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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat on Wdnesday,
April 15, 2026, at 621 Wodl and Square Loop Sout heast,
Lacey, Washington at 1:30 p.m, the follow ng nonthly
neeting of the Washington State Energy Facility Site

Eval uati on Council was held, to wit:

* % * % *

CHAI R BECKETT: Good afternoon. This
Is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site
Eval uati on Council, calling to order our April 15, 2026,
mont hly neeting to order. Ms. Grantham if you could
call roll?

M5. GRANTHAM Certainly, Chair.
Depart nent of Commerce?

M5. OSBORNE: Present. Apologies. MW
camera is not working, so | amgoing to be off today.

M5. GRANTHAM No worries. Departnment
of Ecol ogy?

MR. NELSON: Bl ake Nel son, present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Departnent of Fish and
Widlife?
PAMPLIN.  Nate Panplin, present.
GRANTHAM  Depart nent of Natural

5 2

Resour ces?

MS. DEAN. Kate Dean, present.
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M5. GRANTHAM Utilities &

Transportation Comm ssion?

MR. RYBARI K. Brian Rybarik, present.
M5. GRANTHAM  For gover nnent and

optional state agencies, for the Hop H |l

Bent on County, Paul Krupin?

Proj ect for

For the Wallula Gap Project for Benton County, Adam

Fyal | ?

MR, FYALL: Hello. AdamFyall is

her e.

M5. GRANTHAM  For Col deneye BESS,

Skagit County, Robby Eckroth?

MR. ECKROTH: Robby Eckroth, present.
MS. GRANTHAM  For Cascade Renewabl e

Transm ssion Project for Skamania County,

MR LECKIE: Asa Leckie

Asa Lecki e?

her e.

M5. GRANTHAM City of Stevenson, Jeff

Br eckel ?

MR, BRECKEL: Jeff Breckel is present.
M5. GRANTHAM City of North
Bonnevill e, Harold Cook? 1s Council Menber Cook present?

| recall seeing himonline. | will nove on.

For Klickitat County, Jan Sokol ?
Movi ng onto Assistant Attorney Ceneral
MR THOMPSON: Present.

Jon Thonpson
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M5. GRANTHAM  Zack Packer?

MR, PACKER  Present.

M5. GRANTHAM And Talia Thuet?
For Council staff, Am Hafkeneyer?

M5. HAFKEMEYER  Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Sara Randol ph?

MS. RANDOLPH: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Sean G eene?

MR, GREENE: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Joanne Snar ski ?

MS. SNARSKI : Present.

M5. GRANTHAM Lisa McLean?

M5. MCLEAN: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Trevin Tayl or?

MR TAYLOR  Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Nabila Gones?

M5. GOVES: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  And Keith Quinata?

MR, QUI NATA: Present.

M5. GRANTHAM  Operational updates for

Cstrea Sol ar, Jon Voltz?
MR VOLTZ: Present.
M5. GRANTHAM And is there anyone
present for the Council for the Environnent?
MR, KOROL: Yuriy Korol and Sara
253.627.6401 B:AL.T.GAT.ON S schedule@balitigation.com
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Reynevel d.

M5. GRANTHAM  Thank you. Chair,
there's a quorumfor all council.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you very nuch.
Counci | nenbers, we have an agenda before us. | would
entertain a notion to adopt the proposed agenda.

UNI DENTI FIED VO CE: M. Chair, | nove
to approve the agenda for today.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. |Is there a
second?

UNI DENTIFIED VOCE: | will second.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Counci l
menbers, | don't know of any changes to the agenda. Are
there any fromyou? Hearing none, all in favor of

approvi ng the agenda as proposed, please say aye.
MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: Aye.
CHAI R BECKETT: Opposed? Ckay.

Motion carries. The agenda is adopted.

And noving onto our mnutes fromour March 18th
nmont hly update, and while | would entertain a notion in
just a nmonent, | need to get to ny screen. On Page 31, |

had one mnor item!| was just going to flag for our

clerk, which is on Page 31, Line 19, | am sorry,

being inclusive -- where did it -- sorry, folks.

paper copy didn't come with ne. There was an item where

Li ne 12,
My

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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we were trying to be inclusive, and it was a different
word. Well, at the end of the day, it's a mnor thing.
| guess let's just nove on.

Wth that, if there's a notion to adopt the m nutes,
| would entertain that notion.

UNI DENTI FIED VO CE: M. Chair, | nove
to approve the nonthly mnutes from March 18, 2026.

CHAI R BECKETT: |Is there a second?

UNI DENTI FI ED VO CE: Second.

CHAI R BECKETT: Appreciate that. All
in favor of adopting the mnutes as submtted, please say
aye.

MULTI PLE VO CES: Aye.

CHAI R BECKETT: Qpposed? Abstentions?
Ckay. Mnutes are adopted from March 18t h.

And novi ng onto our project updates, we will begin
wth Gstrea Solar. M. Volts?

MR. VOLTZ: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, Council nenbers, and Staff. This is John Voltz
Wi th Cypress Creek Renewabl e representing the Ostrea
Solar Project. In the nonth of March, we continued
setting up the &M facility. The storage warehouse is
erected, the office trailers are on site. W are
currently working on getting all the utilities supplied

there. W did receive verbal communication, | guess,

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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e-mai | comuni cation, fromthe Bonneville Power

Adm ni stration that the utility testing had passed;
however, we were still pending to receive the comerci al
operation letter fromthe agency. W have since received
that, but have not begun generations. W are waiting on
schedul i ng, but we wll have much nore to update next

nont h.

The remai ni ng conm ssi oning works for the aeri al
scanning, infrared, and capacity availability testing are
on hold until we are able to fully generate, and so we
are kind of stalled until we get that final go-ahead.

We do have sone outstanding BMPs that need to be
updated. W currently have personnel onsite to mtigate
all of those so that we can begin the process to request
the NOT and close out the SWPPP. But comng down to the
end of the road, |ooking very prom sing.

Those are all the updates | have O3 Solar in the
nmont h of Mar ch.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, M. Voltz.
Congratul ati ons on approaching a big m |l estone.

Wth that, we will nove on to Col unbia Sol ar.
bel i eve --

UNI DENTIFIED VOCE: M. Chair?
CHAI R BECKETT: Yes, na' anf
UNI DENTIFIED VO CE: | wanted to flag

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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that staff Sara Randol ph has an additional update for
Gstr ea.

CHAI R BECKETT: GCkay. Wth that, then
we wll stay wwth Ostrea Solar. And Sara Randol ph, if
you pl ease?

M5. RANDOLPH: Good afternoon, and
t hank you, Chair Beckett, Council nenbers, and Staff.

For the record, this is Sara Randol ph, Site
Speci alist for Ostrea.

The facility update is provided in your packet.

On March 20, 2026 staff received required docunents
prior to Qperations for review per the Site Certification
Agreenent or the SCA

Docunents received were: Stormnater Pol |l ution
Protection Plan (SWPPP), Spill Prevention, Control, and
Count erneasure Pl an, the Enmergency Plan, Site Security
Plan, Health and Safety Plan, Vegetation and Wed
Managenent Pl an, and Fire Control Pl an.

There were no non-routine updates to report.

CHAI R BECKETT: Ckay. Thank you.

MR RYBARI K: Sara, real quick. This
Is Brian Rybarik fromthe UTC. All of those reports were
expected, and this is normal course of business, and
we're just reporting that we received them or was there

a reason to separately report those?

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
O LITIGATION SERVICES




© 00 N o o B~ W N P

N D N D DNMNMNDN P P PP PR R R R
o A W N P O © 00 N O O b W N B+, O

EFSEC 2026 Monthly Meetings

Monthly Meeting - April, - April 15, 2026 Page 12

M5. RANDOLPH. These are required
docunents per the SCA, and they will have a 90-day review
peri od once they have been received.

MR. RYBARI K: So we considering
March 20th the received date?

M5. RANDOLPH:  Yes.

MR. RYBARIK: Cot it.

UNI DENTI FIED VO CE: If | could add,
Council|l Rybarik? Per policy 1601, staff are to notify
the council when plans have been received. So that if
the council wants to take up any approvals directly, you
have the opportunity to do so under the del egation of
authority.

MR. RYBARIK: Got it. Appreciate it.

CHAI R BECKETT: The context helps. |
appreciate that. Thank you, Council RybariKk.

| believe that concludes, then, Ostrea?
We woul d nove on to Colunbia Solar. Please proceed,
Ms. Randol ph.

M5. RANDOLPH: For the record, this is
Sara Randol ph, Site Specialist for Colunbia Solar. The
facility update is provided in your packet.

Staff was informed on February 24, 2026, after the
fact, that G eenbacker sold to Altus Power on Decenber

17, 2025. Under Washington Adm nistrative Code or WAC

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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463- 66- 100, which is Transfer of a Site Certification
Agreenment or SCA: In the event a site certification
agreenent is to be acquired via a nerger, |everaged
buy-out, or other change in corporate or partnership
owner shi p, the successor in interest nust file a fornmal
petition under the terns of this section to continue
operation or other activities at the certificated site.

Staff are working to schedul e an informational
meeting on the anendnent request.

W will be contacting Council nenbers for
availability to hold an informational hearing.

Details of the hearing will be notified to the public
once avail abl e.

Fol l om ng the informational neeting and revi ew of
comrents received, staff wll prepare docunents to support
the Council's action on the request, which wll be posted
for public cormment prior to Council vote on the request.

there are no non-routine updates to report.

CHAI R BECKETT: Any questions or
comments fromcouncil on the evolution of this project?
| guess | would add a brief coment, M. Randol ph, which
| think is standard procedure, but havi ng not
participated in a change of ownership before on a
project, certainly, in this maybe at tines nore

perception than reality, but as ownership transfers are

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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the conmtnments carried over the new owner, and | believe
that is endemc to the core of EFSEC s process. But |
know out in the real world at tinmes, transfers, you know,
sonetinmes commtnents are lost in those transfers. So |
woul d just try to enphasize that in sone of our
comruni cation and review.

So with that added comment, unless that sparks
others, we will nove on to the Carriger Solar Project.

M5. SNARSKI: Thank you, Chair Beckett
and Council nenbers. For the record, this is Joanne
Snarski, the Siting Specialist for the Carriger Solar
facility in Klickitat County.

The process of current judicial review of this
project wth the Confederated Tri bes and Bands of the
Yaki ma Nation is continuing and bei ng handl ed by our AAG
Assi stant Attorney CGeneral. However, EFSEC staff are
continuing to discuss Carriger's timng for submtting
the construction plans required by the Site Certification
Agreenent. W anticipate a few draft plans in the com ng
weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.

That's all | have. WMy | answer any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Council| nenbers?

Seei ng none, thank you, Ms. Snarski.
W will nove on to Cascade Renewabl e Transm ssi on

Project. And Trevin Taylor will be providing our update

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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t oday.

Let nme just note, as always, thank you to our | ocal
representatives, Council Leckie and Breckel. | believe
we have a couple of new nenbers who will be joining us
soon. But just wth acknowl edging that, let nme turn it
back to Trevin for the full update.

MR. TAYLOR  Thank you, Chair Beckett,
and Council nenbers. This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA
Speci al i st assigned to the Cascade Renewabl e Transm ssi on
Project. | amalso presenting on behalf of Project
Siting Specialist, Maria Bel kina.

Fol |l ow ng i ssuance of the initial data request,
EFSEC i s continuing coordination with the applicant
regardi ng responses and clarification of the process for
subm tting additional information.

Preparation for the SEPA process is ongoing. On
April 7, staff notified the applicant of an antici pated
determ nation of significance pursuant to RCW
80.50.090(3)(a). This norning, April 15, staff received
a response fromthe applicant to proceed with our review
EFSEC has finalized the scoping nenorandum It is
anticipated to open the SEPA register as of May 1, 2026,
for 30 days. Details of the Scoping period and
associ ated comment hearing periods will be notified to

the public and nmade avail able on EFSEC s proj ect website.

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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EFSEC conti nues coordination wwth state and federal
agencies. The Departnent of Ecol ogy has indicated that
comrents are forthcom ng, and ongoi ng coordi nation is
occurring with the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers and
Oregon State agencies to support alignnent of SEPA and
NEPA processes.

Tribal outreach is al so ongoing. Consultation
request letters have been distributed, and EFSEC i s
tracki ng responses and schedul i ng
gover nment -t o- gover nment consul t ati ons.

We have continued to receive appointnent letters for
Counci | nmenbers representing the [ ocal jurisdictions.
Represent ati ves have been appoi nted for Skamani a and
Klickitat Counties, and the cities of Stevenson, Canas,
and North Bonneville. Responses are still pending for
Clark County and the Gty of Bingen. The Port of
Skamani a has declined to appoint a nonvoting council
menber .

Lastly, staff are coordinating with the Col unbi a
Gorge Comm ssion and the Skamani a County Pl anni ng
Departnent for the review and inplenentation of codes and
requi renents for the National Scenic Area.

| woul d be happy to answer any questions.

CHAI R BECKETT: Good update. Counci l

nmenbers, coments or questions?

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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MR, SOKOL: M. Chairman, | apol ogize.
| guess ny mc was nuted. This is Jan Sokol,
representing Klickitat County on the CRT project.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you, Counci |
Sokol . Appreciate you being here today, as well as being
sure to -- we wll have you marked down as attendi ng.
Thank you for that.

MR SOKOL: Yeah.

CHAI R BECKETT: Seei ng no ot her hands
raised, we will nove on to the Horse Heaven Project.
Sean Green will provide an update.

MR, GREEN. Thank you. Good
afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council nenbers.

MR. RYBARI K: Chair Beckett, real
qui ck, Asa Leckie did raise their hand at the end there
If we want to do the CRT.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you.

MR. LECKIE: Thank you. | amsorry.
It was a little bit of a delayed reaction. Yeah. One of
the questions | amgetting fromlocals is if this
renewabl e project gets through, is this going to be the
only line, or does this permtting process open the
gateway for multiple lines to go down the Colunbia R ver?
Thank you.

CHAI R BECKETT: Let nme | ook to staff

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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to make sure the answer is accurate,

M5. HAFKEMEYER: This is Am
Haf kemeyer. This application and reviewis only for this
project. Any other interested parties |ooking to devel op
ot her projects, or other lines, or other infrastructure,
woul d have to apply and be reviewed accordingly. The
reviewin front of us is only for this proposal.

MR LECKIE: Got it. Thank you. The
concern is that if this is approved, does this make it
easi er for subsequent projects of a simlar nature to
pass review? Thank you.

M5. HAFKEMEYER: | nean, only -- |
don't think I can speak to future projects w thout having
an application in front of us. To ny know edge, there's
not hing el se proposed in the area. | have not heard of
anything in pre-application or pre-devel opnent. So, to
nmy know edge, this is the only project under
consi der ati on.

MR. LECKIE: Ckay. Thank you.

CHAI R BECKETT: Appreciate the
guestion, Council Leckie.

Al right. Then we wll nove on to Horse Heaven.

MR, GREENE: Thank you. Again, this
Is Sean Greene, SEPA Specialist for EFSEC, reporting on
behal f Anmy Mbon.

253.627.6401 BA schedule @balitigation.com
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In March, staff reported that the Horse Heaven
Certificate Holder had submtted a Land & Shoreline Use
Dryl and Farm ng Managenent Plan and a Livestock
Managenent Plan, as well as a request to renove three
trees in conpliance with the Vegetation-1 Tree Avoi dance
mtigation neasure.

The two managenent plans and the tree renoval
request were approved by the EFSEC I nteri m Executive
Director, Dave Wal ker, in early April. As a note, the
tree renoval approval included a condition requiring
in-kind tree replacenent with native tree speci es.

Approval of the Habitat-1 WIdlife Mvenent Corridor
Mtigation Plan, the Species-13 Pronghorn Study Plan, and
t he acconpanyi ng Pronghorn Capture & Handling Procedures
were al so recently approved by InterimExecutive Director
val ker.

Staff will continue to work with the Certificate
Hol der to review mtigation plans as required under the
Site Certification Agreenent and wll keep the Council
informed as this work progresses.

Does the Council have any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Council| nenbers?
Seei ng none, thank you, Sean.
W will nove on to Hop Hill, and Trevin Taylor w |

be providing the report.
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MR. TAYLOR: Thank you, Chair Beckett
and council nenbers. This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA
Speci alist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff, for
the Hop H Il application.

Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in
t he subm ssion of additional application materials for
the Hop Hi |l project.

Staff have schedul ed an April site visit to conduct
verification of the wetlands and waters delineation
reports for this project. This visit will take place on
April 28th to verify wetlands and waters | ocated in the
transm ssion area. On April 29th, verification of
wet | ands and water will be conducted for the new proposed
expanded project areas.

EFSEC i s expected to receive this anendnent in the
com ng nonths. To best nanage agency resources, we wl|
be surveying both the transm ssion area and proposed
expanded project areas, while both the Departnent of
Ecol ogy and EFSEC staff are avail abl e and present.

Wet | and and water verification is required to support
a SEPA determ nation for this project.
Are there any Questions?
CHAI R BECKETT: Council nenbers?
Seeing none, we will nove on to Wallula Gap, and

M. Taylor will provide that update also.
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MR. TAYLOR This is Trevin Tayl or,
SEPA Specialist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff
for the Wallula Gap application.

Staff are continuing to work with Energy One, the
applicant, and the Yakinma Nation Cultural Resource
program staff regarding inpacts identified in the
Traditional Cultural Properties, TCPs, the report
conducted by the Yakima Nation for this application.

Staff are working with the applicant and the
Department of Ecol ogy to determ ne if project
nodi fi cati ons are needed based on information contained
in the Departnent of Ecology's final wetlands and waters
report.

| dentification of potential project inpacts and
possible mtigations is part of the EFSEC SEPA
determ nati on process.

In closing, we are basically working on mtigation
for those two ongoing issues.

Are there any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you for the
update. Council nenbers? ay. Seeing none, we wll
nmove on to the Gol deneye BESS Project, and Joanne Snar ski
wi |l provide an update.

M5. SNARSKI: Once again, Chair

Beckett. Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the Siting
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Speci alist for the proposed CGol deneye Battery Energy
Storage facility in Skagit County.

Staff are continuing to assess the potential inpacts
fromthe proposed project as required by the State
Envi ronmental Policy Act. Additionally, we have been
coordinating with representatives from both Departnent of
Archeol ogi cal and Historic Preservation and the
Governor s Ofice of Indian Affairs to receive fornmal
f eedback fromthe Upper Skagit Tribe on the Cul tural
Resources Survey for the proposed BESS project.

That's all | have. Are there any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Any questions council

menbers? OCkay. Thank you very nuch.

W will nove on to our various updates. And I
bel i eve Nabila Gones will be representing M. Wl ker, who
Is out today. Wth that, Nabila, let nme turn this to

you.

M5. GOVES: Thank you, Chair Beckett,
Council, Staff. | am speaking on behalf of Dave Wl ker,
he's not here, the InterimDbD rector. Am Hafkeneyer is
going to give the cost allocation. | think that's going
first, and then | will give an update on the new enpl oyee
and budget.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you.
M5. HAFKEMEYER: Thank you. Provi ded
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I n your packet is the non-direct cost allocation case for
fourth quarter fiscal year 2026. This covers the period
fromApril 1st through June 30, 2026. | wll not read
each item unless there's interest. But these are very
simlar. Not exactly the sanme fromthe [ast quarter. W
have made sone adjustnents for projected activity.

CHAI R BECKETT: Let nme get my mc on.
Appreciate that. Yeah, | think we have all had a chance
to review the docunent. | think having acknow edged t hat
briefly here in the public session. Let ne also note, we
had the cost allocation up first just to keep the screen
share a little sinpler for everyone's ease of use and any
subsequent discussion. | neant to explain that at the
t op.

