thank you, Chair.

13   (Speaking in Cowlitz)  In Cowlitz, that's hello good

14   people, my name is Maverick Ryan.  I'm the Deputy

15   Director of Tribal Relations at the Washington State

16   Department of Natural Resources, proud citizen of Cowlitz

17   Indian Tribe, and I'm really excited to join you in this

18   work as DNR's representative on this Council.

19       A couple things I want to mention.  I'm honored to

20   be here representing Commissioner Updegrove.  And in

21   January, when he took office, he outlined his core values

22   in leading the agency.  There are four of them, respect,

23   professionalism, integrity, and joy.  Those four values

24   inform decisionmaking throughout our agency, and what I

25   hope to embody through my participation with you here.
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 1       In addition to that, there are two other primary

 2   things I want to say as part of my introduction.  One is

 3   procedural, and the other one is just kind of a personal

 4   observation.  And to tackle the procedural item first, I

 5   want to be transparent with my new colleagues in this

 6   body in disclosing that in my employment history, I

 7   previously worked at a local consulting firm in Seattle

 8   for approximately a year and a half where I carried the

 9   title of Manager of Public Affairs.  In this role, I

10   provided administrative and project management support to

11   various energy-related projects until I departed the firm

12   in March of 2023.

13       Some of the consulting work included projects that

14   selected the EFSEC committee pathway, including the

15   Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage project.  In addition,

16   although I was not personally involved in Hop Hill Solar

17   and Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center project, those

18   projects were clients of the firm I was at while I was an

19   employee.

20       I do not want my prior association with these

21   projects to affect fairness, integrity, and transparency

22   of the Council's work, so therefore I will be recusing

23   myself from participating in any decisionmaking related

24   to the Council's recommendation to the Governor on the

25   Goldeneye Battery Storage or Hop Hill Solar projects.
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 1       I will also recuse myself from Council

 2   decisionmaking relate to mitigation measures and

 3   remaining project design, construction, micro siting for

 4   Horse Heaven.  This means that I will not actively

 5   participate in the adjudicative hearings or Council

 6   development of adjudicative orders on these project

 7   matters.

 8       Recusal is both the standard and an essential step

 9   to support public confidence in the Council's proceedings

10   and to uphold the highest ethical standards.  My decision

11   is rooted in a commitment to ensuring that all projects

12   are reviewed objectively, free from any perceived

13   prejudgment or bias.

14       And let me assure you, while I will not be involved

15   in the decisionmaking for those specific projects, I

16   remain fully committed to supporting the Council's broad

17   mission of ensuring responsible and thorough evaluation

18   of energy facility proposals, and full consideration of

19   all constituencies' perspectives.

20       And then on a personal note, I want to also thank my

21   fellow Council members for their understanding in

22   supporting those measures.  And I'm particularly excited

23   to be joining the Council, as an indigenous person in

24   this moment in time, when our clean energy goals as a

25   state and our obligations to safeguarding the treaty and
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 1   reserve rights and resources of tribal nations feel

 2   increasingly set at odds with one another.

 3       As has been widely spoken about, the scale of our

 4   energy future depends -- demands that we find pathways

 5   forward together.  Last year, I spoke with an elder who

 6   has experience in the energy field, and he told me in

 7   order to meet our clean energy goals as a state and as a

 8   nation, we will have to mine more copper in the next ten

 9   years than we have in the entirety of recorded history.

10   That same elder would go on to remind those in

11   conversation with him that our presence as indigenous

12   people on these lands predates recorded history.  I think

13   these two truths have to find a way to live in harmony

14   with one another in this transition.

15       I'm a person who believes the tribal nations are the

16   front lines of our clean energy future, not just in our

17   state but across the West.  I look forward to finding

18   ways in this role to ensure that the State of Washington

19   is able to find mutually agreeable ways to advance our

20   goals for the future.  In closing (speaking in Cowlitz),

21   thank you in Cowlitz.  I'm eager to serve and excited for

22   the opportunity.

23                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Councilman

24   Ryan.  And to both our new Council members, again, a

25   hearty welcome.  And as you can see from the busy agenda
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 1   today, which I think is probably a trend line and not

 2   inherently a new one, but certainly one that's going to

 3   be around.  So with that we will move on to our project

 4   updates.  And with that, Kittitas Valley Wind, Jarred

 5   Caseday.  Make your presentation.

 6                     MR. CASEDAY:  Good afternoon, Chair

 7   Beckett and EFSEC Council and Staff, and welcome to the

 8   new members.  This is Jarred Caseday with EDP Renewables,

 9   with the Kittitas Valley Wind Power project, and we have

10   nothing nonroutine to report for the period.

11                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on

12   to Wild Horse Wind project, Sara Randolph of EFSEC Staff.

13                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon.  Thank

14   you, Chair Beckett, Council members and Staff.  This is

15   Sara Randolph, site specialist for Wild Horse.  This

16   facility update is provided in your packet.  Ms.

17   Galbraith reported at the July Council meeting that there

18   is a large tear in one of the base towers.  And she will

19   keep us posted as to when they plan on bringing down the

20   turbine.  There are no nonroutine updates to report.

21                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.

22   Moving on to the Chehalis Generation Facility, Jeremy

23   Smith.

24                     MR. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Chair

25   Beckett, Council members and EFSEC Staff.  This is Jeremy
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 1   Smith, the operations manager representing the Chehalis

 2   Generation Facility.  I have nothing nonroutine to report

 3   for this reporting period.

 4                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.

 5   Moving on to Grays Harbor Energy Center, Eric Pace.

 6                     MR. PACE:  Good afternoon, Chair

 7   Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, I'm the plant engineer

 8   for the facility, and Grays Harbor Energy does not have

 9   anything nonroutine to report for the period.

10                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Moving on

11   to Columbia Solar, Katy Esper.

12                     MS. ESPER:  Good afternoon, Chair

13   Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, this is Katy Esper for

14   Columbia Solar reporting that we have no nonroutine

15   updates.

16                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on

17   to Columbia Generating Station and WNP 1/4, Kelly

18   Elsethagen.

19                     MS. ELSETHAGEN:  Good afternoon, Chair

20   Beckett, EFSEC Council members and Staff, this is Kelly

21   Elsethagen with Energy Northwest Columbia Generating

22   Station and WNP 1/4, there are no nonroutine updates to

23   report for the reporting period.

24                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you.

25   Moving on to Goose Prairie Solar, Nelson Jia.
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 1                     MR. JIA:  Good afternoon, Nelson here.

 2   No major updates to report for the previous month.

 3   Nothing to report from an environmental or safety

 4   perspective either.  Thank you.

 5                     CHAIR BECKETT:   Thank you.  Moving on

 6   to Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz.

 7                     MR. VOLTZ:  Hi, Chair Beckett and

 8   EFSEC Council members and Staff, this is Jon Voltz with

 9   Cypress Creek Renewables representing Ostrea Solar

10   facility.  Construction updates are as follows.  Pile and

11   racking installation is fully complete for the project.

12   Modular installation is ongoing, as well as wiring and

13   cable installations.  We've achieved mechanical

14   completion for the first circuit.  Substation major

15   equipment has been fully delivered and installation is

16   underway.  We are well on track to achieve full

17   mechanical completion by the end of the year as

18   scheduled.

19       There was one incident, an environmental incident

20   that occurred September 12th.  A cement truck entered the

21   project site with a hydraulic leak -- a leak in the

22   hydraulic hose.  The leak occurred from the entrance all

23   the way to the substation area, probably about 150 yards.

24   We estimate less than two gallons were spilled.  The

25   spill was identified immediately.  Oil catch cans were
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 1   placed under the truck to catch the oils.  The

 2   contaminated gravel was removed.  Mechanics were

 3   mobilized to the site to fix the leak.  And the -- once

 4   it was -- once the truck was moved out of the way the

 5   remaining contaminated gravel was removed from the site.

 6   So it was reported, but fully resolved.  That is the only

 7   incident to report for the period.

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.

 9   Moving on to Carriger Solar, and we will start with

10   project update from Joanne Snarski.

11                     MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you Chair Beckett

12   and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne

13   Snarski, the siting specialist for the proposed Carriger

14   Solar facility in Klickitat County.

15       On June 5th, the Council voted to approve sending a

16   recommendation to the Governor for the Carriage Solar

17   facility, along with a draft site certification

18   agreement.

19       On August 22nd, Governor Ferguson responded with a

20   letter to Chair Beckett directing the Council to do

21   further outreach with the Yakama Nation regarding certain

22   aspects of the draft site certification agreement.

23       In response to this request, Chair Beckett sent a

24   letter to Chairman Gerald Lewis, of the Yakama Nation

25   Tribal Council.  Chair Beckett's letter directed the
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 1   Tribe's attention to two primary issues as requested by

 2   the Governor.

 3       One, allow Yakama Nation the opportunity to review

 4   and provide input on the June 19th, 2025 memorandum from

 5   the EFSEC Chair to the Council membership describing the

 6   Chair and the Staff's June 4th, 2025 meeting with the

 7   Tribe.

 8       Give the Yakama Nation an opportunity to provide

 9   further input on five mitigation measures prescribed by

10   EFSEC in the mitigation determination of nonsignificance,

11   or MDNS, that are designed to minimize impacts to visual

12   aesthetics, including traditional and cultural

13   properties, also known on TCPs.

14       On September 26, 2025, EFSEC received a response

15   from the Yakama Nation.  For the purpose of this update,

16   I will highlight the primary issues brought forward in

17   this letter.  With regards to the June 19th, 2025 memo,

18   the Tribe asserted that the memo does not convey the

19   depth of the Yakama Nation's concerns with the Carriger

20   project.  They stated that unless they can speak directly

21   to the Council members through an adjudicative process,

22   our interpretation of those concerns will be flawed and

23   inaccurate.

24       They also stated that the memo does not sufficiently

25   reflect the Yakama Nation's determination that the
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 1   Carriger project by itself, meaning not including future

 2   solar developments, will result in significant impacts to

 3   TCPs.  Following, they argued that EFSEC's practice of

 4   not requiring the project proponent to secure a water

 5   supply for the project until just before construction

 6   fails to meet EFSEC's legal obligation to evaluate the

 7   project's water sources prior to drafting the site

 8   certification agreement.

 9       Following their review of the mitigation measures

10   highlighted by the Governor's letter, they identified two

11   primary concerns along with two proposals for resolution.

12   The Yakama Nation asserts that the EFSEC imposed setbacks

13   along the roads and adjacent to the Department of Natural

14   Resources managed lands, are insufficient to minimize

15   impacts to TCPs.  They note the use of natural screening

16   tools are also insufficient to minimize impacts to TCPs,

17   due to the area topography.

18       To resolve these concerns, they suggest the Council

19   deny approval for all solar panels in the northern

20   portion of the project area, and require conservation

21   leases on those parcels.  If this cannot be accomplished,

22   they recommend that we withdraw the mitigated

23   determination of nonsignificance and draft recommendation

24   to the Governor, and initiate a full environmental

25   analysis.  I believe this to mean a completion of an
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 1   environmental impact statement, and an adjudication

 2   process.

 3       Following review of the letter from the Governor and

 4   the response received from the Yakama Nation, EFSEC Staff

 5   developed a draft resolution 360, and a revised draft of

 6   the site certification agreement.  These documents were

 7   posted for public review and comment on October 6th, and

 8   it will go through October 19th.  That document provides

 9   a formal response with the details and citations that

10   address the Tribe's concerns.  I will provide a brief

11   overview of our main draft responses here.

12       In that document, we identify EFSEC is not required

13   to hold an adjudicative hearing for a project once

14   expedited processing of the project application has been

15   granted.  Carriger Solar was granted expedited processing

16   on May 5th, 2025.  Additionally, EFSEC has fully

17   considered the Carriger project's impacts on TCPs on its

18   own and cumulatively with possible future solar

19   development in the area.  This information is captured in

20   the State Environmental Policy Act documentation for the

21   project, including the mitigated determination of

22   nonsignificance and the attached Staff memo.

23       Although the Yakama Nation did not cite a specific

24   rule or regulation that it contends EFSEC was violating

25   by not requiring a water source be identified until just
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 1   before the construction, EFSEC has completed a full

 2   environmental analysis of the project's anticipated

 3   impact to water resources.  Again, this information can

 4   be found in the mitigated determination of

 5   nonsignificance and the associated Staff memo.

 6       We agree with the Yakama Nation that the Carriger

 7   project, as initially proposed, would have resulted in

 8   significant adverse impacts to TCPs without mitigation.

 9   EFSEC maintains that the mitigation that has been

10   proposed in the MDNS and the subsequent two revisions,

11   reduce adverse impacts to TCPs to a level below

12   significant.  Staff are not recommending that the Council

13   further mitigate by excluding the northern portions of

14   project from development and requiring conservation

15   easements.

16       Resolution 360 also outlines our draft responses to

17   the Yakama Nation's two options for resolution.  A

18   revised draft of the site certification agreement has

19   been prepared following review of the Governor's response

20   letter making more explicit the commitment from the

21   developer to provide the Yakama Nation with grant funding

22   for continued TC P research in the area.

23       Again, these documents have been provided to all

24   Council members and are available on our website.  The

25   public comment period will remain open until Sunday
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 1   evening, October 19th.  Since EFSEC is working to

 2   complete all this work within a 60-day deadline the

 3   Governor requested, Staff are scheduling a special

 4   Council meeting on October 21st for the purpose of

 5   Council action.  That meeting is scheduled to begin at

 6   9:00 a.m. and will be both in person and virtual.  Notice

 7   for the meeting will be distributed in accordance with

 8   RCW 42.30.080, and that concludes my update.

 9                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Questions

10   or comments to Council members for the Carriger Solar

11   project?  I'm waiting to see if any hands get raised.

12   Ms. Snarski or others on the Staff if need be, I'm noting

13   we called it a public comment period here, including at

14   my request probably on the agenda, I just want to make

15   sure we reiterated the comment period is still open, but

16   any further reiteration of that, Ms. Snarski, would be

17   good for members of the public to hear.

18                     MS. SNARSKI:  Sure.  It was posted on

19   our website and it's available there.  The particular

20   date the documents I'm speaking of, the draft resolution

21   along with the draft site certification agreement, the

22   revised site certification agreement, that was posted on

23   October 6th, but, again, is open through this Sunday,

24   October 19th.  I believe it goes to 11:59 p.m.

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you
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 1   for the updates.  Again, any other questions or comments?

 2   I don't see any.  Last call.  Okay.  We will move on then

 3   to Hop Hill Solar and Mr. Barnes, John Barnes for the

 4   EFSEC Staff.

 5                     MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

 6   and Council members.  This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff

 7   for the Hop Hill application.  This application is

 8   expecting supplemental materials concerning project

 9   expansion.  These materials are needed for a SEPA review

10   and determination.  We continue to coordinate and review

11   the application with our contractor, contracted agencies,

12   and tribal governments.  Are there any questions?

13                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  I do not

14   have any at this time.  Any other Council members?  Okay.

15   Hearing none, we will move on to Wallula Gap, again, Mr.

16   Barnes.

17                     MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

18   and Council members.  This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff

19   for the Wallula Gap application.  Staff are working with

20   the applicant to complete a supplemental wetlands report

21   materials that are needed to support the SEPA review for

22   this application.  We continue to coordinate the

23   applicant -- continue to coordinate with the applicant

24   and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource Program staff

25   following receipt of the TCP study regarding identified
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 1   impacts for the project and potential mitigation.  Are

 2   there any questions?

 3                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members for

 4   Wallula Gap?  Okay.  Seeing no questions we will move on

 5   to Goldeneye Battery Storage project, and will turn it

 6   back to Joanne Snarski.

 7                     MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair

 8   Beckett.  Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting

 9   specialist for the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy

10   Storage Facility in Skagit County.  The applicant is

11   currently working on a revised site plan for the facility

12   to better accommodate comments from supporting agencies

13   on water resources and on adjacent -- on and adjacent to

14   the proposed location.  We anticipate that a joint

15   meeting with those agencies and the applicant will occur

16   following the submittal of that revised plan.  That's all

17   I have for now.

18                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Any

19   questions, Council?  Okay.  We will then move on to the

20   Transmission Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement

21   and Sean Greene of our EFSEC Staff will provide us our

22   updated.

23                     MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair

24   Beckett and Council members.  This is Sean Greene, SEPA

25   specialist for EFSEC.  EFSEC Staff are happy to announce
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 1   the publication of the Transmission Programmatic EIS that

 2   EFSEC was directed to prepare by Washington State Senate

 3   Bill 5165, subsequently codified into Revised Code of

 4   Washington, RCW 43.21C.405.  The final Programmatic EIS

 5   was publicly noticed and distributed and published in the

 6   SEPA register on October 7th, 2025, and is available now

 7   for any interested party on EFSEC's website.

 8       This Programmatic EIS generally evaluates direct and

 9   indirect and cumulative adverse environmental impacts

10   associated with different types of transmission facility

11   developments.

12       While, as a programmatic review, it does not

13   propose, evaluate, or approve any project specific

14   application, it is designed and intended to be used for

15   future project level SEPA lead agencies in their review

16   of transmission projects to support, standardize, and

17   facilitate the associated project level SEPA reviews.

18       As directed by RCW 43.21C.408, this Programmatic EIS

19   has been structured so that future transmission projects

20   that follow the recommendations developed within are

21   considered to have mitigated for all probable significant

22   adverse environmental impacts addressed in the

23   Programmatic EIS.

24       While the final Programmatic EIS has been published,

25   Staff continue to work on finalizing several support

0028

 1   tools that have been developed to facilitate future use

 2   of the document, including the E-Programmatic and the

 3   resource sensitivity online GIS tool.  The E-Programmatic

 4   is an interactive website that will provide checklists,

 5   bookmarking tools, and cross-references for resource

 6   impact and mitigation strategies discussed in detail

 7   within the Programmatic EIS.

 8       The E-Programmatic includes summaries of all

 9   resource impacts and mitigation strategies identified in

10   the Programmatic EIS with direct and immediate references

11   to the document proper for more detailed descriptions.

12       This website will also include tools to allow

13   developers to input relevant project details that could

14   populate a prepared set of documents within the site.

15   The summarizing documents can be shared with the SEPA

16   lead agency to facilitate their future review.

17       There are also several guidance documents for

18   developers and SEPA lead agencies providing information

19   on how the Programmatic EIS is intended for use by the

20   various parties.  The E-Programmatic has been developed

21   to make the Programmatic EIS for accessible to users, and

22   to draw forth the most critical elements identified

23   within the larger document.

24       The resource sensitivity online GIS tool is an

25   interactive version of the resource sensitivity map
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 1   prepared for most of the resource sections within the

 2   Programmatic EIS.  This tool will allow users to input

 3   location data associated with proposed transmission

 4   facilities, and then be presented with data showing what

 5   potentially sensitive environmental resources that

 6   facility may interact with.

 7       These resources have been assigned sensitivity

 8   levels from one to three, with three being the highest,

 9   based on input from subject matter experts.  This tool is

10   intended to be used primarily by developers during the

11   siting phase of their project to identify the potential

12   points of environmental impacts and avoid them, when

13   practical, or prepare mitigation strategies prior to

14   application submittals.

15       It can also be used by SEPA lead agencies to

16   identify potential resources of concern when reviewing

17   projects.  No further environmental review of anticipated

18   actual impacts would be needed at the project level.

19       For both of these online tools, EFSEC Staff is

20   working with WaTech to finalize various elements and

21   prepare hosting support on EFSEC's website.  Staff intend

22   for these tools to be online and accessible to all

23   interested parties in the near future.

24       EFSEC Staff are also currently coordinating with

25   staff in the Department of Ecology to organize a series
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 1   of external engagement sessions with industry and county

 2   planning departments across the state.  The objective of

 3   these sessions is to introduce the Programmatic EISs

 4   recently produced by our two agencies to anticipated

 5   future users.  These sessions will provide an opportunity

 6   to proactively engage the users and to provide guidance

 7   on the expected use of the documents and answer any

 8   questions that may arise.  Are there any questions from

 9   the Council?

10                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much,

11   Mr. Greene.  I would see if there was any further way you

12   could characterize when the tools, the online tools would

13   be available in terms of a couple weeks or two months.  I

14   think it's nearer term, but if there's any further

15   clarification.

16                     MR. GREENE:  I don't have an exact

17   date, but I would anticipate in the next weeks to a few

18   months is accurate.

19                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I don't think I have

20   anything more definitive than that at this time.

21                     CHAIR BECKETT:  If it's more than a

22   few weeks maybe we can have further conversations, you

23   know, having a little insight from a conversation I had

24   with Staff several weeks ago now.  It's just I think it's

25   a tremendous resource for all parties and the public.
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 1   And, obviously, at times we have more experts in the

 2   field, but while applicants may be a natural to use it, I

 3   think a lot of other important both public agencies and a

 4   number of parties that are interested on where should

 5   energy resources go or not go.  Obviously, where we can

 6   use built environments like existing transmission

 7   corridors are important, but at the same time if there

 8   are clearly needs out there this kind of the tool is one

 9   we would hope could be maximized for its benefit before

10   an application is ever made to EFSEC or even coming into

11   a pre-application process.  I think that's the vision of

12   what you have brought forward.  We appreciate it.  I

13   would note there some functionality that is not included,

14   as I understand it, in the current tool based on scope

15   and budget, but it doesn't mean that that platform and

16   the collective and ultimately public investment in it is

17   one that I believe can be leveraged, so just want to note

18   that while we're here.  And with that, I thank my

19   colleagues on the Council and would ask if there are

20   other comments or questions.  Councilman Pamplin?

21                     COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thank you, Mr.

22   Chair, and, Mr. Greene, congratulations on getting this

23   across the finish line.  A Programmatic EIS is no small

24   fete, and really appreciate the kind of forward thinking

25   that we want to see to inform project applicants of where
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 1   they might site transmission facilities, and this will

 2   echo the Chair's remarks about the utility of the online

 3   tool that you described.  That sounds really cool, so

 4   thank you so much.

 5                     CHAIR BECKETT:   Thank you.  Other

 6   comments or questions from Council?  Okay.  Then we will

 7   move on to the Horse Heaven Wind Farm.  And I'm going to

 8   turn the chair and gavel over to Stacey Brewster from

 9   Utilities and Transportation Commission since I am going

10   to go ahead and step away for a moment for the Horse

11   Heaven item.  And with that, Chair Brewster, I will turn

12   this to you.

13                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  Do we

14   have an update from Staff to begin with?

15                     MS. MOON:  Yes.  Good afternoon,

16   Acting Chair Stacey Brewster and EFSEC Council members.

17   Following the Council discussion at the September 17th

18   Council meeting, Staff prepared a draft resolution to A,

19   implement the 0.6 mile buffer for the next locations on

20   which the Preoperational Technical Advisory Group, PTAG,

21   reached consensus, and B, implement a two-mile buffer for

22   four nest locations that were identified on a

23   confidential map.

24       In coordination with our Assistant Attorney General,

25   EFSEC issued for public comment draft resolution No. 357,
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 1   titled Horse Heaven Wind Farm site certification

 2   agreement implementation partly approving an partly

 3   denying proposal to construct primary infrastructure

 4   within two miles of documented ferruginous hawk nests.

 5   This was drafted to meet the site certification agreement

 6   referred to as the SCA, Appendix 2, mitigation measure

 7   for special status species 5, the ferruginous hawk, and

 8   we shortened that to Spec 5 when we are casually talking

 9   about it.

10       The Spec 5 mitigation measure does not allow siting

11   any wind turbines within a 0.6 mile radius surrounding

12   ferruginous hawk nests that are A, documented in the

13   Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife priority

14   habitat species database on the effective date on the

15   SCA, or B, identified in the certificate holder's nest

16   surveys, and/or C, newly established by the species

17   between the SCA effective date and the time of

18   construction.

19       To recap, draft resolution 357 as drafted, approves

20   the certificate holder's request to site primary

21   components within 0.6 to two miles of 38 nest locations,

22   and denies the certificate holder's request to site

23   turbines within 0.6 to two miles of foreign nest

24   locations.

25       The resolution declines to make a decision on two
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 1   nest locations as the SCA didn't authorize the placement

 2   of primary components within one nest area, and the

 3   certificate holder is not requesting approval to site

 4   primary components within two miles of a nest location,

 5   which a pair of ferruginous hawks fledged young in the

 6   spring of 2025.

 7       The draft resolution was issued September 30th, and

 8   the public comment period was opened from that date,

 9   September 30th, 2025 at 10:30 a.m. until October 13th,

10   2025 at 11:59 p.m.  EFSEC received a total of 56

11   comments.  The comments included general opposition to

12   the project and concerns over a wide range of topics that

13   are outside the scope of resolution 357, including

14   property values, view scape, light pollution, water

15   usage, noise, cultural resources, wind reliability,

16   landscape, misappropriation of funds, EFSEC procedures,

17   goals of local comprehensive plans, and PTAG meeting

18   guidelines.

19       Comments were also received in support of maximum

20   buffer distances allowed, and support for the PTAG role

21   and recommendation.

22       Does the Council have any questions or comments on

23   the information presented thus far?

24                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Hearing none.

25                     MS. MOON:  Okay.  So now I will
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 1   introduce EFSEC State Environmental Policy Act

 2   specialist, Sean Greene, for a report on SEPA comments.

