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·1· · · · · · · · · · ·BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,

·2· ·March 18, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop

·3· ·Southeast, Lacey, Washington, at 1:31 p.m., the

·4· ·following monthly meeting of the Washington State

·5· ·Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to

·6· ·wit:

·7

·8· · · · · · · · · · · ·<<<<<< >>>>>>

·9

10· · · · · · · · · · ·CHAIR BECKETT:· Good afternoon.

11· ·This is Kurt Beckett, chair of EFSEC, calling our

12· ·March 18th regular meeting to order.

13· · · ·And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,

14· ·please.

15· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. GRANTHAM:· Certainly, Chair.

16· · · ·Department of Commerce.

17· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. OSBORNE:· Elizabeth Osborne,

18· ·present.

19· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. GRANTHAM:· Department of

20· ·Ecology.

21· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. NELSON:· Blake Nelson, present.

22· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. GRANTHAM:· Department of Fish

23· ·and Wildlife.

24· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. PAMPLIN:· Nate Pamplin,

25· ·present.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Department of Natural

·2· ·Resources.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Kate Dean, present.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Utilities and

·5· ·Transportation Commission.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Brian Rybarik,

·7· ·present.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· For local government

·9· ·and optional State agencies.

10· · · · For the Hop Hill Solar Project, Benton County,

11· ·Paul Krupin.

12· · · · For Wallula Gap, for Benton County, Adam Fyall.

13· · · · For Goldeneye BESS, for Skagit County, Robby

14· ·Eckroth.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MR. ECKROTH:· Robby Eckroth,

16· ·present.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Cascade Renewable

18· ·Transmission Project, for Skamania County, Asa Leckie.

19· · · · · · · · · · · MR. LECKIE:· Present.

20· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· City of Stevenson,

21· ·Jeff Breckel.

22· · · · And City of Camas, Jennifer Senescu.

23· · · · Moving on to assistant attorney generals.

24· · · · Jon Thompson.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. THOMPSON:· Present.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Zack Packer.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PACKER:· Present.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Talia Thuet.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MS. THUET:· Present.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· For Council staff:

·6· ·Dave Walker.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Present.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· One moment.· Sorry.

·9· ·It was just a tad quiet in the room.

10· · · · Ami Hafkemeyer.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· Present.

12· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Amy Moon.

13· · · · · · · · · · · MS. MOON:· Present.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Sara Randolph.

15· · · · Sean Greene.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MR. GREENE:· Present.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· John Barnes.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BARNES:· Present.

19· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Joanne Snarski.

20· · · · · · · · · · · MS. SNARSKI:· Present.

21· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Maria Belkina.

22· · · · · · · · · · · MS. BELKINA:· Present.

23· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Lisa McLean.

24· · · · · · · · · · · MS. McLEAN:· Present.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· And Gina Young.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MS. YOUNG:· Present.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Operational updates.

·3· ·I'll call those who are anticipated to give an update

·4· ·today.

·5· · · · For Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· Present.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· And is there anyone

·8· ·present for the counsel for the environment?

·9· · · · · · · · · · · MS. REYNEVELD:· Yes.· Sara Reyneveld

10· ·and Yuriy Korol are present.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

12· · · · Chair, there is a quorum for all councils.

13· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Very well.· Thank

14· ·you.

15· · · · Well, it's my honor to first, before we consider

16· ·the agendas, Council, to introduce our newest member,

17· ·Kate Dean, from Department of Natural Resources, who

18· ·for the past year has been policy director, a year

19· ·plus, at the Department and was a long-standing local

20· ·elected official for many years prior to that.

21· · · · And so let me welcome Council Member Dean and also

22· ·note on behalf of our other Council members -- who I've

23· ·come, I think, well enough to know -- that they would

24· ·be chagrined that they're not here in person today much

25· ·as some often are.· But in case Council wish -- other



·1· ·Council members wish to send a word of greetings after

·2· ·Kate's introduction, I'll just give you a heads-up on

·3· ·that.

·4· · · · And without further ado, it's my pleasure to

·5· ·introduce Kate Dean, our newest Council member.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Thank you, Chair Beckett.

·7· ·It's an honor to be serving in this role, I think in

·8· ·some of the most important issues of our time.

·9· · · · As the chair said, I come from a background in

10· ·local government and look forward to bringing that

11· ·experience to this board.· And I look forward to

12· ·working with you all.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Welcome again.

14· · · · And I'm sorry.· I neglected to also wish our

15· ·former Council member Maverick Ryan the best in his new

16· ·endeavor, which I believe involves his work with tribal

17· ·nations outside state government.· So I appreciate his

18· ·service on the Council as well, as well as the added

19· ·transition within the Department of Natural Resources

20· ·at the commissioner level.

21· · · · So with that, Council members, we have a very

22· ·fairly straightforward agenda before us today.· If

23· ·there are any changes, please bring those forward as we

24· ·adopt the agenda.

25· · · · And the chair would entertain a motion to adopt



·1· ·the agenda.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· So moved, Chair.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

·4· · · · Is there a second?

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Second.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

·7· · · · All in favor of the agenda as proposed, please say

·8· ·aye.

·9· · · · · · · · · · · MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:· Aye.

10· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Opposed?

11· · · · All right.· Agenda is adopted.

12· · · · Moving on to the minutes from our regular February

13· ·18th Council meeting.

14· · · · I have a couple items I would note.· But before I

15· ·do, were there any other edits or comments from other

16· ·Council members to the minutes?

17· · · · All right.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· None here.

19· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Okay.· Thank you.

20· · · · If I could call everyone's attention to two

21· ·changes.

22· · · · On Page 30, actually 32, reading the upper

23· ·right-hand corner page numbers, "A consultation meeting

24· ·with the Cowlitz Indian Tribe that had been scheduled

25· ·was postponed and is now expected to occur in Everett."



·1· ·That should be April or late April, just to be more

·2· ·specific.· We have that change tracked.

·3· · · · And then moving on to the second and last one,

·4· ·on -- actually going earlier into the minutes, on

·5· ·Page 14.· Again, page number in the upper right-hand

·6· ·corner of this format.· I believe on that exchange

·7· ·between Council Rybarik and Ms. Hafkemeyer on the ORCAA

·8· ·clean air permit for the Grays Harbor facility, there

·9· ·on Line 21, it's referenced as Chair Beckett.  I

10· ·believe that was Council Rybarik's comments --

11· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Oh.

12· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- not mine.

13· · · · So just wanted to clarify for the record that

14· ·exchange.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Good catch.· And I

16· ·agree with that.· Yeah.

17· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Great.· Was going to

18· ·say, let me double-check that with you, Council

19· ·Rybarik.

20· · · · So with those two changes, again, are there any

21· ·others from Council?

22· · · · All right.· Hearing none --

23· · · · · · · · · · · MR. ECKROTH:· Chair.

24· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- then --

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. ECKROTH:· Chair Beckett, this is



·1· ·Robby Eckroth, Skagit County.· I believe that the

·2· ·minutes say I was not present.· I just want to note

·3· ·that I believe I was.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Ah.· Excellent.

·5· ·Thank you for that correction.

·6· · · · We've got all three captured here by the staff.

·7· · · · So, with that, chair would entertain a motion to

·8· ·adopt the minutes with those amendments.

·9· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Mr. Chair --

10· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· So moved.· Sorry.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Somebody already did.

12· ·I'll second.

13· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· All right.

14· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you, Council.

15· · · · We have a motion before us that has been seconded.

16· · · · All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,

17· ·please say aye.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:· Aye.

19· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Opposed?

20· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· I'll abstain.

21· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you, Council.

22· · · · And with that, the minutes are adopted.

23· · · · So we will move on to our project updates.· And,

24· ·again, for the benefit of other outside folks that may

25· ·have not participated in the recent meeting or two, in



·1· ·general we have a new format that reflects projects

·2· ·that have non- -- nonroutine updates will be those

·3· ·focused in the public meeting here before us, whether

·4· ·they're staff presentations or times outside like with

·5· ·the soon-to-be Ostrea Solar update.

·6· · · · Other projects that are routine are in the same

·7· ·public packet.· They are the normal written reports

·8· ·that we receive, but we have dispensed with the verbal

·9· ·addition of that in terms of their presence in the

10· ·meeting.

11· · · · So with that reminder on our new approach here,

12· ·with that we move to Ostrea Solar update.

13· · · · And, Mr. Voltz, are you with us?

14· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· Yes, sir.

15· · · · Good afternoon --

16· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Very well.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· -- Chair Beckett.· Oh,

18· ·sorry about that.

19· · · · Good afternoon, Chair Beckett, Council members,

20· ·and staff.· This is Jon Voltz with Cypress Creek

21· ·Renewables representing Ostrea Solar.

22· · · · In the month of February, we continued the O&M

23· ·facility construction, began the utility testing with

24· ·Bonneville Power Administration, and submitted the

25· ·initial results for their review.



·1· · · · They have now a certain time frame to review those

·2· ·results.· And upon approval, we would be granted the

·3· ·ability to remove the curtailment limit of, I think

·4· ·we're at six-megawatt generation during the trial

·5· ·operations.

·6· · · · And so commissioning works do continue.· We are at

·7· ·a hold point until that curtailment is lifted, but we

·8· ·expect that to be very soon.· Then we can proceed for

·9· ·the final commissioning.

10· · · · There were -- the major construction work is

11· ·complete, and so there are some inspections taking

12· ·place across the site as far as the -- the SWPPP

13· ·maintenance, and so a couple items were identified that

14· ·are listed here.· They're ongoing to correct.· But as

15· ·no major construction is expected in the future, these

16· ·should kind of be just touch-up works and monitoring

17· ·moving forward.

18· · · · As operations is, I'll say imminent, we have

19· ·submitted the operational compliance plans for SWPPP,

20· ·spill control, vegetation, weed management, emergency

21· ·plan to EFSEC for review.· So that should be in your

22· ·court or in EFSEC's court to approve those plans prior

23· ·to the facility becoming operational.

24· · · · Other than that, there is nothing nonroutine to

25· ·report for the period.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Very well.· Thank

·2· ·you.

·3· · · · And I would also thank you for the ongoing level

·4· ·of detail on the updates, which I think just helps put

·5· ·on display both for the Council and the public what it

·6· ·really takes for projects to ultimately come forward

·7· ·once they have been approved.· So thanks for that added

·8· ·diligence.

·9· · · · Council members, are there any other comments or

10· ·questions on Ostrea?

11· · · · Hearing none.

12· · · · Moving on --

13· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Just --

14· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- to Columbia --

15· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· -- real, real quick --

16· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Please.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· -- Chair Beckett, if I

18· ·might.

19· · · · And, Jon, you might have just said this, but I

20· ·might have missed it.· What is the expected, like, full

21· ·online date for the project?

22· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thanks, Council

23· ·Rybarik.

24· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· Yes, the -- we don't

25· ·have a current date.· It is dependent on when



·1· ·Bonneville Power Administration approves the test

·2· ·results and issues us the "permission to operate

·3· ·commercially" letter.· But we expect that to be -- I

·4· ·think the best-case scenario we're looking at is end of

·5· ·this month or early April.

·6· · · · At that point, we will be generating fully.

·7· ·However, we will still be in the construction phase

·8· ·under the site certification agreement until we

·9· ·complete our final testing and vegetation restoration.

10· ·And so it's kind of -- it doesn't exactly answer your

11· ·question, but full generation, we do expect to be end

12· ·of March, early April.· And then transition into, you

13· ·know, operational coverage versus construction is

14· ·likely more May/June time frame.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Very good.· Appreciate

16· ·it.· Thanks.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· No problem.

18· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Other questions?

19· · · · Hearing none.

20· · · · We'll move on to Columbia Solar.· And Sara

21· ·Randolph, I believe, will provide the update.

22· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BARNES:· Good afternoon.· Thank

23· ·you, Chair Beckett and Council members and staff.· For

24· ·the record, this is John Barnes on behalf of Sara

25· ·Randolph, site specialist for the Columbia Solar.



·1· · · · A facility update is provided in your packet.· We

·2· ·expect the facility to submit a formal transfer request

·3· ·to the Council.· After such, staff will work to

·4· ·schedule an informational meeting on the amendment

·5· ·request.· Following the informational meeting, the

·6· ·review of comments received by staff will prepare -- or

·7· ·staff will prepare documents to support the Council's

·8· ·actions on the request, which will be posted for public

·9· ·comment prior to Council's vote on the request.

10· · · · There are no nonroutine updates to report.

11· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Very well.

12· · · · Council members, are there comments or questions?

13· · · · Hearing none.

14· · · · Moving on to the Carriger Solar.· Joanne Snarski

15· ·will provide the update.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MS. SNARSKI:· Thank you, Chair

17· ·Beckett and Council members.· For the record, this is

18· ·Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the Carriger

19· ·Solar facility in Klickitat County.

20· · · · The process of current judicial review of this

21· ·project with the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the

22· ·Yakama Nation has slowed down the progress of the

23· ·applicant to draft the required plans and move forward

24· ·with construction.· However, EFSEC staff are continuing

25· ·to discuss Carriger's timing for submitting the plans



·1· ·required in the site certification agreement.

·2· · · · That's all I have.· Any questions?

·3· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· One question I would

·4· ·have -- I suspect others may raise it too -- is if

·5· ·there was any other appropriate update on litigation?

·6· ·Knowing sometimes that's not in the public meeting, but

·7· ·I assume we're still in process there.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MR. THOMPSON:· Chair Beckett, this

·9· ·is Jon Thompson.

10· · · · Are you referring to the Carriger --

11· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· I am.

12· · · · · · · · · · · MR. THOMPSON:· -- specifically?

13· · · · Well, the update is that we still need to transmit

14· ·the agency record and index to the Thurston County

15· ·Superior Court and working on that and coordinating

16· ·with the developer who's intervened in the case and

17· ·with Yakama Nation, who's the petitioner, to -- and

18· ·then we'll also have to make a motion to the court to

19· ·seal those records that are confidential.

20· · · · So all these steps take a bit of time.· So that's

21· ·what's -- that's what's going on right now.

22· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Okay.· Appreciate

23· ·the quick update.· Sorry to put you on the spot.

24· · · · I think -- I suspect other Council -- certainly

25· ·I'll speak for myself.· If there's anything that's



·1· ·impeding that progression, knowing things do take time,

·2· ·but if there's anything that we can support to make

·3· ·sure that that's as expeditious as is appropriate, but

·4· ·especially in light of the governor's executive order

·5· ·on several projects, including that one, Carriger,

·6· ·obviously we want to make sure that we're advancing

·7· ·that as quickly as feasible.· So appreciate your

·8· ·diligence in that regard.

·9· · · · Council members, other questions, comments?

10· · · · Seeing none.

11· · · · Moving on to the Cascade Renewables Transmission

12· ·Project.· And Maria Belkina will provide the update, I

13· ·believe.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MS. BELKINA:· Thank you, Chair

15· ·Beckett and Council members.· For the record, my name

16· ·is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the

17· ·Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.

18· · · · EFSEC is continuing to review the application for

19· ·site certification for compliance with WAC 463-60, with

20· ·the objective of determining whether the application

21· ·contains sufficient information to support the next

22· ·phase of review.

23· · · · An initial data request has been issued to the

24· ·applicant -- to the applicant to support ongoing review

25· ·and preparation for the SEPA process.· Given this scope



·1· ·of the request, we anticipate continued coordination

·2· ·with the applicant regarding timing of responses.

·3· · · · Preparation is underway to initiate the SEPA

·4· ·process, including an anticipated determination of

·5· ·significance and scoping.· Coordination is ongoing to

·6· ·align EFSEC's SEPA process with the federal NEPA

·7· ·process.

·8· · · · EFSEC continues coordination with federal and

·9· ·state agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of

10· ·Engineers, as well as Oregon agencies, to support

11· ·interagency alignment and information sharing.

12· · · · We are also coordinated with -- coordinating with

13· ·Skamania County and the Columbia River Gorge Commission

14· ·regarding the National Scenic Area permitting

15· ·framework, including potential development of an

16· ·interlocal agreement to clarify roles and

17· ·responsibilities.

18· · · · I would be happy to answer any questions.· Thank

19· ·you.

20· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you for the

21· ·update.

22· · · · Council members, do you have questions or need

23· ·anything reiterated from the update?

24· · · · Council Pamplin.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Yes, Mr. Chair.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Yes.· Please.

·2· ·Please go ahead.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Thanks, Mr. Chair.  I

·4· ·may have missed it in the update.· But what is the

·5· ·status of rounding out the Council participation, given

·6· ·the different local governments that are -- that this

·7· ·line transects, please?· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Let me just add a

·9· ·quick word before staff further jump in.· But I wanted

10· ·to also acknowledge and thank Council Leckie from

11· ·Skamania, who's online with us today.· Jeff Breckel

12· ·from Stevenson, who's been in prior meetings, but I

13· ·think, unless he logged in here recently, is absent

14· ·today.· And then we do have a new named Council member,

15· ·Jennifer Senescu, from the city of Camas.· There's, I

16· ·think, certainly a couple other open items, so

17· ·appreciate your question, Council Pamplin.

18· · · · Ms. Belkina or Hafkemeyer, or --

19· · · · · · · · · · · MS. BELKINA:· Yes.

20· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- Thompson.

21· · · · · · · · · · · MS. BELKINA:· We have two more on it

22· ·here.· It will be on circle for Klickitat County for

23· ·next week -- next month.· And the -- there isn't any

24· ·answer for Clark County.

25· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· So Klickitat County



·1· ·is coming and likely with us by next month.· And then

·2· ·still pending on Clark County.· Is that correct?

·3· · · · And as far as we know, that is -- that would then

·4· ·round out the known Council at that point, or do we

·5· ·still have other jurisdictions that we're sorting

·6· ·through?· I know Port of Skamania, I believe, was one

·7· ·of those, by example.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· For the record,

·9· ·this is Ami Hafkemeyer.· We have had some additional

10· ·conversations with some of the local governments, some

11· ·cities.· And we are expecting some follow-up

12· ·information in writing as to whether or not, you know,

13· ·some of those local jurisdictions that may have a very

14· ·small portion of the line or maybe don't agree that the

15· ·project falls within their city limits.· We expect in

16· ·the coming month to have some confirmation in writing

17· ·as to whether or not they'll be appointing somebody to

18· ·sit on the Council.

19· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Appreciate that.

20· ·Appreciate that.

21· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council Pamplin, any

23· ·follow-up you wish?

24· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· No.· That's helpful.

25· ·Thank you, sir.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Yeah.· Thank you.  I

·2· ·would certainly just affirm, for the benefit of the

·3· ·public as well as a thanks to staff as well as local

·4· ·partners working through, if not the first, it's

·5· ·certainly been a long time, I think, since EFSEC's had

·6· ·this type of corridor project.· And sorting through

·7· ·what are the local representatives to that Council

·8· ·becomes a little more complex when you get into the

·9· ·particulars, both under the law as well as under the

10· ·physicality of the property involved.

11· · · · So appreciate that and as well as people's

12· ·patience, you know, as we sort through those important

13· ·details, so...

14· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· Looks like Council

15· ·Leckie has a hand up.

16· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council Leckie.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MR. LECKIE:· Yeah.· Yes.· Thank you,

18· ·Chair.

19· · · · Was there a process for North Bonneville, the city

20· ·of North Bonneville also to get a representative?  I

21· ·thought I heard something about that, but I wasn't

22· ·sure.· Thank you.

23· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· Yes, we have had

24· ·additional conversation with North Bonneville about

25· ·both their appointment of a Council member as well as



·1· ·coordination with their planning department.· So that

·2· ·is some of the information that we've identified as

·3· ·forthcoming.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MR. LECKIE:· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Appreciate the

·6· ·question.

·7· · · · Okay.· I think we then -- looks like we're ready

·8· ·to move on to our transmission programmatic EIS.· And

·9· ·Sean Greene will be providing that update.

10· · · · I do want to call out and thank both Ecology and

11· ·EFSEC staff, and Sean in particular, for an integrated,

12· ·I guess it was hypothetical project scenarios were one

13· ·part of the exercise recently done.· From what I could

14· ·see, a good turnout from local county representatives

15· ·and other staff that I'm sure Sean will expand on a

16· ·little bit.

17· · · · But I listened in to that, albeit while I was in

18· ·the car heading to Nespelem, so I may have missed a few

19· ·things.· But I just thought it was very well done and

20· ·appreciated just all the effort it took to bring that

21· ·forward.

22· · · · So, with that, Mr. Greene.

23· · · · · · · · · · · MR. GREENE:· Thank you.

24· · · · Good afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council members.

25· ·This is Sean Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC.



·1· · · · During the last Council meeting, I provided a

·2· ·walk-through of the e-programmatic digital interface

·3· ·that we have developed for EFSEC's transmission

·4· ·programmatic EIS.· I can share today that the

·5· ·e-programmatic and its associated route analysis tool

·6· ·are now live and available for public use.

·7· · · · To access the e-programmatic directly, users can

·8· ·go to the EFSEC website at EFSEC.wa.gov and either

·9· ·navigate to the programmatic EIS landing page under the

10· ·"About EFSEC" and "Studies and Reports" drop-downs on

11· ·the top right of the screen, or just type the word

12· ·"programmatic" into the search bar.· The programmatic

13· ·EIS landing page on the EFSEC site includes a direct

14· ·link to the e-programmatic.

15· · · · Additionally, EFSEC has completed the first in a

16· ·series of at least three joint workshops with the

17· ·Washington Department of Ecology in which we are

18· ·sharing our programmatic EISs with planning staff from

19· ·several different counties.

20· · · · Our first virtual workshop was held on February

21· ·25th.· It included an introduction on what programmatic

22· ·EISs are and how they are structured and how -- and can

23· ·be used to assist project-specific SEPA review us.

24· · · · We then worked with attendees on a case study of

25· ·how our programmatic EISs would be applied to a



·1· ·hypothetical project submitted for review.· The

·2· ·workshop was fairly well attended, and we received a

·3· ·lot of positive feedback from the County staff that

·4· ·participated.

·5· · · · We will be holding an in-person workshop in Grant

·6· ·County next week on March 25th and a second virtual

·7· ·workshop on April 2nd.

·8· · · · Are there any questions?

·9· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members?

10· · · · None for today it looks like.· You were due for an

11· ·easier go after last time's in-depth discussion, which,

12· ·again, was welcome and important.

13· · · · I would note for the benefit of those

14· ·participating today in the meeting that the

15· ·programmatic link is also in the agenda, so you can go

16· ·straight to it if you have the agenda up.· Just FYI.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· If I may, Chair.

18· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Please.

19· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· One question.· Has tribal

20· ·consultation taken place yet?· Or what is the plan for

21· ·that?

22· · · · · · · · · · · MR. GREENE:· For the programmatic

23· ·EIS?

24· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Yes.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. GREENE:· So we had discussions



·1· ·with multiple tribes when the programmatic EIS was

·2· ·being developed.· Some of them discussed the potential

·3· ·for requesting consultation and further discussions.

·4· ·Their concerns were -- they thought their concerns were

·5· ·better addressed through a formal letter and response

·6· ·from EFSEC when the programmatic EIS was being drafted.

·7· ·So to my knowledge, at the moment, there's no plans for

·8· ·formal consultation on the programmatic EIS, although

·9· ·we are always open to having those consultations with

10· ·tribes if they are interested.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Thank you.

12· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· And certainly

13· ·they've been included in the outreach efforts --

14· · · · · · · · · · · MR. GREENE:· Yes.

15· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- more recently in

16· ·addition to the development -- I don't know if they

17· ·would have called it consultation.· That was a little

18· ·before my time probably.· But certainly it's been

19· ·robust or certainly present throughout.

20· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Mm-hmm.

21· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Knowing some of

22· ·those expectations are evolving as far as what's --

23· ·what's a best practice, you know, this year, in more

24· ·recent -- more recent years, so...

25· · · · It also pains me, having remembered a moment



·1· ·ago -- it's a good segue from your question -- and it

·2· ·pains me to go backwards, but let me go back to Cascade

·3· ·renewable transmission project for just one moment.

·4· · · · I had -- in last month's meeting -- and you'll

·5· ·find this in the minutes -- was noting as chair who's

·6· ·under the current statute designated as the lead for

·7· ·consultation on behalf of the Council, that I was

·8· ·intending in recommending that we request consultation

·9· ·on the Cascade renewable transmission project.

10· · · · And so letters are basically prepared and soon to

11· ·go out requesting that as well as kind of, you know,

12· ·some broader ongoing engagement with the agency on some

13· ·of our broader initiatives beyond just CRT.· So just

14· ·wanted to call that out in case there were any comments

15· ·from Council members about that intent.· I believe the

16· ·record shows there's generally affirmation to go do so,

17· ·which is more of a informal discussion than some action

18· ·by the Council.

19· · · · But I did want to highlight that for both the

20· ·public and for Council members today, that that -- that

21· ·intent is being acted upon.· But since the letters

22· ·haven't gone out, now is your chance to add a word if

23· ·you wish.

24· · · · So, again, sorry to roll us backwards in the

25· ·agenda.· I just skipped over my note I had already



·1· ·written to bring that up.

·2· · · · So any comments on that?

·3· · · · Council Pamplin.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Yeah.· Thanks.

·5· ·Thanks, Mr. Chair.

·6· · · · And so this would be for the tribal coordination

·7· ·or consultation on CRT.· I believe during the meeting

·8· ·last month, there was, I think, like, three tribes

·9· ·noted, or maybe four, with -- there was three treaty

10· ·tribes and as well as the Cowlitz Tribe.· I just wanted

11· ·to make sure that -- and also I think the Columbia

12· ·River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission.

13· · · · And so I just wanted to make sure that on the

14· ·radar, that we had added Nez Perce, because they're

15· ·also a treaty tribe that has treaty fishing rights

16· ·within that portion of the Columbia main stem.· And so

17· ·just kind of by count, I would -- I would recommend, at

18· ·minimum, consulting with Yakama Nation, Warm Springs,

19· ·Nez Perce, Umatilla, CRITFC, which is the consortium of

20· ·those four treaty tribes.· And then I also had heard

21· ·that Cowlitz Indian Tribe was interested.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Yes would be the

23· ·quick answer on that intent.· If anything, it's

24· ·probably at the moment a little more Oregon-oriented.

25· ·Not that that, I suppose, matters in the grander



·1· ·scheme, but it would be inclusive of the Washington

·2· ·tribes as well.

·3· · · · I would also note, having learned this recently --

·4· ·well, actually two things.

·5· · · · So first thing I learned a while back -- and this

·6· ·is standard practice for EFSEC -- that when EFSEC has a

·7· ·project or goes out, I believe we notify all the

·8· ·tribes --

·9· · · · · · · · · · · MS. McLEAN:· Mm-hmm.

10· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- of Washington and

11· ·those relevant from Oregon, just as general notice,

12· ·whether it's likely to be very much, you know, a

13· ·project in their -- in their usual and accustomed area

14· ·or something they're more focused on.· But that is the

15· ·standard practice.

16· · · · And while that may seem a little broad to some on

17· ·the face of it, the second thing that I learned more

18· ·recently was, by example, the Makah Nation certainly

19· ·weighs in on any number of species issues that pertain

20· ·to those coming out of the Columbia, amongst other

21· ·examples.

22· · · · So whether or not Makah chooses to consult on

23· ·Cascade Renewable Transmission Project, I don't know.

24· ·They've been notified in earlier times when the broad

25· ·distribution first started.· But nonetheless, you know,



·1· ·just some of the nature of it's sometimes hard to tell

·2· ·where you draw the circle on who all should be

·3· ·involved.

·4· · · · So EFSEC tries to be pretty expansive in its

·5· ·conclusion when we get started, knowing that's probably

·6· ·a little broad, but we narrow in from there.· So hope

·7· ·that helps put a little further specifics on how we do

·8· ·our work around here.

·9· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Yes.· And thanks.

10· ·Thanks, Mr. Chair.· Really appreciate that addition as

11· ·well as completely endorse that as the approach of just

12· ·being inclusive and then allowing the -- the tribes

13· ·that are, you know, notified they can self-select how

14· ·much engagement that they provide.· So thank you.

15· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Yep.

16· · · · And I should clarify too, Cowlitz, the Cowlitz

17· ·Tribe have requested consultation.· And in this case,

18· ·on behalf of the Council, we're sending these letters

19· ·out asking for consultation of the others and hope to

20· ·certainly, you know, have that engagement, much as some

21· ·have weighed in in the record -- CRITFC, as I recall

22· ·it -- as we, the Council, you know, proceeds in its

23· ·objective review of this over time.