Wth that, I wll turn this back to Ms. Gones.

M5. GOVES: Thank you.

MR. RYBARI K. Real quick, Chair
Beckett, before we go away fromthat. Wat was
referenced there was not many changes fromthe third
quarter. | just wanted for other council nenbers, is it
useful, is it helpful to showlike the prior quarter and
then this quarter's cost allocations, just so we can see
if there is a significant change? That that's a little
easier for us to visualize. | amwonder for other

counci| nenbers. Because in ny mnd, that is kind of the
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nore interesting piece of this, is if there's a change,
rat her than what the allocation is.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you for the
suggestion. And it sparks a couple of other probably
| arger questions about this part of our process, in ny
own mnd, so just speaking for nyself. And in this case,
| probably suggest that | do a little followup wth
staff on your suggestion, as well as a couple of ny
| arger thoughts in the background, if that's okay?

MR. RYBARI K: No, that sounds good.
Appreciate it.

CHAI R BECKETT: Appreciate it. All
right. We wll go back to Nabila Gones.

M5. GOVES: So, EFSEC staff, we are
pl eased to introduce Keith Quinata to EFSEC. He joins
EFSEC as our Deputy for Siting and Conpliance. W are
beyond thrilled to have himjoin the team obviously, for
a lot of reasons. But Keith has an extensive background
in environnental |aw and policy, and is intended to put
the expertise to work here at EFSEC. As he gets caught
up on EFSEC s current projects, he brings
forwar d-t hi nki ng approach to EFSEC with a focus on
conti nuous i nprovenent across our siting and conpliance
framework. So we are excited to have him W are

| ooking forward. He started the 1st of April in Am
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Haf kenmeyer's team So | will hand it over, Keith, if
there's sonmething you would Iike to say.

MR, QUI NATA: Sure. Good afternoon,
everyone. Thank you Chair Beckett, Council nenbers. For
the record, ny nane is Keith Quinata. And |like Nabila
said, really excited to be joining EFSEC. Since | have
joined, | have just seen the incredible wrk EFSEC has
been doing, and | amreally inpressed with our work
processes, and just wanted to contribute further to
executing our m ssion as an agency. So, yeah, thank you
for the opportunity.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you for
application and wel cone aboard. | know everyone is
excited to have you here. And, certainly, we know
Ms. Haf keneyer's group can use your added assistance in
ternms of just dealing with sone of the capacity denands
on the agency. Wl cone.

M5. GOVES: GCkay. And noving on to
t he budget update. At a prior council neeting, EFSEC
updated the council on potential budgetary reductions.
Since the signing of the Governor's suppl enental budget,
the anticipated reduction of about 15 percent, the
$240, 000, have been returned. So we are actually not
going to be getting a reduction in our general fund

spending, so that's very good for us. The final
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budget -- the final supplenental budget shows that there
will be no reduction to the general fund as originally

forecasted. And the approved budget al so provi des EFSEC
Wi th the opportunity to add in additional staff, Iike
addi tional technical staff, which we intend to do. So
nore to follow on staffing up the conpliance unit and

ot her areas that's needed.

Sonething that is not worth -- noteworthy, that is,
is that the CCA funds -- or there may be an expected
reduction of CCA funds just across the board. As the
general funds were reinstated, they are going to, later
on in the budget period, there's going to be sone inpact
to the climate fund. So we w |l know nore probably |ater
inthe fall as to what the inpact to EFSEC wi || be.
That's really inportant for us, because as, you know,
it's intended to accelerate the siting process,
especially the siting and permtting process. So we have
our neetings that we need to have at the Governor's
of fice and OFM and whatnot, and nore to follow

The good news is that it's not directing our
operations at this nonent, which was our original fear
with a reduction of 15 percent. This is good.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. Let ne
just adjust a brief comment, if | may, and then | wll

turn this for question and di scussion fromthe council.
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So, one, thank you for the update and, obviously, | think
everyone should know, we will do the best we can with the

resources we have been given. And if that's nore than
what m ght have been, we wll continue to try and, again,
make the bi ggest inpact for each dollar.

From a conversation earlier with Ms. Gones, it was
on full display, unfortunately, but we are all having to
deal with these challenging fiscal realities, and
probably for sone tinme, the CCA dollar reductions, they
are going to hit other partner agencies nmuch harder than
what ever ultimtely, you know, cones to be bottomline
cl awback for EFSEC. Ecol ogy woul d probably be at the top
of that list. It's just reflective of as nmuch as we try
to be as clear and clearer on our processes and different
I nputs that go to it, ultimately, EFSEC runs on a | ot of
ot her partner agencies. And as their work is affected in
t hese other ways, it can cone creeping back into sone of
EFSEC s path and process. | just want to acknow edge
that to those other partner agencies that may have it
harder than EFSEC, so we wll all work together just to
make the best, | guess, kind of the hard tinme that we are
facing fiscally in the State at this point.

Wth that cooment, let nme turn it back to council
for other questions or comments. Council Panplin.

MR. PAMPLIN. Thank you, M. Chair.
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Ms. Gones, as we are always addressing our current
budget, we are | ooking at how to inplenent the

suppl enental, and then our eyes in governnent are always
| ooki ng ahead at next biennium And, at |east for
Departnment of Fish and WIldlife, and | think other state
agenci es, we have to submt our request into the
Governor's office in, I think, by |ike Septenber. And so
| was just curious as to what the process was for EFSEC
as you are devel opi ng ebhgsétagency request | egislation,
or your 2729 operating project? Wiat does that process
| ook like, and what is the role of the council in either
review ng or just being apprised of those devel opnents?
Thank you.

M5. GOVES: We had our -- I|ike nost
state agencies, we had to provide OFM -- we partner
through DES as a small agency. But we created our
anti ci pated budget, especially with our staffing needs,
and identified any key projects, or anywhere -- any area
of the budget that we need to increase or just staff up
based off our own EFSEC strategic plan, and we provided
that to OFM

My assunption is we will hear back from OFM probably
within the next nonth or so, which is the reason why |
said maybe in |i ke about August, Septenber tinme we wll

have a better update to provide sonething nore tangible
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to the council. But we did provide our prelimnary
budget, which did include additional staffing, like a
staff nmenber for IT and sone of our major asks that we
think we shoul d have, especially so we can get the

wor kfl ow goi ng. | am assum ng, probably, as the
conversations continue to be had, we would know nore,
probably, around June or July as to what would need to be
br ought forward.

Most of our budget is internal operating, so it
depends on what the council would like to see. |f you
woul d like to see the final budget when it's at
80 percent, or whatever percentage is, we can definitely
gi ve a budget update when we know nore for sure. But
once the budget is allocated itself, and it says this is
where our CCA funds | and, our general funds, etc., that
will be an updated that will be provided as well.

CHAI R BECKETT: Appreciate the
gquestion. O her questions or coments from council
menbers? Council man Rybari k?

MR. RYBARIK: Really just a comment,
not a question. And just echoing, Chair Beckett, your
sentinents there of, you know, in general, | think good
news today in that the general fund issues that were
brought to us at the |ast council neeting have been at

| east addressed, in the near term of course, wth that
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eye towards the CCA funds. But | suppose the news coul d
have been bad on both fronts. That it would have been a
reduction in general funds and a reduction CCA funds. So
good news in the short term But as Council Panplin and
everybody has noted, it's tough fiscal tines. So a
little bit of a good news is always hel pful, but also

| ooking to the future. So appreciate the work here and
appreci ate the good news for today.

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you. O her
comrent s?

Seeing none, | believe that concludes the director's
updat es.
Anyt hing el se, Ms. CGones, just to doubl e-check?

M5. GOVES: That's it.

CHAI R BECKETT: Gkay. Then we wil|
nove on our last itemwth Lisa MLean and a tri bal
updat e.

M5. MCLEAN: Good afternoon, Chair
Beckett, and Council nenbers. Lisa MLean, for the
record, Legislative and Policy Manager and Tri bal
Li ai son, to give an update on our progress in
strengthening tribal relations. Wnted to update you on
the tribal consultation policy that we have been working
on. W had -- since we |ast tal ked, we put out the -- we

devel oped a new policy. W put it out for comment. W
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had a neeting, a virtual neeting, with tribes on
March 23rd. And we also got a witten comment fromthe
Cowmitz. And that -- the comments that we got were
really useful. Basically, one of the questions was, you
know, please can you explain a little bit better how --
what the role of the Departnment of Archeol ogy and
Hi storic Preservation is. Wanted to get sonme nore
i nformati on about what financial support is EFSEC able to
provide, and in what way is that able to be requested
fromus. And then just sone general comments from
different angl es about howto refine the | anguage to nake
sure that it's precise and that it's understood; plain
| anguage suggestions that we got. So all of that's been
wr apped up and gone through different review processes
this year internally with EFSEC

And just starting tonorrow, probably, we wll resend
it out to the tribes for a last comenting. They
actually had until the 28th of April. But in the course
of the neeting on March 23rd, | promsed to rejigger the
docunent, send it out to them and give tribes another
30 days to comment. So if we can get the docunent out
this week, then, basically, we will have it, probably, by
-- May 17th will be the deadline for themto return final
comments to us, and we should have a final docunent by

the end of May. | think that's what --
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The other thing that's in the docunent is sone
changes based on the fact that actually HB 2496 regardi ng
our tribal consultation actually passed. Because when we
first wote it, it was just an idea. W didn't know if
that was going to pass. That's that.

Moving on, as we bring up that bill, HB 3496, that
was signed by the Governor on March 30th. Interim
Executive Director Dave Wal ker and | were able to attend
the bill signing instead of the chair, who was out of
state at the tine. And that was a nice event.

That week, we sent out letters to all tribes
describing -- chair sent out letters describing what
change was made, acknow edgi ng the productive
relationship that we had -- the collaboration we had with
Yaki ma on devel oping that. And also, we sent thank you
letters to the House and Senate sponsors, Representative
Chris Sterns and Senat or Shewrake. And we got back sone
nice replies fromseveral different areas, so that was
ni ce.

And then, lastly, in the comng two weeks, we have
-- Chair Beckett and staff are going to be traveling to
Colville and Cow itz for governnent-to-governnent
consultations on pre-application, and on the project that
was currently under review. And we've also, | think it

was nentioned by Trevin, we've also reached out to a
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nunber of different tribes to request consultations on
the Carriage Project -- | amsorry. The Cascade
Renewabl e Transm ssi on Project.

| continue, as tribal liaison, to participate in a
nunber of different neetings wth regard to the -- from
the Governor's Ofice of Indian Affairs working to
i npl emrent sone of the directives from Executive O der
2510, and getting prepared for the centennial quarter,
whi ch has been schedul ed for the second week of Cctober.
So, as our colleague, Ms. Gones, is working on the
budget, we are already preparing for the centennial
report.

That's the basic update. | think the only thing I
forgot to say in the update is a question has cone up
about our legislation. It will actually take effect on
June 11, 2026. That's when it will be effective in |aw.
Any questions?

CHAI R BECKETT: Thank you for the
update. Council, questions or comments? Council man
Rybari k?

MR. RYBARI K: Lisa, thanks for the
update. Thanks for the neno and materials. One, just
recognition of appreciate the fast work to incorporate
f eedback, as well as the provisions of HB 2496 in this

policy. Thanks for the fast work there.
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One is just a comment as this goes out for
addi tional comments. As | was |ooking at the current
draft, the header in the docunent has like a weird
reference listing. You mght want to just check that to
make sure, as we send this out, that that gets renoved.

And then nore substantive than that, in |ooking at
the Cowitz's cooments, they sent a very hel pful matri x.
But one of the questions in there, and | am going to get
it up in front of nme just to make sure, is they talk
about the federally recognized tribes and then the
| anguage that the policy uses to sort of describe howit
applies, and they -- they say their understanding is this
nmeans both the treaty and treaty-free tribes in
Washi ngton State wll have the opportunity to engage in
nmeani ngf ul governnent -t o- governnent consol ation with
EFSEC. | just want to verify fromyour perspective that
the Cowitz request there for clarification that we
address that, and just nmake sure that we are all clear on
how the policy is to apply in both treaty and what they
refer to as treaty-free tribes in Washi ngton State.

M5. MCLEAN: Yeah. Thank you for the
guestion. Yeah, thanks for the callout on the header.
will get that fixed before we send it out.

On that question, yeah, that was a really hel pful

comment, because we have been using a shorthand of tribes
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with -- "located in or with rights in Washington State, "
that's a shorthand. So what we have used in the
definition section, and in a sort of definitional -- kind
of third paragraph, where it says, "This policy applies
to EFSEC s interaction with federal tribes (tribes)" and
then it goes on. W are taking that |anguage directly
fromour statute, because that's where it says, "Federal
recogni zed tribes that possess resources, rights, or
interests preserved and protected by." That's there.
Plus, it's in the definition of a federally recognized
tribe. And then we took -- we are taking out the
continual reference to federally recognized tri bes.
Referring to it instead tribes, because that's what we
have defined as the definition in the definition section.
So try to kind of a conbination of making the | anguage
nore precise, and sinplifying it alittle bit by not
referring to it in different ways in different parts of
the policy, but referring to it in a consistent way.
CHAI R BECKETT: Appreciate the
question for sure. And, | guess, just to put one other
word out there that may not be in the policy, but there
are executive order -- tribes by executive order rather
than treaty. And | think this is kind of one of those
topics that is | ess between the tribes of Washi ngton and

the State of Washi ngton, but rather, sonetines, how the
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operations within -- for intertribal issues between those
tribes and the federal governnent. But it's certainly an
Issue. Utimtely, EFSEC operates on the basis of if
there's federal recognition, then we are engaging wth
you. That ultimately nmeans 32 tribes: 29 in WAshi ngton,
3in Oegon, they're signatories to the centenni al
accord. By exanple, though, there's another Oregon tribe
that's asked to participate on the Cascade Renewabl e
Transm ssion Project. So, you know, there are other
nmeans that tribes cone to engage with EFSEC. And,
ultimtely, we try to engage with those proactively and
with whomto engage with us. So, hope that context
hel ps.

O her comments, questions?

| would just nmake one cl osi ng conment back on the
Cowmitz tribe's letter. And | appreciated Chairman Fyal |
and his staff in support in the council with Cowlitz for
a very thoughtful and thorough letter. And beyond the
j ust kudos and appreciation, | really liked the fornmat.
| appreciate you calling out the table, Council Rybarik.
But in particular, between the coment nunber, the page
nunber, our excerpt, their comment, they also -- | just
think it's a good exanple, and maybe there's others, if
peopl e want to, you know, |oop back with staff, but they

characterize their interest |evel on each comrent, so
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critical, suggestion, editorial. And | just thought that
was a very operational constructive and functional way to
go. So, | would encourage that use, whether it's us with
ot hers, or those who are engaging wth EFSEC, | thought
It was, you know, a great addition to the record as well
as sonething we could all learn from

Wth that, are there closing cooments in general, or
other closing tribal questions in case ny coments
sparked any? Council mnmenbers? Council Nel son.

MR. NELSON: Thank you, Chair Beckett.

So, tothe Cowitz Tribe letter conmment No. 7, | was
wondering about -- so sounds |like they will be notified
when an application is submtted for pre-consultation.
But to that question, it was kind of unclear to ne, is
there like a separate notification when SEPA is conducted
to that -- their question about, "It may be assuned t hat
it was already part of the site certification agreenents,
but pl ease consider nmaking a list of topics that may
trigger governnent-to-governnent." | was wondering if
they get notified at the beginning, or it there's |ike
mul tiple kinds of points through the process, or if
that's just like -- that would -- how do | say this?
Li ke takes place as a standard public notification, or if
there's like a step nechanismfor that?

MS5. MCLEAN: So --
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MR. NELSON: | amjust asking for
information. | don't have any kind of right answer.
M5. MCLEAN. Yeah, no. | appreciate
the question. Yes, we -- we are not going to address
t hat, because sort of -- SEPA is so infused in our
process that we believe that -- it is part of that

process. And | amgoing to point this out to Cowitz.
|s that the review of the application for site
certification and the identified facility inpacts, and
associated mtigation neasures, all of that is what we
prom se to notify on, and we are going to notify about
that. So if you have a determ nation of -- you know, we
make a threshold determnation, we will notify, you know
So all of that is part of the application process. And,
| guess, as | just feel like this docunent is getting
| onger and | onger and longer, | kind of -- it's the only
one that | amgoing to respectfully ask Cowitz if they
can accept that we are, not just assuming, but it is a
maj or part of our application review process that should
be assuned to be inside, and it wll include these
processes, | think, is -- 1 think | ambeing alittle bit
confusi ng, but --

MR. NELSON: No, that clarified it.
Thank you so nuch

CHAI R BECKETT: Gkay. Last call for
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any comments or questions? All right. Seeing none or
hearing none, | will adjourn us at 2:14 p.m Thank you

all for your time and participation.

(Meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m)
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STATE OF WASHI NGTON ) I, Crystal D. Schaff, CCR

) ss a certified court reporter

) in the State of Washi ngton, do
hereby certify:

County of Pierce

That the foregoing nonthly neeting of the Washi ngton
State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was conducted
in ny presence and adjourned on April 15, 2026, and
thereafter was transcri bed under nmy direction; that the
transcript is a full, true and conplete transcript of the
said neeting, transcribed to the best of ny ability;

That | amnot a relative, enployee, attorney or counsel
of any party to this nmatter or relative or enployee of any
such attorney or counsel and that | amnot financially

interested in the said matter or the outcone thereof;

IN WTNESS WHEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 20th day of April, 2026.

/ s/ Crystal D. Schaff, CCR
Certified Court Reporter No. 2053
(Certification expires 1/22/2027.)
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 1                     BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,

 2   April 15, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop Southeast,

 3   Lacey, Washington at 1:30 p.m., the following monthly

 4   meeting of the Washington State Energy Facility Site

 5   Evaluation Council was held, to wit:

 6

 7                     * * * * *

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.  This

 9   is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site

10   Evaluation Council, calling to order our April 15, 2026,

11   monthly meeting to order.   Ms. Grantham, if you could

12   call roll?

13                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.

14   Department of Commerce?

15                     MS. OSBORNE:  Present.  Apologies.  My

16   camera is not working, so I am going to be off today.

17                     MS. GRANTHAM:  No worries.  Department

18   of Ecology?

19                     MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.

20                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish and

21   Wildlife?

22                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin, present.

23                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural

24   Resources?

25                     MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.
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 1                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities &

 2   Transportation Commission?

 3                     MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik, present.

 4                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For government and

 5   optional state agencies, for the Hop Hill Project for

 6   Benton County, Paul Krupin?

 7       For the Wallula Gap Project for Benton County, Adam

 8   Fyall?

 9                     MR. FYALL:  Hello.  Adam Fyall is

10   here.

11                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For Goldeneye BESS,

12   Skagit County, Robby Eckroth?

13                     MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.

14                     MS. GRANTHAM:  For Cascade Renewable

15   Transmission Project for Skamania County, Asa Leckie?

16                     MR. LECKIE:  Asa Leckie here.

17                     MS. GRANTHAM:  City of Stevenson, Jeff

18   Breckel?

19                     MR. BRECKEL:  Jeff Breckel is present.

20                     MS. GRANTHAM:  City of North

21   Bonneville, Harold Cook?  Is Council Member Cook present?

22   I recall seeing him online.  I will move on.

23       For Klickitat County, Jan Sokol?

24       Moving onto Assistant Attorney General Jon Thompson.

25                     MR. THOMPSON:  Present.
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 1                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer?