 3                     MR. GREENE:  Thank you, Amy.  This is

 4   Sean Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC.  During the

 5   public comment period for this draft Council resolution,

 6   EFSEC received comments questioning the relationship

 7   between the current advice presented by the

 8   Preoperational Technical Advisory Group or PTAG, and by

 9   EFSEC Staff for the implementation of the Species 5

10   mitigation measure and the final environmental impact

11   statement or EIS.  Staff just want to confirm with the

12   Council and the public that all recommendations being

13   provided be the PTAG are to support EFSEC's

14   implementation of existing mitigation measures already

15   combined in the final EIS and the site certification

16   agreement or SCA.  There is no new mitigation being

17   developed.  The PTAG review is technical in nature and is

18   being done to ensure that Species 5 and other mitigation

19   measures are implemented as specified within the SCA.

20       We also received comments indicating a belief that

21   the current PTAG work on Species 5 would necessitate

22   EFSEC producing a supplemental EIS.  As outlined in

23   Washington Administrative Code, Chapter 197-11-405(4)(b),

24   a supplemental EIS shall be prepared when there are

25   substantial changes to a proposal so that the proposal is
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 1   likely to have significant adverse environmental impacts,

 2   or there is significant new information related to a

 3   proposal's probable significant adverse environmental

 4   impact.  The work currently being performed by the PTAG

 5   and EFSEC Staff does not meet either of these criteria.

 6   There are no proposed changes to the project at this

 7   time.  The project is being refined in accordance with

 8   the additional excluded areas already provided for by

 9   Species 5 and the SCA and the final EIS.

10       The outcome of these nest by nest determinations

11   will not cause the project to expand or contract in any

12   way that was not already evaluated and anticipated in the

13   final EIS and the SCA.

14       The request presented by Scout with technical input

15   from the PTAG, did not include new field data or survey

16   information, with the exception of the one new nest

17   occupied this year, which was a probability anticipated

18   by the terms of Species 5.  All of the information that

19   the PTAG has considered regarding nest locations, habitat

20   availability, foraging ranges and more was included in

21   EFSEC's environmental review of the project and published

22   in the final EIS.

23       What Scout is presenting, and the PTAG is advising

24   on is a more refined technical interpretation of whether

25   or not the existing data indicates that ferruginous hawks
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 1   are likely to successfully return to specific nesting

 2   sites.

 3       The decision that is presented to the Council by

 4   Scout's request and the PTAG's advice on that request,

 5   fits within the framework of the existing SEPA analysis

 6   and the site certification agreement and there is no need

 7   for a supplemental EIS at this time.

 8       The Council's decision on Scout's request will not

 9   change the project's design or layout beyond what was

10   already evaluated and approved.  It is possible, but this

11   is just speculation at this time, that Scout could

12   present a request to amend the SCA to change the project

13   design.  If that were to happen, then EFSEC would have a

14   proposal before it that would need to be evaluated under

15   SEPA, possibly by way of a supplemental EIS.

16       If there are any questions regarding the

17   relationship between this resolution and SEPA, I can

18   answer them now, otherwise I will pass things off to our

19   legal counsel, Jon Thompson, to address some of the other

20   comments that we received that were more legal in nature.

21                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  I don't have any

22   questions.  I don't see any others from Council members.

23                     MR. THOMPSON:  Again, this is Jon

24   Thompson, Assistant Attorney General.  I want to address

25   a couple of legal arguments that were raised in the
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 1   public comments, specifically from Benton County comments

 2   and also, to a degree, the Yakama Nation's comments.

 3       The first was an assertion that the Benton County

 4   Council member that was appointed during review of the

 5   application for site certification should still be

 6   sitting on the Council for this decision.

 7       And the second argument I wanted to address was that

 8   the PTAG meetings should have been conducted under the

 9   Open Public Meetings Act with notice and the opportunity

10   for the public to attend.

11       So first to the assertion about the participation of

12   the Benton County member, which was Ed Brost.  The

13   EFSEC's authorizing statute provides that when the

14   Council receives an application to site a facility in a

15   county, the county has an opportunity to appoint a

16   representative during the review of an application.  The

17   statute says that the county Council member shall serve

18   until there has been a final acceptance or rejection of

19   the proposed site, but when that occurs is when the

20   Governor makes a decision either accepting or rejecting,

21   and in this case accepting -- or approving the

22   application for site certification and executing the

23   draft site certification agreement that was presented to

24   him.  That occurred last October.  And in November, EFSEC

25   Staff thanked Mr. Brost for his service and let him know
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 1   that he didn't need to attend any further meetings.  His

 2   name hasn't been called on the roll since then.  And

 3   there hadn't been any assertion by Mr. Brost or the

 4   County previously that he should still be sitting on the

 5   Council until comments were submitted by Benton County on

 6   Monday, expressing the opinion that he should be sitting

 7   on the Council still.

 8       The argument that the County makes is that although,

 9   you know, the statute provides for acceptance of the

10   project by the Governor, in this case they argue that the

11   Council basically deferred or punted the siting of the

12   project to the PTAG, at least in part, and therefore

13   because the final -- in their interpretation, the final

14   acceptance of the site hasn't occurred and Mr. Brost or

15   another representative from the County should still be on

16   the Council.

17       However, this is really a mischaracterization of

18   the -- what the SCA provides.  The site is approved by,

19   you know, how the statute uses those terms.  What we are

20   now dealing with is an implementation of a mitigation

21   measure that established this conditional future

22   protection of ferruginous hawks established these

23   conditional project setbacks from historic hawk nests,

24   and it specified how that contingency was to be resolved

25   by request from the certificate holder with input from
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 1   the PTAG.

 2       And the relevant consideration is whether there is

 3   still a viable nest site or whether there's still viable

 4   habitats surrounding the nests.  That was the information

 5   that was received from PTAG, and it's the implementation

 6   of the mitigation measure rather than siting, rather than

 7   approval of the siting of the facility.  There is no real

 8   basis, in my opinion, to the County's assertion that a

 9   county representative should still be sitting on the

10   Council for this decision.

11       Turning to the OPMA argument, this was an argument

12   that Benton County made in the early objection to the

13   formation of the PTAG, so we were aware of this argument

14   from the County; however, based on the language of the

15   Open Public Meetings Act and the interpretation of it

16   from the courts, the -- it's my opinion that these

17   meetings were not required to be conducted under the

18   OPMA.  The OPMA applies to the meetings of the governing

19   bodies of government agencies, and it does apply to

20   committees thereof when the committee acts on behalf of

21   the governing body, conducts hearings, or takes testimony

22   or public comment.  The PTAG did not take public

23   comments.  It didn't conduct hearings.  And it also is

24   not exercising decisionmaking authority on behalf of the

25   Council.  What it's doing is providing technical advice
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 1   for the Council's consideration to make a decision on the

 2   certificate holder's request to site a primary structure

 3   within these conditional buffer areas.

 4       So I just wanted to address those two legal topics,

 5   and if you have any questions about that, I'm happy to

 6   answer those.

 7                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  Do we

 8   have any questions from Council members?  I see Mr.

 9   Nelson has raised his hand.  Go ahead, please.

10                     MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair

11   Brewster.  I just wanted to thank Mr. Thompson for

12   explaining about the requirements, I guess, around Mr.

13   Brost's participation because that did -- gives me some

14   concern regarding public comment.  Chair Brewster, would

15   now be an okay time to address the public comments in

16   general?

17                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Do we have anything

18   else from Staff before?

19                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I believe Ms. Moon

20   has further updates about the public comments received.

21                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Council Member

22   Nelson, it sounds like we have further updates from Ms.

23   Moon.

24                     MS. MOON:  Thank you, Chair Brewster.

25   Staff are not recommending changes to the draft
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 1   resolution as a result of public comment; however, minor

 2   changes to improve readability and transparency are

 3   proposed.  In addition, some clerical errors were

 4   identified and corrected in the red line version of that

 5   draft, as well as the addition of a clarifying footnote

 6   recommended by legal counsel.

 7       Additionally, on September 29th, Staff received a

 8   corrected facilitator report, that's from the PTAG, in

 9   which a clerical error identifying 45 nests was corrected

10   to 44 nest locations that were in question.  Staff have

11   proposed editorial changes throughout the draft

12   resolution to reflect this correction and the nest

13   location number.

14       Staff also proposed an edit to improve readability,

15   which includes a summary table indicating the number of

16   nest locations subject to each portion of the Council's

17   decision.  The summary table presents group identifiers

18   in the form of alphabetical group A, B, C, and D, for the

19   nest locations that are discussed within the resolution.

20       Does the Council have any further questions on that

21   on anything?

22                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  I see Council Member

23   Pamplin you have raised your hand?

24                     COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thanks, Chair,

25   and thanks, Ms. Moon.  I appreciate the edits that have
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 1   been made thus far for readability and clarity.  I really

 2   appreciate the table regarding the various groups pinning

 3   the different ferruginous hawk nests.  I think that's

 4   very helpful for the reader of this.

 5       A minor item in the scheme of things, but something

 6   I want to call out because this is a resolution.  There's

 7   several places in the document that references the

 8   priority habitat and species database or PHS, and

 9   sometimes it's listed as PSH, and sometimes it is

10   referenced as priority species and habitat, for instance,

11   on the screen that's displayed right now in the first

12   paragraph under the resolution.

13       So just ask that as you go through and make the

14   various edits that we also correct the formal name of the

15   database as well as the abbreviation.  Thank you.

16                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Any additional

17   questions or comments from council?  Council Member

18   Nelson?

19                     COUNCILMAN NELSON:  Thank you, Chair

20   Brewster.  I just wanted to wait until the entirety of

21   all the information was shared regarding the comments.  I

22   want to thank everybody who took time to comment.  In at

23   least three of the comments there was concern about --

24   well, there was concern about Council members reading the

25   comments.  I can assure you I read all the comments -- or
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 1   the original application, relevant exhibits.  I have read

 2   every comment, and to that point, a comment I do agree

 3   with this is the three days, two or three days from the

 4   end of the comment period to the voting is a pretty tight

 5   turnaround to read all those comments.  So as my

 6   predecessor Eli would, you know, I would advise something

 7   like a 15-day standard comment period would be great, and

 8   then perhaps a week minimum to review the comments, just

 9   to make sure that people -- folks are completely

10   satisfied that they have been heard because I do

11   appreciate every commenter.

12                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Okay.  Thanks.  And I

13   appreciate you bringing that up.  I would like to echo

14   the sentiments.  I do appreciate all the comments made by

15   folks.  I did take the time to make sure and read

16   everything, and I appreciate that comment allowing some

17   more time for review of the comments.  Moving forward we

18   can work to increase our time for review.

19       Do we have any other questions or comments from

20   Council members?  Hearing none, Ms. Moon, thank you.

21                     MS. MOON:  Thank you, Council, for

22   your input and discussion and helpful comments.

23       I would now request that -- or I would like to

24   request, if the Council may, to vote to adopt Resolution

25   357 as amended.
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 1                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Okay.  Well, so that

 2   brings us to the opportunity for consideration of

 3   Resolution No. 357, partly approving and partly denying a

 4   proposal to construct primary infrastructures within two

 5   miles of documented ferruginous hawk nests.  We have

 6   reviewed the draft and the amended draft, and is there a

 7   motion to adopt Resolution 357?  Council Member, Pamplin?

 8                     COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thank you, Ma'am

 9   Chair, I move that the Council adopt Resolution No. 357

10   as amended by Staff, and including the edits that were

11   discussed today.  Thank you.

12                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  Do we

13   have a second?

14                     MR. NELSON:  Second.

15                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you, Mr.

16   Nelson.

17       It has been moved and seconded that the Council

18   adopt Resolution 357 as amended and discussed by Staff

19   today.  Is there any discussion?  Okay.

20       I will say that I appreciate, again, the very

21   detailed and specific information presented by the PTAG

22   and incorporated into the resolution.  I feel the

23   recommendations by Staff are appropriate and provide the

24   maximum protection for the designated nests that should

25   take the .6 to two mile radius.
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 1       Do we have any other comments?  I will hear those

 2   now.  Hearing none, we can go ahead and vote.  All those

 3   in favor please say aye.

 4                     MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

 5                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  And that was an aye

 6   from me as well.  Do we have any opposed?  Hearing none,

 7   the resolution is adopted.

 8       Was there further updates from Staff, Ms. Moon?

 9                     MS. MOON:  Yes, thank you.  I have one

10   more Horse Heaven update.  I want to let the Council know

11   that Staff are currently reviewing wildlife survey plans

12   as required in the site certification agreement as part

13   of the mitigation efforts.  The plans discussed and

14   reviewed by the PTAG currently and EFSEC review are for

15   mitigation measures, Spec 1, which is for the striped

16   whip snake; Spec 4, burrowing owl; Spec 8, the prairie

17   falcon; Spec 10, the flat tailed jack rabbit and white

18   tailed jack rabbit; Spec 12, the Townsend's ground

19   squirrel; and Wild 10, the pre-construction bat

20   monitoring plan.

21       These plan reviews are essential for initiating time

22   sensitive surveys, and EFSEC anticipates more PTAG

23   submittals to meet the mitigation measure requirements in

24   the SCA in the near future.

25       Does the Council have any questions on that last
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 1   update?

 2                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Any further questions

 3   from Council members?  Hearing none.  Thank you, very

 4   much.

 5                     MS. MOON:  You are welcome.

 6                     CHAIR BREWSTER:  Chair Beckett.

 7                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council

 8   Member Brewster.

 9       So we will have our next item, which is a

10   presentation by Maria Belkina with EFSEC Staff.  And I

11   believe we may have another outside guest to present

12   further details on the Cascade Renewables Transmission

13   application.

14                     MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair Becket

15   and Council members.  For the record, my name is Maria

16   Belkina, siting specialist assigned to and reporting on

17   the Cascade Renewable Transmission project.

18       On Monday, October 6, 2025, Cascade Renewable

19   Transmission, LLC, submitted a formal application for

20   site certification to the Council for a high-voltage

21   direct current transmission line to be located within the

22   bed of the Columbia River and along the shores of

23   Klickitat, Skamania, and Clark counties.  The project

24   also includes approximately seven miles of upland

25   trenching in Skamania County.
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 1       The project previously underwent pre-application

 2   review as required by RCW 50.50.308.  EFSEC has now begun

 3   its formal review process and is coordinating efforts

 4   with the Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council, the US

 5   Army Corps of Engineers, our consultant, and contracted

 6   state agencies.  The application is currently being

 7   reviewed for completeness and compliance with EFSEC's

 8   statutes and rule.  Public informational meetings and

 9   land use consistency hearings will be scheduled within

10   the three counties within 60 days.

11       Additionally, EFSEC is finalizing a memorandum of

12   understanding with Oregon to coordinate environmental

13   review and permitting efforts.

14       Thank you.  I would be happy to answer any

15   questions.  The applicant is also on the line to provide

16   a brief introduction.

17                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you

18   Ms. Belkina.

19       And, I'm sorry, could we have our outside project

20   participant please state your name for the record and

21   with that you are welcome to continue with your

22   presentation.

23                     MR. HOCKER:  Thank you.  My name is

24   Chris Hocker.  I'm with Cascade Renewables Transmission,

25   LLC.  And on behalf of the applicant, I want to thank the
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 1   Council for your time and attention.  I will try to be

 2   brief.  I know that my time is limited, so I will not

 3   take up too much of it.  I appreciate the opportunity for

 4   a very brief presentation.  Maria, are you running the

 5   slide?

 6                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Mr. Hocker, our Staff

 7   will advance it for you.

 8                     MR. HOCKER:  Thank you.  So this will

 9   just give you sort of an idea of what the project is, why

10   we are doing it and what the current status is.

11       The project as shown on this slide runs from The

12   Dalles, Oregon, the big heavy substation of BPA, east to

13   west along the Columbia River.  It will be buried in the

14   sediment of the Columbia River about ten feet deep.  It

15   will exit the river to bypass the Bonneville Dam.  That's

16   the yellow part of the map shown.  It well reenter the

17   Columbia River down to Hayden Island, and then proceed

18   via burial on land to a converter station, and ultimately

19   interconnect to the Harborton substation, which is owned

20   by Portland General Electric.

21       The facility would carry approximately 1100

22   megawatts of energy that's generated east of the Cascades

23   to customers west of the Cascades.

24       Next slide, please.  This is sort of a zoom in on

25   the part of the project that effects, on land, Washington
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 1   state.  The project would exit the river in Stevenson,

 2   would primarily use State Route 14.  Everything would be

 3   buried.  There would be no visual impact at all.  It

 4   would use State Route 14 before coming over around the

 5   Bonneville Dam and reentering the river south of the -- I

 6   should say west of the Bonneville Dam as shown.  The

 7   entrance and exit from the river would be accomplished by

 8   horizontal directional drilling.  So, again, there would

 9   be no visual impact on the land in Washington.

10       Next slide, please.  Can I get the next slide?

11   There we go.  So why are we doing this?  I think it's

12   been pretty well established that there's an urgent need

13   for transmission, new transmission in the Pacific

14   Northwest.  I won't belabor all of the information that

15   has been publicly available except to say that there's a

16   number of factors that contribute to this constraint on

17   the transmission grid.  And one of the underlying factors

18   in looking at a project like this is the passage of the

19   CETA legislation in Washington, and similar legislation

20   in Oregon, which moves both states in the direction of

21   one hundred percent clean energy, and there are interim

22   goals that were set in those pieces of legislation.

23       So since virtually all of the major scale utility

24   renewable generation is located east of the Cascades,

25   there simply is not enough existing transmission to move
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 1   that renewable energy, clean energy over the Cascades to

 2   the west where the load centers are.

 3       Next slide, please.  So this slide may not be

 4   intuitive to understand immediately, but basically what

 5   it's saying is that this is the current transmission

 6   system.  Most of the flows, the major flows, go from east

 7   to west as is shown by these sort of blue semicircles.

 8       There are a number of proposals by BPA and others

 9   for transmission upgrades.  Those are sort of indicated

10   by the oval as circled there.  All of those upgrades will

11   be needed.  None of them have progressed to permitting

12   stage.  They are in the early study phase.  So even under

13   BPA's analysis, the first of those upgrades may be done

14   in the early 2030s, so there is a real constraint and a

15   real time constraint in getting new transmission across.

16       If you look at the green, sort of a bright green

17   line, that's us.  That's the Cascade project, and it's

18   intended to help alleviate the transmission constraints

19   by going directly -- really past Portland and to the

20   north/south corridor that you see sort of those purple

21   lines.  So by getting to the north/south corridor west of

22   Portland, that helps relieve the north/south constraints,

23   including limitations on what can get up to the load

24   centers in the state of Washington.

25       So I'm going to sort of address really quickly the
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 1   idea that this is simply something to serve the city of

 2   Portland or the state of Oregon, it's not.  It is a

 3   system oriented partial solution to the very serious

 4   transmission constraints that exist.  And it will help

 5   with the 1100 megawatts of new transmission capacity to

 6   alleviate not just the east/west constraints but also the

 7   north/south constrains.  And it can do so before the BPA

 8   and other transmission upgrades can be accomplished.

 9       Next slide, please.  Very quickly, who are we?  I'm

10   with a company called Power Bridge.  We have developed,

11   financed, permitted, and built two comparable projects on

12   the East Coast between New York and New Jersey.  They

13   have been in operation respectively since 2007 and 2013.

14   They are both underwater and underground transmission

15   projects that are comparable to this one.

16       We are the lead developer for Cascade Renewables.

17   Our partners include Sun2o, which is an experienced

18   renewables developer, and also NextEra Energy

19   Transmission, which is the leading publicly traded

20   utility and renewables developer.  And it also owns and

21   operates an underwater, underground transmission project

22   comparable to this one that currently runs under San

23   Francisco Bay, and has been operating since 2010.

24       Next slide, please.  So I won't belabor this one.

25   There's already been some public attention shown on this
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 1   project for all the reasons stated.  Meeting of renewable

 2   energy goals, helping to relieve transmission

 3   constraints, and improving resilience and safety of the

 4   grid by going underwater and underground.

 5       Next slide, please.  Very quickly, this is what the

 6   underwater cable looks like.  If you look at the

 7   right-hand corner, this would be a bundle of two cables

 8   that are less than six inches in diameter.  That is shown

 9   on the left-hand photo.  That is the actual installation

10   of one of our projects here.  It's called the Neptune

11   project.  And two cables about a foot in diameter are

12   bundled together with fiber optic cable and so the impact

13   to the river is minimal.

14       And I will show you on the next slide, if I have the

15   next slide.  It's installed using a technology called a

16   hydroplow.  The cable is laid off the back of a vessel

17   into a hydroplow that executes a narrow trench by

18   fluidizing the sediment in the river.  The cable is

19   simultaneously laid into the trench to the required

20   depth.  In this case it will be around ten feet.  About

21   75 percent of the sediment is fluidized and it settles

22   back down into the trench.  The impact to the river, as a

23   whole, is very minimal and it's temporary during the

24   construction period.

25       Next slide, please.  So where are we?  As Maria
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 1   indicated, we have filed our application and that is

 2   currently under review.  That's only been in the last

 3   week or so.  There's a comparable siting certificate

 4   application that will be filed hopefully by the end of

 5   this month with the Oregon Energy Facility Siting

 6   Council.  We also are under the jurisdiction of the US

 7   Army Corps of Engineers, with two major permits, Section

 8   408 and Section 404, and we have been -- we have filed

 9   the 404 and the 408 and are proceeding with the Army

10   Corps.

11       And we have done a lot to encourage coordination

12   among the various agencies, state and federal, to assure

13   that everyone sort of is on the same page in terms of

14   what the project is, what it does, and just as important

15   as anything, what the potential impacts might be or might

16   not be.  So we have held a number of coordination

17   meetings with the agencies and with the tribes, and we

18   will continue to do so.

19       I know that the Corps of Engineers and Washington

20   EFSEC and Oregon EFSEC have been in communication on a

21   pretty much regular basis, again, to assure that a

22   project which is complex and involves a lot of different

23   jurisdictions can be evaluated on a -- not on an

24   expedited, but a coordinated basis so that it minimizes,

25   you know, confusion and misunderstanding.  We have done
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 1   everything we could to encourage that and I know that,

 2   and I know agencies have been very receptive to that.

 3       Next and final slide.  In addition to helping to

 4   meet the renewable energy goals, clean energy goals, and

 5   to help relieve transmission constraints, a project like

 6   this does have additional benefits.  There will be a

 7   member of construction jobs.  There will certainly be

 8   property tax benefits to the affected jurisdictions.

 9   There will be partnerships to encourage workforce

10   training and education.  And we are entirely open and

11   have been in conversation with tribes and stakeholders to

12   look at partnerships to essentially leave the river and

13   the surrounding area better off than when we started.

14       So with that, that is my hopefully brief

15   presentation, and I appreciate the time.

16                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Mr. Hocker.

17   Appreciate the presentation.  I think it's very clear and

18   helpful.  That's my perspective on what I have seen here

19   for the first time today.  Are there other comments or

20   questions from Council members?  None at this time it

21   seems, but if anyone changes your mind, raise your hand.

22   I will keep an eye out for EFSEC Staff.   Were there

23   other comments that Staff wanted to add, Ms. Belkina?

24   Ms. Hafkemeyer?

25                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you, Chair
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 1   Beckett.  This is Ami Hafkemeyer.  For the record, I just

 2   wanted to reiterate that Staff will be reaching out to

 3   schedule the informational meetings and land use hearings

 4   for each of the counties and getting availability for

 5   Council members.  And once the details of those meetings

 6   are available, they will be noticed for the communities

 7   to be able to attend.

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for noting

 9   that early.  And let me ad a further word to it, just for

10   the benefit of the public and transparency.  Ultimately,

11   what that translates as we will have public meetings in

12   three counties on the Columbia River sometime here in the

13   November, early December timeframe.  So for those of you

14   who wish to participate, let me just make it plain and

15   simple we will be down on the river sooner rather than

16   later as part of our commitment not only to being out in

17   the community.  Obviously, it's also a statutory

18   requirement, which we will fully comply with, but the

19   motivation is one, to me, that reflects the work of EFSEC

20   for a long time.

21       With that, last call for comments or questions?

22   Certainly more work ahead, and the Council will take its

23   appropriate steps in terms of objectivity and review as

24   we go, and look forward to kicking off that important

25   first public step, in addition to today's presentation,
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 1   so thank you.

 2       Moving on to our other items for the day.  First we

 3   will start with Sonia Bumpus, our Director, on cost

 4   allocations.  And let me just note that when you are

 5   finished with that we will move on the changes of the

 6   public comment period, unless there's questions with

 7   regard to our cost allocations.  So I will turn this over

 8   to you, Sonia, to cover your items?

 9                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  This is

10   Sonia Bumpus.  Thank you, Chair Beckett and Council

11   members.  Good afternoon.  For the update on the

12   nondirect cost allocations these are the percentages for

13   second quarter fiscal year 2026 covering October 1, 2025

14   to December 31, 2025.  And I will just note that one of

15   the changes to the cost allocations since you saw it last

16   is that we've added the Cascade Renewable Transmission

17   project, which you just heard an introduction on.

