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Hello,
My name is Joel Battistoni.  I am a resident of Stevenson, WA and was present at the
public information meeting on 11/18 on the Cascade Renewable Transmission project.  I
am submitting this via email as it was stated at the meeting that there is the ability to
provide comment on projects after the meeting had ended.
 
Bottom line up front is that I am very supportive of improving the ability of our State (and
Oregon) to transition from fossil fuels to renewable generation as quickly as possible,
and I see the potential in this project to work towards that goal by taking advantage of
the wind and solar potential on the East side.  I recall an anecdote from several years
ago where rainfall and melt in the Columbia basin meant that windmill generation was
curtailed because there was not enough transmission capacity when combined with the
extent of power from the dams.  I don’t recall if they were paid for not generating, or if
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they just lost out on income, but this certainly is inefficient and seriously impacts the
investment potential in renewable generation where there is abundant potential and
space available.
 
I also want to note that there are serious concerns about the safety of the residents,
guests and ecological resources within our County.  The Gorge is many things to many
people, including a home.  Due to its unique geological configuration, it is a natural
transit path for utilities, road and rail networks.  Much of this commerce, fuels, and
energy passes through the Gorge with little to no service or revenue for the residents
here, but benefits the surrounding States and regional population centers.  Many of
these transits introduce risk to the communities and natural resources through risk of
pollution, fire, or other hazards, noting that due to small, dispersed populations - we
have limited capacity to respond when emergencies occur.
 
I do not speak for the Department, but I am a volunteer firefighter in Stevenson and given
this narrow view I wanted to point out that there are no paid firefighters in the county,
with volunteers responding from our homes to the stations upon dispatch – meaning
tens of minutes for the response time, especially over large distances and dispersed
population centers.  This also means that the local tax base is responsible for funding
the training and equipment available to first responders when problems occur from any
transmission/transport of energy by road, pipe, wire or railcar.  We also have large
forested areas and strong winds that can escalate an emergency rapidly beyond local
resources ability to counter them.  With this, I’d personally like to see how approval of
this transmission capacity can a) REPLACE and REDUCE the quantities of fossil fuels or
other hazards due to transit through our communities, and b) that the local first
responders are provided training, plus any special access and equipment necessary to
safely respond to emergencies that may occur due to this new infrastructure. 
 
I know these questions are beyond within the purview of the permitting requestor’s
proposal, but should be considered through the various State agencies when making
recommendations to the Governor.  Please consider the burden that this proposed
infrastructure, and the current state of risk on our communities, as well as from existing
transmission infrastructure that serves the greater good in the region.
 
Thank you for your time.  I am available at this email if you have any questions about my
comments.
Joel Battistoni
 