 2                     MR. PACKER:  Present.

 3                     MS. GRANTHAM:  And Talia Thuet?

 4       For Council staff, Ami Hafkemeyer?

 5                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.

 6                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph?

 7                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.

 8                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene?

 9                     MR. GREENE:  Present.

10                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski?

11                     MS. SNARSKI:  Present.

12                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Lisa McLean?

13                     MS. MCLEAN:  Present.

14                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Trevin Taylor?

15                     MR. TAYLOR:  Present.

16                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Nabila Gomes?

17                     MS. GOMES:  Present.

18                     MS. GRANTHAM:  And Keith Quinata?

19                     MR. QUINATA:  Present.

20                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Operational updates for

21   Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz?

22                     MR. VOLTZ:  Present.

23                     MS. GRANTHAM:  And is there anyone

24   present for the Council for the Environment?

25                     MR. KOROL:  Yuriy Korol and Sara
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 1   Reyneveld.

 2                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Chair,

 3   there's a quorum for all council.

 4                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.

 5   Council members, we have an agenda before us.  I would

 6   entertain a motion to adopt the proposed agenda.

 7                     UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair, I move

 8   to approve the agenda for today.

 9                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Is there a

10   second?

11                     UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  I will second.

12                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Council

13   members, I don't know of any changes to the agenda.  Are

14   there any from you?  Hearing none, all in favor of

15   approving the agenda as proposed, please say aye.

16                     MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

17                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Okay.

18   Motion carries.  The agenda is adopted.

19       And moving onto our minutes from our March 18th

20   monthly update, and while I would entertain a motion in

21   just a moment, I need to get to my screen.  On Page 31, I

22   had one minor item I was just going to flag for our

23   clerk, which is on Page 31, Line 19, I am sorry, Line 12,

24   being inclusive -- where did it -- sorry, folks.  My

25   paper copy didn't come with me.  There was an item where
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 1   we were trying to be inclusive, and it was a different

 2   word.  Well, at the end of the day, it's a minor thing.

 3   I guess let's just move on.

 4       With that, if there's a motion to adopt the minutes,

 5   I would entertain that motion.

 6                     UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair, I move

 7   to approve the monthly minutes from March 18, 2026.

 8                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Is there a second?

 9                     UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Second.

10                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.  All

11   in favor of adopting the minutes as submitted, please say

12   aye.

13                     MULTIPLE VOICES:  Aye.

14                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Abstentions?

15   Okay.  Minutes are adopted from March 18th.

16       And moving onto our project updates, we will begin

17   with Ostrea Solar.  Mr. Volts?

18                     MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair

19   Beckett, Council members, and Staff.  This is John Voltz

20   with Cypress Creek Renewable representing the Ostrea

21   Solar Project.  In the month of March, we continued

22   setting up the O&M facility.  The storage warehouse is

23   erected, the office trailers are on site.  We are

24   currently working on getting all the utilities supplied

25   there.  We did receive verbal communication, I guess,
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 1   e-mail communication, from the Bonneville Power

 2   Administration that the utility testing had passed;

 3   however, we were still pending to receive the commercial

 4   operation letter from the agency.  We have since received

 5   that, but have not begun generations.  We are waiting on

 6   scheduling, but we will have much more to update next

 7   month.

 8       The remaining commissioning works for the aerial

 9   scanning, infrared, and capacity availability testing are

10   on hold until we are able to fully generate, and so we

11   are kind of stalled until we get that final go-ahead.

12       We do have some outstanding BMPs that need to be

13   updated.  We currently have personnel onsite to mitigate

14   all of those so that we can begin the process to request

15   the NOT and close out the SWPPP.  But coming down to the

16   end of the road, looking very promising.

17       Those are all the updates I have O3 Solar in the

18   month of March.

19                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Mr. Voltz.

20   Congratulations on approaching a big milestone.

21       With that, we will move on to Columbia Solar.  I

22   believe --

23                     UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair?

24                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes, ma'am?

25                     UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  I wanted to flag
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 1   that staff Sara Randolph has an additional update for

 2   Ostrea.

 3                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  With that, then

 4   we will stay with Ostrea Solar.  And Sara Randolph, if

 5   you please?

 6                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, and

 7   thank you, Chair Beckett, Council members, and Staff.

 8        For the record, this is Sara Randolph, Site

 9   Specialist for Ostrea.

10   The facility update is provided in your packet.

11        On March 20, 2026 staff received required documents

12   prior to Operations for review per the Site Certification

13   Agreement or the SCA.

14        Documents received were:  Stormwater Pollution

15   Protection Plan (SWPPP), Spill Prevention, Control, and

16   Countermeasure Plan, the Emergency Plan, Site Security

17   Plan, Health and Safety Plan, Vegetation and Weed

18   Management Plan, and Fire Control Plan.

19        There were no non-routine updates to report.

20                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you.

21                     MR. RYBARIK:  Sara, real quick.  This

22   is Brian Rybarik from the UTC.  All of those reports were

23   expected, and this is normal course of business, and

24   we're just reporting that we received them, or was there

25   a reason to separately report those?
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 1                     MS. RANDOLPH:  These are required

 2   documents per the SCA, and they will have a 90-day review

 3   period once they have been received.

 4                     MR. RYBARIK:  So we considering

 5   March 20th the received date?

 6                     MS. RANDOLPH:  Yes.

 7                     MR. RYBARIK:  Got it.

 8                     UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  If I could add,

 9   Council Rybarik?  Per policy 1601, staff are to notify

10   the council when plans have been received.  So that if

11   the council wants to take up any approvals directly, you

12   have the opportunity to do so under the delegation of

13   authority.

14                     MR. RYBARIK:  Got it.  Appreciate it.

15                     CHAIR BECKETT:  The context helps.  I

16   appreciate that.  Thank you, Council Rybarik.

17       I believe that concludes, then, Ostrea?

18       We would move on to Columbia Solar.  Please proceed,

19   Ms. Randolph.

20                     MS. RANDOLPH:  For the record, this is

21   Sara Randolph, Site Specialist for Columbia Solar.  The

22   facility update is provided in your packet.

23       Staff was informed on February 24, 2026, after the

24   fact, that Greenbacker sold to Altus Power on December

25   17, 2025.  Under Washington Administrative Code or WAC
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 1   463-66-100, which is Transfer of a Site Certification

 2   Agreement or SCA:  In the event a site certification

 3   agreement is to be acquired via a merger, leveraged

 4   buy-out, or other change in corporate or partnership

 5   ownership, the successor in interest must file a formal

 6   petition under the terms of this section to continue

 7   operation or other activities at the certificated site.

 8        Staff are working to schedule an informational

 9   meeting on the amendment request.

10        We will be contacting Council members for

11   availability to hold an informational hearing.

12        Details of the hearing will be notified to the public

13   once available.

14        Following the informational meeting and review of

15   comments received, staff will prepare documents to support

16   the Council's action on the request, which will be posted

17   for public comment prior to Council vote on the request.

18        there are no non-routine updates to report.

19                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Any questions or

20   comments from council on the evolution of this project?

21   I guess I would add a brief comment, Ms. Randolph, which

22   I think is standard procedure, but having not

23   participated in a change of ownership before on a

24   project, certainly, in this maybe at times more

25   perception than reality, but as ownership transfers are
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 1   the commitments carried over the new owner, and I believe

 2   that is endemic to the core of EFSEC's process.  But I

 3   know out in the real world at times, transfers, you know,

 4   sometimes commitments are lost in those transfers.  So I

 5   would just try to emphasize that in some of our

 6   communication and review.

 7       So with that added comment, unless that sparks

 8   others, we will move on to the Carriger Solar Project.

 9                     MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

10   and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne

11   Snarski, the Siting Specialist for the Carriger Solar

12   facility in Klickitat County.

13        The process of current judicial review of this

14   project with the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the

15   Yakima Nation is continuing and being handled by our AAG,

16   Assistant Attorney General.  However, EFSEC staff are

17   continuing to discuss Carriger's timing for submitting

18   the construction plans required by the Site Certification

19   Agreement.  We anticipate a few draft plans in the coming

20   weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.

21        That's all I have.  May I answer any questions?

22                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

23   Seeing none, thank you, Ms. Snarski.

24       We will move on to Cascade Renewable Transmission

25   Project.  And Trevin Taylor will be providing our update
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 1   today.

 2       Let me just note, as always, thank you to our local

 3   representatives, Council Leckie and Breckel.  I believe

 4   we have a couple of new members who will be joining us

 5   soon.  But just with acknowledging that, let me turn it

 6   back to Trevin for the full update.

 7                     MR. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Chair Beckett,

 8   and Council members.  This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA

 9   Specialist assigned to the Cascade Renewable Transmission

10   Project.  I am also presenting on behalf of Project

11   Siting Specialist, Maria Belkina.

12        Following issuance of the initial data request,

13   EFSEC is continuing coordination with the applicant

14   regarding responses and clarification of the process for

15   submitting additional information.

16        Preparation for the SEPA process is ongoing.  On

17   April 7, staff notified the applicant of an anticipated

18   determination of significance pursuant to RCW

19   80.50.090(3)(a).  This morning, April 15, staff received

20   a response from the applicant to proceed with our review.

21   EFSEC has finalized the scoping memorandum.  It is

22   anticipated to open the SEPA register as of May 1, 2026,

23   for 30 days.  Details of the Scoping period and

24   associated comment hearing periods will be notified to

25   the public and made available on EFSEC's project website.
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 1        EFSEC continues coordination with state and federal

 2   agencies.  The Department of Ecology has indicated that

 3   comments are forthcoming, and ongoing coordination is

 4   occurring with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and

 5   Oregon State agencies to support alignment of SEPA and

 6   NEPA processes.

 7        Tribal outreach is also ongoing.  Consultation

 8   request letters have been distributed, and EFSEC is

 9   tracking responses and scheduling

10   government-to-government consultations.

11        We have continued to receive appointment letters for

12   Council members representing the local jurisdictions.

13   Representatives have been appointed for Skamania and

14   Klickitat Counties, and the cities of Stevenson, Camas,

15   and North Bonneville.  Responses are still pending for

16   Clark County and the City of Bingen.  The Port of

17   Skamania has declined to appoint a nonvoting council

18   member.

19        Lastly, staff are coordinating with the Columbia

20   Gorge Commission and the Skamania County Planning

21   Department for the review and implementation of codes and

22   requirements for the National Scenic Area.

23        I would be happy to answer any questions.

24                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Good update.  Council

25   members, comments or questions?
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 1                     MR. SOKOL:  Mr. Chairman, I apologize.

 2   I guess my mic was muted.  This is Jan Sokol,

 3   representing Klickitat County on the CRT project.

 4                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council

 5   Sokol.  Appreciate you being here today, as well as being

 6   sure to -- we will have you marked down as attending.

 7   Thank you for that.

 8                     MR. SOKOL:  Yeah.

 9                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Seeing no other hands

10   raised, we will move on to the Horse Heaven Project.

11   Sean Green will provide an update.

12                     MR. GREEN:  Thank you.  Good

13   afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council members.

14                     MR. RYBARIK:  Chair Beckett, real

15   quick, Asa Leckie did raise their hand at the end there

16   if we want to do the CRT.

17                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

18                     MR. LECKIE:  Thank you.  I am sorry.

19   It was a little bit of a delayed reaction.  Yeah.  One of

20   the questions I am getting from locals is if this

21   renewable project gets through, is this going to be the

22   only line, or does this permitting process open the

23   gateway for multiple lines to go down the Columbia River?

24   Thank you.

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me look to staff
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 1   to make sure the answer is accurate.

 2                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  This is Ami

 3   Hafkemeyer.  This application and review is only for this

 4   project.  Any other interested parties looking to develop

 5   other projects, or other lines, or other infrastructure,

 6   would have to apply and be reviewed accordingly.  The

 7   review in front of us is only for this proposal.

 8                     MR. LECKIE:  Got it.  Thank you.  The

 9   concern is that if this is approved, does this make it

10   easier for subsequent projects of a similar nature to

11   pass review?  Thank you.

12                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I mean, only -- I

13   don't think I can speak to future projects without having

14   an application in front of us.  To my knowledge, there's

15   nothing else proposed in the area.  I have not heard of

16   anything in pre-application or pre-development.  So, to

17   my knowledge, this is the only project under

18   consideration.

19                     MR. LECKIE:  Okay.  Thank you.

20                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the

21   question, Council Leckie.

22       All right.  Then we will move on to Horse Heaven.

23                     MR. GREENE:  Thank you.  Again, this

24   is Sean Greene, SEPA Specialist for EFSEC, reporting on

25   behalf Amy Moon.
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 1       In March, staff reported that the Horse Heaven

 2   Certificate Holder had submitted a Land & Shoreline Use

 3   Dryland Farming Management Plan and a Livestock

 4   Management Plan, as well as a request to remove three

 5   trees in compliance with the Vegetation-1 Tree Avoidance

 6   mitigation measure.

 7        The two management plans and the tree removal

 8   request were approved by the EFSEC Interim Executive

 9   Director, Dave Walker, in early April.  As a note, the

10   tree removal approval included a condition requiring

11   in-kind tree replacement with native tree species.

12        Approval of the Habitat-1 Wildlife Movement Corridor

13   Mitigation Plan, the Species-13 Pronghorn Study Plan, and

14   the accompanying Pronghorn Capture & Handling Procedures

15   were also recently approved by Interim Executive Director

16   Walker.

17        Staff will continue to work with the Certificate

18   Holder to review mitigation plans as required under the

19   Site Certification Agreement and will keep the Council

20   informed as this work progresses.

21        Does the Council have any questions?

22                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

23   Seeing none, thank you, Sean.

24       We will move on to Hop Hill, and Trevin Taylor will

25   be providing the report.
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 1                     MR. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Chair Beckett

 2   and council members.  This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA

 3   Specialist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff, for

 4   the Hop Hill application.

 5       Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in

 6   the submission of additional application materials for

 7   the Hop Hill project.

 8       Staff have scheduled an April site visit to conduct

 9   verification of the wetlands and waters delineation

10   reports for this project.  This visit will take place on

11   April 28th to verify wetlands and waters located in the

12   transmission area.  On April 29th, verification of

13   wetlands and water will be conducted for the new proposed

14   expanded project areas.

15       EFSEC is expected to receive this amendment in the

16   coming months.  To best manage agency resources, we will

17   be surveying both the transmission area and proposed

18   expanded project areas, while both the Department of

19   Ecology and EFSEC staff are available and present.

20        Wetland and water verification is required to support

21   a SEPA determination for this project.

22        Are there any Questions?

23                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

24   Seeing none, we will move on to Wallula Gap, and

25   Mr. Taylor will provide that update also.
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 1                     MR. TAYLOR:  This is Trevin Taylor,

 2   SEPA Specialist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff

 3   for the Wallula Gap application.

 4       Staff are continuing to work with Energy One, the

 5   applicant, and the Yakima Nation Cultural Resource

 6   program staff regarding impacts identified in the

 7   Traditional Cultural Properties, TCPs, the report

 8   conducted by the Yakima Nation for this application.

 9       Staff are working with the applicant and the

10   Department of Ecology to determine if project

11   modifications are needed based on information contained

12   in the Department of Ecology's final wetlands and waters

13   report.

14        Identification of potential project impacts and

15   possible mitigations is part of the EFSEC SEPA

16   determination process.

17       In closing, we are basically working on mitigation

18   for those two ongoing issues.

19        Are there any questions?

20                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

21   update.  Council members?  Okay.  Seeing none, we will

22   move on to the Goldeneye BESS Project, and Joanne Snarski

23   will provide an update.

24                     MS. SNARSKI:  Once again, Chair

25   Beckett.  Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the Siting
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 1   Specialist for the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy

 2   Storage facility in Skagit County.

 3       Staff are continuing to assess the potential impacts

 4   from the proposed project as required by the State

 5   Environmental Policy Act.  Additionally, we have been

 6   coordinating with representatives from both Department of

 7   Archeological and Historic Preservation and the

 8   Governor s Office of Indian Affairs to receive formal

 9   feedback from the Upper Skagit Tribe on the Cultural

10   Resources Survey for the proposed BESS project.

11       That's all I have.  Are there any questions?

12                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Any questions council

13   members?  Okay.  Thank you very much.

14       We will move on to our various updates.  And I

15   believe Nabila Gomes will be representing Mr. Walker, who

16   is out today.  With that, Nabila, let me turn this to

17   you.

18                     MS. GOMES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett,

19   Council, Staff.  I am speaking on behalf of Dave Walker,

20   he's not here, the Interim Director.  Ami Hafkemeyer is

21   going to give the cost allocation.  I think that's going

22   first, and then I will give an update on the new employee

23   and budget.

24                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

25                     MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you.  Provided
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 1   in your packet is the non-direct cost allocation case for

 2   fourth quarter fiscal year 2026.  This covers the period

 3   from April 1st through June 30, 2026.  I will not read

 4   each item, unless there's interest.  But these are very

 5   similar.  Not exactly the same from the last quarter.  We

 6   have made some adjustments for projected activity.

 7                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me get my mic on.

 8   Appreciate that.  Yeah, I think we have all had a chance

 9   to review the document.  I think having acknowledged that

10   briefly here in the public session.  Let me also note, we

11   had the cost allocation up first just to keep the screen

12   share a little simpler for everyone's ease of use and any

13   subsequent discussion.  I meant to explain that at the

14   top.

15       With that, I will turn this back to Ms. Gomes.

16                     MS. GOMES:  Thank you.

17                     MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick, Chair

18   Beckett, before we go away from that.  What was

19   referenced there was not many changes from the third

20   quarter.  I just wanted for other council members, is it

21   useful, is it helpful to show like the prior quarter and

22   then this quarter's cost allocations, just so we can see

23   if there is a significant change?  That that's a little

24   easier for us to visualize.  I am wonder for other

25   council members.  Because in my mind, that is kind of the
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 1   more interesting piece of this, is if there's a change,

 2   rather than what the allocation is.

 3                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

 4   suggestion.  And it sparks a couple of other probably

 5   larger questions about this part of our process, in my

 6   own mind, so just speaking for myself.  And in this case,

 7   I probably suggest that I do a little follow-up with

 8   staff on your suggestion, as well as a couple of my

 9   larger thoughts in the background, if that's okay?

10                     MR. RYBARIK:  No, that sounds good.

11   Appreciate it.

12                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate it.  All

13   right.  We will go back to Nabila Gomes.

14                     MS. GOMES:  So, EFSEC staff, we are

15   pleased to introduce Keith Quinata to EFSEC.  He joins

16   EFSEC as our Deputy for Siting and Compliance.  We are

17   beyond thrilled to have him join the team, obviously, for

18   a lot of reasons.  But Keith has an extensive background

19   in environmental law and policy, and is intended to put

20   the expertise to work here at EFSEC.  As he gets caught

21   up on EFSEC's current projects, he brings

22   forward-thinking approach to EFSEC with a focus on

23   continuous improvement across our siting and compliance

24   framework.  So we are excited to have him.  We are

25   looking forward.  He started the 1st of April in Ami
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 1   Hafkemeyer's team.  So I will hand it over, Keith, if

 2   there's something you would like to say.

 3                     MR. QUINATA:  Sure.  Good afternoon,

 4   everyone.  Thank you Chair Beckett, Council members.  For

 5   the record, my name is Keith Quinata.  And like Nabila

 6   said, really excited to be joining EFSEC.  Since I have

 7   joined, I have just seen the incredible work EFSEC has

 8   been doing, and I am really impressed with our work

 9   processes, and just wanted to contribute further to

10   executing our mission as an agency.  So, yeah, thank you

11   for the opportunity.