24· · · · So thanks for letting me unpack that a little

25· ·further.

agrantha463
Cross-Out

agrantha463
Typewritten Text
inclusion



·1· · · · And unless I see any other hands up, I will move

·2· ·us back.· And now on to Horse Heaven.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MS. MOON:· Good afternoon --

·4· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Amy Moon will

·5· ·provide the update.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MS. MOON:· Oh.· Thank you.

·7· · · · Good afternoon, Council Chair Beckett and EFSEC

·8· ·Council members.· This is Amy Moon providing an update

·9· ·on Horse Heaven.

10· · · · In February, I reported that EFSEC received

11· ·facilitator reports with preconstruction survey plans

12· ·for several wildlife species, including a combined

13· ·report for the striped whipsnake and sagebrush lizard,

14· ·burrowing owl, prairie falcon, the black-tail

15· ·jackrabbit, the white-tail jackrabbit, and the

16· ·Townsend's ground squirrel.· We also received the

17· ·Wild-10 preconstruction bat monitoring plan and the

18· ·Species-12 Townsend's ground squirrel mitigation and

19· ·management plan.· Those were all facilitator reports.

20· · · · I wanted to let the Council know that these

21· ·documents have since been reviewed by EFSEC staff and

22· ·approved by the acting EFSEC executive director.

23· · · · Staff continue to work with the certificate holder

24· ·to review plans, including the Land & Shoreline Use, or

25· ·LSU, Dryland Farming Management Plan as required by



·1· ·Mitigation Measure LSU-2 and the Livestock Management

·2· ·Plan required under Mitigation Measures LSU-1 and

·3· ·LSU-3, which were recently received from the

·4· ·certificate holder.

·5· · · · The plans were developed as a framework for

·6· ·coordination with landowners and tenant farmers during

·7· ·project construction, operation, and decommissioning,

·8· ·with the objective to establish clear communication

·9· ·expectations, practical notice periods, and fieldwork

10· ·protocols that reflect local practices.

11· · · · EFSEC staff are also evaluating a recent request

12· ·to remove three trees consistent with Mitigation Veg-1,

13· ·tree avoidance.· This mitigation measure states that

14· ·construction shall avoid removing or disturbing trees

15· ·within the project lease boundary but also allows for

16· ·the certificate holder to remove trees with EFSEC

17· ·pre-approval where tree disturbance cannot be avoided

18· ·by the project.

19· · · · The certificate holder reports that the three

20· ·black walnut trees located at the intersection of

21· ·Beightol Road -- and if I mispronounce that for locals,

22· ·correct me at some point -- at the intersection of

23· ·Beightol Road and County Well Road need to be removed

24· ·to support siting and construction of a substation and

25· ·point of interconnect, as the siting of the substation



·1· ·elsewhere cannot feasibly be done within the existing

·2· ·approved micro-siting corridor.

·3· · · · Two of these trees are in poor condition, and one

·4· ·was confirmed dead last year in 2025.· Mitigation for

·5· ·removal of the three trees would be replacement in kind

·6· ·with three native species that will have a higher

·7· ·probability of survival.· Details of the tree

·8· ·replacement will be included in the revised Wildlife

·9· ·and Habitat Mitigation Plan prior to the start of

10· ·construction.

11· · · · After receiving EFSEC approval of their Pronghorn

12· ·GPS Collaring Protocol and the Pronghorn Capture &

13· ·Handling Procedures, the certificate holder conducted

14· ·two pronghorn collaring events on February 27th and

15· ·March 13th.· A total of 17 pronghorn have been collared

16· ·and are being tracked by GPS, including 14 females and

17· ·three males.

18· · · · Does the Council have any questions?

19· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members,

20· ·comments or questions?

21· · · · I see none.

22· · · · So we will say thank you on that update and move

23· ·on to Hop Hill, which John Barnes will provide.

24· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BARNES:· Thank you, Chair

25· ·Beckett and Council members.· This is John Barnes,



·1· ·EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.

·2· · · · Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in

·3· ·the submission of additional application materials for

·4· ·the Hop Hill project.· Staff are also working with the

·5· ·applicant and the Department of Ecology to schedule an

·6· ·April site visit to conduct verification of the

·7· ·wetlands and waters delineation reports for this

·8· ·project.· This verification is required to support SEPA

·9· ·determination for the project.

10· · · · Are there any questions?

11· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members?

12· · · · Seeing none.

13· · · · We will move on to Wallula Gap.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BARNES:· Thank you, Chair

15· ·Beckett and Council members.· This is John Barnes,

16· ·EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.

17· · · · Staff are continuing to work with the applicant

18· ·OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource

19· ·Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,

20· ·traditional cultural properties, study and report

21· ·conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.

22· · · · Staff have received the Department of Ecology

23· ·final wetlands and waters report for this application.

24· ·Staff will be working with the applicant to determine

25· ·if project modifications are needed based on the



·1· ·information contained in this report.· As a reminder,

·2· ·identification of potential project impacts and

·3· ·mitigations that can be resolved as part of the EFSEC

·4· ·SEPA determination process.

·5· · · · Are there any questions?

·6· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members,

·7· ·comments, questions?

·8· · · · Seeing none.

·9· · · · We will move on to Goldeneye, and Joanne Snarski

10· ·will provide the update.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MS. SNARSKI:· Thank you.

12· · · · Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting

13· ·specialist for the proposed Goldeneye battery energy

14· ·storage facility proposed in Skagit County.

15· · · · Staff are continuing to assess the potential

16· ·impacts from the proposed project as required by the

17· ·State Environmental Policy Act.· We are working

18· ·internally and with our supporting agency partners to

19· ·evaluate potential impacts to determine if there will

20· ·be any additional data needs to support our evaluation.

21· · · · Also, staff recently received a letter from the

22· ·Upper Skagit Tribe identifying their ongoing concerns

23· ·with the project location.· We are evaluating best

24· ·options for following up with them.

25· · · · May I answer any questions?



·1· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council, questions

·2· ·or comments for staff?

·3· · · · Okay.· Seeing none.

·4· · · · I did want to note, as I think staff probably have

·5· ·captured, but, Council Krupin, I've seen your note here

·6· ·about asking for details on the Hop Hill site visit

·7· ·afterwards.· So just capturing that for the record,

·8· ·Council Krupin.

·9· · · · And with that, we will move on to our other agency

10· ·updates, starting with Dave Walker.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Yeah.· Thank you, Chair

12· ·Beckett.· For the record, Dave Walker, interim director

13· ·with EFSEC.

14· · · · I first wanted to start with a new-employee

15· ·update.· I wanted to introduce Gina Young.· She started

16· ·with us at the beginning of this month.· Gina is part

17· ·of our contracts and fiscal office and is a fantastic

18· ·addition, and we very much appreciate her being aboard.

19· ·She comes to us from Department of Health, and prior

20· ·that -- prior to that, Employment Security.· She'd been

21· ·with the State for about four years now.· So welcome,

22· ·Gina.

23· · · · · · · · · · · MS. YOUNG:· Thank you.

24· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Welcome.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Next, I wanted to just



·1· ·give a quick budget update, now that the legislative

·2· ·session is over.· The budget bill is with the governor

·3· ·currently for review.· We do not have a signed budget

·4· ·bill as of yet.· Although what started to be -- started

·5· ·out to be what we anticipated a 15 percent reduction in

·6· ·our general funds, was greatly diminished as the

·7· ·legislative session made its way through to conclusion.

·8· · · · With the numbers -- and it's really hard to say

·9· ·quite yet where they're going to land.· Obviously the

10· ·governor still needs to review and sign it, so it's

11· ·most likely premature for us to make any statements at

12· ·this point.· Although we believe that the budget is in

13· ·good shape for EFSEC moving into the second half of

14· ·this fiscal year.· So once we have a signed budget,

15· ·we'll certainly update the Council on any changes that

16· ·have occurred on that.

17· · · · One thing I did want to bring forward was EFSEC's

18· ·work on the Executive Order 25-11.· This is specific to

19· ·projects going -- going on across the state -- and

20· ·these are clean energy projects -- that EFSEC does have

21· ·jurisdiction over seven of those projects that we're

22· ·currently efforting with the acceleration team that was

23· ·created by Executive Order 25-11.

24· · · · We have had a chance to go through and comb that

25· ·list, and we have brought it down to three, possibly



·1· ·four projects under EFSEC jurisdiction that will meet

·2· ·the requirements and elements of the tax incentives as

·3· ·put forth in the federal budget.

·4· · · · We are going to continue to work those obviously

·5· ·with the acceleration team and internally to see if we

·6· ·can bring three or possibly all four of these projects

·7· ·to conclusion within the time frames, which is

·8· ·operational, I believe -- and correct me if I'm wrong

·9· ·on this one Ami -- they need to be operational by the

10· ·end of December 2029.· Does that sound --

11· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· I believe that's

12· ·correct.

13· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· -- correct?· Okay.

14· · · · So that's all we really have to talk about on this

15· ·particular subject at this time, but we'll certainly

16· ·keep the Council informed as we are continuing to move

17· ·forward on these acceleration efforts.

18· · · · And with that, that was all I had from my updates.

19· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Okay.

20· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· I could hand it over to

21· ·Lisa if she --

22· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Let's see if Council

23· ·have questions or comments for you.· Appreciate the

24· ·focus on the governor's executive order, of course.

25· ·And as noted on Carriger, I guess, by myself earlier.



·1· · · · So, with that, Council members, questions or

·2· ·discussion you'd wish to have about any of Dave's

·3· ·updates?

·4· · · · None for now.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Okay.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Thanks for the update.

·7· ·Welcome.· Welcome, new folks.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· And with that, we

·9· ·will move on to our legislative update and then

10· ·followed by the rulemaking update.· That, again, is

11· ·rulemaking on preapplication, adjudication, and site

12· ·restoration overall.· We may focus on less than all

13· ·those three today, but I'll turn it to Lisa.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MS. McLEAN:· Thank you, Chair

15· ·Beckett, Council members.· For the record, my name is

16· ·Lisa McLean, the legislative and policy manager and

17· ·tribal liaison for EFSEC.

18· · · · Legislative and policies on the agenda for today.

19· ·Legislative update.· We all know that the -- their sine

20· ·die was on Thursday.· And our major -- the major piece

21· ·of legislation that we were tracking and trying to work

22· ·with the sponsors on was SHB 2496 concerning tribal

23· ·consultation conducted by EFSEC.· That was sponsored by

24· ·Senator Sharon Shewmake and Representative Chris

25· ·Stearns.· That passed.



·1· · · · The legislature and now is waiting -- awaiting the

·2· ·governor's signature.· It was not agency-request

·3· ·legislation, per se, but something that we were working

·4· ·actively with Yakama, the Association of Washington

·5· ·Businesses, and elected staff members and the

·6· ·governor's office on.

·7· · · · To go into details about what that bill is going

·8· ·to allow, it's going to allow the full Council to meet

·9· ·with a tribal council at their request as part of the

10· ·government-to-government consultation process.· Should

11· ·the number of Council members constitute a quorum, it

12· ·will not constitute a meeting under the Open Public

13· ·Meetings Act provided that there is no deliberation

14· ·between members of the EFSEC Council and there are no

15· ·assurances or commitments made by members of the EFSEC

16· ·Council at the meeting.

17· · · · The goal of the consultation is to hear from the

18· ·tribes, to enable them to provide us information

19· ·regarding tribal resources and rights that might be

20· ·affected by the project, and also as a way for them to

21· ·give us their proposals for minimizing, avoiding, or

22· ·mitigating any adverse effects.

23· · · · Also our statute already required us to provide a

24· ·summary of the G2G consultation process to the

25· ·governor.· Now, as per the amendments that have been



·1· ·made, any report summarizing that G2G consultation

·2· ·process should be given in advance to the tribe, who

·3· ·should be given 30 days to request any corrections or

·4· ·provide a summary of its own.

·5· · · · This is important -- this bill is important

·6· ·because of the fact that some of the tribes want to

·7· ·meet with all the decision-makers, not just the chair,

·8· ·as it was before.· And so that's important to them.

·9· ·And they also want to be able to see whether -- how we

10· ·are characterizing to the governor the consultation

11· ·process.

12· · · · The business community has some concerns.· We work

13· ·with Association of Business -- Association of

14· ·Washington Businesses.· They were worried about

15· ·discussions that are out of the public eye that might

16· ·exclude them from the discussion and worried that maybe

17· ·some mitigation measures would be agreed to behind

18· ·closed doors.· And they also were concerned about the

19· ·ability of the tribe to submit their own summary of the

20· ·consultation process.

21· · · · We worked closely with AWB.· They were not pro,

22· ·but they were neutral.· And we did -- there's nuanced

23· ·language in the amendments that were approved that seek

24· ·to address some of those concerns.

25· · · · We welcome -- overall, we welcome the change to



·1· ·our statute and hope that it serves as an important

·2· ·step in keeping our ability to learn and engage in

·3· ·meaningful dialogue with our tribal partners as we

·4· ·pursue the agency's responsibilities.

·5· · · · So that's my legislative update.· If there are any

·6· ·questions about that.· Or anything.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Turn this to the

·8· ·Council, see if there were any comments or questions on

·9· ·the legislative item.

10· · · · I would just quickly say thank you.· I would also

11· ·highlight and celebrate our staff's work with the

12· ·Yakama Nation staff as well as that with the

13· ·Association of Washington Business and appreciate that

14· ·organization trying to work, you know, through to a

15· ·solution, knowing they had concerns, which seems to be

16· ·not quite done yet in terms of the governor's

17· ·consideration and signature, but well on its way, and

18· ·appreciate our legislative leaders you mentioned who

19· ·were a part of that.

20· · · · I will just note, should that be signed into law,

21· ·today I feel at times sometimes, you know, we're not

22· ·always ensuring we're hearing one another, especially

23· ·in some of the conversations and within our

24· ·consultation.· And where that can be a more fulsome

25· ·hearing of one another's needs and impacts or concerns,



·1· ·like on the Cascade renewable transmission project, at

·2· ·the beginning, rather than when it's currently allowed,

·3· ·far later in adjudication, in a more, you know, legal

·4· ·and appropriate setting, knowing some projects need

·5· ·adjudication, that's one of the hopefully benefits that

·6· ·ultimately won't change the public's full review and

·7· ·input ultimately as the Council does its work and

·8· ·eventually reaches, you know, conclusion on any

·9· ·project.

10· · · · So I think that's part of the experiment here

11· ·that's underway, but I think well -- coming from a good

12· ·place.· So, with that added context, thanks, Council,

13· ·for allowing me to expand on that.

14· · · · And so, Council Nelson, please.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MR. NELSON:· Thank you, Chair

16· ·Beckett.· You know, this -- this thought might not be

17· ·fully cooked, but I just want to express it because

18· ·we're having this -- this discussion with Department of

19· ·Ecology.

20· · · · So if this is signed into law, if -- if a tribe,

21· ·tribal government, requests a G2G with an agency -- and

22· ·in the G2Gs I've been into, there's often been, like, a

23· ·full agenda, multiple topics, you know.· But even if a

24· ·site's being permitted through EFSEC, you know, they

25· ·can still talk to an agency about concerns.



·1· · · · So I was just wondering as a Council member what

·2· ·are, under the judicial ethics laws that we're -- you

·3· ·know, that we have to have a hold to, what if any our

·4· ·role could then be in those G2Gs within our agencies,

·5· ·you know, if a site that was going through EFSEC was on

·6· ·the agenda.

·7· · · · So that's something that I plan to seek guidance

·8· ·on.· Just wanted to throw that out there.

·9· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· So let me try to

10· ·make sure I heard you:· That if you're involved in a

11· ·consultation within Ecology, if Ecology is consulting?

12· · · · · · · · · · · MR. NELSON:· Yes.· So previously,

13· ·you know, it just would have been the EFSEC chair

14· ·participating in a G2G with the tribe.· And now if

15· ·there's Council members present and then we also are

16· ·called into, you know, a separate G2G at our agency

17· ·regarding -- you know, and if they're an energy

18· ·facility that is going to go through EFSEC or isn't in

19· ·the process through EFSEC is on that agenda, if we

20· ·should recuse ourselves, you know, or if we -- if that

21· ·would have any impact on -- on those standards we need

22· ·to uphold about not talking about specific projects

23· ·outside of this process.

24· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Sure.· Well, we may

25· ·need to follow up with you to just get a little further



·1· ·detail and clarity to make sure we're answering the

·2· ·question fully and correctly.

·3· · · · Generally the operating condition is that the

·4· ·Council only does work as the Council.· And, hence, if

·5· ·you're, you know, exposed on a EFSEC project within

·6· ·other agency work, that's where you would need to not

·7· ·be present, per se, is the, I think, simple answer.

·8· ·But we may need to dig in a little offline, which we're

·9· ·happy to do with Counsel Thompson as well.

10· · · · · · · · · · · MR. NELSON:· I was going to say,

11· ·thank you, Chair Beckett.· Due to my personal liability

12· ·in the matter, that is the stance I am currently

13· ·taking.· But it is an open discussion, so I just want

14· ·to make sure I get it right.

15· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Appreciate that.

16· ·Well, the conditions do evolve with each -- with each

17· ·item, so there's not always common answers across --

18· ·across that same question.· So appreciate your

19· ·diligence in raising it.

20· · · · Any other hands?

21· · · · With that, then we will move to rulemaking.

22· · · · · · · · · · · MS. McLEAN:· Moving to rulemaking.

23· ·As you will recall, we filed a preproposal statement of

24· ·inquiry in November for amending three chapters:

25· ·Chapters related to adjudicative proceedings, related



·1· ·to application process, and related to site restoration

·2· ·and preservation.

·3· · · · The adjudicative proceeding and site restoration

·4· ·and preservation is an attempt to update the language

·5· ·to the current practice that we use.· And the

·6· ·application process is about adding detail about the

·7· ·preapplication process into the rules.

·8· · · · So we had hoped to have draft amendments to you in

·9· ·February for Council review, but unfortunately, due to

10· ·legislative session, onboarding of our new rules and

11· ·policy coordinator, and other things, we have somewhat

12· ·slowed in this process.

13· · · · However, in the last couple weeks, we've made a

14· ·lot, a lot of progress.· And we believe that we are on

15· ·the verge of sharing the draft amended language with

16· ·our legal counsels for review.· And depending upon

17· ·their availability, given their other responsibilities

18· ·towards the Council, we see a realistic schedule could

19· ·maybe be that we present to you the language for

20· ·approval in April 15th and come back to you for final

21· ·approval on July 15th with the new rules taking effect

22· ·on August 15th, or alternatively, we may have to -- we

23· ·may not be ready till May 20th, whereupon you would be

24· ·approving in May 20th the language to go in front of

25· ·the people for a hearing, and then the Council would



·1· ·approve the final version on August 19th, and it would

·2· ·take effect on September 14th.

·3· · · · Having said all of that, as all of you are members

·4· ·of your own agencies and probably have participated in

·5· ·rules, this all assumes that we file language, we have

·6· ·a hearing, and we don't make any huge, substantive

·7· ·amendments that require us to refile the language and

·8· ·have another hearing.

·9· · · · So if it's all smooth, then we might have rules by

10· ·September at the latest.· But, you know, we never can

11· ·say.· So stay tuned.· We are working on it.· Hopefully

12· ·we'll have something for you soon.

13· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you for the

14· ·update.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MS. McLEAN:· Yeah.

16· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council, let me

17· ·turn -- I have a comment, but let me turn to my fellow

18· ·Council members first for any questions or comments

19· ·they may wish.

20· · · · I would just -- I guess, thanks.· Then I would

21· ·add, as the person who's always pushing to move with

22· ·time-certain outcomes and with -- I wouldn't say always

23· ·with speed, but again, with, you know, more certainty

24· ·around our path, I also appreciate that quickly we'll

25· ·be at year end if we don't keep moving here.



·1· · · · But at the same juncture, I do think, given the

·2· ·topics and just kind of the general path ahead for

·3· ·EFSEC, whatever clarifications, improvements, changes

·4· ·we're making, we need to do our best work and get it,

·5· ·you know, as constructively clear as we can.· And if

·6· ·that takes a little more time to do that, ultimately I

·7· ·think, you know, we can do a little bit of both there

·8· ·as you bring that schedule forward.· So we'll look

·9· ·forward to more evolutions as you've already updated,

10· ·so soon.

11· · · · With that, that concludes our main agenda.· If

12· ·there are closing comments or any questions, et cetera,

13· ·from Council members, let me call for that, or soon we

14· ·will be -- we will be finished.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Very quickly, Chair

16· ·Beckett, want to go back to the beginning of our agenda

17· ·and just welcome Kate Dean to the Council.· Welcome

18· ·aboard.· Sorry I couldn't be there with you in person

19· ·today at the -- at the UTC/EFSEC building but will meet

20· ·you soon and looking forward to working with you.

21· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Thank you, Council

22· ·Rybarik.· I'm sorry to say that you're all missing "Pie

23· ·Day" here.· And there's quite a selection of pie, just

24· ·to rub it in.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Maybe we'll have to



·1· ·have Pizza Pie Day for a future meeting.· But very

·2· ·good.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Both were

·4· ·represented, just so you know.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Ah.· All right.· Very

·6· ·good.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· All right.· Well,

·8· ·thank you, all, and especially our Council members, for

·9· ·your time and participation, engagement today.· And

10· ·with that, at 2:22, we are adjourned.

11· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(Meeting adjourned at

12· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 2:22 p.m.)
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 1                     BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,

 2   March 18, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop

 3   Southeast, Lacey, Washington, at 1:31 p.m., the

 4   following monthly meeting of the Washington State

 5   Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to

 6   wit:

 7

 8                       <<<<<< >>>>>>

 9

10                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.

11   This is Kurt Beckett, chair of EFSEC, calling our

12   March 18th regular meeting to order.

13       And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,

14   please.

15                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.

16       Department of Commerce.

17                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,

18   present.

19                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of

20   Ecology.

21                     MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.

22                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish

23   and Wildlife.

24                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin,

25   present.
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 1                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural

 2   Resources.

 3                      MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.

 4                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and

 5   Transportation Commission.

 6                      MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik,

 7   present.

 8                      MS. GRANTHAM:  For local government

 9   and optional State agencies.

10        For the Hop Hill Solar Project, Benton County,

11   Paul Krupin.

12        For Wallula Gap, for Benton County, Adam Fyall.

13        For Goldeneye BESS, for Skagit County, Robby

14   Eckroth.

15                      MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth,

16   present.

17                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Cascade Renewable

18   Transmission Project, for Skamania County, Asa Leckie.

19                      MR. LECKIE:  Present.

20                      MS. GRANTHAM:  City of Stevenson,

21   Jeff Breckel.

22        And City of Camas, Jennifer Senescu.

23        Moving on to assistant attorney generals.

24        Jon Thompson.

25                      MR. THOMPSON:  Present.
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 1                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer.

 2                      MR. PACKER:  Present.

 3                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Talia Thuet.

 4                      MS. THUET:  Present.

 5                      MS. GRANTHAM:  For Council staff:

 6   Dave Walker.

 7                      MR. WALKER:  Present.

 8                      MS. GRANTHAM:  One moment.  Sorry.

 9   It was just a tad quiet in the room.

10        Ami Hafkemeyer.

11                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.

12                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon.

13                      MS. MOON:  Present.

14                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph.

15        Sean Greene.

16                      MR. GREENE:  Present.

17                      MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes.

18                      MR. BARNES:  Present.

19                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.

20                      MS. SNARSKI:  Present.

21                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Maria Belkina.

22                      MS. BELKINA:  Present.

23                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Lisa McLean.

24                      MS. McLEAN:  Present.

25                      MS. GRANTHAM:  And Gina Young.
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 1                      MS. YOUNG:  Present.

 2                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Operational updates.

 3   I'll call those who are anticipated to give an update

 4   today.

 5        For Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz.

 6                      MR. VOLTZ:  Present.

 7                      MS. GRANTHAM:  And is there anyone

 8   present for the counsel for the environment?

 9                      MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes.  Sara Reyneveld

10   and Yuriy Korol are present.

11                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

12        Chair, there is a quorum for all councils.

13                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank

14   you.

15        Well, it's my honor to first, before we consider

16   the agendas, Council, to introduce our newest member,

17   Kate Dean, from Department of Natural Resources, who

18   for the past year has been policy director, a year

19   plus, at the Department and was a long-standing local

20   elected official for many years prior to that.

21        And so let me welcome Council Member Dean and also

22   note on behalf of our other Council members -- who I've

23   come, I think, well enough to know -- that they would

24   be chagrined that they're not here in person today much

25   as some often are.  But in case Council wish -- other
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 1   Council members wish to send a word of greetings after

 2   Kate's introduction, I'll just give you a heads-up on

 3   that.

 4        And without further ado, it's my pleasure to

 5   introduce Kate Dean, our newest Council member.

 6                      MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.

 7   It's an honor to be serving in this role, I think in

 8   some of the most important issues of our time.

 9        As the chair said, I come from a background in

10   local government and look forward to bringing that

11   experience to this board.  And I look forward to

12   working with you all.  Thank you.

13                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Welcome again.

14        And I'm sorry.  I neglected to also wish our

15   former Council member Maverick Ryan the best in his new

16   endeavor, which I believe involves his work with tribal

17   nations outside state government.  So I appreciate his

18   service on the Council as well, as well as the added

19   transition within the Department of Natural Resources

20   at the commissioner level.

21        So with that, Council members, we have a very

22   fairly straightforward agenda before us today.  If

23   there are any changes, please bring those forward as we

24   adopt the agenda.

25        And the chair would entertain a motion to adopt
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 1   the agenda.

 2                      MS. DEAN:  So moved, Chair.

 3                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

 4        Is there a second?

 5                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Second.

 6                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

 7        All in favor of the agenda as proposed, please say

 8   aye.

 9                      MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

10                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?

11        All right.  Agenda is adopted.

12        Moving on to the minutes from our regular February

13   18th Council meeting.

14        I have a couple items I would note.  But before I

15   do, were there any other edits or comments from other

16   Council members to the minutes?

17        All right.

18                      MR. RYBARIK:  None here.

19                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you.

20        If I could call everyone's attention to two

21   changes.

22        On Page 30, actually 32, reading the upper

23   right-hand corner page numbers, "A consultation meeting

24   with the Cowlitz Indian Tribe that had been scheduled

25   was postponed and is now expected to occur in Everett."
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 1   That should be April or late April, just to be more

 2   specific.  We have that change tracked.

 3        And then moving on to the second and last one,

 4   on -- actually going earlier into the minutes, on

 5   Page 14.  Again, page number in the upper right-hand

 6   corner of this format.  I believe on that exchange

 7   between Council Rybarik and Ms. Hafkemeyer on the ORCAA

 8   clean air permit for the Grays Harbor facility, there

 9   on Line 21, it's referenced as Chair Beckett.  I

10   believe that was Council Rybarik's comments --

11                      MR. RYBARIK:  Oh.

12                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- not mine.

13        So just wanted to clarify for the record that

14   exchange.

15                      MR. RYBARIK:  Good catch.  And I

16   agree with that.  Yeah.

17                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Great.  Was going to

18   say, let me double-check that with you, Council

19   Rybarik.

20        So with those two changes, again, are there any

21   others from Council?

22        All right.  Hearing none --

23                      MR. ECKROTH:  Chair.

24                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- then --

25                      MR. ECKROTH:  Chair Beckett, this is
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 1   Robby Eckroth, Skagit County.  I believe that the

 2   minutes say I was not present.  I just want to note

 3   that I believe I was.

 4                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Ah.  Excellent.

 5   Thank you for that correction.

 6        We've got all three captured here by the staff.

 7        So, with that, chair would entertain a motion to

 8   adopt the minutes with those amendments.

 9                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair --

10                      MR. RYBARIK:  So moved.  Sorry.

11                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Somebody already did.

12   I'll second.

13                      MR. RYBARIK:  All right.

14                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.

15        We have a motion before us that has been seconded.

16        All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,

17   please say aye.

18                      MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

19                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?

20                      MS. DEAN:  I'll abstain.

21                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.

22        And with that, the minutes are adopted.

23        So we will move on to our project updates.  And,

24   again, for the benefit of other outside folks that may

25   have not participated in the recent meeting or two, in
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 1   general we have a new format that reflects projects

 2   that have non- -- nonroutine updates will be those

 3   focused in the public meeting here before us, whether

 4   they're staff presentations or times outside like with

 5   the soon-to-be Ostrea Solar update.

 6        Other projects that are routine are in the same

 7   public packet.  They are the normal written reports

 8   that we receive, but we have dispensed with the verbal

 9   addition of that in terms of their presence in the

10   meeting.

11        So with that reminder on our new approach here,

12   with that we move to Ostrea Solar update.

13        And, Mr. Voltz, are you with us?

14                      MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, sir.

15        Good afternoon --

16                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.