18       So we have Columbia Generating Station at 20

19   percent.  Horse Heaven, ten percent.  Cascade Renewable,

20   eight percent.  Chehalis, six percent.  Grays Harbor 1/2,

21   six percent.  Carriger Solar, six percent.  Goldeneye,

22   five percent.  Wallula Gap, five percent.  Columbia

23   Solar, four percent.  Ostrea, four percent.  Goose

24   Prairie, four percent.  Hop Hill, four percent.  Kittitas

25   Valley, four percent.  Wild Horse, four percent.
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 1   Wautoma, three percent.  WNP 1, three percent.  Badger

 2   Mountain, two percent.  High Top, two percent.  That

 3   concludes my update on the nondirect cost allocation.  If

 4   there aren't any questions, I will go ahead and proceed

 5   with update for the Council about some of the changes

 6   that EFSEC Staff are working on with respect to our

 7   public comment process.

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  I don't see any hands

 9   raised on the first item, so please proceed.

10                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  So this

11   is an opportunity here to just update the Council on some

12   of the things that Staff have identified as changes to

13   how we conduct our public comment process.  I will just

14   go over the Open Public Meetings Act here briefly.  It

15   was amended in 2022.  So under the Open Public Meetings

16   Act, or referred to as OPMA, EFSEC is required to give

17   the public an opportunity to comment before the Council

18   takes a final action on any measures that the OPMA

19   defines as final actions.

20       So this is a collective positive or negative

21   decision or an actual vote by a majority of members of a

22   government body when sitting as a body or entity upon a

23   motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance.

24       And so as this Council knows and as we talked about

25   in the context of holding public comment periods, the
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 1   nature of our work is such that the Council has a wide

 2   range of issues that you are making decisions on or

 3   taking final action, and it includes finalizing and

 4   producing documents that capture these decisions,

 5   recommendations to the Governor, including the draft site

 6   certification agreement, various Council orders, other

 7   decisions related to land use decision and our

 8   adjudicative process, and the issuance of air and water

 9   permits, which are required for our facility operations.

10       So we have identified a number of things that we

11   needed to improve.  The one being, you know, the

12   consistency in conducting public comments under the OPMA

13   on documents like the ones I just mentioned, so having

14   consistency there.  The outreach that's involved where we

15   are communicating to the public and others about the

16   public comment period that we are going to hold, and what

17   that's about, being clear about that and giving notice

18   early, as early as possible so that people know that that

19   public comment opportunity is coming.

20       And then, of course, being clear about what the

21   decision is about, what the documents are that are

22   related to that public comment.  One of the things that

23   we also had identified and Council Member Nelson and

24   Council Member Brewster both mentioned this earlier is

25   that we also have instances where there's not very much
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 1   time after the comment period is concluded to review

 2   comments and figure out how to respond to them.  And so I

 3   will tell you right now before I get into some of these

 4   changes -- a few of the changes we have made so far that

 5   we are still talking about that.  We are still trying to

 6   set what we think should be sort of the minimum, but I

 7   think we are looking at something like a week, where we

 8   want to give ourselves a full week to give time to review

 9   comments, digest those, and consult with legal counsel

10   and others about what we need to do, so we are still

11   working on that.  So stay tuned on that one.

12       But a couple things I did want to share in this

13   update is the first thing we did was we committed to

14   ensuring that documents that are going to be considered

15   by the Council for a final vote are published with a

16   minimum 14-day public comment period, unless we determine

17   that there's some unique reason that it should be shorter

18   or longer in duration.

19       There are also may be cases where there's a public

20   comment period that's already mandated by regulation, and

21   so, of course, in those instances that is what we would

22   follow, but for public comment under the OPMA we are

23   going to commit to a 14-day public comment period.  And

24   as I mentioned a while ago, I think that we are going to

25   be looking at giving ourselves about a week minimum to
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 1   look at comments and have that turnaround time.

 2       A couple of the other updates I have have to do with

 3   our website.  We launched a new website earlier this

 4   year, and with the launch of that website we have already

 5   made some changes to it where we are prominently

 6   displaying upcoming items that are coming before the

 7   Council.  Those changes have already been made on the

 8   website, but there are a number of others.

 9       We are also working out -- still working out

10   glitches, but we have been able to use the features of

11   our new website to link the public comment campaigns to

12   the actual associated documents, so that's helping with

13   the navigation and finding the documents that are

14   associated with those public comment periods.  With our

15   prior website, the functionality was a little bit

16   different, and with the new design we have got better

17   capabilities there.

18       We are also working on a few other things related to

19   this, which have to do with the wording on the website,

20   but also the wording in our public notifications.  So,

21   for instance, when we send notifications out about

22   Council activities and actions, public comment periods

23   through GovDelivery, we are working to sort of plain talk

24   and more succinctly explain what we are doing as part of

25   that notification.  So that is going -- that's an update
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 1   to our Council notifications.  It's going to transfer

 2   over to also the website, making sure that we are being

 3   succinct and really kind of getting to the point, if you

 4   will, about here's what's going on.  Here's what we have

 5   got in front of us.  Here's the document you need to look

 6   at, and here is how you can comment.

 7       One of the other things that is also related that is

 8   still in the works, I think we will need a little more

 9   time to work out the details, but we are also working to

10   develop a multi month public calendar that will post on

11   our website.  The idea here is that we have got -- we

12   have got a calendar up there that people can access that

13   will tell them what's going on at the upcoming Council

14   meeting, but also what we are anticipating, sort of a

15   tentative schedule for what's coming to the Council the

16   following meeting.  And we are internally discussing how

17   far out we want to forecast and provide a useful

18   forecast.  Because, of course, if we try to forecast out

19   too far it just becomes very tentative and it's not very

20   useful.  We don't want that.  So we are looking at

21   focusing right now on the current upcoming meeting,

22   what's coming up, and then the following meeting, and

23   then just noting that this is our tentative agenda, so we

24   are working on this calendar.

25       And, as I said, you know, we are going to be
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 1   communicating this information on our website, so a

 2   minimum 14-day comment period that we are making a

 3   commitment to do that, and then also we need to add the

 4   turnaround time.

 5       One last comment I will make, I don't know if

 6   there's any questions, but I think that one of the things

 7   that's going to be really great about these changes that

 8   we are making, it's not just for consistency and clarity,

 9   and I think that's going to help with engagement with the

10   public, but I think it's going to help inform the project

11   schedules.

12       We talked a long time here at EFSEC about sharing

13   major milestones for projects that we have before us.

14   There's a lot of steps to our process.  We would -- we

15   have, for a long time, wanted to be able to share project

16   schedules and share those milestones so people can plan

17   and prepare to engage the Council members, all of us.

18   It's difficult when you don't have all of those standard

19   timelines in place.  So I think by creating these side

20   boards around this process we are going to have the

21   ability to provide more information about key milestones

22   for the projects that are before us.  That concludes my

23   update on public comments.

24                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  That's a

25   very good update.  I expect that will be reflected
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 1   potentially in a couple comments here.  Let me just make

 2   a brief one and then I will turn to other Council members

 3   for their comments and questions.

 4       I want to thank you, Director Bumpus, as well as all

 5   the Staff for ultimately supporting, you know, the

 6   internal changes that I don't think are new to EFSEC, but

 7   certainly there's been focus on that, and certainly one

 8   that I have advocated for and appreciate, you know, here

 9   it is on full display, including the new website.  That

10   certainly -- I think we all appreciate it.  And I want to

11   recognize it started long before I became the new Chair,

12   and so celebrate that earlier work as well as the more

13   recent and ongoing work.

14       I just want to acknowledge that while it's always

15   been a part of your work, I think it's a further focus in

16   taking that on, and all the challenges that come with

17   projects that have long been in EFSEC's file, if you

18   will, like Horse Heaven.  Obviously, there's a new

19   application on a small modular reactor, and that's not a

20   small issue on any day, if not generationally for all of

21   us in Washington, no matter where that lands in terms of

22   decisions.  Just the process alone on that project is

23   significant.  And I think the project we just heard on

24   transmission being considered around the Columbia River,

25   you know, again, just that alone is a significant impact
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 1   to the agency.  I just want to recognize that, as well as

 2   Council members who have -- feel that impact too, but

 3   obviously the Staff, as well as our outside partners and

 4   sometimes contractors get swept into that, and so I just

 5   want to acknowledge that work and encourage whatever we

 6   can do to continue it.

 7       Ultimately, 14-day comment periods, which I'm

 8   committed to, and review periods, they don't make time

 9   certain outcomes easier.  And for those that want to know

10   that EFSEC has statutory mandates, and I don't think we

11   have quite achieved that year turnaround on our projects,

12   which I don't know if that was a realistic objective with

13   respect to the legislature back in 1970, but nonetheless,

14   I think there's a theme there that we should maintain,

15   but how to balance that and all the complexities of these

16   individual projects is hard work, and so thanks for

17   letting me share that.  I will turn it to my fellow

18   Council members who has a question or comment.  Maybe I

19   made enough for all of you.  It looks that way.

20       Okay.  So with that, let's move on to the update on

21   the delegation of authority and Ami Hafkemeyer will

22   provide that update.

23                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you.  I had a

24   brief update for you on the delegation of authority

25   Policy 16-01 that was approved by the Council on June
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 1   25th of this year.  On August 15th, the Yakama Nation

 2   filed a petition for judicial review with the Yakama

 3   County Superior Court.  Friends of the Columbia Gorge and

 4   Tri-Cities CARES, also filed a petition with the Clark

 5   County Superior Court.  Staff will be recommending

 6   additional clarifying language be added to the policy to

 7   make more transparent EFSEC's practices around

 8   pre-construction and preoperational plan reviews.  Staff

 9   plan to prepare these edits and post the track changes

10   version of the policy on October 27th, for a two-week

11   public comment period ahead of the November 19th Council

12   meeting.  Are there any questions?

13                     CHAIR BECKETT:  I would just say thank

14   you for leading out as to what was described on the prior

15   item, as well as those dates were provided here today on

16   is 15th of October and so appreciate that.

17       Other comments or questions on the delegation of

18   authority by the Council?  Seeing and hearing none, we

19   will move on to rules discussion and CR-101 action by the

20   Council, which I trust Lisa McLean will further explain

21   that term.

22                     MS. MCLEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.

23   For the record, Lisa McLean, Legislative and Policy

24   Manager and Tribal liaison for EFSEC.  I wanted to

25   provide you all and the public with an update about our

0067

 1   upcoming plans on rulemaking.

 2       As background, last year -- in May, we completed a

 3   yearlong housekeeping rulemaking process.  That

 4   initiative involved a thorough review of all chapters of

 5   Title 463 WAC.  That's the section of the Washington

 6   Administrative Code that relates to our rules.  The

 7   changes that were introduced at that time were aimed at

 8   aligning EFSEC's rules with its statute as it was amended

 9   in 2022, as well as aligning it to other important

10   statutes, such as the Public Records Act, the

11   Environmental Health Law Reorganization Act, an other

12   laws that had changed in the last 20 years since we had

13   done such a major overhaul.

14       With that update down, we are done.  We are now

15   digging down into the rules to ensure that all of the

16   rules have the appropriate level of, and accurate

17   guidance as to formal and informal procedures that EFSEC

18   uses to implement its statute.  We have identified a few

19   chapters that we believe could benefit amendment in order

20   to clarify the procedures and practices of the Council.

21       And those chapters include Chapter 463-30 WAC, which

22   is about the adjudicative proceedings.  We are looking to

23   clarify expectations about that process, to clarify -- to

24   bring it up to date with the current technology, and to

25   make it clear how the proceedings are rolled up into a
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 1   complete record of decisionmaking that becomes the part

 2   of recommendations to the Governor.  So those are some of

 3   the changes that we are going to seek to pursue with

 4   amending that WAC.

 5       The second WAC that we are looking to amend is

 6   Chapter 463-60 on application.  We would like to see if

 7   we can provide guidance on the value and the process of

 8   pre-application.

 9       And then the third one is Chapter 463-72, which is

10   about site restoration and preservation.  We feel the

11   need to clarify important details on the financial

12   assurance process.

13       So we plan to initiate rulemaking by filing -- by

14   submitting this month a pre-notice inquiry, which is

15   commonly referred to as a CR-101.  The filing of that

16   form with the Code Reviser's Office and its publication

17   in the Washington Register will begin a process of public

18   and tribal engagement to develop and adopt amended

19   language.  We suspect this process to take anywhere from

20   sixth months to one year.  Are there any questions?

21                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

22   update.  And, again, I think a lot of the theme here

23   today on those evolutions that have, in some cases, been

24   underway for a long time and some more recent.  I

25   appreciate that update.
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 1       Are there other questions or comments from the

 2   Council for Lisa Mclean?  Okay.  Well, obviously, more of

 3   a heads up of things to come.  For some I know there's

 4   been more focus perhaps that any party might expect on

 5   some of those matters, and so certainly we welcome that

 6   proactive engagement before we get into the specific

 7   work.

 8       If there are other outside parties that have

 9   questions in the interim or want to make contact with us,

10   we certainly welcome and encourage early questions or

11   thoughts about those matters that Lisa just described.

12       Director Bumpus, I don't think there are other

13   items.  Let me check with you in case anything pops up.

14                     DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  I don't have

15   anything.  Thank you.  I actually hope I'm done.

16                     CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.  Are there

17   other closing comments from Council, and I see Councilman

18   Pamplin has his hand up.

19                     COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thanks, Mr.

20   Chair.  And just as we are wrapping up, I just wanted to

21   see if there was opportunity here to request some time,

22   and I look to you and Director Bumpus, perhaps at the

23   November or December Council meeting where we schedule

24   some time under the kind of the other business section of

25   our agenda to discuss some of our other processes.  A
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 1   couple of the areas that I would like to flag and I

 2   realize that we are late on time now, but just the kind

 3   of categories of process ideas that I would like to

 4   deliberate with the Council, one is whether it is

 5   required to ask project proponents to attend the EFSEC

 6   monthly meetings to provide updates when there are no

 7   nonroutine issues to report.  I would like to understand

 8   if there's another to receive those updates where we

 9   don't ask about a dozen people to call in unless there's

10   some sort of a regulatory requirement that I'm not aware

11   of for the project proponents to give those updates.

12       Second, is to consider occasionally inviting

13   presentations from other agencies, such as an update on

14   programmatic EISs being pursued by Ecology or perhaps our

15   regional energy demand forecast and an update relevant to

16   our status as a state in meeting our state's clean energy

17   goals, or even the Department of Fish and Wildlife's new

18   wind and solar energy guidelines.

19       I think this would be pretty minimal work on EFSEC

20   Staff, as we are asking others to come in and brief us

21   with short presentations, if that information is germane

22   to the work that we do at EFSEC and provides context for

23   a number of decisions we make on the Council.

24       I would also recommend that we schedule those when

25   you have the new year at a glance where we don't lengthy
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 1   Council agenda items that we are spending time on

 2   deliberations, but we had those on meetings where it's

 3   not quite as busy.

 4       And then finally, another process idea I would like

 5   to discuss with the Council is sometimes when we make

 6   motion language or make motions, I should say, it's

 7   important that we use very precise language with specific

 8   times or specific legal actions.  It would be helpful to

 9   have that draft motion language as a member of the

10   Council.  I don't know if there's a way that we could

11   include that, for instance, on the summary sheet for the

12   project, which also signals to the public are monitoring

13   EFSEC's deliberations on what the Council's Staff

14   recommendation is, and then as needed we can edit that

15   motion language on the fly.  It's helpful, I find, for

16   other intergovernmental forms to have that language in

17   advance of the meeting.

18       So I offer those as just future ideas for a future

19   discussion, hopefully later this fall, of some other

20   process improvements that I hope to work with you all on,

21   and I'm happy to work with the Director, or you, Mr.

22   Chairman, to flesh those ideas out for further

23   discussion.  Thank you.

24                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Councilman

25   Pamplin.  I think those are welcome suggestions.

0072

 1   Obviously, the execution of them is always part of the

 2   detail on top of some of the other demands we have

 3   discussed here today, but I think they are important

 4   opportunities, and some of which, I know, have been

 5   discussed in perhaps years past, in terms of like the

 6   regular cadence of the meeting.  I am mindful of people's

 7   time and resource, you know, for that kind of routine.  I

 8   think more to come on all of those and I really

 9   appreciate you putting those forward more formally here

10   in an appropriate shared environment, including with out

11   two new Council members as well here today.

12       Were there other comments or questions from the

13   Council?  Okay.  Well, soon we will gavel this out, and

14   Councilman Ryan and Councilman Nelson, you can chalk up

15   your first EFSEC Council meetings, so congratulations.

16   And with that, at 3:13 we are adjourned.

17

18                (Proceedings concluded at 3:13 p.m.)
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 1   STATE OF WASHINGTON )    I, Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR,

                         ) ss a certified court reporter

 2   County of Pierce    )    in the State of Washington, do

                              hereby certify:

 3

 4

          That the foregoing Monthly Meeting of the Washington

 5   State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was

     conducted in my presence and adjourned on October 15,

 6   2025, and thereafter was transcribed under my direction;

     that the transcript is a full, true and complete

 7   transcript of the said meeting, transcribed to the best

     of my ability;

 8

          That I am not a relative, employee, attorney, or

 9   counsel of any party to this matter or relative or

     employee of any such attorney or counsel, and that I am

10   not financially interested in the said matter or the

     outcome thereof;

11

          IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my signature

12   on October 29, 2025.

13

14
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16                            ________________________________

                              /s/Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR

17                            Certified Court Reporter No. 1932

                              (Certification expires 05/06/26.)
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		351						LN		12		20		false		           20      be here representing Commissioner Updegrove.  And in				false

		352						LN		12		21		false		           21      January, when he took office, he outlined his core values				false

		353						LN		12		22		false		           22      in leading the agency.  There are four of them, respect,				false

		354						LN		12		23		false		           23      professionalism, integrity, and joy.  Those four values				false

		355						LN		12		24		false		           24      inform decisionmaking throughout our agency, and what I				false

		356						LN		12		25		false		           25      hope to embody through my participation with you here.				false

		357						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		358						LN		13		1		false		            1          In addition to that, there are two other primary				false

		359						LN		13		2		false		            2      things I want to say as part of my introduction.  One is				false

		360						LN		13		3		false		            3      procedural, and the other one is just kind of a personal				false

		361						LN		13		4		false		            4      observation.  And to tackle the procedural item first, I				false

		362						LN		13		5		false		            5      want to be transparent with my new colleagues in this				false

		363						LN		13		6		false		            6      body in disclosing that in my employment history, I				false

		364						LN		13		7		false		            7      previously worked at a local consulting firm in Seattle				false

		365						LN		13		8		false		            8      for approximately a year and a half where I carried the				false

		366						LN		13		9		false		            9      title of Manager of Public Affairs.  In this role, I				false

		367						LN		13		10		false		           10      provided administrative and project management support to				false

		368						LN		13		11		false		           11      various energy-related projects until I departed the firm				false

		369						LN		13		12		false		           12      in March of 2023.				false

		370						LN		13		13		false		           13          Some of the consulting work included projects that				false

		371						LN		13		14		false		           14      selected the EFSEC committee pathway, including the				false

		372						LN		13		15		false		           15      Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage project.  In addition,				false

		373						LN		13		16		false		           16      although I was not personally involved in Hop Hill Solar				false

		374						LN		13		17		false		           17      and Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center project, those				false

		375						LN		13		18		false		           18      projects were clients of the firm I was at while I was an				false

		376						LN		13		19		false		           19      employee.				false

		377						LN		13		20		false		           20          I do not want my prior association with these				false

		378						LN		13		21		false		           21      projects to affect fairness, integrity, and transparency				false

		379						LN		13		22		false		           22      of the Council's work, so therefore I will be recusing				false

		380						LN		13		23		false		           23      myself from participating in any decisionmaking related				false

		381						LN		13		24		false		           24      to the Council's recommendation to the Governor on the				false

		382						LN		13		25		false		           25      Goldeneye Battery Storage or Hop Hill Solar projects.				false

		383						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		384						LN		14		1		false		            1          I will also recuse myself from Council				false

		385						LN		14		2		false		            2      decisionmaking relate to mitigation measures and				false

		386						LN		14		3		false		            3      remaining project design, construction, micro siting for				false

		387						LN		14		4		false		            4      Horse Heaven.  This means that I will not actively				false

		388						LN		14		5		false		            5      participate in the adjudicative hearings or Council				false

		389						LN		14		6		false		            6      development of adjudicative orders on these project				false

		390						LN		14		7		false		            7      matters.				false

		391						LN		14		8		false		            8          Recusal is both the standard and an essential step				false

		392						LN		14		9		false		            9      to support public confidence in the Council's proceedings				false

		393						LN		14		10		false		           10      and to uphold the highest ethical standards.  My decision				false

		394						LN		14		11		false		           11      is rooted in a commitment to ensuring that all projects				false

		395						LN		14		12		false		           12      are reviewed objectively, free from any perceived				false

		396						LN		14		13		false		           13      prejudgment or bias.				false

		397						LN		14		14		false		           14          And let me assure you, while I will not be involved				false

		398						LN		14		15		false		           15      in the decisionmaking for those specific projects, I				false

		399						LN		14		16		false		           16      remain fully committed to supporting the Council's broad				false

		400						LN		14		17		false		           17      mission of ensuring responsible and thorough evaluation				false

		401						LN		14		18		false		           18      of energy facility proposals, and full consideration of				false

		402						LN		14		19		false		           19      all constituencies' perspectives.				false

		403						LN		14		20		false		           20          And then on a personal note, I want to also thank my				false

		404						LN		14		21		false		           21      fellow Council members for their understanding in				false

		405						LN		14		22		false		           22      supporting those measures.  And I'm particularly excited				false

		406						LN		14		23		false		           23      to be joining the Council, as an indigenous person in				false

		407						LN		14		24		false		           24      this moment in time, when our clean energy goals as a				false

		408						LN		14		25		false		           25      state and our obligations to safeguarding the treaty and				false

		409						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		410						LN		15		1		false		            1      reserve rights and resources of tribal nations feel				false

		411						LN		15		2		false		            2      increasingly set at odds with one another.				false

		412						LN		15		3		false		            3          As has been widely spoken about, the scale of our				false

		413						LN		15		4		false		            4      energy future depends -- demands that we find pathways				false

		414						LN		15		5		false		            5      forward together.  Last year, I spoke with an elder who				false

		415						LN		15		6		false		            6      has experience in the energy field, and he told me in				false

		416						LN		15		7		false		            7      order to meet our clean energy goals as a state and as a				false

		417						LN		15		8		false		            8      nation, we will have to mine more copper in the next ten				false

		418						LN		15		9		false		            9      years than we have in the entirety of recorded history.				false

		419						LN		15		10		false		           10      That same elder would go on to remind those in				false

		420						LN		15		11		false		           11      conversation with him that our presence as indigenous				false

		421						LN		15		12		false		           12      people on these lands predates recorded history.  I think				false

		422						LN		15		13		false		           13      these two truths have to find a way to live in harmony				false

		423						LN		15		14		false		           14      with one another in this transition.				false

		424						LN		15		15		false		           15          I'm a person who believes the tribal nations are the				false

		425						LN		15		16		false		           16      front lines of our clean energy future, not just in our				false

		426						LN		15		17		false		           17      state but across the West.  I look forward to finding				false

		427						LN		15		18		false		           18      ways in this role to ensure that the State of Washington				false

		428						LN		15		19		false		           19      is able to find mutually agreeable ways to advance our				false

		429						LN		15		20		false		           20      goals for the future.  In closing (speaking in Cowlitz),				false

		430						LN		15		21		false		           21      thank you in Cowlitz.  I'm eager to serve and excited for				false

		431						LN		15		22		false		           22      the opportunity.				false

		432						LN		15		23		false		           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Councilman				false

		433						LN		15		24		false		           24      Ryan.  And to both our new Council members, again, a				false

		434						LN		15		25		false		           25      hearty welcome.  And as you can see from the busy agenda				false
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		436						LN		16		1		false		            1      today, which I think is probably a trend line and not				false

		437						LN		16		2		false		            2      inherently a new one, but certainly one that's going to				false

		438						LN		16		3		false		            3      be around.  So with that we will move on to our project				false

		439						LN		16		4		false		            4      updates.  And with that, Kittitas Valley Wind, Jarred				false

		440						LN		16		5		false		            5      Caseday.  Make your presentation.				false

		441						LN		16		6		false		            6                        MR. CASEDAY:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		442						LN		16		7		false		            7      Beckett and EFSEC Council and Staff, and welcome to the				false

		443						LN		16		8		false		            8      new members.  This is Jarred Caseday with EDP Renewables,				false

		444						LN		16		9		false		            9      with the Kittitas Valley Wind Power project, and we have				false

		445						LN		16		10		false		           10      nothing nonroutine to report for the period.				false

		446						LN		16		11		false		           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on				false

		447						LN		16		12		false		           12      to Wild Horse Wind project, Sara Randolph of EFSEC Staff.				false

		448						LN		16		13		false		           13                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon.  Thank				false