12                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for

13   application and welcome aboard.  I know everyone is

14   excited to have you here.  And, certainly, we know

15   Ms. Hafkemeyer's group can use your added assistance in

16   terms of just dealing with some of the capacity demands

17   on the agency.  Welcome.

18                     MS. GOMES:  Okay.  And moving on to

19   the budget update.  At a prior council meeting, EFSEC

20   updated the council on potential budgetary reductions.

21   Since the signing of the Governor's supplemental budget,

22   the anticipated reduction of about 15 percent, the

23   $240,000, have been returned.  So we are actually not

24   going to be getting a reduction in our general fund

25   spending, so that's very good for us.  The final
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 1   budget -- the final supplemental budget shows that there

 2   will be no reduction to the general fund as originally

 3   forecasted.  And the approved budget also provides EFSEC

 4   with the opportunity to add in additional staff, like

 5   additional technical staff, which we intend to do.  So

 6   more to follow on staffing up the compliance unit and

 7   other areas that's needed.

 8       Something that is not worth -- noteworthy, that is,

 9   is that the CCA funds -- or there may be an expected

10   reduction of CCA funds just across the board.  As the

11   general funds were reinstated, they are going to, later

12   on in the budget period, there's going to be some impact

13   to the climate fund.  So we will know more probably later

14   in the fall as to what the impact to EFSEC will be.

15   That's really important for us, because as, you know,

16   it's intended to accelerate the siting process,

17   especially the siting and permitting process.  So we have

18   our meetings that we need to have at the Governor's

19   office and OFM and whatnot, and more to follow.

20       The good news is that it's not directing our

21   operations at this moment, which was our original fear

22   with a reduction of 15 percent.  This is good.

23                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Let me

24   just adjust a brief comment, if I may, and then I will

25   turn this for question and discussion from the council.
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 1   So, one, thank you for the update and, obviously, I think

 2   everyone should know, we will do the best we can with the

 3   resources we have been given.  And if that's more than

 4   what might have been, we will continue to try and, again,

 5   make the biggest impact for each dollar.

 6       From a conversation earlier with Ms. Gomes, it was

 7   on full display, unfortunately, but we are all having to

 8   deal with these challenging fiscal realities, and

 9   probably for some time, the CCA dollar reductions, they

10   are going to hit other partner agencies much harder than

11   whatever ultimately, you know, comes to be bottom-line

12   clawback for EFSEC.  Ecology would probably be at the top

13   of that list.  It's just reflective of as much as we try

14   to be as clear and clearer on our processes and different

15   inputs that go to it, ultimately, EFSEC runs on a lot of

16   other partner agencies.  And as their work is affected in

17   these other ways, it can come creeping back into some of

18   EFSEC's path and process.  I just want to acknowledge

19   that to those other partner agencies that may have it

20   harder than EFSEC, so we will all work together just to

21   make the best, I guess, kind of the hard time that we are

22   facing fiscally in the State at this point.

23       With that comment, let me turn it back to council

24   for other questions or comments.  Council Pamplin.

25                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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 1   Ms. Gomes, as we are always addressing our current

 2   budget, we are looking at how to implement the

 3   supplemental, and then our eyes in government are always

 4   looking ahead at next biennium.  And, at least for

 5   Department of Fish and Wildlife, and I think other state

 6   agencies, we have to submit our request into the

 7   Governor's office in, I think, by like September.  And so

 8   I was just curious as to what the process was for EFSEC

 9   as you are developing either agency request legislation,

10   or your 2729 operating project?  What does that process

11   look like, and what is the role of the council in either

12   reviewing or just being apprised of those developments?

13   Thank you.

14                     MS. GOMES:  We had our -- like most

15   state agencies, we had to provide OFM -- we partner

16   through DES as a small agency.  But we created our

17   anticipated budget, especially with our staffing needs,

18   and identified any key projects, or anywhere -- any area

19   of the budget that we need to increase or just staff up

20   based off our own EFSEC strategic plan, and we provided

21   that to OFM.

22       My assumption is we will hear back from OFM probably

23   within the next month or so, which is the reason why I

24   said maybe in like about August, September time we will

25   have a better update to provide something more tangible
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 1   to the council.  But we did provide our preliminary

 2   budget, which did include additional staffing, like a

 3   staff member for IT and some of our major asks that we

 4   think we should have, especially so we can get the

 5   workflow going.  I am assuming, probably, as the

 6   conversations continue to be had, we would know more,

 7   probably, around June or July as to what would need to be

 8   brought forward.

 9       Most of our budget is internal operating, so it

10   depends on what the council would like to see.  If you

11   would like to see the final budget when it's at

12   80 percent, or whatever percentage is, we can definitely

13   give a budget update when we know more for sure.  But

14   once the budget is allocated itself, and it says this is

15   where our CCA funds land, our general funds, etc., that

16   will be an updated that will be provided as well.

17                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the

18   question.  Other questions or comments from council

19   members?  Councilman Rybarik?

20                     MR. RYBARIK:  Really just a comment,

21   not a question.  And just echoing, Chair Beckett, your

22   sentiments there of, you know, in general, I think good

23   news today in that the general fund issues that were

24   brought to us at the last council meeting have been at

25   least addressed, in the near term, of course, with that
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 1   eye towards the CCA funds.  But I suppose the news could

 2   have been bad on both fronts.  That it would have been a

 3   reduction in general funds and a reduction CCA funds.  So

 4   good news in the short term.  But as Council Pamplin and

 5   everybody has noted, it's tough fiscal times.  So a

 6   little bit of a good news is always helpful, but also

 7   looking to the future.  So appreciate the work here and

 8   appreciate the good news for today.

 9                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Other

10   comments?

11       Seeing none, I believe that concludes the director's

12   updates.

13       Anything else, Ms. Gomes, just to double-check?

14                     MS. GOMES:  That's it.

15                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Then we will

16   move on our last item with Lisa McLean and a tribal

17   update.

18                     MS. MCLEAN:  Good afternoon, Chair

19   Beckett, and Council members.  Lisa McLean, for the

20   record, Legislative and Policy Manager and Tribal

21   Liaison, to give an update on our progress in

22   strengthening tribal relations.  Wanted to update you on

23   the tribal consultation policy that we have been working

24   on.  We had -- since we last talked, we put out the -- we

25   developed a new policy.  We put it out for comment.  We
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 1   had a meeting, a virtual meeting, with tribes on

 2   March 23rd.  And we also got a written comment from the

 3   Cowlitz.  And that -- the comments that we got were

 4   really useful.  Basically, one of the questions was, you

 5   know, please can you explain a little bit better how --

 6   what the role of the Department of Archeology and

 7   Historic Preservation is.  Wanted to get some more

 8   information about what financial support is EFSEC able to

 9   provide, and in what way is that able to be requested

10   from us.  And then just some general comments from

11   different angles about how to refine the language to make

12   sure that it's precise and that it's understood; plain

13   language suggestions that we got.  So all of that's been

14   wrapped up and gone through different review processes

15   this year internally with EFSEC.

16       And just starting tomorrow, probably, we will resend

17   it out to the tribes for a last commenting.  They

18   actually had until the 28th of April.  But in the course

19   of the meeting on March 23rd, I promised to rejigger the

20   document, send it out to them, and give tribes another

21   30 days to comment.  So if we can get the document out

22   this week, then, basically, we will have it, probably, by

23   -- May 17th will be the deadline for them to return final

24   comments to us, and we should have a final document by

25   the end of May.  I think that's what --
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 1       The other thing that's in the document is some

 2   changes based on the fact that actually HB 2496 regarding

 3   our tribal consultation actually passed.  Because when we

 4   first wrote it, it was just an idea.  We didn't know if

 5   that was going to pass.  That's that.

 6       Moving on, as we bring up that bill, HB 3496, that

 7   was signed by the Governor on March 30th.  Interim

 8   Executive Director Dave Walker and I were able to attend

 9   the bill signing instead of the chair, who was out of

10   state at the time.  And that was a nice event.

11       That week, we sent out letters to all tribes

12   describing -- chair sent out letters describing what

13   change was made, acknowledging the productive

14   relationship that we had -- the collaboration we had with

15   Yakima on developing that.  And also, we sent thank you

16   letters to the House and Senate sponsors, Representative

17   Chris Sterns and Senator Shewmake.  And we got back some

18   nice replies from several different areas, so that was

19   nice.

20       And then, lastly, in the coming two weeks, we have

21   -- Chair Beckett and staff are going to be traveling to

22   Colville and Cowlitz for government-to-government

23   consultations on pre-application, and on the project that

24   was currently under review.  And we've also, I think it

25   was mentioned by Trevin, we've also reached out to a
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 1   number of different tribes to request consultations on

 2   the Carriage Project -- I am sorry.  The Cascade

 3   Renewable Transmission Project.

 4       I continue, as tribal liaison, to participate in a

 5   number of different meetings with regard to the -- from

 6   the Governor's Office of Indian Affairs working to

 7   implement some of the directives from Executive Order

 8   2510, and getting prepared for the centennial quarter,

 9   which has been scheduled for the second week of October.

10   So, as our colleague, Ms. Gomes, is working on the

11   budget, we are already preparing for the centennial

12   report.

13       That's the basic update.  I think the only thing I

14   forgot to say in the update is a question has come up

15   about our legislation.  It will actually take effect on

16   June 11, 2026.  That's when it will be effective in law.

17   Any questions?

18                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

19   update.  Council, questions or comments?  Councilman

20   Rybarik?

21                     MR. RYBARIK:  Lisa, thanks for the

22   update.  Thanks for the memo and materials.  One, just

23   recognition of appreciate the fast work to incorporate

24   feedback, as well as the provisions of HB 2496 in this

25   policy.  Thanks for the fast work there.
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 1       One is just a comment as this goes out for

 2   additional comments.  As I was looking at the current

 3   draft, the header in the document has like a weird

 4   reference listing.  You might want to just check that to

 5   make sure, as we send this out, that that gets removed.

 6       And then more substantive than that, in looking at

 7   the Cowlitz's comments, they sent a very helpful matrix.

 8   But one of the questions in there, and I am going to get

 9   it up in front of me just to make sure, is they talk

10   about the federally recognized tribes and then the

11   language that the policy uses to sort of describe how it

12   applies, and they -- they say their understanding is this

13   means both the treaty and treaty-free tribes in

14   Washington State will have the opportunity to engage in

15   meaningful government-to-government consolation with

16   EFSEC.  I just want to verify from your perspective that

17   the Cowlitz request there for clarification that we

18   address that, and just make sure that we are all clear on

19   how the policy is to apply in both treaty and what they

20   refer to as treaty-free tribes in Washington State.

21                     MS. MCLEAN:  Yeah.  Thank you for the

22   question.  Yeah, thanks for the callout on the header.  I

23   will get that fixed before we send it out.

24       On that question, yeah, that was a really helpful

25   comment, because we have been using a shorthand of tribes
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 1   with -- "located in or with rights in Washington State,"

 2   that's a shorthand.  So what we have used in the

 3   definition section, and in a sort of definitional -- kind

 4   of third paragraph, where it says, "This policy applies

 5   to EFSEC's interaction with federal tribes (tribes)" and

 6   then it goes on.  We are taking that language directly

 7   from our statute, because that's where it says, "Federal

 8   recognized tribes that possess resources, rights, or

 9   interests preserved and protected by."  That's there.

10   Plus, it's in the definition of a federally recognized

11   tribe.  And then we took -- we are taking out the

12   continual reference to federally recognized tribes.

13   Referring to it instead tribes, because that's what we

14   have defined as the definition in the definition section.

15   So try to kind of a combination of making the language

16   more precise, and simplifying it a little bit by not

17   referring to it in different ways in different parts of

18   the policy, but referring to it in a consistent way.

19                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the

20   question for sure.  And, I guess, just to put one other

21   word out there that may not be in the policy, but there

22   are executive order -- tribes by executive order rather

23   than treaty.  And I think this is kind of one of those

24   topics that is less between the tribes of Washington and

25   the State of Washington, but rather, sometimes, how the
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 1   operations within -- for intertribal issues between those

 2   tribes and the federal government.  But it's certainly an

 3   issue.  Ultimately, EFSEC operates on the basis of if

 4   there's federal recognition, then we are engaging with

 5   you.  That ultimately means 32 tribes:  29 in Washington,

 6   3 in Oregon, they're signatories to the centennial

 7   accord.  By example, though, there's another Oregon tribe

 8   that's asked to participate on the Cascade Renewable

 9   Transmission Project.  So, you know, there are other

10   means that tribes come to engage with EFSEC.  And,

11   ultimately, we try to engage with those proactively and

12   with whom to engage with us.  So, hope that context

13   helps.

14       Other comments, questions?

15       I would just make one closing comment back on the

16   Cowlitz tribe's letter.  And I appreciated Chairman Fyall

17   and his staff in support in the council with Cowlitz for

18   a very thoughtful and thorough letter.  And beyond the

19   just kudos and appreciation, I really liked the format.

20   I appreciate you calling out the table, Council Rybarik.

21   But in particular, between the comment number, the page

22   number, our excerpt, their comment, they also -- I just

23   think it's a good example, and maybe there's others, if

24   people want to, you know, loop back with staff, but they

25   characterize their interest level on each comment, so
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 1   critical, suggestion, editorial.  And I just thought that

 2   was a very operational constructive and functional way to

 3   go.  So, I would encourage that use, whether it's us with

 4   others, or those who are engaging with EFSEC, I thought

 5   it was, you know, a great addition to the record as well

 6   as something we could all learn from.

 7       With that, are there closing comments in general, or

 8   other closing tribal questions in case my comments

 9   sparked any?  Council members?  Council Nelson.

10                     MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.

11   So, to the Cowlitz Tribe letter comment No. 7, I was

12   wondering about -- so sounds like they will be notified

13   when an application is submitted for pre-consultation.

14   But to that question, it was kind of unclear to me, is

15   there like a separate notification when SEPA is conducted

16   to that -- their question about, "It may be assumed that

17   it was already part of the site certification agreements,

18   but please consider making a list of topics that may

19   trigger government-to-government."  I was wondering if

20   they get notified at the beginning, or it there's like

21   multiple kinds of points through the process, or if

22   that's just like -- that would -- how do I say this?

23   Like takes place as a standard public notification, or if

24   there's like a step mechanism for that?

25                     MS. MCLEAN:  So --
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 1                     MR. NELSON:  I am just asking for

 2   information.  I don't have any kind of right answer.

 3                     MS. MCLEAN:  Yeah, no.  I appreciate

 4   the question.  Yes, we -- we are not going to address

 5   that, because sort of -- SEPA is so infused in our

 6   process that we believe that -- it is part of that

 7   process.  And I am going to point this out to Cowlitz.

 8   Is that the review of the application for site

 9   certification and the identified facility impacts, and

10   associated mitigation measures, all of that is what we

11   promise to notify on, and we are going to notify about

12   that.  So if you have a determination of -- you know, we

13   make a threshold determination, we will notify, you know.

14   So all of that is part of the application process.  And,

15   I guess, as I just feel like this document is getting

16   longer and longer and longer, I kind of -- it's the only

17   one that I am going to respectfully ask Cowlitz if they

18   can accept that we are, not just assuming, but it is a

19   major part of our application review process that should

20   be assumed to be inside, and it will include these

21   processes, I think, is -- I think I am being a little bit

22   confusing, but --

23                     MR. NELSON:  No, that clarified it.

24   Thank you so much.

25                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Last call for
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 1   any comments or questions?  All right.  Seeing none or

 2   hearing none, I will adjourn us at 2:14 p.m.  Thank you

 3   all for your time and participation.

 4       (Meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m.)
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 1   STATE OF WASHINGTON )     I, Crystal D. Schaff, CCR

                         ) ss  a certified court reporter

 2   County of Pierce    )     in the State of Washington, do

                               hereby certify:

 3

 4

          That the foregoing monthly meeting of the Washington

 5   State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was conducted

     in my presence and adjourned on April 15, 2026, and

 6   thereafter was transcribed under my direction; that the

     transcript is a full, true and complete transcript of the

 7   said meeting, transcribed to the best of my ability;

 8        That I am not a relative, employee, attorney or counsel

     of any party to this matter or relative or employee of any

 9   such attorney or counsel and that I am not financially

     interested in the said matter or the outcome thereof;

10

          IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

11   this 20th day of April, 2026.

12

13

14

15                             _________________________________

                               /s/Crystal D. Schaff, CCR

16                             Certified Court Reporter No. 2053

                               (Certification expires 1/22/2027.)

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25




		Index		MediaGroup		SourceCase		FirstName		LastName		Date		StartPage		EndPage		LinesPerPage		Complete

		1		EFSEC 041526.132901_100		EFSEC 2026 Monthly Meetings 		 		Monthly Meeting - April		4/15/2026		1		39		25		true



		Index		Timecode		TimeStamp		Temp		PageNum		LineNum		NoDisplay		Text		Native		Redact

		1						PG		1		0		false		page 1				false

		2						LN		1		0		false		 1             _____________________________________________________________				false

		3						LN		1		0		false		 2                                   WASHINGTON STATE				false

		4						LN		1		0		false		 3                        ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL				false

		5						LN		1		0		false		               _____________________________________________________________				false

		6						LN		1		0		false		 4				false

		7						LN		1		0		false		 5				false

		8						LN		1		0		false		 6				false

		9						LN		1		0		false		 7				false

		10						LN		1		0		false		                                      April 15, 2026				false

		11						LN		1		0		false		 8				false

		12						LN		1		0		false		                                     Lacey, Washington				false

		13						LN		1		0		false		 9				false

		14						LN		1		10		false		10				false

		15						LN		1		11		false		11				false

		16						LN		1		12		false		12				false

		17						LN		1		13		false		13				false

		18						LN		1		14		false		14				false

		19						LN		1		15		false		15				false

		20						LN		1		16		false		16				false

		21						LN		1		17		false		17				false

		22						LN		1		18		false		18				false

		23						LN		1		19		false		19				false

		24						LN		1		20		false		20				false

		25						LN		1		21		false		21				false

		26						LN		1		22		false		22				false

		27						LN		1		23		false		23				false

		28						LN		1		24		false		24                 Reporter:  Crystal D. Schaff, CCR 2025				false

		29						LN		1		25		false		25				false

		30						LN		1		25		false		                   253.627.6401                        schedule@balitigation.com				false

		31						PG		2		0		false		page 2				false

		32						LN		2		1		false		            1                           APPEARANCES				false

		33						LN		2		2		false		            2				false

		34						LN		2		3		false		            3      STATE AGENCY MEMBERS:				false

		35						LN		2		4		false		            4           Kurt Beckett, Chair				false

		36						LN		2		5		false		            5           Elizabeth Osborne, Commerce				false

		37						LN		2		6		false		            6           Blake Nelson, Ecology				false

		38						LN		2		7		false		            7           Nate Pamplin, Fish and Wildlife				false

		39						LN		2		8		false		            8          Kate Dean, Natural Resources				false

		40						LN		2		9		false		            9           Brian Rybarik, Utilities & Transportation				false

		41						LN		2		9		false		                       Commission				false

		42						LN		2		10		false		           10				false

		43						LN		2		11		false		           11      LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND OPTIONAL STATE AGENCIES:				false