17                      MR. VOLTZ:  -- Chair Beckett.  Oh,

18   sorry about that.

19        Good afternoon, Chair Beckett, Council members,

20   and staff.  This is Jon Voltz with Cypress Creek

21   Renewables representing Ostrea Solar.

22        In the month of February, we continued the O&M

23   facility construction, began the utility testing with

24   Bonneville Power Administration, and submitted the

25   initial results for their review.
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 1        They have now a certain time frame to review those

 2   results.  And upon approval, we would be granted the

 3   ability to remove the curtailment limit of, I think

 4   we're at six-megawatt generation during the trial

 5   operations.

 6        And so commissioning works do continue.  We are at

 7   a hold point until that curtailment is lifted, but we

 8   expect that to be very soon.  Then we can proceed for

 9   the final commissioning.

10        There were -- the major construction work is

11   complete, and so there are some inspections taking

12   place across the site as far as the -- the SWPPP

13   maintenance, and so a couple items were identified that

14   are listed here.  They're ongoing to correct.  But as

15   no major construction is expected in the future, these

16   should kind of be just touch-up works and monitoring

17   moving forward.

18        As operations is, I'll say imminent, we have

19   submitted the operational compliance plans for SWPPP,

20   spill control, vegetation, weed management, emergency

21   plan to EFSEC for review.  So that should be in your

22   court or in EFSEC's court to approve those plans prior

23   to the facility becoming operational.

24        Other than that, there is nothing nonroutine to

25   report for the period.
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 1                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank

 2   you.

 3        And I would also thank you for the ongoing level

 4   of detail on the updates, which I think just helps put

 5   on display both for the Council and the public what it

 6   really takes for projects to ultimately come forward

 7   once they have been approved.  So thanks for that added

 8   diligence.

 9        Council members, are there any other comments or

10   questions on Ostrea?

11        Hearing none.

12        Moving on --

13                      MR. RYBARIK:  Just --

14                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- to Columbia --

15                      MR. RYBARIK:  -- real, real quick --

16                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.

17                      MR. RYBARIK:  -- Chair Beckett, if I

18   might.

19        And, Jon, you might have just said this, but I

20   might have missed it.  What is the expected, like, full

21   online date for the project?

22                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thanks, Council

23   Rybarik.

24                      MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, the -- we don't

25   have a current date.  It is dependent on when
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 1   Bonneville Power Administration approves the test

 2   results and issues us the "permission to operate

 3   commercially" letter.  But we expect that to be -- I

 4   think the best-case scenario we're looking at is end of

 5   this month or early April.

 6        At that point, we will be generating fully.

 7   However, we will still be in the construction phase

 8   under the site certification agreement until we

 9   complete our final testing and vegetation restoration.

10   And so it's kind of -- it doesn't exactly answer your

11   question, but full generation, we do expect to be end

12   of March, early April.  And then transition into, you

13   know, operational coverage versus construction is

14   likely more May/June time frame.

15                      MR. RYBARIK:  Very good.  Appreciate

16   it.  Thanks.

17                      MR. VOLTZ:  No problem.

18                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Other questions?

19        Hearing none.

20        We'll move on to Columbia Solar.  And Sara

21   Randolph, I believe, will provide the update.

22                      MR. BARNES:  Good afternoon.  Thank

23   you, Chair Beckett and Council members and staff.  For

24   the record, this is John Barnes on behalf of Sara

25   Randolph, site specialist for the Columbia Solar.
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 1        A facility update is provided in your packet.  We

 2   expect the facility to submit a formal transfer request

 3   to the Council.  After such, staff will work to

 4   schedule an informational meeting on the amendment

 5   request.  Following the informational meeting, the

 6   review of comments received by staff will prepare -- or

 7   staff will prepare documents to support the Council's

 8   actions on the request, which will be posted for public

 9   comment prior to Council's vote on the request.

10        There are no nonroutine updates to report.

11                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.

12        Council members, are there comments or questions?

13        Hearing none.

14        Moving on to the Carriger Solar.  Joanne Snarski

15   will provide the update.

16                      MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair

17   Beckett and Council members.  For the record, this is

18   Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the Carriger

19   Solar facility in Klickitat County.

20        The process of current judicial review of this

21   project with the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the

22   Yakama Nation has slowed down the progress of the

23   applicant to draft the required plans and move forward

24   with construction.  However, EFSEC staff are continuing

25   to discuss Carriger's timing for submitting the plans
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 1   required in the site certification agreement.

 2        That's all I have.  Any questions?

 3                      CHAIR BECKETT:  One question I would

 4   have -- I suspect others may raise it too -- is if

 5   there was any other appropriate update on litigation?

 6   Knowing sometimes that's not in the public meeting, but

 7   I assume we're still in process there.

 8                      MR. THOMPSON:  Chair Beckett, this

 9   is Jon Thompson.

10        Are you referring to the Carriger --

11                      CHAIR BECKETT:  I am.

12                      MR. THOMPSON:  -- specifically?

13        Well, the update is that we still need to transmit

14   the agency record and index to the Thurston County

15   Superior Court and working on that and coordinating

16   with the developer who's intervened in the case and

17   with Yakama Nation, who's the petitioner, to -- and

18   then we'll also have to make a motion to the court to

19   seal those records that are confidential.

20        So all these steps take a bit of time.  So that's

21   what's -- that's what's going on right now.

22                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Appreciate

23   the quick update.  Sorry to put you on the spot.

24        I think -- I suspect other Council -- certainly

25   I'll speak for myself.  If there's anything that's
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 1   impeding that progression, knowing things do take time,

 2   but if there's anything that we can support to make

 3   sure that that's as expeditious as is appropriate, but

 4   especially in light of the governor's executive order

 5   on several projects, including that one, Carriger,

 6   obviously we want to make sure that we're advancing

 7   that as quickly as feasible.  So appreciate your

 8   diligence in that regard.

 9        Council members, other questions, comments?

10        Seeing none.

11        Moving on to the Cascade Renewables Transmission

12   Project.  And Maria Belkina will provide the update, I

13   believe.

14                      MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair

15   Beckett and Council members.  For the record, my name

16   is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the

17   Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.

18        EFSEC is continuing to review the application for

19   site certification for compliance with WAC 463-60, with

20   the objective of determining whether the application

21   contains sufficient information to support the next

22   phase of review.

23        An initial data request has been issued to the

24   applicant -- to the applicant to support ongoing review

25   and preparation for the SEPA process.  Given this scope
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 1   of the request, we anticipate continued coordination

 2   with the applicant regarding timing of responses.

 3        Preparation is underway to initiate the SEPA

 4   process, including an anticipated determination of

 5   significance and scoping.  Coordination is ongoing to

 6   align EFSEC's SEPA process with the federal NEPA

 7   process.

 8        EFSEC continues coordination with federal and

 9   state agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of

10   Engineers, as well as Oregon agencies, to support

11   interagency alignment and information sharing.

12        We are also coordinated with -- coordinating with

13   Skamania County and the Columbia River Gorge Commission

14   regarding the National Scenic Area permitting

15   framework, including potential development of an

16   interlocal agreement to clarify roles and

17   responsibilities.

18        I would be happy to answer any questions.  Thank

19   you.

20                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

21   update.

22        Council members, do you have questions or need

23   anything reiterated from the update?

24        Council Pamplin.

25                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Yes, Mr. Chair.
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 1                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes.  Please.

 2   Please go ahead.  Thank you.

 3                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Thanks, Mr. Chair.  I

 4   may have missed it in the update.  But what is the

 5   status of rounding out the Council participation, given

 6   the different local governments that are -- that this

 7   line transects, please?  Thank you.

 8                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me just add a

 9   quick word before staff further jump in.  But I wanted

10   to also acknowledge and thank Council Leckie from

11   Skamania, who's online with us today.  Jeff Breckel

12   from Stevenson, who's been in prior meetings, but I

13   think, unless he logged in here recently, is absent

14   today.  And then we do have a new named Council member,

15   Jennifer Senescu, from the city of Camas.  There's, I

16   think, certainly a couple other open items, so

17   appreciate your question, Council Pamplin.

18        Ms. Belkina or Hafkemeyer, or --

19                      MS. BELKINA:  Yes.

20                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- Thompson.

21                      MS. BELKINA:  We have two more on it

22   here.  It will be on circle for Klickitat County for

23   next week -- next month.  And the -- there isn't any

24   answer for Clark County.

25                      CHAIR BECKETT:  So Klickitat County
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 1   is coming and likely with us by next month.  And then

 2   still pending on Clark County.  Is that correct?

 3        And as far as we know, that is -- that would then

 4   round out the known Council at that point, or do we

 5   still have other jurisdictions that we're sorting

 6   through?  I know Port of Skamania, I believe, was one

 7   of those, by example.

 8                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  For the record,

 9   this is Ami Hafkemeyer.  We have had some additional

10   conversations with some of the local governments, some

11   cities.  And we are expecting some follow-up

12   information in writing as to whether or not, you know,

13   some of those local jurisdictions that may have a very

14   small portion of the line or maybe don't agree that the

15   project falls within their city limits.  We expect in

16   the coming month to have some confirmation in writing

17   as to whether or not they'll be appointing somebody to

18   sit on the Council.

19                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.

20   Appreciate that.

21                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Thank you.

22                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Pamplin, any

23   follow-up you wish?

24                      MR. PAMPLIN:  No.  That's helpful.

25   Thank you, sir.
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 1                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Yeah.  Thank you.  I

 2   would certainly just affirm, for the benefit of the

 3   public as well as a thanks to staff as well as local

 4   partners working through, if not the first, it's

 5   certainly been a long time, I think, since EFSEC's had

 6   this type of corridor project.  And sorting through

 7   what are the local representatives to that Council

 8   becomes a little more complex when you get into the

 9   particulars, both under the law as well as under the

10   physicality of the property involved.

11        So appreciate that and as well as people's

12   patience, you know, as we sort through those important

13   details, so...

14                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Looks like Council

15   Leckie has a hand up.

16                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Leckie.

17                      MR. LECKIE:  Yeah.  Yes.  Thank you,

18   Chair.

19        Was there a process for North Bonneville, the city

20   of North Bonneville also to get a representative?  I

21   thought I heard something about that, but I wasn't

22   sure.  Thank you.

23                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Yes, we have had

24   additional conversation with North Bonneville about

25   both their appointment of a Council member as well as
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 1   coordination with their planning department.  So that

 2   is some of the information that we've identified as

 3   forthcoming.

 4                      MR. LECKIE:  Thank you.

 5                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the

 6   question.

 7        Okay.  I think we then -- looks like we're ready

 8   to move on to our transmission programmatic EIS.  And

 9   Sean Greene will be providing that update.

10        I do want to call out and thank both Ecology and

11   EFSEC staff, and Sean in particular, for an integrated,

12   I guess it was hypothetical project scenarios were one

13   part of the exercise recently done.  From what I could

14   see, a good turnout from local county representatives

15   and other staff that I'm sure Sean will expand on a

16   little bit.

17        But I listened in to that, albeit while I was in

18   the car heading to Nespelem, so I may have missed a few

19   things.  But I just thought it was very well done and

20   appreciated just all the effort it took to bring that

21   forward.

22        So, with that, Mr. Greene.

23                      MR. GREENE:  Thank you.

24        Good afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council members.

25   This is Sean Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC.
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 1        During the last Council meeting, I provided a

 2   walk-through of the e-programmatic digital interface

 3   that we have developed for EFSEC's transmission

 4   programmatic EIS.  I can share today that the

 5   e-programmatic and its associated route analysis tool

 6   are now live and available for public use.

 7        To access the e-programmatic directly, users can

 8   go to the EFSEC website at EFSEC.wa.gov and either

 9   navigate to the programmatic EIS landing page under the

10   "About EFSEC" and "Studies and Reports" drop-downs on

11   the top right of the screen, or just type the word

12   "programmatic" into the search bar.  The programmatic

13   EIS landing page on the EFSEC site includes a direct

14   link to the e-programmatic.

15        Additionally, EFSEC has completed the first in a

16   series of at least three joint workshops with the

17   Washington Department of Ecology in which we are

18   sharing our programmatic EISs with planning staff from

19   several different counties.

20        Our first virtual workshop was held on February

21   25th.  It included an introduction on what programmatic

22   EISs are and how they are structured and how -- and can

23   be used to assist project-specific SEPA review us.

24        We then worked with attendees on a case study of

25   how our programmatic EISs would be applied to a
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 1   hypothetical project submitted for review.  The

 2   workshop was fairly well attended, and we received a

 3   lot of positive feedback from the County staff that

 4   participated.

 5        We will be holding an in-person workshop in Grant

 6   County next week on March 25th and a second virtual

 7   workshop on April 2nd.

 8        Are there any questions?

 9                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

10        None for today it looks like.  You were due for an

11   easier go after last time's in-depth discussion, which,

12   again, was welcome and important.

13        I would note for the benefit of those

14   participating today in the meeting that the

15   programmatic link is also in the agenda, so you can go

16   straight to it if you have the agenda up.  Just FYI.

17                      MS. DEAN:  If I may, Chair.

18                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.

19                      MS. DEAN:  One question.  Has tribal

20   consultation taken place yet?  Or what is the plan for

21   that?

22                      MR. GREENE:  For the programmatic

23   EIS?

24                      MS. DEAN:  Yes.

25                      MR. GREENE:  So we had discussions
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 1   with multiple tribes when the programmatic EIS was

 2   being developed.  Some of them discussed the potential

 3   for requesting consultation and further discussions.

 4   Their concerns were -- they thought their concerns were

 5   better addressed through a formal letter and response

 6   from EFSEC when the programmatic EIS was being drafted.

 7   So to my knowledge, at the moment, there's no plans for

 8   formal consultation on the programmatic EIS, although

 9   we are always open to having those consultations with

10   tribes if they are interested.

11                      MS. DEAN:  Thank you.

12                      CHAIR BECKETT:  And certainly

13   they've been included in the outreach efforts --

14                      MR. GREENE:  Yes.

15                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- more recently in

16   addition to the development -- I don't know if they

17   would have called it consultation.  That was a little

18   before my time probably.  But certainly it's been

19   robust or certainly present throughout.

20                      MS. DEAN:  Mm-hmm.

21                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Knowing some of

22   those expectations are evolving as far as what's --

23   what's a best practice, you know, this year, in more

24   recent -- more recent years, so...

25        It also pains me, having remembered a moment
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 1   ago -- it's a good segue from your question -- and it

 2   pains me to go backwards, but let me go back to Cascade

 3   renewable transmission project for just one moment.

 4        I had -- in last month's meeting -- and you'll

 5   find this in the minutes -- was noting as chair who's

 6   under the current statute designated as the lead for

 7   consultation on behalf of the Council, that I was

 8   intending in recommending that we request consultation

 9   on the Cascade renewable transmission project.

10        And so letters are basically prepared and soon to

11   go out requesting that as well as kind of, you know,

12   some broader ongoing engagement with the agency on some

13   of our broader initiatives beyond just CRT.  So just

14   wanted to call that out in case there were any comments

15   from Council members about that intent.  I believe the

16   record shows there's generally affirmation to go do so,

17   which is more of a informal discussion than some action

18   by the Council.

19        But I did want to highlight that for both the

20   public and for Council members today, that that -- that

21   intent is being acted upon.  But since the letters

22   haven't gone out, now is your chance to add a word if

23   you wish.

24        So, again, sorry to roll us backwards in the

25   agenda.  I just skipped over my note I had already
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 1   written to bring that up.

 2        So any comments on that?

 3        Council Pamplin.

 4                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah.  Thanks.

 5   Thanks, Mr. Chair.

 6        And so this would be for the tribal coordination

 7   or consultation on CRT.  I believe during the meeting

 8   last month, there was, I think, like, three tribes

 9   noted, or maybe four, with -- there was three treaty

10   tribes and as well as the Cowlitz Tribe.  I just wanted

11   to make sure that -- and also I think the Columbia

12   River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission.

13        And so I just wanted to make sure that on the

14   radar, that we had added Nez Perce, because they're

15   also a treaty tribe that has treaty fishing rights

16   within that portion of the Columbia main stem.  And so

17   just kind of by count, I would -- I would recommend, at

18   minimum, consulting with Yakama Nation, Warm Springs,

19   Nez Perce, Umatilla, CRITFC, which is the consortium of

20   those four treaty tribes.  And then I also had heard

21   that Cowlitz Indian Tribe was interested.  Thank you.

22                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes would be the

23   quick answer on that intent.  If anything, it's

24   probably at the moment a little more Oregon-oriented.

25   Not that that, I suppose, matters in the grander
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 1   scheme, but it would be inclusive of the Washington

 2   tribes as well.

 3        I would also note, having learned this recently --

 4   well, actually two things.

 5        So first thing I learned a while back -- and this

 6   is standard practice for EFSEC -- that when EFSEC has a

 7   project or goes out, I believe we notify all the

 8   tribes --

 9                      MS. McLEAN:  Mm-hmm.

10                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- of Washington and

11   those relevant from Oregon, just as general notice,

12   whether it's likely to be very much, you know, a

13   project in their -- in their usual and accustomed area

14   or something they're more focused on.  But that is the

15   standard practice.

16        And while that may seem a little broad to some on

17   the face of it, the second thing that I learned more

18   recently was, by example, the Makah Nation certainly

19   weighs in on any number of species issues that pertain

20   to those coming out of the Columbia, amongst other

21   examples.

22        So whether or not Makah chooses to consult on

23   Cascade Renewable Transmission Project, I don't know.

24   They've been notified in earlier times when the broad

25   distribution first started.  But nonetheless, you know,
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 1   just some of the nature of it's sometimes hard to tell

 2   where you draw the circle on who all should be

 3   involved.

 4        So EFSEC tries to be pretty expansive in its

 5   conclusion when we get started, knowing that's probably

 6   a little broad, but we narrow in from there.  So hope

 7   that helps put a little further specifics on how we do

 8   our work around here.

 9                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Yes.  And thanks.

10   Thanks, Mr. Chair.  Really appreciate that addition as

11   well as completely endorse that as the approach of just

12   being inclusive and then allowing the -- the tribes

13   that are, you know, notified they can self-select how

14   much engagement that they provide.  So thank you.

15                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Yep.

16        And I should clarify too, Cowlitz, the Cowlitz

17   Tribe have requested consultation.  And in this case,

18   on behalf of the Council, we're sending these letters

19   out asking for consultation of the others and hope to

20   certainly, you know, have that engagement, much as some

21   have weighed in in the record -- CRITFC, as I recall

22   it -- as we, the Council, you know, proceeds in its

23   objective review of this over time.

24        So thanks for letting me unpack that a little

25   further.
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 1        And unless I see any other hands up, I will move

 2   us back.  And now on to Horse Heaven.

 3                      MS. MOON:  Good afternoon --

 4                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Amy Moon will

 5   provide the update.  Thank you.

 6                      MS. MOON:  Oh.  Thank you.

 7        Good afternoon, Council Chair Beckett and EFSEC

 8   Council members.  This is Amy Moon providing an update

 9   on Horse Heaven.

10        In February, I reported that EFSEC received

11   facilitator reports with preconstruction survey plans

12   for several wildlife species, including a combined

13   report for the striped whipsnake and sagebrush lizard,

14   burrowing owl, prairie falcon, the black-tail

15   jackrabbit, the white-tail jackrabbit, and the

16   Townsend's ground squirrel.  We also received the

17   Wild-10 preconstruction bat monitoring plan and the

18   Species-12 Townsend's ground squirrel mitigation and

19   management plan.  Those were all facilitator reports.

20        I wanted to let the Council know that these

21   documents have since been reviewed by EFSEC staff and

22   approved by the acting EFSEC executive director.

23        Staff continue to work with the certificate holder

24   to review plans, including the Land & Shoreline Use, or

25   LSU, Dryland Farming Management Plan as required by
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 1   Mitigation Measure LSU-2 and the Livestock Management

 2   Plan required under Mitigation Measures LSU-1 and

 3   LSU-3, which were recently received from the

 4   certificate holder.

 5        The plans were developed as a framework for

 6   coordination with landowners and tenant farmers during

 7   project construction, operation, and decommissioning,

 8   with the objective to establish clear communication

 9   expectations, practical notice periods, and fieldwork

10   protocols that reflect local practices.

11        EFSEC staff are also evaluating a recent request

12   to remove three trees consistent with Mitigation Veg-1,

13   tree avoidance.  This mitigation measure states that

14   construction shall avoid removing or disturbing trees

15   within the project lease boundary but also allows for

16   the certificate holder to remove trees with EFSEC

17   pre-approval where tree disturbance cannot be avoided

18   by the project.

19        The certificate holder reports that the three

20   black walnut trees located at the intersection of

21   Beightol Road -- and if I mispronounce that for locals,

22   correct me at some point -- at the intersection of

23   Beightol Road and County Well Road need to be removed

24   to support siting and construction of a substation and

25   point of interconnect, as the siting of the substation
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 1   elsewhere cannot feasibly be done within the existing

 2   approved micro-siting corridor.

 3        Two of these trees are in poor condition, and one

 4   was confirmed dead last year in 2025.  Mitigation for

 5   removal of the three trees would be replacement in kind

 6   with three native species that will have a higher

 7   probability of survival.  Details of the tree

 8   replacement will be included in the revised Wildlife

 9   and Habitat Mitigation Plan prior to the start of

10   construction.

11        After receiving EFSEC approval of their Pronghorn

12   GPS Collaring Protocol and the Pronghorn Capture &

13   Handling Procedures, the certificate holder conducted

14   two pronghorn collaring events on February 27th and

15   March 13th.  A total of 17 pronghorn have been collared

16   and are being tracked by GPS, including 14 females and

17   three males.

18        Does the Council have any questions?

19                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,

20   comments or questions?

21        I see none.

22        So we will say thank you on that update and move

23   on to Hop Hill, which John Barnes will provide.

24                      MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair

25   Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,
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 1   EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.

 2        Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in

 3   the submission of additional application materials for

 4   the Hop Hill project.  Staff are also working with the

 5   applicant and the Department of Ecology to schedule an

 6   April site visit to conduct verification of the

 7   wetlands and waters delineation reports for this

 8   project.  This verification is required to support SEPA

 9   determination for the project.

10        Are there any questions?

11                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

12        Seeing none.

13        We will move on to Wallula Gap.

14                      MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair

15   Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,

16   EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.

17        Staff are continuing to work with the applicant

18   OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource

19   Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,

20   traditional cultural properties, study and report

21   conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.

22        Staff have received the Department of Ecology

23   final wetlands and waters report for this application.

24   Staff will be working with the applicant to determine

25   if project modifications are needed based on the
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 1   information contained in this report.  As a reminder,

 2   identification of potential project impacts and

 3   mitigations that can be resolved as part of the EFSEC

 4   SEPA determination process.

 5        Are there any questions?

 6                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,

 7   comments, questions?

 8        Seeing none.

 9        We will move on to Goldeneye, and Joanne Snarski

10   will provide the update.

11                      MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you.

12        Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting

13   specialist for the proposed Goldeneye battery energy

14   storage facility proposed in Skagit County.

15        Staff are continuing to assess the potential

16   impacts from the proposed project as required by the

17   State Environmental Policy Act.  We are working

18   internally and with our supporting agency partners to

19   evaluate potential impacts to determine if there will

20   be any additional data needs to support our evaluation.

21        Also, staff recently received a letter from the

22   Upper Skagit Tribe identifying their ongoing concerns

23   with the project location.  We are evaluating best

24   options for following up with them.

25        May I answer any questions?
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 1                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, questions

 2   or comments for staff?

 3        Okay.  Seeing none.

 4        I did want to note, as I think staff probably have

 5   captured, but, Council Krupin, I've seen your note here

 6   about asking for details on the Hop Hill site visit

 7   afterwards.  So just capturing that for the record,

 8   Council Krupin.

 9        And with that, we will move on to our other agency

10   updates, starting with Dave Walker.

11                      MR. WALKER:  Yeah.  Thank you, Chair

12   Beckett.  For the record, Dave Walker, interim director

13   with EFSEC.

14        I first wanted to start with a new-employee

15   update.  I wanted to introduce Gina Young.  She started

16   with us at the beginning of this month.  Gina is part

17   of our contracts and fiscal office and is a fantastic

18   addition, and we very much appreciate her being aboard.

19   She comes to us from Department of Health, and prior

20   that -- prior to that, Employment Security.  She'd been

21   with the State for about four years now.  So welcome,

22   Gina.

23                      MS. YOUNG:  Thank you.

24                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Welcome.

25                      MR. WALKER:  Next, I wanted to just
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 1   give a quick budget update, now that the legislative

 2   session is over.  The budget bill is with the governor

 3   currently for review.  We do not have a signed budget

 4   bill as of yet.  Although what started to be -- started

 5   out to be what we anticipated a 15 percent reduction in

 6   our general funds, was greatly diminished as the

 7   legislative session made its way through to conclusion.

 8        With the numbers -- and it's really hard to say

 9   quite yet where they're going to land.  Obviously the

10   governor still needs to review and sign it, so it's

11   most likely premature for us to make any statements at

12   this point.  Although we believe that the budget is in

13   good shape for EFSEC moving into the second half of

14   this fiscal year.  So once we have a signed budget,

15   we'll certainly update the Council on any changes that

16   have occurred on that.

17        One thing I did want to bring forward was EFSEC's

18   work on the Executive Order 25-11.  This is specific to

19   projects going -- going on across the state -- and

20   these are clean energy projects -- that EFSEC does have

21   jurisdiction over seven of those projects that we're

22   currently efforting with the acceleration team that was

23   created by Executive Order 25-11.

24        We have had a chance to go through and comb that

25   list, and we have brought it down to three, possibly
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 1   four projects under EFSEC jurisdiction that will meet

 2   the requirements and elements of the tax incentives as

 3   put forth in the federal budget.

 4        We are going to continue to work those obviously

 5   with the acceleration team and internally to see if we

 6   can bring three or possibly all four of these projects

 7   to conclusion within the time frames, which is

 8   operational, I believe -- and correct me if I'm wrong

 9   on this one Ami -- they need to be operational by the

10   end of December 2029.  Does that sound --

11                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I believe that's

12   correct.

13                      MR. WALKER:  -- correct?  Okay.

14        So that's all we really have to talk about on this

15   particular subject at this time, but we'll certainly

16   keep the Council informed as we are continuing to move

17   forward on these acceleration efforts.

18        And with that, that was all I had from my updates.

19                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.

20                      MR. WALKER:  I could hand it over to

21   Lisa if she --

22                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Let's see if Council

23   have questions or comments for you.  Appreciate the

24   focus on the governor's executive order, of course.

25   And as noted on Carriger, I guess, by myself earlier.
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 1        So, with that, Council members, questions or

 2   discussion you'd wish to have about any of Dave's

 3   updates?

 4        None for now.

 5                      MR. WALKER:  Okay.

 6                      MR. RYBARIK:  Thanks for the update.

 7   Welcome.  Welcome, new folks.

 8                      CHAIR BECKETT:  And with that, we

 9   will move on to our legislative update and then

10   followed by the rulemaking update.  That, again, is

11   rulemaking on preapplication, adjudication, and site

12   restoration overall.  We may focus on less than all

13   those three today, but I'll turn it to Lisa.

14                      MS. McLEAN:  Thank you, Chair

15   Beckett, Council members.  For the record, my name is

16   Lisa McLean, the legislative and policy manager and

17   tribal liaison for EFSEC.

18        Legislative and policies on the agenda for today.

19   Legislative update.  We all know that the -- their sine

20   die was on Thursday.  And our major -- the major piece

21   of legislation that we were tracking and trying to work

22   with the sponsors on was SHB 2496 concerning tribal

23   consultation conducted by EFSEC.  That was sponsored by

24   Senator Sharon Shewmake and Representative Chris

25   Stearns.  That passed.
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 1        The legislature and now is waiting -- awaiting the

 2   governor's signature.  It was not agency-request

 3   legislation, per se, but something that we were working

 4   actively with Yakama, the Association of Washington

 5   Businesses, and elected staff members and the

 6   governor's office on.

 7        To go into details about what that bill is going

 8   to allow, it's going to allow the full Council to meet

 9   with a tribal council at their request as part of the

10   government-to-government consultation process.  Should

11   the number of Council members constitute a quorum, it

12   will not constitute a meeting under the Open Public

13   Meetings Act provided that there is no deliberation

14   between members of the EFSEC Council and there are no

15   assurances or commitments made by members of the EFSEC

16   Council at the meeting.

17        The goal of the consultation is to hear from the

18   tribes, to enable them to provide us information

19   regarding tribal resources and rights that might be

20   affected by the project, and also as a way for them to

21   give us their proposals for minimizing, avoiding, or

22   mitigating any adverse effects.