		449						LN		16		14		false		           14      you, Chair Beckett, Council members and Staff.  This is				false

		450						LN		16		15		false		           15      Sara Randolph, site specialist for Wild Horse.  This				false

		451						LN		16		16		false		           16      facility update is provided in your packet.  Ms.				false

		452						LN		16		17		false		           17      Galbraith reported at the July Council meeting that there				false

		453						LN		16		18		false		           18      is a large tear in one of the base towers.  And she will				false

		454						LN		16		19		false		           19      keep us posted as to when they plan on bringing down the				false

		455						LN		16		20		false		           20      turbine.  There are no nonroutine updates to report.				false

		456						LN		16		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.				false

		457						LN		16		22		false		           22      Moving on to the Chehalis Generation Facility, Jeremy				false

		458						LN		16		23		false		           23      Smith.				false

		459						LN		16		24		false		           24                        MR. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		460						LN		16		25		false		           25      Beckett, Council members and EFSEC Staff.  This is Jeremy				false

		461						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		462						LN		17		1		false		            1      Smith, the operations manager representing the Chehalis				false

		463						LN		17		2		false		            2      Generation Facility.  I have nothing nonroutine to report				false

		464						LN		17		3		false		            3      for this reporting period.				false

		465						LN		17		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.				false

		466						LN		17		5		false		            5      Moving on to Grays Harbor Energy Center, Eric Pace.				false

		467						LN		17		6		false		            6                        MR. PACE:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		468						LN		17		7		false		            7      Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, I'm the plant engineer				false

		469						LN		17		8		false		            8      for the facility, and Grays Harbor Energy does not have				false

		470						LN		17		9		false		            9      anything nonroutine to report for the period.				false

		471						LN		17		10		false		           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Moving on				false

		472						LN		17		11		false		           11      to Columbia Solar, Katy Esper.				false

		473						LN		17		12		false		           12                        MS. ESPER:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		474						LN		17		13		false		           13      Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, this is Katy Esper for				false

		475						LN		17		14		false		           14      Columbia Solar reporting that we have no nonroutine				false

		476						LN		17		15		false		           15      updates.				false

		477						LN		17		16		false		           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on				false

		478						LN		17		17		false		           17      to Columbia Generating Station and WNP 1/4, Kelly				false

		479						LN		17		18		false		           18      Elsethagen.				false

		480						LN		17		19		false		           19                        MS. ELSETHAGEN:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		481						LN		17		20		false		           20      Beckett, EFSEC Council members and Staff, this is Kelly				false

		482						LN		17		21		false		           21      Elsethagen with Energy Northwest Columbia Generating				false

		483						LN		17		22		false		           22      Station and WNP 1/4, there are no nonroutine updates to				false

		484						LN		17		23		false		           23      report for the reporting period.				false

		485						LN		17		24		false		           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you.				false

		486						LN		17		25		false		           25      Moving on to Goose Prairie Solar, Nelson Jia.				false

		487						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		488						LN		18		1		false		            1                        MR. JIA:  Good afternoon, Nelson here.				false

		489						LN		18		2		false		            2      No major updates to report for the previous month.				false

		490						LN		18		3		false		            3      Nothing to report from an environmental or safety				false

		491						LN		18		4		false		            4      perspective either.  Thank you.				false

		492						LN		18		5		false		            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:   Thank you.  Moving on				false

		493						LN		18		6		false		            6      to Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz.				false

		494						LN		18		7		false		            7                        MR. VOLTZ:  Hi, Chair Beckett and				false

		495						LN		18		8		false		            8      EFSEC Council members and Staff, this is Jon Voltz with				false

		496						LN		18		9		false		            9      Cypress Creek Renewables representing Ostrea Solar				false

		497						LN		18		10		false		           10      facility.  Construction updates are as follows.  Pile and				false

		498						LN		18		11		false		           11      racking installation is fully complete for the project.				false

		499						LN		18		12		false		           12      Modular installation is ongoing, as well as wiring and				false

		500						LN		18		13		false		           13      cable installations.  We've achieved mechanical				false

		501						LN		18		14		false		           14      completion for the first circuit.  Substation major				false

		502						LN		18		15		false		           15      equipment has been fully delivered and installation is				false

		503						LN		18		16		false		           16      underway.  We are well on track to achieve full				false

		504						LN		18		17		false		           17      mechanical completion by the end of the year as				false

		505						LN		18		18		false		           18      scheduled.				false

		506						LN		18		19		false		           19          There was one incident, an environmental incident				false

		507						LN		18		20		false		           20      that occurred September 12th.  A cement truck entered the				false

		508						LN		18		21		false		           21      project site with a hydraulic leak -- a leak in the				false

		509						LN		18		22		false		           22      hydraulic hose.  The leak occurred from the entrance all				false

		510						LN		18		23		false		           23      the way to the substation area, probably about 150 yards.				false

		511						LN		18		24		false		           24      We estimate less than two gallons were spilled.  The				false

		512						LN		18		25		false		           25      spill was identified immediately.  Oil catch cans were				false

		513						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		514						LN		19		1		false		            1      placed under the truck to catch the oils.  The				false

		515						LN		19		2		false		            2      contaminated gravel was removed.  Mechanics were				false

		516						LN		19		3		false		            3      mobilized to the site to fix the leak.  And the -- once				false

		517						LN		19		4		false		            4      it was -- once the truck was moved out of the way the				false

		518						LN		19		5		false		            5      remaining contaminated gravel was removed from the site.				false

		519						LN		19		6		false		            6      So it was reported, but fully resolved.  That is the only				false

		520						LN		19		7		false		            7      incident to report for the period.				false

		521						LN		19		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.				false

		522						LN		19		9		false		            9      Moving on to Carriger Solar, and we will start with				false

		523						LN		19		10		false		           10      project update from Joanne Snarski.				false

		524						LN		19		11		false		           11                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you Chair Beckett				false

		525						LN		19		12		false		           12      and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne				false

		526						LN		19		13		false		           13      Snarski, the siting specialist for the proposed Carriger				false

		527						LN		19		14		false		           14      Solar facility in Klickitat County.				false

		528						LN		19		15		false		           15          On June 5th, the Council voted to approve sending a				false

		529						LN		19		16		false		           16      recommendation to the Governor for the Carriage Solar				false

		530						LN		19		17		false		           17      facility, along with a draft site certification				false

		531						LN		19		18		false		           18      agreement.				false

		532						LN		19		19		false		           19          On August 22nd, Governor Ferguson responded with a				false

		533						LN		19		20		false		           20      letter to Chair Beckett directing the Council to do				false

		534						LN		19		21		false		           21      further outreach with the Yakama Nation regarding certain				false

		535						LN		19		22		false		           22      aspects of the draft site certification agreement.				false

		536						LN		19		23		false		           23          In response to this request, Chair Beckett sent a				false

		537						LN		19		24		false		           24      letter to Chairman Gerald Lewis, of the Yakama Nation				false

		538						LN		19		25		false		           25      Tribal Council.  Chair Beckett's letter directed the				false

		539						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		540						LN		20		1		false		            1      Tribe's attention to two primary issues as requested by				false

		541						LN		20		2		false		            2      the Governor.				false

		542						LN		20		3		false		            3          One, allow Yakama Nation the opportunity to review				false

		543						LN		20		4		false		            4      and provide input on the June 19th, 2025 memorandum from				false

		544						LN		20		5		false		            5      the EFSEC Chair to the Council membership describing the				false

		545						LN		20		6		false		            6      Chair and the Staff's June 4th, 2025 meeting with the				false

		546						LN		20		7		false		            7      Tribe.				false

		547						LN		20		8		false		            8          Give the Yakama Nation an opportunity to provide				false

		548						LN		20		9		false		            9      further input on five mitigation measures prescribed by				false

		549						LN		20		10		false		           10      EFSEC in the mitigation determination of nonsignificance,				false

		550						LN		20		11		false		           11      or MDNS, that are designed to minimize impacts to visual				false

		551						LN		20		12		false		           12      aesthetics, including traditional and cultural				false

		552						LN		20		13		false		           13      properties, also known on TCPs.				false

		553						LN		20		14		false		           14          On September 26, 2025, EFSEC received a response				false

		554						LN		20		15		false		           15      from the Yakama Nation.  For the purpose of this update,				false

		555						LN		20		16		false		           16      I will highlight the primary issues brought forward in				false

		556						LN		20		17		false		           17      this letter.  With regards to the June 19th, 2025 memo,				false

		557						LN		20		18		false		           18      the Tribe asserted that the memo does not convey the				false

		558						LN		20		19		false		           19      depth of the Yakama Nation's concerns with the Carriger				false

		559						LN		20		20		false		           20      project.  They stated that unless they can speak directly				false

		560						LN		20		21		false		           21      to the Council members through an adjudicative process,				false

		561						LN		20		22		false		           22      our interpretation of those concerns will be flawed and				false

		562						LN		20		23		false		           23      inaccurate.				false

		563						LN		20		24		false		           24          They also stated that the memo does not sufficiently				false

		564						LN		20		25		false		           25      reflect the Yakama Nation's determination that the				false

		565						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		566						LN		21		1		false		            1      Carriger project by itself, meaning not including future				false

		567						LN		21		2		false		            2      solar developments, will result in significant impacts to				false

		568						LN		21		3		false		            3      TCPs.  Following, they argued that EFSEC's practice of				false

		569						LN		21		4		false		            4      not requiring the project proponent to secure a water				false

		570						LN		21		5		false		            5      supply for the project until just before construction				false

		571						LN		21		6		false		            6      fails to meet EFSEC's legal obligation to evaluate the				false

		572						LN		21		7		false		            7      project's water sources prior to drafting the site				false

		573						LN		21		8		false		            8      certification agreement.				false

		574						LN		21		9		false		            9          Following their review of the mitigation measures				false

		575						LN		21		10		false		           10      highlighted by the Governor's letter, they identified two				false

		576						LN		21		11		false		           11      primary concerns along with two proposals for resolution.				false

		577						LN		21		12		false		           12      The Yakama Nation asserts that the EFSEC imposed setbacks				false

		578						LN		21		13		false		           13      along the roads and adjacent to the Department of Natural				false

		579						LN		21		14		false		           14      Resources managed lands, are insufficient to minimize				false

		580						LN		21		15		false		           15      impacts to TCPs.  They note the use of natural screening				false

		581						LN		21		16		false		           16      tools are also insufficient to minimize impacts to TCPs,				false

		582						LN		21		17		false		           17      due to the area topography.				false

		583						LN		21		18		false		           18          To resolve these concerns, they suggest the Council				false

		584						LN		21		19		false		           19      deny approval for all solar panels in the northern				false

		585						LN		21		20		false		           20      portion of the project area, and require conservation				false

		586						LN		21		21		false		           21      leases on those parcels.  If this cannot be accomplished,				false

		587						LN		21		22		false		           22      they recommend that we withdraw the mitigated				false

		588						LN		21		23		false		           23      determination of nonsignificance and draft recommendation				false

		589						LN		21		24		false		           24      to the Governor, and initiate a full environmental				false

		590						LN		21		25		false		           25      analysis.  I believe this to mean a completion of an				false

		591						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		592						LN		22		1		false		            1      environmental impact statement, and an adjudication				false

		593						LN		22		2		false		            2      process.				false

		594						LN		22		3		false		            3          Following review of the letter from the Governor and				false

		595						LN		22		4		false		            4      the response received from the Yakama Nation, EFSEC Staff				false

		596						LN		22		5		false		            5      developed a draft resolution 360, and a revised draft of				false

		597						LN		22		6		false		            6      the site certification agreement.  These documents were				false

		598						LN		22		7		false		            7      posted for public review and comment on October 6th, and				false

		599						LN		22		8		false		            8      it will go through October 19th.  That document provides				false

		600						LN		22		9		false		            9      a formal response with the details and citations that				false

		601						LN		22		10		false		           10      address the Tribe's concerns.  I will provide a brief				false

		602						LN		22		11		false		           11      overview of our main draft responses here.				false

		603						LN		22		12		false		           12          In that document, we identify EFSEC is not required				false

		604						LN		22		13		false		           13      to hold an adjudicative hearing for a project once				false

		605						LN		22		14		false		           14      expedited processing of the project application has been				false

		606						LN		22		15		false		           15      granted.  Carriger Solar was granted expedited processing				false

		607						LN		22		16		false		           16      on May 5th, 2025.  Additionally, EFSEC has fully				false

		608						LN		22		17		false		           17      considered the Carriger project's impacts on TCPs on its				false

		609						LN		22		18		false		           18      own and cumulatively with possible future solar				false

		610						LN		22		19		false		           19      development in the area.  This information is captured in				false

		611						LN		22		20		false		           20      the State Environmental Policy Act documentation for the				false

		612						LN		22		21		false		           21      project, including the mitigated determination of				false

		613						LN		22		22		false		           22      nonsignificance and the attached Staff memo.				false

		614						LN		22		23		false		           23          Although the Yakama Nation did not cite a specific				false

		615						LN		22		24		false		           24      rule or regulation that it contends EFSEC was violating				false

		616						LN		22		25		false		           25      by not requiring a water source be identified until just				false

		617						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		618						LN		23		1		false		            1      before the construction, EFSEC has completed a full				false

		619						LN		23		2		false		            2      environmental analysis of the project's anticipated				false

		620						LN		23		3		false		            3      impact to water resources.  Again, this information can				false

		621						LN		23		4		false		            4      be found in the mitigated determination of				false

		622						LN		23		5		false		            5      nonsignificance and the associated Staff memo.				false

		623						LN		23		6		false		            6          We agree with the Yakama Nation that the Carriger				false

		624						LN		23		7		false		            7      project, as initially proposed, would have resulted in				false

		625						LN		23		8		false		            8      significant adverse impacts to TCPs without mitigation.				false

		626						LN		23		9		false		            9      EFSEC maintains that the mitigation that has been				false

		627						LN		23		10		false		           10      proposed in the MDNS and the subsequent two revisions,				false

		628						LN		23		11		false		           11      reduce adverse impacts to TCPs to a level below				false

		629						LN		23		12		false		           12      significant.  Staff are not recommending that the Council				false

		630						LN		23		13		false		           13      further mitigate by excluding the northern portions of				false

		631						LN		23		14		false		           14      project from development and requiring conservation				false

		632						LN		23		15		false		           15      easements.				false

		633						LN		23		16		false		           16          Resolution 360 also outlines our draft responses to				false

		634						LN		23		17		false		           17      the Yakama Nation's two options for resolution.  A				false

		635						LN		23		18		false		           18      revised draft of the site certification agreement has				false

		636						LN		23		19		false		           19      been prepared following review of the Governor's response				false

		637						LN		23		20		false		           20      letter making more explicit the commitment from the				false

		638						LN		23		21		false		           21      developer to provide the Yakama Nation with grant funding				false

		639						LN		23		22		false		           22      for continued TC P research in the area.				false

		640						LN		23		23		false		           23          Again, these documents have been provided to all				false

		641						LN		23		24		false		           24      Council members and are available on our website.  The				false

		642						LN		23		25		false		           25      public comment period will remain open until Sunday				false

		643						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		644						LN		24		1		false		            1      evening, October 19th.  Since EFSEC is working to				false

		645						LN		24		2		false		            2      complete all this work within a 60-day deadline the				false

		646						LN		24		3		false		            3      Governor requested, Staff are scheduling a special				false

		647						LN		24		4		false		            4      Council meeting on October 21st for the purpose of				false

		648						LN		24		5		false		            5      Council action.  That meeting is scheduled to begin at				false

		649						LN		24		6		false		            6      9:00 a.m. and will be both in person and virtual.  Notice				false

		650						LN		24		7		false		            7      for the meeting will be distributed in accordance with				false

		651						LN		24		8		false		            8      RCW 42.30.080, and that concludes my update.				false

		652						LN		24		9		false		            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Questions				false

		653						LN		24		10		false		           10      or comments to Council members for the Carriger Solar				false

		654						LN		24		11		false		           11      project?  I'm waiting to see if any hands get raised.				false

		655						LN		24		12		false		           12      Ms. Snarski or others on the Staff if need be, I'm noting				false

		656						LN		24		13		false		           13      we called it a public comment period here, including at				false

		657						LN		24		14		false		           14      my request probably on the agenda, I just want to make				false

		658						LN		24		15		false		           15      sure we reiterated the comment period is still open, but				false

		659						LN		24		16		false		           16      any further reiteration of that, Ms. Snarski, would be				false

		660						LN		24		17		false		           17      good for members of the public to hear.				false

		661						LN		24		18		false		           18                        MS. SNARSKI:  Sure.  It was posted on				false

		662						LN		24		19		false		           19      our website and it's available there.  The particular				false

		663						LN		24		20		false		           20      date the documents I'm speaking of, the draft resolution				false

		664						LN		24		21		false		           21      along with the draft site certification agreement, the				false

		665						LN		24		22		false		           22      revised site certification agreement, that was posted on				false

		666						LN		24		23		false		           23      October 6th, but, again, is open through this Sunday,				false

		667						LN		24		24		false		           24      October 19th.  I believe it goes to 11:59 p.m.				false

		668						LN		24		25		false		           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you				false

		669						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		670						LN		25		1		false		            1      for the updates.  Again, any other questions or comments?				false

		671						LN		25		2		false		            2      I don't see any.  Last call.  Okay.  We will move on then				false

		672						LN		25		3		false		            3      to Hop Hill Solar and Mr. Barnes, John Barnes for the				false

		673						LN		25		4		false		            4      EFSEC Staff.				false

		674						LN		25		5		false		            5                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett				false

		675						LN		25		6		false		            6      and Council members.  This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff				false

		676						LN		25		7		false		            7      for the Hop Hill application.  This application is				false

		677						LN		25		8		false		            8      expecting supplemental materials concerning project				false

		678						LN		25		9		false		            9      expansion.  These materials are needed for a SEPA review				false

		679						LN		25		10		false		           10      and determination.  We continue to coordinate and review				false

		680						LN		25		11		false		           11      the application with our contractor, contracted agencies,				false

		681						LN		25		12		false		           12      and tribal governments.  Are there any questions?				false

		682						LN		25		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  I do not				false

		683						LN		25		14		false		           14      have any at this time.  Any other Council members?  Okay.				false

		684						LN		25		15		false		           15      Hearing none, we will move on to Wallula Gap, again, Mr.				false

		685						LN		25		16		false		           16      Barnes.				false

		686						LN		25		17		false		           17                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett				false

		687						LN		25		18		false		           18      and Council members.  This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff				false

		688						LN		25		19		false		           19      for the Wallula Gap application.  Staff are working with				false

		689						LN		25		20		false		           20      the applicant to complete a supplemental wetlands report				false

		690						LN		25		21		false		           21      materials that are needed to support the SEPA review for				false

		691						LN		25		22		false		           22      this application.  We continue to coordinate the				false

		692						LN		25		23		false		           23      applicant -- continue to coordinate with the applicant				false

		693						LN		25		24		false		           24      and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource Program staff				false

		694						LN		25		25		false		           25      following receipt of the TCP study regarding identified				false

		695						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		696						LN		26		1		false		            1      impacts for the project and potential mitigation.  Are				false

		697						LN		26		2		false		            2      there any questions?				false

		698						LN		26		3		false		            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members for				false

		699						LN		26		4		false		            4      Wallula Gap?  Okay.  Seeing no questions we will move on				false

		700						LN		26		5		false		            5      to Goldeneye Battery Storage project, and will turn it				false

		701						LN		26		6		false		            6      back to Joanne Snarski.				false

		702						LN		26		7		false		            7                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair				false

		703						LN		26		8		false		            8      Beckett.  Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting				false

		704						LN		26		9		false		            9      specialist for the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy				false

		705						LN		26		10		false		           10      Storage Facility in Skagit County.  The applicant is				false

		706						LN		26		11		false		           11      currently working on a revised site plan for the facility				false

		707						LN		26		12		false		           12      to better accommodate comments from supporting agencies				false

		708						LN		26		13		false		           13      on water resources and on adjacent -- on and adjacent to				false

		709						LN		26		14		false		           14      the proposed location.  We anticipate that a joint				false

		710						LN		26		15		false		           15      meeting with those agencies and the applicant will occur				false

		711						LN		26		16		false		           16      following the submittal of that revised plan.  That's all				false

		712						LN		26		17		false		           17      I have for now.				false

		713						LN		26		18		false		           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Any				false

		714						LN		26		19		false		           19      questions, Council?  Okay.  We will then move on to the				false

		715						LN		26		20		false		           20      Transmission Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement				false

		716						LN		26		21		false		           21      and Sean Greene of our EFSEC Staff will provide us our				false

		717						LN		26		22		false		           22      updated.				false

		718						LN		26		23		false		           23                        MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		719						LN		26		24		false		           24      Beckett and Council members.  This is Sean Greene, SEPA				false

		720						LN		26		25		false		           25      specialist for EFSEC.  EFSEC Staff are happy to announce				false

		721						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		722						LN		27		1		false		            1      the publication of the Transmission Programmatic EIS that				false

		723						LN		27		2		false		            2      EFSEC was directed to prepare by Washington State Senate				false

		724						LN		27		3		false		            3      Bill 5165, subsequently codified into Revised Code of				false

		725						LN		27		4		false		            4      Washington, RCW 43.21C.405.  The final Programmatic EIS				false

		726						LN		27		5		false		            5      was publicly noticed and distributed and published in the				false

		727						LN		27		6		false		            6      SEPA register on October 7th, 2025, and is available now				false

		728						LN		27		7		false		            7      for any interested party on EFSEC's website.				false

		729						LN		27		8		false		            8          This Programmatic EIS generally evaluates direct and				false

		730						LN		27		9		false		            9      indirect and cumulative adverse environmental impacts				false

		731						LN		27		10		false		           10      associated with different types of transmission facility				false

		732						LN		27		11		false		           11      developments.				false

		733						LN		27		12		false		           12          While, as a programmatic review, it does not				false

		734						LN		27		13		false		           13      propose, evaluate, or approve any project specific				false

		735						LN		27		14		false		           14      application, it is designed and intended to be used for				false

		736						LN		27		15		false		           15      future project level SEPA lead agencies in their review				false

		737						LN		27		16		false		           16      of transmission projects to support, standardize, and				false

		738						LN		27		17		false		           17      facilitate the associated project level SEPA reviews.				false

		739						LN		27		18		false		           18          As directed by RCW 43.21C.408, this Programmatic EIS				false

		740						LN		27		19		false		           19      has been structured so that future transmission projects				false

		741						LN		27		20		false		           20      that follow the recommendations developed within are				false

		742						LN		27		21		false		           21      considered to have mitigated for all probable significant				false

		743						LN		27		22		false		           22      adverse environmental impacts addressed in the				false

		744						LN		27		23		false		           23      Programmatic EIS.				false

		745						LN		27		24		false		           24          While the final Programmatic EIS has been published,				false

		746						LN		27		25		false		           25      Staff continue to work on finalizing several support				false

		747						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		748						LN		28		1		false		            1      tools that have been developed to facilitate future use				false

		749						LN		28		2		false		            2      of the document, including the E-Programmatic and the				false

		750						LN		28		3		false		            3      resource sensitivity online GIS tool.  The E-Programmatic				false

		751						LN		28		4		false		            4      is an interactive website that will provide checklists,				false

		752						LN		28		5		false		            5      bookmarking tools, and cross-references for resource				false

		753						LN		28		6		false		            6      impact and mitigation strategies discussed in detail				false

		754						LN		28		7		false		            7      within the Programmatic EIS.				false

		755						LN		28		8		false		            8          The E-Programmatic includes summaries of all				false

		756						LN		28		9		false		            9      resource impacts and mitigation strategies identified in				false

		757						LN		28		10		false		           10      the Programmatic EIS with direct and immediate references				false

		758						LN		28		11		false		           11      to the document proper for more detailed descriptions.				false

		759						LN		28		12		false		           12          This website will also include tools to allow				false

		760						LN		28		13		false		           13      developers to input relevant project details that could				false

		761						LN		28		14		false		           14      populate a prepared set of documents within the site.				false

		762						LN		28		15		false		           15      The summarizing documents can be shared with the SEPA				false

		763						LN		28		16		false		           16      lead agency to facilitate their future review.				false

		764						LN		28		17		false		           17          There are also several guidance documents for				false

		765						LN		28		18		false		           18      developers and SEPA lead agencies providing information				false

		766						LN		28		19		false		           19      on how the Programmatic EIS is intended for use by the				false

		767						LN		28		20		false		           20      various parties.  The E-Programmatic has been developed				false

		768						LN		28		21		false		           21      to make the Programmatic EIS for accessible to users, and				false

		769						LN		28		22		false		           22      to draw forth the most critical elements identified				false

		770						LN		28		23		false		           23      within the larger document.				false

		771						LN		28		24		false		           24          The resource sensitivity online GIS tool is an				false

		772						LN		28		25		false		           25      interactive version of the resource sensitivity map				false

		773						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		774						LN		29		1		false		            1      prepared for most of the resource sections within the				false