		44						LN		2		11		false		                        Hop Hill Solar:				false

		45						LN		2		12		false		           12           Wallula Gap:				false

		46						LN		2		12		false		                            Adam Fyall, Benton County				false

		47						LN		2		13		false		           13           Goldeneye BESS:				false

		48						LN		2		13		false		                            Robby Eckroth, Skagit County				false

		49						LN		2		14		false		           14           Cascade Renewable Transmission:				false

		50						LN		2		14		false		                            Asa Leckie, Skamania County				false

		51						LN		2		15		false		           15               Jeff Breckel, City of Stevenson				false

		52						LN		2		15		false		                            Harold Cook, City of North Bonneville				false

		53						LN		2		16		false		           16               Jan Sokol, Klickitat County				false

		54						LN		2		17		false		           17				false

		55						LN		2		17		false		                   ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL:				false

		56						LN		2		18		false		           18               Jon Thompson				false

		57						LN		2		18		false		                            Zack Packer				false

		58						LN		2		19		false		           19				false

		59						LN		2		19		false		                   COUNCIL STAFF:				false

		60						LN		2		20		false		           20               Ami Hafkemeyer     Andrea Grantham				false

		61						LN		2		20		false		                            Sara Randolph      Sean Greene				false

		62						LN		2		21		false		           21               Joanne Snarski     Lisa McLean				false

		63						LN		2		21		false		                            Trevin Taylor      Nabila Gomes				false

		64						LN		2		22		false		           22               Keith Quinata				false

		65						LN		2		23		false		           23				false

		66						LN		2		23		false		                   OPERATIONAL UPDATES:				false

		67						LN		2		24		false		           24           Jon Voltz				false

		68						LN		2		24		false		                        Ostrea Solar, Cyress Creek Renewables				false

		69						LN		2		25		false		           25				false

		70						PG		3		0		false		page 3				false

		71						LN		3		1		false		            1      COUNSEL FOR THE ENVIRONMENT:				false

		72						LN		3		2		false		            2               Sarah Reyneveld				false

		73						LN		3		3		false		            3               Yuriy Korol				false

		74						LN		3		4		false		            4				false

		75						LN		3		5		false		            5				false

		76						LN		3		6		false		            6				false

		77						LN		3		7		false		            7				false

		78						LN		3		8		false		            8				false

		79						LN		3		9		false		            9				false

		80						LN		3		10		false		           10				false

		81						LN		3		11		false		           11				false

		82						LN		3		12		false		           12				false

		83						LN		3		13		false		           13				false

		84						LN		3		14		false		           14				false

		85						LN		3		15		false		           15				false

		86						LN		3		16		false		           16				false

		87						LN		3		17		false		           17				false

		88						LN		3		18		false		           18				false

		89						LN		3		19		false		           19				false

		90						LN		3		20		false		           20				false

		91						LN		3		21		false		           21				false

		92						LN		3		22		false		           22				false

		93						LN		3		23		false		           23				false

		94						LN		3		24		false		           24				false

		95						LN		3		25		false		           25				false

		96						PG		4		0		false		page 4				false

		97						LN		4		1		false		            1                          MEETING INDEX				false

		98						LN		4		2		false		            2				false

		99						LN		4		2		false		                   EVENT:                                         PAGE NO.				false

		100						LN		4		3		false		            3				false

		101						LN		4		3		false		                   Call to order                                    5				false

		102						LN		4		4		false		            4				false

		103						LN		4		4		false		                   Roll Call                                        5				false

		104						LN		4		5		false		            5				false

		105						LN		4		5		false		                   Proposed Agenda                                  8				false

		106						LN		4		6		false		            6				false

		107						LN		4		6		false		                   Minutes				false

		108						LN		4		7		false		            7               March 18, 2026 monthly meeting minutes  9				false

		109						LN		4		8		false		            8      Projects				false

		110						LN		4		9		false		            9           Ostrea Solar                                9				false

		111						LN		4		10		false		           10          Columbia Solar                              12				false

		112						LN		4		11		false		           11          Carriger Solar                              14				false

		113						LN		4		12		false		           12           Cascade Renewables Transmission             15				false

		114						LN		4		13		false		           13           Horse Heaven                                18				false

		115						LN		4		14		false		           14          Hop Hill Solar                              20				false

		116						LN		4		15		false		           15           Wallula Gap Solar                           21				false

		117						LN		4		16		false		           16          Goldeneye BESS                              21				false

		118						LN		4		17		false		           17       Other				false

		119						LN		4		18		false		           18           Director update                             22				false

		120						LN		4		19		false		           19               New Employee Introduction               24				false

		121						LN		4		20		false		           20               Budget update                           25				false

		122						LN		4		21		false		           21               Cost Allocation                         22				false

		123						LN		4		22		false		           22               Tribal Update                           39				false

		124						LN		4		23		false		           23      Adjournment				false

		125						LN		4		24		false		           24				false

		126						LN		4		25		false		           25				false

		127						PG		5		0		false		page 5				false

		128						LN		5		1		false		            1                        BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,				false

		129						LN		5		2		false		            2      April 15, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop Southeast,				false

		130						LN		5		3		false		            3      Lacey, Washington at 1:30 p.m., the following monthly				false

		131						LN		5		4		false		            4      meeting of the Washington State Energy Facility Site				false

		132						LN		5		5		false		            5      Evaluation Council was held, to wit:				false

		133						LN		5		6		false		            6				false

		134						LN		5		7		false		            7                        * * * * *				false

		135						LN		5		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.  This				false

		136						LN		5		9		false		            9      is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site				false

		137						LN		5		10		false		           10      Evaluation Council, calling to order our April 15, 2026,				false

		138						LN		5		11		false		           11      monthly meeting to order.   Ms. Grantham, if you could				false

		139						LN		5		12		false		           12      call roll?				false

		140						LN		5		13		false		           13                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.				false

		141						LN		5		14		false		           14      Department of Commerce?				false

		142						LN		5		15		false		           15                        MS. OSBORNE:  Present.  Apologies.  My				false

		143						LN		5		16		false		           16      camera is not working, so I am going to be off today.				false

		144						LN		5		17		false		           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  No worries.  Department				false

		145						LN		5		18		false		           18      of Ecology?				false

		146						LN		5		19		false		           19                        MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.				false

		147						LN		5		20		false		           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish and				false

		148						LN		5		21		false		           21      Wildlife?				false

		149						LN		5		22		false		           22                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin, present.				false

		150						LN		5		23		false		           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural				false

		151						LN		5		24		false		           24      Resources?				false

		152						LN		5		25		false		           25                        MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.				false

		153						PG		6		0		false		page 6				false

		154						LN		6		1		false		            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities &				false

		155						LN		6		2		false		            2      Transportation Commission?				false

		156						LN		6		3		false		            3                        MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik, present.				false

		157						LN		6		4		false		            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For government and				false

		158						LN		6		5		false		            5      optional state agencies, for the Hop Hill Project for				false

		159						LN		6		6		false		            6      Benton County, Paul Krupin?				false

		160						LN		6		7		false		            7          For the Wallula Gap Project for Benton County, Adam				false

		161						LN		6		8		false		            8      Fyall?				false

		162						LN		6		9		false		            9                        MR. FYALL:  Hello.  Adam Fyall is				false

		163						LN		6		10		false		           10      here.				false

		164						LN		6		11		false		           11                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Goldeneye BESS,				false

		165						LN		6		12		false		           12      Skagit County, Robby Eckroth?				false

		166						LN		6		13		false		           13                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.				false

		167						LN		6		14		false		           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Cascade Renewable				false

		168						LN		6		15		false		           15      Transmission Project for Skamania County, Asa Leckie?				false

		169						LN		6		16		false		           16                        MR. LECKIE:  Asa Leckie here.				false

		170						LN		6		17		false		           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  City of Stevenson, Jeff				false

		171						LN		6		18		false		           18      Breckel?				false

		172						LN		6		19		false		           19                        MR. BRECKEL:  Jeff Breckel is present.				false

		173						LN		6		20		false		           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  City of North				false

		174						LN		6		21		false		           21      Bonneville, Harold Cook?  Is Council Member Cook present?				false

		175						LN		6		22		false		           22      I recall seeing him online.  I will move on.				false

		176						LN		6		23		false		           23          For Klickitat County, Jan Sokol?				false

		177						LN		6		24		false		           24          Moving onto Assistant Attorney General Jon Thompson.				false

		178						LN		6		25		false		           25                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.				false

		179						PG		7		0		false		page 7				false

		180						LN		7		1		false		            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer?				false

		181						LN		7		2		false		            2                        MR. PACKER:  Present.				false

		182						LN		7		3		false		            3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Talia Thuet?				false

		183						LN		7		4		false		            4          For Council staff, Ami Hafkemeyer?				false

		184						LN		7		5		false		            5                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.				false

		185						LN		7		6		false		            6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph?				false

		186						LN		7		7		false		            7                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.				false

		187						LN		7		8		false		            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene?				false

		188						LN		7		9		false		            9                        MR. GREENE:  Present.				false

		189						LN		7		10		false		           10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski?				false

		190						LN		7		11		false		           11                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.				false

		191						LN		7		12		false		           12                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Lisa McLean?				false

		192						LN		7		13		false		           13                        MS. MCLEAN:  Present.				false

		193						LN		7		14		false		           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Trevin Taylor?				false

		194						LN		7		15		false		           15                        MR. TAYLOR:  Present.				false

		195						LN		7		16		false		           16                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Nabila Gomes?				false

		196						LN		7		17		false		           17                        MS. GOMES:  Present.				false

		197						LN		7		18		false		           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Keith Quinata?				false

		198						LN		7		19		false		           19                        MR. QUINATA:  Present.				false

		199						LN		7		20		false		           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Operational updates for				false

		200						LN		7		21		false		           21      Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz?				false

		201						LN		7		22		false		           22                        MR. VOLTZ:  Present.				false

		202						LN		7		23		false		           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And is there anyone				false

		203						LN		7		24		false		           24      present for the Council for the Environment?				false

		204						LN		7		25		false		           25                        MR. KOROL:  Yuriy Korol and Sara				false

		205						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		206						LN		8		1		false		            1      Reyneveld.				false

		207						LN		8		2		false		            2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Chair,				false

		208						LN		8		3		false		            3      there's a quorum for all council.				false

		209						LN		8		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.				false

		210						LN		8		5		false		            5      Council members, we have an agenda before us.  I would				false

		211						LN		8		6		false		            6      entertain a motion to adopt the proposed agenda.				false

		212						LN		8		7		false		            7                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair, I move				false

		213						LN		8		8		false		            8      to approve the agenda for today.				false

		214						LN		8		9		false		            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Is there a				false

		215						LN		8		10		false		           10      second?				false

		216						LN		8		11		false		           11                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  I will second.				false

		217						LN		8		12		false		           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Council				false

		218						LN		8		13		false		           13      members, I don't know of any changes to the agenda.  Are				false

		219						LN		8		14		false		           14      there any from you?  Hearing none, all in favor of				false

		220						LN		8		15		false		           15      approving the agenda as proposed, please say aye.				false

		221						LN		8		16		false		           16                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.				false

		222						LN		8		17		false		           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Okay.				false

		223						LN		8		18		false		           18      Motion carries.  The agenda is adopted.				false

		224						LN		8		19		false		           19          And moving onto our minutes from our March 18th				false

		225						LN		8		20		false		           20      monthly update, and while I would entertain a motion in				false

		226						LN		8		21		false		           21      just a moment, I need to get to my screen.  On Page 31, I				false

		227						LN		8		22		false		           22      had one minor item I was just going to flag for our				false

		228						LN		8		23		false		           23      clerk, which is on Page 31, Line 19, I am sorry, Line 12,				false

		229						LN		8		24		false		           24      being inclusive -- where did it -- sorry, folks.  My				false

		230						LN		8		25		false		           25      paper copy didn't come with me.  There was an item where				false

		231						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		232						LN		9		1		false		            1      we were trying to be inclusive, and it was a different				false

		233						LN		9		2		false		            2      word.  Well, at the end of the day, it's a minor thing.				false

		234						LN		9		3		false		            3      I guess let's just move on.				false

		235						LN		9		4		false		            4          With that, if there's a motion to adopt the minutes,				false

		236						LN		9		5		false		            5      I would entertain that motion.				false

		237						LN		9		6		false		            6                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair, I move				false

		238						LN		9		7		false		            7      to approve the monthly minutes from March 18, 2026.				false

		239						LN		9		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Is there a second?				false

		240						LN		9		9		false		            9                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Second.				false

		241						LN		9		10		false		           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.  All				false

		242						LN		9		11		false		           11      in favor of adopting the minutes as submitted, please say				false

		243						LN		9		12		false		           12      aye.				false

		244						LN		9		13		false		           13                        MULTIPLE VOICES:  Aye.				false

		245						LN		9		14		false		           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Abstentions?				false

		246						LN		9		15		false		           15      Okay.  Minutes are adopted from March 18th.				false

		247						LN		9		16		false		           16          And moving onto our project updates, we will begin				false

		248						LN		9		17		false		           17      with Ostrea Solar.  Mr. Volts?				false

		249						LN		9		18		false		           18                        MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		250						LN		9		19		false		           19      Beckett, Council members, and Staff.  This is John Voltz				false

		251						LN		9		20		false		           20      with Cypress Creek Renewable representing the Ostrea				false

		252						LN		9		21		false		           21      Solar Project.  In the month of March, we continued				false

		253						LN		9		22		false		           22      setting up the O&M facility.  The storage warehouse is				false

		254						LN		9		23		false		           23      erected, the office trailers are on site.  We are				false

		255						LN		9		24		false		           24      currently working on getting all the utilities supplied				false

		256						LN		9		25		false		           25      there.  We did receive verbal communication, I guess,				false

		257						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		258						LN		10		1		false		            1      e-mail communication, from the Bonneville Power				false

		259						LN		10		2		false		            2      Administration that the utility testing had passed;				false

		260						LN		10		3		false		            3      however, we were still pending to receive the commercial				false

		261						LN		10		4		false		            4      operation letter from the agency.  We have since received				false

		262						LN		10		5		false		            5      that, but have not begun generations.  We are waiting on				false

		263						LN		10		6		false		            6      scheduling, but we will have much more to update next				false

		264						LN		10		7		false		            7      month.				false

		265						LN		10		8		false		            8          The remaining commissioning works for the aerial				false

		266						LN		10		9		false		            9      scanning, infrared, and capacity availability testing are				false

		267						LN		10		10		false		           10      on hold until we are able to fully generate, and so we				false

		268						LN		10		11		false		           11      are kind of stalled until we get that final go-ahead.				false

		269						LN		10		12		false		           12          We do have some outstanding BMPs that need to be				false

		270						LN		10		13		false		           13      updated.  We currently have personnel onsite to mitigate				false

		271						LN		10		14		false		           14      all of those so that we can begin the process to request				false

		272						LN		10		15		false		           15      the NOT and close out the SWPPP.  But coming down to the				false

		273						LN		10		16		false		           16      end of the road, looking very promising.				false

		274						LN		10		17		false		           17          Those are all the updates I have O3 Solar in the				false

		275						LN		10		18		false		           18      month of March.				false

		276						LN		10		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Mr. Voltz.				false

		277						LN		10		20		false		           20      Congratulations on approaching a big milestone.				false

		278						LN		10		21		false		           21          With that, we will move on to Columbia Solar.  I				false

		279						LN		10		22		false		           22      believe --				false

		280						LN		10		23		false		           23                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair?				false

		281						LN		10		24		false		           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes, ma'am?				false

		282						LN		10		25		false		           25                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  I wanted to flag				false

		283						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		284						LN		11		1		false		            1      that staff Sara Randolph has an additional update for				false

		285						LN		11		2		false		            2      Ostrea.				false

		286						LN		11		3		false		            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  With that, then				false

		287						LN		11		4		false		            4      we will stay with Ostrea Solar.  And Sara Randolph, if				false

		288						LN		11		5		false		            5      you please?				false

		289						LN		11		6		false		            6                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, and				false

		290						LN		11		7		false		            7      thank you, Chair Beckett, Council members, and Staff.				false

		291						LN		11		8		false		            8           For the record, this is Sara Randolph, Site				false

		292						LN		11		9		false		            9      Specialist for Ostrea.				false

		293						LN		11		10		false		           10      The facility update is provided in your packet.				false

		294						LN		11		11		false		           11           On March 20, 2026 staff received required documents				false

		295						LN		11		12		false		           12      prior to Operations for review per the Site Certification				false

		296						LN		11		13		false		           13      Agreement or the SCA.				false

		297						LN		11		14		false		           14           Documents received were:  Stormwater Pollution				false

		298						LN		11		15		false		           15      Protection Plan (SWPPP), Spill Prevention, Control, and				false

		299						LN		11		16		false		           16      Countermeasure Plan, the Emergency Plan, Site Security				false

		300						LN		11		17		false		           17      Plan, Health and Safety Plan, Vegetation and Weed				false

		301						LN		11		18		false		           18      Management Plan, and Fire Control Plan.				false

		302						LN		11		19		false		           19           There were no non-routine updates to report.				false

		303						LN		11		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		304						LN		11		21		false		           21                        MR. RYBARIK:  Sara, real quick.  This				false

		305						LN		11		22		false		           22      is Brian Rybarik from the UTC.  All of those reports were				false

		306						LN		11		23		false		           23      expected, and this is normal course of business, and				false

		307						LN		11		24		false		           24      we're just reporting that we received them, or was there				false

		308						LN		11		25		false		           25      a reason to separately report those?				false

		309						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		310						LN		12		1		false		            1                        MS. RANDOLPH:  These are required				false

		311						LN		12		2		false		            2      documents per the SCA, and they will have a 90-day review				false

		312						LN		12		3		false		            3      period once they have been received.				false

		313						LN		12		4		false		            4                        MR. RYBARIK:  So we considering				false

		314						LN		12		5		false		            5      March 20th the received date?				false

		315						LN		12		6		false		            6                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Yes.				false

		316						LN		12		7		false		            7                        MR. RYBARIK:  Got it.				false

		317						LN		12		8		false		            8                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  If I could add,				false

		318						LN		12		9		false		            9      Council Rybarik?  Per policy 1601, staff are to notify				false

		319						LN		12		10		false		           10      the council when plans have been received.  So that if				false

		320						LN		12		11		false		           11      the council wants to take up any approvals directly, you				false

		321						LN		12		12		false		           12      have the opportunity to do so under the delegation of				false

		322						LN		12		13		false		           13      authority.				false

		323						LN		12		14		false		           14                        MR. RYBARIK:  Got it.  Appreciate it.				false

		324						LN		12		15		false		           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  The context helps.  I				false

		325						LN		12		16		false		           16      appreciate that.  Thank you, Council Rybarik.				false

		326						LN		12		17		false		           17          I believe that concludes, then, Ostrea?				false

		327						LN		12		18		false		           18          We would move on to Columbia Solar.  Please proceed,				false

		328						LN		12		19		false		           19      Ms. Randolph.				false

		329						LN		12		20		false		           20                        MS. RANDOLPH:  For the record, this is				false

		330						LN		12		21		false		           21      Sara Randolph, Site Specialist for Columbia Solar.  The				false

		331						LN		12		22		false		           22      facility update is provided in your packet.				false

		332						LN		12		23		false		           23          Staff was informed on February 24, 2026, after the				false

		333						LN		12		24		false		           24      fact, that Greenbacker sold to Altus Power on December				false

		334						LN		12		25		false		           25      17, 2025.  Under Washington Administrative Code or WAC				false

		335						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		336						LN		13		1		false		            1      463-66-100, which is Transfer of a Site Certification				false

