


______________________________________________________________
· · · · · · · · · · · WASHINGTON STATE

· · · · · ·ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL

· · · · · · · · · · · ·MONTHLY MEETING

______________________________________________________________

· · · · · · · · · · · · ·May 20, 2026

· · · · · · · · · · · Lacey, Washington

· · Reporter:· John M. S. Botelho, CCR, RPR



·1· · · · · · · · · · · · APPEARANCES

·2
· · ·STATE AGENCY MEMBERS:
·3
· · · · · Kurt Beckett, Chair
·4
· · · · · Elizabeth Osborne, Department of Commerce
·5
· · · · · Blake Nelson, Department of Ecology
·6
· · · · · Nate Pamplin, Department of Fish and Wildlife
·7
· · · · · Kate Dean, Department of Natural Resources
·8
· · · · · Brian Rybarik,
·9· · · · Utilities & Transportation Commission

10

11· ·LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND OPTIONAL STATE AGENCIES:

12· · · · Wallula Gap:

13· · · · · · Adam Fyall, Benton County

14· · · · Goldeneye BESS:

15· · · · · · Robby Eckroth, Skagit County

16· · · · Cascade Renewable Transmission:

17· · · · · · Asa Leckie, Skamania County

18· · · · · · Jeff Breckel, City of Stevenson

19· · · · · · Harold Cook, City of North Bonneville

20· · · · · · Jan Sokol, Klickitat County

21· · · · · · Jennifer Senescu, City of Camas

22

23· ·ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS GENERAL:

24· · · · Jon Thompson· · · · · · · ·Talia Thuet

25· · · · Zack Packer



·1· · · · · · · · · APPEARANCES (Continuing)

·2
· · ·COUNCIL STAFF:
·3
· · · · ·Dave Walker· · · · · · · · John Barnes
·4
· · · · ·Ami Hafkemeyer· · · · · · ·Joanne Snarski
·5
· · · · ·Joan Owens· · · · · · · · ·Alex Shiley
·6
· · · · ·Andrea Grantham· · · · · · Maria Belkina
·7
· · · · ·Sara Randolph· · · · · · · Keith Quinata
·8
· · · · ·Sean Greene
·9

10
· · ·OPERATIONAL UPDATES:
11
· · · · · Jarred Caseday
12· · · · Kittitas Valley Wind, EDP Renewables

13· · · · Sara Randolph
· · · · · Columbia Solar
14
· · · · · Sara Randolph
15· · · · Goose Prairie Solar, Brookfield Renewable

16· · · · Jon Voltz
· · · · · Ostrea Solar, Cypress Creek Renewables
17

18
· · ·COUNSEL FOR THE ENVIRONMENT:
19
· · · · · Sarah Reyneveld
20
· · · · · Yuriy Korol
21

22

23

24

25



·1· · · · · · · · · · · · ·MEETING INDEX

·2· · ·EVENT:· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·PAGE NO.

·3· ·Call to order· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·5

·4· ·Roll call· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·5

·5· ·Proposed agenda· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 11

·6· ·Minutes

·7· · · ·April 15, 2026, monthly meeting minutes· · · · 13

·8· ·Projects

·9· · · ·Columbia Solar· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·16

10· · · ·Goose Prairie Solar· · · · · · · · · · · · · · 17

11· · · ·Ostrea Solar· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·22

12· · · ·Carriger Solar· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·25

13· · · ·Cascade Renewables Transmission· · · · · · · · 25

14· · · ·Horse Heaven· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·31

15· · · ·Hop Hill Solar· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·32

16· · · ·Wallula Gap Solar· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 33

17· · · ·Goldeneye BESS· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·33

18· · · ·Kittitas Valley Wind Power Project· · · · · · ·34

19· ·Other

20· · · ·Director update· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 36

21· · · ·Council discussion· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·43

22· ·Adjournment· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 51

23

24

25



·1· · · · · · · · · · ·BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,

·2· ·May 20, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop Southeast,

·3· ·Lacey, Washington, at 1:31 p.m., the following

·4· ·monthly meeting of the Washington State Energy

·5· ·Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to wit:

·6

·7· · · · · · · · · · · ·<<<<<< >>>>>>

·8

·9· · · · · · · · · · ·CHAIR BECKETT:· Good afternoon.

10· ·This is Kurt Beckett, chair of the EFSEC Council,

11· ·calling our May 20th meeting to order.· It's

12· ·1:31 p.m.

13· · · ·And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,

14· ·please.

15· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. GRANTHAM:· Certainly, Chair.

16· · · ·Department of Commerce.

17· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. OSBORNE:· Elizabeth Osborne,

18· ·present.

19· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. GRANTHAM:· Department of

20· ·Ecology.

21· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. NELSON:· Blake Nelson, present.

22· · · · · · · · · · ·MS. GRANTHAM:· Department of Fish

23· ·and Wildlife.

24· · · · · · · · · · ·MR. PAMPLIN:· Nate Pamplin,

25· ·present.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Department of Natural

·2· ·Resources.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Kate Dean, present.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Utilities and

·5· ·Transportation Commission.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Brian Rybarik,

·7· ·present.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· For local government

·9· ·and optional State agencies:· For the Hop Hill solar

10· ·project, for Benton County.

11· · · · For the Wallula Gap project for Benton County.

12· · · · · · · · · · · MR. FYALL:· Adam Fyall, Benton

13· ·County, is here.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

15· · · · For Goldeneye BESS for Skagit County.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MR. ECKROTH:· Robby Eckroth,

17· ·present.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· For the Cascade

19· ·Renewable Transmission Project for Skamania County.

20· · · · For the City of Stevenson.

21· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BRECKEL:· Jeff Breckel for the

22· ·City of Stevenson, present.

23· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

24· · · · For the City of North Bonneville.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. COOK:· Harold Cook for North



·1· ·Bonneville, present.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

·3· · · · For Klickitat County.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MR. SOKOL:· Jan Sokol for Klickitat

·5· ·County, present.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

·7· · · · And for the City of Camas.· Camas.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MS. SENESCU:· Jennifer Senescu,

·9· ·present.

10· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

11· · · · Moving on to assistant attorney generals.· Jon

12· ·Thompson.

13· · · · · · · · · · · MR. THOMPSON:· Present.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Zack Packer.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PACKER:· Present.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· And Talia Thuet.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MS. THUET:· Present.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Now to Council staff.

19· ·Dave Walker.

20· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Present.

21· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Ami Hafkemeyer.

22· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· Present.

23· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Amy Moon.

24· · · · Sara Randolph.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MS. RANDOLPH:· Present.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Sean Greene.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MR. GREENE:· Present.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· John Barnes.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BARNES:· Present.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Joanne Snarski.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MS. SNARSKI:· Present.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· And Maria Belkina.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MS. BELKINA:· Present.

·9· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Moving on to

10· ·operational updates.· I'll call those anticipated to

11· ·speak today.

12· · · · For Kittitas Valley Wind, Jarred Caseday.

13· · · · · · · · · · · MR. CASEDAY:· Jarred Caseday,

14· ·present.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Columbia Solar.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MS. RANDOLPH:· This is Sara

17· ·Randolph.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Goose Prairie Solar.

19· · · · · · · · · · · MS. RANDOLPH:· I'll be speaking on

20· ·behalf of that facility.

21· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· And that is Sara

22· ·Randolph?

23· · · · · · · · · · · MS. RANDOLPH:· Yes.

24· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

25· · · · Goose Prairie Solar.



·1· · · · Sara, will you speak for Goose Prairie Solar as

·2· ·well if they do not show up?

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MS. RANDOLPH:· Yes.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

·5· · · · And, lastly, Ostrea Solar.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· Jon Voltz, present.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

·8· · · · Finally, is there anyone here for the counsel for

·9· ·the environment?

10· · · · · · · · · · · MS. REYNEVELD:· Yes.· Sarah

11· ·Reyneveld and Yuriy Korol are present.

12· · · · · · · · · · · MS. GRANTHAM:· Thank you.

13· · · · Chair, there is a quorum for all Councils.

14· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you very much.

15· · · · Before we move to adopting the agenda, let me

16· ·speak to a couple issues of our attendance today.

17· · · · First, on behalf of the entire agency as well as

18· ·the Council, I'd like to certainly welcome both our

19· ·ongoing local representatives for the Cascade Renewable

20· ·Transmission Project and also that we have Jennifer

21· ·Senescu, who's a newer member today, and staff will be

22· ·updating on that project, but ultimately I think we

23· ·have five participating representatives, so I think

24· ·we're close to, you know, figuring out our full project

25· ·council on CRT.· So it's been an important step.· Just



·1· ·wanted to acknowledge both the ongoing presence as well

·2· ·as our newer members.

·3· · · · Relatedly, for our permanent Council members, I

·4· ·wanted to acknowledge that Elizabeth Osborne will be

·5· ·stepping aside from the EFSEC Council on behalf of the

·6· ·Department of Commerce, I believe effective by the June

·7· ·meeting.· And we're pleased to have her with us today.

·8· ·And appreciate your long-standing service not only to

·9· ·the state but also to the EFSEC Council and agency.

10· · · · And, with that, I was going to turn this to

11· ·Council Osborne for any remarks that she would like to

12· ·make, knowing we'll find a means to, and a moment, to

13· ·honor you more formally in the future.· But, with that,

14· ·I would turn that to you, Council.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MS. OSBORNE:· Thank you, Chair

16· ·Beckett.· I appreciate having had the opportunity to

17· ·serve on EFSEC on behalf of the Department of Commerce.

18· ·And I'd like to extend my sincere thanks to you, Chair,

19· ·for your leadership and to the EFSEC staff for their

20· ·consistent high-quality work in support of the Council

21· ·members and our decision-making.

22· · · · I'd like to also acknowledge and thank the current

23· ·members of the Council and the members who served

24· ·throughout the time I was here.· I have very much

25· ·appreciated your perspectives and benefited from your



·1· ·expertise during my time.

·2· · · · The last thing I'd like to add is that I really

·3· ·appreciate and thank the members of the public who

·4· ·participate in EFSEC's work.· Yeah, I would just really

·5· ·like to thank them for contributing their time in that

·6· ·effort.· So thanks again, Chair Beckett and members of

·7· ·the Council.· And that concludes my remarks.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

·9· · · · And if any other Council members care to make a

10· ·quick word, let me acknowledge that.· And no

11· ·obligation.· But, otherwise, we'll proceed.

12· · · · So with -- and I should note a closing note,

13· ·having learned this in a quick call that Elizabeth was

14· ·good -- or Council Osborne was good enough to make time

15· ·for, that she onboarded during the Horse Heaven

16· ·project, but I believe in the heart of the adjudication

17· ·process, which would be quite a place to begin your

18· ·service on the Council.· So some point, wherever that

19· ·was in that process, I just wanted to acknowledge that

20· ·added duty as it was -- as fate befell you.· So thanks

21· ·again.

22· · · · So, with that, Council, we have an agenda before

23· ·us.· And I would entertain a motion to adopt the

24· ·agenda.

25· · · · And we have one change that I'll speak to in the



·1· ·discussion.· So if I could put the agenda on the table.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· This is Brian Rybarik.

·3· ·I will move the adoption of the agenda.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

·5· · · · Is there a second?

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Second.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

·8· · · · The agenda's on the table.· And we have one

·9· ·project that we need to amend the agenda to add, which

10· ·is an update on the Kittitas Valley wind project, which

11· ·would be Item j.· And while this does not -- that's

12· ·No. 1.

13· · · · No. 2, this does not really require an amendment,

14· ·but I wanted to acknowledge it out of transparency both

15· ·for Council as well as others online or participating

16· ·from the public, that at the tail end of our director's

17· ·update, I wanted to just have a quick discussion

18· ·amongst the permanent Council members of some

19· ·additional topics that we might bring to our forum here

20· ·on occasion, so I wanted to just acknowledge that up

21· ·front.

22· · · · And if there was further discussion or amendments,

23· ·I would hear them now.· And, otherwise, we have an

24· ·amended agenda on the table which I will soon call

25· ·action on.



·1· · · · Any further comments?

·2· · · · Hearing none.

·3· · · · All in favor of adopting the agenda as amended,

·4· ·please say "aye."

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Opposed?

·7· ·Abstentions?· Okay.· We have our agenda for the day.

·8· · · · Moving on to the minutes.· I would entertain a

·9· ·motion to adopt the April 18th [sic] regular monthly

10· ·meeting minutes.· Is there such a motion?

11· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Mr. Chair, I move to

12· ·approve the April 18th [sic], 2026, monthly meeting

13· ·minutes.

14· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

15· · · · Is there a second?

16· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· This is Brian Rybarik.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Kate Dean.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Kate, go ahead.

19· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Thank you.

20· · · · Kate Dean.· I'll second.

21· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Appreciate that.

22· · · · Are there any changes to the minutes from Council?

23· ·I do not know of any, since I typically bring them up,

24· ·or have.

25· · · · Council Pamplin.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Yeah.· Thanks,

·2· ·Mr. Chair.

·3· · · · On Council Packet PDF Page No. 11, which in the

·4· ·quadrant of the pages of the meeting minutes, Page 28,

·5· ·Line 10, I believe I had said "or your '27-'29

·6· ·operating budget," and it says "operating project."