		775						LN		29		2		false		            2      Programmatic EIS.  This tool will allow users to input				false

		776						LN		29		3		false		            3      location data associated with proposed transmission				false

		777						LN		29		4		false		            4      facilities, and then be presented with data showing what				false

		778						LN		29		5		false		            5      potentially sensitive environmental resources that				false

		779						LN		29		6		false		            6      facility may interact with.				false

		780						LN		29		7		false		            7          These resources have been assigned sensitivity				false

		781						LN		29		8		false		            8      levels from one to three, with three being the highest,				false

		782						LN		29		9		false		            9      based on input from subject matter experts.  This tool is				false

		783						LN		29		10		false		           10      intended to be used primarily by developers during the				false

		784						LN		29		11		false		           11      siting phase of their project to identify the potential				false

		785						LN		29		12		false		           12      points of environmental impacts and avoid them, when				false

		786						LN		29		13		false		           13      practical, or prepare mitigation strategies prior to				false

		787						LN		29		14		false		           14      application submittals.				false

		788						LN		29		15		false		           15          It can also be used by SEPA lead agencies to				false

		789						LN		29		16		false		           16      identify potential resources of concern when reviewing				false

		790						LN		29		17		false		           17      projects.  No further environmental review of anticipated				false

		791						LN		29		18		false		           18      actual impacts would be needed at the project level.				false

		792						LN		29		19		false		           19          For both of these online tools, EFSEC Staff is				false

		793						LN		29		20		false		           20      working with WaTech to finalize various elements and				false

		794						LN		29		21		false		           21      prepare hosting support on EFSEC's website.  Staff intend				false

		795						LN		29		22		false		           22      for these tools to be online and accessible to all				false

		796						LN		29		23		false		           23      interested parties in the near future.				false

		797						LN		29		24		false		           24          EFSEC Staff are also currently coordinating with				false

		798						LN		29		25		false		           25      staff in the Department of Ecology to organize a series				false

		799						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		800						LN		30		1		false		            1      of external engagement sessions with industry and county				false

		801						LN		30		2		false		            2      planning departments across the state.  The objective of				false

		802						LN		30		3		false		            3      these sessions is to introduce the Programmatic EISs				false

		803						LN		30		4		false		            4      recently produced by our two agencies to anticipated				false

		804						LN		30		5		false		            5      future users.  These sessions will provide an opportunity				false

		805						LN		30		6		false		            6      to proactively engage the users and to provide guidance				false

		806						LN		30		7		false		            7      on the expected use of the documents and answer any				false

		807						LN		30		8		false		            8      questions that may arise.  Are there any questions from				false

		808						LN		30		9		false		            9      the Council?				false

		809						LN		30		10		false		           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much,				false

		810						LN		30		11		false		           11      Mr. Greene.  I would see if there was any further way you				false

		811						LN		30		12		false		           12      could characterize when the tools, the online tools would				false

		812						LN		30		13		false		           13      be available in terms of a couple weeks or two months.  I				false

		813						LN		30		14		false		           14      think it's nearer term, but if there's any further				false

		814						LN		30		15		false		           15      clarification.				false

		815						LN		30		16		false		           16                        MR. GREENE:  I don't have an exact				false

		816						LN		30		17		false		           17      date, but I would anticipate in the next weeks to a few				false

		817						LN		30		18		false		           18      months is accurate.				false

		818						LN		30		19		false		           19                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I don't think I have				false

		819						LN		30		20		false		           20      anything more definitive than that at this time.				false

		820						LN		30		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  If it's more than a				false

		821						LN		30		22		false		           22      few weeks maybe we can have further conversations, you				false

		822						LN		30		23		false		           23      know, having a little insight from a conversation I had				false

		823						LN		30		24		false		           24      with Staff several weeks ago now.  It's just I think it's				false

		824						LN		30		25		false		           25      a tremendous resource for all parties and the public.				false

		825						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		826						LN		31		1		false		            1      And, obviously, at times we have more experts in the				false

		827						LN		31		2		false		            2      field, but while applicants may be a natural to use it, I				false

		828						LN		31		3		false		            3      think a lot of other important both public agencies and a				false

		829						LN		31		4		false		            4      number of parties that are interested on where should				false

		830						LN		31		5		false		            5      energy resources go or not go.  Obviously, where we can				false

		831						LN		31		6		false		            6      use built environments like existing transmission				false

		832						LN		31		7		false		            7      corridors are important, but at the same time if there				false

		833						LN		31		8		false		            8      are clearly needs out there this kind of the tool is one				false

		834						LN		31		9		false		            9      we would hope could be maximized for its benefit before				false

		835						LN		31		10		false		           10      an application is ever made to EFSEC or even coming into				false

		836						LN		31		11		false		           11      a pre-application process.  I think that's the vision of				false

		837						LN		31		12		false		           12      what you have brought forward.  We appreciate it.  I				false

		838						LN		31		13		false		           13      would note there some functionality that is not included,				false

		839						LN		31		14		false		           14      as I understand it, in the current tool based on scope				false

		840						LN		31		15		false		           15      and budget, but it doesn't mean that that platform and				false

		841						LN		31		16		false		           16      the collective and ultimately public investment in it is				false

		842						LN		31		17		false		           17      one that I believe can be leveraged, so just want to note				false
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		1325						LN		50		6		false		            6      should say west of the Bonneville Dam as shown.  The				false

		1326						LN		50		7		false		            7      entrance and exit from the river would be accomplished by				false

		1327						LN		50		8		false		            8      horizontal directional drilling.  So, again, there would				false

		1328						LN		50		9		false		            9      be no visual impact on the land in Washington.				false

		1329						LN		50		10		false		           10          Next slide, please.  Can I get the next slide?				false

		1330						LN		50		11		false		           11      There we go.  So why are we doing this?  I think it's				false

		1331						LN		50		12		false		           12      been pretty well established that there's an urgent need				false

		1332						LN		50		13		false		           13      for transmission, new transmission in the Pacific				false

		1333						LN		50		14		false		           14      Northwest.  I won't belabor all of the information that				false

		1334						LN		50		15		false		           15      has been publicly available except to say that there's a				false

		1335						LN		50		16		false		           16      number of factors that contribute to this constraint on				false

		1336						LN		50		17		false		           17      the transmission grid.  And one of the underlying factors				false

		1337						LN		50		18		false		           18      in looking at a project like this is the passage of the				false

		1338						LN		50		19		false		           19      CETA legislation in Washington, and similar legislation				false

		1339						LN		50		20		false		           20      in Oregon, which moves both states in the direction of				false

		1340						LN		50		21		false		           21      one hundred percent clean energy, and there are interim				false

		1341						LN		50		22		false		           22      goals that were set in those pieces of legislation.				false

		1342						LN		50		23		false		           23          So since virtually all of the major scale utility				false

		1343						LN		50		24		false		           24      renewable generation is located east of the Cascades,				false

		1344						LN		50		25		false		           25      there simply is not enough existing transmission to move				false

		1345						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1346						LN		51		1		false		            1      that renewable energy, clean energy over the Cascades to				false

		1347						LN		51		2		false		            2      the west where the load centers are.				false

		1348						LN		51		3		false		            3          Next slide, please.  So this slide may not be				false

		1349						LN		51		4		false		            4      intuitive to understand immediately, but basically what				false

		1350						LN		51		5		false		            5      it's saying is that this is the current transmission				false

		1351						LN		51		6		false		            6      system.  Most of the flows, the major flows, go from east				false

		1352						LN		51		7		false		            7      to west as is shown by these sort of blue semicircles.				false

		1353						LN		51		8		false		            8          There are a number of proposals by BPA and others				false

		1354						LN		51		9		false		            9      for transmission upgrades.  Those are sort of indicated				false

		1355						LN		51		10		false		           10      by the oval as circled there.  All of those upgrades will				false

		1356						LN		51		11		false		           11      be needed.  None of them have progressed to permitting				false

		1357						LN		51		12		false		           12      stage.  They are in the early study phase.  So even under				false

		1358						LN		51		13		false		           13      BPA's analysis, the first of those upgrades may be done				false

		1359						LN		51		14		false		           14      in the early 2030s, so there is a real constraint and a				false

		1360						LN		51		15		false		           15      real time constraint in getting new transmission across.				false

		1361						LN		51		16		false		           16          If you look at the green, sort of a bright green				false

		1362						LN		51		17		false		           17      line, that's us.  That's the Cascade project, and it's				false

		1363						LN		51		18		false		           18      intended to help alleviate the transmission constraints				false

		1364						LN		51		19		false		           19      by going directly -- really past Portland and to the				false

		1365						LN		51		20		false		           20      north/south corridor that you see sort of those purple				false

		1366						LN		51		21		false		           21      lines.  So by getting to the north/south corridor west of				false

		1367						LN		51		22		false		           22      Portland, that helps relieve the north/south constraints,				false

		1368						LN		51		23		false		           23      including limitations on what can get up to the load				false

		1369						LN		51		24		false		           24      centers in the state of Washington.				false

		1370						LN		51		25		false		           25          So I'm going to sort of address really quickly the				false

		1371						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1372						LN		52		1		false		            1      idea that this is simply something to serve the city of				false

		1373						LN		52		2		false		            2      Portland or the state of Oregon, it's not.  It is a				false

		1374						LN		52		3		false		            3      system oriented partial solution to the very serious				false

		1375						LN		52		4		false		            4      transmission constraints that exist.  And it will help				false

		1376						LN		52		5		false		            5      with the 1100 megawatts of new transmission capacity to				false

		1377						LN		52		6		false		            6      alleviate not just the east/west constraints but also the				false

		1378						LN		52		7		false		            7      north/south constrains.  And it can do so before the BPA				false

		1379						LN		52		8		false		            8      and other transmission upgrades can be accomplished.				false

		1380						LN		52		9		false		            9          Next slide, please.  Very quickly, who are we?  I'm				false

		1381						LN		52		10		false		           10      with a company called Power Bridge.  We have developed,				false

		1382						LN		52		11		false		           11      financed, permitted, and built two comparable projects on				false

		1383						LN		52		12		false		           12      the East Coast between New York and New Jersey.  They				false

		1384						LN		52		13		false		           13      have been in operation respectively since 2007 and 2013.				false

		1385						LN		52		14		false		           14      They are both underwater and underground transmission				false

		1386						LN		52		15		false		           15      projects that are comparable to this one.				false

		1387						LN		52		16		false		           16          We are the lead developer for Cascade Renewables.				false

		1388						LN		52		17		false		           17      Our partners include Sun2o, which is an experienced				false

		1389						LN		52		18		false		           18      renewables developer, and also NextEra Energy				false

		1390						LN		52		19		false		           19      Transmission, which is the leading publicly traded				false

		1391						LN		52		20		false		           20      utility and renewables developer.  And it also owns and				false

		1392						LN		52		21		false		           21      operates an underwater, underground transmission project				false

		1393						LN		52		22		false		           22      comparable to this one that currently runs under San				false

		1394						LN		52		23		false		           23      Francisco Bay, and has been operating since 2010.				false

		1395						LN		52		24		false		           24          Next slide, please.  So I won't belabor this one.				false

		1396						LN		52		25		false		           25      There's already been some public attention shown on this				false

		1397						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1398						LN		53		1		false		            1      project for all the reasons stated.  Meeting of renewable				false

		1399						LN		53		2		false		            2      energy goals, helping to relieve transmission				false

		1400						LN		53		3		false		            3      constraints, and improving resilience and safety of the				false

		1401						LN		53		4		false		            4      grid by going underwater and underground.				false

		1402						LN		53		5		false		            5          Next slide, please.  Very quickly, this is what the				false

		1403						LN		53		6		false		            6      underwater cable looks like.  If you look at the				false

		1404						LN		53		7		false		            7      right-hand corner, this would be a bundle of two cables				false

		1405						LN		53		8		false		            8      that are less than six inches in diameter.  That is shown				false

		1406						LN		53		9		false		            9      on the left-hand photo.  That is the actual installation				false

		1407						LN		53		10		false		           10      of one of our projects here.  It's called the Neptune				false

		1408						LN		53		11		false		           11      project.  And two cables about a foot in diameter are				false

		1409						LN		53		12		false		           12      bundled together with fiber optic cable and so the impact				false

		1410						LN		53		13		false		           13      to the river is minimal.				false

		1411						LN		53		14		false		           14          And I will show you on the next slide, if I have the				false

		1412						LN		53		15		false		           15      next slide.  It's installed using a technology called a				false

		1413						LN		53		16		false		           16      hydroplow.  The cable is laid off the back of a vessel				false

		1414						LN		53		17		false		           17      into a hydroplow that executes a narrow trench by				false

		1415						LN		53		18		false		           18      fluidizing the sediment in the river.  The cable is				false

		1416						LN		53		19		false		           19      simultaneously laid into the trench to the required				false

		1417						LN		53		20		false		           20      depth.  In this case it will be around ten feet.  About				false

		1418						LN		53		21		false		           21      75 percent of the sediment is fluidized and it settles				false

		1419						LN		53		22		false		           22      back down into the trench.  The impact to the river, as a				false

		1420						LN		53		23		false		           23      whole, is very minimal and it's temporary during the				false

		1421						LN		53		24		false		           24      construction period.				false

		1422						LN		53		25		false		           25          Next slide, please.  So where are we?  As Maria				false

		1423						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1424						LN		54		1		false		            1      indicated, we have filed our application and that is				false

		1425						LN		54		2		false		            2      currently under review.  That's only been in the last				false

		1426						LN		54		3		false		            3      week or so.  There's a comparable siting certificate				false

		1427						LN		54		4		false		            4      application that will be filed hopefully by the end of				false

		1428						LN		54		5		false		            5      this month with the Oregon Energy Facility Siting				false

		1429						LN		54		6		false		            6      Council.  We also are under the jurisdiction of the US				false

		1430						LN		54		7		false		            7      Army Corps of Engineers, with two major permits, Section				false

		1431						LN		54		8		false		            8      408 and Section 404, and we have been -- we have filed				false

		1432						LN		54		9		false		            9      the 404 and the 408 and are proceeding with the Army				false

		1433						LN		54		10		false		           10      Corps.				false

		1434						LN		54		11		false		           11          And we have done a lot to encourage coordination				false

		1435						LN		54		12		false		           12      among the various agencies, state and federal, to assure				false

		1436						LN		54		13		false		           13      that everyone sort of is on the same page in terms of				false

		1437						LN		54		14		false		           14      what the project is, what it does, and just as important				false

		1438						LN		54		15		false		           15      as anything, what the potential impacts might be or might				false

		1439						LN		54		16		false		           16      not be.  So we have held a number of coordination				false

		1440						LN		54		17		false		           17      meetings with the agencies and with the tribes, and we				false

		1441						LN		54		18		false		           18      will continue to do so.				false

		1442						LN		54		19		false		           19          I know that the Corps of Engineers and Washington				false

		1443						LN		54		20		false		           20      EFSEC and Oregon EFSEC have been in communication on a				false

		1444						LN		54		21		false		           21      pretty much regular basis, again, to assure that a				false

		1445						LN		54		22		false		           22      project which is complex and involves a lot of different				false

		1446						LN		54		23		false		           23      jurisdictions can be evaluated on a -- not on an				false

		1447						LN		54		24		false		           24      expedited, but a coordinated basis so that it minimizes,				false

		1448						LN		54		25		false		           25      you know, confusion and misunderstanding.  We have done				false

		1449						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1450						LN		55		1		false		            1      everything we could to encourage that and I know that,				false

		1451						LN		55		2		false		            2      and I know agencies have been very receptive to that.				false

		1452						LN		55		3		false		            3          Next and final slide.  In addition to helping to				false

		1453						LN		55		4		false		            4      meet the renewable energy goals, clean energy goals, and				false

		1454						LN		55		5		false		            5      to help relieve transmission constraints, a project like				false

		1455						LN		55		6		false		            6      this does have additional benefits.  There will be a				false

		1456						LN		55		7		false		            7      member of construction jobs.  There will certainly be				false

		1457						LN		55		8		false		            8      property tax benefits to the affected jurisdictions.				false

		1458						LN		55		9		false		            9      There will be partnerships to encourage workforce				false

		1459						LN		55		10		false		           10      training and education.  And we are entirely open and				false

		1460						LN		55		11		false		           11      have been in conversation with tribes and stakeholders to				false

		1461						LN		55		12		false		           12      look at partnerships to essentially leave the river and				false

		1462						LN		55		13		false		           13      the surrounding area better off than when we started.				false

		1463						LN		55		14		false		           14          So with that, that is my hopefully brief				false

		1464						LN		55		15		false		           15      presentation, and I appreciate the time.				false

		1465						LN		55		16		false		           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Mr. Hocker.				false

		1466						LN		55		17		false		           17      Appreciate the presentation.  I think it's very clear and				false

		1467						LN		55		18		false		           18      helpful.  That's my perspective on what I have seen here				false

		1468						LN		55		19		false		           19      for the first time today.  Are there other comments or				false

		1469						LN		55		20		false		           20      questions from Council members?  None at this time it				false

		1470						LN		55		21		false		           21      seems, but if anyone changes your mind, raise your hand.				false

		1471						LN		55		22		false		           22      I will keep an eye out for EFSEC Staff.   Were there				false

		1472						LN		55		23		false		           23      other comments that Staff wanted to add, Ms. Belkina?				false

		1473						LN		55		24		false		           24      Ms. Hafkemeyer?				false

		1474						LN		55		25		false		           25                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you, Chair				false

		1475						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1476						LN		56		1		false		            1      Beckett.  This is Ami Hafkemeyer.  For the record, I just				false

		1477						LN		56		2		false		            2      wanted to reiterate that Staff will be reaching out to				false

		1478						LN		56		3		false		            3      schedule the informational meetings and land use hearings				false

		1479						LN		56		4		false		            4      for each of the counties and getting availability for				false

		1480						LN		56		5		false		            5      Council members.  And once the details of those meetings				false

		1481						LN		56		6		false		            6      are available, they will be noticed for the communities				false

		1482						LN		56		7		false		            7      to be able to attend.				false

		1483						LN		56		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for noting				false

		1484						LN		56		9		false		            9      that early.  And let me ad a further word to it, just for				false

		1485						LN		56		10		false		           10      the benefit of the public and transparency.  Ultimately,				false

		1486						LN		56		11		false		           11      what that translates as we will have public meetings in				false

		1487						LN		56		12		false		           12      three counties on the Columbia River sometime here in the				false

		1488						LN		56		13		false		           13      November, early December timeframe.  So for those of you				false

		1489						LN		56		14		false		           14      who wish to participate, let me just make it plain and				false

		1490						LN		56		15		false		           15      simple we will be down on the river sooner rather than				false

		1491						LN		56		16		false		           16      later as part of our commitment not only to being out in				false

		1492						LN		56		17		false		           17      the community.  Obviously, it's also a statutory				false

		1493						LN		56		18		false		           18      requirement, which we will fully comply with, but the				false

		1494						LN		56		19		false		           19      motivation is one, to me, that reflects the work of EFSEC				false

		1495						LN		56		20		false		           20      for a long time.				false

		1496						LN		56		21		false		           21          With that, last call for comments or questions?				false

		1497						LN		56		22		false		           22      Certainly more work ahead, and the Council will take its				false

		1498						LN		56		23		false		           23      appropriate steps in terms of objectivity and review as				false

		1499						LN		56		24		false		           24      we go, and look forward to kicking off that important				false

		1500						LN		56		25		false		           25      first public step, in addition to today's presentation,				false

		1501						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1502						LN		57		1		false		            1      so thank you.				false

		1503						LN		57		2		false		            2          Moving on to our other items for the day.  First we				false

		1504						LN		57		3		false		            3      will start with Sonia Bumpus, our Director, on cost				false

		1505						LN		57		4		false		            4      allocations.  And let me just note that when you are				false

		1506						LN		57		5		false		            5      finished with that we will move on the changes of the				false

		1507						LN		57		6		false		            6      public comment period, unless there's questions with				false

		1508						LN		57		7		false		            7      regard to our cost allocations.  So I will turn this over				false

		1509						LN		57		8		false		            8      to you, Sonia, to cover your items?				false

		1510						LN		57		9		false		            9                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  This is				false

		1511						LN		57		10		false		           10      Sonia Bumpus.  Thank you, Chair Beckett and Council				false

		1512						LN		57		11		false		           11      members.  Good afternoon.  For the update on the				false

		1513						LN		57		12		false		           12      nondirect cost allocations these are the percentages for				false

		1514						LN		57		13		false		           13      second quarter fiscal year 2026 covering October 1, 2025				false

		1515						LN		57		14		false		           14      to December 31, 2025.  And I will just note that one of				false

		1516						LN		57		15		false		           15      the changes to the cost allocations since you saw it last				false

		1517						LN		57		16		false		           16      is that we've added the Cascade Renewable Transmission				false

		1518						LN		57		17		false		           17      project, which you just heard an introduction on.				false

		1519						LN		57		18		false		           18          So we have Columbia Generating Station at 20				false

		1520						LN		57		19		false		           19      percent.  Horse Heaven, ten percent.  Cascade Renewable,				false

		1521						LN		57		20		false		           20      eight percent.  Chehalis, six percent.  Grays Harbor 1/2,				false

		1522						LN		57		21		false		           21      six percent.  Carriger Solar, six percent.  Goldeneye,				false

		1523						LN		57		22		false		           22      five percent.  Wallula Gap, five percent.  Columbia				false

		1524						LN		57		23		false		           23      Solar, four percent.  Ostrea, four percent.  Goose				false

		1525						LN		57		24		false		           24      Prairie, four percent.  Hop Hill, four percent.  Kittitas				false

		1526						LN		57		25		false		           25      Valley, four percent.  Wild Horse, four percent.				false

		1527						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1528						LN		58		1		false		            1      Wautoma, three percent.  WNP 1, three percent.  Badger				false

		1529						LN		58		2		false		            2      Mountain, two percent.  High Top, two percent.  That				false

		1530						LN		58		3		false		            3      concludes my update on the nondirect cost allocation.  If				false

		1531						LN		58		4		false		            4      there aren't any questions, I will go ahead and proceed				false

		1532						LN		58		5		false		            5      with update for the Council about some of the changes				false

		1533						LN		58		6		false		            6      that EFSEC Staff are working on with respect to our				false

		1534						LN		58		7		false		            7      public comment process.				false

		1535						LN		58		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I don't see any hands				false

		1536						LN		58		9		false		            9      raised on the first item, so please proceed.				false

		1537						LN		58		10		false		           10                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  So this				false

		1538						LN		58		11		false		           11      is an opportunity here to just update the Council on some				false

		1539						LN		58		12		false		           12      of the things that Staff have identified as changes to				false

		1540						LN		58		13		false		           13      how we conduct our public comment process.  I will just				false

		1541						LN		58		14		false		           14      go over the Open Public Meetings Act here briefly.  It				false

		1542						LN		58		15		false		           15      was amended in 2022.  So under the Open Public Meetings				false

		1543						LN		58		16		false		           16      Act, or referred to as OPMA, EFSEC is required to give				false

		1544						LN		58		17		false		           17      the public an opportunity to comment before the Council				false

		1545						LN		58		18		false		           18      takes a final action on any measures that the OPMA				false

		1546						LN		58		19		false		           19      defines as final actions.				false

		1547						LN		58		20		false		           20          So this is a collective positive or negative				false

		1548						LN		58		21		false		           21      decision or an actual vote by a majority of members of a				false

		1549						LN		58		22		false		           22      government body when sitting as a body or entity upon a				false

		1550						LN		58		23		false		           23      motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance.				false

		1551						LN		58		24		false		           24          And so as this Council knows and as we talked about				false

		1552						LN		58		25		false		           25      in the context of holding public comment periods, the				false

		1553						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1554						LN		59		1		false		            1      nature of our work is such that the Council has a wide				false

		1555						LN		59		2		false		            2      range of issues that you are making decisions on or				false

		1556						LN		59		3		false		            3      taking final action, and it includes finalizing and				false

		1557						LN		59		4		false		            4      producing documents that capture these decisions,				false

		1558						LN		59		5		false		            5      recommendations to the Governor, including the draft site				false
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.  This



            2      is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site



            3      Evaluation Council, and I'm calling our October, 15, 2025



            4      meeting to order.  Ms. Barker, if you could call roll.



            5                        MS. BARKER:  Certainly, Chair.



            6      Department of Commerce?  Department of Ecology?



            7                        MR. NELSON:  Here.



            8                        MS. BARKER:  Department of Fish and



            9      Wildlife?



           10                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne is



           11      here for Commerce.  My apologies.



           12                        MS. BARKER:  Thank you.  Department of



           13      Fish and Wildlife?



           14                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin for Fish



           15      and Wildlife.



           16                        MS. BARKER:  Department of Natural



           17      Resources?



           18                        MR. RYAN:  Maverick Ryan here for DNR.



           19                        MS. BARKER:  Utilities &



           20      Transportation Commission?



           21                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacy Brewster,



           22      present.



           23                        MS. BARKER:  Local Government and



           24      Optional State Agencies.  For the Hop Hill Project, Paul



           25      Krupin?
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            1          For the Carriger Solar project, Matt Chiles.



            2                        MR. CHILES:  Matt Chiles, present.



            3                        MS. BARKER:  For the Wallula Gap



            4      project, Adam Fyall?



            5          For the Goldeneye BESS project, Robby Eckroth?



            6                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.



            7                        MS. BARKER:  Assistant Attorney



            8      General, Jon Thompson?



            9                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.