23        Also our statute already required us to provide a

24   summary of the G2G consultation process to the

25   governor.  Now, as per the amendments that have been
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 1   made, any report summarizing that G2G consultation

 2   process should be given in advance to the tribe, who

 3   should be given 30 days to request any corrections or

 4   provide a summary of its own.

 5        This is important -- this bill is important

 6   because of the fact that some of the tribes want to

 7   meet with all the decision-makers, not just the chair,

 8   as it was before.  And so that's important to them.

 9   And they also want to be able to see whether -- how we

10   are characterizing to the governor the consultation

11   process.

12        The business community has some concerns.  We work

13   with Association of Business -- Association of

14   Washington Businesses.  They were worried about

15   discussions that are out of the public eye that might

16   exclude them from the discussion and worried that maybe

17   some mitigation measures would be agreed to behind

18   closed doors.  And they also were concerned about the

19   ability of the tribe to submit their own summary of the

20   consultation process.

21        We worked closely with AWB.  They were not pro,

22   but they were neutral.  And we did -- there's nuanced

23   language in the amendments that were approved that seek

24   to address some of those concerns.

25        We welcome -- overall, we welcome the change to
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 1   our statute and hope that it serves as an important

 2   step in keeping our ability to learn and engage in

 3   meaningful dialogue with our tribal partners as we

 4   pursue the agency's responsibilities.

 5        So that's my legislative update.  If there are any

 6   questions about that.  Or anything.

 7                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Turn this to the

 8   Council, see if there were any comments or questions on

 9   the legislative item.

10        I would just quickly say thank you.  I would also

11   highlight and celebrate our staff's work with the

12   Yakama Nation staff as well as that with the

13   Association of Washington Business and appreciate that

14   organization trying to work, you know, through to a

15   solution, knowing they had concerns, which seems to be

16   not quite done yet in terms of the governor's

17   consideration and signature, but well on its way, and

18   appreciate our legislative leaders you mentioned who

19   were a part of that.

20        I will just note, should that be signed into law,

21   today I feel at times sometimes, you know, we're not

22   always ensuring we're hearing one another, especially

23   in some of the conversations and within our

24   consultation.  And where that can be a more fulsome

25   hearing of one another's needs and impacts or concerns,
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 1   like on the Cascade renewable transmission project, at

 2   the beginning, rather than when it's currently allowed,

 3   far later in adjudication, in a more, you know, legal

 4   and appropriate setting, knowing some projects need

 5   adjudication, that's one of the hopefully benefits that

 6   ultimately won't change the public's full review and

 7   input ultimately as the Council does its work and

 8   eventually reaches, you know, conclusion on any

 9   project.

10        So I think that's part of the experiment here

11   that's underway, but I think well -- coming from a good

12   place.  So, with that added context, thanks, Council,

13   for allowing me to expand on that.

14        And so, Council Nelson, please.

15                      MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair

16   Beckett.  You know, this -- this thought might not be

17   fully cooked, but I just want to express it because

18   we're having this -- this discussion with Department of

19   Ecology.

20        So if this is signed into law, if -- if a tribe,

21   tribal government, requests a G2G with an agency -- and

22   in the G2Gs I've been into, there's often been, like, a

23   full agenda, multiple topics, you know.  But even if a

24   site's being permitted through EFSEC, you know, they

25   can still talk to an agency about concerns.
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 1        So I was just wondering as a Council member what

 2   are, under the judicial ethics laws that we're -- you

 3   know, that we have to have a hold to, what if any our

 4   role could then be in those G2Gs within our agencies,

 5   you know, if a site that was going through EFSEC was on

 6   the agenda.

 7        So that's something that I plan to seek guidance

 8   on.  Just wanted to throw that out there.

 9                      CHAIR BECKETT:  So let me try to

10   make sure I heard you:  That if you're involved in a

11   consultation within Ecology, if Ecology is consulting?

12                      MR. NELSON:  Yes.  So previously,

13   you know, it just would have been the EFSEC chair

14   participating in a G2G with the tribe.  And now if

15   there's Council members present and then we also are

16   called into, you know, a separate G2G at our agency

17   regarding -- you know, and if they're an energy

18   facility that is going to go through EFSEC or isn't in

19   the process through EFSEC is on that agenda, if we

20   should recuse ourselves, you know, or if we -- if that

21   would have any impact on -- on those standards we need

22   to uphold about not talking about specific projects

23   outside of this process.

24                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Sure.  Well, we may

25   need to follow up with you to just get a little further
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 1   detail and clarity to make sure we're answering the

 2   question fully and correctly.

 3        Generally the operating condition is that the

 4   Council only does work as the Council.  And, hence, if

 5   you're, you know, exposed on a EFSEC project within

 6   other agency work, that's where you would need to not

 7   be present, per se, is the, I think, simple answer.

 8   But we may need to dig in a little offline, which we're

 9   happy to do with Counsel Thompson as well.

10                      MR. NELSON:  I was going to say,

11   thank you, Chair Beckett.  Due to my personal liability

12   in the matter, that is the stance I am currently

13   taking.  But it is an open discussion, so I just want

14   to make sure I get it right.

15                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.

16   Well, the conditions do evolve with each -- with each

17   item, so there's not always common answers across --

18   across that same question.  So appreciate your

19   diligence in raising it.

20        Any other hands?

21        With that, then we will move to rulemaking.

22                      MS. McLEAN:  Moving to rulemaking.

23   As you will recall, we filed a preproposal statement of

24   inquiry in November for amending three chapters:

25   Chapters related to adjudicative proceedings, related
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 1   to application process, and related to site restoration

 2   and preservation.

 3        The adjudicative proceeding and site restoration

 4   and preservation is an attempt to update the language

 5   to the current practice that we use.  And the

 6   application process is about adding detail about the

 7   preapplication process into the rules.

 8        So we had hoped to have draft amendments to you in

 9   February for Council review, but unfortunately, due to

10   legislative session, onboarding of our new rules and

11   policy coordinator, and other things, we have somewhat

12   slowed in this process.

13        However, in the last couple weeks, we've made a

14   lot, a lot of progress.  And we believe that we are on

15   the verge of sharing the draft amended language with

16   our legal counsels for review.  And depending upon

17   their availability, given their other responsibilities

18   towards the Council, we see a realistic schedule could

19   maybe be that we present to you the language for

20   approval in April 15th and come back to you for final

21   approval on July 15th with the new rules taking effect

22   on August 15th, or alternatively, we may have to -- we

23   may not be ready till May 20th, whereupon you would be

24   approving in May 20th the language to go in front of

25   the people for a hearing, and then the Council would
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 1   approve the final version on August 19th, and it would

 2   take effect on September 14th.

 3        Having said all of that, as all of you are members

 4   of your own agencies and probably have participated in

 5   rules, this all assumes that we file language, we have

 6   a hearing, and we don't make any huge, substantive

 7   amendments that require us to refile the language and

 8   have another hearing.

 9        So if it's all smooth, then we might have rules by

10   September at the latest.  But, you know, we never can

11   say.  So stay tuned.  We are working on it.  Hopefully

12   we'll have something for you soon.

13                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

14   update.

15                      MS. McLEAN:  Yeah.

16                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, let me

17   turn -- I have a comment, but let me turn to my fellow

18   Council members first for any questions or comments

19   they may wish.

20        I would just -- I guess, thanks.  Then I would

21   add, as the person who's always pushing to move with

22   time-certain outcomes and with -- I wouldn't say always

23   with speed, but again, with, you know, more certainty

24   around our path, I also appreciate that quickly we'll

25   be at year end if we don't keep moving here.
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 1        But at the same juncture, I do think, given the

 2   topics and just kind of the general path ahead for

 3   EFSEC, whatever clarifications, improvements, changes

 4   we're making, we need to do our best work and get it,

 5   you know, as constructively clear as we can.  And if

 6   that takes a little more time to do that, ultimately I

 7   think, you know, we can do a little bit of both there

 8   as you bring that schedule forward.  So we'll look

 9   forward to more evolutions as you've already updated,

10   so soon.

11        With that, that concludes our main agenda.  If

12   there are closing comments or any questions, et cetera,

13   from Council members, let me call for that, or soon we

14   will be -- we will be finished.

15                      MR. RYBARIK:  Very quickly, Chair

16   Beckett, want to go back to the beginning of our agenda

17   and just welcome Kate Dean to the Council.  Welcome

18   aboard.  Sorry I couldn't be there with you in person

19   today at the -- at the UTC/EFSEC building but will meet

20   you soon and looking forward to working with you.

21                      MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Council

22   Rybarik.  I'm sorry to say that you're all missing "Pie

23   Day" here.  And there's quite a selection of pie, just

24   to rub it in.

25                      MR. RYBARIK:  Maybe we'll have to
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 1   have Pizza Pie Day for a future meeting.  But very

 2   good.  Thank you.

 3                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Both were

 4   represented, just so you know.

 5                      MR. RYBARIK:  Ah.  All right.  Very

 6   good.

 7                      CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.  Well,

 8   thank you, all, and especially our Council members, for

 9   your time and participation, engagement today.  And

10   with that, at 2:22, we are adjourned.

11                             (Meeting adjourned at

12                              2:22 p.m.)
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 1   STATE OF WASHINGTON )     I, John M.S. Botelho, CCR, RPR,

                         ) ss  a certified court reporter

 2   County of Pierce    )     in the State of Washington, do

                               hereby certify:

 3

 4

          That the foregoing monthly meeting of the Washington

 5   State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was conducted

     in my presence and adjourned on March 18, 2026, and

 6   thereafter was transcribed under my direction; that the

     transcript is a full, true and complete transcript of the

 7   said meeting, transcribed to the best of my ability;

 8        That I am not a relative, employee, attorney or counsel

     of any party to this matter or relative or employee of any

 9   such attorney or counsel and that I am not financially

     interested in the said matter or the outcome thereof;

10

          IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

11   this 1st day of April, 2026.
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15                             _________________________________

                               /s/John M.S. Botelho, CCR, RPR

16                             Certified Court Reporter No. 2976

                               (Certification expires 5/26/2026.)
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		24						LN		2		8		false		           8				false

		25						LN		2		8		false		                       Brian Rybarik,				false

		26						LN		2		9		false		           9           Utilities & Transportation Commission				false

		27						LN		2		10		false		          10				false

		28						LN		2		11		false		          11      LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND OPTIONAL STATE AGENCIES:				false

		29						LN		2		12		false		          12           Hop Hill Solar:				false

		30						LN		2		13		false		          13               Paul Krupin, Benton County				false

		31						LN		2		14		false		          14           Goldeneye BESS:				false

		32						LN		2		15		false		          15               Robby Eckroth, Skagit County				false

		33						LN		2		16		false		          16           Cascade Renewable Transmission:				false

		34						LN		2		17		false		          17               Asa Leckie, Skamania County				false

		35						LN		2		18		false		          18				false

		36						LN		2		19		false		          19      ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL:				false

		37						LN		2		20		false		          20           Jon Thompson				false

		38						LN		2		21		false		          21           Zack Packer				false

		39						LN		2		22		false		          22           Talia Thuet				false

		40						LN		2		23		false		          23				false

		41						LN		2		24		false		          24				false

		42						LN		2		25		false		          25				false

		43						PG		3		0		false		page 3				false

		44						LN		3		1		false		           1                    APPEARANCES (Continuing)				false

		45						LN		3		2		false		           2				false

		46						LN		3		3		false		           3      COUNCIL STAFF:				false

		47						LN		3		4		false		           4				false

		48						LN		3		4		false		                      Dave Walker                John Barnes				false

		49						LN		3		5		false		           5				false

		50						LN		3		5		false		                      Ami Hafkemeyer             Joanne Snarski				false

		51						LN		3		6		false		           6				false

		52						LN		3		6		false		                      Amy Moon                   Maria Belkina				false

		53						LN		3		7		false		           7				false

		54						LN		3		7		false		                      Joan Owens                 Lisa McLean				false

		55						LN		3		8		false		           8				false

		56						LN		3		8		false		                      Andrea Grantham            Gina Young				false

		57						LN		3		9		false		           9				false

		58						LN		3		9		false		                      Sean Greene				false

		59						LN		3		10		false		          10				false

		60						LN		3		11		false		          11				false

		61						LN		3		12		false		          12      OPERATIONAL UPDATES:				false

		62						LN		3		13		false		          13           Jon Voltz				false

		63						LN		3		13		false		                       Ostrea Solar, Cypress Creek Renewables				false

		64						LN		3		14		false		          14				false

		65						LN		3		15		false		          15				false

		66						LN		3		15		false		                  COUNSEL FOR THE ENVIRONMENT:				false

		67						LN		3		16		false		          16				false

		68						LN		3		16		false		                       Sarah Reyneveld				false

		69						LN		3		17		false		          17				false

		70						LN		3		17		false		                       Yuriy Korol				false

		71						LN		3		18		false		          18				false

		72						LN		3		19		false		          19				false

		73						LN		3		20		false		          20				false

		74						LN		3		21		false		          21				false

		75						LN		3		22		false		          22				false

		76						LN		3		23		false		          23				false

		77						LN		3		24		false		          24				false

		78						LN		3		25		false		          25				false

		79						PG		4		0		false		page 4				false

		80						LN		4		1		false		           1                          MEETING INDEX				false

		81						LN		4		2		false		           2      EVENT:                                       PAGE NO.				false

		82						LN		4		3		false		           3    Call to order                                       5				false

		83						LN		4		4		false		           4    Roll call                                           5				false

		84						LN		4		5		false		           5    New-member introduction                             8				false

		85						LN		4		6		false		           6    Proposed agenda                                     9				false

		86						LN		4		7		false		           7    Minutes				false

		87						LN		4		8		false		           8        February 18, 2026, monthly meeting minutes     10				false

		88						LN		4		9		false		           9    Projects				false

		89						LN		4		10		false		          10        Ostrea Solar                                   13				false

		90						LN		4		11		false		          11        Columbia Solar                                 16				false

		91						LN		4		12		false		          12        Carriger Solar                                 17				false

		92						LN		4		13		false		          13        Cascade Renewables Transmission                19				false

		93						LN		4		14		false		          14        Transmission PEIS                              24				false

		94						LN		4		15		false		          15        Horse Heaven                                   32				false

		95						LN		4		16		false		          16        Hop Hill Solar                                 34				false

		96						LN		4		17		false		          17        Wallula Gap Solar                              35				false

		97						LN		4		18		false		          18        Goldeneye BESS                                 36				false

		98						LN		4		19		false		          19    Other				false

		99						LN		4		20		false		          20        Director update                                37				false

		100						LN		4		21		false		          21            New-employee update                        37				false

		101						LN		4		22		false		          22            Budget update                              38				false

		102						LN		4		23		false		          23        Legislative update                             40				false

		103						LN		4		24		false		          24        Rulemaking update                              46				false

		104						LN		4		25		false		          25    Adjournment                                        50				false

		105						PG		5		0		false		page 5				false

		106						LN		5		1		false		           1                        BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,				false

		107						LN		5		2		false		           2      March 18, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop				false

		108						LN		5		3		false		           3      Southeast, Lacey, Washington, at 1:31 p.m., the				false

		109						LN		5		4		false		           4      following monthly meeting of the Washington State				false

		110						LN		5		5		false		           5      Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to				false

		111						LN		5		6		false		           6      wit:				false

		112						LN		5		7		false		           7				false

		113						LN		5		8		false		           8                          <<<<<< >>>>>>				false

		114						LN		5		9		false		           9				false

		115						LN		5		10		false		          10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.				false

		116						LN		5		11		false		          11      This is Kurt Beckett, chair of EFSEC, calling our				false

		117						LN		5		12		false		          12      March 18th regular meeting to order.				false

		118						LN		5		13		false		          13          And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,				false

		119						LN		5		14		false		          14      please.				false

		120						LN		5		15		false		          15                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.				false

		121						LN		5		16		false		          16          Department of Commerce.				false

		122						LN		5		17		false		          17                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,				false

		123						LN		5		18		false		          18      present.				false

		124						LN		5		19		false		          19                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of				false

		125						LN		5		20		false		          20      Ecology.				false

		126						LN		5		21		false		          21                        MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.				false

		127						LN		5		22		false		          22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish				false

		128						LN		5		23		false		          23      and Wildlife.				false

		129						LN		5		24		false		          24                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin,				false

		130						LN		5		25		false		          25      present.				false

		131						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		132						LN		6		1		false		            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural				false

		133						LN		6		2		false		            2     Resources.				false

		134						LN		6		3		false		            3                        MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.				false

		135						LN		6		4		false		            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and				false

		136						LN		6		5		false		            5     Transportation Commission.				false

		137						LN		6		6		false		            6                        MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik,				false

		138						LN		6		7		false		            7     present.				false

		139						LN		6		8		false		            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For local government				false

		140						LN		6		9		false		            9     and optional State agencies.				false

		141						LN		6		10		false		           10          For the Hop Hill Solar Project, Benton County,				false

		142						LN		6		11		false		           11     Paul Krupin.				false

		143						LN		6		12		false		           12          For Wallula Gap, for Benton County, Adam Fyall.				false

		144						LN		6		13		false		           13          For Goldeneye BESS, for Skagit County, Robby				false

		145						LN		6		14		false		           14     Eckroth.				false

		146						LN		6		15		false		           15                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth,				false

		147						LN		6		16		false		           16     present.				false

		148						LN		6		17		false		           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Cascade Renewable				false

		149						LN		6		18		false		           18     Transmission Project, for Skamania County, Asa Leckie.				false

		150						LN		6		19		false		           19                        MR. LECKIE:  Present.				false

		151						LN		6		20		false		           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  City of Stevenson,				false

		152						LN		6		21		false		           21     Jeff Breckel.				false

		153						LN		6		22		false		           22          And City of Camas, Jennifer Senescu.				false

		154						LN		6		23		false		           23          Moving on to assistant attorney generals.				false

		155						LN		6		24		false		           24          Jon Thompson.				false

		156						LN		6		25		false		           25                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.				false

		157						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		158						LN		7		1		false		            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer.				false

		159						LN		7		2		false		            2                        MR. PACKER:  Present.				false

		160						LN		7		3		false		            3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Talia Thuet.				false

		161						LN		7		4		false		            4                        MS. THUET:  Present.				false

		162						LN		7		5		false		            5                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Council staff:				false

		163						LN		7		6		false		            6     Dave Walker.				false

		164						LN		7		7		false		            7                        MR. WALKER:  Present.				false

		165						LN		7		8		false		            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  One moment.  Sorry.				false

		166						LN		7		9		false		            9     It was just a tad quiet in the room.				false

		167						LN		7		10		false		           10          Ami Hafkemeyer.				false

		168						LN		7		11		false		           11                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.				false

		169						LN		7		12		false		           12                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon.				false

		170						LN		7		13		false		           13                        MS. MOON:  Present.				false

		171						LN		7		14		false		           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph.				false

		172						LN		7		15		false		           15          Sean Greene.				false

		173						LN		7		16		false		           16                        MR. GREENE:  Present.				false

		174						LN		7		17		false		           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes.				false

		175						LN		7		18		false		           18                        MR. BARNES:  Present.				false

		176						LN		7		19		false		           19                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.				false

		177						LN		7		20		false		           20                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.				false

		178						LN		7		21		false		           21                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Maria Belkina.				false

		179						LN		7		22		false		           22                        MS. BELKINA:  Present.				false

		180						LN		7		23		false		           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Lisa McLean.				false

		181						LN		7		24		false		           24                        MS. McLEAN:  Present.				false

		182						LN		7		25		false		           25                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Gina Young.				false

		183						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		184						LN		8		1		false		            1                        MS. YOUNG:  Present.				false

		185						LN		8		2		false		            2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Operational updates.				false

		186						LN		8		3		false		            3     I'll call those who are anticipated to give an update				false

		187						LN		8		4		false		            4     today.				false

		188						LN		8		5		false		            5          For Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz.				false

		189						LN		8		6		false		            6                        MR. VOLTZ:  Present.				false

		190						LN		8		7		false		            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And is there anyone				false

		191						LN		8		8		false		            8     present for the counsel for the environment?				false

		192						LN		8		9		false		            9                        MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes.  Sara Reyneveld				false

		193						LN		8		10		false		           10     and Yuriy Korol are present.				false

		194						LN		8		11		false		           11                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.				false

		195						LN		8		12		false		           12          Chair, there is a quorum for all councils.				false

		196						LN		8		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank				false

		197						LN		8		14		false		           14     you.				false

		198						LN		8		15		false		           15          Well, it's my honor to first, before we consider				false

		199						LN		8		16		false		           16     the agendas, Council, to introduce our newest member,				false

		200						LN		8		17		false		           17     Kate Dean, from Department of Natural Resources, who				false

		201						LN		8		18		false		           18     for the past year has been policy director, a year				false

		202						LN		8		19		false		           19     plus, at the Department and was a long-standing local				false

		203						LN		8		20		false		           20     elected official for many years prior to that.				false

		204						LN		8		21		false		           21          And so let me welcome Council Member Dean and also				false

		205						LN		8		22		false		           22     note on behalf of our other Council members -- who I've				false

		206						LN		8		23		false		           23     come, I think, well enough to know -- that they would				false

		207						LN		8		24		false		           24     be chagrined that they're not here in person today much				false

		208						LN		8		25		false		           25     as some often are.  But in case Council wish -- other				false

		209						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		210						LN		9		1		false		            1     Council members wish to send a word of greetings after				false

		211						LN		9		2		false		            2     Kate's introduction, I'll just give you a heads-up on				false

		212						LN		9		3		false		            3     that.				false

		213						LN		9		4		false		            4          And without further ado, it's my pleasure to				false

		214						LN		9		5		false		            5     introduce Kate Dean, our newest Council member.				false

		215						LN		9		6		false		            6                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.				false

		216						LN		9		7		false		            7     It's an honor to be serving in this role, I think in				false

		217						LN		9		8		false		            8     some of the most important issues of our time.				false

		218						LN		9		9		false		            9          As the chair said, I come from a background in				false

		219						LN		9		10		false		           10     local government and look forward to bringing that				false

		220						LN		9		11		false		           11     experience to this board.  And I look forward to				false

		221						LN		9		12		false		           12     working with you all.  Thank you.				false

		222						LN		9		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Welcome again.				false

		223						LN		9		14		false		           14          And I'm sorry.  I neglected to also wish our				false

		224						LN		9		15		false		           15     former Council member Maverick Ryan the best in his new				false

		225						LN		9		16		false		           16     endeavor, which I believe involves his work with tribal				false

		226						LN		9		17		false		           17     nations outside state government.  So I appreciate his				false

		227						LN		9		18		false		           18     service on the Council as well, as well as the added				false

		228						LN		9		19		false		           19     transition within the Department of Natural Resources				false

		229						LN		9		20		false		           20     at the commissioner level.				false

		230						LN		9		21		false		           21          So with that, Council members, we have a very				false

		231						LN		9		22		false		           22     fairly straightforward agenda before us today.  If				false

		232						LN		9		23		false		           23     there are any changes, please bring those forward as we				false

		233						LN		9		24		false		           24     adopt the agenda.				false

		234						LN		9		25		false		           25          And the chair would entertain a motion to adopt				false

		235						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		236						LN		10		1		false		            1     the agenda.				false

		237						LN		10		2		false		            2                        MS. DEAN:  So moved, Chair.				false

		238						LN		10		3		false		            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		239						LN		10		4		false		            4          Is there a second?				false

		240						LN		10		5		false		            5                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Second.				false

		241						LN		10		6		false		            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		242						LN		10		7		false		            7          All in favor of the agenda as proposed, please say				false

		243						LN		10		8		false		            8     aye.				false

		244						LN		10		9		false		            9                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.				false

		245						LN		10		10		false		           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?				false

		246						LN		10		11		false		           11          All right.  Agenda is adopted.				false

		247						LN		10		12		false		           12          Moving on to the minutes from our regular February				false

		248						LN		10		13		false		           13     18th Council meeting.				false

		249						LN		10		14		false		           14          I have a couple items I would note.  But before I				false

		250						LN		10		15		false		           15     do, were there any other edits or comments from other				false

		251						LN		10		16		false		           16     Council members to the minutes?				false

		252						LN		10		17		false		           17          All right.				false

		253						LN		10		18		false		           18                        MR. RYBARIK:  None here.				false

		254						LN		10		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		255						LN		10		20		false		           20          If I could call everyone's attention to two				false

		256						LN		10		21		false		           21     changes.				false

		257						LN		10		22		false		           22          On Page 30, actually 32, reading the upper				false

		258						LN		10		23		false		           23     right-hand corner page numbers, "A consultation meeting				false

		259						LN		10		24		false		           24     with the Cowlitz Indian Tribe that had been scheduled				false

		260						LN		10		25		false		           25     was postponed and is now expected to occur in Everett."				false

		261						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		262						LN		11		1		false		            1     That should be April or late April, just to be more				false

		263						LN		11		2		false		            2     specific.  We have that change tracked.				false

		264						LN		11		3		false		            3          And then moving on to the second and last one,				false

		265						LN		11		4		false		            4     on -- actually going earlier into the minutes, on				false

		266						LN		11		5		false		            5     Page 14.  Again, page number in the upper right-hand				false

		267						LN		11		6		false		            6     corner of this format.  I believe on that exchange				false

		268						LN		11		7		false		            7     between Council Rybarik and Ms. Hafkemeyer on the ORCAA				false

		269						LN		11		8		false		            8     clean air permit for the Grays Harbor facility, there				false

		270						LN		11		9		false		            9     on Line 21, it's referenced as Chair Beckett.  I				false

		271						LN		11		10		false		           10     believe that was Council Rybarik's comments --				false

		272						LN		11		11		false		           11                        MR. RYBARIK:  Oh.				false

		273						LN		11		12		false		           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- not mine.				false

		274						LN		11		13		false		           13          So just wanted to clarify for the record that				false

		275						LN		11		14		false		           14     exchange.				false

		276						LN		11		15		false		           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  Good catch.  And I				false

		277						LN		11		16		false		           16     agree with that.  Yeah.				false

		278						LN		11		17		false		           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Great.  Was going to				false

		279						LN		11		18		false		           18     say, let me double-check that with you, Council				false

		280						LN		11		19		false		           19     Rybarik.				false

		281						LN		11		20		false		           20          So with those two changes, again, are there any				false

		282						LN		11		21		false		           21     others from Council?				false

		283						LN		11		22		false		           22          All right.  Hearing none --				false

		284						LN		11		23		false		           23                        MR. ECKROTH:  Chair.				false

		285						LN		11		24		false		           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- then --				false

		286						LN		11		25		false		           25                        MR. ECKROTH:  Chair Beckett, this is				false

		287						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		288						LN		12		1		false		            1     Robby Eckroth, Skagit County.  I believe that the				false

		289						LN		12		2		false		            2     minutes say I was not present.  I just want to note				false

		290						LN		12		3		false		            3     that I believe I was.				false

		291						LN		12		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Ah.  Excellent.				false

		292						LN		12		5		false		            5     Thank you for that correction.				false

		293						LN		12		6		false		            6          We've got all three captured here by the staff.				false

		294						LN		12		7		false		            7          So, with that, chair would entertain a motion to				false

		295						LN		12		8		false		            8     adopt the minutes with those amendments.				false

		296						LN		12		9		false		            9                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair --				false

		297						LN		12		10		false		           10                        MR. RYBARIK:  So moved.  Sorry.				false

		298						LN		12		11		false		           11                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Somebody already did.				false

		299						LN		12		12		false		           12     I'll second.				false

		300						LN		12		13		false		           13                        MR. RYBARIK:  All right.				false

		301						LN		12		14		false		           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.				false

		302						LN		12		15		false		           15          We have a motion before us that has been seconded.				false

		303						LN		12		16		false		           16          All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,				false

		304						LN		12		17		false		           17     please say aye.				false

		305						LN		12		18		false		           18                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.				false

		306						LN		12		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?				false

		307						LN		12		20		false		           20                        MS. DEAN:  I'll abstain.				false

		308						LN		12		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.				false

		309						LN		12		22		false		           22          And with that, the minutes are adopted.				false

		310						LN		12		23		false		           23          So we will move on to our project updates.  And,				false

		311						LN		12		24		false		           24     again, for the benefit of other outside folks that may				false

		312						LN		12		25		false		           25     have not participated in the recent meeting or two, in				false

		313						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		314						LN		13		1		false		            1     general we have a new format that reflects projects				false