·7· ·Thank you.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

·9· · · · I think staff have that change.

10· · · · Any others?

11· · · · Hearing none.· I'll --

12· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Real quick.· I'll just

13· ·note that I think this is just a good hygiene practice

14· ·for us particularly on motions.· There's a lot of

15· ·times -- I know the court reporter has to follow this

16· ·very quickly -- that we have unidentified voices are

17· ·the -- are the people making the motions.· I think it's

18· ·probably just a good practice for us to identify

19· ·ourselves, then identify the motion, and keep a

20· ·complete record of who's made those motions.

21· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Appreciate that.

22· ·Yep.· The end of the day, EFSEC is as much a

23· ·record-making place as it is other things.· So

24· ·appreciate that.

25· · · · Any other comments?· Hearing none.



·1· · · · All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,

·2· ·please say "aye."

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Opposed?· And

·5· ·abstentions?

·6· · · · Minutes are adopted as amended.

·7· · · · Moving on to our project updates.· Let me -- so

·8· ·we're going to obviously take up Columbia Solar here,

·9· ·and Sara Randolph will be providing the update actually

10· ·on both Item a and b.

11· · · · And I just wanted to flag at a high level -- you

12· ·will hear this in other form from Sarah.· There are two

13· ·amendments for these two projects.· And in last month,

14· ·the amendment was in your packet.· And you'll have an

15· ·update on that today.

16· · · · On Goose Prairie, there is the information on the

17· ·amendment request.· And then proposed in -- after the

18· ·June meeting, we would be taking both those changes up

19· ·in a public hearing.· And you'll hear more from the

20· ·staff on that.· And then likely action in July on both

21· ·those.

22· · · · So at a high level, those are kind of the

23· ·interrelated things that are coming up on Items a and

24· ·b, and I just wanted to try and frame that going into

25· ·the particulars of each item.· So hopefully that helps.



·1· · · · And, with that, I will turn it to you, Sara

·2· ·Randolph, for an update on Columbia Solar.

·3· · · · · · · · · · · MS. RANDOLPH:· Thank you, Chair

·4· ·Beckett, Council members, and staff.· For the record,

·5· ·this is Sara Randolph, site specialist for Columbia

·6· ·Solar.

·7· · · · The regular facility update is provided in your

·8· ·packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.

·9· · · · As mentioned at the April Council meeting,

10· ·Columbia Solar submitted a request for transfer of

11· ·ownership pursuant to WAC 463-66.· Given the

12· ·administrative nature of the amendment request, staff

13· ·propose that we hold the informational hearing required

14· ·by WAC 463-66-30 immediately following the regular June

15· ·Council meeting.· Details of the informational hearing

16· ·will be noticed in the incoming week.

17· · · · Following the informational meeting and review of

18· ·comments received, staff will prepare the necessary

19· ·documentation to support the Council's action on the

20· ·request, which will be posted for public comment prior

21· ·to Council vote on the request.· We anticipate

22· ·requesting the Council to take up the decision at the

23· ·July Council meeting.· Thank you.

24· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

25· · · · Were there any comments?· Knowing you did a little



·1· ·last time on that one, so okay.· Hearing none.

·2· · · · We will move on to Goose Prairie.· And, again,

·3· ·Sara Randolph.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MS. RANDOLPH:· Thank you again,

·5· ·Chair Beckett.· For the record, this is Sara Randolph,

·6· ·site specialist for Goose Prairie.

·7· · · · The regular facility update is provided in your

·8· ·packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.

·9· · · · On April 29th, Brookfield applied for an indirect

10· ·transfer of the Goose Prairie SCA.· Similar to the

11· ·activity for the Columbia Solar amendment request,

12· ·staff propose that we also hold the informational

13· ·hearing required by WAC 463-66-30 following the regular

14· ·June Council meeting.· Details of the informational

15· ·hearing will be noticed in the coming week.

16· · · · Following the informational meeting and review of

17· ·comments received, staff will prepare the necessary

18· ·documentation to support the Council's action on the

19· ·request, which will be posted for public comment prior

20· ·to Council vote on the request.· We anticipate

21· ·requesting the Council to take up the decision in the

22· ·July Council meeting.· Thank you.

23· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council, are there

24· ·comments to the materials in your packet today?· I have

25· ·at least one, but let me call on my fellow Council



·1· ·first.

·2· · · · All right.· So on -- sorry -- the -- I have the

·3· ·hard copy that doesn't have the page numbers on it.

·4· ·But if you look in your PDF on the transfer of an SCA,

·5· ·so there's the cover letter, and then it goes into the

·6· ·No. 1, No. 2, so on.· Summary of an application for

·7· ·transfer.

·8· · · · And at the top of the next page, there's the term

·9· ·"MSA."· And there's a couple undefined acronyms like

10· ·this that -- there are more in here than I realized

11· ·once I went down this rabbit hole, but essentially what

12· ·does -- what does "MSA" stand for?· I believe it's

13· ·probably "management service agreement."· But can

14· ·someone clarify the definition of that acronym?

15· ·Because it's, to me, not an unimportant document, which

16· ·I can explain, but...

17· · · · Sara, do you know?· Or others?

18· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· I don't know that

19· ·we have the definition of that acronym on hand, but

20· ·certainly we can clarify with the certificate holder

21· ·and follow up with the Council.

22· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· That'd be great.

23· ·Knowing we're still in process here and there's no

24· ·action today.· But assuming it is a management service

25· ·agreement, and if it's a different word, I think that's



·1· ·the effective use of it.· And that document, as I read

·2· ·this, is what ensures that the actual services in the

·3· ·operations are accountable to the SCA from the new

·4· ·agreements that they are arranging that we're being

·5· ·asked to approve.

·6· · · · And I generally didn't have other concerns with

·7· ·what I read, and not being a finance expert, but that

·8· ·certainly is -- seems some large, reputable firms that

·9· ·this is getting transferred to as far as that piece of

10· ·it.· But I would just emphasize the way I read this is,

11· ·whatever's in the MSA, standard as it may be, it's the

12· ·connection between the SCA and the new ownership, which

13· ·would seem material.

14· · · · So happy to -- other Council members, if you want

15· ·to chime in on anything else or what I've shared, but

16· ·that would conclude my feedback.

17· · · · And Ami Hafkemeyer.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· If I could just

19· ·make some additional clarification.· For the record,

20· ·this is Ami Hafkemeyer.

21· · · · For both facilities' SCA amendment requests, the

22· ·actual certificate holder will remain the same.· So,

23· ·for example, Goose Prairie Solar, LLC, will remain the

24· ·certificate holder.· These changes in ownership are

25· ·upstream changes and reflect changes in higher-level



·1· ·ownership of those LLCs and are generally reflected in

·2· ·the holder of the financial assurance that those

·3· ·facilities provide.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.· I think

·5· ·that's a helpful comment in particular.

·6· · · · And let me just be clear.· I don't have great

·7· ·concern about what the management agreement says other

·8· ·than knowing, you know, that we've got enough

·9· ·connectivity there to the SCA, and as you just

10· ·clarified, the current operator.· But ultimately

11· ·resources flow through that.· And we just need to make

12· ·sure that there's enough connectivity between that

13· ·signed, executed document and the SCA.· So hope that

14· ·helps.

15· · · · Council Pamplin.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Yeah, thank you,

17· ·Mr. Chair.· This is Nate Pamplin.

18· · · · I found it on PDF Page 20.· They did spell out the

19· ·acronym as "master services agreement."

20· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· I looked twice, but

21· ·I -- good old, you know, what we read or what we don't

22· ·read.· But I will go back and reread it a third time.

23· ·Thank you.

24· · · · What page again?· I'll make a note.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Page 20.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Appreciate it.

·2· · · · So unless there's other comments, I will help move

·3· ·us on.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Mr. Chair.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Please.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· I guess the only --

·7· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council Rybarik.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· -- thought I have is,

·9· ·I mean, we're going to take action on this and discuss

10· ·it, it sounds like, more deeply in about a month's

11· ·time.· But I think what you're getting at here, to me,

12· ·is the very analysis that we have to think about, which

13· ·is, what's the -- what's the risk factor here?· Is this

14· ·increasing any risk at all?· And, again, I think a

15· ·change of ownership upstream is pretty normal course of

16· ·business oftentimes.· And, again, I think you pointed

17· ·out these entities appear to be well-financed,

18· ·well-known entities that are coming here.

19· · · · But I just wonder from a staff perspective --

20· ·again, not asking for the answer today but just to have

21· ·that be a little bit of a focus point for all of us

22· ·just to make sure we understand what the -- what the

23· ·potential mechanical risks are of changing an ownership

24· ·structure like this.· But recognizing the certificate

25· ·and everything will remain in the same exact entity,



·1· ·just whether that upstream ownership has -- has any

·2· ·increased risk or at least some assessment of how we've

·3· ·looked at that from a staff perspective would be really

·4· ·helpful.

·5· · · · So let's table that for now until June, but we'll

·6· ·have a more thorough discussion of it then.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· And I would also

·8· ·note, I thought the, you know, depiction infographic

·9· ·that lays out how the structure works and the ownership

10· ·and the percentages as well as at the footnotes, for

11· ·anyone that cares to be interested, you can find the --

12· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Mm-hmm.

13· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- stock listings

14· ·and all that on all the public disclosures.· So despite

15· ·focusing on the NMA and asking a question or two about

16· ·it, I, again, thought all that was before us looked

17· ·clear and well presented, and I appreciate that.· And

18· ·evidently my own oversight on Page 21, the definition.

19· ·So thank you.

20· · · · All right.· Then we will move on to Ostrea.· And

21· ·Jon Voltz will provide the update today.

22· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· Good afternoon, Chair

23· ·Beckett, Council members, and staff.· This is Jon Voltz

24· ·with Cypress Creek Renewables representing the Ostrea

25· ·Solar facility.



·1· · · · The previous reporting period, the O&M facility

·2· ·setup continued.· Established power, Internet, water,

·3· ·septic services.· We received the permission-to-operate

·4· ·letter from Bonneville Power Administration, which

·5· ·allowed the six-megawatt curtailment to be lifted.

·6· ·That curtailment lift allowed us to proceed with the

·7· ·remaining activities for commissioning and performance

·8· ·testing.· So aerial and field infrared scanning

·9· ·commenced, and a majority of the construction equipment

10· ·demobilization began.· So we are getting near the end.

11· · · · As far as the environmental features, there's been

12· ·several identified items that needed to be remediated.

13· ·Those are, if not already remediated, are currently in

14· ·progress, making efforts to progress toward

15· ·installation of the permanent BMPs.· Other than that,

16· ·there is nothing nonroutine to report for the period.

17· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you,

18· ·Mr. Voltz.· And thank you for the added emphasis in the

19· ·improvements that have been made or are in motion.· So

20· ·I know that was of concern as flagged by the staff.  I

21· ·appreciate the shared effort there to get that up to

22· ·standard.

23· · · · So were there other comments from Council?

24· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Real quick, Mr. Chair.

25· ·And, Jon, thanks for the updates.· I think I've asked



·1· ·this before, but getting near the end leads my mind to

·2· ·want to know when the anticipated end is.· And wonder

·3· ·if you have an update there of when full commissioning

·4· ·and full operations are expected.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MR. VOLTZ:· Yes, sir.· The -- we are

·6· ·targeting to end the commissioning efforts and the

·7· ·contractual obligations with our EPC contractor June

·8· ·15th.· The full generation of the facility is underway,

·9· ·and so for the, I guess, commercial perspective, we are

10· ·operational.· That's the PTO letter from BPA allowed us

11· ·to -- to begin to produce -- generate some revenue from

12· ·that production.

13· · · · As far as operational under the SCA, we did

14· ·perform -- this will be on next month's update -- we

15· ·did perform the vegetative assessment earlier this

16· ·week, indicating we have achieved the required

17· ·vegetative stabilization, which will allow us to submit

18· ·for the NOT.· The timing of that's a little -- you

19· ·know, we have to ensure that the environmental

20· ·compliance is maintained throughout that process.

21· · · · And so for hard date, I would say June is what we

22· ·are targeting.· May slip into July, just depending on

23· ·final closeout items.

24· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Very good.· Thank you.

25· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you very much.



·1· · · · Seeing no other hands, we will move on to Carriger

·2· ·Solar.· And Joanne Snarski is here to provide an

·3· ·update.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MS. SNARSKI:· Thank you, Chair

·5· ·Beckett and Council members.· For the record, this is

·6· ·Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for Carriger

·7· ·Solar facility in Klickitat County.

·8· · · · The judicial review of this project with the

·9· ·Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation is

10· ·ongoing and is being handled by our records staff and

11· ·the assistant attorney generals.

12· · · · Meanwhile, EFSEC staff continue to discuss

13· ·Carriger's timing for submitting the construction plans

14· ·required in the site certification agreement.· We

15· ·anticipate a few of these draft plans in the coming

16· ·weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.

17· · · · May I answer any questions?

18· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members?

19· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· None here.

20· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Seeing no hands.· We

21· ·will move on to the Cascade Renewable Transmission

22· ·Project, and Maria Belkina will provide the update.

23· · · · · · · · · · · MS. BELKINA:· Thank you, Chair

24· ·Beckett and Council members.· For the record, my name

25· ·is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the



·1· ·Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.