           10                        MS. BARKER:  Zack Packer?  Talia



           11      Thuet?



           12                        MS. THUET:  Present.



           13                        MS. BARKER:  For EFSEC staff, I will



           14      call only those anticipated to speak today.  Sonia



           15      Bumpus?



           16                        MS. BUMPUS:  Present.



           17                        MS. BARKER:  Ami Hafkemeyer?



           18                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.



           19                        MS. BARKER:  Amy Moon?



           20                        MS. MOON:  Present.



           21                        MS. BARKER:  Sara Randolph?



           22                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.



           23                        MS. BARKER:  Sean Greene?



           24                        MR. GREENE:  Present.



           25                        MS. BARKER:  John Barnes?





                                                                            7

�







            1                        MR. BARNES:  Present.



            2                        MS. BARKER:  Joanne Snarski?



            3                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.



            4                        MS. BARKER:  Maria Belkina?



            5                        MS. BELKINA:  Present.



            6                        MS. BARKER:  For Operational Updates.



            7      Oh, Lisa McLean?  I'm sorry.



            8                        MS. MCLEAN:  Present.



            9                        MS. BARKER:  For Operational updates,



           10      Kittitas Valley Wind project?



           11                        MR. CASEDAY:  Jarred Caseday, present.



           12                        MS. BARKER:  Wild Horse Wind Power



           13      project?



           14                        MS. RANDOLPH:  This is Sarah Randolph,



           15      I'll be giving the update for Wild Horse.



           16                        MS. BARKER:  Grays Harbor Energy



           17      Center?



           18                        MR. PACE:  Eric Pace, present.



           19                        MS. BARKER:  Chehalis Generation



           20      Facility?



           21                        MR. SMITH:  Jeremy Smith, present.



           22                        MS. BARKER:  Columbia Generating



           23      Station?



           24                        MS. ELSETHAGEN:  Kelly Elsethagen,



           25      present.
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            1                        MS. BARKER:  Columbia Solar?



            2                        MS. ESPER:  Katy Esper, present.



            3                        MS. BARKER:  Goose Prairie Solar?



            4                        MR. JIA:  Nelson Jia, here, present.



            5                        MS. BARKER:  Ostrea Solar?



            6                        MR. VOLTZ:  Jon Voltz, present.



            7                        MS. BARKER:  Is there anyone online



            8      for the Counsel for the Environment?



            9                        MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes, Sarah Reyneveld



           10      and Yuriy Korol are present.



           11                        MS. BARKER:  Thank you.  Chair, there



           12      is a quorum for all councils.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Counsel



           14      there's an agenda before us.  Do I have a motion to adopt



           15      it?



           16                        MS. BREWSTER:  Stacey Brewster, I move



           17      to adopt the agenda for today's meeting.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Is there a



           19      second.



           20                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Second, Nate Pamplin.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Motion has been moved



           22      a seconded.  Are there any changes to the agenda?



           23      Hearing none, all those in favor say aye?



           24                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  All right.





                                                                            9

�







            1      Agenda is adopted.



            2          Next up we have our minutes from the September 17th



            3      monthly meeting.  Do I have a motion to approve the



            4      minutes, please, Council?



            5                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne, so



            6      moved.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Is there a



            8      second?



            9                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Second, this is Nate.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  The



           11      minutes have been moved and seconded.  Are there any



           12      changes to the minutes?  I did not, upon reviewing them,



           13      have any to suggest myself.  Other Council members?



           14      Okay.  Seeing none, I will call the vote.  All in favor



           15      of approving the minutes of September 17th, please say



           16      aye?



           17                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.  Opposed?



           19      All right.  Minutes are adopted.



           20          So it's my pleasure to both honor a couple of our



           21      now former members of the EFSEC Council before



           22      introducing the replacements that the agencies have



           23      brought forward.  And those who have participated in our



           24      meetings regularly, Eli Levitt, of the Department of



           25      Ecology, his last meeting was on the 17th of September
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            1      and we briefly honored him then.  We will certainly be



            2      honoring all of our new former Council members here



            3      towards the end of the year in a more appropriate



            4      resolution in their name.  But in particular, I just



            5      wanted to thank Lenny Young, who did retire in the month



            6      of September, and a longstanding dedicated State



            7      employee, and appreciated his public service, and want to



            8      acknowledge Lenny's strong contribution to the EFSEC



            9      Council for many years as well.



           10          And so with that acknowledgment, let me first



           11      introduce Blake Nelson, who is representing now the



           12      Department of Ecology, and is the Southwest Region



           13      Manager for the Solid Waste Management Program.  And



           14      Councilman Nelson, if you would like to introduce



           15      yourself.  And, again, on behalf of all the Council



           16      members, welcome.



           17                        COUNCILMAN NELSON:  Thank you, Chair



           18      Beckett.  You did a pretty sufficient job there.  I'm



           19      with the Department of Ecology in the Solid Waste



           20      Program, particularly the manager of the Southwest



           21      Region.



           22          You know, on a personal note, I grew up in



           23      Centralia.  My father and grandfather worked at



           24      Trans-Alta, the coal plant there.  And although I don't



           25      profess to siting many coal facilities, I do have a great
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            1      interest in energy policy and studies that I've had in



            2      grad school.  So I'm real excited to be part of the Board



            3      and to work with you all.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.



            5      Thank you very much, Councilman Nelson, and welcome



            6      aboard.



            7          Next we have Maverick Ryan who is with the



            8      Department of Natural Resources and is the Deputy



            9      Director of Tribal Relations.  And, Councilman Ryan, we



           10      welcome you and ask you to introduce yourself and any



           11      remarks you wish to make.



           12                        COUNCILMAN RYAN:  Thank you, Chair.



           13      (Speaking in Cowlitz)  In Cowlitz, that's hello good



           14      people, my name is Maverick Ryan.  I'm the Deputy



           15      Director of Tribal Relations at the Washington State



           16      Department of Natural Resources, proud citizen of Cowlitz



           17      Indian Tribe, and I'm really excited to join you in this



           18      work as DNR's representative on this Council.



           19          A couple things I want to mention.  I'm honored to



           20      be here representing Commissioner Updegrove.  And in



           21      January, when he took office, he outlined his core values



           22      in leading the agency.  There are four of them, respect,



           23      professionalism, integrity, and joy.  Those four values



           24      inform decisionmaking throughout our agency, and what I



           25      hope to embody through my participation with you here.
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            1          In addition to that, there are two other primary



            2      things I want to say as part of my introduction.  One is



            3      procedural, and the other one is just kind of a personal



            4      observation.  And to tackle the procedural item first, I



            5      want to be transparent with my new colleagues in this



            6      body in disclosing that in my employment history, I



            7      previously worked at a local consulting firm in Seattle



            8      for approximately a year and a half where I carried the



            9      title of Manager of Public Affairs.  In this role, I



           10      provided administrative and project management support to



           11      various energy-related projects until I departed the firm



           12      in March of 2023.



           13          Some of the consulting work included projects that



           14      selected the EFSEC committee pathway, including the



           15      Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage project.  In addition,



           16      although I was not personally involved in Hop Hill Solar



           17      and Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center project, those



           18      projects were clients of the firm I was at while I was an



           19      employee.



           20          I do not want my prior association with these



           21      projects to affect fairness, integrity, and transparency



           22      of the Council's work, so therefore I will be recusing



           23      myself from participating in any decisionmaking related



           24      to the Council's recommendation to the Governor on the



           25      Goldeneye Battery Storage or Hop Hill Solar projects.
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            1          I will also recuse myself from Council



            2      decisionmaking relate to mitigation measures and



            3      remaining project design, construction, micro siting for



            4      Horse Heaven.  This means that I will not actively



            5      participate in the adjudicative hearings or Council



            6      development of adjudicative orders on these project



            7      matters.



            8          Recusal is both the standard and an essential step



            9      to support public confidence in the Council's proceedings



           10      and to uphold the highest ethical standards.  My decision



           11      is rooted in a commitment to ensuring that all projects



           12      are reviewed objectively, free from any perceived



           13      prejudgment or bias.



           14          And let me assure you, while I will not be involved



           15      in the decisionmaking for those specific projects, I



           16      remain fully committed to supporting the Council's broad



           17      mission of ensuring responsible and thorough evaluation



           18      of energy facility proposals, and full consideration of



           19      all constituencies' perspectives.



           20          And then on a personal note, I want to also thank my



           21      fellow Council members for their understanding in



           22      supporting those measures.  And I'm particularly excited



           23      to be joining the Council, as an indigenous person in



           24      this moment in time, when our clean energy goals as a



           25      state and our obligations to safeguarding the treaty and
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            1      reserve rights and resources of tribal nations feel



            2      increasingly set at odds with one another.



            3          As has been widely spoken about, the scale of our



            4      energy future depends -- demands that we find pathways



            5      forward together.  Last year, I spoke with an elder who



            6      has experience in the energy field, and he told me in



            7      order to meet our clean energy goals as a state and as a



            8      nation, we will have to mine more copper in the next ten



            9      years than we have in the entirety of recorded history.



           10      That same elder would go on to remind those in



           11      conversation with him that our presence as indigenous



           12      people on these lands predates recorded history.  I think



           13      these two truths have to find a way to live in harmony



           14      with one another in this transition.



           15          I'm a person who believes the tribal nations are the



           16      front lines of our clean energy future, not just in our



           17      state but across the West.  I look forward to finding



           18      ways in this role to ensure that the State of Washington



           19      is able to find mutually agreeable ways to advance our



           20      goals for the future.  In closing (speaking in Cowlitz),



           21      thank you in Cowlitz.  I'm eager to serve and excited for



           22      the opportunity.



           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Councilman



           24      Ryan.  And to both our new Council members, again, a



           25      hearty welcome.  And as you can see from the busy agenda
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            1      today, which I think is probably a trend line and not



            2      inherently a new one, but certainly one that's going to



            3      be around.  So with that we will move on to our project



            4      updates.  And with that, Kittitas Valley Wind, Jarred



            5      Caseday.  Make your presentation.



            6                        MR. CASEDAY:  Good afternoon, Chair



            7      Beckett and EFSEC Council and Staff, and welcome to the



            8      new members.  This is Jarred Caseday with EDP Renewables,



            9      with the Kittitas Valley Wind Power project, and we have



           10      nothing nonroutine to report for the period.



           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on



           12      to Wild Horse Wind project, Sara Randolph of EFSEC Staff.



           13                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon.  Thank



           14      you, Chair Beckett, Council members and Staff.  This is



           15      Sara Randolph, site specialist for Wild Horse.  This



           16      facility update is provided in your packet.  Ms.



           17      Galbraith reported at the July Council meeting that there



           18      is a large tear in one of the base towers.  And she will



           19      keep us posted as to when they plan on bringing down the



           20      turbine.  There are no nonroutine updates to report.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.



           22      Moving on to the Chehalis Generation Facility, Jeremy



           23      Smith.



           24                        MR. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Chair



           25      Beckett, Council members and EFSEC Staff.  This is Jeremy
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            1      Smith, the operations manager representing the Chehalis



            2      Generation Facility.  I have nothing nonroutine to report



            3      for this reporting period.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.



            5      Moving on to Grays Harbor Energy Center, Eric Pace.



            6                        MR. PACE:  Good afternoon, Chair



            7      Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, I'm the plant engineer



            8      for the facility, and Grays Harbor Energy does not have



            9      anything nonroutine to report for the period.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Moving on



           11      to Columbia Solar, Katy Esper.



           12                        MS. ESPER:  Good afternoon, Chair



           13      Beckett, EFSEC Council and Staff, this is Katy Esper for



           14      Columbia Solar reporting that we have no nonroutine



           15      updates.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Moving on



           17      to Columbia Generating Station and WNP 1/4, Kelly



           18      Elsethagen.



           19                        MS. ELSETHAGEN:  Good afternoon, Chair



           20      Beckett, EFSEC Council members and Staff, this is Kelly



           21      Elsethagen with Energy Northwest Columbia Generating



           22      Station and WNP 1/4, there are no nonroutine updates to



           23      report for the reporting period.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you.



           25      Moving on to Goose Prairie Solar, Nelson Jia.
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            1                        MR. JIA:  Good afternoon, Nelson here.



            2      No major updates to report for the previous month.



            3      Nothing to report from an environmental or safety



            4      perspective either.  Thank you.



            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:   Thank you.  Moving on



            6      to Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz.



            7                        MR. VOLTZ:  Hi, Chair Beckett and



            8      EFSEC Council members and Staff, this is Jon Voltz with



            9      Cypress Creek Renewables representing Ostrea Solar



           10      facility.  Construction updates are as follows.  Pile and



           11      racking installation is fully complete for the project.



           12      Modular installation is ongoing, as well as wiring and



           13      cable installations.  We've achieved mechanical



           14      completion for the first circuit.  Substation major



           15      equipment has been fully delivered and installation is



           16      underway.  We are well on track to achieve full



           17      mechanical completion by the end of the year as



           18      scheduled.



           19          There was one incident, an environmental incident



           20      that occurred September 12th.  A cement truck entered the



           21      project site with a hydraulic leak -- a leak in the



           22      hydraulic hose.  The leak occurred from the entrance all



           23      the way to the substation area, probably about 150 yards.



           24      We estimate less than two gallons were spilled.  The



           25      spill was identified immediately.  Oil catch cans were
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            1      placed under the truck to catch the oils.  The



            2      contaminated gravel was removed.  Mechanics were



            3      mobilized to the site to fix the leak.  And the -- once



            4      it was -- once the truck was moved out of the way the



            5      remaining contaminated gravel was removed from the site.



            6      So it was reported, but fully resolved.  That is the only



            7      incident to report for the period.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much.



            9      Moving on to Carriger Solar, and we will start with



           10      project update from Joanne Snarski.



           11                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you Chair Beckett



           12      and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne



           13      Snarski, the siting specialist for the proposed Carriger



           14      Solar facility in Klickitat County.



           15          On June 5th, the Council voted to approve sending a



           16      recommendation to the Governor for the Carriage Solar



           17      facility, along with a draft site certification



           18      agreement.



           19          On August 22nd, Governor Ferguson responded with a



           20      letter to Chair Beckett directing the Council to do



           21      further outreach with the Yakama Nation regarding certain



           22      aspects of the draft site certification agreement.



           23          In response to this request, Chair Beckett sent a



           24      letter to Chairman Gerald Lewis, of the Yakama Nation



           25      Tribal Council.  Chair Beckett's letter directed the
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            1      Tribe's attention to two primary issues as requested by



            2      the Governor.



            3          One, allow Yakama Nation the opportunity to review



            4      and provide input on the June 19th, 2025 memorandum from



            5      the EFSEC Chair to the Council membership describing the



            6      Chair and the Staff's June 4th, 2025 meeting with the



            7      Tribe.



            8          Give the Yakama Nation an opportunity to provide



            9      further input on five mitigation measures prescribed by



           10      EFSEC in the mitigation determination of nonsignificance,



           11      or MDNS, that are designed to minimize impacts to visual



           12      aesthetics, including traditional and cultural



           13      properties, also known on TCPs.



           14          On September 26, 2025, EFSEC received a response



           15      from the Yakama Nation.  For the purpose of this update,



           16      I will highlight the primary issues brought forward in



           17      this letter.  With regards to the June 19th, 2025 memo,



           18      the Tribe asserted that the memo does not convey the



           19      depth of the Yakama Nation's concerns with the Carriger



           20      project.  They stated that unless they can speak directly



           21      to the Council members through an adjudicative process,



           22      our interpretation of those concerns will be flawed and



           23      inaccurate.



           24          They also stated that the memo does not sufficiently



           25      reflect the Yakama Nation's determination that the
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            1      Carriger project by itself, meaning not including future



            2      solar developments, will result in significant impacts to



            3      TCPs.  Following, they argued that EFSEC's practice of



            4      not requiring the project proponent to secure a water



            5      supply for the project until just before construction



            6      fails to meet EFSEC's legal obligation to evaluate the



            7      project's water sources prior to drafting the site



            8      certification agreement.



            9          Following their review of the mitigation measures



           10      highlighted by the Governor's letter, they identified two



           11      primary concerns along with two proposals for resolution.



           12      The Yakama Nation asserts that the EFSEC imposed setbacks



           13      along the roads and adjacent to the Department of Natural



           14      Resources managed lands, are insufficient to minimize



           15      impacts to TCPs.  They note the use of natural screening



           16      tools are also insufficient to minimize impacts to TCPs,



           17      due to the area topography.



           18          To resolve these concerns, they suggest the Council



           19      deny approval for all solar panels in the northern



           20      portion of the project area, and require conservation



           21      leases on those parcels.  If this cannot be accomplished,



           22      they recommend that we withdraw the mitigated



           23      determination of nonsignificance and draft recommendation



           24      to the Governor, and initiate a full environmental



           25      analysis.  I believe this to mean a completion of an
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            1      environmental impact statement, and an adjudication



            2      process.



            3          Following review of the letter from the Governor and



            4      the response received from the Yakama Nation, EFSEC Staff



            5      developed a draft resolution 360, and a revised draft of



            6      the site certification agreement.  These documents were



            7      posted for public review and comment on October 6th, and



            8      it will go through October 19th.  That document provides



            9      a formal response with the details and citations that



           10      address the Tribe's concerns.  I will provide a brief



           11      overview of our main draft responses here.



           12          In that document, we identify EFSEC is not required



           13      to hold an adjudicative hearing for a project once



           14      expedited processing of the project application has been



           15      granted.  Carriger Solar was granted expedited processing



           16      on May 5th, 2025.  Additionally, EFSEC has fully



           17      considered the Carriger project's impacts on TCPs on its



           18      own and cumulatively with possible future solar



           19      development in the area.  This information is captured in



           20      the State Environmental Policy Act documentation for the



           21      project, including the mitigated determination of



           22      nonsignificance and the attached Staff memo.



           23          Although the Yakama Nation did not cite a specific



           24      rule or regulation that it contends EFSEC was violating



           25      by not requiring a water source be identified until just
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            1      before the construction, EFSEC has completed a full



            2      environmental analysis of the project's anticipated



            3      impact to water resources.  Again, this information can



            4      be found in the mitigated determination of



            5      nonsignificance and the associated Staff memo.



            6          We agree with the Yakama Nation that the Carriger



            7      project, as initially proposed, would have resulted in



            8      significant adverse impacts to TCPs without mitigation.



            9      EFSEC maintains that the mitigation that has been



           10      proposed in the MDNS and the subsequent two revisions,



           11      reduce adverse impacts to TCPs to a level below



           12      significant.  Staff are not recommending that the Council



           13      further mitigate by excluding the northern portions of



           14      project from development and requiring conservation



           15      easements.



           16          Resolution 360 also outlines our draft responses to



           17      the Yakama Nation's two options for resolution.  A



           18      revised draft of the site certification agreement has



           19      been prepared following review of the Governor's response



           20      letter making more explicit the commitment from the



           21      developer to provide the Yakama Nation with grant funding



           22      for continued TC P research in the area.



           23          Again, these documents have been provided to all



           24      Council members and are available on our website.  The



           25      public comment period will remain open until Sunday
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            1      evening, October 19th.  Since EFSEC is working to



            2      complete all this work within a 60-day deadline the



            3      Governor requested, Staff are scheduling a special



            4      Council meeting on October 21st for the purpose of



            5      Council action.  That meeting is scheduled to begin at



            6      9:00 a.m. and will be both in person and virtual.  Notice



            7      for the meeting will be distributed in accordance with



            8      RCW 42.30.080, and that concludes my update.



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Questions



           10      or comments to Council members for the Carriger Solar



           11      project?  I'm waiting to see if any hands get raised.



           12      Ms. Snarski or others on the Staff if need be, I'm noting



           13      we called it a public comment period here, including at



           14      my request probably on the agenda, I just want to make



           15      sure we reiterated the comment period is still open, but



           16      any further reiteration of that, Ms. Snarski, would be



           17      good for members of the public to hear.



           18                        MS. SNARSKI:  Sure.  It was posted on



           19      our website and it's available there.  The particular



           20      date the documents I'm speaking of, the draft resolution



           21      along with the draft site certification agreement, the



           22      revised site certification agreement, that was posted on



           23      October 6th, but, again, is open through this Sunday,



           24      October 19th.  I believe it goes to 11:59 p.m.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you





                                                                           24

�







            1      for the updates.  Again, any other questions or comments?



            2      I don't see any.  Last call.  Okay.  We will move on then



            3      to Hop Hill Solar and Mr. Barnes, John Barnes for the



            4      EFSEC Staff.



            5                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



            6      and Council members.  This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff



            7      for the Hop Hill application.  This application is



            8      expecting supplemental materials concerning project



            9      expansion.  These materials are needed for a SEPA review



           10      and determination.  We continue to coordinate and review



           11      the application with our contractor, contracted agencies,



           12      and tribal governments.  Are there any questions?



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  I do not



           14      have any at this time.  Any other Council members?  Okay.



           15      Hearing none, we will move on to Wallula Gap, again, Mr.



           16      Barnes.



           17                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



           18      and Council members.  This is John Barnes, EFSEC Staff



           19      for the Wallula Gap application.  Staff are working with



           20      the applicant to complete a supplemental wetlands report



           21      materials that are needed to support the SEPA review for



           22      this application.  We continue to coordinate the



           23      applicant -- continue to coordinate with the applicant



           24      and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource Program staff



           25      following receipt of the TCP study regarding identified
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            1      impacts for the project and potential mitigation.  Are



            2      there any questions?



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members for



            4      Wallula Gap?  Okay.  Seeing no questions we will move on



            5      to Goldeneye Battery Storage project, and will turn it



            6      back to Joanne Snarski.



            7                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair



            8      Beckett.  Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting



            9      specialist for the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy



           10      Storage Facility in Skagit County.  The applicant is



           11      currently working on a revised site plan for the facility



           12      to better accommodate comments from supporting agencies



           13      on water resources and on adjacent -- on and adjacent to



           14      the proposed location.  We anticipate that a joint



           15      meeting with those agencies and the applicant will occur



           16      following the submittal of that revised plan.  That's all



           17      I have for now.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Any



           19      questions, Council?  Okay.  We will then move on to the



           20      Transmission Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement



           21      and Sean Greene of our EFSEC Staff will provide us our



           22      updated.



           23                        MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair



           24      Beckett and Council members.  This is Sean Greene, SEPA



           25      specialist for EFSEC.  EFSEC Staff are happy to announce
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            1      the publication of the Transmission Programmatic EIS that



            2      EFSEC was directed to prepare by Washington State Senate



            3      Bill 5165, subsequently codified into Revised Code of



            4      Washington, RCW 43.21C.405.  The final Programmatic EIS



            5      was publicly noticed and distributed and published in the



            6      SEPA register on October 7th, 2025, and is available now



            7      for any interested party on EFSEC's website.



            8          This Programmatic EIS generally evaluates direct and



            9      indirect and cumulative adverse environmental impacts



           10      associated with different types of transmission facility



           11      developments.



           12          While, as a programmatic review, it does not



           13      propose, evaluate, or approve any project specific



           14      application, it is designed and intended to be used for



           15      future project level SEPA lead agencies in their review



           16      of transmission projects to support, standardize, and



           17      facilitate the associated project level SEPA reviews.



           18          As directed by RCW 43.21C.408, this Programmatic EIS



           19      has been structured so that future transmission projects



           20      that follow the recommendations developed within are



           21      considered to have mitigated for all probable significant



           22      adverse environmental impacts addressed in the



           23      Programmatic EIS.



           24          While the final Programmatic EIS has been published,



           25      Staff continue to work on finalizing several support
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            1      tools that have been developed to facilitate future use



            2      of the document, including the E-Programmatic and the



            3      resource sensitivity online GIS tool.  The E-Programmatic



            4      is an interactive website that will provide checklists,



            5      bookmarking tools, and cross-references for resource



            6      impact and mitigation strategies discussed in detail



            7      within the Programmatic EIS.



            8          The E-Programmatic includes summaries of all



            9      resource impacts and mitigation strategies identified in



           10      the Programmatic EIS with direct and immediate references



           11      to the document proper for more detailed descriptions.



           12          This website will also include tools to allow



           13      developers to input relevant project details that could



           14      populate a prepared set of documents within the site.



           15      The summarizing documents can be shared with the SEPA



           16      lead agency to facilitate their future review.



           17          There are also several guidance documents for



           18      developers and SEPA lead agencies providing information



           19      on how the Programmatic EIS is intended for use by the



           20      various parties.  The E-Programmatic has been developed



           21      to make the Programmatic EIS for accessible to users, and



           22      to draw forth the most critical elements identified



           23      within the larger document.



           24          The resource sensitivity online GIS tool is an



           25      interactive version of the resource sensitivity map





                                                                           28

�







            1      prepared for most of the resource sections within the



            2      Programmatic EIS.  This tool will allow users to input



            3      location data associated with proposed transmission



            4      facilities, and then be presented with data showing what



            5      potentially sensitive environmental resources that



            6      facility may interact with.



            7          These resources have been assigned sensitivity



            8      levels from one to three, with three being the highest,



            9      based on input from subject matter experts.  This tool is



           10      intended to be used primarily by developers during the



           11      siting phase of their project to identify the potential



           12      points of environmental impacts and avoid them, when



           13      practical, or prepare mitigation strategies prior to



           14      application submittals.



           15          It can also be used by SEPA lead agencies to



           16      identify potential resources of concern when reviewing



           17      projects.  No further environmental review of anticipated



           18      actual impacts would be needed at the project level.