		315						LN		13		2		false		            2     that have non- -- nonroutine updates will be those				false

		316						LN		13		3		false		            3     focused in the public meeting here before us, whether				false

		317						LN		13		4		false		            4     they're staff presentations or times outside like with				false

		318						LN		13		5		false		            5     the soon-to-be Ostrea Solar update.				false

		319						LN		13		6		false		            6          Other projects that are routine are in the same				false

		320						LN		13		7		false		            7     public packet.  They are the normal written reports				false

		321						LN		13		8		false		            8     that we receive, but we have dispensed with the verbal				false

		322						LN		13		9		false		            9     addition of that in terms of their presence in the				false

		323						LN		13		10		false		           10     meeting.				false

		324						LN		13		11		false		           11          So with that reminder on our new approach here,				false

		325						LN		13		12		false		           12     with that we move to Ostrea Solar update.				false

		326						LN		13		13		false		           13          And, Mr. Voltz, are you with us?				false

		327						LN		13		14		false		           14                        MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, sir.				false

		328						LN		13		15		false		           15          Good afternoon --				false

		329						LN		13		16		false		           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.				false

		330						LN		13		17		false		           17                        MR. VOLTZ:  -- Chair Beckett.  Oh,				false

		331						LN		13		18		false		           18     sorry about that.				false

		332						LN		13		19		false		           19          Good afternoon, Chair Beckett, Council members,				false

		333						LN		13		20		false		           20     and staff.  This is Jon Voltz with Cypress Creek				false

		334						LN		13		21		false		           21     Renewables representing Ostrea Solar.				false

		335						LN		13		22		false		           22          In the month of February, we continued the O&M				false

		336						LN		13		23		false		           23     facility construction, began the utility testing with				false

		337						LN		13		24		false		           24     Bonneville Power Administration, and submitted the				false

		338						LN		13		25		false		           25     initial results for their review.				false

		339						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		340						LN		14		1		false		            1          They have now a certain time frame to review those				false

		341						LN		14		2		false		            2     results.  And upon approval, we would be granted the				false

		342						LN		14		3		false		            3     ability to remove the curtailment limit of, I think				false

		343						LN		14		4		false		            4     we're at six-megawatt generation during the trial				false

		344						LN		14		5		false		            5     operations.				false

		345						LN		14		6		false		            6          And so commissioning works do continue.  We are at				false

		346						LN		14		7		false		            7     a hold point until that curtailment is lifted, but we				false

		347						LN		14		8		false		            8     expect that to be very soon.  Then we can proceed for				false

		348						LN		14		9		false		            9     the final commissioning.				false

		349						LN		14		10		false		           10          There were -- the major construction work is				false

		350						LN		14		11		false		           11     complete, and so there are some inspections taking				false

		351						LN		14		12		false		           12     place across the site as far as the -- the SWPPP				false

		352						LN		14		13		false		           13     maintenance, and so a couple items were identified that				false

		353						LN		14		14		false		           14     are listed here.  They're ongoing to correct.  But as				false

		354						LN		14		15		false		           15     no major construction is expected in the future, these				false

		355						LN		14		16		false		           16     should kind of be just touch-up works and monitoring				false

		356						LN		14		17		false		           17     moving forward.				false

		357						LN		14		18		false		           18          As operations is, I'll say imminent, we have				false

		358						LN		14		19		false		           19     submitted the operational compliance plans for SWPPP,				false

		359						LN		14		20		false		           20     spill control, vegetation, weed management, emergency				false

		360						LN		14		21		false		           21     plan to EFSEC for review.  So that should be in your				false

		361						LN		14		22		false		           22     court or in EFSEC's court to approve those plans prior				false

		362						LN		14		23		false		           23     to the facility becoming operational.				false

		363						LN		14		24		false		           24          Other than that, there is nothing nonroutine to				false

		364						LN		14		25		false		           25     report for the period.				false

		365						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		366						LN		15		1		false		            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank				false

		367						LN		15		2		false		            2     you.				false

		368						LN		15		3		false		            3          And I would also thank you for the ongoing level				false

		369						LN		15		4		false		            4     of detail on the updates, which I think just helps put				false

		370						LN		15		5		false		            5     on display both for the Council and the public what it				false

		371						LN		15		6		false		            6     really takes for projects to ultimately come forward				false

		372						LN		15		7		false		            7     once they have been approved.  So thanks for that added				false

		373						LN		15		8		false		            8     diligence.				false

		374						LN		15		9		false		            9          Council members, are there any other comments or				false

		375						LN		15		10		false		           10     questions on Ostrea?				false

		376						LN		15		11		false		           11          Hearing none.				false

		377						LN		15		12		false		           12          Moving on --				false

		378						LN		15		13		false		           13                        MR. RYBARIK:  Just --				false

		379						LN		15		14		false		           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- to Columbia --				false

		380						LN		15		15		false		           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  -- real, real quick --				false

		381						LN		15		16		false		           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.				false

		382						LN		15		17		false		           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  -- Chair Beckett, if I				false

		383						LN		15		18		false		           18     might.				false

		384						LN		15		19		false		           19          And, Jon, you might have just said this, but I				false

		385						LN		15		20		false		           20     might have missed it.  What is the expected, like, full				false

		386						LN		15		21		false		           21     online date for the project?				false

		387						LN		15		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thanks, Council				false

		388						LN		15		23		false		           23     Rybarik.				false

		389						LN		15		24		false		           24                        MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, the -- we don't				false

		390						LN		15		25		false		           25     have a current date.  It is dependent on when				false

		391						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		392						LN		16		1		false		            1     Bonneville Power Administration approves the test				false

		393						LN		16		2		false		            2     results and issues us the "permission to operate				false

		394						LN		16		3		false		            3     commercially" letter.  But we expect that to be -- I				false

		395						LN		16		4		false		            4     think the best-case scenario we're looking at is end of				false

		396						LN		16		5		false		            5     this month or early April.				false

		397						LN		16		6		false		            6          At that point, we will be generating fully.				false

		398						LN		16		7		false		            7     However, we will still be in the construction phase				false

		399						LN		16		8		false		            8     under the site certification agreement until we				false

		400						LN		16		9		false		            9     complete our final testing and vegetation restoration.				false

		401						LN		16		10		false		           10     And so it's kind of -- it doesn't exactly answer your				false

		402						LN		16		11		false		           11     question, but full generation, we do expect to be end				false

		403						LN		16		12		false		           12     of March, early April.  And then transition into, you				false

		404						LN		16		13		false		           13     know, operational coverage versus construction is				false

		405						LN		16		14		false		           14     likely more May/June time frame.				false

		406						LN		16		15		false		           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  Very good.  Appreciate				false

		407						LN		16		16		false		           16     it.  Thanks.				false

		408						LN		16		17		false		           17                        MR. VOLTZ:  No problem.				false

		409						LN		16		18		false		           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Other questions?				false

		410						LN		16		19		false		           19          Hearing none.				false

		411						LN		16		20		false		           20          We'll move on to Columbia Solar.  And Sara				false

		412						LN		16		21		false		           21     Randolph, I believe, will provide the update.				false

		413						LN		16		22		false		           22                        MR. BARNES:  Good afternoon.  Thank				false

		414						LN		16		23		false		           23     you, Chair Beckett and Council members and staff.  For				false

		415						LN		16		24		false		           24     the record, this is John Barnes on behalf of Sara				false

		416						LN		16		25		false		           25     Randolph, site specialist for the Columbia Solar.				false

		417						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		418						LN		17		1		false		            1          A facility update is provided in your packet.  We				false

		419						LN		17		2		false		            2     expect the facility to submit a formal transfer request				false

		420						LN		17		3		false		            3     to the Council.  After such, staff will work to				false

		421						LN		17		4		false		            4     schedule an informational meeting on the amendment				false

		422						LN		17		5		false		            5     request.  Following the informational meeting, the				false

		423						LN		17		6		false		            6     review of comments received by staff will prepare -- or				false

		424						LN		17		7		false		            7     staff will prepare documents to support the Council's				false

		425						LN		17		8		false		            8     actions on the request, which will be posted for public				false

		426						LN		17		9		false		            9     comment prior to Council's vote on the request.				false

		427						LN		17		10		false		           10          There are no nonroutine updates to report.				false

		428						LN		17		11		false		           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.				false

		429						LN		17		12		false		           12          Council members, are there comments or questions?				false

		430						LN		17		13		false		           13          Hearing none.				false

		431						LN		17		14		false		           14          Moving on to the Carriger Solar.  Joanne Snarski				false

		432						LN		17		15		false		           15     will provide the update.				false

		433						LN		17		16		false		           16                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair				false

		434						LN		17		17		false		           17     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, this is				false

		435						LN		17		18		false		           18     Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the Carriger				false

		436						LN		17		19		false		           19     Solar facility in Klickitat County.				false

		437						LN		17		20		false		           20          The process of current judicial review of this				false

		438						LN		17		21		false		           21     project with the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the				false

		439						LN		17		22		false		           22     Yakama Nation has slowed down the progress of the				false

		440						LN		17		23		false		           23     applicant to draft the required plans and move forward				false

		441						LN		17		24		false		           24     with construction.  However, EFSEC staff are continuing				false

		442						LN		17		25		false		           25     to discuss Carriger's timing for submitting the plans				false

		443						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		444						LN		18		1		false		            1     required in the site certification agreement.				false

		445						LN		18		2		false		            2          That's all I have.  Any questions?				false

		446						LN		18		3		false		            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  One question I would				false

		447						LN		18		4		false		            4     have -- I suspect others may raise it too -- is if				false

		448						LN		18		5		false		            5     there was any other appropriate update on litigation?				false

		449						LN		18		6		false		            6     Knowing sometimes that's not in the public meeting, but				false

		450						LN		18		7		false		            7     I assume we're still in process there.				false

		451						LN		18		8		false		            8                        MR. THOMPSON:  Chair Beckett, this				false

		452						LN		18		9		false		            9     is Jon Thompson.				false

		453						LN		18		10		false		           10          Are you referring to the Carriger --				false

		454						LN		18		11		false		           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I am.				false

		455						LN		18		12		false		           12                        MR. THOMPSON:  -- specifically?				false

		456						LN		18		13		false		           13          Well, the update is that we still need to transmit				false

		457						LN		18		14		false		           14     the agency record and index to the Thurston County				false

		458						LN		18		15		false		           15     Superior Court and working on that and coordinating				false

		459						LN		18		16		false		           16     with the developer who's intervened in the case and				false

		460						LN		18		17		false		           17     with Yakama Nation, who's the petitioner, to -- and				false

		461						LN		18		18		false		           18     then we'll also have to make a motion to the court to				false

		462						LN		18		19		false		           19     seal those records that are confidential.				false

		463						LN		18		20		false		           20          So all these steps take a bit of time.  So that's				false

		464						LN		18		21		false		           21     what's -- that's what's going on right now.				false

		465						LN		18		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Appreciate				false

		466						LN		18		23		false		           23     the quick update.  Sorry to put you on the spot.				false

		467						LN		18		24		false		           24          I think -- I suspect other Council -- certainly				false

		468						LN		18		25		false		           25     I'll speak for myself.  If there's anything that's				false

		469						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		470						LN		19		1		false		            1     impeding that progression, knowing things do take time,				false

		471						LN		19		2		false		            2     but if there's anything that we can support to make				false

		472						LN		19		3		false		            3     sure that that's as expeditious as is appropriate, but				false

		473						LN		19		4		false		            4     especially in light of the governor's executive order				false

		474						LN		19		5		false		            5     on several projects, including that one, Carriger,				false

		475						LN		19		6		false		            6     obviously we want to make sure that we're advancing				false

		476						LN		19		7		false		            7     that as quickly as feasible.  So appreciate your				false

		477						LN		19		8		false		            8     diligence in that regard.				false

		478						LN		19		9		false		            9          Council members, other questions, comments?				false

		479						LN		19		10		false		           10          Seeing none.				false

		480						LN		19		11		false		           11          Moving on to the Cascade Renewables Transmission				false

		481						LN		19		12		false		           12     Project.  And Maria Belkina will provide the update, I				false

		482						LN		19		13		false		           13     believe.				false

		483						LN		19		14		false		           14                        MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair				false

		484						LN		19		15		false		           15     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, my name				false

		485						LN		19		16		false		           16     is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the				false

		486						LN		19		17		false		           17     Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.				false

		487						LN		19		18		false		           18          EFSEC is continuing to review the application for				false

		488						LN		19		19		false		           19     site certification for compliance with WAC 463-60, with				false

		489						LN		19		20		false		           20     the objective of determining whether the application				false

		490						LN		19		21		false		           21     contains sufficient information to support the next				false

		491						LN		19		22		false		           22     phase of review.				false

		492						LN		19		23		false		           23          An initial data request has been issued to the				false

		493						LN		19		24		false		           24     applicant -- to the applicant to support ongoing review				false

		494						LN		19		25		false		           25     and preparation for the SEPA process.  Given this scope				false

		495						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		496						LN		20		1		false		            1     of the request, we anticipate continued coordination				false

		497						LN		20		2		false		            2     with the applicant regarding timing of responses.				false

		498						LN		20		3		false		            3          Preparation is underway to initiate the SEPA				false

		499						LN		20		4		false		            4     process, including an anticipated determination of				false

		500						LN		20		5		false		            5     significance and scoping.  Coordination is ongoing to				false

		501						LN		20		6		false		            6     align EFSEC's SEPA process with the federal NEPA				false

		502						LN		20		7		false		            7     process.				false

		503						LN		20		8		false		            8          EFSEC continues coordination with federal and				false

		504						LN		20		9		false		            9     state agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of				false

		505						LN		20		10		false		           10     Engineers, as well as Oregon agencies, to support				false

		506						LN		20		11		false		           11     interagency alignment and information sharing.				false

		507						LN		20		12		false		           12          We are also coordinated with -- coordinating with				false

		508						LN		20		13		false		           13     Skamania County and the Columbia River Gorge Commission				false

		509						LN		20		14		false		           14     regarding the National Scenic Area permitting				false

		510						LN		20		15		false		           15     framework, including potential development of an				false

		511						LN		20		16		false		           16     interlocal agreement to clarify roles and				false

		512						LN		20		17		false		           17     responsibilities.				false

		513						LN		20		18		false		           18          I would be happy to answer any questions.  Thank				false

		514						LN		20		19		false		           19     you.				false

		515						LN		20		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the				false

		516						LN		20		21		false		           21     update.				false

		517						LN		20		22		false		           22          Council members, do you have questions or need				false

		518						LN		20		23		false		           23     anything reiterated from the update?				false

		519						LN		20		24		false		           24          Council Pamplin.				false

		520						LN		20		25		false		           25                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yes, Mr. Chair.				false

		521						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		522						LN		21		1		false		            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes.  Please.				false

		523						LN		21		2		false		            2     Please go ahead.  Thank you.				false

		524						LN		21		3		false		            3                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Thanks, Mr. Chair.  I				false

		525						LN		21		4		false		            4     may have missed it in the update.  But what is the				false

		526						LN		21		5		false		            5     status of rounding out the Council participation, given				false

		527						LN		21		6		false		            6     the different local governments that are -- that this				false

		528						LN		21		7		false		            7     line transects, please?  Thank you.				false

		529						LN		21		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me just add a				false

		530						LN		21		9		false		            9     quick word before staff further jump in.  But I wanted				false

		531						LN		21		10		false		           10     to also acknowledge and thank Council Leckie from				false

		532						LN		21		11		false		           11     Skamania, who's online with us today.  Jeff Breckel				false

		533						LN		21		12		false		           12     from Stevenson, who's been in prior meetings, but I				false

		534						LN		21		13		false		           13     think, unless he logged in here recently, is absent				false

		535						LN		21		14		false		           14     today.  And then we do have a new named Council member,				false

		536						LN		21		15		false		           15     Jennifer Senescu, from the city of Camas.  There's, I				false

		537						LN		21		16		false		           16     think, certainly a couple other open items, so				false

		538						LN		21		17		false		           17     appreciate your question, Council Pamplin.				false

		539						LN		21		18		false		           18          Ms. Belkina or Hafkemeyer, or --				false

		540						LN		21		19		false		           19                        MS. BELKINA:  Yes.				false

		541						LN		21		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- Thompson.				false

		542						LN		21		21		false		           21                        MS. BELKINA:  We have two more on it				false

		543						LN		21		22		false		           22     here.  It will be on circle for Klickitat County for				false

		544						LN		21		23		false		           23     next week -- next month.  And the -- there isn't any				false

		545						LN		21		24		false		           24     answer for Clark County.				false

		546						LN		21		25		false		           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  So Klickitat County				false

		547						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		548						LN		22		1		false		            1     is coming and likely with us by next month.  And then				false

		549						LN		22		2		false		            2     still pending on Clark County.  Is that correct?				false

		550						LN		22		3		false		            3          And as far as we know, that is -- that would then				false

		551						LN		22		4		false		            4     round out the known Council at that point, or do we				false

		552						LN		22		5		false		            5     still have other jurisdictions that we're sorting				false

		553						LN		22		6		false		            6     through?  I know Port of Skamania, I believe, was one				false

		554						LN		22		7		false		            7     of those, by example.				false

		555						LN		22		8		false		            8                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  For the record,				false

		556						LN		22		9		false		            9     this is Ami Hafkemeyer.  We have had some additional				false

		557						LN		22		10		false		           10     conversations with some of the local governments, some				false

		558						LN		22		11		false		           11     cities.  And we are expecting some follow-up				false

		559						LN		22		12		false		           12     information in writing as to whether or not, you know,				false

		560						LN		22		13		false		           13     some of those local jurisdictions that may have a very				false

		561						LN		22		14		false		           14     small portion of the line or maybe don't agree that the				false

		562						LN		22		15		false		           15     project falls within their city limits.  We expect in				false

		563						LN		22		16		false		           16     the coming month to have some confirmation in writing				false

		564						LN		22		17		false		           17     as to whether or not they'll be appointing somebody to				false

		565						LN		22		18		false		           18     sit on the Council.				false

		566						LN		22		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.				false

		567						LN		22		20		false		           20     Appreciate that.				false

		568						LN		22		21		false		           21                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Thank you.				false

		569						LN		22		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Pamplin, any				false

		570						LN		22		23		false		           23     follow-up you wish?				false

		571						LN		22		24		false		           24                        MR. PAMPLIN:  No.  That's helpful.				false

		572						LN		22		25		false		           25     Thank you, sir.				false

		573						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		574						LN		23		1		false		            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yeah.  Thank you.  I				false

		575						LN		23		2		false		            2     would certainly just affirm, for the benefit of the				false

		576						LN		23		3		false		            3     public as well as a thanks to staff as well as local				false

		577						LN		23		4		false		            4     partners working through, if not the first, it's				false

		578						LN		23		5		false		            5     certainly been a long time, I think, since EFSEC's had				false

		579						LN		23		6		false		            6     this type of corridor project.  And sorting through				false

		580						LN		23		7		false		            7     what are the local representatives to that Council				false

		581						LN		23		8		false		            8     becomes a little more complex when you get into the				false

		582						LN		23		9		false		            9     particulars, both under the law as well as under the				false

		583						LN		23		10		false		           10     physicality of the property involved.				false

		584						LN		23		11		false		           11          So appreciate that and as well as people's				false

		585						LN		23		12		false		           12     patience, you know, as we sort through those important				false

		586						LN		23		13		false		           13     details, so...				false

		587						LN		23		14		false		           14                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Looks like Council				false

		588						LN		23		15		false		           15     Leckie has a hand up.				false

		589						LN		23		16		false		           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Leckie.				false

		590						LN		23		17		false		           17                        MR. LECKIE:  Yeah.  Yes.  Thank you,				false

		591						LN		23		18		false		           18     Chair.				false

		592						LN		23		19		false		           19          Was there a process for North Bonneville, the city				false

		593						LN		23		20		false		           20     of North Bonneville also to get a representative?  I				false

		594						LN		23		21		false		           21     thought I heard something about that, but I wasn't				false

		595						LN		23		22		false		           22     sure.  Thank you.				false

		596						LN		23		23		false		           23                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Yes, we have had				false

		597						LN		23		24		false		           24     additional conversation with North Bonneville about				false

		598						LN		23		25		false		           25     both their appointment of a Council member as well as				false

		599						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		600						LN		24		1		false		            1     coordination with their planning department.  So that				false

		601						LN		24		2		false		            2     is some of the information that we've identified as				false

		602						LN		24		3		false		            3     forthcoming.				false

		603						LN		24		4		false		            4                        MR. LECKIE:  Thank you.				false

		604						LN		24		5		false		            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the				false

		605						LN		24		6		false		            6     question.				false

		606						LN		24		7		false		            7          Okay.  I think we then -- looks like we're ready				false

		607						LN		24		8		false		            8     to move on to our transmission programmatic EIS.  And				false

		608						LN		24		9		false		            9     Sean Greene will be providing that update.				false

		609						LN		24		10		false		           10          I do want to call out and thank both Ecology and				false

		610						LN		24		11		false		           11     EFSEC staff, and Sean in particular, for an integrated,				false

		611						LN		24		12		false		           12     I guess it was hypothetical project scenarios were one				false

		612						LN		24		13		false		           13     part of the exercise recently done.  From what I could				false

		613						LN		24		14		false		           14     see, a good turnout from local county representatives				false

		614						LN		24		15		false		           15     and other staff that I'm sure Sean will expand on a				false

		615						LN		24		16		false		           16     little bit.				false

		616						LN		24		17		false		           17          But I listened in to that, albeit while I was in				false

		617						LN		24		18		false		           18     the car heading to Nespelem, so I may have missed a few				false

		618						LN		24		19		false		           19     things.  But I just thought it was very well done and				false

		619						LN		24		20		false		           20     appreciated just all the effort it took to bring that				false

		620						LN		24		21		false		           21     forward.				false

		621						LN		24		22		false		           22          So, with that, Mr. Greene.				false

		622						LN		24		23		false		           23                        MR. GREENE:  Thank you.				false

		623						LN		24		24		false		           24          Good afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council members.				false

		624						LN		24		25		false		           25     This is Sean Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC.				false

		625						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		626						LN		25		1		false		            1          During the last Council meeting, I provided a				false

		627						LN		25		2		false		            2     walk-through of the e-programmatic digital interface				false

		628						LN		25		3		false		            3     that we have developed for EFSEC's transmission				false

		629						LN		25		4		false		            4     programmatic EIS.  I can share today that the				false

		630						LN		25		5		false		            5     e-programmatic and its associated route analysis tool				false

		631						LN		25		6		false		            6     are now live and available for public use.				false

		632						LN		25		7		false		            7          To access the e-programmatic directly, users can				false

		633						LN		25		8		false		            8     go to the EFSEC website at EFSEC.wa.gov and either				false

		634						LN		25		9		false		            9     navigate to the programmatic EIS landing page under the				false

		635						LN		25		10		false		           10     "About EFSEC" and "Studies and Reports" drop-downs on				false

		636						LN		25		11		false		           11     the top right of the screen, or just type the word				false

		637						LN		25		12		false		           12     "programmatic" into the search bar.  The programmatic				false

		638						LN		25		13		false		           13     EIS landing page on the EFSEC site includes a direct				false

		639						LN		25		14		false		           14     link to the e-programmatic.				false

		640						LN		25		15		false		           15          Additionally, EFSEC has completed the first in a				false

		641						LN		25		16		false		           16     series of at least three joint workshops with the				false

		642						LN		25		17		false		           17     Washington Department of Ecology in which we are				false

		643						LN		25		18		false		           18     sharing our programmatic EISs with planning staff from				false

		644						LN		25		19		false		           19     several different counties.				false

		645						LN		25		20		false		           20          Our first virtual workshop was held on February				false

		646						LN		25		21		false		           21     25th.  It included an introduction on what programmatic				false

		647						LN		25		22		false		           22     EISs are and how they are structured and how -- and can				false

		648						LN		25		23		false		           23     be used to assist project-specific SEPA review us.				false

		649						LN		25		24		false		           24          We then worked with attendees on a case study of				false

		650						LN		25		25		false		           25     how our programmatic EISs would be applied to a				false

		651						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		652						LN		26		1		false		            1     hypothetical project submitted for review.  The				false

		653						LN		26		2		false		            2     workshop was fairly well attended, and we received a				false

		654						LN		26		3		false		            3     lot of positive feedback from the County staff that				false

		655						LN		26		4		false		            4     participated.				false

		656						LN		26		5		false		            5          We will be holding an in-person workshop in Grant				false

		657						LN		26		6		false		            6     County next week on March 25th and a second virtual				false

		658						LN		26		7		false		            7     workshop on April 2nd.				false

		659						LN		26		8		false		            8          Are there any questions?				false

		660						LN		26		9		false		            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		661						LN		26		10		false		           10          None for today it looks like.  You were due for an				false

		662						LN		26		11		false		           11     easier go after last time's in-depth discussion, which,				false

		663						LN		26		12		false		           12     again, was welcome and important.				false

		664						LN		26		13		false		           13          I would note for the benefit of those				false

		665						LN		26		14		false		           14     participating today in the meeting that the				false

		666						LN		26		15		false		           15     programmatic link is also in the agenda, so you can go				false

		667						LN		26		16		false		           16     straight to it if you have the agenda up.  Just FYI.				false

		668						LN		26		17		false		           17                        MS. DEAN:  If I may, Chair.				false

		669						LN		26		18		false		           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.				false

		670						LN		26		19		false		           19                        MS. DEAN:  One question.  Has tribal				false

		671						LN		26		20		false		           20     consultation taken place yet?  Or what is the plan for				false

		672						LN		26		21		false		           21     that?				false

		673						LN		26		22		false		           22                        MR. GREENE:  For the programmatic				false

		674						LN		26		23		false		           23     EIS?				false

		675						LN		26		24		false		           24                        MS. DEAN:  Yes.				false

		676						LN		26		25		false		           25                        MR. GREENE:  So we had discussions				false

		677						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		678						LN		27		1		false		            1     with multiple tribes when the programmatic EIS was				false

		679						LN		27		2		false		            2     being developed.  Some of them discussed the potential				false

		680						LN		27		3		false		            3     for requesting consultation and further discussions.				false

		681						LN		27		4		false		            4     Their concerns were -- they thought their concerns were				false

		682						LN		27		5		false		            5     better addressed through a formal letter and response				false

		683						LN		27		6		false		            6     from EFSEC when the programmatic EIS was being drafted.				false

		684						LN		27		7		false		            7     So to my knowledge, at the moment, there's no plans for				false

		685						LN		27		8		false		            8     formal consultation on the programmatic EIS, although				false

		686						LN		27		9		false		            9     we are always open to having those consultations with				false

		687						LN		27		10		false		           10     tribes if they are interested.				false

		688						LN		27		11		false		           11                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you.				false

		689						LN		27		12		false		           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And certainly				false

		690						LN		27		13		false		           13     they've been included in the outreach efforts --				false

		691						LN		27		14		false		           14                        MR. GREENE:  Yes.				false

		692						LN		27		15		false		           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- more recently in				false

		693						LN		27		16		false		           16     addition to the development -- I don't know if they				false

		694						LN		27		17		false		           17     would have called it consultation.  That was a little				false

		695						LN		27		18		false		           18     before my time probably.  But certainly it's been				false

		696						LN		27		19		false		           19     robust or certainly present throughout.				false

		697						LN		27		20		false		           20                        MS. DEAN:  Mm-hmm.				false

		698						LN		27		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Knowing some of				false

		699						LN		27		22		false		           22     those expectations are evolving as far as what's --				false

		700						LN		27		23		false		           23     what's a best practice, you know, this year, in more				false

		701						LN		27		24		false		           24     recent -- more recent years, so...				false

		702						LN		27		25		false		           25          It also pains me, having remembered a moment				false

		703						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		704						LN		28		1		false		            1     ago -- it's a good segue from your question -- and it				false

		705						LN		28		2		false		            2     pains me to go backwards, but let me go back to Cascade				false

		706						LN		28		3		false		            3     renewable transmission project for just one moment.				false

		707						LN		28		4		false		            4          I had -- in last month's meeting -- and you'll				false

		708						LN		28		5		false		            5     find this in the minutes -- was noting as chair who's				false

		709						LN		28		6		false		            6     under the current statute designated as the lead for				false

		710						LN		28		7		false		            7     consultation on behalf of the Council, that I was				false

		711						LN		28		8		false		            8     intending in recommending that we request consultation				false

		712						LN		28		9		false		            9     on the Cascade renewable transmission project.				false

		713						LN		28		10		false		           10          And so letters are basically prepared and soon to				false

		714						LN		28		11		false		           11     go out requesting that as well as kind of, you know,				false

		715						LN		28		12		false		           12     some broader ongoing engagement with the agency on some				false

		716						LN		28		13		false		           13     of our broader initiatives beyond just CRT.  So just				false

		717						LN		28		14		false		           14     wanted to call that out in case there were any comments				false

		718						LN		28		15		false		           15     from Council members about that intent.  I believe the				false

		719						LN		28		16		false		           16     record shows there's generally affirmation to go do so,				false

		720						LN		28		17		false		           17     which is more of a informal discussion than some action				false

		721						LN		28		18		false		           18     by the Council.				false

		722						LN		28		19		false		           19          But I did want to highlight that for both the				false

		723						LN		28		20		false		           20     public and for Council members today, that that -- that				false

		724						LN		28		21		false		           21     intent is being acted upon.  But since the letters				false

		725						LN		28		22		false		           22     haven't gone out, now is your chance to add a word if				false

		726						LN		28		23		false		           23     you wish.				false

		727						LN		28		24		false		           24          So, again, sorry to roll us backwards in the				false

		728						LN		28		25		false		           25     agenda.  I just skipped over my note I had already				false

		729						PG		29		0		false		page 29				false

		730						LN		29		1		false		            1     written to bring that up.				false

		731						LN		29		2		false		            2          So any comments on that?				false

		732						LN		29		3		false		            3          Council Pamplin.				false

		733						LN		29		4		false		            4                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah.  Thanks.				false