		337						LN		13		2		false		            2      Agreement or SCA:  In the event a site certification				false

		338						LN		13		3		false		            3      agreement is to be acquired via a merger, leveraged				false

		339						LN		13		4		false		            4      buy-out, or other change in corporate or partnership				false

		340						LN		13		5		false		            5      ownership, the successor in interest must file a formal				false

		341						LN		13		6		false		            6      petition under the terms of this section to continue				false

		342						LN		13		7		false		            7      operation or other activities at the certificated site.				false

		343						LN		13		8		false		            8           Staff are working to schedule an informational				false

		344						LN		13		9		false		            9      meeting on the amendment request.				false

		345						LN		13		10		false		           10           We will be contacting Council members for				false

		346						LN		13		11		false		           11      availability to hold an informational hearing.				false

		347						LN		13		12		false		           12           Details of the hearing will be notified to the public				false

		348						LN		13		13		false		           13      once available.				false

		349						LN		13		14		false		           14           Following the informational meeting and review of				false

		350						LN		13		15		false		           15      comments received, staff will prepare documents to support				false

		351						LN		13		16		false		           16      the Council's action on the request, which will be posted				false

		352						LN		13		17		false		           17      for public comment prior to Council vote on the request.				false

		353						LN		13		18		false		           18           there are no non-routine updates to report.				false

		354						LN		13		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Any questions or				false

		355						LN		13		20		false		           20      comments from council on the evolution of this project?				false

		356						LN		13		21		false		           21      I guess I would add a brief comment, Ms. Randolph, which				false

		357						LN		13		22		false		           22      I think is standard procedure, but having not				false

		358						LN		13		23		false		           23      participated in a change of ownership before on a				false

		359						LN		13		24		false		           24      project, certainly, in this maybe at times more				false

		360						LN		13		25		false		           25      perception than reality, but as ownership transfers are				false

		361						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		362						LN		14		1		false		            1      the commitments carried over the new owner, and I believe				false

		363						LN		14		2		false		            2      that is endemic to the core of EFSEC's process.  But I				false

		364						LN		14		3		false		            3      know out in the real world at times, transfers, you know,				false

		365						LN		14		4		false		            4      sometimes commitments are lost in those transfers.  So I				false

		366						LN		14		5		false		            5      would just try to emphasize that in some of our				false

		367						LN		14		6		false		            6      communication and review.				false

		368						LN		14		7		false		            7          So with that added comment, unless that sparks				false

		369						LN		14		8		false		            8      others, we will move on to the Carriger Solar Project.				false

		370						LN		14		9		false		            9                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair Beckett				false

		371						LN		14		10		false		           10      and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne				false

		372						LN		14		11		false		           11      Snarski, the Siting Specialist for the Carriger Solar				false

		373						LN		14		12		false		           12      facility in Klickitat County.				false

		374						LN		14		13		false		           13           The process of current judicial review of this				false

		375						LN		14		14		false		           14      project with the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the				false

		376						LN		14		15		false		           15      Yakima Nation is continuing and being handled by our AAG,				false

		377						LN		14		16		false		           16      Assistant Attorney General.  However, EFSEC staff are				false

		378						LN		14		17		false		           17      continuing to discuss Carriger's timing for submitting				false

		379						LN		14		18		false		           18      the construction plans required by the Site Certification				false

		380						LN		14		19		false		           19      Agreement.  We anticipate a few draft plans in the coming				false

		381						LN		14		20		false		           20      weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.				false

		382						LN		14		21		false		           21           That's all I have.  May I answer any questions?				false

		383						LN		14		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		384						LN		14		23		false		           23      Seeing none, thank you, Ms. Snarski.				false

		385						LN		14		24		false		           24          We will move on to Cascade Renewable Transmission				false

		386						LN		14		25		false		           25      Project.  And Trevin Taylor will be providing our update				false

		387						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		388						LN		15		1		false		            1      today.				false

		389						LN		15		2		false		            2          Let me just note, as always, thank you to our local				false

		390						LN		15		3		false		            3      representatives, Council Leckie and Breckel.  I believe				false

		391						LN		15		4		false		            4      we have a couple of new members who will be joining us				false

		392						LN		15		5		false		            5      soon.  But just with acknowledging that, let me turn it				false

		393						LN		15		6		false		            6      back to Trevin for the full update.				false

		394						LN		15		7		false		            7                        MR. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Chair Beckett,				false

		395						LN		15		8		false		            8      and Council members.  This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA				false

		396						LN		15		9		false		            9      Specialist assigned to the Cascade Renewable Transmission				false

		397						LN		15		10		false		           10      Project.  I am also presenting on behalf of Project				false

		398						LN		15		11		false		           11      Siting Specialist, Maria Belkina.				false

		399						LN		15		12		false		           12           Following issuance of the initial data request,				false

		400						LN		15		13		false		           13      EFSEC is continuing coordination with the applicant				false

		401						LN		15		14		false		           14      regarding responses and clarification of the process for				false

		402						LN		15		15		false		           15      submitting additional information.				false

		403						LN		15		16		false		           16           Preparation for the SEPA process is ongoing.  On				false

		404						LN		15		17		false		           17      April 7, staff notified the applicant of an anticipated				false

		405						LN		15		18		false		           18      determination of significance pursuant to RCW				false

		406						LN		15		19		false		           19      80.50.090(3)(a).  This morning, April 15, staff received				false

		407						LN		15		20		false		           20      a response from the applicant to proceed with our review.				false

		408						LN		15		21		false		           21      EFSEC has finalized the scoping memorandum.  It is				false

		409						LN		15		22		false		           22      anticipated to open the SEPA register as of May 1, 2026,				false

		410						LN		15		23		false		           23      for 30 days.  Details of the Scoping period and				false

		411						LN		15		24		false		           24      associated comment hearing periods will be notified to				false

		412						LN		15		25		false		           25      the public and made available on EFSEC's project website.				false

		413						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		414						LN		16		1		false		            1           EFSEC continues coordination with state and federal				false

		415						LN		16		2		false		            2      agencies.  The Department of Ecology has indicated that				false

		416						LN		16		3		false		            3      comments are forthcoming, and ongoing coordination is				false

		417						LN		16		4		false		            4      occurring with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and				false

		418						LN		16		5		false		            5      Oregon State agencies to support alignment of SEPA and				false

		419						LN		16		6		false		            6      NEPA processes.				false

		420						LN		16		7		false		            7           Tribal outreach is also ongoing.  Consultation				false

		421						LN		16		8		false		            8      request letters have been distributed, and EFSEC is				false

		422						LN		16		9		false		            9      tracking responses and scheduling				false

		423						LN		16		10		false		           10      government-to-government consultations.				false

		424						LN		16		11		false		           11           We have continued to receive appointment letters for				false

		425						LN		16		12		false		           12      Council members representing the local jurisdictions.				false

		426						LN		16		13		false		           13      Representatives have been appointed for Skamania and				false

		427						LN		16		14		false		           14      Klickitat Counties, and the cities of Stevenson, Camas,				false

		428						LN		16		15		false		           15      and North Bonneville.  Responses are still pending for				false

		429						LN		16		16		false		           16      Clark County and the City of Bingen.  The Port of				false

		430						LN		16		17		false		           17      Skamania has declined to appoint a nonvoting council				false

		431						LN		16		18		false		           18      member.				false

		432						LN		16		19		false		           19           Lastly, staff are coordinating with the Columbia				false

		433						LN		16		20		false		           20      Gorge Commission and the Skamania County Planning				false

		434						LN		16		21		false		           21      Department for the review and implementation of codes and				false

		435						LN		16		22		false		           22      requirements for the National Scenic Area.				false

		436						LN		16		23		false		           23           I would be happy to answer any questions.				false

		437						LN		16		24		false		           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good update.  Council				false

		438						LN		16		25		false		           25      members, comments or questions?				false

		439						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		440						LN		17		1		false		            1                        MR. SOKOL:  Mr. Chairman, I apologize.				false

		441						LN		17		2		false		            2      I guess my mic was muted.  This is Jan Sokol,				false

		442						LN		17		3		false		            3      representing Klickitat County on the CRT project.				false

		443						LN		17		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council				false

		444						LN		17		5		false		            5      Sokol.  Appreciate you being here today, as well as being				false

		445						LN		17		6		false		            6      sure to -- we will have you marked down as attending.				false

		446						LN		17		7		false		            7      Thank you for that.				false

		447						LN		17		8		false		            8                        MR. SOKOL:  Yeah.				false

		448						LN		17		9		false		            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Seeing no other hands				false

		449						LN		17		10		false		           10      raised, we will move on to the Horse Heaven Project.				false

		450						LN		17		11		false		           11      Sean Green will provide an update.				false

		451						LN		17		12		false		           12                        MR. GREEN:  Thank you.  Good				false

		452						LN		17		13		false		           13      afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council members.				false

		453						LN		17		14		false		           14                        MR. RYBARIK:  Chair Beckett, real				false

		454						LN		17		15		false		           15      quick, Asa Leckie did raise their hand at the end there				false

		455						LN		17		16		false		           16      if we want to do the CRT.				false

		456						LN		17		17		false		           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		457						LN		17		18		false		           18                        MR. LECKIE:  Thank you.  I am sorry.				false

		458						LN		17		19		false		           19      It was a little bit of a delayed reaction.  Yeah.  One of				false

		459						LN		17		20		false		           20      the questions I am getting from locals is if this				false

		460						LN		17		21		false		           21      renewable project gets through, is this going to be the				false

		461						LN		17		22		false		           22      only line, or does this permitting process open the				false
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		470						LN		18		5		false		            5      other projects, or other lines, or other infrastructure,				false

		471						LN		18		6		false		            6      would have to apply and be reviewed accordingly.  The				false

		472						LN		18		7		false		            7      review in front of us is only for this proposal.				false

		473						LN		18		8		false		            8                        MR. LECKIE:  Got it.  Thank you.  The				false

		474						LN		18		9		false		            9      concern is that if this is approved, does this make it				false

		475						LN		18		10		false		           10      easier for subsequent projects of a similar nature to				false

		476						LN		18		11		false		           11      pass review?  Thank you.				false

		477						LN		18		12		false		           12                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I mean, only -- I				false

		478						LN		18		13		false		           13      don't think I can speak to future projects without having				false

		479						LN		18		14		false		           14      an application in front of us.  To my knowledge, there's				false

		480						LN		18		15		false		           15      nothing else proposed in the area.  I have not heard of				false

		481						LN		18		16		false		           16      anything in pre-application or pre-development.  So, to				false

		482						LN		18		17		false		           17      my knowledge, this is the only project under				false

		483						LN		18		18		false		           18      consideration.				false

		484						LN		18		19		false		           19                        MR. LECKIE:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		485						LN		18		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the				false

		486						LN		18		21		false		           21      question, Council Leckie.				false

		487						LN		18		22		false		           22          All right.  Then we will move on to Horse Heaven.				false

		488						LN		18		23		false		           23                        MR. GREENE:  Thank you.  Again, this				false

		489						LN		18		24		false		           24      is Sean Greene, SEPA Specialist for EFSEC, reporting on				false
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		493						LN		19		2		false		            2      Certificate Holder had submitted a Land & Shoreline Use				false

		494						LN		19		3		false		            3      Dryland Farming Management Plan and a Livestock				false

		495						LN		19		4		false		            4      Management Plan, as well as a request to remove three				false

		496						LN		19		5		false		            5      trees in compliance with the Vegetation-1 Tree Avoidance				false
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		498						LN		19		7		false		            7           The two management plans and the tree removal				false

		499						LN		19		8		false		            8      request were approved by the EFSEC Interim Executive				false

		500						LN		19		9		false		            9      Director, Dave Walker, in early April.  As a note, the				false

		501						LN		19		10		false		           10      tree removal approval included a condition requiring				false

		502						LN		19		11		false		           11      in-kind tree replacement with native tree species.				false
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		504						LN		19		13		false		           13      Mitigation Plan, the Species-13 Pronghorn Study Plan, and				false

		505						LN		19		14		false		           14      the accompanying Pronghorn Capture & Handling Procedures				false

		506						LN		19		15		false		           15      were also recently approved by Interim Executive Director				false

		507						LN		19		16		false		           16      Walker.				false

		508						LN		19		17		false		           17           Staff will continue to work with the Certificate				false

		509						LN		19		18		false		           18      Holder to review mitigation plans as required under the				false

		510						LN		19		19		false		           19      Site Certification Agreement and will keep the Council				false

		511						LN		19		20		false		           20      informed as this work progresses.				false

		512						LN		19		21		false		           21           Does the Council have any questions?				false

		513						LN		19		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		514						LN		19		23		false		           23      Seeing none, thank you, Sean.				false

		515						LN		19		24		false		           24          We will move on to Hop Hill, and Trevin Taylor will				false
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		518						LN		20		1		false		            1                        MR. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Chair Beckett				false

		519						LN		20		2		false		            2      and council members.  This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA				false

		520						LN		20		3		false		            3      Specialist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff, for				false

		521						LN		20		4		false		            4      the Hop Hill application.				false

		522						LN		20		5		false		            5          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in				false

		523						LN		20		6		false		            6      the submission of additional application materials for				false

		524						LN		20		7		false		            7      the Hop Hill project.				false

		525						LN		20		8		false		            8          Staff have scheduled an April site visit to conduct				false

		526						LN		20		9		false		            9      verification of the wetlands and waters delineation				false

		527						LN		20		10		false		           10      reports for this project.  This visit will take place on				false

		528						LN		20		11		false		           11      April 28th to verify wetlands and waters located in the				false

		529						LN		20		12		false		           12      transmission area.  On April 29th, verification of				false

		530						LN		20		13		false		           13      wetlands and water will be conducted for the new proposed				false

		531						LN		20		14		false		           14      expanded project areas.				false

		532						LN		20		15		false		           15          EFSEC is expected to receive this amendment in the				false

		533						LN		20		16		false		           16      coming months.  To best manage agency resources, we will				false

		534						LN		20		17		false		           17      be surveying both the transmission area and proposed				false

		535						LN		20		18		false		           18      expanded project areas, while both the Department of				false

		536						LN		20		19		false		           19      Ecology and EFSEC staff are available and present.				false

		537						LN		20		20		false		           20           Wetland and water verification is required to support				false

		538						LN		20		21		false		           21      a SEPA determination for this project.				false

		539						LN		20		22		false		           22           Are there any Questions?				false

		540						LN		20		23		false		           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false
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		544						LN		21		1		false		            1                        MR. TAYLOR:  This is Trevin Taylor,				false

		545						LN		21		2		false		            2      SEPA Specialist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff				false

		546						LN		21		3		false		            3      for the Wallula Gap application.				false

		547						LN		21		4		false		            4          Staff are continuing to work with Energy One, the				false

		548						LN		21		5		false		            5      applicant, and the Yakima Nation Cultural Resource				false

		549						LN		21		6		false		            6      program staff regarding impacts identified in the				false

		550						LN		21		7		false		            7      Traditional Cultural Properties, TCPs, the report				false

		551						LN		21		8		false		            8      conducted by the Yakima Nation for this application.				false

		552						LN		21		9		false		            9          Staff are working with the applicant and the				false

		553						LN		21		10		false		           10      Department of Ecology to determine if project				false

		554						LN		21		11		false		           11      modifications are needed based on information contained				false

		555						LN		21		12		false		           12      in the Department of Ecology's final wetlands and waters				false

		556						LN		21		13		false		           13      report.				false

		557						LN		21		14		false		           14           Identification of potential project impacts and				false

		558						LN		21		15		false		           15      possible mitigations is part of the EFSEC SEPA				false

		559						LN		21		16		false		           16      determination process.				false

		560						LN		21		17		false		           17          In closing, we are basically working on mitigation				false

		561						LN		21		18		false		           18      for those two ongoing issues.				false

		562						LN		21		19		false		           19           Are there any questions?				false

		563						LN		21		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the				false

		564						LN		21		21		false		           21      update.  Council members?  Okay.  Seeing none, we will				false

		565						LN		21		22		false		           22      move on to the Goldeneye BESS Project, and Joanne Snarski				false

		566						LN		21		23		false		           23      will provide an update.				false

		567						LN		21		24		false		           24                        MS. SNARSKI:  Once again, Chair				false

		568						LN		21		25		false		           25      Beckett.  Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the Siting				false
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		570						LN		22		1		false		            1      Specialist for the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy				false

		571						LN		22		2		false		            2      Storage facility in Skagit County.				false

		572						LN		22		3		false		            3          Staff are continuing to assess the potential impacts				false

		573						LN		22		4		false		            4      from the proposed project as required by the State				false

		574						LN		22		5		false		            5      Environmental Policy Act.  Additionally, we have been				false

		575						LN		22		6		false		            6      coordinating with representatives from both Department of				false

		576						LN		22		7		false		            7      Archeological and Historic Preservation and the				false

		577						LN		22		8		false		            8      Governor s Office of Indian Affairs to receive formal				false

		578						LN		22		9		false		            9      feedback from the Upper Skagit Tribe on the Cultural				false

		579						LN		22		10		false		           10      Resources Survey for the proposed BESS project.				false

		580						LN		22		11		false		           11          That's all I have.  Are there any questions?				false

		581						LN		22		12		false		           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Any questions council				false

		582						LN		22		13		false		           13      members?  Okay.  Thank you very much.				false

		583						LN		22		14		false		           14          We will move on to our various updates.  And I				false

		584						LN		22		15		false		           15      believe Nabila Gomes will be representing Mr. Walker, who				false

		585						LN		22		16		false		           16      is out today.  With that, Nabila, let me turn this to				false

		586						LN		22		17		false		           17      you.				false

		587						LN		22		18		false		           18                        MS. GOMES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett,				false

		588						LN		22		19		false		           19      Council, Staff.  I am speaking on behalf of Dave Walker,				false

		589						LN		22		20		false		           20      he's not here, the Interim Director.  Ami Hafkemeyer is				false

		590						LN		22		21		false		           21      going to give the cost allocation.  I think that's going				false

		591						LN		22		22		false		           22      first, and then I will give an update on the new employee				false

		592						LN		22		23		false		           23      and budget.				false

		593						LN		22		24		false		           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false
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		598						LN		23		3		false		            3      from April 1st through June 30, 2026.  I will not read				false

		599						LN		23		4		false		            4      each item, unless there's interest.  But these are very				false

		600						LN		23		5		false		            5      similar.  Not exactly the same from the last quarter.  We				false

		601						LN		23		6		false		            6      have made some adjustments for projected activity.				false

		602						LN		23		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me get my mic on.				false

		603						LN		23		8		false		            8      Appreciate that.  Yeah, I think we have all had a chance				false

		604						LN		23		9		false		            9      to review the document.  I think having acknowledged that				false
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		607						LN		23		12		false		           12      share a little simpler for everyone's ease of use and any				false

		608						LN		23		13		false		           13      subsequent discussion.  I meant to explain that at the				false

		609						LN		23		14		false		           14      top.				false

		610						LN		23		15		false		           15          With that, I will turn this back to Ms. Gomes.				false

		611						LN		23		16		false		           16                        MS. GOMES:  Thank you.				false

		612						LN		23		17		false		           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick, Chair				false
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		614						LN		23		19		false		           19      referenced there was not many changes from the third				false

		615						LN		23		20		false		           20      quarter.  I just wanted for other council members, is it				false

		616						LN		23		21		false		           21      useful, is it helpful to show like the prior quarter and				false
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		640						LN		24		19		false		           19      in environmental law and policy, and is intended to put				false
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		653						LN		25		6		false		            6      said, really excited to be joining EFSEC.  Since I have				false
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		655						LN		25		8		false		            8      been doing, and I am really impressed with our work				false

		656						LN		25		9		false		            9      processes, and just wanted to contribute further to				false

		657						LN		25		10		false		           10      executing our mission as an agency.  So, yeah, thank you				false
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		669						LN		25		22		false		           22      the anticipated reduction of about 15 percent, the				false
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		674						LN		26		1		false		            1      budget -- the final supplemental budget shows that there				false
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		679						LN		26		6		false		            6      more to follow on staffing up the compliance unit and				false

		680						LN		26		7		false		            7      other areas that's needed.				false

		681						LN		26		8		false		            8          Something that is not worth -- noteworthy, that is,				false
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		683						LN		26		10		false		           10      reduction of CCA funds just across the board.  As the				false

		684						LN		26		11		false		           11      general funds were reinstated, they are going to, later				false

		685						LN		26		12		false		           12      on in the budget period, there's going to be some impact				false

		686						LN		26		13		false		           13      to the climate fund.  So we will know more probably later				false

		687						LN		26		14		false		           14      in the fall as to what the impact to EFSEC will be.				false

		688						LN		26		15		false		           15      That's really important for us, because as, you know,				false

		689						LN		26		16		false		           16      it's intended to accelerate the siting process,				false

		690						LN		26		17		false		           17      especially the siting and permitting process.  So we have				false

		691						LN		26		18		false		           18      our meetings that we need to have at the Governor's				false

		692						LN		26		19		false		           19      office and OFM and whatnot, and more to follow.				false
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            1                        BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,



            2      April 15, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop Southeast,



            3      Lacey, Washington at 1:30 p.m., the following monthly



            4      meeting of the Washington State Energy Facility Site



            5      Evaluation Council was held, to wit:



            6



            7                        * * * * *



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.  This



            9      is Kurt Beckett, Chair of the Energy Facility Site



           10      Evaluation Council, calling to order our April 15, 2026,



           11      monthly meeting to order.   Ms. Grantham, if you could



           12      call roll?