           19          For both of these online tools, EFSEC Staff is



           20      working with WaTech to finalize various elements and



           21      prepare hosting support on EFSEC's website.  Staff intend



           22      for these tools to be online and accessible to all



           23      interested parties in the near future.



           24          EFSEC Staff are also currently coordinating with



           25      staff in the Department of Ecology to organize a series
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            1      of external engagement sessions with industry and county



            2      planning departments across the state.  The objective of



            3      these sessions is to introduce the Programmatic EISs



            4      recently produced by our two agencies to anticipated



            5      future users.  These sessions will provide an opportunity



            6      to proactively engage the users and to provide guidance



            7      on the expected use of the documents and answer any



            8      questions that may arise.  Are there any questions from



            9      the Council?



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, very much,



           11      Mr. Greene.  I would see if there was any further way you



           12      could characterize when the tools, the online tools would



           13      be available in terms of a couple weeks or two months.  I



           14      think it's nearer term, but if there's any further



           15      clarification.



           16                        MR. GREENE:  I don't have an exact



           17      date, but I would anticipate in the next weeks to a few



           18      months is accurate.



           19                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I don't think I have



           20      anything more definitive than that at this time.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  If it's more than a



           22      few weeks maybe we can have further conversations, you



           23      know, having a little insight from a conversation I had



           24      with Staff several weeks ago now.  It's just I think it's



           25      a tremendous resource for all parties and the public.
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            1      And, obviously, at times we have more experts in the



            2      field, but while applicants may be a natural to use it, I



            3      think a lot of other important both public agencies and a



            4      number of parties that are interested on where should



            5      energy resources go or not go.  Obviously, where we can



            6      use built environments like existing transmission



            7      corridors are important, but at the same time if there



            8      are clearly needs out there this kind of the tool is one



            9      we would hope could be maximized for its benefit before



           10      an application is ever made to EFSEC or even coming into



           11      a pre-application process.  I think that's the vision of



           12      what you have brought forward.  We appreciate it.  I



           13      would note there some functionality that is not included,



           14      as I understand it, in the current tool based on scope



           15      and budget, but it doesn't mean that that platform and



           16      the collective and ultimately public investment in it is



           17      one that I believe can be leveraged, so just want to note



           18      that while we're here.  And with that, I thank my



           19      colleagues on the Council and would ask if there are



           20      other comments or questions.  Councilman Pamplin?



           21                        COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thank you, Mr.



           22      Chair, and, Mr. Greene, congratulations on getting this



           23      across the finish line.  A Programmatic EIS is no small



           24      fete, and really appreciate the kind of forward thinking



           25      that we want to see to inform project applicants of where
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            1      they might site transmission facilities, and this will



            2      echo the Chair's remarks about the utility of the online



            3      tool that you described.  That sounds really cool, so



            4      thank you so much.



            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:   Thank you.  Other



            6      comments or questions from Council?  Okay.  Then we will



            7      move on to the Horse Heaven Wind Farm.  And I'm going to



            8      turn the chair and gavel over to Stacey Brewster from



            9      Utilities and Transportation Commission since I am going



           10      to go ahead and step away for a moment for the Horse



           11      Heaven item.  And with that, Chair Brewster, I will turn



           12      this to you.



           13                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  Do we



           14      have an update from Staff to begin with?



           15                        MS. MOON:  Yes.  Good afternoon,



           16      Acting Chair Stacey Brewster and EFSEC Council members.



           17      Following the Council discussion at the September 17th



           18      Council meeting, Staff prepared a draft resolution to A,



           19      implement the 0.6 mile buffer for the next locations on



           20      which the Preoperational Technical Advisory Group, PTAG,



           21      reached consensus, and B, implement a two-mile buffer for



           22      four nest locations that were identified on a



           23      confidential map.



           24          In coordination with our Assistant Attorney General,



           25      EFSEC issued for public comment draft resolution No. 357,
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            1      titled Horse Heaven Wind Farm site certification



            2      agreement implementation partly approving an partly



            3      denying proposal to construct primary infrastructure



            4      within two miles of documented ferruginous hawk nests.



            5      This was drafted to meet the site certification agreement



            6      referred to as the SCA, Appendix 2, mitigation measure



            7      for special status species 5, the ferruginous hawk, and



            8      we shortened that to Spec 5 when we are casually talking



            9      about it.



           10          The Spec 5 mitigation measure does not allow siting



           11      any wind turbines within a 0.6 mile radius surrounding



           12      ferruginous hawk nests that are A, documented in the



           13      Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife priority



           14      habitat species database on the effective date on the



           15      SCA, or B, identified in the certificate holder's nest



           16      surveys, and/or C, newly established by the species



           17      between the SCA effective date and the time of



           18      construction.



           19          To recap, draft resolution 357 as drafted, approves



           20      the certificate holder's request to site primary



           21      components within 0.6 to two miles of 38 nest locations,



           22      and denies the certificate holder's request to site



           23      turbines within 0.6 to two miles of foreign nest



           24      locations.



           25          The resolution declines to make a decision on two
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            1      nest locations as the SCA didn't authorize the placement



            2      of primary components within one nest area, and the



            3      certificate holder is not requesting approval to site



            4      primary components within two miles of a nest location,



            5      which a pair of ferruginous hawks fledged young in the



            6      spring of 2025.



            7          The draft resolution was issued September 30th, and



            8      the public comment period was opened from that date,



            9      September 30th, 2025 at 10:30 a.m. until October 13th,



           10      2025 at 11:59 p.m.  EFSEC received a total of 56



           11      comments.  The comments included general opposition to



           12      the project and concerns over a wide range of topics that



           13      are outside the scope of resolution 357, including



           14      property values, view scape, light pollution, water



           15      usage, noise, cultural resources, wind reliability,



           16      landscape, misappropriation of funds, EFSEC procedures,



           17      goals of local comprehensive plans, and PTAG meeting



           18      guidelines.



           19          Comments were also received in support of maximum



           20      buffer distances allowed, and support for the PTAG role



           21      and recommendation.



           22          Does the Council have any questions or comments on



           23      the information presented thus far?



           24                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Hearing none.



           25                        MS. MOON:  Okay.  So now I will
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            1      introduce EFSEC State Environmental Policy Act



            2      specialist, Sean Greene, for a report on SEPA comments.



            3                        MR. GREENE:  Thank you, Amy.  This is



            4      Sean Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC.  During the



            5      public comment period for this draft Council resolution,



            6      EFSEC received comments questioning the relationship



            7      between the current advice presented by the



            8      Preoperational Technical Advisory Group or PTAG, and by



            9      EFSEC Staff for the implementation of the Species 5



           10      mitigation measure and the final environmental impact



           11      statement or EIS.  Staff just want to confirm with the



           12      Council and the public that all recommendations being



           13      provided be the PTAG are to support EFSEC's



           14      implementation of existing mitigation measures already



           15      combined in the final EIS and the site certification



           16      agreement or SCA.  There is no new mitigation being



           17      developed.  The PTAG review is technical in nature and is



           18      being done to ensure that Species 5 and other mitigation



           19      measures are implemented as specified within the SCA.



           20          We also received comments indicating a belief that



           21      the current PTAG work on Species 5 would necessitate



           22      EFSEC producing a supplemental EIS.  As outlined in



           23      Washington Administrative Code, Chapter 197-11-405(4)(b),



           24      a supplemental EIS shall be prepared when there are



           25      substantial changes to a proposal so that the proposal is
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            1      likely to have significant adverse environmental impacts,



            2      or there is significant new information related to a



            3      proposal's probable significant adverse environmental



            4      impact.  The work currently being performed by the PTAG



            5      and EFSEC Staff does not meet either of these criteria.



            6      There are no proposed changes to the project at this



            7      time.  The project is being refined in accordance with



            8      the additional excluded areas already provided for by



            9      Species 5 and the SCA and the final EIS.



           10          The outcome of these nest by nest determinations



           11      will not cause the project to expand or contract in any



           12      way that was not already evaluated and anticipated in the



           13      final EIS and the SCA.



           14          The request presented by Scout with technical input



           15      from the PTAG, did not include new field data or survey



           16      information, with the exception of the one new nest



           17      occupied this year, which was a probability anticipated



           18      by the terms of Species 5.  All of the information that



           19      the PTAG has considered regarding nest locations, habitat



           20      availability, foraging ranges and more was included in



           21      EFSEC's environmental review of the project and published



           22      in the final EIS.



           23          What Scout is presenting, and the PTAG is advising



           24      on is a more refined technical interpretation of whether



           25      or not the existing data indicates that ferruginous hawks
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            1      are likely to successfully return to specific nesting



            2      sites.



            3          The decision that is presented to the Council by



            4      Scout's request and the PTAG's advice on that request,



            5      fits within the framework of the existing SEPA analysis



            6      and the site certification agreement and there is no need



            7      for a supplemental EIS at this time.



            8          The Council's decision on Scout's request will not



            9      change the project's design or layout beyond what was



           10      already evaluated and approved.  It is possible, but this



           11      is just speculation at this time, that Scout could



           12      present a request to amend the SCA to change the project



           13      design.  If that were to happen, then EFSEC would have a



           14      proposal before it that would need to be evaluated under



           15      SEPA, possibly by way of a supplemental EIS.



           16          If there are any questions regarding the



           17      relationship between this resolution and SEPA, I can



           18      answer them now, otherwise I will pass things off to our



           19      legal counsel, Jon Thompson, to address some of the other



           20      comments that we received that were more legal in nature.



           21                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  I don't have any



           22      questions.  I don't see any others from Council members.



           23                        MR. THOMPSON:  Again, this is Jon



           24      Thompson, Assistant Attorney General.  I want to address



           25      a couple of legal arguments that were raised in the
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            1      public comments, specifically from Benton County comments



            2      and also, to a degree, the Yakama Nation's comments.



            3          The first was an assertion that the Benton County



            4      Council member that was appointed during review of the



            5      application for site certification should still be



            6      sitting on the Council for this decision.



            7          And the second argument I wanted to address was that



            8      the PTAG meetings should have been conducted under the



            9      Open Public Meetings Act with notice and the opportunity



           10      for the public to attend.



           11          So first to the assertion about the participation of



           12      the Benton County member, which was Ed Brost.  The



           13      EFSEC's authorizing statute provides that when the



           14      Council receives an application to site a facility in a



           15      county, the county has an opportunity to appoint a



           16      representative during the review of an application.  The



           17      statute says that the county Council member shall serve



           18      until there has been a final acceptance or rejection of



           19      the proposed site, but when that occurs is when the



           20      Governor makes a decision either accepting or rejecting,



           21      and in this case accepting -- or approving the



           22      application for site certification and executing the



           23      draft site certification agreement that was presented to



           24      him.  That occurred last October.  And in November, EFSEC



           25      Staff thanked Mr. Brost for his service and let him know
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            1      that he didn't need to attend any further meetings.  His



            2      name hasn't been called on the roll since then.  And



            3      there hadn't been any assertion by Mr. Brost or the



            4      County previously that he should still be sitting on the



            5      Council until comments were submitted by Benton County on



            6      Monday, expressing the opinion that he should be sitting



            7      on the Council still.



            8          The argument that the County makes is that although,



            9      you know, the statute provides for acceptance of the



           10      project by the Governor, in this case they argue that the



           11      Council basically deferred or punted the siting of the



           12      project to the PTAG, at least in part, and therefore



           13      because the final -- in their interpretation, the final



           14      acceptance of the site hasn't occurred and Mr. Brost or



           15      another representative from the County should still be on



           16      the Council.



           17          However, this is really a mischaracterization of



           18      the -- what the SCA provides.  The site is approved by,



           19      you know, how the statute uses those terms.  What we are



           20      now dealing with is an implementation of a mitigation



           21      measure that established this conditional future



           22      protection of ferruginous hawks established these



           23      conditional project setbacks from historic hawk nests,



           24      and it specified how that contingency was to be resolved



           25      by request from the certificate holder with input from
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            1      the PTAG.



            2          And the relevant consideration is whether there is



            3      still a viable nest site or whether there's still viable



            4      habitats surrounding the nests.  That was the information



            5      that was received from PTAG, and it's the implementation



            6      of the mitigation measure rather than siting, rather than



            7      approval of the siting of the facility.  There is no real



            8      basis, in my opinion, to the County's assertion that a



            9      county representative should still be sitting on the



           10      Council for this decision.



           11          Turning to the OPMA argument, this was an argument



           12      that Benton County made in the early objection to the



           13      formation of the PTAG, so we were aware of this argument



           14      from the County; however, based on the language of the



           15      Open Public Meetings Act and the interpretation of it



           16      from the courts, the -- it's my opinion that these



           17      meetings were not required to be conducted under the



           18      OPMA.  The OPMA applies to the meetings of the governing



           19      bodies of government agencies, and it does apply to



           20      committees thereof when the committee acts on behalf of



           21      the governing body, conducts hearings, or takes testimony



           22      or public comment.  The PTAG did not take public



           23      comments.  It didn't conduct hearings.  And it also is



           24      not exercising decisionmaking authority on behalf of the



           25      Council.  What it's doing is providing technical advice
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            1      for the Council's consideration to make a decision on the



            2      certificate holder's request to site a primary structure



            3      within these conditional buffer areas.



            4          So I just wanted to address those two legal topics,



            5      and if you have any questions about that, I'm happy to



            6      answer those.



            7                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  Do we



            8      have any questions from Council members?  I see Mr.



            9      Nelson has raised his hand.  Go ahead, please.



           10                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair



           11      Brewster.  I just wanted to thank Mr. Thompson for



           12      explaining about the requirements, I guess, around Mr.



           13      Brost's participation because that did -- gives me some



           14      concern regarding public comment.  Chair Brewster, would



           15      now be an okay time to address the public comments in



           16      general?



           17                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Do we have anything



           18      else from Staff before?



           19                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I believe Ms. Moon



           20      has further updates about the public comments received.



           21                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Council Member



           22      Nelson, it sounds like we have further updates from Ms.



           23      Moon.



           24                        MS. MOON:  Thank you, Chair Brewster.



           25      Staff are not recommending changes to the draft
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            1      resolution as a result of public comment; however, minor



            2      changes to improve readability and transparency are



            3      proposed.  In addition, some clerical errors were



            4      identified and corrected in the red line version of that



            5      draft, as well as the addition of a clarifying footnote



            6      recommended by legal counsel.



            7          Additionally, on September 29th, Staff received a



            8      corrected facilitator report, that's from the PTAG, in



            9      which a clerical error identifying 45 nests was corrected



           10      to 44 nest locations that were in question.  Staff have



           11      proposed editorial changes throughout the draft



           12      resolution to reflect this correction and the nest



           13      location number.



           14          Staff also proposed an edit to improve readability,



           15      which includes a summary table indicating the number of



           16      nest locations subject to each portion of the Council's



           17      decision.  The summary table presents group identifiers



           18      in the form of alphabetical group A, B, C, and D, for the



           19      nest locations that are discussed within the resolution.



           20          Does the Council have any further questions on that



           21      on anything?



           22                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  I see Council Member



           23      Pamplin you have raised your hand?



           24                        COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thanks, Chair,



           25      and thanks, Ms. Moon.  I appreciate the edits that have
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            1      been made thus far for readability and clarity.  I really



            2      appreciate the table regarding the various groups pinning



            3      the different ferruginous hawk nests.  I think that's



            4      very helpful for the reader of this.



            5          A minor item in the scheme of things, but something



            6      I want to call out because this is a resolution.  There's



            7      several places in the document that references the



            8      priority habitat and species database or PHS, and



            9      sometimes it's listed as PSH, and sometimes it is



           10      referenced as priority species and habitat, for instance,



           11      on the screen that's displayed right now in the first



           12      paragraph under the resolution.



           13          So just ask that as you go through and make the



           14      various edits that we also correct the formal name of the



           15      database as well as the abbreviation.  Thank you.



           16                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Any additional



           17      questions or comments from council?  Council Member



           18      Nelson?



           19                        COUNCILMAN NELSON:  Thank you, Chair



           20      Brewster.  I just wanted to wait until the entirety of



           21      all the information was shared regarding the comments.  I



           22      want to thank everybody who took time to comment.  In at



           23      least three of the comments there was concern about --



           24      well, there was concern about Council members reading the



           25      comments.  I can assure you I read all the comments -- or
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            1      the original application, relevant exhibits.  I have read



            2      every comment, and to that point, a comment I do agree



            3      with this is the three days, two or three days from the



            4      end of the comment period to the voting is a pretty tight



            5      turnaround to read all those comments.  So as my



            6      predecessor Eli would, you know, I would advise something



            7      like a 15-day standard comment period would be great, and



            8      then perhaps a week minimum to review the comments, just



            9      to make sure that people -- folks are completely



           10      satisfied that they have been heard because I do



           11      appreciate every commenter.



           12                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Okay.  Thanks.  And I



           13      appreciate you bringing that up.  I would like to echo



           14      the sentiments.  I do appreciate all the comments made by



           15      folks.  I did take the time to make sure and read



           16      everything, and I appreciate that comment allowing some



           17      more time for review of the comments.  Moving forward we



           18      can work to increase our time for review.



           19          Do we have any other questions or comments from



           20      Council members?  Hearing none, Ms. Moon, thank you.



           21                        MS. MOON:  Thank you, Council, for



           22      your input and discussion and helpful comments.



           23          I would now request that -- or I would like to



           24      request, if the Council may, to vote to adopt Resolution



           25      357 as amended.
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            1                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Okay.  Well, so that



            2      brings us to the opportunity for consideration of



            3      Resolution No. 357, partly approving and partly denying a



            4      proposal to construct primary infrastructures within two



            5      miles of documented ferruginous hawk nests.  We have



            6      reviewed the draft and the amended draft, and is there a



            7      motion to adopt Resolution 357?  Council Member, Pamplin?



            8                        COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thank you, Ma'am



            9      Chair, I move that the Council adopt Resolution No. 357



           10      as amended by Staff, and including the edits that were



           11      discussed today.  Thank you.



           12                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you.  Do we



           13      have a second?



           14                        MR. NELSON:  Second.



           15                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Thank you, Mr.



           16      Nelson.



           17          It has been moved and seconded that the Council



           18      adopt Resolution 357 as amended and discussed by Staff



           19      today.  Is there any discussion?  Okay.



           20          I will say that I appreciate, again, the very



           21      detailed and specific information presented by the PTAG



           22      and incorporated into the resolution.  I feel the



           23      recommendations by Staff are appropriate and provide the



           24      maximum protection for the designated nests that should



           25      take the .6 to two mile radius.
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            1          Do we have any other comments?  I will hear those



            2      now.  Hearing none, we can go ahead and vote.  All those



            3      in favor please say aye.



            4                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



            5                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  And that was an aye



            6      from me as well.  Do we have any opposed?  Hearing none,



            7      the resolution is adopted.



            8          Was there further updates from Staff, Ms. Moon?



            9                        MS. MOON:  Yes, thank you.  I have one



           10      more Horse Heaven update.  I want to let the Council know



           11      that Staff are currently reviewing wildlife survey plans



           12      as required in the site certification agreement as part



           13      of the mitigation efforts.  The plans discussed and



           14      reviewed by the PTAG currently and EFSEC review are for



           15      mitigation measures, Spec 1, which is for the striped



           16      whip snake; Spec 4, burrowing owl; Spec 8, the prairie



           17      falcon; Spec 10, the flat tailed jack rabbit and white



           18      tailed jack rabbit; Spec 12, the Townsend's ground



           19      squirrel; and Wild 10, the pre-construction bat



           20      monitoring plan.



           21          These plan reviews are essential for initiating time



           22      sensitive surveys, and EFSEC anticipates more PTAG



           23      submittals to meet the mitigation measure requirements in



           24      the SCA in the near future.



           25          Does the Council have any questions on that last
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            1      update?



            2                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Any further questions



            3      from Council members?  Hearing none.  Thank you, very



            4      much.



            5                        MS. MOON:  You are welcome.



            6                        CHAIR BREWSTER:  Chair Beckett.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council



            8      Member Brewster.



            9          So we will have our next item, which is a



           10      presentation by Maria Belkina with EFSEC Staff.  And I



           11      believe we may have another outside guest to present



           12      further details on the Cascade Renewables Transmission



           13      application.



           14                        MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair Becket



           15      and Council members.  For the record, my name is Maria



           16      Belkina, siting specialist assigned to and reporting on



           17      the Cascade Renewable Transmission project.



           18          On Monday, October 6, 2025, Cascade Renewable



           19      Transmission, LLC, submitted a formal application for



           20      site certification to the Council for a high-voltage



           21      direct current transmission line to be located within the



           22      bed of the Columbia River and along the shores of



           23      Klickitat, Skamania, and Clark counties.  The project



           24      also includes approximately seven miles of upland



           25      trenching in Skamania County.
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            1          The project previously underwent pre-application



            2      review as required by RCW 50.50.308.  EFSEC has now begun



            3      its formal review process and is coordinating efforts



            4      with the Oregon Energy Facility Siting Council, the US



            5      Army Corps of Engineers, our consultant, and contracted



            6      state agencies.  The application is currently being



            7      reviewed for completeness and compliance with EFSEC's



            8      statutes and rule.  Public informational meetings and



            9      land use consistency hearings will be scheduled within



           10      the three counties within 60 days.



           11          Additionally, EFSEC is finalizing a memorandum of



           12      understanding with Oregon to coordinate environmental



           13      review and permitting efforts.



           14          Thank you.  I would be happy to answer any



           15      questions.  The applicant is also on the line to provide



           16      a brief introduction.



           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank you



           18      Ms. Belkina.



           19          And, I'm sorry, could we have our outside project



           20      participant please state your name for the record and



           21      with that you are welcome to continue with your



           22      presentation.



           23                        MR. HOCKER:  Thank you.  My name is



           24      Chris Hocker.  I'm with Cascade Renewables Transmission,



           25      LLC.  And on behalf of the applicant, I want to thank the
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            1      Council for your time and attention.  I will try to be



            2      brief.  I know that my time is limited, so I will not



            3      take up too much of it.  I appreciate the opportunity for



            4      a very brief presentation.  Maria, are you running the



            5      slide?



            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Mr. Hocker, our Staff



            7      will advance it for you.



            8                        MR. HOCKER:  Thank you.  So this will



            9      just give you sort of an idea of what the project is, why



           10      we are doing it and what the current status is.



           11          The project as shown on this slide runs from The



           12      Dalles, Oregon, the big heavy substation of BPA, east to



           13      west along the Columbia River.  It will be buried in the



           14      sediment of the Columbia River about ten feet deep.  It



           15      will exit the river to bypass the Bonneville Dam.  That's



           16      the yellow part of the map shown.  It well reenter the



           17      Columbia River down to Hayden Island, and then proceed



           18      via burial on land to a converter station, and ultimately



           19      interconnect to the Harborton substation, which is owned



           20      by Portland General Electric.



           21          The facility would carry approximately 1100



           22      megawatts of energy that's generated east of the Cascades



           23      to customers west of the Cascades.



           24          Next slide, please.  This is sort of a zoom in on



           25      the part of the project that effects, on land, Washington
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            1      state.  The project would exit the river in Stevenson,



            2      would primarily use State Route 14.  Everything would be



            3      buried.  There would be no visual impact at all.  It



            4      would use State Route 14 before coming over around the



            5      Bonneville Dam and reentering the river south of the -- I



            6      should say west of the Bonneville Dam as shown.  The



            7      entrance and exit from the river would be accomplished by



            8      horizontal directional drilling.  So, again, there would



            9      be no visual impact on the land in Washington.



           10          Next slide, please.  Can I get the next slide?



           11      There we go.  So why are we doing this?  I think it's



           12      been pretty well established that there's an urgent need



           13      for transmission, new transmission in the Pacific



           14      Northwest.  I won't belabor all of the information that



           15      has been publicly available except to say that there's a



           16      number of factors that contribute to this constraint on



           17      the transmission grid.  And one of the underlying factors



           18      in looking at a project like this is the passage of the



           19      CETA legislation in Washington, and similar legislation



           20      in Oregon, which moves both states in the direction of



           21      one hundred percent clean energy, and there are interim



           22      goals that were set in those pieces of legislation.



           23          So since virtually all of the major scale utility



           24      renewable generation is located east of the Cascades,



           25      there simply is not enough existing transmission to move
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            1      that renewable energy, clean energy over the Cascades to



            2      the west where the load centers are.



            3          Next slide, please.  So this slide may not be



            4      intuitive to understand immediately, but basically what



            5      it's saying is that this is the current transmission



            6      system.  Most of the flows, the major flows, go from east



            7      to west as is shown by these sort of blue semicircles.



            8          There are a number of proposals by BPA and others



            9      for transmission upgrades.  Those are sort of indicated



           10      by the oval as circled there.  All of those upgrades will



           11      be needed.  None of them have progressed to permitting



           12      stage.  They are in the early study phase.  So even under



           13      BPA's analysis, the first of those upgrades may be done



           14      in the early 2030s, so there is a real constraint and a



           15      real time constraint in getting new transmission across.