·2· · · · On May 1st, EFSEC issued a SEPA determination of

·3· ·significance and initiated the SEPA scoping comment

·4· ·period for the project.· The scoping comment period is

·5· ·currently open through June 1st.· Scoping materials,

·6· ·notices, and supporting documents have been posted to

·7· ·the EFSEC website.

·8· · · · On May 19th, EFSEC received the applicant's

·9· ·responses to the first round of data requests, and

10· ·staff are currently reviewing the submitted materials

11· ·as part of the ongoing application review process.

12· · · · EFSEC staff have continued coordination with state

13· ·and federal agencies regarding environmental review

14· ·responsibilities and alignment between the SEPA and

15· ·NEPA processes.· Coordination is ongoing with the U.S.

16· ·Army Corps of Engineers, Oregon agencies, and other

17· ·cooperating and reviewing agencies.

18· · · · And, finally, we have received additional Council

19· ·appointees, so now all local jurisdictions that are

20· ·going to participate along the proposed corridor are

21· ·actively responded [sic] on the Council.

22· · · · I'd be happy to answer any questions.

23· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members, any

24· ·questions or comments?· Let me make sure we have

25· ·several of our local representatives online.



·1· · · · Yes, Commissioner Leckie.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MR. LECKIE:· Yeah, this is Asa

·3· ·Leckie.

·4· · · · Yeah, I just had -- you know, we got notice that

·5· ·the tribes want a government-to-government

·6· ·consultation.· Should we consider delaying public

·7· ·comment till after August, till having that

·8· ·consultation, so the tribes will have time to put in

·9· ·their comments after that consultation?· Thank you.

10· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you for the

11· ·question.· I think Ami Hafkemeyer will --

12· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· If I may.

13· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- help answer that

14· ·initially.· Yeah.

15· · · · · · · · · · · MS. HAFKEMEYER:· Yes.· Thank you.

16· · · · So we are scheduled to have a tribal-specific SEPA

17· ·scoping meeting, closed to receive confidential or

18· ·potentially confidential information from tribes

19· ·specifically, scheduled the same day actually as the

20· ·public SEPA scoping meeting.· This additional

21· ·consultation will inform the overall project review and

22· ·may include some information provided during SEPA

23· ·scoping but may expand beyond that.· We expect the

24· ·consultation to be part of ongoing conversations.

25· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· And Council Leckie



·1· ·as well as for other members and staff can help correct

·2· ·anything that need be, so -- and I'll use the Cowlitz

·3· ·Tribe as an example and map it to the larger current

·4· ·process.

·5· · · · So Cowlitz asked for consultation with the EFSEC

·6· ·Council.· We did that consultation recently as was

·7· ·noted in the public meeting yesterday, I believe, or

·8· ·day before at latest.· I received a response letter

·9· ·from the Cowlitz that I don't think had been published

10· ·yet in terms of available to the public, but it is a

11· ·public record and will be.· And that was generally some

12· ·feedback on the consultation.· And then same letter

13· ·also acknowledged that they would be sending in their

14· ·SEPA scoping comments.

15· · · · The reason I bring this up now is, while we will

16· ·continue to have in this case a SEPA scoping

17· ·consultation with -- or meeting with tribes in addition

18· ·and parallel with public comment that same day,

19· ·ultimately all those -- that input is for the public

20· ·record, including on their scoping comments.

21· · · · If there are culturally sensitive information that

22· ·is not subject to disclosure, I'll acknowledge, you

23· ·know, that could be the case, but generally, and I

24· ·think the tribe's intent is, you know, when it comes to

25· ·what they think should be included in a scoping process



·1· ·under SEPA, it will be public, and it will be part of

·2· ·the overall record that non-tribal members of the

·3· ·public have access to and can comment on and will be

·4· ·part of the process.

·5· · · · So let me look to staff, or in case also Council

·6· ·Thompson online needs to clarify anything I've shared

·7· ·since this is my first, you know, big transmission

·8· ·corridor project too, let me make sure that's correct.

·9· ·But I hope that helps, Council Leckie, just to make

10· ·sure we know that, at the end of the day, you know,

11· ·even if there's some separate meetings, the full record

12· ·is going to show, before there's ever, you know, a

13· ·decision, all of that will be part of the full project

14· ·council's consideration, so...

15· · · · Go ahead, Council Leckie.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MR. LECKIE:· Yeah, I just had

17· ·another question.· So not all the Cascade Renewable

18· ·Transmission Project members are involved in the tribal

19· ·consultation, then?· Some of the tribal consultations

20· ·are held in different meetings?· Thank you.

21· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· So, no, thank you

22· ·for the question.· It's a good one, because it's an

23· ·emerging evolution on the answer.

24· · · · So today, under EFSLA, which creates EFSEC, the

25· ·chair is designated by law to do the consultation on



·1· ·behalf of the Council, and that is what the Cowlitz

·2· ·Tribe requested.

·3· · · · On June 11th of this year, the new law that then

·4· ·allows the full project council to meet with the tribal

·5· ·council upon request, that will be possible, so that

·6· ·the full project council can meet with the tribal

·7· ·council in consultation and ensure, you know, if there

·8· ·are things that need to be exchanged between the full

·9· ·councils, including sensitive information, that that

10· ·can appropriately occur.

11· · · · Any of that information ultimately will be part of

12· ·the public record and will be part of the public

13· ·decision and will be discussed in public by this full

14· ·project council.· So we now have, if you will, two

15· ·tools in the toolbox for consultation.

16· · · · The Yakama Nation has also this week asked for

17· ·consultation.· And they, in particular, are the

18· ·Washington tribe that have long wanted only to

19· ·be able -- or to at least primarily be talking with the

20· ·full EFSEC Council with the full tribal council.· And

21· ·so in early July are currently the dates that are

22· ·being, you know, in flow, where that consultation would

23· ·occur.

24· · · · And while that will be emphasized to be an

25· ·in-person consultation in Toppenish, preferably for all



·1· ·or a majority of the Council, it will be a hybrid

·2· ·meeting.· And I know for some, that's important,

·3· ·because you are interested in participating, but it

·4· ·needs to be done virtually.

·5· · · · So we appreciate the Yakama Nation's support of

·6· ·trying to have that hybrid ability, and that's kind of

·7· ·the latest on that consultation in this case with the

·8· ·Yakama.

·9· · · · So I'm happy to see if you have any other

10· ·questions, Council Leckie, from what I've just said.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MR. LECKIE:· No.· Thank you.· That

12· ·clarifies it.

13· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Great.

14· · · · Anything else?

15· · · · Okay.· Thank you.· Then we will move on to the

16· ·Horse Heaven update.· Sean Greene, the EFSEC staff,

17· ·will provide the update.

18· · · · · · · · · · · MR. GREENE:· Good afternoon, Chair

19· ·Beckett and EFSEC Council members.· This is Sean

20· ·Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC, reporting on behalf

21· ·of Amy Moon.

22· · · · Staff continue to work with the certificate holder

23· ·to review mitigation plans as required under the site

24· ·certification agreement, or SCA.· And on May 14th,

25· ·EFSEC received the draft pre-operational technical



·1· ·advisory group facilitator report for Habitat-6,

·2· ·project layout and design.· Staff are currently

·3· ·reviewing the report and will provide feedback to the

·4· ·certificate holder in early June.· Micro-siting

·5· ·clarifications captured in this plan are within the

·6· ·terms and conditions of the current site certification

·7· ·agreement.

·8· · · · Does the Council have any questions?

·9· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members?

10· · · · None at this time, looks like.· So thank you.

11· · · · We will move on to Hop Hill Solar, and John Barnes

12· ·will provide the update.

13· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BARNES:· Thank you, Chair

14· ·Beckett and Council members.· This is John Barnes,

15· ·EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.

16· · · · On April 28th and 29th, EFSEC met with Ecology and

17· ·the applicant's consultant, ERM, or Environmental

18· ·Resource Management, to conduct field verification of

19· ·the wetlands and waters delineation reports for this

20· ·project and what was produced by ERM.

21· · · · We are awaiting the Ecology validation report for

22· ·this visit.· Staff are also continuing to work with the

23· ·applicant on the submission of additional application

24· ·materials for the Hop Hill project.

25· · · · Are there any questions?



·1· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members?

·2· · · · Hearing none.

·3· · · · We will move on to the Wallula Gap Solar project,

·4· ·and John Barnes will provide that update as well.

·5· · · · · · · · · · · MR. BARNES:· Thank you, Chair

·6· ·Beckett and Council members.· This is John Barnes,

·7· ·EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.

·8· · · · Staff are continuing to work with the applicant,

·9· ·OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource

10· ·Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,

11· ·traditional cultural properties, study and report

12· ·conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.

13· · · · Staff are working with the applicant and the

14· ·Department of Ecology to determine if project

15· ·modifications are needed based on information contained

16· ·in the Department of Ecology final wetlands and waters

17· ·report.· As a reminder, identification of potential

18· ·project impacts and mitigations that can be resolved as

19· ·part of the EFSEC SEPA determination process.

20· · · · Are there any questions?

21· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

22· · · · Council members?

23· · · · None at this time.

24· · · · We will then move on to the Goldeneye battery

25· ·storage project, and Joanne Snarski will provide that



·1· ·update.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MS. SNARSKI:· Yes.· Thank you again.

·3· ·This is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the

·4· ·proposed Goldeneye battery energy storage facility in

·5· ·Skagit County.

·6· · · · Staff are continuing to assess the potential

·7· ·impacts from the project as required by the State

·8· ·Environmental Policy Act.· Following coordination with

·9· ·representatives from both Department of Archaeological

10· ·and Historic Preservation and the Governor's Office of

11· ·Indian Affairs, on May 8th we sent a letter to the

12· ·Upper Skagit Tribe.· This correspondence articulated

13· ·the feedback we need from them on the cultural

14· ·resources survey.· The tribe acknowledged the request

15· ·and indicated that they will be able to respond to us

16· ·very soon, hopefully this week.

17· · · · And that's all I have.· Can I answer any

18· ·questions?

19· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members.  I

20· ·think we'll wait for the answer too.· So thank you for

21· ·the update.

22· · · · And then we do have Item j, our last added project

23· ·today.· Again, now, this is -- as a reminder, in this

24· ·ongoing first few months, projects that are routine,

25· ·they're in the packets, but they're listed in the



·1· ·bottom of the agenda under "Note."· When something

·2· ·happens after the agenda is published, we're able to

·3· ·quickly amend and put it on the agenda for the day.· We

·4· ·try to do that in advance if we know, just for just,

·5· ·you know, transparency standpoint.

·6· · · · But, with that, Jarred Caseday will provide the

·7· ·update.· "Caseday."· Excuse me.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MR. CASEDAY.· Good afternoon, Chair

·9· ·Beckett, EFSEC Council, and staff.· This is Jarred

10· ·Caseday with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley

11· ·wind power project.

12· · · · Kittitas Valley had two turbines vandalized

13· ·between January 2026 and April 2026.· This incident has

14· ·been reported to the Kittitas County Sheriff's

15· ·Department.· Turbine G4:· Damage to the door lock

16· ·mechanism.· Turbine G1:· Unauthorized paint marks at

17· ·the base of the tower turbine -- excuse me -- turbine

18· ·tower.· Both turbines have been repaired.

19· · · · Do you have any questions?

20· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members?

21· · · · Council Rybarik.

22· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· And just one question.

23· ·Obviously operate other projects across probably many

24· ·geographies.· I just wonder if this is a trend you're

25· ·seeing elsewhere.· Is this a unique situation to this



·1· ·location?· Or kind of give us some context for the

·2· ·vandalism that's been identified at this location, if

·3· ·you could.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MR. CASEDAY:· So this project's been

·5· ·operating since 2010, and this is the first time we've

·6· ·ever had an incident of vandalism.· So for here, it's

·7· ·extremely rare.

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Any conte- -- are you

·9· ·seeing anything in other places that we should be

10· ·mindful of as we think about the context in which we're

11· ·operating these projects, or is this -- is this unique?

12· · · · It's obviously unique for this location.· I just

13· ·wonder if you're seeing any trends elsewhere.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MR. CASEDAY:· I think I'd defer

15· ·maybe to offline for other -- for that comment, just

16· ·considering it's not effective to this project.

17· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Okay.

18· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· All right.

19· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Fair enough.

20· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Anything else,

21· ·Council members?

22· · · · Hearing none.

23· · · · With that, we will move on to our final item,

24· ·which I believe is our director update from Dave

25· ·Walker.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Thank you, Chair

·2· ·Beckett.

·3· · · · For the record, Dave Walker, interim director with

·4· ·EFSEC.· I do have a couple things to talk about today.

·5· · · · First of all, I wanted to give an update on our

·6· ·strategic planning as an agency.· If you recall last

·7· ·year, we began the process with our extended management

·8· ·team on identifying several areas of the agency that we

·9· ·wanted to bring forward for the '26-'28 strategic plan,

10· ·which predominantly focused on our strategic focus,

11· ·what matters not only to the agency but to our

12· ·customers and partners, defining our unique

13· ·contributions that the agency brings, and, finally,

14· ·what is our overall scope that we really wanted to

15· ·focus on during this two-year period.