           13                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.



           14      Department of Commerce?



           15                        MS. OSBORNE:  Present.  Apologies.  My



           16      camera is not working, so I am going to be off today.



           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  No worries.  Department



           18      of Ecology?



           19                        MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.



           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish and



           21      Wildlife?



           22                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin, present.



           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural



           24      Resources?



           25                        MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities &



            2      Transportation Commission?



            3                        MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik, present.



            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For government and



            5      optional state agencies, for the Hop Hill Project for



            6      Benton County, Paul Krupin?



            7          For the Wallula Gap Project for Benton County, Adam



            8      Fyall?



            9                        MR. FYALL:  Hello.  Adam Fyall is



           10      here.



           11                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Goldeneye BESS,



           12      Skagit County, Robby Eckroth?



           13                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth, present.



           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For Cascade Renewable



           15      Transmission Project for Skamania County, Asa Leckie?



           16                        MR. LECKIE:  Asa Leckie here.



           17                        MS. GRANTHAM:  City of Stevenson, Jeff



           18      Breckel?



           19                        MR. BRECKEL:  Jeff Breckel is present.



           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  City of North



           21      Bonneville, Harold Cook?  Is Council Member Cook present?



           22      I recall seeing him online.  I will move on.



           23          For Klickitat County, Jan Sokol?



           24          Moving onto Assistant Attorney General Jon Thompson.



           25                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer?



            2                        MR. PACKER:  Present.



            3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Talia Thuet?



            4          For Council staff, Ami Hafkemeyer?



            5                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.



            6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sara Randolph?



            7                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.



            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene?



            9                        MR. GREENE:  Present.



           10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski?



           11                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.



           12                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Lisa McLean?



           13                        MS. MCLEAN:  Present.



           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Trevin Taylor?



           15                        MR. TAYLOR:  Present.



           16                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Nabila Gomes?



           17                        MS. GOMES:  Present.



           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Keith Quinata?



           19                        MR. QUINATA:  Present.



           20                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Operational updates for



           21      Ostrea Solar, Jon Voltz?



           22                        MR. VOLTZ:  Present.



           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And is there anyone



           24      present for the Council for the Environment?



           25                        MR. KOROL:  Yuriy Korol and Sara
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            1      Reyneveld.



            2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.  Chair,



            3      there's a quorum for all council.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.



            5      Council members, we have an agenda before us.  I would



            6      entertain a motion to adopt the proposed agenda.



            7                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair, I move



            8      to approve the agenda for today.



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Is there a



           10      second?



           11                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  I will second.



           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Council



           13      members, I don't know of any changes to the agenda.  Are



           14      there any from you?  Hearing none, all in favor of



           15      approving the agenda as proposed, please say aye.



           16                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Okay.



           18      Motion carries.  The agenda is adopted.



           19          And moving onto our minutes from our March 18th



           20      monthly update, and while I would entertain a motion in



           21      just a moment, I need to get to my screen.  On Page 31, I



           22      had one minor item I was just going to flag for our



           23      clerk, which is on Page 31, Line 19, I am sorry, Line 12,



           24      being inclusive -- where did it -- sorry, folks.  My



           25      paper copy didn't come with me.  There was an item where
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            1      we were trying to be inclusive, and it was a different



            2      word.  Well, at the end of the day, it's a minor thing.



            3      I guess let's just move on.



            4          With that, if there's a motion to adopt the minutes,



            5      I would entertain that motion.



            6                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair, I move



            7      to approve the monthly minutes from March 18, 2026.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Is there a second?



            9                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Second.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.  All



           11      in favor of adopting the minutes as submitted, please say



           12      aye.



           13                        MULTIPLE VOICES:  Aye.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  Abstentions?



           15      Okay.  Minutes are adopted from March 18th.



           16          And moving onto our project updates, we will begin



           17      with Ostrea Solar.  Mr. Volts?



           18                        MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair



           19      Beckett, Council members, and Staff.  This is John Voltz



           20      with Cypress Creek Renewable representing the Ostrea



           21      Solar Project.  In the month of March, we continued



           22      setting up the O&M facility.  The storage warehouse is



           23      erected, the office trailers are on site.  We are



           24      currently working on getting all the utilities supplied



           25      there.  We did receive verbal communication, I guess,
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            1      e-mail communication, from the Bonneville Power



            2      Administration that the utility testing had passed;



            3      however, we were still pending to receive the commercial



            4      operation letter from the agency.  We have since received



            5      that, but have not begun generations.  We are waiting on



            6      scheduling, but we will have much more to update next



            7      month.



            8          The remaining commissioning works for the aerial



            9      scanning, infrared, and capacity availability testing are



           10      on hold until we are able to fully generate, and so we



           11      are kind of stalled until we get that final go-ahead.



           12          We do have some outstanding BMPs that need to be



           13      updated.  We currently have personnel onsite to mitigate



           14      all of those so that we can begin the process to request



           15      the NOT and close out the SWPPP.  But coming down to the



           16      end of the road, looking very promising.



           17          Those are all the updates I have O3 Solar in the



           18      month of March.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Mr. Voltz.



           20      Congratulations on approaching a big milestone.



           21          With that, we will move on to Columbia Solar.  I



           22      believe --



           23                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  Mr. Chair?



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Yes, ma'am?



           25                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  I wanted to flag
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            1      that staff Sara Randolph has an additional update for



            2      Ostrea.



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  With that, then



            4      we will stay with Ostrea Solar.  And Sara Randolph, if



            5      you please?



            6                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Good afternoon, and



            7      thank you, Chair Beckett, Council members, and Staff.



            8           For the record, this is Sara Randolph, Site



            9      Specialist for Ostrea.



           10      The facility update is provided in your packet.



           11           On March 20, 2026 staff received required documents



           12      prior to Operations for review per the Site Certification



           13      Agreement or the SCA.



           14           Documents received were:  Stormwater Pollution



           15      Protection Plan (SWPPP), Spill Prevention, Control, and



           16      Countermeasure Plan, the Emergency Plan, Site Security



           17      Plan, Health and Safety Plan, Vegetation and Weed



           18      Management Plan, and Fire Control Plan.



           19           There were no non-routine updates to report.



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Thank you.



           21                        MR. RYBARIK:  Sara, real quick.  This



           22      is Brian Rybarik from the UTC.  All of those reports were



           23      expected, and this is normal course of business, and



           24      we're just reporting that we received them, or was there



           25      a reason to separately report those?
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            1                        MS. RANDOLPH:  These are required



            2      documents per the SCA, and they will have a 90-day review



            3      period once they have been received.



            4                        MR. RYBARIK:  So we considering



            5      March 20th the received date?



            6                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Yes.



            7                        MR. RYBARIK:  Got it.



            8                        UNIDENTIFIED VOICE:  If I could add,



            9      Council Rybarik?  Per policy 1601, staff are to notify



           10      the council when plans have been received.  So that if



           11      the council wants to take up any approvals directly, you



           12      have the opportunity to do so under the delegation of



           13      authority.



           14                        MR. RYBARIK:  Got it.  Appreciate it.



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  The context helps.  I



           16      appreciate that.  Thank you, Council Rybarik.



           17          I believe that concludes, then, Ostrea?



           18          We would move on to Columbia Solar.  Please proceed,



           19      Ms. Randolph.



           20                        MS. RANDOLPH:  For the record, this is



           21      Sara Randolph, Site Specialist for Columbia Solar.  The



           22      facility update is provided in your packet.



           23          Staff was informed on February 24, 2026, after the



           24      fact, that Greenbacker sold to Altus Power on December



           25      17, 2025.  Under Washington Administrative Code or WAC
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            1      463-66-100, which is Transfer of a Site Certification



            2      Agreement or SCA:  In the event a site certification



            3      agreement is to be acquired via a merger, leveraged



            4      buy-out, or other change in corporate or partnership



            5      ownership, the successor in interest must file a formal



            6      petition under the terms of this section to continue



            7      operation or other activities at the certificated site. 



            8           Staff are working to schedule an informational



            9      meeting on the amendment request.



           10           We will be contacting Council members for



           11      availability to hold an informational hearing.



           12           Details of the hearing will be notified to the public



           13      once available.



           14           Following the informational meeting and review of



           15      comments received, staff will prepare documents to support



           16      the Council's action on the request, which will be posted



           17      for public comment prior to Council vote on the request.



           18           there are no non-routine updates to report.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Any questions or



           20      comments from council on the evolution of this project?



           21      I guess I would add a brief comment, Ms. Randolph, which



           22      I think is standard procedure, but having not



           23      participated in a change of ownership before on a



           24      project, certainly, in this maybe at times more



           25      perception than reality, but as ownership transfers are
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            1      the commitments carried over the new owner, and I believe



            2      that is endemic to the core of EFSEC's process.  But I



            3      know out in the real world at times, transfers, you know,



            4      sometimes commitments are lost in those transfers.  So I



            5      would just try to emphasize that in some of our



            6      communication and review.



            7          So with that added comment, unless that sparks



            8      others, we will move on to the Carriger Solar Project.



            9                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



           10      and Council members.  For the record, this is Joanne



           11      Snarski, the Siting Specialist for the Carriger Solar



           12      facility in Klickitat County.



           13           The process of current judicial review of this



           14      project with the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the



           15      Yakima Nation is continuing and being handled by our AAG,



           16      Assistant Attorney General.  However, EFSEC staff are



           17      continuing to discuss Carriger's timing for submitting



           18      the construction plans required by the Site Certification



           19      Agreement.  We anticipate a few draft plans in the coming



           20      weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.



           21           That's all I have.  May I answer any questions?



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           23      Seeing none, thank you, Ms. Snarski.



           24          We will move on to Cascade Renewable Transmission



           25      Project.  And Trevin Taylor will be providing our update
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            1      today.



            2          Let me just note, as always, thank you to our local



            3      representatives, Council Leckie and Breckel.  I believe



            4      we have a couple of new members who will be joining us



            5      soon.  But just with acknowledging that, let me turn it



            6      back to Trevin for the full update.



            7                        MR. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Chair Beckett,



            8      and Council members.  This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA



            9      Specialist assigned to the Cascade Renewable Transmission



           10      Project.  I am also presenting on behalf of Project



           11      Siting Specialist, Maria Belkina.



           12           Following issuance of the initial data request,



           13      EFSEC is continuing coordination with the applicant



           14      regarding responses and clarification of the process for



           15      submitting additional information.



           16           Preparation for the SEPA process is ongoing.  On



           17      April 7, staff notified the applicant of an anticipated



           18      determination of significance pursuant to RCW



           19      80.50.090(3)(a).  This morning, April 15, staff received



           20      a response from the applicant to proceed with our review.



           21      EFSEC has finalized the scoping memorandum.  It is



           22      anticipated to open the SEPA register as of May 1, 2026,



           23      for 30 days.  Details of the Scoping period and



           24      associated comment hearing periods will be notified to



           25      the public and made available on EFSEC's project website.
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            1           EFSEC continues coordination with state and federal



            2      agencies.  The Department of Ecology has indicated that



            3      comments are forthcoming, and ongoing coordination is



            4      occurring with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and



            5      Oregon State agencies to support alignment of SEPA and



            6      NEPA processes.



            7           Tribal outreach is also ongoing.  Consultation



            8      request letters have been distributed, and EFSEC is



            9      tracking responses and scheduling



           10      government-to-government consultations.



           11           We have continued to receive appointment letters for



           12      Council members representing the local jurisdictions.



           13      Representatives have been appointed for Skamania and



           14      Klickitat Counties, and the cities of Stevenson, Camas,



           15      and North Bonneville.  Responses are still pending for



           16      Clark County and the City of Bingen.  The Port of



           17      Skamania has declined to appoint a nonvoting council



           18      member.



           19           Lastly, staff are coordinating with the Columbia



           20      Gorge Commission and the Skamania County Planning



           21      Department for the review and implementation of codes and



           22      requirements for the National Scenic Area.



           23           I would be happy to answer any questions.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good update.  Council



           25      members, comments or questions?
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            1                        MR. SOKOL:  Mr. Chairman, I apologize.



            2      I guess my mic was muted.  This is Jan Sokol,



            3      representing Klickitat County on the CRT project.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council



            5      Sokol.  Appreciate you being here today, as well as being



            6      sure to -- we will have you marked down as attending.



            7      Thank you for that.



            8                        MR. SOKOL:  Yeah.



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Seeing no other hands



           10      raised, we will move on to the Horse Heaven Project.



           11      Sean Green will provide an update.



           12                        MR. GREEN:  Thank you.  Good



           13      afternoon, Chair Beckett and Council members.



           14                        MR. RYBARIK:  Chair Beckett, real



           15      quick, Asa Leckie did raise their hand at the end there



           16      if we want to do the CRT.



           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



           18                        MR. LECKIE:  Thank you.  I am sorry.



           19      It was a little bit of a delayed reaction.  Yeah.  One of



           20      the questions I am getting from locals is if this



           21      renewable project gets through, is this going to be the



           22      only line, or does this permitting process open the



           23      gateway for multiple lines to go down the Columbia River?



           24      Thank you.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me look to staff
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            1      to make sure the answer is accurate.



            2                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  This is Ami



            3      Hafkemeyer.  This application and review is only for this



            4      project.  Any other interested parties looking to develop



            5      other projects, or other lines, or other infrastructure,



            6      would have to apply and be reviewed accordingly.  The



            7      review in front of us is only for this proposal.



            8                        MR. LECKIE:  Got it.  Thank you.  The



            9      concern is that if this is approved, does this make it



           10      easier for subsequent projects of a similar nature to



           11      pass review?  Thank you.



           12                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I mean, only -- I



           13      don't think I can speak to future projects without having



           14      an application in front of us.  To my knowledge, there's



           15      nothing else proposed in the area.  I have not heard of



           16      anything in pre-application or pre-development.  So, to



           17      my knowledge, this is the only project under



           18      consideration.



           19                        MR. LECKIE:  Okay.  Thank you.



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the



           21      question, Council Leckie.



           22          All right.  Then we will move on to Horse Heaven.



           23                        MR. GREENE:  Thank you.  Again, this



           24      is Sean Greene, SEPA Specialist for EFSEC, reporting on



           25      behalf Amy Moon.
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            1          In March, staff reported that the Horse Heaven



            2      Certificate Holder had submitted a Land & Shoreline Use



            3      Dryland Farming Management Plan and a Livestock



            4      Management Plan, as well as a request to remove three



            5      trees in compliance with the Vegetation-1 Tree Avoidance



            6      mitigation measure.



            7           The two management plans and the tree removal



            8      request were approved by the EFSEC Interim Executive



            9      Director, Dave Walker, in early April.  As a note, the



           10      tree removal approval included a condition requiring



           11      in-kind tree replacement with native tree species.



           12           Approval of the Habitat-1 Wildlife Movement Corridor



           13      Mitigation Plan, the Species-13 Pronghorn Study Plan, and



           14      the accompanying Pronghorn Capture & Handling Procedures



           15      were also recently approved by Interim Executive Director



           16      Walker.



           17           Staff will continue to work with the Certificate



           18      Holder to review mitigation plans as required under the



           19      Site Certification Agreement and will keep the Council



           20      informed as this work progresses.



           21           Does the Council have any questions?



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           23      Seeing none, thank you, Sean.



           24          We will move on to Hop Hill, and Trevin Taylor will



           25      be providing the report.
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            1                        MR. TAYLOR:  Thank you, Chair Beckett



            2      and council members.  This is Trevin Taylor, SEPA



            3      Specialist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff, for



            4      the Hop Hill application.



            5          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant in



            6      the submission of additional application materials for



            7      the Hop Hill project.



            8          Staff have scheduled an April site visit to conduct



            9      verification of the wetlands and waters delineation



           10      reports for this project.  This visit will take place on



           11      April 28th to verify wetlands and waters located in the



           12      transmission area.  On April 29th, verification of



           13      wetlands and water will be conducted for the new proposed



           14      expanded project areas.



           15          EFSEC is expected to receive this amendment in the



           16      coming months.  To best manage agency resources, we will



           17      be surveying both the transmission area and proposed



           18      expanded project areas, while both the Department of



           19      Ecology and EFSEC staff are available and present.



           20           Wetland and water verification is required to support



           21      a SEPA determination for this project.



           22           Are there any Questions?



           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           24      Seeing none, we will move on to Wallula Gap, and



           25      Mr. Taylor will provide that update also.
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            1                        MR. TAYLOR:  This is Trevin Taylor,



            2      SEPA Specialist, on behalf of John Barnes, EFSEC staff



            3      for the Wallula Gap application.



            4          Staff are continuing to work with Energy One, the



            5      applicant, and the Yakima Nation Cultural Resource



            6      program staff regarding impacts identified in the



            7      Traditional Cultural Properties, TCPs, the report



            8      conducted by the Yakima Nation for this application.



            9          Staff are working with the applicant and the



           10      Department of Ecology to determine if project



           11      modifications are needed based on information contained



           12      in the Department of Ecology's final wetlands and waters



           13      report.



           14           Identification of potential project impacts and



           15      possible mitigations is part of the EFSEC SEPA



           16      determination process.



           17          In closing, we are basically working on mitigation



           18      for those two ongoing issues.



           19           Are there any questions?



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



           21      update.  Council members?  Okay.  Seeing none, we will



           22      move on to the Goldeneye BESS Project, and Joanne Snarski



           23      will provide an update.



           24                        MS. SNARSKI:  Once again, Chair



           25      Beckett.  Again, this is Joanne Snarski, the Siting
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            1      Specialist for the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy



            2      Storage facility in Skagit County.



            3          Staff are continuing to assess the potential impacts



            4      from the proposed project as required by the State



            5      Environmental Policy Act.  Additionally, we have been



            6      coordinating with representatives from both Department of



            7      Archeological and Historic Preservation and the



            8      Governor s Office of Indian Affairs to receive formal



            9      feedback from the Upper Skagit Tribe on the Cultural



           10      Resources Survey for the proposed BESS project.



           11          That's all I have.  Are there any questions?



           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Any questions council



           13      members?  Okay.  Thank you very much.