		734						LN		29		5		false		            5     Thanks, Mr. Chair.				false

		735						LN		29		6		false		            6          And so this would be for the tribal coordination				false

		736						LN		29		7		false		            7     or consultation on CRT.  I believe during the meeting				false

		737						LN		29		8		false		            8     last month, there was, I think, like, three tribes				false

		738						LN		29		9		false		            9     noted, or maybe four, with -- there was three treaty				false

		739						LN		29		10		false		           10     tribes and as well as the Cowlitz Tribe.  I just wanted				false

		740						LN		29		11		false		           11     to make sure that -- and also I think the Columbia				false

		741						LN		29		12		false		           12     River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission.				false

		742						LN		29		13		false		           13          And so I just wanted to make sure that on the				false

		743						LN		29		14		false		           14     radar, that we had added Nez Perce, because they're				false

		744						LN		29		15		false		           15     also a treaty tribe that has treaty fishing rights				false

		745						LN		29		16		false		           16     within that portion of the Columbia main stem.  And so				false

		746						LN		29		17		false		           17     just kind of by count, I would -- I would recommend, at				false

		747						LN		29		18		false		           18     minimum, consulting with Yakama Nation, Warm Springs,				false

		748						LN		29		19		false		           19     Nez Perce, Umatilla, CRITFC, which is the consortium of				false

		749						LN		29		20		false		           20     those four treaty tribes.  And then I also had heard				false

		750						LN		29		21		false		           21     that Cowlitz Indian Tribe was interested.  Thank you.				false

		751						LN		29		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes would be the				false

		752						LN		29		23		false		           23     quick answer on that intent.  If anything, it's				false

		753						LN		29		24		false		           24     probably at the moment a little more Oregon-oriented.				false

		754						LN		29		25		false		           25     Not that that, I suppose, matters in the grander				false

		755						PG		30		0		false		page 30				false

		756						LN		30		1		false		            1     scheme, but it would be inclusive of the Washington				false

		757						LN		30		2		false		            2     tribes as well.				false

		758						LN		30		3		false		            3          I would also note, having learned this recently --				false

		759						LN		30		4		false		            4     well, actually two things.				false

		760						LN		30		5		false		            5          So first thing I learned a while back -- and this				false

		761						LN		30		6		false		            6     is standard practice for EFSEC -- that when EFSEC has a				false

		762						LN		30		7		false		            7     project or goes out, I believe we notify all the				false

		763						LN		30		8		false		            8     tribes --				false

		764						LN		30		9		false		            9                        MS. McLEAN:  Mm-hmm.				false

		765						LN		30		10		false		           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- of Washington and				false

		766						LN		30		11		false		           11     those relevant from Oregon, just as general notice,				false

		767						LN		30		12		false		           12     whether it's likely to be very much, you know, a				false

		768						LN		30		13		false		           13     project in their -- in their usual and accustomed area				false

		769						LN		30		14		false		           14     or something they're more focused on.  But that is the				false

		770						LN		30		15		false		           15     standard practice.				false

		771						LN		30		16		false		           16          And while that may seem a little broad to some on				false

		772						LN		30		17		false		           17     the face of it, the second thing that I learned more				false

		773						LN		30		18		false		           18     recently was, by example, the Makah Nation certainly				false

		774						LN		30		19		false		           19     weighs in on any number of species issues that pertain				false

		775						LN		30		20		false		           20     to those coming out of the Columbia, amongst other				false

		776						LN		30		21		false		           21     examples.				false

		777						LN		30		22		false		           22          So whether or not Makah chooses to consult on				false

		778						LN		30		23		false		           23     Cascade Renewable Transmission Project, I don't know.				false

		779						LN		30		24		false		           24     They've been notified in earlier times when the broad				false

		780						LN		30		25		false		           25     distribution first started.  But nonetheless, you know,				false

		781						PG		31		0		false		page 31				false

		782						LN		31		1		false		            1     just some of the nature of it's sometimes hard to tell				false

		783						LN		31		2		false		            2     where you draw the circle on who all should be				false

		784						LN		31		3		false		            3     involved.				false

		785						LN		31		4		false		            4          So EFSEC tries to be pretty expansive in its				false

		786						LN		31		5		false		            5     conclusion when we get started, knowing that's probably				false

		787						LN		31		6		false		            6     a little broad, but we narrow in from there.  So hope				false

		788						LN		31		7		false		            7     that helps put a little further specifics on how we do				false

		789						LN		31		8		false		            8     our work around here.				false

		790						LN		31		9		false		            9                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yes.  And thanks.				false

		791						LN		31		10		false		           10     Thanks, Mr. Chair.  Really appreciate that addition as				false

		792						LN		31		11		false		           11     well as completely endorse that as the approach of just				false

		793						LN		31		12		false		           12     being inclusive and then allowing the -- the tribes				false

		794						LN		31		13		false		           13     that are, you know, notified they can self-select how				false

		795						LN		31		14		false		           14     much engagement that they provide.  So thank you.				false

		796						LN		31		15		false		           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yep.				false

		797						LN		31		16		false		           16          And I should clarify too, Cowlitz, the Cowlitz				false

		798						LN		31		17		false		           17     Tribe have requested consultation.  And in this case,				false

		799						LN		31		18		false		           18     on behalf of the Council, we're sending these letters				false

		800						LN		31		19		false		           19     out asking for consultation of the others and hope to				false

		801						LN		31		20		false		           20     certainly, you know, have that engagement, much as some				false

		802						LN		31		21		false		           21     have weighed in in the record -- CRITFC, as I recall				false

		803						LN		31		22		false		           22     it -- as we, the Council, you know, proceeds in its				false

		804						LN		31		23		false		           23     objective review of this over time.				false

		805						LN		31		24		false		           24          So thanks for letting me unpack that a little				false

		806						LN		31		25		false		           25     further.				false

		807						PG		32		0		false		page 32				false

		808						LN		32		1		false		            1          And unless I see any other hands up, I will move				false

		809						LN		32		2		false		            2     us back.  And now on to Horse Heaven.				false

		810						LN		32		3		false		            3                        MS. MOON:  Good afternoon --				false

		811						LN		32		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Amy Moon will				false

		812						LN		32		5		false		            5     provide the update.  Thank you.				false

		813						LN		32		6		false		            6                        MS. MOON:  Oh.  Thank you.				false

		814						LN		32		7		false		            7          Good afternoon, Council Chair Beckett and EFSEC				false

		815						LN		32		8		false		            8     Council members.  This is Amy Moon providing an update				false

		816						LN		32		9		false		            9     on Horse Heaven.				false

		817						LN		32		10		false		           10          In February, I reported that EFSEC received				false

		818						LN		32		11		false		           11     facilitator reports with preconstruction survey plans				false

		819						LN		32		12		false		           12     for several wildlife species, including a combined				false

		820						LN		32		13		false		           13     report for the striped whipsnake and sagebrush lizard,				false

		821						LN		32		14		false		           14     burrowing owl, prairie falcon, the black-tail				false

		822						LN		32		15		false		           15     jackrabbit, the white-tail jackrabbit, and the				false

		823						LN		32		16		false		           16     Townsend's ground squirrel.  We also received the				false

		824						LN		32		17		false		           17     Wild-10 preconstruction bat monitoring plan and the				false

		825						LN		32		18		false		           18     Species-12 Townsend's ground squirrel mitigation and				false

		826						LN		32		19		false		           19     management plan.  Those were all facilitator reports.				false

		827						LN		32		20		false		           20          I wanted to let the Council know that these				false

		828						LN		32		21		false		           21     documents have since been reviewed by EFSEC staff and				false

		829						LN		32		22		false		           22     approved by the acting EFSEC executive director.				false

		830						LN		32		23		false		           23          Staff continue to work with the certificate holder				false

		831						LN		32		24		false		           24     to review plans, including the Land & Shoreline Use, or				false

		832						LN		32		25		false		           25     LSU, Dryland Farming Management Plan as required by				false

		833						PG		33		0		false		page 33				false

		834						LN		33		1		false		            1     Mitigation Measure LSU-2 and the Livestock Management				false

		835						LN		33		2		false		            2     Plan required under Mitigation Measures LSU-1 and				false

		836						LN		33		3		false		            3     LSU-3, which were recently received from the				false

		837						LN		33		4		false		            4     certificate holder.				false

		838						LN		33		5		false		            5          The plans were developed as a framework for				false

		839						LN		33		6		false		            6     coordination with landowners and tenant farmers during				false

		840						LN		33		7		false		            7     project construction, operation, and decommissioning,				false

		841						LN		33		8		false		            8     with the objective to establish clear communication				false

		842						LN		33		9		false		            9     expectations, practical notice periods, and fieldwork				false

		843						LN		33		10		false		           10     protocols that reflect local practices.				false

		844						LN		33		11		false		           11          EFSEC staff are also evaluating a recent request				false

		845						LN		33		12		false		           12     to remove three trees consistent with Mitigation Veg-1,				false

		846						LN		33		13		false		           13     tree avoidance.  This mitigation measure states that				false

		847						LN		33		14		false		           14     construction shall avoid removing or disturbing trees				false

		848						LN		33		15		false		           15     within the project lease boundary but also allows for				false

		849						LN		33		16		false		           16     the certificate holder to remove trees with EFSEC				false

		850						LN		33		17		false		           17     pre-approval where tree disturbance cannot be avoided				false

		851						LN		33		18		false		           18     by the project.				false

		852						LN		33		19		false		           19          The certificate holder reports that the three				false

		853						LN		33		20		false		           20     black walnut trees located at the intersection of				false

		854						LN		33		21		false		           21     Beightol Road -- and if I mispronounce that for locals,				false

		855						LN		33		22		false		           22     correct me at some point -- at the intersection of				false

		856						LN		33		23		false		           23     Beightol Road and County Well Road need to be removed				false

		857						LN		33		24		false		           24     to support siting and construction of a substation and				false

		858						LN		33		25		false		           25     point of interconnect, as the siting of the substation				false

		859						PG		34		0		false		page 34				false

		860						LN		34		1		false		            1     elsewhere cannot feasibly be done within the existing				false

		861						LN		34		2		false		            2     approved micro-siting corridor.				false

		862						LN		34		3		false		            3          Two of these trees are in poor condition, and one				false

		863						LN		34		4		false		            4     was confirmed dead last year in 2025.  Mitigation for				false

		864						LN		34		5		false		            5     removal of the three trees would be replacement in kind				false

		865						LN		34		6		false		            6     with three native species that will have a higher				false

		866						LN		34		7		false		            7     probability of survival.  Details of the tree				false

		867						LN		34		8		false		            8     replacement will be included in the revised Wildlife				false

		868						LN		34		9		false		            9     and Habitat Mitigation Plan prior to the start of				false

		869						LN		34		10		false		           10     construction.				false

		870						LN		34		11		false		           11          After receiving EFSEC approval of their Pronghorn				false

		871						LN		34		12		false		           12     GPS Collaring Protocol and the Pronghorn Capture &				false

		872						LN		34		13		false		           13     Handling Procedures, the certificate holder conducted				false

		873						LN		34		14		false		           14     two pronghorn collaring events on February 27th and				false

		874						LN		34		15		false		           15     March 13th.  A total of 17 pronghorn have been collared				false

		875						LN		34		16		false		           16     and are being tracked by GPS, including 14 females and				false

		876						LN		34		17		false		           17     three males.				false

		877						LN		34		18		false		           18          Does the Council have any questions?				false

		878						LN		34		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,				false

		879						LN		34		20		false		           20     comments or questions?				false

		880						LN		34		21		false		           21          I see none.				false

		881						LN		34		22		false		           22          So we will say thank you on that update and move				false

		882						LN		34		23		false		           23     on to Hop Hill, which John Barnes will provide.				false

		883						LN		34		24		false		           24                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair				false

		884						LN		34		25		false		           25     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,				false

		885						PG		35		0		false		page 35				false

		886						LN		35		1		false		            1     EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.				false

		887						LN		35		2		false		            2          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in				false

		888						LN		35		3		false		            3     the submission of additional application materials for				false

		889						LN		35		4		false		            4     the Hop Hill project.  Staff are also working with the				false

		890						LN		35		5		false		            5     applicant and the Department of Ecology to schedule an				false

		891						LN		35		6		false		            6     April site visit to conduct verification of the				false

		892						LN		35		7		false		            7     wetlands and waters delineation reports for this				false

		893						LN		35		8		false		            8     project.  This verification is required to support SEPA				false

		894						LN		35		9		false		            9     determination for the project.				false

		895						LN		35		10		false		           10          Are there any questions?				false

		896						LN		35		11		false		           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		897						LN		35		12		false		           12          Seeing none.				false

		898						LN		35		13		false		           13          We will move on to Wallula Gap.				false

		899						LN		35		14		false		           14                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair				false

		900						LN		35		15		false		           15     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,				false

		901						LN		35		16		false		           16     EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.				false

		902						LN		35		17		false		           17          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant				false

		903						LN		35		18		false		           18     OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource				false

		904						LN		35		19		false		           19     Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,				false

		905						LN		35		20		false		           20     traditional cultural properties, study and report				false

		906						LN		35		21		false		           21     conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.				false

		907						LN		35		22		false		           22          Staff have received the Department of Ecology				false

		908						LN		35		23		false		           23     final wetlands and waters report for this application.				false

		909						LN		35		24		false		           24     Staff will be working with the applicant to determine				false

		910						LN		35		25		false		           25     if project modifications are needed based on the				false

		911						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		912						LN		36		1		false		            1     information contained in this report.  As a reminder,				false

		913						LN		36		2		false		            2     identification of potential project impacts and				false

		914						LN		36		3		false		            3     mitigations that can be resolved as part of the EFSEC				false

		915						LN		36		4		false		            4     SEPA determination process.				false

		916						LN		36		5		false		            5          Are there any questions?				false

		917						LN		36		6		false		            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,				false

		918						LN		36		7		false		            7     comments, questions?				false

		919						LN		36		8		false		            8          Seeing none.				false

		920						LN		36		9		false		            9          We will move on to Goldeneye, and Joanne Snarski				false

		921						LN		36		10		false		           10     will provide the update.				false

		922						LN		36		11		false		           11                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you.				false

		923						LN		36		12		false		           12          Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting				false

		924						LN		36		13		false		           13     specialist for the proposed Goldeneye battery energy				false

		925						LN		36		14		false		           14     storage facility proposed in Skagit County.				false

		926						LN		36		15		false		           15          Staff are continuing to assess the potential				false

		927						LN		36		16		false		           16     impacts from the proposed project as required by the				false

		928						LN		36		17		false		           17     State Environmental Policy Act.  We are working				false

		929						LN		36		18		false		           18     internally and with our supporting agency partners to				false

		930						LN		36		19		false		           19     evaluate potential impacts to determine if there will				false

		931						LN		36		20		false		           20     be any additional data needs to support our evaluation.				false

		932						LN		36		21		false		           21          Also, staff recently received a letter from the				false

		933						LN		36		22		false		           22     Upper Skagit Tribe identifying their ongoing concerns				false

		934						LN		36		23		false		           23     with the project location.  We are evaluating best				false

		935						LN		36		24		false		           24     options for following up with them.				false

		936						LN		36		25		false		           25          May I answer any questions?				false

		937						PG		37		0		false		page 37				false

		938						LN		37		1		false		            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, questions				false

		939						LN		37		2		false		            2     or comments for staff?				false

		940						LN		37		3		false		            3          Okay.  Seeing none.				false

		941						LN		37		4		false		            4          I did want to note, as I think staff probably have				false

		942						LN		37		5		false		            5     captured, but, Council Krupin, I've seen your note here				false

		943						LN		37		6		false		            6     about asking for details on the Hop Hill site visit				false

		944						LN		37		7		false		            7     afterwards.  So just capturing that for the record,				false

		945						LN		37		8		false		            8     Council Krupin.				false

		946						LN		37		9		false		            9          And with that, we will move on to our other agency				false

		947						LN		37		10		false		           10     updates, starting with Dave Walker.				false

		948						LN		37		11		false		           11                        MR. WALKER:  Yeah.  Thank you, Chair				false

		949						LN		37		12		false		           12     Beckett.  For the record, Dave Walker, interim director				false

		950						LN		37		13		false		           13     with EFSEC.				false

		951						LN		37		14		false		           14          I first wanted to start with a new-employee				false

		952						LN		37		15		false		           15     update.  I wanted to introduce Gina Young.  She started				false

		953						LN		37		16		false		           16     with us at the beginning of this month.  Gina is part				false

		954						LN		37		17		false		           17     of our contracts and fiscal office and is a fantastic				false

		955						LN		37		18		false		           18     addition, and we very much appreciate her being aboard.				false

		956						LN		37		19		false		           19     She comes to us from Department of Health, and prior				false

		957						LN		37		20		false		           20     that -- prior to that, Employment Security.  She'd been				false

		958						LN		37		21		false		           21     with the State for about four years now.  So welcome,				false

		959						LN		37		22		false		           22     Gina.				false

		960						LN		37		23		false		           23                        MS. YOUNG:  Thank you.				false

		961						LN		37		24		false		           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Welcome.				false

		962						LN		37		25		false		           25                        MR. WALKER:  Next, I wanted to just				false

		963						PG		38		0		false		page 38				false

		964						LN		38		1		false		            1     give a quick budget update, now that the legislative				false

		965						LN		38		2		false		            2     session is over.  The budget bill is with the governor				false

		966						LN		38		3		false		            3     currently for review.  We do not have a signed budget				false

		967						LN		38		4		false		            4     bill as of yet.  Although what started to be -- started				false

		968						LN		38		5		false		            5     out to be what we anticipated a 15 percent reduction in				false

		969						LN		38		6		false		            6     our general funds, was greatly diminished as the				false

		970						LN		38		7		false		            7     legislative session made its way through to conclusion.				false

		971						LN		38		8		false		            8          With the numbers -- and it's really hard to say				false

		972						LN		38		9		false		            9     quite yet where they're going to land.  Obviously the				false

		973						LN		38		10		false		           10     governor still needs to review and sign it, so it's				false

		974						LN		38		11		false		           11     most likely premature for us to make any statements at				false

		975						LN		38		12		false		           12     this point.  Although we believe that the budget is in				false

		976						LN		38		13		false		           13     good shape for EFSEC moving into the second half of				false

		977						LN		38		14		false		           14     this fiscal year.  So once we have a signed budget,				false

		978						LN		38		15		false		           15     we'll certainly update the Council on any changes that				false

		979						LN		38		16		false		           16     have occurred on that.				false

		980						LN		38		17		false		           17          One thing I did want to bring forward was EFSEC's				false

		981						LN		38		18		false		           18     work on the Executive Order 25-11.  This is specific to				false

		982						LN		38		19		false		           19     projects going -- going on across the state -- and				false

		983						LN		38		20		false		           20     these are clean energy projects -- that EFSEC does have				false

		984						LN		38		21		false		           21     jurisdiction over seven of those projects that we're				false

		985						LN		38		22		false		           22     currently efforting with the acceleration team that was				false

		986						LN		38		23		false		           23     created by Executive Order 25-11.				false

		987						LN		38		24		false		           24          We have had a chance to go through and comb that				false

		988						LN		38		25		false		           25     list, and we have brought it down to three, possibly				false

		989						PG		39		0		false		page 39				false

		990						LN		39		1		false		            1     four projects under EFSEC jurisdiction that will meet				false

		991						LN		39		2		false		            2     the requirements and elements of the tax incentives as				false

		992						LN		39		3		false		            3     put forth in the federal budget.				false

		993						LN		39		4		false		            4          We are going to continue to work those obviously				false

		994						LN		39		5		false		            5     with the acceleration team and internally to see if we				false

		995						LN		39		6		false		            6     can bring three or possibly all four of these projects				false

		996						LN		39		7		false		            7     to conclusion within the time frames, which is				false

		997						LN		39		8		false		            8     operational, I believe -- and correct me if I'm wrong				false

		998						LN		39		9		false		            9     on this one Ami -- they need to be operational by the				false

		999						LN		39		10		false		           10     end of December 2029.  Does that sound --				false

		1000						LN		39		11		false		           11                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I believe that's				false

		1001						LN		39		12		false		           12     correct.				false

		1002						LN		39		13		false		           13                        MR. WALKER:  -- correct?  Okay.				false

		1003						LN		39		14		false		           14          So that's all we really have to talk about on this				false

		1004						LN		39		15		false		           15     particular subject at this time, but we'll certainly				false

		1005						LN		39		16		false		           16     keep the Council informed as we are continuing to move				false

		1006						LN		39		17		false		           17     forward on these acceleration efforts.				false

		1007						LN		39		18		false		           18          And with that, that was all I had from my updates.				false

		1008						LN		39		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.				false

		1009						LN		39		20		false		           20                        MR. WALKER:  I could hand it over to				false

		1010						LN		39		21		false		           21     Lisa if she --				false

		1011						LN		39		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Let's see if Council				false

		1012						LN		39		23		false		           23     have questions or comments for you.  Appreciate the				false

		1013						LN		39		24		false		           24     focus on the governor's executive order, of course.				false

		1014						LN		39		25		false		           25     And as noted on Carriger, I guess, by myself earlier.				false

		1015						PG		40		0		false		page 40				false

		1016						LN		40		1		false		            1          So, with that, Council members, questions or				false

		1017						LN		40		2		false		            2     discussion you'd wish to have about any of Dave's				false

		1018						LN		40		3		false		            3     updates?				false

		1019						LN		40		4		false		            4          None for now.				false

		1020						LN		40		5		false		            5                        MR. WALKER:  Okay.				false

		1021						LN		40		6		false		            6                        MR. RYBARIK:  Thanks for the update.				false

		1022						LN		40		7		false		            7     Welcome.  Welcome, new folks.				false

		1023						LN		40		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And with that, we				false

		1024						LN		40		9		false		            9     will move on to our legislative update and then				false

		1025						LN		40		10		false		           10     followed by the rulemaking update.  That, again, is				false

		1026						LN		40		11		false		           11     rulemaking on preapplication, adjudication, and site				false

		1027						LN		40		12		false		           12     restoration overall.  We may focus on less than all				false

		1028						LN		40		13		false		           13     those three today, but I'll turn it to Lisa.				false

		1029						LN		40		14		false		           14                        MS. McLEAN:  Thank you, Chair				false

		1030						LN		40		15		false		           15     Beckett, Council members.  For the record, my name is				false

		1031						LN		40		16		false		           16     Lisa McLean, the legislative and policy manager and				false

		1032						LN		40		17		false		           17     tribal liaison for EFSEC.				false

		1033						LN		40		18		false		           18          Legislative and policies on the agenda for today.				false

		1034						LN		40		19		false		           19     Legislative update.  We all know that the -- their sine				false

		1035						LN		40		20		false		           20     die was on Thursday.  And our major -- the major piece				false

		1036						LN		40		21		false		           21     of legislation that we were tracking and trying to work				false
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		1047						LN		41		6		false		            6     governor's office on.				false

		1048						LN		41		7		false		            7          To go into details about what that bill is going				false

		1049						LN		41		8		false		            8     to allow, it's going to allow the full Council to meet				false

		1050						LN		41		9		false		            9     with a tribal council at their request as part of the				false

		1051						LN		41		10		false		           10     government-to-government consultation process.  Should				false

		1052						LN		41		11		false		           11     the number of Council members constitute a quorum, it				false

		1053						LN		41		12		false		           12     will not constitute a meeting under the Open Public				false

		1054						LN		41		13		false		           13     Meetings Act provided that there is no deliberation				false

		1055						LN		41		14		false		           14     between members of the EFSEC Council and there are no				false

		1056						LN		41		15		false		           15     assurances or commitments made by members of the EFSEC				false

		1057						LN		41		16		false		           16     Council at the meeting.				false

		1058						LN		41		17		false		           17          The goal of the consultation is to hear from the				false

		1059						LN		41		18		false		           18     tribes, to enable them to provide us information				false

		1060						LN		41		19		false		           19     regarding tribal resources and rights that might be				false

		1061						LN		41		20		false		           20     affected by the project, and also as a way for them to				false

		1062						LN		41		21		false		           21     give us their proposals for minimizing, avoiding, or				false

		1063						LN		41		22		false		           22     mitigating any adverse effects.				false

		1064						LN		41		23		false		           23          Also our statute already required us to provide a				false

		1065						LN		41		24		false		           24     summary of the G2G consultation process to the				false
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		1068						LN		42		1		false		            1     made, any report summarizing that G2G consultation				false

		1069						LN		42		2		false		            2     process should be given in advance to the tribe, who				false

		1070						LN		42		3		false		            3     should be given 30 days to request any corrections or				false

		1071						LN		42		4		false		            4     provide a summary of its own.				false

		1072						LN		42		5		false		            5          This is important -- this bill is important				false

		1073						LN		42		6		false		            6     because of the fact that some of the tribes want to				false

		1074						LN		42		7		false		            7     meet with all the decision-makers, not just the chair,				false

		1075						LN		42		8		false		            8     as it was before.  And so that's important to them.				false

		1076						LN		42		9		false		            9     And they also want to be able to see whether -- how we				false

		1077						LN		42		10		false		           10     are characterizing to the governor the consultation				false

		1078						LN		42		11		false		           11     process.				false
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		1080						LN		42		13		false		           13     with Association of Business -- Association of				false

		1081						LN		42		14		false		           14     Washington Businesses.  They were worried about				false

		1082						LN		42		15		false		           15     discussions that are out of the public eye that might				false

		1083						LN		42		16		false		           16     exclude them from the discussion and worried that maybe				false

		1084						LN		42		17		false		           17     some mitigation measures would be agreed to behind				false

		1085						LN		42		18		false		           18     closed doors.  And they also were concerned about the				false

		1086						LN		42		19		false		           19     ability of the tribe to submit their own summary of the				false

		1087						LN		42		20		false		           20     consultation process.				false

		1088						LN		42		21		false		           21          We worked closely with AWB.  They were not pro,				false

		1089						LN		42		22		false		           22     but they were neutral.  And we did -- there's nuanced				false

		1090						LN		42		23		false		           23     language in the amendments that were approved that seek				false

		1091						LN		42		24		false		           24     to address some of those concerns.				false

		1092						LN		42		25		false		           25          We welcome -- overall, we welcome the change to				false
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		1094						LN		43		1		false		            1     our statute and hope that it serves as an important				false

		1095						LN		43		2		false		            2     step in keeping our ability to learn and engage in				false

		1096						LN		43		3		false		            3     meaningful dialogue with our tribal partners as we				false

		1097						LN		43		4		false		            4     pursue the agency's responsibilities.				false

		1098						LN		43		5		false		            5          So that's my legislative update.  If there are any				false

		1099						LN		43		6		false		            6     questions about that.  Or anything.				false

		1100						LN		43		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Turn this to the				false

		1101						LN		43		8		false		            8     Council, see if there were any comments or questions on				false

		1102						LN		43		9		false		            9     the legislative item.				false

		1103						LN		43		10		false		           10          I would just quickly say thank you.  I would also				false

		1104						LN		43		11		false		           11     highlight and celebrate our staff's work with the				false

		1105						LN		43		12		false		           12     Yakama Nation staff as well as that with the				false

		1106						LN		43		13		false		           13     Association of Washington Business and appreciate that				false

		1107						LN		43		14		false		           14     organization trying to work, you know, through to a				false

		1108						LN		43		15		false		           15     solution, knowing they had concerns, which seems to be				false

		1109						LN		43		16		false		           16     not quite done yet in terms of the governor's				false

		1110						LN		43		17		false		           17     consideration and signature, but well on its way, and				false

		1111						LN		43		18		false		           18     appreciate our legislative leaders you mentioned who				false

		1112						LN		43		19		false		           19     were a part of that.				false

		1113						LN		43		20		false		           20          I will just note, should that be signed into law,				false

		1114						LN		43		21		false		           21     today I feel at times sometimes, you know, we're not				false

		1115						LN		43		22		false		           22     always ensuring we're hearing one another, especially				false

		1116						LN		43		23		false		           23     in some of the conversations and within our				false

		1117						LN		43		24		false		           24     consultation.  And where that can be a more fulsome				false

		1118						LN		43		25		false		           25     hearing of one another's needs and impacts or concerns,				false
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		1120						LN		44		1		false		            1     like on the Cascade renewable transmission project, at				false