16· · · · We have draft finals right now.· We have not

17· ·finalized this as of yet.· There is a little bit more

18· ·work to do when it comes to designing our measures and

19· ·metrics around how we know we're going to be successful

20· ·as an agency.· The end-goal plan is to have the new

21· ·strategic plan stood up and operational July 1st of

22· ·this year.· So we have a little bit more work to do on

23· ·that front with the metrics, but we are very, very

24· ·close at this point.

25· · · · We are also looking at putting our one-page



·1· ·strategic plan out on the Internet for those of the

·2· ·public and our partners who wish to take a look at it.

·3· ·And I believe most likely at the next Council meeting,

·4· ·we'll be ready to more openly share that with the

·5· ·Council once we have everything nailed down on it.

·6· · · · So any questions on strategic planning?

·7· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Council members?

·8· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Okay.

·9· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· I will just say, as

10· ·chair, I have been a participant in that work and

11· ·really appreciate the internal work that was, in part,

12· ·there before I ever came to the agency.· But it

13· ·certainly has been a focus as intended before and

14· ·during my tenure here.· And it's a product I can stand

15· ·behind.· So certainly welcome others' feedback.· And it

16· ·will -- maybe Dave spoke to this, but it's worth

17· ·reiterating.

18· · · · Ultimately the plan is reflective of lots of

19· ·feedback the agency's gotten, I think, over time and

20· ·certainly, you know, in the past year-plus in my term.

21· ·And the plan can iterate.· So, you know, as things

22· ·adapt and we learn, then so can the plan.· So I would

23· ·just emphasize that, as folks see -- so feedback is

24· ·welcome, but at the same time, you know, know it will

25· ·be kind of a living document where it needs to be.



·1· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· And thank you for

·2· ·bringing that up, Chair Beckett.

·3· · · · One thing I would add is that we did our best at

·4· ·incorporating both partner and customer input that we

·5· ·have received that you were just discussing a moment

·6· ·ago.· Ongoing input, nothing that we specifically

·7· ·requested.· But nonetheless, they were all focal points

·8· ·as we move through putting this plan together.· So I

·9· ·think we have a very comprehensive plan in moving

10· ·forward once we get it finalized, so...

11· · · · The next piece that I wanted to speak to was --

12· ·and this actually is a -- an element of our strategic

13· ·plan.· We've identified that there are several internal

14· ·processes to the agency that we need to start doing

15· ·process mapping around.· And we've actually begun those

16· ·efforts here a month or two ago with certain processes

17· ·within the agency that we felt needed to be brought out

18· ·immediately.

19· · · · But there are some larger conversations and larger

20· ·efforts going on around mapping the siting process as

21· ·an example.· And we used one of our newest projects,

22· ·Gray Bobcat, as an example of that as to how we believe

23· ·it's going to fall out.

24· · · · We're going to continue to grow these mapping

25· ·processes, but we see them as being very beneficial and



·1· ·not only helping us identify what's going to be

·2· ·required for these projects moving forward, but it's

·3· ·also going to be very transparent for the project

·4· ·owners, themselves, to understand what are the time

·5· ·frames that we are looking at, what are the steps

·6· ·potentially that we're going to have to go through.

·7· · · · There are many, many ins and outs to the siting

·8· ·process, as we all know, and it's very dependent on

·9· ·what has occurred previously as to what are going to be

10· ·the next steps within the process.· But that's

11· ·something that we're still striving to capture as much

12· ·as possible and begin to get a better handle on making

13· ·sure that we're openly communicating with our partners

14· ·on what is going to be required for these projects.· So

15· ·more work to come on that.

16· · · · Any questions from the Council?

17· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Council Member

18· ·Rybarik.

19· · · · And, Dave, thank you.· Thank you for that.· I'll

20· ·just add to it -- and I think this is inherent in that

21· ·process -- that that transparency is really important

22· ·to the members of the public who might want to engage

23· ·in that process or sort of understand the, you know,

24· ·sort of start-to-finish process, because I think that

25· ·can be really challenging if that's something you want



·1· ·to engage in, or members of the local governments that

·2· ·want to see sort of that process spelled out.

·3· · · · That process mapping, I think, is -- it's just a

·4· ·great exercise for everybody in that process to truly

·5· ·understand what are all the steps that go on along the

·6· ·way.· So appreciate the work that's being done there.

·7· · · · · · · · · · · MR. WALKER:· Absolutely.· Well, I

·8· ·can speak for myself.· I had a couple of "aha" moments

·9· ·as we were moving through the process, so it was

10· ·beneficial.· Absolutely.

11· · · · The final piece, I just wanted to give a quick

12· ·update on the executive director recruitment.

13· · · · We completed first-round interviews last week.

14· ·Tomorrow we are going to be meeting with all four of

15· ·the candidates that had initially gone through the

16· ·first round of four second-round interviews.

17· · · · From there, we will be making determinations for

18· ·potential third round, which I think is going to happen

19· ·at that point.· That's generally when the final

20· ·candidate or candidates have an opportunity to meet

21· ·with agency staff.· Questions can be asked of them both

22· ·ways.

23· · · · At this point, I'm anticipating having a new

24· ·executive director on board no later than July 1st.

25· ·And that would be physically on-site.· Of course, those



·1· ·time frames can change, dependent on what occurs

·2· ·between now and then, but at least that is our goal in

·3· ·moving forward.· So -- and that's all I have.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.· So thank

·5· ·you for all that.· Let me make a couple, two segments

·6· ·of comments.

·7· · · · On the process improvement mapping and just other

·8· ·aspects of that, I just want to thank the staff,

·9· ·especially the team that has been most, you know,

10· ·directly attached to that work here in the near term,

11· ·knowing it has touched others, I'm sure, already beyond

12· ·it.

13· · · · But it's added work on certain levels, and I want

14· ·to acknowledge that.· But to the degree we can embed it

15· ·with what was existing work anyway that we're doing,

16· ·you know, I hope that helps, and where -- how we best

17· ·work together to manage all those different competing

18· ·priorities and demands, I want to acknowledge that.

19· ·And it's -- as I've said privately but I want to say it

20· ·publicly, that's always an important open conversation

21· ·to stay close with, because we're going to do better

22· ·work for it.

23· · · · And the answers lurk in unusual places -- I'll

24· ·just say that -- on how the process works; how does it

25· ·work, you know, better, differently, faster.· Sometimes



·1· ·it needs more time.· So, you know, there are all those

·2· ·range of dynamics that we have to balance as an agency,

·3· ·whether it's the Council or the staff.· So want to hold

·4· ·that up and celebrate it and say thank you.

·5· · · · On the interviews -- and sorry.· Maybe you said

·6· ·this, Dave.· But I did want to acknowledge to the

·7· ·Council as well, also thanking Council Pamplin, who had

·8· ·volunteered, if there was a role, you know, to

·9· ·participate in some of the interviews.· And so he will

10· ·join us tomorrow as part of the interview panel.· And

11· ·just wanted to say thank you and acknowledge that for

12· ·our fellow Council members as well.· And thanks for

13· ·volunteering earlier on.

14· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· You bet.

15· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Were there other

16· ·comments to Dave's, Council members?

17· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Thank you.

18· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Okay.· Then we will

19· ·move on to the item I referenced very at a high level

20· ·at the beginning.· And so this is just a quick

21· ·discussion more -- once I kind of set the table for the

22· ·permanent Council members to weigh in, if other project

23· ·council who are here had any comments, I certainly, you

24· ·know, would add those in, but want to acknowledge this

25· ·is probably more focused on the permanent Council



·1· ·members.

·2· · · · And we started a practice in December that -- with

·3· ·a couple new Council members.· We'll have to catch the

·4· ·new Commerce person up too.· We had an outside

·5· ·presentation in this case from Fish and Wildlife, who

·6· ·had been bringing forward for some time an important

·7· ·body of work around shrub-steppe and new guidelines and

·8· ·a process through that.

·9· · · · And while I think there was an intent to do -- to

10· ·repeat that with other change, including all the lists

11· ·we just ran through, we just haven't been doing that.

12· ·So I don't think we lack for topics.· And some of those

13· ·could be more specific to our work on whether that's

14· ·battery storage safety, as an example; shrub-steppe

15· ·we've done.

16· · · · I would note the -- rolled out this past week by

17· ·the director of Ecology and the governor, the

18· ·Washington's Water Future initiative.· And clearly

19· ·that's a big issue, and it's clearly always been an

20· ·issue in energy projects, but it's going to be on

21· ·display as more of a primary consideration probably

22· ·than it was in years past.

23· · · · There are others that go into, you know, larger

24· ·energy, how much do we need and when and where and

25· ·those things.· I want to acknowledge at the Department



·1· ·of Commerce and the UTC, who do joint work on some of

·2· ·those topics, we may not be repeating it always, but at

·3· ·the same time, if any of you find benefit in -- as a

·4· ·Council, as the EFSEC Council, hearing of that, and if

·5· ·you can hear it one more time for some of you, like

·6· ·Chair Rybarik of the UTC, then I'd kind of, you know,

·7· ·defer to you.

·8· · · · I would also note and thank Council Osborne for

·9· ·flagging it in our call last week, which is the

10· ·Northwest Power Planning Council will be releasing

11· ·their Ninth Power Plan draft in July.· And there is

12· ·definitely relevance on what's going on in that to

13· ·everything I just listed.

14· · · · So I'll stop there, other than I should have

15· ·noted -- and I don't know how to, you know, kind of

16· ·work through this, but affordability is on display more

17· ·than ever, but including in the EFSEC statute, called

18· ·at a reasonable cost.· And I don't know how to use that

19· ·or qualify it or quantify it, but it would seem

20· ·relevant in amidst all the other considerations that we

21· ·have.

22· · · · So with that, let me turn this to my fellow

23· ·Council members, and just whatever you care to share.

24· ·And this would be intended, is it 30 minutes at the end

25· ·of a meeting that's already not going three hours



·1· ·because it's, like today, it's 2:19, and if we went to

·2· ·3:00, what would we do with that 41 minutes?· So I want

·3· ·to also acknowledge that you all have day jobs in

·4· ·addition to your service here on the EFSEC Council,

·5· ·unlike me.· So I would defer to, you know, just how do

·6· ·you all want to balance that.

·7· · · · And I don't think that this always requires all of

·8· ·you to be here.· Not that that should be exclusionary.

·9· ·I think we'll do better work if we can have most of us

10· ·here.· But it can be at the tail end where we've

11· ·already got a meeting running.· For those who want to

12· ·participate from the public, it's not much of a added

13· ·resource use to keep going another 40 minutes.· And I

14· ·want to try and keep this light on the staff as far as

15· ·who's presenting and things like that, so -- and I

16· ·thought shrub-steppe was a good example of how to

17· ·balance all those different realities.

18· · · · So, with that, finally, back to the Council.

19· · · · Council Dean.

20· · · · · · · · · · · MS. DEAN:· Thank you, Chair Beckett.

21· ·I would just like to say that I would really support

22· ·that.· And as the newest Council member, I'm probably

23· ·still coming up to speed more than the rest of you.

24· ·But I, for example, found it really helpful to go to

25· ·the meeting that the UTC hosted with BPA.· And I just



·1· ·think context is really important in these really

·2· ·complex situations, and I benefit a lot from the

·3· ·opportunity to learn more than can be included in our

·4· ·packet of course.· So I support that as the agenda

·5· ·allows.

·6· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you, Council

·7· ·Dean.

·8· · · · Let me turn to Council Pamplin and then to Council

·9· ·Nelson, who I noted had his hand up a moment ago.

10· · · · Council Pamplin.

11· · · · · · · · · · · MR. PAMPLIN:· Great.· Thank you,

12· ·Mr. Chair.· Yes, I'm a proponent of this idea.  I

13· ·appreciate you bringing this forward again.· You know,

14· ·I see in EFSEC statutes also part of the mission is a

15· ·convener of these conversations, and so there is an

16· ·obligation in front of the agency to do that.· And this

17· ·proposal, I think, helps meet that need.

18· · · · In terms of the, you know, the suggestions about,

19· ·yes, if you have -- if we have a very busy,

20· ·action-oriented agenda, maybe we postpone that briefing

21· ·to later.· I'm hoping that a lot of the types of

22· ·briefings that we would be asking likely other agencies

23· ·to bring forward is something that they've already

24· ·prepared.· And so it's hopefully not an extra, you

25· ·know, significant workload.



·1· · · · It wasn't that much work for our staff to bring

·2· ·forward the -- a presentation on the update of the wind

·3· ·and solar guidelines, for instance, in December.· So

·4· ·hopefully we can replicate that.

·5· · · · In terms of potential topics, I really like the

·6· ·idea of receiving an update on the energy kind of

·7· ·demand forecast, what's the current utilization, what's

·8· ·our state's progress relative towards deriving energy

·9· ·from clean energy sources, and another potential

10· ·topic -- and this is -- don't know.· I haven't visited

11· ·with Ecology on this, but what's the status of their

12· ·new clean energy permitting pathway, and is that ready

13· ·for a briefing in front of this body?· Thank you.

14· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

15· · · · Council Nelson.

16· · · · · · · · · · · MR. NELSON:· Thank you, Chair

17· ·Beckett.· Council Nelson here.· I was just taking notes

18· ·from what Council Pamplin was saying.· That was great.

19· ·I'm also a proponent of this idea.· (Videoconference

20· ·technical difficulties.)

21· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· And, Council, you

22· ·have frozen, I believe, just to let you know.· You may

23· ·want to --

24· · · · · · · · · · · MR. NELSON:· Oh, no.

25· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- rewind just



·1· ·briefly.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · MR. NELSON:· Can you hear me now?

·3· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· We can.

·4· · · · · · · · · · · MR. NELSON:· Okay.· Great.· I'll

·5· ·just turn my camera off.

·6· · · · I was just saying I'm a proponent of the idea as

·7· ·well.· And in my day job, I oversee a product

·8· ·stewardship unit.· And we have take-back programs where

·9· ·producers pay for the recycling or disposal of products

10· ·in this state, such as solar panels and soon

11· ·medium-format batteries, perhaps eventually

12· ·large-format batteries.· So at the very least, although

13· ·the program's been deferred for a couple years, I would

14· ·love one of my staff to come present on that solar

15· ·panel take-back program to the -- to the Council.

16· ·Because ultimately producers will be paying for those

17· ·costs eventually in this state.· So "yes" for the idea,

18· ·and products as well as eco --

19· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Appreciate that.

20· · · · And certainly as small-scale solar continues to

21· ·deploy, and as various panels cycle out, that will be,

22· ·you know, more of a retail residential version in

23· ·addition to the commercial.· So appreciate that.

24· · · · Council Rybarik.

25· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Thank you,



·1· ·Mr. Chairman.· I'll just add to the support for this --

·2· ·for this concept.· I don't have a list of ideas as

·3· ·Council Member Pamplin very nicely brought to the

·4· ·table, but I'll think on that.

·5· · · · But this is -- an important piece is, as I think

·6· ·both you and Council Member Dean noted, that we are at

·7· ·the UTC trying to engage in this kind of "the more you

·8· ·know" campaign.· But ultimately -- right? -- the

·9· ·decisions we have to make here at the EFSEC, the

10· ·decisions we make at the UTC are based on a record of a

11· ·case before us.

12· · · · So often we're kind of learning that in real time,

13· ·which is really important, but I think this is an

14· ·opportunity for us to get educated so we can ask even

15· ·better questions in those processes and have that

16· ·process be more efficient and more effective for -- for

17· ·the people who are participating in it.

18· · · · So I think this is -- this is great.· It's going

19· ·to be incumbent on us to continue to think of good

20· ·ideas to bring to that table and make sure we have the

21· ·time for it, but I think this is part and parcel of the

22· ·continued development and the convening work that we do

23· ·here at EFSEC and ultimately getting us to make better

24· ·decisions, and that's a really good goal.· So

25· ·appreciate the thinking on this and big support.· Thank



·1· ·you.

·2· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· Thank you.

·3· · · · Any other Council comments?

·4· · · · Don't see any.

·5· · · · Okay.· And, actually, since the -- Council Dean

·6· ·brought up the meeting with Bonneville, and I'll -- on

·7· ·behalf of the UTC, let me just say thank you, because

·8· ·that included EFSEC and Commerce and Ecology, both

·9· ·Director Sixkiller and myself, and others.· And then as

10· ·it turned out, new EFSEC Council Member Dean was able

11· ·to join us despite a very short notice.· So appreciate

12· ·your extra effort to join that day, and I think more of

13· ·that is important too --

14· · · · · · · · · · · MR. RYBARIK:· Yeah.

15· · · · · · · · · · · CHAIR BECKETT:· -- and how we

16· ·leverage many of these forums in that way.

17· · · · Okay.· Well, then that actually concludes our

18· ·meeting today.

19· · · · Any last comments from Council or staff?

20· · · · Then I will adjourn us at 2:26 p.m.· Thank you,

21· ·all, very much for your time and participation.

22· · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·(Meeting adjourned at

23· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 2:26 p.m.)
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 1                     BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,

 2   May 20, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop Southeast,

 3   Lacey, Washington, at 1:31 p.m., the following

 4   monthly meeting of the Washington State Energy

 5   Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to wit:

 6

 7                       <<<<<< >>>>>>

 8

 9                     CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.

10   This is Kurt Beckett, chair of the EFSEC Council,

11   calling our May 20th meeting to order.  It's

12   1:31 p.m.

13       And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,

14   please.

15                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.

16       Department of Commerce.

17                     MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,

18   present.

19                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of

20   Ecology.

21                     MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.

22                     MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish

23   and Wildlife.

24                     MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin,

25   present.
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 1                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural

 2   Resources.

 3                      MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.

 4                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and

 5   Transportation Commission.

 6                      MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik,

 7   present.

 8                      MS. GRANTHAM:  For local government

 9   and optional State agencies:  For the Hop Hill solar

10   project, for Benton County.

11        For the Wallula Gap project for Benton County.

12                      MR. FYALL:  Adam Fyall, Benton

13   County, is here.

14                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

15        For Goldeneye BESS for Skagit County.

16                      MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth,

17   present.

18                      MS. GRANTHAM:  For the Cascade

19   Renewable Transmission Project for Skamania County.

20        For the City of Stevenson.

21                      MR. BRECKEL:  Jeff Breckel for the

22   City of Stevenson, present.

23                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

24        For the City of North Bonneville.

25                      MR. COOK:  Harold Cook for North

0007

 1   Bonneville, present.

 2                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 3        For Klickitat County.

 4                      MR. SOKOL:  Jan Sokol for Klickitat

 5   County, present.

 6                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 7        And for the City of Camas.  Camas.

 8                      MS. SENESCU:  Jennifer Senescu,

 9   present.

10                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

11        Moving on to assistant attorney generals.  Jon

12   Thompson.

13                      MR. THOMPSON:  Present.

14                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer.

15                      MR. PACKER:  Present.

16                      MS. GRANTHAM:  And Talia Thuet.

17                      MS. THUET:  Present.

18                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Now to Council staff.

19   Dave Walker.

20                      MR. WALKER:  Present.

21                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Ami Hafkemeyer.

22                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.

23                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon.

24        Sara Randolph.

25                      MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.
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 1                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene.

 2                      MR. GREENE:  Present.

 3                      MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes.

 4                      MR. BARNES:  Present.

 5                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.

 6                      MS. SNARSKI:  Present.

 7                      MS. GRANTHAM:  And Maria Belkina.

 8                      MS. BELKINA:  Present.

 9                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Moving on to

10   operational updates.  I'll call those anticipated to

11   speak today.

12        For Kittitas Valley Wind, Jarred Caseday.

13                      MR. CASEDAY:  Jarred Caseday,

14   present.

15                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Solar.

16                      MS. RANDOLPH:  This is Sara

17   Randolph.

18                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Goose Prairie Solar.

19                      MS. RANDOLPH:  I'll be speaking on

20   behalf of that facility.

21                      MS. GRANTHAM:  And that is Sara

22   Randolph?

23                      MS. RANDOLPH:  Yes.

24                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

25        Goose Prairie Solar.
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 1        Sara, will you speak for Goose Prairie Solar as

 2   well if they do not show up?

 3                      MS. RANDOLPH:  Yes.

 4                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 5        And, lastly, Ostrea Solar.

 6                      MR. VOLTZ:  Jon Voltz, present.

 7                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

 8        Finally, is there anyone here for the counsel for

 9   the environment?

10                      MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes.  Sarah

11   Reyneveld and Yuriy Korol are present.

12                      MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.

13        Chair, there is a quorum for all Councils.

14                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.

15        Before we move to adopting the agenda, let me

16   speak to a couple issues of our attendance today.

17        First, on behalf of the entire agency as well as

18   the Council, I'd like to certainly welcome both our

19   ongoing local representatives for the Cascade Renewable

20   Transmission Project and also that we have Jennifer

21   Senescu, who's a newer member today, and staff will be

22   updating on that project, but ultimately I think we

23   have five participating representatives, so I think

24   we're close to, you know, figuring out our full project

25   council on CRT.  So it's been an important step.  Just
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 1   wanted to acknowledge both the ongoing presence as well

 2   as our newer members.

 3        Relatedly, for our permanent Council members, I

 4   wanted to acknowledge that Elizabeth Osborne will be

 5   stepping aside from the EFSEC Council on behalf of the

 6   Department of Commerce, I believe effective by the June

 7   meeting.  And we're pleased to have her with us today.

 8   And appreciate your long-standing service not only to

 9   the state but also to the EFSEC Council and agency.

10        And, with that, I was going to turn this to

11   Council Osborne for any remarks that she would like to

12   make, knowing we'll find a means to, and a moment, to

13   honor you more formally in the future.  But, with that,

14   I would turn that to you, Council.

15                      MS. OSBORNE:  Thank you, Chair

16   Beckett.  I appreciate having had the opportunity to

17   serve on EFSEC on behalf of the Department of Commerce.

18   And I'd like to extend my sincere thanks to you, Chair,

19   for your leadership and to the EFSEC staff for their

20   consistent high-quality work in support of the Council

21   members and our decision-making.

22        I'd like to also acknowledge and thank the current

23   members of the Council and the members who served

24   throughout the time I was here.  I have very much

25   appreciated your perspectives and benefited from your

0011

 1   expertise during my time.

 2        The last thing I'd like to add is that I really

 3   appreciate and thank the members of the public who

 4   participate in EFSEC's work.  Yeah, I would just really

 5   like to thank them for contributing their time in that

 6   effort.  So thanks again, Chair Beckett and members of

 7   the Council.  And that concludes my remarks.

 8                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

 9        And if any other Council members care to make a

10   quick word, let me acknowledge that.  And no

11   obligation.  But, otherwise, we'll proceed.

12        So with -- and I should note a closing note,

13   having learned this in a quick call that Elizabeth was

14   good -- or Council Osborne was good enough to make time

15   for, that she onboarded during the Horse Heaven

16   project, but I believe in the heart of the adjudication

17   process, which would be quite a place to begin your

18   service on the Council.  So some point, wherever that

19   was in that process, I just wanted to acknowledge that

20   added duty as it was -- as fate befell you.  So thanks

21   again.

22        So, with that, Council, we have an agenda before

23   us.  And I would entertain a motion to adopt the

24   agenda.

25        And we have one change that I'll speak to in the
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 1   discussion.  So if I could put the agenda on the table.

 2                      MR. RYBARIK:  This is Brian Rybarik.

 3   I will move the adoption of the agenda.

 4                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

 5        Is there a second?

 6                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Second.

 7                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

 8        The agenda's on the table.  And we have one

 9   project that we need to amend the agenda to add, which

10   is an update on the Kittitas Valley wind project, which

11   would be Item j.  And while this does not -- that's

12   No. 1.

13        No. 2, this does not really require an amendment,

14   but I wanted to acknowledge it out of transparency both

15   for Council as well as others online or participating

16   from the public, that at the tail end of our director's

17   update, I wanted to just have a quick discussion

18   amongst the permanent Council members of some

19   additional topics that we might bring to our forum here

20   on occasion, so I wanted to just acknowledge that up

21   front.

22        And if there was further discussion or amendments,

23   I would hear them now.  And, otherwise, we have an

24   amended agenda on the table which I will soon call

25   action on.
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 1        Any further comments?

 2        Hearing none.

 3        All in favor of adopting the agenda as amended,

 4   please say "aye."

 5                      MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

 6                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?

 7   Abstentions?  Okay.  We have our agenda for the day.

 8        Moving on to the minutes.  I would entertain a

 9   motion to adopt the April 18th [sic] regular monthly

10   meeting minutes.  Is there such a motion?

11                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair, I move to

12   approve the April 18th [sic], 2026, monthly meeting

13   minutes.

14                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

15        Is there a second?

16                      MR. RYBARIK:  This is Brian Rybarik.

17                      MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean.

18                      MR. RYBARIK:  Kate, go ahead.

19                      MS. DEAN:  Thank you.

20        Kate Dean.  I'll second.

21                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.

22        Are there any changes to the minutes from Council?

23   I do not know of any, since I typically bring them up,

24   or have.

25        Council Pamplin.
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 1                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah.  Thanks,

 2   Mr. Chair.

 3        On Council Packet PDF Page No. 11, which in the

 4   quadrant of the pages of the meeting minutes, Page 28,

 5   Line 10, I believe I had said "or your '27-'29

 6   operating budget," and it says "operating project."

 7   Thank you.

 8                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

 9        I think staff have that change.

10        Any others?

11        Hearing none.  I'll --

12                      MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick.  I'll just

13   note that I think this is just a good hygiene practice

14   for us particularly on motions.  There's a lot of

15   times -- I know the court reporter has to follow this

16   very quickly -- that we have unidentified voices are

17   the -- are the people making the motions.  I think it's

18   probably just a good practice for us to identify

19   ourselves, then identify the motion, and keep a

20   complete record of who's made those motions.

21                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.

22   Yep.  The end of the day, EFSEC is as much a

23   record-making place as it is other things.  So

24   appreciate that.

25        Any other comments?  Hearing none.
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 1        All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,

 2   please say "aye."

 3                      MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.

 4                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  And

 5   abstentions?

 6        Minutes are adopted as amended.

 7        Moving on to our project updates.  Let me -- so

 8   we're going to obviously take up Columbia Solar here,

 9   and Sara Randolph will be providing the update actually

10   on both Item a and b.