           14          We will move on to our various updates.  And I



           15      believe Nabila Gomes will be representing Mr. Walker, who



           16      is out today.  With that, Nabila, let me turn this to



           17      you.



           18                        MS. GOMES:  Thank you, Chair Beckett,



           19      Council, Staff.  I am speaking on behalf of Dave Walker,



           20      he's not here, the Interim Director.  Ami Hafkemeyer is



           21      going to give the cost allocation.  I think that's going



           22      first, and then I will give an update on the new employee



           23      and budget.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



           25                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Thank you.  Provided
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            1      in your packet is the non-direct cost allocation case for



            2      fourth quarter fiscal year 2026.  This covers the period



            3      from April 1st through June 30, 2026.  I will not read



            4      each item, unless there's interest.  But these are very



            5      similar.  Not exactly the same from the last quarter.  We



            6      have made some adjustments for projected activity.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Let me get my mic on.



            8      Appreciate that.  Yeah, I think we have all had a chance



            9      to review the document.  I think having acknowledged that



           10      briefly here in the public session.  Let me also note, we



           11      had the cost allocation up first just to keep the screen



           12      share a little simpler for everyone's ease of use and any



           13      subsequent discussion.  I meant to explain that at the



           14      top.



           15          With that, I will turn this back to Ms. Gomes.



           16                        MS. GOMES:  Thank you.



           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick, Chair



           18      Beckett, before we go away from that.  What was



           19      referenced there was not many changes from the third



           20      quarter.  I just wanted for other council members, is it



           21      useful, is it helpful to show like the prior quarter and



           22      then this quarter's cost allocations, just so we can see



           23      if there is a significant change?  That that's a little



           24      easier for us to visualize.  I am wonder for other



           25      council members.  Because in my mind, that is kind of the
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            1      more interesting piece of this, is if there's a change,



            2      rather than what the allocation is.



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



            4      suggestion.  And it sparks a couple of other probably



            5      larger questions about this part of our process, in my



            6      own mind, so just speaking for myself.  And in this case,



            7      I probably suggest that I do a little follow-up with



            8      staff on your suggestion, as well as a couple of my



            9      larger thoughts in the background, if that's okay?



           10                        MR. RYBARIK:  No, that sounds good.



           11      Appreciate it.



           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate it.  All



           13      right.  We will go back to Nabila Gomes.



           14                        MS. GOMES:  So, EFSEC staff, we are



           15      pleased to introduce Keith Quinata to EFSEC.  He joins



           16      EFSEC as our Deputy for Siting and Compliance.  We are



           17      beyond thrilled to have him join the team, obviously, for



           18      a lot of reasons.  But Keith has an extensive background



           19      in environmental law and policy, and is intended to put



           20      the expertise to work here at EFSEC.  As he gets caught



           21      up on EFSEC's current projects, he brings



           22      forward-thinking approach to EFSEC with a focus on



           23      continuous improvement across our siting and compliance



           24      framework.  So we are excited to have him.  We are



           25      looking forward.  He started the 1st of April in Ami
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            1      Hafkemeyer's team.  So I will hand it over, Keith, if



            2      there's something you would like to say.



            3                        MR. QUINATA:  Sure.  Good afternoon,



            4      everyone.  Thank you Chair Beckett, Council members.  For



            5      the record, my name is Keith Quinata.  And like Nabila



            6      said, really excited to be joining EFSEC.  Since I have



            7      joined, I have just seen the incredible work EFSEC has



            8      been doing, and I am really impressed with our work



            9      processes, and just wanted to contribute further to



           10      executing our mission as an agency.  So, yeah, thank you



           11      for the opportunity.



           12                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for



           13      application and welcome aboard.  I know everyone is



           14      excited to have you here.  And, certainly, we know



           15      Ms. Hafkemeyer's group can use your added assistance in



           16      terms of just dealing with some of the capacity demands



           17      on the agency.  Welcome.



           18                        MS. GOMES:  Okay.  And moving on to



           19      the budget update.  At a prior council meeting, EFSEC



           20      updated the council on potential budgetary reductions.



           21      Since the signing of the Governor's supplemental budget,



           22      the anticipated reduction of about 15 percent, the



           23      $240,000, have been returned.  So we are actually not



           24      going to be getting a reduction in our general fund



           25      spending, so that's very good for us.  The final

�

                                                                           26





            1      budget -- the final supplemental budget shows that there



            2      will be no reduction to the general fund as originally



            3      forecasted.  And the approved budget also provides EFSEC



            4      with the opportunity to add in additional staff, like



            5      additional technical staff, which we intend to do.  So



            6      more to follow on staffing up the compliance unit and



            7      other areas that's needed.



            8          Something that is not worth -- noteworthy, that is,



            9      is that the CCA funds -- or there may be an expected



           10      reduction of CCA funds just across the board.  As the



           11      general funds were reinstated, they are going to, later



           12      on in the budget period, there's going to be some impact



           13      to the climate fund.  So we will know more probably later



           14      in the fall as to what the impact to EFSEC will be.



           15      That's really important for us, because as, you know,



           16      it's intended to accelerate the siting process,



           17      especially the siting and permitting process.  So we have



           18      our meetings that we need to have at the Governor's



           19      office and OFM and whatnot, and more to follow.



           20          The good news is that it's not directing our



           21      operations at this moment, which was our original fear



           22      with a reduction of 15 percent.  This is good.



           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Let me



           24      just adjust a brief comment, if I may, and then I will



           25      turn this for question and discussion from the council.
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            1      So, one, thank you for the update and, obviously, I think



            2      everyone should know, we will do the best we can with the



            3      resources we have been given.  And if that's more than



            4      what might have been, we will continue to try and, again,



            5      make the biggest impact for each dollar.



            6          From a conversation earlier with Ms. Gomes, it was



            7      on full display, unfortunately, but we are all having to



            8      deal with these challenging fiscal realities, and



            9      probably for some time, the CCA dollar reductions, they



           10      are going to hit other partner agencies much harder than



           11      whatever ultimately, you know, comes to be bottom-line



           12      clawback for EFSEC.  Ecology would probably be at the top



           13      of that list.  It's just reflective of as much as we try



           14      to be as clear and clearer on our processes and different



           15      inputs that go to it, ultimately, EFSEC runs on a lot of



           16      other partner agencies.  And as their work is affected in



           17      these other ways, it can come creeping back into some of



           18      EFSEC's path and process.  I just want to acknowledge



           19      that to those other partner agencies that may have it



           20      harder than EFSEC, so we will all work together just to



           21      make the best, I guess, kind of the hard time that we are



           22      facing fiscally in the State at this point.



           23          With that comment, let me turn it back to council



           24      for other questions or comments.  Council Pamplin.



           25                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.
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            1      Ms. Gomes, as we are always addressing our current



            2      budget, we are looking at how to implement the



            3      supplemental, and then our eyes in government are always



            4      looking ahead at next biennium.  And, at least for



            5      Department of Fish and Wildlife, and I think other state



            6      agencies, we have to submit our request into the



            7      Governor's office in, I think, by like September.  And so



            8      I was just curious as to what the process was for EFSEC



            9      as you are developing either agency request legislation,



           10      or your 2729 operating project?  What does that process



           11      look like, and what is the role of the council in either



           12      reviewing or just being apprised of those developments?



           13      Thank you.



           14                        MS. GOMES:  We had our -- like most



           15      state agencies, we had to provide OFM -- we partner



           16      through DES as a small agency.  But we created our



           17      anticipated budget, especially with our staffing needs,



           18      and identified any key projects, or anywhere -- any area



           19      of the budget that we need to increase or just staff up



           20      based off our own EFSEC strategic plan, and we provided



           21      that to OFM.



           22          My assumption is we will hear back from OFM probably



           23      within the next month or so, which is the reason why I



           24      said maybe in like about August, September time we will



           25      have a better update to provide something more tangible
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            1      to the council.  But we did provide our preliminary



            2      budget, which did include additional staffing, like a



            3      staff member for IT and some of our major asks that we



            4      think we should have, especially so we can get the



            5      workflow going.  I am assuming, probably, as the



            6      conversations continue to be had, we would know more,



            7      probably, around June or July as to what would need to be



            8      brought forward.



            9          Most of our budget is internal operating, so it



           10      depends on what the council would like to see.  If you



           11      would like to see the final budget when it's at



           12      80 percent, or whatever percentage is, we can definitely



           13      give a budget update when we know more for sure.  But



           14      once the budget is allocated itself, and it says this is



           15      where our CCA funds land, our general funds, etc., that



           16      will be an updated that will be provided as well.



           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the



           18      question.  Other questions or comments from council



           19      members?  Councilman Rybarik?



           20                        MR. RYBARIK:  Really just a comment,



           21      not a question.  And just echoing, Chair Beckett, your



           22      sentiments there of, you know, in general, I think good



           23      news today in that the general fund issues that were



           24      brought to us at the last council meeting have been at



           25      least addressed, in the near term, of course, with that
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            1      eye towards the CCA funds.  But I suppose the news could



            2      have been bad on both fronts.  That it would have been a



            3      reduction in general funds and a reduction CCA funds.  So



            4      good news in the short term.  But as Council Pamplin and



            5      everybody has noted, it's tough fiscal times.  So a



            6      little bit of a good news is always helpful, but also



            7      looking to the future.  So appreciate the work here and



            8      appreciate the good news for today.



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  Other



           10      comments?



           11          Seeing none, I believe that concludes the director's



           12      updates.



           13          Anything else, Ms. Gomes, just to double-check?



           14                        MS. GOMES:  That's it.



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Then we will



           16      move on our last item with Lisa McLean and a tribal



           17      update.



           18                        MS. MCLEAN:  Good afternoon, Chair



           19      Beckett, and Council members.  Lisa McLean, for the



           20      record, Legislative and Policy Manager and Tribal



           21      Liaison, to give an update on our progress in



           22      strengthening tribal relations.  Wanted to update you on



           23      the tribal consultation policy that we have been working



           24      on.  We had -- since we last talked, we put out the -- we



           25      developed a new policy.  We put it out for comment.  We
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            1      had a meeting, a virtual meeting, with tribes on



            2      March 23rd.  And we also got a written comment from the



            3      Cowlitz.  And that -- the comments that we got were



            4      really useful.  Basically, one of the questions was, you



            5      know, please can you explain a little bit better how --



            6      what the role of the Department of Archeology and



            7      Historic Preservation is.  Wanted to get some more



            8      information about what financial support is EFSEC able to



            9      provide, and in what way is that able to be requested



           10      from us.  And then just some general comments from



           11      different angles about how to refine the language to make



           12      sure that it's precise and that it's understood; plain



           13      language suggestions that we got.  So all of that's been



           14      wrapped up and gone through different review processes



           15      this year internally with EFSEC.



           16          And just starting tomorrow, probably, we will resend



           17      it out to the tribes for a last commenting.  They



           18      actually had until the 28th of April.  But in the course



           19      of the meeting on March 23rd, I promised to rejigger the



           20      document, send it out to them, and give tribes another



           21      30 days to comment.  So if we can get the document out



           22      this week, then, basically, we will have it, probably, by



           23      -- May 17th will be the deadline for them to return final



           24      comments to us, and we should have a final document by



           25      the end of May.  I think that's what --
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            1          The other thing that's in the document is some



            2      changes based on the fact that actually HB 2496 regarding



            3      our tribal consultation actually passed.  Because when we



            4      first wrote it, it was just an idea.  We didn't know if



            5      that was going to pass.  That's that.



            6          Moving on, as we bring up that bill, HB 3496, that



            7      was signed by the Governor on March 30th.  Interim



            8      Executive Director Dave Walker and I were able to attend



            9      the bill signing instead of the chair, who was out of



           10      state at the time.  And that was a nice event.



           11          That week, we sent out letters to all tribes



           12      describing -- chair sent out letters describing what



           13      change was made, acknowledging the productive



           14      relationship that we had -- the collaboration we had with



           15      Yakima on developing that.  And also, we sent thank you



           16      letters to the House and Senate sponsors, Representative



           17      Chris Sterns and Senator Shewmake.  And we got back some



           18      nice replies from several different areas, so that was



           19      nice.



           20          And then, lastly, in the coming two weeks, we have



           21      -- Chair Beckett and staff are going to be traveling to



           22      Colville and Cowlitz for government-to-government



           23      consultations on pre-application, and on the project that



           24      was currently under review.  And we've also, I think it



           25      was mentioned by Trevin, we've also reached out to a
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            1      number of different tribes to request consultations on



            2      the Carriage Project -- I am sorry.  The Cascade



            3      Renewable Transmission Project.



            4          I continue, as tribal liaison, to participate in a



            5      number of different meetings with regard to the -- from



            6      the Governor's Office of Indian Affairs working to



            7      implement some of the directives from Executive Order



            8      2510, and getting prepared for the centennial quarter,



            9      which has been scheduled for the second week of October.



           10      So, as our colleague, Ms. Gomes, is working on the



           11      budget, we are already preparing for the centennial



           12      report.



           13          That's the basic update.  I think the only thing I



           14      forgot to say in the update is a question has come up



           15      about our legislation.  It will actually take effect on



           16      June 11, 2026.  That's when it will be effective in law.



           17      Any questions?



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



           19      update.  Council, questions or comments?  Councilman



           20      Rybarik?



           21                        MR. RYBARIK:  Lisa, thanks for the



           22      update.  Thanks for the memo and materials.  One, just



           23      recognition of appreciate the fast work to incorporate



           24      feedback, as well as the provisions of HB 2496 in this



           25      policy.  Thanks for the fast work there.
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            1          One is just a comment as this goes out for



            2      additional comments.  As I was looking at the current



            3      draft, the header in the document has like a weird



            4      reference listing.  You might want to just check that to



            5      make sure, as we send this out, that that gets removed.



            6          And then more substantive than that, in looking at



            7      the Cowlitz's comments, they sent a very helpful matrix.



            8      But one of the questions in there, and I am going to get



            9      it up in front of me just to make sure, is they talk



           10      about the federally recognized tribes and then the



           11      language that the policy uses to sort of describe how it



           12      applies, and they -- they say their understanding is this



           13      means both the treaty and treaty-free tribes in



           14      Washington State will have the opportunity to engage in



           15      meaningful government-to-government consolation with



           16      EFSEC.  I just want to verify from your perspective that



           17      the Cowlitz request there for clarification that we



           18      address that, and just make sure that we are all clear on



           19      how the policy is to apply in both treaty and what they



           20      refer to as treaty-free tribes in Washington State.



           21                        MS. MCLEAN:  Yeah.  Thank you for the



           22      question.  Yeah, thanks for the callout on the header.  I



           23      will get that fixed before we send it out.



           24          On that question, yeah, that was a really helpful



           25      comment, because we have been using a shorthand of tribes
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            1      with -- "located in or with rights in Washington State,"



            2      that's a shorthand.  So what we have used in the



            3      definition section, and in a sort of definitional -- kind



            4      of third paragraph, where it says, "This policy applies



            5      to EFSEC's interaction with federal tribes (tribes)" and



            6      then it goes on.  We are taking that language directly



            7      from our statute, because that's where it says, "Federal



            8      recognized tribes that possess resources, rights, or



            9      interests preserved and protected by."  That's there.



           10      Plus, it's in the definition of a federally recognized



           11      tribe.  And then we took -- we are taking out the



           12      continual reference to federally recognized tribes.



           13      Referring to it instead tribes, because that's what we



           14      have defined as the definition in the definition section.



           15      So try to kind of a combination of making the language



           16      more precise, and simplifying it a little bit by not



           17      referring to it in different ways in different parts of



           18      the policy, but referring to it in a consistent way.



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate the



           20      question for sure.  And, I guess, just to put one other



           21      word out there that may not be in the policy, but there



           22      are executive order -- tribes by executive order rather



           23      than treaty.  And I think this is kind of one of those



           24      topics that is less between the tribes of Washington and



           25      the State of Washington, but rather, sometimes, how the
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            1      operations within -- for intertribal issues between those



            2      tribes and the federal government.  But it's certainly an



            3      issue.  Ultimately, EFSEC operates on the basis of if



            4      there's federal recognition, then we are engaging with



            5      you.  That ultimately means 32 tribes:  29 in Washington,



            6      3 in Oregon, they're signatories to the centennial



            7      accord.  By example, though, there's another Oregon tribe



            8      that's asked to participate on the Cascade Renewable



            9      Transmission Project.  So, you know, there are other



           10      means that tribes come to engage with EFSEC.  And,



           11      ultimately, we try to engage with those proactively and



           12      with whom to engage with us.  So, hope that context



           13      helps.



           14          Other comments, questions?



           15          I would just make one closing comment back on the



           16      Cowlitz tribe's letter.  And I appreciated Chairman Fyall



           17      and his staff in support in the council with Cowlitz for



           18      a very thoughtful and thorough letter.  And beyond the



           19      just kudos and appreciation, I really liked the format.



           20      I appreciate you calling out the table, Council Rybarik.



           21      But in particular, between the comment number, the page



           22      number, our excerpt, their comment, they also -- I just



           23      think it's a good example, and maybe there's others, if



           24      people want to, you know, loop back with staff, but they



           25      characterize their interest level on each comment, so

�

                                                                           37





            1      critical, suggestion, editorial.  And I just thought that



            2      was a very operational constructive and functional way to



            3      go.  So, I would encourage that use, whether it's us with



            4      others, or those who are engaging with EFSEC, I thought



            5      it was, you know, a great addition to the record as well



            6      as something we could all learn from.



            7          With that, are there closing comments in general, or



            8      other closing tribal questions in case my comments



            9      sparked any?  Council members?  Council Nelson.



           10                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.



           11      So, to the Cowlitz Tribe letter comment No. 7, I was



           12      wondering about -- so sounds like they will be notified



           13      when an application is submitted for pre-consultation.



           14      But to that question, it was kind of unclear to me, is



           15      there like a separate notification when SEPA is conducted



           16      to that -- their question about, "It may be assumed that



           17      it was already part of the site certification agreements,



           18      but please consider making a list of topics that may



           19      trigger government-to-government."  I was wondering if



           20      they get notified at the beginning, or it there's like



           21      multiple kinds of points through the process, or if



           22      that's just like -- that would -- how do I say this?



           23      Like takes place as a standard public notification, or if



           24      there's like a step mechanism for that?



           25                        MS. MCLEAN:  So --
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            1                        MR. NELSON:  I am just asking for



            2      information.  I don't have any kind of right answer.



            3                        MS. MCLEAN:  Yeah, no.  I appreciate



            4      the question.  Yes, we -- we are not going to address



            5      that, because sort of -- SEPA is so infused in our



            6      process that we believe that -- it is part of that



            7      process.  And I am going to point this out to Cowlitz.



            8      Is that the review of the application for site



            9      certification and the identified facility impacts, and



           10      associated mitigation measures, all of that is what we



           11      promise to notify on, and we are going to notify about



           12      that.  So if you have a determination of -- you know, we



           13      make a threshold determination, we will notify, you know.



           14      So all of that is part of the application process.  And,



           15      I guess, as I just feel like this document is getting



           16      longer and longer and longer, I kind of -- it's the only



           17      one that I am going to respectfully ask Cowlitz if they



           18      can accept that we are, not just assuming, but it is a



           19      major part of our application review process that should



           20      be assumed to be inside, and it will include these



           21      processes, I think, is -- I think I am being a little bit



           22      confusing, but --



           23                        MR. NELSON:  No, that clarified it.



           24      Thank you so much.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Last call for
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            1      any comments or questions?  All right.  Seeing none or



            2      hearing none, I will adjourn us at 2:14 p.m.  Thank you



            3      all for your time and participation.



            4          (Meeting adjourned at 2:14 p.m.)
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