           16          If you look at the green, sort of a bright green



           17      line, that's us.  That's the Cascade project, and it's



           18      intended to help alleviate the transmission constraints



           19      by going directly -- really past Portland and to the



           20      north/south corridor that you see sort of those purple



           21      lines.  So by getting to the north/south corridor west of



           22      Portland, that helps relieve the north/south constraints,



           23      including limitations on what can get up to the load



           24      centers in the state of Washington.



           25          So I'm going to sort of address really quickly the
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            1      idea that this is simply something to serve the city of



            2      Portland or the state of Oregon, it's not.  It is a



            3      system oriented partial solution to the very serious



            4      transmission constraints that exist.  And it will help



            5      with the 1100 megawatts of new transmission capacity to



            6      alleviate not just the east/west constraints but also the



            7      north/south constrains.  And it can do so before the BPA



            8      and other transmission upgrades can be accomplished.



            9          Next slide, please.  Very quickly, who are we?  I'm



           10      with a company called Power Bridge.  We have developed,



           11      financed, permitted, and built two comparable projects on



           12      the East Coast between New York and New Jersey.  They



           13      have been in operation respectively since 2007 and 2013.



           14      They are both underwater and underground transmission



           15      projects that are comparable to this one.



           16          We are the lead developer for Cascade Renewables.



           17      Our partners include Sun2o, which is an experienced



           18      renewables developer, and also NextEra Energy



           19      Transmission, which is the leading publicly traded



           20      utility and renewables developer.  And it also owns and



           21      operates an underwater, underground transmission project



           22      comparable to this one that currently runs under San



           23      Francisco Bay, and has been operating since 2010.



           24          Next slide, please.  So I won't belabor this one.



           25      There's already been some public attention shown on this
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            1      project for all the reasons stated.  Meeting of renewable



            2      energy goals, helping to relieve transmission



            3      constraints, and improving resilience and safety of the



            4      grid by going underwater and underground.



            5          Next slide, please.  Very quickly, this is what the



            6      underwater cable looks like.  If you look at the



            7      right-hand corner, this would be a bundle of two cables



            8      that are less than six inches in diameter.  That is shown



            9      on the left-hand photo.  That is the actual installation



           10      of one of our projects here.  It's called the Neptune



           11      project.  And two cables about a foot in diameter are



           12      bundled together with fiber optic cable and so the impact



           13      to the river is minimal.



           14          And I will show you on the next slide, if I have the



           15      next slide.  It's installed using a technology called a



           16      hydroplow.  The cable is laid off the back of a vessel



           17      into a hydroplow that executes a narrow trench by



           18      fluidizing the sediment in the river.  The cable is



           19      simultaneously laid into the trench to the required



           20      depth.  In this case it will be around ten feet.  About



           21      75 percent of the sediment is fluidized and it settles



           22      back down into the trench.  The impact to the river, as a



           23      whole, is very minimal and it's temporary during the



           24      construction period.



           25          Next slide, please.  So where are we?  As Maria





                                                                           53

�







            1      indicated, we have filed our application and that is



            2      currently under review.  That's only been in the last



            3      week or so.  There's a comparable siting certificate



            4      application that will be filed hopefully by the end of



            5      this month with the Oregon Energy Facility Siting



            6      Council.  We also are under the jurisdiction of the US



            7      Army Corps of Engineers, with two major permits, Section



            8      408 and Section 404, and we have been -- we have filed



            9      the 404 and the 408 and are proceeding with the Army



           10      Corps.



           11          And we have done a lot to encourage coordination



           12      among the various agencies, state and federal, to assure



           13      that everyone sort of is on the same page in terms of



           14      what the project is, what it does, and just as important



           15      as anything, what the potential impacts might be or might



           16      not be.  So we have held a number of coordination



           17      meetings with the agencies and with the tribes, and we



           18      will continue to do so.



           19          I know that the Corps of Engineers and Washington



           20      EFSEC and Oregon EFSEC have been in communication on a



           21      pretty much regular basis, again, to assure that a



           22      project which is complex and involves a lot of different



           23      jurisdictions can be evaluated on a -- not on an



           24      expedited, but a coordinated basis so that it minimizes,



           25      you know, confusion and misunderstanding.  We have done
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            1      everything we could to encourage that and I know that,



            2      and I know agencies have been very receptive to that.



            3          Next and final slide.  In addition to helping to



            4      meet the renewable energy goals, clean energy goals, and



            5      to help relieve transmission constraints, a project like



            6      this does have additional benefits.  There will be a



            7      member of construction jobs.  There will certainly be



            8      property tax benefits to the affected jurisdictions.



            9      There will be partnerships to encourage workforce



           10      training and education.  And we are entirely open and



           11      have been in conversation with tribes and stakeholders to



           12      look at partnerships to essentially leave the river and



           13      the surrounding area better off than when we started.



           14          So with that, that is my hopefully brief



           15      presentation, and I appreciate the time.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Mr. Hocker.



           17      Appreciate the presentation.  I think it's very clear and



           18      helpful.  That's my perspective on what I have seen here



           19      for the first time today.  Are there other comments or



           20      questions from Council members?  None at this time it



           21      seems, but if anyone changes your mind, raise your hand.



           22      I will keep an eye out for EFSEC Staff.   Were there



           23      other comments that Staff wanted to add, Ms. Belkina?



           24      Ms. Hafkemeyer?



           25                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you, Chair





                                                                           55

�







            1      Beckett.  This is Ami Hafkemeyer.  For the record, I just



            2      wanted to reiterate that Staff will be reaching out to



            3      schedule the informational meetings and land use hearings



            4      for each of the counties and getting availability for



            5      Council members.  And once the details of those meetings



            6      are available, they will be noticed for the communities



            7      to be able to attend.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for noting



            9      that early.  And let me ad a further word to it, just for



           10      the benefit of the public and transparency.  Ultimately,



           11      what that translates as we will have public meetings in



           12      three counties on the Columbia River sometime here in the



           13      November, early December timeframe.  So for those of you



           14      who wish to participate, let me just make it plain and



           15      simple we will be down on the river sooner rather than



           16      later as part of our commitment not only to being out in



           17      the community.  Obviously, it's also a statutory



           18      requirement, which we will fully comply with, but the



           19      motivation is one, to me, that reflects the work of EFSEC



           20      for a long time.



           21          With that, last call for comments or questions?



           22      Certainly more work ahead, and the Council will take its



           23      appropriate steps in terms of objectivity and review as



           24      we go, and look forward to kicking off that important



           25      first public step, in addition to today's presentation,
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            1      so thank you.



            2          Moving on to our other items for the day.  First we



            3      will start with Sonia Bumpus, our Director, on cost



            4      allocations.  And let me just note that when you are



            5      finished with that we will move on the changes of the



            6      public comment period, unless there's questions with



            7      regard to our cost allocations.  So I will turn this over



            8      to you, Sonia, to cover your items?



            9                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  This is



           10      Sonia Bumpus.  Thank you, Chair Beckett and Council



           11      members.  Good afternoon.  For the update on the



           12      nondirect cost allocations these are the percentages for



           13      second quarter fiscal year 2026 covering October 1, 2025



           14      to December 31, 2025.  And I will just note that one of



           15      the changes to the cost allocations since you saw it last



           16      is that we've added the Cascade Renewable Transmission



           17      project, which you just heard an introduction on.



           18          So we have Columbia Generating Station at 20



           19      percent.  Horse Heaven, ten percent.  Cascade Renewable,



           20      eight percent.  Chehalis, six percent.  Grays Harbor 1/2,



           21      six percent.  Carriger Solar, six percent.  Goldeneye,



           22      five percent.  Wallula Gap, five percent.  Columbia



           23      Solar, four percent.  Ostrea, four percent.  Goose



           24      Prairie, four percent.  Hop Hill, four percent.  Kittitas



           25      Valley, four percent.  Wild Horse, four percent.
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            1      Wautoma, three percent.  WNP 1, three percent.  Badger



            2      Mountain, two percent.  High Top, two percent.  That



            3      concludes my update on the nondirect cost allocation.  If



            4      there aren't any questions, I will go ahead and proceed



            5      with update for the Council about some of the changes



            6      that EFSEC Staff are working on with respect to our



            7      public comment process.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I don't see any hands



            9      raised on the first item, so please proceed.



           10                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  Thank you.  So this



           11      is an opportunity here to just update the Council on some



           12      of the things that Staff have identified as changes to



           13      how we conduct our public comment process.  I will just



           14      go over the Open Public Meetings Act here briefly.  It



           15      was amended in 2022.  So under the Open Public Meetings



           16      Act, or referred to as OPMA, EFSEC is required to give



           17      the public an opportunity to comment before the Council



           18      takes a final action on any measures that the OPMA



           19      defines as final actions.



           20          So this is a collective positive or negative



           21      decision or an actual vote by a majority of members of a



           22      government body when sitting as a body or entity upon a



           23      motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance.



           24          And so as this Council knows and as we talked about



           25      in the context of holding public comment periods, the
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            1      nature of our work is such that the Council has a wide



            2      range of issues that you are making decisions on or



            3      taking final action, and it includes finalizing and



            4      producing documents that capture these decisions,



            5      recommendations to the Governor, including the draft site



            6      certification agreement, various Council orders, other



            7      decisions related to land use decision and our



            8      adjudicative process, and the issuance of air and water



            9      permits, which are required for our facility operations.



           10          So we have identified a number of things that we



           11      needed to improve.  The one being, you know, the



           12      consistency in conducting public comments under the OPMA



           13      on documents like the ones I just mentioned, so having



           14      consistency there.  The outreach that's involved where we



           15      are communicating to the public and others about the



           16      public comment period that we are going to hold, and what



           17      that's about, being clear about that and giving notice



           18      early, as early as possible so that people know that that



           19      public comment opportunity is coming.



           20          And then, of course, being clear about what the



           21      decision is about, what the documents are that are



           22      related to that public comment.  One of the things that



           23      we also had identified and Council Member Nelson and



           24      Council Member Brewster both mentioned this earlier is



           25      that we also have instances where there's not very much
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            1      time after the comment period is concluded to review



            2      comments and figure out how to respond to them.  And so I



            3      will tell you right now before I get into some of these



            4      changes -- a few of the changes we have made so far that



            5      we are still talking about that.  We are still trying to



            6      set what we think should be sort of the minimum, but I



            7      think we are looking at something like a week, where we



            8      want to give ourselves a full week to give time to review



            9      comments, digest those, and consult with legal counsel



           10      and others about what we need to do, so we are still



           11      working on that.  So stay tuned on that one.



           12          But a couple things I did want to share in this



           13      update is the first thing we did was we committed to



           14      ensuring that documents that are going to be considered



           15      by the Council for a final vote are published with a



           16      minimum 14-day public comment period, unless we determine



           17      that there's some unique reason that it should be shorter



           18      or longer in duration.



           19          There are also may be cases where there's a public



           20      comment period that's already mandated by regulation, and



           21      so, of course, in those instances that is what we would



           22      follow, but for public comment under the OPMA we are



           23      going to commit to a 14-day public comment period.  And



           24      as I mentioned a while ago, I think that we are going to



           25      be looking at giving ourselves about a week minimum to
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            1      look at comments and have that turnaround time.



            2          A couple of the other updates I have have to do with



            3      our website.  We launched a new website earlier this



            4      year, and with the launch of that website we have already



            5      made some changes to it where we are prominently



            6      displaying upcoming items that are coming before the



            7      Council.  Those changes have already been made on the



            8      website, but there are a number of others.



            9          We are also working out -- still working out



           10      glitches, but we have been able to use the features of



           11      our new website to link the public comment campaigns to



           12      the actual associated documents, so that's helping with



           13      the navigation and finding the documents that are



           14      associated with those public comment periods.  With our



           15      prior website, the functionality was a little bit



           16      different, and with the new design we have got better



           17      capabilities there.



           18          We are also working on a few other things related to



           19      this, which have to do with the wording on the website,



           20      but also the wording in our public notifications.  So,



           21      for instance, when we send notifications out about



           22      Council activities and actions, public comment periods



           23      through GovDelivery, we are working to sort of plain talk



           24      and more succinctly explain what we are doing as part of



           25      that notification.  So that is going -- that's an update
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            1      to our Council notifications.  It's going to transfer



            2      over to also the website, making sure that we are being



            3      succinct and really kind of getting to the point, if you



            4      will, about here's what's going on.  Here's what we have



            5      got in front of us.  Here's the document you need to look



            6      at, and here is how you can comment.



            7          One of the other things that is also related that is



            8      still in the works, I think we will need a little more



            9      time to work out the details, but we are also working to



           10      develop a multi month public calendar that will post on



           11      our website.  The idea here is that we have got -- we



           12      have got a calendar up there that people can access that



           13      will tell them what's going on at the upcoming Council



           14      meeting, but also what we are anticipating, sort of a



           15      tentative schedule for what's coming to the Council the



           16      following meeting.  And we are internally discussing how



           17      far out we want to forecast and provide a useful



           18      forecast.  Because, of course, if we try to forecast out



           19      too far it just becomes very tentative and it's not very



           20      useful.  We don't want that.  So we are looking at



           21      focusing right now on the current upcoming meeting,



           22      what's coming up, and then the following meeting, and



           23      then just noting that this is our tentative agenda, so we



           24      are working on this calendar.



           25          And, as I said, you know, we are going to be
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            1      communicating this information on our website, so a



            2      minimum 14-day comment period that we are making a



            3      commitment to do that, and then also we need to add the



            4      turnaround time.



            5          One last comment I will make, I don't know if



            6      there's any questions, but I think that one of the things



            7      that's going to be really great about these changes that



            8      we are making, it's not just for consistency and clarity,



            9      and I think that's going to help with engagement with the



           10      public, but I think it's going to help inform the project



           11      schedules.



           12          We talked a long time here at EFSEC about sharing



           13      major milestones for projects that we have before us.



           14      There's a lot of steps to our process.  We would -- we



           15      have, for a long time, wanted to be able to share project



           16      schedules and share those milestones so people can plan



           17      and prepare to engage the Council members, all of us.



           18      It's difficult when you don't have all of those standard



           19      timelines in place.  So I think by creating these side



           20      boards around this process we are going to have the



           21      ability to provide more information about key milestones



           22      for the projects that are before us.  That concludes my



           23      update on public comments.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  That's a



           25      very good update.  I expect that will be reflected
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            1      potentially in a couple comments here.  Let me just make



            2      a brief one and then I will turn to other Council members



            3      for their comments and questions.



            4          I want to thank you, Director Bumpus, as well as all



            5      the Staff for ultimately supporting, you know, the



            6      internal changes that I don't think are new to EFSEC, but



            7      certainly there's been focus on that, and certainly one



            8      that I have advocated for and appreciate, you know, here



            9      it is on full display, including the new website.  That



           10      certainly -- I think we all appreciate it.  And I want to



           11      recognize it started long before I became the new Chair,



           12      and so celebrate that earlier work as well as the more



           13      recent and ongoing work.



           14          I just want to acknowledge that while it's always



           15      been a part of your work, I think it's a further focus in



           16      taking that on, and all the challenges that come with



           17      projects that have long been in EFSEC's file, if you



           18      will, like Horse Heaven.  Obviously, there's a new



           19      application on a small modular reactor, and that's not a



           20      small issue on any day, if not generationally for all of



           21      us in Washington, no matter where that lands in terms of



           22      decisions.  Just the process alone on that project is



           23      significant.  And I think the project we just heard on



           24      transmission being considered around the Columbia River,



           25      you know, again, just that alone is a significant impact
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            1      to the agency.  I just want to recognize that, as well as



            2      Council members who have -- feel that impact too, but



            3      obviously the Staff, as well as our outside partners and



            4      sometimes contractors get swept into that, and so I just



            5      want to acknowledge that work and encourage whatever we



            6      can do to continue it.



            7          Ultimately, 14-day comment periods, which I'm



            8      committed to, and review periods, they don't make time



            9      certain outcomes easier.  And for those that want to know



           10      that EFSEC has statutory mandates, and I don't think we



           11      have quite achieved that year turnaround on our projects,



           12      which I don't know if that was a realistic objective with



           13      respect to the legislature back in 1970, but nonetheless,



           14      I think there's a theme there that we should maintain,



           15      but how to balance that and all the complexities of these



           16      individual projects is hard work, and so thanks for



           17      letting me share that.  I will turn it to my fellow



           18      Council members who has a question or comment.  Maybe I



           19      made enough for all of you.  It looks that way.



           20          Okay.  So with that, let's move on to the update on



           21      the delegation of authority and Ami Hafkemeyer will



           22      provide that update.



           23                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you.  I had a



           24      brief update for you on the delegation of authority



           25      Policy 16-01 that was approved by the Council on June
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            1      25th of this year.  On August 15th, the Yakama Nation



            2      filed a petition for judicial review with the Yakama



            3      County Superior Court.  Friends of the Columbia Gorge and



            4      Tri-Cities CARES, also filed a petition with the Clark



            5      County Superior Court.  Staff will be recommending



            6      additional clarifying language be added to the policy to



            7      make more transparent EFSEC's practices around



            8      pre-construction and preoperational plan reviews.  Staff



            9      plan to prepare these edits and post the track changes



           10      version of the policy on October 27th, for a two-week



           11      public comment period ahead of the November 19th Council



           12      meeting.  Are there any questions?



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I would just say thank



           14      you for leading out as to what was described on the prior



           15      item, as well as those dates were provided here today on



           16      is 15th of October and so appreciate that.



           17          Other comments or questions on the delegation of



           18      authority by the Council?  Seeing and hearing none, we



           19      will move on to rules discussion and CR-101 action by the



           20      Council, which I trust Lisa McLean will further explain



           21      that term.



           22                        MS. MCLEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.



           23      For the record, Lisa McLean, Legislative and Policy



           24      Manager and Tribal liaison for EFSEC.  I wanted to



           25      provide you all and the public with an update about our
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            1      upcoming plans on rulemaking.



            2          As background, last year -- in May, we completed a



            3      yearlong housekeeping rulemaking process.  That



            4      initiative involved a thorough review of all chapters of



            5      Title 463 WAC.  That's the section of the Washington



            6      Administrative Code that relates to our rules.  The



            7      changes that were introduced at that time were aimed at



            8      aligning EFSEC's rules with its statute as it was amended



            9      in 2022, as well as aligning it to other important



           10      statutes, such as the Public Records Act, the



           11      Environmental Health Law Reorganization Act, an other



           12      laws that had changed in the last 20 years since we had



           13      done such a major overhaul.



           14          With that update down, we are done.  We are now



           15      digging down into the rules to ensure that all of the



           16      rules have the appropriate level of, and accurate



           17      guidance as to formal and informal procedures that EFSEC



           18      uses to implement its statute.  We have identified a few



           19      chapters that we believe could benefit amendment in order



           20      to clarify the procedures and practices of the Council.



           21          And those chapters include Chapter 463-30 WAC, which



           22      is about the adjudicative proceedings.  We are looking to



           23      clarify expectations about that process, to clarify -- to



           24      bring it up to date with the current technology, and to



           25      make it clear how the proceedings are rolled up into a
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            1      complete record of decisionmaking that becomes the part



            2      of recommendations to the Governor.  So those are some of



            3      the changes that we are going to seek to pursue with



            4      amending that WAC.



            5          The second WAC that we are looking to amend is



            6      Chapter 463-60 on application.  We would like to see if



            7      we can provide guidance on the value and the process of



            8      pre-application.



            9          And then the third one is Chapter 463-72, which is



           10      about site restoration and preservation.  We feel the



           11      need to clarify important details on the financial



           12      assurance process.



           13          So we plan to initiate rulemaking by filing -- by



           14      submitting this month a pre-notice inquiry, which is



           15      commonly referred to as a CR-101.  The filing of that



           16      form with the Code Reviser's Office and its publication



           17      in the Washington Register will begin a process of public



           18      and tribal engagement to develop and adopt amended



           19      language.  We suspect this process to take anywhere from



           20      sixth months to one year.  Are there any questions?



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



           22      update.  And, again, I think a lot of the theme here



           23      today on those evolutions that have, in some cases, been



           24      underway for a long time and some more recent.  I



           25      appreciate that update.
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            1          Are there other questions or comments from the



            2      Council for Lisa Mclean?  Okay.  Well, obviously, more of



            3      a heads up of things to come.  For some I know there's



            4      been more focus perhaps that any party might expect on



            5      some of those matters, and so certainly we welcome that



            6      proactive engagement before we get into the specific



            7      work.



            8          If there are other outside parties that have



            9      questions in the interim or want to make contact with us,



           10      we certainly welcome and encourage early questions or



           11      thoughts about those matters that Lisa just described.



           12          Director Bumpus, I don't think there are other



           13      items.  Let me check with you in case anything pops up.



           14                        DIRECTOR BUMPUS:  I don't have



           15      anything.  Thank you.  I actually hope I'm done.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.  Are there



           17      other closing comments from Council, and I see Councilman



           18      Pamplin has his hand up.



           19                        COUNCILMAN PAMPLIN:  Thanks, Mr.



           20      Chair.  And just as we are wrapping up, I just wanted to



           21      see if there was opportunity here to request some time,



           22      and I look to you and Director Bumpus, perhaps at the



           23      November or December Council meeting where we schedule



           24      some time under the kind of the other business section of



           25      our agenda to discuss some of our other processes.  A
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            1      couple of the areas that I would like to flag and I



            2      realize that we are late on time now, but just the kind



            3      of categories of process ideas that I would like to



            4      deliberate with the Council, one is whether it is



            5      required to ask project proponents to attend the EFSEC



            6      monthly meetings to provide updates when there are no



            7      nonroutine issues to report.  I would like to understand



            8      if there's another to receive those updates where we



            9      don't ask about a dozen people to call in unless there's



           10      some sort of a regulatory requirement that I'm not aware



           11      of for the project proponents to give those updates.



           12          Second, is to consider occasionally inviting



           13      presentations from other agencies, such as an update on



           14      programmatic EISs being pursued by Ecology or perhaps our



           15      regional energy demand forecast and an update relevant to



           16      our status as a state in meeting our state's clean energy



           17      goals, or even the Department of Fish and Wildlife's new



           18      wind and solar energy guidelines.



           19          I think this would be pretty minimal work on EFSEC



           20      Staff, as we are asking others to come in and brief us



           21      with short presentations, if that information is germane



           22      to the work that we do at EFSEC and provides context for



           23      a number of decisions we make on the Council.



           24          I would also recommend that we schedule those when



           25      you have the new year at a glance where we don't lengthy
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            1      Council agenda items that we are spending time on



            2      deliberations, but we had those on meetings where it's



            3      not quite as busy.



            4          And then finally, another process idea I would like



            5      to discuss with the Council is sometimes when we make



            6      motion language or make motions, I should say, it's



            7      important that we use very precise language with specific



            8      times or specific legal actions.  It would be helpful to



            9      have that draft motion language as a member of the



           10      Council.  I don't know if there's a way that we could



           11      include that, for instance, on the summary sheet for the



           12      project, which also signals to the public are monitoring



           13      EFSEC's deliberations on what the Council's Staff



           14      recommendation is, and then as needed we can edit that



           15      motion language on the fly.  It's helpful, I find, for



           16      other intergovernmental forms to have that language in



           17      advance of the meeting.



           18          So I offer those as just future ideas for a future



           19      discussion, hopefully later this fall, of some other



           20      process improvements that I hope to work with you all on,



           21      and I'm happy to work with the Director, or you, Mr.



           22      Chairman, to flesh those ideas out for further



           23      discussion.  Thank you.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Councilman



           25      Pamplin.  I think those are welcome suggestions.
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            1      Obviously, the execution of them is always part of the



            2      detail on top of some of the other demands we have



            3      discussed here today, but I think they are important



            4      opportunities, and some of which, I know, have been



            5      discussed in perhaps years past, in terms of like the



            6      regular cadence of the meeting.  I am mindful of people's



            7      time and resource, you know, for that kind of routine.  I



            8      think more to come on all of those and I really



            9      appreciate you putting those forward more formally here



           10      in an appropriate shared environment, including with out



           11      two new Council members as well here today.



           12          Were there other comments or questions from the



           13      Council?  Okay.  Well, soon we will gavel this out, and



           14      Councilman Ryan and Councilman Nelson, you can chalk up



           15      your first EFSEC Council meetings, so congratulations.



           16      And with that, at 3:13 we are adjourned.



           17



           18                   (Proceedings concluded at 3:13 p.m.)
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            1      STATE OF WASHINGTON )    I, Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR,

                                       ) ss a certified court reporter

            2      County of Pierce    )    in the State of Washington, do

                                            hereby certify:

            3



            4

                        That the foregoing Monthly Meeting of the Washington

            5      State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was

                   conducted in my presence and adjourned on October 15,

            6      2025, and thereafter was transcribed under my direction;

                   that the transcript is a full, true and complete

            7      transcript of the said meeting, transcribed to the best

                   of my ability;

            8

                        That I am not a relative, employee, attorney, or

            9      counsel of any party to this matter or relative or

                   employee of any such attorney or counsel, and that I am

           10      not financially interested in the said matter or the

                   outcome thereof;

           11

                        IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my signature

           12      on October 29, 2025.
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           16                               ________________________________

                                            /s/Christy Sheppard, CCR, RPR

           17                               Certified Court Reporter No. 1932

                                            (Certification expires 05/06/26.)
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