11        And I just wanted to flag at a high level -- you

12   will hear this in other form from Sarah.  There are two

13   amendments for these two projects.  And in last month,

14   the amendment was in your packet.  And you'll have an

15   update on that today.

16        On Goose Prairie, there is the information on the

17   amendment request.  And then proposed in -- after the

18   June meeting, we would be taking both those changes up

19   in a public hearing.  And you'll hear more from the

20   staff on that.  And then likely action in July on both

21   those.

22        So at a high level, those are kind of the

23   interrelated things that are coming up on Items a and

24   b, and I just wanted to try and frame that going into

25   the particulars of each item.  So hopefully that helps.
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 1        And, with that, I will turn it to you, Sara

 2   Randolph, for an update on Columbia Solar.

 3                      MS. RANDOLPH:  Thank you, Chair

 4   Beckett, Council members, and staff.  For the record,

 5   this is Sara Randolph, site specialist for Columbia

 6   Solar.

 7        The regular facility update is provided in your

 8   packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.

 9        As mentioned at the April Council meeting,

10   Columbia Solar submitted a request for transfer of

11   ownership pursuant to WAC 463-66.  Given the

12   administrative nature of the amendment request, staff

13   propose that we hold the informational hearing required

14   by WAC 463-66-30 immediately following the regular June

15   Council meeting.  Details of the informational hearing

16   will be noticed in the incoming week.

17        Following the informational meeting and review of

18   comments received, staff will prepare the necessary

19   documentation to support the Council's action on the

20   request, which will be posted for public comment prior

21   to Council vote on the request.  We anticipate

22   requesting the Council to take up the decision at the

23   July Council meeting.  Thank you.

24                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

25        Were there any comments?  Knowing you did a little
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 1   last time on that one, so okay.  Hearing none.

 2        We will move on to Goose Prairie.  And, again,

 3   Sara Randolph.

 4                      MS. RANDOLPH:  Thank you again,

 5   Chair Beckett.  For the record, this is Sara Randolph,

 6   site specialist for Goose Prairie.

 7        The regular facility update is provided in your

 8   packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.

 9        On April 29th, Brookfield applied for an indirect

10   transfer of the Goose Prairie SCA.  Similar to the

11   activity for the Columbia Solar amendment request,

12   staff propose that we also hold the informational

13   hearing required by WAC 463-66-30 following the regular

14   June Council meeting.  Details of the informational

15   hearing will be noticed in the coming week.

16        Following the informational meeting and review of

17   comments received, staff will prepare the necessary

18   documentation to support the Council's action on the

19   request, which will be posted for public comment prior

20   to Council vote on the request.  We anticipate

21   requesting the Council to take up the decision in the

22   July Council meeting.  Thank you.

23                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, are there

24   comments to the materials in your packet today?  I have

25   at least one, but let me call on my fellow Council
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 1   first.

 2        All right.  So on -- sorry -- the -- I have the

 3   hard copy that doesn't have the page numbers on it.

 4   But if you look in your PDF on the transfer of an SCA,

 5   so there's the cover letter, and then it goes into the

 6   No. 1, No. 2, so on.  Summary of an application for

 7   transfer.

 8        And at the top of the next page, there's the term

 9   "MSA."  And there's a couple undefined acronyms like

10   this that -- there are more in here than I realized

11   once I went down this rabbit hole, but essentially what

12   does -- what does "MSA" stand for?  I believe it's

13   probably "management service agreement."  But can

14   someone clarify the definition of that acronym?

15   Because it's, to me, not an unimportant document, which

16   I can explain, but...

17        Sara, do you know?  Or others?

18                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I don't know that

19   we have the definition of that acronym on hand, but

20   certainly we can clarify with the certificate holder

21   and follow up with the Council.

22                      CHAIR BECKETT:  That'd be great.

23   Knowing we're still in process here and there's no

24   action today.  But assuming it is a management service

25   agreement, and if it's a different word, I think that's
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 1   the effective use of it.  And that document, as I read

 2   this, is what ensures that the actual services in the

 3   operations are accountable to the SCA from the new

 4   agreements that they are arranging that we're being

 5   asked to approve.

 6        And I generally didn't have other concerns with

 7   what I read, and not being a finance expert, but that

 8   certainly is -- seems some large, reputable firms that

 9   this is getting transferred to as far as that piece of

10   it.  But I would just emphasize the way I read this is,

11   whatever's in the MSA, standard as it may be, it's the

12   connection between the SCA and the new ownership, which

13   would seem material.

14        So happy to -- other Council members, if you want

15   to chime in on anything else or what I've shared, but

16   that would conclude my feedback.

17        And Ami Hafkemeyer.

18                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I could just

19   make some additional clarification.  For the record,

20   this is Ami Hafkemeyer.

21        For both facilities' SCA amendment requests, the

22   actual certificate holder will remain the same.  So,

23   for example, Goose Prairie Solar, LLC, will remain the

24   certificate holder.  These changes in ownership are

25   upstream changes and reflect changes in higher-level

0020

 1   ownership of those LLCs and are generally reflected in

 2   the holder of the financial assurance that those

 3   facilities provide.

 4                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  I think

 5   that's a helpful comment in particular.

 6        And let me just be clear.  I don't have great

 7   concern about what the management agreement says other

 8   than knowing, you know, that we've got enough

 9   connectivity there to the SCA, and as you just

10   clarified, the current operator.  But ultimately

11   resources flow through that.  And we just need to make

12   sure that there's enough connectivity between that

13   signed, executed document and the SCA.  So hope that

14   helps.

15        Council Pamplin.

16                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah, thank you,

17   Mr. Chair.  This is Nate Pamplin.

18        I found it on PDF Page 20.  They did spell out the

19   acronym as "master services agreement."

20                      CHAIR BECKETT:  I looked twice, but

21   I -- good old, you know, what we read or what we don't

22   read.  But I will go back and reread it a third time.

23   Thank you.

24        What page again?  I'll make a note.

25                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Page 20.
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 1                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate it.

 2        So unless there's other comments, I will help move

 3   us on.

 4                      MR. RYBARIK:  Mr. Chair.

 5                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.

 6                      MR. RYBARIK:  I guess the only --

 7                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Rybarik.

 8                      MR. RYBARIK:  -- thought I have is,

 9   I mean, we're going to take action on this and discuss

10   it, it sounds like, more deeply in about a month's

11   time.  But I think what you're getting at here, to me,

12   is the very analysis that we have to think about, which

13   is, what's the -- what's the risk factor here?  Is this

14   increasing any risk at all?  And, again, I think a

15   change of ownership upstream is pretty normal course of

16   business oftentimes.  And, again, I think you pointed

17   out these entities appear to be well-financed,

18   well-known entities that are coming here.

19        But I just wonder from a staff perspective --

20   again, not asking for the answer today but just to have

21   that be a little bit of a focus point for all of us

22   just to make sure we understand what the -- what the

23   potential mechanical risks are of changing an ownership

24   structure like this.  But recognizing the certificate

25   and everything will remain in the same exact entity,
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 1   just whether that upstream ownership has -- has any

 2   increased risk or at least some assessment of how we've

 3   looked at that from a staff perspective would be really

 4   helpful.

 5        So let's table that for now until June, but we'll

 6   have a more thorough discussion of it then.

 7                      CHAIR BECKETT:  And I would also

 8   note, I thought the, you know, depiction infographic

 9   that lays out how the structure works and the ownership

10   and the percentages as well as at the footnotes, for

11   anyone that cares to be interested, you can find the --

12                      MR. RYBARIK:  Mm-hmm.

13                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- stock listings

14   and all that on all the public disclosures.  So despite

15   focusing on the NMA and asking a question or two about

16   it, I, again, thought all that was before us looked

17   clear and well presented, and I appreciate that.  And

18   evidently my own oversight on Page 21, the definition.

19   So thank you.

20        All right.  Then we will move on to Ostrea.  And

21   Jon Voltz will provide the update today.

22                      MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair

23   Beckett, Council members, and staff.  This is Jon Voltz

24   with Cypress Creek Renewables representing the Ostrea

25   Solar facility.
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 1        The previous reporting period, the O&M facility

 2   setup continued.  Established power, Internet, water,

 3   septic services.  We received the permission-to-operate

 4   letter from Bonneville Power Administration, which

 5   allowed the six-megawatt curtailment to be lifted.

 6   That curtailment lift allowed us to proceed with the

 7   remaining activities for commissioning and performance

 8   testing.  So aerial and field infrared scanning

 9   commenced, and a majority of the construction equipment

10   demobilization began.  So we are getting near the end.

11        As far as the environmental features, there's been

12   several identified items that needed to be remediated.

13   Those are, if not already remediated, are currently in

14   progress, making efforts to progress toward

15   installation of the permanent BMPs.  Other than that,

16   there is nothing nonroutine to report for the period.

17                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you,

18   Mr. Voltz.  And thank you for the added emphasis in the

19   improvements that have been made or are in motion.  So

20   I know that was of concern as flagged by the staff.  I

21   appreciate the shared effort there to get that up to

22   standard.

23        So were there other comments from Council?

24                      MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick, Mr. Chair.

25   And, Jon, thanks for the updates.  I think I've asked
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 1   this before, but getting near the end leads my mind to

 2   want to know when the anticipated end is.  And wonder

 3   if you have an update there of when full commissioning

 4   and full operations are expected.

 5                      MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, sir.  The -- we are

 6   targeting to end the commissioning efforts and the

 7   contractual obligations with our EPC contractor June

 8   15th.  The full generation of the facility is underway,

 9   and so for the, I guess, commercial perspective, we are

10   operational.  That's the PTO letter from BPA allowed us

11   to -- to begin to produce -- generate some revenue from

12   that production.

13        As far as operational under the SCA, we did

14   perform -- this will be on next month's update -- we

15   did perform the vegetative assessment earlier this

16   week, indicating we have achieved the required

17   vegetative stabilization, which will allow us to submit

18   for the NOT.  The timing of that's a little -- you

19   know, we have to ensure that the environmental

20   compliance is maintained throughout that process.

21        And so for hard date, I would say June is what we

22   are targeting.  May slip into July, just depending on

23   final closeout items.

24                      MR. RYBARIK:  Very good.  Thank you.

25                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.
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 1        Seeing no other hands, we will move on to Carriger

 2   Solar.  And Joanne Snarski is here to provide an

 3   update.

 4                      MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair

 5   Beckett and Council members.  For the record, this is

 6   Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for Carriger

 7   Solar facility in Klickitat County.

 8        The judicial review of this project with the

 9   Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation is

10   ongoing and is being handled by our records staff and

11   the assistant attorney generals.

12        Meanwhile, EFSEC staff continue to discuss

13   Carriger's timing for submitting the construction plans

14   required in the site certification agreement.  We

15   anticipate a few of these draft plans in the coming

16   weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.

17        May I answer any questions?

18                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

19                      MR. RYBARIK:  None here.

20                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Seeing no hands.  We

21   will move on to the Cascade Renewable Transmission

22   Project, and Maria Belkina will provide the update.

23                      MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair

24   Beckett and Council members.  For the record, my name

25   is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the
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 1   Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.

 2        On May 1st, EFSEC issued a SEPA determination of

 3   significance and initiated the SEPA scoping comment

 4   period for the project.  The scoping comment period is

 5   currently open through June 1st.  Scoping materials,

 6   notices, and supporting documents have been posted to

 7   the EFSEC website.

 8        On May 19th, EFSEC received the applicant's

 9   responses to the first round of data requests, and

10   staff are currently reviewing the submitted materials

11   as part of the ongoing application review process.

12        EFSEC staff have continued coordination with state

13   and federal agencies regarding environmental review

14   responsibilities and alignment between the SEPA and

15   NEPA processes.  Coordination is ongoing with the U.S.

16   Army Corps of Engineers, Oregon agencies, and other

17   cooperating and reviewing agencies.

18        And, finally, we have received additional Council

19   appointees, so now all local jurisdictions that are

20   going to participate along the proposed corridor are

21   actively responded [sic] on the Council.

22        I'd be happy to answer any questions.

23                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members, any

24   questions or comments?  Let me make sure we have

25   several of our local representatives online.
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 1        Yes, Commissioner Leckie.

 2                      MR. LECKIE:  Yeah, this is Asa

 3   Leckie.

 4        Yeah, I just had -- you know, we got notice that

 5   the tribes want a government-to-government

 6   consultation.  Should we consider delaying public

 7   comment till after August, till having that

 8   consultation, so the tribes will have time to put in

 9   their comments after that consultation?  Thank you.

10                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the

11   question.  I think Ami Hafkemeyer will --

12                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I may.

13                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- help answer that

14   initially.  Yeah.

15                      MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Yes.  Thank you.

16        So we are scheduled to have a tribal-specific SEPA

17   scoping meeting, closed to receive confidential or

18   potentially confidential information from tribes

19   specifically, scheduled the same day actually as the

20   public SEPA scoping meeting.  This additional

21   consultation will inform the overall project review and

22   may include some information provided during SEPA

23   scoping but may expand beyond that.  We expect the

24   consultation to be part of ongoing conversations.

25                      CHAIR BECKETT:  And Council Leckie
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 1   as well as for other members and staff can help correct

 2   anything that need be, so -- and I'll use the Cowlitz

 3   Tribe as an example and map it to the larger current

 4   process.