		1121						LN		44		2		false		            2     the beginning, rather than when it's currently allowed,				false

		1122						LN		44		3		false		            3     far later in adjudication, in a more, you know, legal				false

		1123						LN		44		4		false		            4     and appropriate setting, knowing some projects need				false

		1124						LN		44		5		false		            5     adjudication, that's one of the hopefully benefits that				false

		1125						LN		44		6		false		            6     ultimately won't change the public's full review and				false

		1126						LN		44		7		false		            7     input ultimately as the Council does its work and				false

		1127						LN		44		8		false		            8     eventually reaches, you know, conclusion on any				false

		1128						LN		44		9		false		            9     project.				false

		1129						LN		44		10		false		           10          So I think that's part of the experiment here				false

		1130						LN		44		11		false		           11     that's underway, but I think well -- coming from a good				false

		1131						LN		44		12		false		           12     place.  So, with that added context, thanks, Council,				false

		1132						LN		44		13		false		           13     for allowing me to expand on that.				false

		1133						LN		44		14		false		           14          And so, Council Nelson, please.				false

		1134						LN		44		15		false		           15                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair				false

		1135						LN		44		16		false		           16     Beckett.  You know, this -- this thought might not be				false

		1136						LN		44		17		false		           17     fully cooked, but I just want to express it because				false

		1137						LN		44		18		false		           18     we're having this -- this discussion with Department of				false

		1138						LN		44		19		false		           19     Ecology.				false

		1139						LN		44		20		false		           20          So if this is signed into law, if -- if a tribe,				false

		1140						LN		44		21		false		           21     tribal government, requests a G2G with an agency -- and				false

		1141						LN		44		22		false		           22     in the G2Gs I've been into, there's often been, like, a				false

		1142						LN		44		23		false		           23     full agenda, multiple topics, you know.  But even if a				false

		1143						LN		44		24		false		           24     site's being permitted through EFSEC, you know, they				false

		1144						LN		44		25		false		           25     can still talk to an agency about concerns.				false
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		1147						LN		45		2		false		            2     are, under the judicial ethics laws that we're -- you				false

		1148						LN		45		3		false		            3     know, that we have to have a hold to, what if any our				false

		1149						LN		45		4		false		            4     role could then be in those G2Gs within our agencies,				false

		1150						LN		45		5		false		            5     you know, if a site that was going through EFSEC was on				false

		1151						LN		45		6		false		            6     the agenda.				false

		1152						LN		45		7		false		            7          So that's something that I plan to seek guidance				false

		1153						LN		45		8		false		            8     on.  Just wanted to throw that out there.				false

		1154						LN		45		9		false		            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  So let me try to				false

		1155						LN		45		10		false		           10     make sure I heard you:  That if you're involved in a				false

		1156						LN		45		11		false		           11     consultation within Ecology, if Ecology is consulting?				false

		1157						LN		45		12		false		           12                        MR. NELSON:  Yes.  So previously,				false

		1158						LN		45		13		false		           13     you know, it just would have been the EFSEC chair				false

		1159						LN		45		14		false		           14     participating in a G2G with the tribe.  And now if				false

		1160						LN		45		15		false		           15     there's Council members present and then we also are				false

		1161						LN		45		16		false		           16     called into, you know, a separate G2G at our agency				false

		1162						LN		45		17		false		           17     regarding -- you know, and if they're an energy				false

		1163						LN		45		18		false		           18     facility that is going to go through EFSEC or isn't in				false

		1164						LN		45		19		false		           19     the process through EFSEC is on that agenda, if we				false

		1165						LN		45		20		false		           20     should recuse ourselves, you know, or if we -- if that				false

		1166						LN		45		21		false		           21     would have any impact on -- on those standards we need				false

		1167						LN		45		22		false		           22     to uphold about not talking about specific projects				false
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		1175						LN		46		4		false		            4     Council only does work as the Council.  And, hence, if				false
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		1177						LN		46		6		false		            6     other agency work, that's where you would need to not				false

		1178						LN		46		7		false		            7     be present, per se, is the, I think, simple answer.				false

		1179						LN		46		8		false		            8     But we may need to dig in a little offline, which we're				false

		1180						LN		46		9		false		            9     happy to do with Counsel Thompson as well.				false

		1181						LN		46		10		false		           10                        MR. NELSON:  I was going to say,				false

		1182						LN		46		11		false		           11     thank you, Chair Beckett.  Due to my personal liability				false

		1183						LN		46		12		false		           12     in the matter, that is the stance I am currently				false

		1184						LN		46		13		false		           13     taking.  But it is an open discussion, so I just want				false

		1185						LN		46		14		false		           14     to make sure I get it right.				false

		1186						LN		46		15		false		           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.				false

		1187						LN		46		16		false		           16     Well, the conditions do evolve with each -- with each				false

		1188						LN		46		17		false		           17     item, so there's not always common answers across --				false

		1189						LN		46		18		false		           18     across that same question.  So appreciate your				false

		1190						LN		46		19		false		           19     diligence in raising it.				false

		1191						LN		46		20		false		           20          Any other hands?				false

		1192						LN		46		21		false		           21          With that, then we will move to rulemaking.				false

		1193						LN		46		22		false		           22                        MS. McLEAN:  Moving to rulemaking.				false

		1194						LN		46		23		false		           23     As you will recall, we filed a preproposal statement of				false
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		1200						LN		47		3		false		            3          The adjudicative proceeding and site restoration				false

		1201						LN		47		4		false		            4     and preservation is an attempt to update the language				false

		1202						LN		47		5		false		            5     to the current practice that we use.  And the				false

		1203						LN		47		6		false		            6     application process is about adding detail about the				false

		1204						LN		47		7		false		            7     preapplication process into the rules.				false

		1205						LN		47		8		false		            8          So we had hoped to have draft amendments to you in				false

		1206						LN		47		9		false		            9     February for Council review, but unfortunately, due to				false

		1207						LN		47		10		false		           10     legislative session, onboarding of our new rules and				false

		1208						LN		47		11		false		           11     policy coordinator, and other things, we have somewhat				false

		1209						LN		47		12		false		           12     slowed in this process.				false

		1210						LN		47		13		false		           13          However, in the last couple weeks, we've made a				false

		1211						LN		47		14		false		           14     lot, a lot of progress.  And we believe that we are on				false

		1212						LN		47		15		false		           15     the verge of sharing the draft amended language with				false

		1213						LN		47		16		false		           16     our legal counsels for review.  And depending upon				false

		1214						LN		47		17		false		           17     their availability, given their other responsibilities				false

		1215						LN		47		18		false		           18     towards the Council, we see a realistic schedule could				false

		1216						LN		47		19		false		           19     maybe be that we present to you the language for				false

		1217						LN		47		20		false		           20     approval in April 15th and come back to you for final				false

		1218						LN		47		21		false		           21     approval on July 15th with the new rules taking effect				false

		1219						LN		47		22		false		           22     on August 15th, or alternatively, we may have to -- we				false

		1220						LN		47		23		false		           23     may not be ready till May 20th, whereupon you would be				false

		1221						LN		47		24		false		           24     approving in May 20th the language to go in front of				false

		1222						LN		47		25		false		           25     the people for a hearing, and then the Council would				false
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		1224						LN		48		1		false		            1     approve the final version on August 19th, and it would				false

		1225						LN		48		2		false		            2     take effect on September 14th.				false

		1226						LN		48		3		false		            3          Having said all of that, as all of you are members				false

		1227						LN		48		4		false		            4     of your own agencies and probably have participated in				false

		1228						LN		48		5		false		            5     rules, this all assumes that we file language, we have				false

		1229						LN		48		6		false		            6     a hearing, and we don't make any huge, substantive				false

		1230						LN		48		7		false		            7     amendments that require us to refile the language and				false

		1231						LN		48		8		false		            8     have another hearing.				false

		1232						LN		48		9		false		            9          So if it's all smooth, then we might have rules by				false

		1233						LN		48		10		false		           10     September at the latest.  But, you know, we never can				false

		1234						LN		48		11		false		           11     say.  So stay tuned.  We are working on it.  Hopefully				false

		1235						LN		48		12		false		           12     we'll have something for you soon.				false

		1236						LN		48		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the				false

		1237						LN		48		14		false		           14     update.				false

		1238						LN		48		15		false		           15                        MS. McLEAN:  Yeah.				false

		1239						LN		48		16		false		           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, let me				false

		1240						LN		48		17		false		           17     turn -- I have a comment, but let me turn to my fellow				false

		1241						LN		48		18		false		           18     Council members first for any questions or comments				false

		1242						LN		48		19		false		           19     they may wish.				false

		1243						LN		48		20		false		           20          I would just -- I guess, thanks.  Then I would				false

		1244						LN		48		21		false		           21     add, as the person who's always pushing to move with				false

		1245						LN		48		22		false		           22     time-certain outcomes and with -- I wouldn't say always				false

		1246						LN		48		23		false		           23     with speed, but again, with, you know, more certainty				false

		1247						LN		48		24		false		           24     around our path, I also appreciate that quickly we'll				false

		1248						LN		48		25		false		           25     be at year end if we don't keep moving here.				false
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		1250						LN		49		1		false		            1          But at the same juncture, I do think, given the				false

		1251						LN		49		2		false		            2     topics and just kind of the general path ahead for				false

		1252						LN		49		3		false		            3     EFSEC, whatever clarifications, improvements, changes				false

		1253						LN		49		4		false		            4     we're making, we need to do our best work and get it,				false

		1254						LN		49		5		false		            5     you know, as constructively clear as we can.  And if				false

		1255						LN		49		6		false		            6     that takes a little more time to do that, ultimately I				false

		1256						LN		49		7		false		            7     think, you know, we can do a little bit of both there				false

		1257						LN		49		8		false		            8     as you bring that schedule forward.  So we'll look				false

		1258						LN		49		9		false		            9     forward to more evolutions as you've already updated,				false

		1259						LN		49		10		false		           10     so soon.				false

		1260						LN		49		11		false		           11          With that, that concludes our main agenda.  If				false

		1261						LN		49		12		false		           12     there are closing comments or any questions, et cetera,				false

		1262						LN		49		13		false		           13     from Council members, let me call for that, or soon we				false

		1263						LN		49		14		false		           14     will be -- we will be finished.				false

		1264						LN		49		15		false		           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  Very quickly, Chair				false

		1265						LN		49		16		false		           16     Beckett, want to go back to the beginning of our agenda				false

		1266						LN		49		17		false		           17     and just welcome Kate Dean to the Council.  Welcome				false

		1267						LN		49		18		false		           18     aboard.  Sorry I couldn't be there with you in person				false

		1268						LN		49		19		false		           19     today at the -- at the UTC/EFSEC building but will meet				false

		1269						LN		49		20		false		           20     you soon and looking forward to working with you.				false

		1270						LN		49		21		false		           21                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Council				false

		1271						LN		49		22		false		           22     Rybarik.  I'm sorry to say that you're all missing "Pie				false

		1272						LN		49		23		false		           23     Day" here.  And there's quite a selection of pie, just				false

		1273						LN		49		24		false		           24     to rub it in.				false

		1274						LN		49		25		false		           25                        MR. RYBARIK:  Maybe we'll have to				false
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           1                        BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,



           2      March 18, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop



           3      Southeast, Lacey, Washington, at 1:31 p.m., the



           4      following monthly meeting of the Washington State



           5      Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to



           6      wit:



           7



           8                          <<<<<< >>>>>>



           9



          10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.



          11      This is Kurt Beckett, chair of EFSEC, calling our



          12      March 18th regular meeting to order.



          13          And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,



          14      please.



          15                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.



          16          Department of Commerce.



          17                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,



          18      present.



          19                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of



          20      Ecology.



          21                        MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.



          22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish



          23      and Wildlife.



          24                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin,



          25      present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural



            2     Resources.



            3                        MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.



            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and



            5     Transportation Commission.



            6                        MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik,



            7     present.



            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For local government



            9     and optional State agencies.



           10          For the Hop Hill Solar Project, Benton County,



           11     Paul Krupin.



           12          For Wallula Gap, for Benton County, Adam Fyall.



           13          For Goldeneye BESS, for Skagit County, Robby



           14     Eckroth.



           15                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth,



           16     present.



           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Cascade Renewable



           18     Transmission Project, for Skamania County, Asa Leckie.



           19                        MR. LECKIE:  Present.



           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  City of Stevenson,



           21     Jeff Breckel.



           22          And City of Camas, Jennifer Senescu.



           23          Moving on to assistant attorney generals.



           24          Jon Thompson.



           25                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer.



            2                        MR. PACKER:  Present.



            3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Talia Thuet.



            4                        MS. THUET:  Present.



            5                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Council staff:



            6     Dave Walker.



            7                        MR. WALKER:  Present.



            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  One moment.  Sorry.



            9     It was just a tad quiet in the room.



           10          Ami Hafkemeyer.



           11                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.



           12                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon.



           13                        MS. MOON:  Present.



           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph.



           15          Sean Greene.



           16                        MR. GREENE:  Present.



           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes.



           18                        MR. BARNES:  Present.



           19                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.



           20                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.



           21                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Maria Belkina.



           22                        MS. BELKINA:  Present.



           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Lisa McLean.



           24                        MS. McLEAN:  Present.



           25                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Gina Young.
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            1                        MS. YOUNG:  Present.



            2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Operational updates.



            3     I'll call those who are anticipated to give an update



            4     today.



            5          For Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz.



            6                        MR. VOLTZ:  Present.



            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And is there anyone



            8     present for the counsel for the environment?



            9                        MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes.  Sara Reyneveld



           10     and Yuriy Korol are present.



           11                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           12          Chair, there is a quorum for all councils.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank



           14     you.



           15          Well, it's my honor to first, before we consider



           16     the agendas, Council, to introduce our newest member,



           17     Kate Dean, from Department of Natural Resources, who



           18     for the past year has been policy director, a year



           19     plus, at the Department and was a long-standing local



           20     elected official for many years prior to that.



           21          And so let me welcome Council Member Dean and also



           22     note on behalf of our other Council members -- who I've



           23     come, I think, well enough to know -- that they would



           24     be chagrined that they're not here in person today much



           25     as some often are.  But in case Council wish -- other
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            1     Council members wish to send a word of greetings after



            2     Kate's introduction, I'll just give you a heads-up on



            3     that.



            4          And without further ado, it's my pleasure to



            5     introduce Kate Dean, our newest Council member.



            6                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.



            7     It's an honor to be serving in this role, I think in



            8     some of the most important issues of our time.



            9          As the chair said, I come from a background in



           10     local government and look forward to bringing that



           11     experience to this board.  And I look forward to



           12     working with you all.  Thank you.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Welcome again.



           14          And I'm sorry.  I neglected to also wish our



           15     former Council member Maverick Ryan the best in his new



           16     endeavor, which I believe involves his work with tribal



           17     nations outside state government.  So I appreciate his



           18     service on the Council as well, as well as the added



           19     transition within the Department of Natural Resources



           20     at the commissioner level.



           21          So with that, Council members, we have a very



           22     fairly straightforward agenda before us today.  If



           23     there are any changes, please bring those forward as we



           24     adopt the agenda.



           25          And the chair would entertain a motion to adopt
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            1     the agenda.



            2                        MS. DEAN:  So moved, Chair.



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



            4          Is there a second?



            5                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Second.



            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



            7          All in favor of the agenda as proposed, please say



            8     aye.



            9                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?



           11          All right.  Agenda is adopted.



           12          Moving on to the minutes from our regular February



           13     18th Council meeting.



           14          I have a couple items I would note.  But before I



           15     do, were there any other edits or comments from other



           16     Council members to the minutes?



           17          All right.



           18                        MR. RYBARIK:  None here.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you.



           20          If I could call everyone's attention to two



           21     changes.



           22          On Page 30, actually 32, reading the upper



           23     right-hand corner page numbers, "A consultation meeting



           24     with the Cowlitz Indian Tribe that had been scheduled



           25     was postponed and is now expected to occur in Everett."
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            1     That should be April or late April, just to be more



            2     specific.  We have that change tracked.



            3          And then moving on to the second and last one,



            4     on -- actually going earlier into the minutes, on



            5     Page 14.  Again, page number in the upper right-hand



            6     corner of this format.  I believe on that exchange



            7     between Council Rybarik and Ms. Hafkemeyer on the ORCAA



            8     clean air permit for the Grays Harbor facility, there



            9     on Line 21, it's referenced as Chair Beckett.  I



           10     believe that was Council Rybarik's comments --



           11                        MR. RYBARIK:  Oh.



           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- not mine.



           13          So just wanted to clarify for the record that



           14     exchange.



           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  Good catch.  And I



           16     agree with that.  Yeah.



           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Great.  Was going to



           18     say, let me double-check that with you, Council



           19     Rybarik.



           20          So with those two changes, again, are there any



           21     others from Council?



           22          All right.  Hearing none --



           23                        MR. ECKROTH:  Chair.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- then --



           25                        MR. ECKROTH:  Chair Beckett, this is
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            1     Robby Eckroth, Skagit County.  I believe that the



            2     minutes say I was not present.  I just want to note



            3     that I believe I was.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Ah.  Excellent.



            5     Thank you for that correction.



            6          We've got all three captured here by the staff.



            7          So, with that, chair would entertain a motion to



            8     adopt the minutes with those amendments.



            9                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair --



           10                        MR. RYBARIK:  So moved.  Sorry.



           11                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Somebody already did.



           12     I'll second.



           13                        MR. RYBARIK:  All right.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.



           15          We have a motion before us that has been seconded.



           16          All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,



           17     please say aye.



           18                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?



           20                        MS. DEAN:  I'll abstain.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council.



           22          And with that, the minutes are adopted.



           23          So we will move on to our project updates.  And,



           24     again, for the benefit of other outside folks that may



           25     have not participated in the recent meeting or two, in
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            1     general we have a new format that reflects projects



            2     that have non- -- nonroutine updates will be those



            3     focused in the public meeting here before us, whether



            4     they're staff presentations or times outside like with



            5     the soon-to-be Ostrea Solar update.



            6          Other projects that are routine are in the same



            7     public packet.  They are the normal written reports



            8     that we receive, but we have dispensed with the verbal



            9     addition of that in terms of their presence in the



           10     meeting.



           11          So with that reminder on our new approach here,



           12     with that we move to Ostrea Solar update.



           13          And, Mr. Voltz, are you with us?



           14                        MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, sir.



           15          Good afternoon --



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.



           17                        MR. VOLTZ:  -- Chair Beckett.  Oh,



           18     sorry about that.



           19          Good afternoon, Chair Beckett, Council members,



           20     and staff.  This is Jon Voltz with Cypress Creek



           21     Renewables representing Ostrea Solar.



           22          In the month of February, we continued the O&M



           23     facility construction, began the utility testing with



           24     Bonneville Power Administration, and submitted the



           25     initial results for their review.
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            1          They have now a certain time frame to review those



            2     results.  And upon approval, we would be granted the



            3     ability to remove the curtailment limit of, I think



            4     we're at six-megawatt generation during the trial



            5     operations.



            6          And so commissioning works do continue.  We are at



            7     a hold point until that curtailment is lifted, but we



            8     expect that to be very soon.  Then we can proceed for



            9     the final commissioning.



           10          There were -- the major construction work is



           11     complete, and so there are some inspections taking



           12     place across the site as far as the -- the SWPPP



           13     maintenance, and so a couple items were identified that



           14     are listed here.  They're ongoing to correct.  But as



           15     no major construction is expected in the future, these



           16     should kind of be just touch-up works and monitoring



           17     moving forward.



           18          As operations is, I'll say imminent, we have



           19     submitted the operational compliance plans for SWPPP,



           20     spill control, vegetation, weed management, emergency



           21     plan to EFSEC for review.  So that should be in your



           22     court or in EFSEC's court to approve those plans prior



           23     to the facility becoming operational.



           24          Other than that, there is nothing nonroutine to



           25     report for the period.
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.  Thank



            2     you.



            3          And I would also thank you for the ongoing level



            4     of detail on the updates, which I think just helps put



            5     on display both for the Council and the public what it



            6     really takes for projects to ultimately come forward



            7     once they have been approved.  So thanks for that added



            8     diligence.



            9          Council members, are there any other comments or



           10     questions on Ostrea?



           11          Hearing none.



           12          Moving on --



           13                        MR. RYBARIK:  Just --



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- to Columbia --



           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  -- real, real quick --



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.



           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  -- Chair Beckett, if I



           18     might.



           19          And, Jon, you might have just said this, but I



           20     might have missed it.  What is the expected, like, full



           21     online date for the project?



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thanks, Council



           23     Rybarik.



           24                        MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, the -- we don't



           25     have a current date.  It is dependent on when
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            1     Bonneville Power Administration approves the test



            2     results and issues us the "permission to operate



            3     commercially" letter.  But we expect that to be -- I



            4     think the best-case scenario we're looking at is end of



            5     this month or early April.



            6          At that point, we will be generating fully.



            7     However, we will still be in the construction phase



            8     under the site certification agreement until we



            9     complete our final testing and vegetation restoration.



           10     And so it's kind of -- it doesn't exactly answer your



           11     question, but full generation, we do expect to be end



           12     of March, early April.  And then transition into, you



           13     know, operational coverage versus construction is



           14     likely more May/June time frame.



           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  Very good.  Appreciate



           16     it.  Thanks.



           17                        MR. VOLTZ:  No problem.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Other questions?



           19          Hearing none.



           20          We'll move on to Columbia Solar.  And Sara



           21     Randolph, I believe, will provide the update.



           22                        MR. BARNES:  Good afternoon.  Thank



           23     you, Chair Beckett and Council members and staff.  For



           24     the record, this is John Barnes on behalf of Sara



           25     Randolph, site specialist for the Columbia Solar.
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            1          A facility update is provided in your packet.  We



            2     expect the facility to submit a formal transfer request



            3     to the Council.  After such, staff will work to



            4     schedule an informational meeting on the amendment



            5     request.  Following the informational meeting, the



            6     review of comments received by staff will prepare -- or



            7     staff will prepare documents to support the Council's



            8     actions on the request, which will be posted for public



            9     comment prior to Council's vote on the request.



           10          There are no nonroutine updates to report.



           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Very well.



           12          Council members, are there comments or questions?



           13          Hearing none.



           14          Moving on to the Carriger Solar.  Joanne Snarski



           15     will provide the update.



           16                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair



           17     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, this is



           18     Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the Carriger



           19     Solar facility in Klickitat County.



           20          The process of current judicial review of this



           21     project with the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the



           22     Yakama Nation has slowed down the progress of the



           23     applicant to draft the required plans and move forward



           24     with construction.  However, EFSEC staff are continuing



           25     to discuss Carriger's timing for submitting the plans
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            1     required in the site certification agreement.



            2          That's all I have.  Any questions?



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  One question I would



            4     have -- I suspect others may raise it too -- is if



            5     there was any other appropriate update on litigation?



            6     Knowing sometimes that's not in the public meeting, but



            7     I assume we're still in process there.



            8                        MR. THOMPSON:  Chair Beckett, this



            9     is Jon Thompson.



           10          Are you referring to the Carriger --



           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I am.



           12                        MR. THOMPSON:  -- specifically?



           13          Well, the update is that we still need to transmit



           14     the agency record and index to the Thurston County



           15     Superior Court and working on that and coordinating



           16     with the developer who's intervened in the case and



           17     with Yakama Nation, who's the petitioner, to -- and



           18     then we'll also have to make a motion to the court to



           19     seal those records that are confidential.



           20          So all these steps take a bit of time.  So that's



           21     what's -- that's what's going on right now.



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Appreciate



           23     the quick update.  Sorry to put you on the spot.



           24          I think -- I suspect other Council -- certainly



           25     I'll speak for myself.  If there's anything that's
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            1     impeding that progression, knowing things do take time,



            2     but if there's anything that we can support to make



            3     sure that that's as expeditious as is appropriate, but



            4     especially in light of the governor's executive order



            5     on several projects, including that one, Carriger,



            6     obviously we want to make sure that we're advancing



            7     that as quickly as feasible.  So appreciate your



            8     diligence in that regard.



            9          Council members, other questions, comments?



           10          Seeing none.



           11          Moving on to the Cascade Renewables Transmission



           12     Project.  And Maria Belkina will provide the update, I



           13     believe.



           14                        MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair



           15     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, my name



           16     is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the



           17     Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.



           18          EFSEC is continuing to review the application for



           19     site certification for compliance with WAC 463-60, with



           20     the objective of determining whether the application



           21     contains sufficient information to support the next



           22     phase of review.



           23          An initial data request has been issued to the



           24     applicant -- to the applicant to support ongoing review



           25     and preparation for the SEPA process.  Given this scope
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            1     of the request, we anticipate continued coordination



            2     with the applicant regarding timing of responses.



            3          Preparation is underway to initiate the SEPA



            4     process, including an anticipated determination of



            5     significance and scoping.  Coordination is ongoing to



            6     align EFSEC's SEPA process with the federal NEPA



            7     process.



            8          EFSEC continues coordination with federal and



            9     state agencies, including the U.S. Army Corps of



           10     Engineers, as well as Oregon agencies, to support



           11     interagency alignment and information sharing.



           12          We are also coordinated with -- coordinating with



           13     Skamania County and the Columbia River Gorge Commission



           14     regarding the National Scenic Area permitting



           15     framework, including potential development of an



           16     interlocal agreement to clarify roles and



           17     responsibilities.



           18          I would be happy to answer any questions.  Thank



           19     you.



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



           21     update.



           22          Council members, do you have questions or need



           23     anything reiterated from the update?



           24          Council Pamplin.



           25                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yes, Mr. Chair.
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes.  Please.



            2     Please go ahead.  Thank you.



            3                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Thanks, Mr. Chair.  I



            4     may have missed it in the update.  But what is the



            5     status of rounding out the Council participation, given



            6     the different local governments that are -- that this



            7     line transects, please?  Thank you.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me just add a



            9     quick word before staff further jump in.  But I wanted



           10     to also acknowledge and thank Council Leckie from



           11     Skamania, who's online with us today.  Jeff Breckel



           12     from Stevenson, who's been in prior meetings, but I



           13     think, unless he logged in here recently, is absent



           14     today.  And then we do have a new named Council member,



           15     Jennifer Senescu, from the city of Camas.  There's, I



           16     think, certainly a couple other open items, so



           17     appreciate your question, Council Pamplin.



           18          Ms. Belkina or Hafkemeyer, or --



           19                        MS. BELKINA:  Yes.



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- Thompson.



           21                        MS. BELKINA:  We have two more on it



           22     here.  It will be on circle for Klickitat County for



           23     next week -- next month.  And the -- there isn't any



           24     answer for Clark County.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  So Klickitat County
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            1     is coming and likely with us by next month.  And then



            2     still pending on Clark County.  Is that correct?



            3          And as far as we know, that is -- that would then



            4     round out the known Council at that point, or do we



            5     still have other jurisdictions that we're sorting



            6     through?  I know Port of Skamania, I believe, was one



            7     of those, by example.



            8                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  For the record,



            9     this is Ami Hafkemeyer.  We have had some additional



           10     conversations with some of the local governments, some



           11     cities.  And we are expecting some follow-up



           12     information in writing as to whether or not, you know,



           13     some of those local jurisdictions that may have a very



           14     small portion of the line or maybe don't agree that the



           15     project falls within their city limits.  We expect in



           16     the coming month to have some confirmation in writing



           17     as to whether or not they'll be appointing somebody to



           18     sit on the Council.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.



           20     Appreciate that.



           21                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Thank you.



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Pamplin, any



           23     follow-up you wish?



           24                        MR. PAMPLIN:  No.  That's helpful.



           25     Thank you, sir.
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yeah.  Thank you.  I



            2     would certainly just affirm, for the benefit of the



            3     public as well as a thanks to staff as well as local



            4     partners working through, if not the first, it's



            5     certainly been a long time, I think, since EFSEC's had



            6     this type of corridor project.  And sorting through



            7     what are the local representatives to that Council



            8     becomes a little more complex when you get into the



            9     particulars, both under the law as well as under the



           10     physicality of the property involved.



