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The Columbia River has been used for shipping for a very long time and | am sure
that the sediments contain some very bad stuff. Factories have discharged waste
into it as well. Lately, we've gone to some of the Bradford Island Restoration
Advisory Board Meetings. Although the pipeline will skirt that area, the toxic
sediments from it have spread over the years and they are still doing some
downstream testing to determine where toxins exist today.

| fear that the machine to be used in this project, the hydroplow, will stir up at least
some sediments. Even it they are not toxic themselves, they cannot be good for
resident fish or the benthic dwellers in the area. | understand that the currents under
the Columbia’s surface in some areas are very strong and my fear is that some
sediments will be swept downstream having an impact on migratory fish as well.
Salmon need clear, cool water to survive. They say the heat from the pipeline will be
dissipated in the soil around it, but, if it isn’t, the effect on the fish will be harmful. We
certainly owe it to the folks holding the treaty rights to fish in this river to keep it as
healthy as we possibly can.

When the pipeline is finally retired, will it be removed from the river with all the
attendant disturbance or left in place?

In addition to the physical impacts on the river, | feel we need to be absolutely sure
that the power from a venture like this be renewable power from wind or solar.
Further, | do not feel it is on us to supply power to data centers which don’t seem to
be doing much to come up with their own. At the very least, they should have solar
panels on their large roofs before they qualify for anything else.

Thank you for coming all the way to Washougal for the meeting this evening and for
giving us the opportunity to comment. | can certainly see the problem of energy
transmission, but | have reservations about this project.

Diana Gordon tndgardens@comcast.net

642 | Street 360-835-7748

Washougal, WA 98671 November 17, 2025



mailto:tndgardens@comcast.net
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:tndgardens@comcast.net