 5        So Cowlitz asked for consultation with the EFSEC

 6   Council.  We did that consultation recently as was

 7   noted in the public meeting yesterday, I believe, or

 8   day before at latest.  I received a response letter

 9   from the Cowlitz that I don't think had been published

10   yet in terms of available to the public, but it is a

11   public record and will be.  And that was generally some

12   feedback on the consultation.  And then same letter

13   also acknowledged that they would be sending in their

14   SEPA scoping comments.

15        The reason I bring this up now is, while we will

16   continue to have in this case a SEPA scoping

17   consultation with -- or meeting with tribes in addition

18   and parallel with public comment that same day,

19   ultimately all those -- that input is for the public

20   record, including on their scoping comments.

21        If there are culturally sensitive information that

22   is not subject to disclosure, I'll acknowledge, you

23   know, that could be the case, but generally, and I

24   think the tribe's intent is, you know, when it comes to

25   what they think should be included in a scoping process
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 1   under SEPA, it will be public, and it will be part of

 2   the overall record that non-tribal members of the

 3   public have access to and can comment on and will be

 4   part of the process.

 5        So let me look to staff, or in case also Council

 6   Thompson online needs to clarify anything I've shared

 7   since this is my first, you know, big transmission

 8   corridor project too, let me make sure that's correct.

 9   But I hope that helps, Council Leckie, just to make

10   sure we know that, at the end of the day, you know,

11   even if there's some separate meetings, the full record

12   is going to show, before there's ever, you know, a

13   decision, all of that will be part of the full project

14   council's consideration, so...

15        Go ahead, Council Leckie.

16                      MR. LECKIE:  Yeah, I just had

17   another question.  So not all the Cascade Renewable

18   Transmission Project members are involved in the tribal

19   consultation, then?  Some of the tribal consultations

20   are held in different meetings?  Thank you.

21                      CHAIR BECKETT:  So, no, thank you

22   for the question.  It's a good one, because it's an

23   emerging evolution on the answer.

24        So today, under EFSLA, which creates EFSEC, the

25   chair is designated by law to do the consultation on
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 1   behalf of the Council, and that is what the Cowlitz

 2   Tribe requested.

 3        On June 11th of this year, the new law that then

 4   allows the full project council to meet with the tribal

 5   council upon request, that will be possible, so that

 6   the full project council can meet with the tribal

 7   council in consultation and ensure, you know, if there

 8   are things that need to be exchanged between the full

 9   councils, including sensitive information, that that

10   can appropriately occur.

11        Any of that information ultimately will be part of

12   the public record and will be part of the public

13   decision and will be discussed in public by this full

14   project council.  So we now have, if you will, two

15   tools in the toolbox for consultation.

16        The Yakama Nation has also this week asked for

17   consultation.  And they, in particular, are the

18   Washington tribe that have long wanted only to

19   be able -- or to at least primarily be talking with the

20   full EFSEC Council with the full tribal council.  And

21   so in early July are currently the dates that are

22   being, you know, in flow, where that consultation would

23   occur.

24        And while that will be emphasized to be an

25   in-person consultation in Toppenish, preferably for all
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 1   or a majority of the Council, it will be a hybrid

 2   meeting.  And I know for some, that's important,

 3   because you are interested in participating, but it

 4   needs to be done virtually.

 5        So we appreciate the Yakama Nation's support of

 6   trying to have that hybrid ability, and that's kind of

 7   the latest on that consultation in this case with the

 8   Yakama.

 9        So I'm happy to see if you have any other

10   questions, Council Leckie, from what I've just said.

11                      MR. LECKIE:  No.  Thank you.  That

12   clarifies it.

13                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Great.

14        Anything else?

15        Okay.  Thank you.  Then we will move on to the

16   Horse Heaven update.  Sean Greene, the EFSEC staff,

17   will provide the update.

18                      MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair

19   Beckett and EFSEC Council members.  This is Sean

20   Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC, reporting on behalf

21   of Amy Moon.

22        Staff continue to work with the certificate holder

23   to review mitigation plans as required under the site

24   certification agreement, or SCA.  And on May 14th,

25   EFSEC received the draft pre-operational technical
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 1   advisory group facilitator report for Habitat-6,

 2   project layout and design.  Staff are currently

 3   reviewing the report and will provide feedback to the

 4   certificate holder in early June.  Micro-siting

 5   clarifications captured in this plan are within the

 6   terms and conditions of the current site certification

 7   agreement.

 8        Does the Council have any questions?

 9                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

10        None at this time, looks like.  So thank you.

11        We will move on to Hop Hill Solar, and John Barnes

12   will provide the update.

13                      MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair

14   Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,

15   EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.

16        On April 28th and 29th, EFSEC met with Ecology and

17   the applicant's consultant, ERM, or Environmental

18   Resource Management, to conduct field verification of

19   the wetlands and waters delineation reports for this

20   project and what was produced by ERM.

21        We are awaiting the Ecology validation report for

22   this visit.  Staff are also continuing to work with the

23   applicant on the submission of additional application

24   materials for the Hop Hill project.

25        Are there any questions?
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 1                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

 2        Hearing none.

 3        We will move on to the Wallula Gap Solar project,

 4   and John Barnes will provide that update as well.

 5                      MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair

 6   Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,

 7   EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.

 8        Staff are continuing to work with the applicant,

 9   OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource

10   Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,

11   traditional cultural properties, study and report

12   conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.

13        Staff are working with the applicant and the

14   Department of Ecology to determine if project

15   modifications are needed based on information contained

16   in the Department of Ecology final wetlands and waters

17   report.  As a reminder, identification of potential

18   project impacts and mitigations that can be resolved as

19   part of the EFSEC SEPA determination process.

20        Are there any questions?

21                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

22        Council members?

23        None at this time.

24        We will then move on to the Goldeneye battery

25   storage project, and Joanne Snarski will provide that
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 1   update.

 2                      MS. SNARSKI:  Yes.  Thank you again.

 3   This is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the

 4   proposed Goldeneye battery energy storage facility in

 5   Skagit County.

 6        Staff are continuing to assess the potential

 7   impacts from the project as required by the State

 8   Environmental Policy Act.  Following coordination with

 9   representatives from both Department of Archaeological

10   and Historic Preservation and the Governor's Office of

11   Indian Affairs, on May 8th we sent a letter to the

12   Upper Skagit Tribe.  This correspondence articulated

13   the feedback we need from them on the cultural

14   resources survey.  The tribe acknowledged the request

15   and indicated that they will be able to respond to us

16   very soon, hopefully this week.

17        And that's all I have.  Can I answer any

18   questions?

19                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members.  I

20   think we'll wait for the answer too.  So thank you for

21   the update.

22        And then we do have Item j, our last added project

23   today.  Again, now, this is -- as a reminder, in this

24   ongoing first few months, projects that are routine,

25   they're in the packets, but they're listed in the
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 1   bottom of the agenda under "Note."  When something

 2   happens after the agenda is published, we're able to

 3   quickly amend and put it on the agenda for the day.  We

 4   try to do that in advance if we know, just for just,

 5   you know, transparency standpoint.

 6        But, with that, Jarred Caseday will provide the

 7   update.  "Caseday."  Excuse me.

 8                      MR. CASEDAY.  Good afternoon, Chair

 9   Beckett, EFSEC Council, and staff.  This is Jarred

10   Caseday with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley

11   wind power project.

12        Kittitas Valley had two turbines vandalized

13   between January 2026 and April 2026.  This incident has

14   been reported to the Kittitas County Sheriff's

15   Department.  Turbine G4:  Damage to the door lock

16   mechanism.  Turbine G1:  Unauthorized paint marks at

17   the base of the tower turbine -- excuse me -- turbine

18   tower.  Both turbines have been repaired.

19        Do you have any questions?

20                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

21        Council Rybarik.

22                      MR. RYBARIK:  And just one question.

23   Obviously operate other projects across probably many

24   geographies.  I just wonder if this is a trend you're

25   seeing elsewhere.  Is this a unique situation to this
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 1   location?  Or kind of give us some context for the

 2   vandalism that's been identified at this location, if

 3   you could.

 4                      MR. CASEDAY:  So this project's been

 5   operating since 2010, and this is the first time we've

 6   ever had an incident of vandalism.  So for here, it's

 7   extremely rare.

 8                      MR. RYBARIK:  Any conte- -- are you

 9   seeing anything in other places that we should be

10   mindful of as we think about the context in which we're

11   operating these projects, or is this -- is this unique?

12        It's obviously unique for this location.  I just

13   wonder if you're seeing any trends elsewhere.

14                      MR. CASEDAY:  I think I'd defer

15   maybe to offline for other -- for that comment, just

16   considering it's not effective to this project.

17                      MR. RYBARIK:  Okay.

18                      CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.

19                      MR. RYBARIK:  Fair enough.

20                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Anything else,

21   Council members?

22        Hearing none.

23        With that, we will move on to our final item,

24   which I believe is our director update from Dave

25   Walker.
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 1                      MR. WALKER:  Thank you, Chair

 2   Beckett.

 3        For the record, Dave Walker, interim director with

 4   EFSEC.  I do have a couple things to talk about today.

 5        First of all, I wanted to give an update on our

 6   strategic planning as an agency.  If you recall last

 7   year, we began the process with our extended management

 8   team on identifying several areas of the agency that we

 9   wanted to bring forward for the '26-'28 strategic plan,

10   which predominantly focused on our strategic focus,

11   what matters not only to the agency but to our

12   customers and partners, defining our unique

13   contributions that the agency brings, and, finally,

14   what is our overall scope that we really wanted to

15   focus on during this two-year period.

16        We have draft finals right now.  We have not

17   finalized this as of yet.  There is a little bit more

18   work to do when it comes to designing our measures and

19   metrics around how we know we're going to be successful

20   as an agency.  The end-goal plan is to have the new

21   strategic plan stood up and operational July 1st of

22   this year.  So we have a little bit more work to do on

23   that front with the metrics, but we are very, very

24   close at this point.

25        We are also looking at putting our one-page
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 1   strategic plan out on the Internet for those of the

 2   public and our partners who wish to take a look at it.

 3   And I believe most likely at the next Council meeting,

 4   we'll be ready to more openly share that with the

 5   Council once we have everything nailed down on it.

 6        So any questions on strategic planning?

 7                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?

 8                      MR. WALKER:  Okay.

 9                      CHAIR BECKETT:  I will just say, as

10   chair, I have been a participant in that work and

11   really appreciate the internal work that was, in part,

12   there before I ever came to the agency.  But it

13   certainly has been a focus as intended before and

14   during my tenure here.  And it's a product I can stand

15   behind.  So certainly welcome others' feedback.  And it

16   will -- maybe Dave spoke to this, but it's worth

17   reiterating.

18        Ultimately the plan is reflective of lots of

19   feedback the agency's gotten, I think, over time and

20   certainly, you know, in the past year-plus in my term.

21   And the plan can iterate.  So, you know, as things

22   adapt and we learn, then so can the plan.  So I would

23   just emphasize that, as folks see -- so feedback is

24   welcome, but at the same time, you know, know it will

25   be kind of a living document where it needs to be.
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 1                      MR. WALKER:  And thank you for

 2   bringing that up, Chair Beckett.

 3        One thing I would add is that we did our best at

 4   incorporating both partner and customer input that we

 5   have received that you were just discussing a moment

 6   ago.  Ongoing input, nothing that we specifically

 7   requested.  But nonetheless, they were all focal points

 8   as we move through putting this plan together.  So I

 9   think we have a very comprehensive plan in moving

10   forward once we get it finalized, so...

11        The next piece that I wanted to speak to was --

12   and this actually is a -- an element of our strategic

13   plan.  We've identified that there are several internal

14   processes to the agency that we need to start doing

15   process mapping around.  And we've actually begun those

16   efforts here a month or two ago with certain processes

17   within the agency that we felt needed to be brought out

18   immediately.

19        But there are some larger conversations and larger

20   efforts going on around mapping the siting process as

21   an example.  And we used one of our newest projects,

22   Gray Bobcat, as an example of that as to how we believe

23   it's going to fall out.

24        We're going to continue to grow these mapping

25   processes, but we see them as being very beneficial and
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 1   not only helping us identify what's going to be

 2   required for these projects moving forward, but it's

 3   also going to be very transparent for the project

 4   owners, themselves, to understand what are the time

 5   frames that we are looking at, what are the steps

 6   potentially that we're going to have to go through.

 7        There are many, many ins and outs to the siting

 8   process, as we all know, and it's very dependent on

 9   what has occurred previously as to what are going to be

10   the next steps within the process.  But that's

11   something that we're still striving to capture as much

12   as possible and begin to get a better handle on making

13   sure that we're openly communicating with our partners

14   on what is going to be required for these projects.  So

15   more work to come on that.

16        Any questions from the Council?

17                      MR. RYBARIK:  Council Member

18   Rybarik.

19        And, Dave, thank you.  Thank you for that.  I'll

20   just add to it -- and I think this is inherent in that

21   process -- that that transparency is really important

22   to the members of the public who might want to engage

23   in that process or sort of understand the, you know,

24   sort of start-to-finish process, because I think that

25   can be really challenging if that's something you want

0041

 1   to engage in, or members of the local governments that

 2   want to see sort of that process spelled out.