           11          So appreciate that and as well as people's



           12     patience, you know, as we sort through those important



           13     details, so...



           14                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Looks like Council



           15     Leckie has a hand up.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Leckie.



           17                        MR. LECKIE:  Yeah.  Yes.  Thank you,



           18     Chair.



           19          Was there a process for North Bonneville, the city



           20     of North Bonneville also to get a representative?  I



           21     thought I heard something about that, but I wasn't



           22     sure.  Thank you.



           23                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Yes, we have had



           24     additional conversation with North Bonneville about



           25     both their appointment of a Council member as well as
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            1     coordination with their planning department.  So that



            2     is some of the information that we've identified as



            3     forthcoming.



            4                        MR. LECKIE:  Thank you.



            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the



            6     question.



            7          Okay.  I think we then -- looks like we're ready



            8     to move on to our transmission programmatic EIS.  And



            9     Sean Greene will be providing that update.



           10          I do want to call out and thank both Ecology and



           11     EFSEC staff, and Sean in particular, for an integrated,



           12     I guess it was hypothetical project scenarios were one



           13     part of the exercise recently done.  From what I could



           14     see, a good turnout from local county representatives



           15     and other staff that I'm sure Sean will expand on a



           16     little bit.



           17          But I listened in to that, albeit while I was in



           18     the car heading to Nespelem, so I may have missed a few



           19     things.  But I just thought it was very well done and



           20     appreciated just all the effort it took to bring that



           21     forward.



           22          So, with that, Mr. Greene.



           23                        MR. GREENE:  Thank you.



           24          Good afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council members.



           25     This is Sean Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC.
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            1          During the last Council meeting, I provided a



            2     walk-through of the e-programmatic digital interface



            3     that we have developed for EFSEC's transmission



            4     programmatic EIS.  I can share today that the



            5     e-programmatic and its associated route analysis tool



            6     are now live and available for public use.



            7          To access the e-programmatic directly, users can



            8     go to the EFSEC website at EFSEC.wa.gov and either



            9     navigate to the programmatic EIS landing page under the



           10     "About EFSEC" and "Studies and Reports" drop-downs on



           11     the top right of the screen, or just type the word



           12     "programmatic" into the search bar.  The programmatic



           13     EIS landing page on the EFSEC site includes a direct



           14     link to the e-programmatic.



           15          Additionally, EFSEC has completed the first in a



           16     series of at least three joint workshops with the



           17     Washington Department of Ecology in which we are



           18     sharing our programmatic EISs with planning staff from



           19     several different counties.



           20          Our first virtual workshop was held on February



           21     25th.  It included an introduction on what programmatic



           22     EISs are and how they are structured and how -- and can



           23     be used to assist project-specific SEPA review us.



           24          We then worked with attendees on a case study of



           25     how our programmatic EISs would be applied to a
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            1     hypothetical project submitted for review.  The



            2     workshop was fairly well attended, and we received a



            3     lot of positive feedback from the County staff that



            4     participated.



            5          We will be holding an in-person workshop in Grant



            6     County next week on March 25th and a second virtual



            7     workshop on April 2nd.



            8          Are there any questions?



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           10          None for today it looks like.  You were due for an



           11     easier go after last time's in-depth discussion, which,



           12     again, was welcome and important.



           13          I would note for the benefit of those



           14     participating today in the meeting that the



           15     programmatic link is also in the agenda, so you can go



           16     straight to it if you have the agenda up.  Just FYI.



           17                        MS. DEAN:  If I may, Chair.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.



           19                        MS. DEAN:  One question.  Has tribal



           20     consultation taken place yet?  Or what is the plan for



           21     that?



           22                        MR. GREENE:  For the programmatic



           23     EIS?



           24                        MS. DEAN:  Yes.



           25                        MR. GREENE:  So we had discussions
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            1     with multiple tribes when the programmatic EIS was



            2     being developed.  Some of them discussed the potential



            3     for requesting consultation and further discussions.



            4     Their concerns were -- they thought their concerns were



            5     better addressed through a formal letter and response



            6     from EFSEC when the programmatic EIS was being drafted.



            7     So to my knowledge, at the moment, there's no plans for



            8     formal consultation on the programmatic EIS, although



            9     we are always open to having those consultations with



           10     tribes if they are interested.



           11                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you.



           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And certainly



           13     they've been included in the outreach efforts --



           14                        MR. GREENE:  Yes.



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- more recently in



           16     addition to the development -- I don't know if they



           17     would have called it consultation.  That was a little



           18     before my time probably.  But certainly it's been



           19     robust or certainly present throughout.



           20                        MS. DEAN:  Mm-hmm.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Knowing some of



           22     those expectations are evolving as far as what's --



           23     what's a best practice, you know, this year, in more



           24     recent -- more recent years, so...



           25          It also pains me, having remembered a moment
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            1     ago -- it's a good segue from your question -- and it



            2     pains me to go backwards, but let me go back to Cascade



            3     renewable transmission project for just one moment.



            4          I had -- in last month's meeting -- and you'll



            5     find this in the minutes -- was noting as chair who's



            6     under the current statute designated as the lead for



            7     consultation on behalf of the Council, that I was



            8     intending in recommending that we request consultation



            9     on the Cascade renewable transmission project.



           10          And so letters are basically prepared and soon to



           11     go out requesting that as well as kind of, you know,



           12     some broader ongoing engagement with the agency on some



           13     of our broader initiatives beyond just CRT.  So just



           14     wanted to call that out in case there were any comments



           15     from Council members about that intent.  I believe the



           16     record shows there's generally affirmation to go do so,



           17     which is more of a informal discussion than some action



           18     by the Council.



           19          But I did want to highlight that for both the



           20     public and for Council members today, that that -- that



           21     intent is being acted upon.  But since the letters



           22     haven't gone out, now is your chance to add a word if



           23     you wish.



           24          So, again, sorry to roll us backwards in the



           25     agenda.  I just skipped over my note I had already
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            1     written to bring that up.



            2          So any comments on that?



            3          Council Pamplin.



            4                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah.  Thanks.



            5     Thanks, Mr. Chair.



            6          And so this would be for the tribal coordination



            7     or consultation on CRT.  I believe during the meeting



            8     last month, there was, I think, like, three tribes



            9     noted, or maybe four, with -- there was three treaty



           10     tribes and as well as the Cowlitz Tribe.  I just wanted



           11     to make sure that -- and also I think the Columbia



           12     River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission.



           13          And so I just wanted to make sure that on the



           14     radar, that we had added Nez Perce, because they're



           15     also a treaty tribe that has treaty fishing rights



           16     within that portion of the Columbia main stem.  And so



           17     just kind of by count, I would -- I would recommend, at



           18     minimum, consulting with Yakama Nation, Warm Springs,



           19     Nez Perce, Umatilla, CRITFC, which is the consortium of



           20     those four treaty tribes.  And then I also had heard



           21     that Cowlitz Indian Tribe was interested.  Thank you.



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes would be the



           23     quick answer on that intent.  If anything, it's



           24     probably at the moment a little more Oregon-oriented.



           25     Not that that, I suppose, matters in the grander
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            1     scheme, but it would be inclusive of the Washington



            2     tribes as well.



            3          I would also note, having learned this recently --



            4     well, actually two things.



            5          So first thing I learned a while back -- and this



            6     is standard practice for EFSEC -- that when EFSEC has a



            7     project or goes out, I believe we notify all the



            8     tribes --



            9                        MS. McLEAN:  Mm-hmm.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- of Washington and



           11     those relevant from Oregon, just as general notice,



           12     whether it's likely to be very much, you know, a



           13     project in their -- in their usual and accustomed area



           14     or something they're more focused on.  But that is the



           15     standard practice.



           16          And while that may seem a little broad to some on



           17     the face of it, the second thing that I learned more



           18     recently was, by example, the Makah Nation certainly



           19     weighs in on any number of species issues that pertain



           20     to those coming out of the Columbia, amongst other



           21     examples.



           22          So whether or not Makah chooses to consult on



           23     Cascade Renewable Transmission Project, I don't know.



           24     They've been notified in earlier times when the broad



           25     distribution first started.  But nonetheless, you know,
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            1     just some of the nature of it's sometimes hard to tell



            2     where you draw the circle on who all should be



            3     involved.



            4          So EFSEC tries to be pretty expansive in its



            5     conclusion when we get started, knowing that's probably



            6     a little broad, but we narrow in from there.  So hope



            7     that helps put a little further specifics on how we do



            8     our work around here.



            9                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yes.  And thanks.



           10     Thanks, Mr. Chair.  Really appreciate that addition as



           11     well as completely endorse that as the approach of just



           12     being inclusive and then allowing the -- the tribes



           13     that are, you know, notified they can self-select how



           14     much engagement that they provide.  So thank you.



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yep.



           16          And I should clarify too, Cowlitz, the Cowlitz



           17     Tribe have requested consultation.  And in this case,



           18     on behalf of the Council, we're sending these letters



           19     out asking for consultation of the others and hope to



           20     certainly, you know, have that engagement, much as some



           21     have weighed in in the record -- CRITFC, as I recall



           22     it -- as we, the Council, you know, proceeds in its



           23     objective review of this over time.



           24          So thanks for letting me unpack that a little



           25     further.
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            1          And unless I see any other hands up, I will move



            2     us back.  And now on to Horse Heaven.



            3                        MS. MOON:  Good afternoon --



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Amy Moon will



            5     provide the update.  Thank you.



            6                        MS. MOON:  Oh.  Thank you.



            7          Good afternoon, Council Chair Beckett and EFSEC



            8     Council members.  This is Amy Moon providing an update



            9     on Horse Heaven.



           10          In February, I reported that EFSEC received



           11     facilitator reports with preconstruction survey plans



           12     for several wildlife species, including a combined



           13     report for the striped whipsnake and sagebrush lizard,



           14     burrowing owl, prairie falcon, the black-tail



           15     jackrabbit, the white-tail jackrabbit, and the



           16     Townsend's ground squirrel.  We also received the



           17     Wild-10 preconstruction bat monitoring plan and the



           18     Species-12 Townsend's ground squirrel mitigation and



           19     management plan.  Those were all facilitator reports.



           20          I wanted to let the Council know that these



           21     documents have since been reviewed by EFSEC staff and



           22     approved by the acting EFSEC executive director.



           23          Staff continue to work with the certificate holder



           24     to review plans, including the Land & Shoreline Use, or



           25     LSU, Dryland Farming Management Plan as required by
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            1     Mitigation Measure LSU-2 and the Livestock Management



            2     Plan required under Mitigation Measures LSU-1 and



            3     LSU-3, which were recently received from the



            4     certificate holder.



            5          The plans were developed as a framework for



            6     coordination with landowners and tenant farmers during



            7     project construction, operation, and decommissioning,



            8     with the objective to establish clear communication



            9     expectations, practical notice periods, and fieldwork



           10     protocols that reflect local practices.



           11          EFSEC staff are also evaluating a recent request



           12     to remove three trees consistent with Mitigation Veg-1,



           13     tree avoidance.  This mitigation measure states that



           14     construction shall avoid removing or disturbing trees



           15     within the project lease boundary but also allows for



           16     the certificate holder to remove trees with EFSEC



           17     pre-approval where tree disturbance cannot be avoided



           18     by the project.



           19          The certificate holder reports that the three



           20     black walnut trees located at the intersection of



           21     Beightol Road -- and if I mispronounce that for locals,



           22     correct me at some point -- at the intersection of



           23     Beightol Road and County Well Road need to be removed



           24     to support siting and construction of a substation and



           25     point of interconnect, as the siting of the substation
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            1     elsewhere cannot feasibly be done within the existing



            2     approved micro-siting corridor.



            3          Two of these trees are in poor condition, and one



            4     was confirmed dead last year in 2025.  Mitigation for



            5     removal of the three trees would be replacement in kind



            6     with three native species that will have a higher



            7     probability of survival.  Details of the tree



            8     replacement will be included in the revised Wildlife



            9     and Habitat Mitigation Plan prior to the start of



           10     construction.



           11          After receiving EFSEC approval of their Pronghorn



           12     GPS Collaring Protocol and the Pronghorn Capture &



           13     Handling Procedures, the certificate holder conducted



           14     two pronghorn collaring events on February 27th and



           15     March 13th.  A total of 17 pronghorn have been collared



           16     and are being tracked by GPS, including 14 females and



           17     three males.



           18          Does the Council have any questions?



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,



           20     comments or questions?



           21          I see none.



           22          So we will say thank you on that update and move



           23     on to Hop Hill, which John Barnes will provide.



           24                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair



           25     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,
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            1     EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.



            2          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in



            3     the submission of additional application materials for



            4     the Hop Hill project.  Staff are also working with the



            5     applicant and the Department of Ecology to schedule an



            6     April site visit to conduct verification of the



            7     wetlands and waters delineation reports for this



            8     project.  This verification is required to support SEPA



            9     determination for the project.



           10          Are there any questions?



           11                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           12          Seeing none.



           13          We will move on to Wallula Gap.



           14                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair



           15     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,



           16     EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.



           17          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant



           18     OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource



           19     Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,



           20     traditional cultural properties, study and report



           21     conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.



           22          Staff have received the Department of Ecology



           23     final wetlands and waters report for this application.



           24     Staff will be working with the applicant to determine



           25     if project modifications are needed based on the
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            1     information contained in this report.  As a reminder,



            2     identification of potential project impacts and



            3     mitigations that can be resolved as part of the EFSEC



            4     SEPA determination process.



            5          Are there any questions?



            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members,



            7     comments, questions?



            8          Seeing none.



            9          We will move on to Goldeneye, and Joanne Snarski



           10     will provide the update.



           11                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you.



           12          Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the siting



           13     specialist for the proposed Goldeneye battery energy



           14     storage facility proposed in Skagit County.



           15          Staff are continuing to assess the potential



           16     impacts from the proposed project as required by the



           17     State Environmental Policy Act.  We are working



           18     internally and with our supporting agency partners to



           19     evaluate potential impacts to determine if there will



           20     be any additional data needs to support our evaluation.



           21          Also, staff recently received a letter from the



           22     Upper Skagit Tribe identifying their ongoing concerns



           23     with the project location.  We are evaluating best



           24     options for following up with them.



           25          May I answer any questions?
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, questions



            2     or comments for staff?



            3          Okay.  Seeing none.



            4          I did want to note, as I think staff probably have



            5     captured, but, Council Krupin, I've seen your note here



            6     about asking for details on the Hop Hill site visit



            7     afterwards.  So just capturing that for the record,



            8     Council Krupin.



            9          And with that, we will move on to our other agency



           10     updates, starting with Dave Walker.



           11                        MR. WALKER:  Yeah.  Thank you, Chair



           12     Beckett.  For the record, Dave Walker, interim director



           13     with EFSEC.



           14          I first wanted to start with a new-employee



           15     update.  I wanted to introduce Gina Young.  She started



           16     with us at the beginning of this month.  Gina is part



           17     of our contracts and fiscal office and is a fantastic



           18     addition, and we very much appreciate her being aboard.



           19     She comes to us from Department of Health, and prior



           20     that -- prior to that, Employment Security.  She'd been



           21     with the State for about four years now.  So welcome,



           22     Gina.



           23                        MS. YOUNG:  Thank you.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Welcome.



           25                        MR. WALKER:  Next, I wanted to just
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            1     give a quick budget update, now that the legislative



            2     session is over.  The budget bill is with the governor



            3     currently for review.  We do not have a signed budget



            4     bill as of yet.  Although what started to be -- started



            5     out to be what we anticipated a 15 percent reduction in



            6     our general funds, was greatly diminished as the



            7     legislative session made its way through to conclusion.



            8          With the numbers -- and it's really hard to say



            9     quite yet where they're going to land.  Obviously the



           10     governor still needs to review and sign it, so it's



           11     most likely premature for us to make any statements at



           12     this point.  Although we believe that the budget is in



           13     good shape for EFSEC moving into the second half of



           14     this fiscal year.  So once we have a signed budget,



           15     we'll certainly update the Council on any changes that



           16     have occurred on that.



           17          One thing I did want to bring forward was EFSEC's



           18     work on the Executive Order 25-11.  This is specific to



           19     projects going -- going on across the state -- and



           20     these are clean energy projects -- that EFSEC does have



           21     jurisdiction over seven of those projects that we're



           22     currently efforting with the acceleration team that was



           23     created by Executive Order 25-11.



           24          We have had a chance to go through and comb that



           25     list, and we have brought it down to three, possibly
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            1     four projects under EFSEC jurisdiction that will meet



            2     the requirements and elements of the tax incentives as



            3     put forth in the federal budget.



            4          We are going to continue to work those obviously



            5     with the acceleration team and internally to see if we



            6     can bring three or possibly all four of these projects



            7     to conclusion within the time frames, which is



            8     operational, I believe -- and correct me if I'm wrong



            9     on this one Ami -- they need to be operational by the



           10     end of December 2029.  Does that sound --



           11                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I believe that's



           12     correct.



           13                        MR. WALKER:  -- correct?  Okay.



           14          So that's all we really have to talk about on this



           15     particular subject at this time, but we'll certainly



           16     keep the Council informed as we are continuing to move



           17     forward on these acceleration efforts.



           18          And with that, that was all I had from my updates.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.



           20                        MR. WALKER:  I could hand it over to



           21     Lisa if she --



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Let's see if Council



           23     have questions or comments for you.  Appreciate the



           24     focus on the governor's executive order, of course.



           25     And as noted on Carriger, I guess, by myself earlier.
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            1          So, with that, Council members, questions or



            2     discussion you'd wish to have about any of Dave's



            3     updates?



            4          None for now.



            5                        MR. WALKER:  Okay.



            6                        MR. RYBARIK:  Thanks for the update.



            7     Welcome.  Welcome, new folks.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And with that, we



            9     will move on to our legislative update and then



           10     followed by the rulemaking update.  That, again, is



           11     rulemaking on preapplication, adjudication, and site



           12     restoration overall.  We may focus on less than all



           13     those three today, but I'll turn it to Lisa.



           14                        MS. McLEAN:  Thank you, Chair



           15     Beckett, Council members.  For the record, my name is



           16     Lisa McLean, the legislative and policy manager and



           17     tribal liaison for EFSEC.



           18          Legislative and policies on the agenda for today.



           19     Legislative update.  We all know that the -- their sine



           20     die was on Thursday.  And our major -- the major piece



           21     of legislation that we were tracking and trying to work



           22     with the sponsors on was SHB 2496 concerning tribal



           23     consultation conducted by EFSEC.  That was sponsored by



           24     Senator Sharon Shewmake and Representative Chris



           25     Stearns.  That passed.
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            1          The legislature and now is waiting -- awaiting the



            2     governor's signature.  It was not agency-request



            3     legislation, per se, but something that we were working



            4     actively with Yakama, the Association of Washington



            5     Businesses, and elected staff members and the



            6     governor's office on.



            7          To go into details about what that bill is going



            8     to allow, it's going to allow the full Council to meet



            9     with a tribal council at their request as part of the



           10     government-to-government consultation process.  Should



           11     the number of Council members constitute a quorum, it



           12     will not constitute a meeting under the Open Public



           13     Meetings Act provided that there is no deliberation



           14     between members of the EFSEC Council and there are no



           15     assurances or commitments made by members of the EFSEC



           16     Council at the meeting.



           17          The goal of the consultation is to hear from the



           18     tribes, to enable them to provide us information



           19     regarding tribal resources and rights that might be



           20     affected by the project, and also as a way for them to



           21     give us their proposals for minimizing, avoiding, or



           22     mitigating any adverse effects.



           23          Also our statute already required us to provide a



           24     summary of the G2G consultation process to the



           25     governor.  Now, as per the amendments that have been
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            1     made, any report summarizing that G2G consultation



            2     process should be given in advance to the tribe, who



            3     should be given 30 days to request any corrections or



            4     provide a summary of its own.



            5          This is important -- this bill is important



            6     because of the fact that some of the tribes want to



            7     meet with all the decision-makers, not just the chair,



            8     as it was before.  And so that's important to them.



            9     And they also want to be able to see whether -- how we



           10     are characterizing to the governor the consultation



           11     process.



           12          The business community has some concerns.  We work



           13     with Association of Business -- Association of



           14     Washington Businesses.  They were worried about



           15     discussions that are out of the public eye that might



           16     exclude them from the discussion and worried that maybe



           17     some mitigation measures would be agreed to behind



           18     closed doors.  And they also were concerned about the



           19     ability of the tribe to submit their own summary of the



           20     consultation process.



           21          We worked closely with AWB.  They were not pro,



           22     but they were neutral.  And we did -- there's nuanced



           23     language in the amendments that were approved that seek



           24     to address some of those concerns.



           25          We welcome -- overall, we welcome the change to
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            1     our statute and hope that it serves as an important



            2     step in keeping our ability to learn and engage in



            3     meaningful dialogue with our tribal partners as we



            4     pursue the agency's responsibilities.



            5          So that's my legislative update.  If there are any



            6     questions about that.  Or anything.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Turn this to the



            8     Council, see if there were any comments or questions on



            9     the legislative item.



           10          I would just quickly say thank you.  I would also



           11     highlight and celebrate our staff's work with the



           12     Yakama Nation staff as well as that with the



           13     Association of Washington Business and appreciate that



           14     organization trying to work, you know, through to a



           15     solution, knowing they had concerns, which seems to be



           16     not quite done yet in terms of the governor's



           17     consideration and signature, but well on its way, and



           18     appreciate our legislative leaders you mentioned who



           19     were a part of that.



           20          I will just note, should that be signed into law,



           21     today I feel at times sometimes, you know, we're not



           22     always ensuring we're hearing one another, especially



           23     in some of the conversations and within our



           24     consultation.  And where that can be a more fulsome



           25     hearing of one another's needs and impacts or concerns,
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            1     like on the Cascade renewable transmission project, at



            2     the beginning, rather than when it's currently allowed,



            3     far later in adjudication, in a more, you know, legal



            4     and appropriate setting, knowing some projects need



            5     adjudication, that's one of the hopefully benefits that



            6     ultimately won't change the public's full review and



            7     input ultimately as the Council does its work and



            8     eventually reaches, you know, conclusion on any



            9     project.



           10          So I think that's part of the experiment here



           11     that's underway, but I think well -- coming from a good



           12     place.  So, with that added context, thanks, Council,



           13     for allowing me to expand on that.



           14          And so, Council Nelson, please.



           15                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair



           16     Beckett.  You know, this -- this thought might not be



           17     fully cooked, but I just want to express it because



           18     we're having this -- this discussion with Department of



           19     Ecology.



           20          So if this is signed into law, if -- if a tribe,



           21     tribal government, requests a G2G with an agency -- and



           22     in the G2Gs I've been into, there's often been, like, a



           23     full agenda, multiple topics, you know.  But even if a



           24     site's being permitted through EFSEC, you know, they



           25     can still talk to an agency about concerns.
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            1          So I was just wondering as a Council member what



            2     are, under the judicial ethics laws that we're -- you



            3     know, that we have to have a hold to, what if any our



            4     role could then be in those G2Gs within our agencies,



            5     you know, if a site that was going through EFSEC was on



            6     the agenda.



            7          So that's something that I plan to seek guidance



            8     on.  Just wanted to throw that out there.



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  So let me try to



           10     make sure I heard you:  That if you're involved in a



           11     consultation within Ecology, if Ecology is consulting?



           12                        MR. NELSON:  Yes.  So previously,



           13     you know, it just would have been the EFSEC chair



           14     participating in a G2G with the tribe.  And now if



           15     there's Council members present and then we also are



           16     called into, you know, a separate G2G at our agency



           17     regarding -- you know, and if they're an energy



           18     facility that is going to go through EFSEC or isn't in



           19     the process through EFSEC is on that agenda, if we



           20     should recuse ourselves, you know, or if we -- if that



           21     would have any impact on -- on those standards we need



           22     to uphold about not talking about specific projects



           23     outside of this process.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Sure.  Well, we may



           25     need to follow up with you to just get a little further
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            1     detail and clarity to make sure we're answering the



            2     question fully and correctly.



            3          Generally the operating condition is that the



            4     Council only does work as the Council.  And, hence, if



            5     you're, you know, exposed on a EFSEC project within



            6     other agency work, that's where you would need to not



            7     be present, per se, is the, I think, simple answer.



            8     But we may need to dig in a little offline, which we're



            9     happy to do with Counsel Thompson as well.



           10                        MR. NELSON:  I was going to say,



           11     thank you, Chair Beckett.  Due to my personal liability



           12     in the matter, that is the stance I am currently



           13     taking.  But it is an open discussion, so I just want



           14     to make sure I get it right.



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.



           16     Well, the conditions do evolve with each -- with each



           17     item, so there's not always common answers across --



           18     across that same question.  So appreciate your



           19     diligence in raising it.



           20          Any other hands?



           21          With that, then we will move to rulemaking.



           22                        MS. McLEAN:  Moving to rulemaking.



           23     As you will recall, we filed a preproposal statement of



           24     inquiry in November for amending three chapters:



           25     Chapters related to adjudicative proceedings, related
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            1     to application process, and related to site restoration



            2     and preservation.



            3          The adjudicative proceeding and site restoration



            4     and preservation is an attempt to update the language



            5     to the current practice that we use.  And the



            6     application process is about adding detail about the



            7     preapplication process into the rules.



            8          So we had hoped to have draft amendments to you in



            9     February for Council review, but unfortunately, due to



           10     legislative session, onboarding of our new rules and



           11     policy coordinator, and other things, we have somewhat



           12     slowed in this process.



           13          However, in the last couple weeks, we've made a



           14     lot, a lot of progress.  And we believe that we are on



           15     the verge of sharing the draft amended language with



           16     our legal counsels for review.  And depending upon



           17     their availability, given their other responsibilities



           18     towards the Council, we see a realistic schedule could



           19     maybe be that we present to you the language for



           20     approval in April 15th and come back to you for final



           21     approval on July 15th with the new rules taking effect



           22     on August 15th, or alternatively, we may have to -- we



           23     may not be ready till May 20th, whereupon you would be



           24     approving in May 20th the language to go in front of



           25     the people for a hearing, and then the Council would
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            1     approve the final version on August 19th, and it would



            2     take effect on September 14th.



            3          Having said all of that, as all of you are members



            4     of your own agencies and probably have participated in



            5     rules, this all assumes that we file language, we have



            6     a hearing, and we don't make any huge, substantive



            7     amendments that require us to refile the language and



            8     have another hearing.



            9          So if it's all smooth, then we might have rules by



           10     September at the latest.  But, you know, we never can



           11     say.  So stay tuned.  We are working on it.  Hopefully



           12     we'll have something for you soon.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



           14     update.



           15                        MS. McLEAN:  Yeah.



           16                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, let me



           17     turn -- I have a comment, but let me turn to my fellow



           18     Council members first for any questions or comments



           19     they may wish.



           20          I would just -- I guess, thanks.  Then I would



           21     add, as the person who's always pushing to move with



           22     time-certain outcomes and with -- I wouldn't say always



           23     with speed, but again, with, you know, more certainty



           24     around our path, I also appreciate that quickly we'll



           25     be at year end if we don't keep moving here.
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            1          But at the same juncture, I do think, given the



            2     topics and just kind of the general path ahead for



            3     EFSEC, whatever clarifications, improvements, changes



            4     we're making, we need to do our best work and get it,



            5     you know, as constructively clear as we can.  And if



            6     that takes a little more time to do that, ultimately I



            7     think, you know, we can do a little bit of both there



            8     as you bring that schedule forward.  So we'll look



            9     forward to more evolutions as you've already updated,



           10     so soon.



           11          With that, that concludes our main agenda.  If



           12     there are closing comments or any questions, et cetera,



           13     from Council members, let me call for that, or soon we



           14     will be -- we will be finished.



           15                        MR. RYBARIK:  Very quickly, Chair



           16     Beckett, want to go back to the beginning of our agenda



           17     and just welcome Kate Dean to the Council.  Welcome



           18     aboard.  Sorry I couldn't be there with you in person



           19     today at the -- at the UTC/EFSEC building but will meet



           20     you soon and looking forward to working with you.



           21                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Council



           22     Rybarik.  I'm sorry to say that you're all missing "Pie



           23     Day" here.  And there's quite a selection of pie, just



           24     to rub it in.



           25                        MR. RYBARIK:  Maybe we'll have to
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            1     have Pizza Pie Day for a future meeting.  But very



            2     good.  Thank you.



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Both were



            4     represented, just so you know.



            5                        MR. RYBARIK:  Ah.  All right.  Very



            6     good.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.  Well,



            8     thank you, all, and especially our Council members, for



            9     your time and participation, engagement today.  And



           10     with that, at 2:22, we are adjourned.



           11                               (Meeting adjourned at



           12                                2:22 p.m.)
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