 3        That process mapping, I think, is -- it's just a

 4   great exercise for everybody in that process to truly

 5   understand what are all the steps that go on along the

 6   way.  So appreciate the work that's being done there.

 7                      MR. WALKER:  Absolutely.  Well, I

 8   can speak for myself.  I had a couple of "aha" moments

 9   as we were moving through the process, so it was

10   beneficial.  Absolutely.

11        The final piece, I just wanted to give a quick

12   update on the executive director recruitment.

13        We completed first-round interviews last week.

14   Tomorrow we are going to be meeting with all four of

15   the candidates that had initially gone through the

16   first round of four second-round interviews.

17        From there, we will be making determinations for

18   potential third round, which I think is going to happen

19   at that point.  That's generally when the final

20   candidate or candidates have an opportunity to meet

21   with agency staff.  Questions can be asked of them both

22   ways.

23        At this point, I'm anticipating having a new

24   executive director on board no later than July 1st.

25   And that would be physically on-site.  Of course, those
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 1   time frames can change, dependent on what occurs

 2   between now and then, but at least that is our goal in

 3   moving forward.  So -- and that's all I have.

 4                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  So thank

 5   you for all that.  Let me make a couple, two segments

 6   of comments.

 7        On the process improvement mapping and just other

 8   aspects of that, I just want to thank the staff,

 9   especially the team that has been most, you know,

10   directly attached to that work here in the near term,

11   knowing it has touched others, I'm sure, already beyond

12   it.

13        But it's added work on certain levels, and I want

14   to acknowledge that.  But to the degree we can embed it

15   with what was existing work anyway that we're doing,

16   you know, I hope that helps, and where -- how we best

17   work together to manage all those different competing

18   priorities and demands, I want to acknowledge that.

19   And it's -- as I've said privately but I want to say it

20   publicly, that's always an important open conversation

21   to stay close with, because we're going to do better

22   work for it.

23        And the answers lurk in unusual places -- I'll

24   just say that -- on how the process works; how does it

25   work, you know, better, differently, faster.  Sometimes
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 1   it needs more time.  So, you know, there are all those

 2   range of dynamics that we have to balance as an agency,

 3   whether it's the Council or the staff.  So want to hold

 4   that up and celebrate it and say thank you.

 5        On the interviews -- and sorry.  Maybe you said

 6   this, Dave.  But I did want to acknowledge to the

 7   Council as well, also thanking Council Pamplin, who had

 8   volunteered, if there was a role, you know, to

 9   participate in some of the interviews.  And so he will

10   join us tomorrow as part of the interview panel.  And

11   just wanted to say thank you and acknowledge that for

12   our fellow Council members as well.  And thanks for

13   volunteering earlier on.

14                      MR. PAMPLIN:  You bet.

15                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Were there other

16   comments to Dave's, Council members?

17                      MR. RYBARIK:  Thank you.

18                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Then we will

19   move on to the item I referenced very at a high level

20   at the beginning.  And so this is just a quick

21   discussion more -- once I kind of set the table for the

22   permanent Council members to weigh in, if other project

23   council who are here had any comments, I certainly, you

24   know, would add those in, but want to acknowledge this

25   is probably more focused on the permanent Council
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 1   members.

 2        And we started a practice in December that -- with

 3   a couple new Council members.  We'll have to catch the

 4   new Commerce person up too.  We had an outside

 5   presentation in this case from Fish and Wildlife, who

 6   had been bringing forward for some time an important

 7   body of work around shrub-steppe and new guidelines and

 8   a process through that.

 9        And while I think there was an intent to do -- to

10   repeat that with other change, including all the lists

11   we just ran through, we just haven't been doing that.

12   So I don't think we lack for topics.  And some of those

13   could be more specific to our work on whether that's

14   battery storage safety, as an example; shrub-steppe

15   we've done.

16        I would note the -- rolled out this past week by

17   the director of Ecology and the governor, the

18   Washington's Water Future initiative.  And clearly

19   that's a big issue, and it's clearly always been an

20   issue in energy projects, but it's going to be on

21   display as more of a primary consideration probably

22   than it was in years past.

23        There are others that go into, you know, larger

24   energy, how much do we need and when and where and

25   those things.  I want to acknowledge at the Department
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 1   of Commerce and the UTC, who do joint work on some of

 2   those topics, we may not be repeating it always, but at

 3   the same time, if any of you find benefit in -- as a

 4   Council, as the EFSEC Council, hearing of that, and if

 5   you can hear it one more time for some of you, like

 6   Chair Rybarik of the UTC, then I'd kind of, you know,

 7   defer to you.

 8        I would also note and thank Council Osborne for

 9   flagging it in our call last week, which is the

10   Northwest Power Planning Council will be releasing

11   their Ninth Power Plan draft in July.  And there is

12   definitely relevance on what's going on in that to

13   everything I just listed.

14        So I'll stop there, other than I should have

15   noted -- and I don't know how to, you know, kind of

16   work through this, but affordability is on display more

17   than ever, but including in the EFSEC statute, called

18   at a reasonable cost.  And I don't know how to use that

19   or qualify it or quantify it, but it would seem

20   relevant in amidst all the other considerations that we

21   have.

22        So with that, let me turn this to my fellow

23   Council members, and just whatever you care to share.

24   And this would be intended, is it 30 minutes at the end

25   of a meeting that's already not going three hours
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 1   because it's, like today, it's 2:19, and if we went to

 2   3:00, what would we do with that 41 minutes?  So I want

 3   to also acknowledge that you all have day jobs in

 4   addition to your service here on the EFSEC Council,

 5   unlike me.  So I would defer to, you know, just how do

 6   you all want to balance that.

 7        And I don't think that this always requires all of

 8   you to be here.  Not that that should be exclusionary.

 9   I think we'll do better work if we can have most of us

10   here.  But it can be at the tail end where we've

11   already got a meeting running.  For those who want to

12   participate from the public, it's not much of a added

13   resource use to keep going another 40 minutes.  And I

14   want to try and keep this light on the staff as far as

15   who's presenting and things like that, so -- and I

16   thought shrub-steppe was a good example of how to

17   balance all those different realities.

18        So, with that, finally, back to the Council.

19        Council Dean.

20                      MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.

21   I would just like to say that I would really support

22   that.  And as the newest Council member, I'm probably

23   still coming up to speed more than the rest of you.

24   But I, for example, found it really helpful to go to

25   the meeting that the UTC hosted with BPA.  And I just
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 1   think context is really important in these really

 2   complex situations, and I benefit a lot from the

 3   opportunity to learn more than can be included in our

 4   packet of course.  So I support that as the agenda

 5   allows.

 6                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council

 7   Dean.

 8        Let me turn to Council Pamplin and then to Council

 9   Nelson, who I noted had his hand up a moment ago.

10        Council Pamplin.

11                      MR. PAMPLIN:  Great.  Thank you,

12   Mr. Chair.  Yes, I'm a proponent of this idea.  I

13   appreciate you bringing this forward again.  You know,

14   I see in EFSEC statutes also part of the mission is a

15   convener of these conversations, and so there is an

16   obligation in front of the agency to do that.  And this

17   proposal, I think, helps meet that need.

18        In terms of the, you know, the suggestions about,

19   yes, if you have -- if we have a very busy,

20   action-oriented agenda, maybe we postpone that briefing

21   to later.  I'm hoping that a lot of the types of

22   briefings that we would be asking likely other agencies

23   to bring forward is something that they've already

24   prepared.  And so it's hopefully not an extra, you

25   know, significant workload.
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 1        It wasn't that much work for our staff to bring

 2   forward the -- a presentation on the update of the wind

 3   and solar guidelines, for instance, in December.  So

 4   hopefully we can replicate that.

 5        In terms of potential topics, I really like the

 6   idea of receiving an update on the energy kind of

 7   demand forecast, what's the current utilization, what's

 8   our state's progress relative towards deriving energy

 9   from clean energy sources, and another potential

10   topic -- and this is -- don't know.  I haven't visited

11   with Ecology on this, but what's the status of their

12   new clean energy permitting pathway, and is that ready

13   for a briefing in front of this body?  Thank you.

14                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

15        Council Nelson.

16                      MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair

17   Beckett.  Council Nelson here.  I was just taking notes

18   from what Council Pamplin was saying.  That was great.

19   I'm also a proponent of this idea.  (Videoconference

20   technical difficulties.)

21                      CHAIR BECKETT:  And, Council, you

22   have frozen, I believe, just to let you know.  You may

23   want to --

24                      MR. NELSON:  Oh, no.

25                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- rewind just
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 1   briefly.

 2                      MR. NELSON:  Can you hear me now?

 3                      CHAIR BECKETT:  We can.

 4                      MR. NELSON:  Okay.  Great.  I'll

 5   just turn my camera off.

 6        I was just saying I'm a proponent of the idea as

 7   well.  And in my day job, I oversee a product

 8   stewardship unit.  And we have take-back programs where

 9   producers pay for the recycling or disposal of products

10   in this state, such as solar panels and soon

11   medium-format batteries, perhaps eventually

12   large-format batteries.  So at the very least, although

13   the program's been deferred for a couple years, I would

14   love one of my staff to come present on that solar

15   panel take-back program to the -- to the Council.

16   Because ultimately producers will be paying for those

17   costs eventually in this state.  So "yes" for the idea,

18   and products as well as eco --

19                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.

20        And certainly as small-scale solar continues to

21   deploy, and as various panels cycle out, that will be,

22   you know, more of a retail residential version in

23   addition to the commercial.  So appreciate that.

24        Council Rybarik.

25                      MR. RYBARIK:  Thank you,
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 1   Mr. Chairman.  I'll just add to the support for this --

 2   for this concept.  I don't have a list of ideas as

 3   Council Member Pamplin very nicely brought to the

 4   table, but I'll think on that.

 5        But this is -- an important piece is, as I think

 6   both you and Council Member Dean noted, that we are at

 7   the UTC trying to engage in this kind of "the more you

 8   know" campaign.  But ultimately -- right? -- the

 9   decisions we have to make here at the EFSEC, the

10   decisions we make at the UTC are based on a record of a

11   case before us.

12        So often we're kind of learning that in real time,

13   which is really important, but I think this is an

14   opportunity for us to get educated so we can ask even

15   better questions in those processes and have that

16   process be more efficient and more effective for -- for

17   the people who are participating in it.

18        So I think this is -- this is great.  It's going

19   to be incumbent on us to continue to think of good

20   ideas to bring to that table and make sure we have the

21   time for it, but I think this is part and parcel of the

22   continued development and the convening work that we do

23   here at EFSEC and ultimately getting us to make better

24   decisions, and that's a really good goal.  So

25   appreciate the thinking on this and big support.  Thank

0051

 1   you.

 2                      CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.

 3        Any other Council comments?

 4        Don't see any.

 5        Okay.  And, actually, since the -- Council Dean

 6   brought up the meeting with Bonneville, and I'll -- on

 7   behalf of the UTC, let me just say thank you, because

 8   that included EFSEC and Commerce and Ecology, both

 9   Director Sixkiller and myself, and others.  And then as

10   it turned out, new EFSEC Council Member Dean was able

11   to join us despite a very short notice.  So appreciate

12   your extra effort to join that day, and I think more of

13   that is important too --

14                      MR. RYBARIK:  Yeah.

15                      CHAIR BECKETT:  -- and how we

16   leverage many of these forums in that way.

17        Okay.  Well, then that actually concludes our

18   meeting today.

19        Any last comments from Council or staff?

20        Then I will adjourn us at 2:26 p.m.  Thank you,

21   all, very much for your time and participation.

22                             (Meeting adjourned at

23                              2:26 p.m.)

24
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 1   STATE OF WASHINGTON )     I, John M.S. Botelho, CCR, RPR,

                         ) ss  a certified court reporter

 2   County of Pierce    )     in the State of Washington, do

                               hereby certify:

 3

 4

          That the foregoing monthly meeting of the Washington

 5   State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was conducted

     in my presence and adjourned on May 20, 2026, and thereafter

 6   was transcribed under my direction; that the transcript is a

     full, true and complete transcript of the said meeting,

 7   transcribed to the best of my ability;

 8        That I am not a relative, employee, attorney or counsel

     of any party to this matter or relative or employee of any

 9   such attorney or counsel and that I am not financially

     interested in the said matter or the outcome thereof;

10

          IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand

11   this 4th day of June, 2026.

12

13

14

15                             _________________________________

                               /s/John M.S. Botelho, CCR, RPR

16                             Certified Court Reporter No. 2976

                               (Certification expires 5/26/2027.)
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		239						LN		9		25		false		           25     council on CRT.  So it's been an important step.  Just				false

		240						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		241						LN		10		1		false		            1     wanted to acknowledge both the ongoing presence as well				false

		242						LN		10		2		false		            2     as our newer members.				false

		243						LN		10		3		false		            3          Relatedly, for our permanent Council members, I				false

		244						LN		10		4		false		            4     wanted to acknowledge that Elizabeth Osborne will be				false

		245						LN		10		5		false		            5     stepping aside from the EFSEC Council on behalf of the				false

		246						LN		10		6		false		            6     Department of Commerce, I believe effective by the June				false

		247						LN		10		7		false		            7     meeting.  And we're pleased to have her with us today.				false

		248						LN		10		8		false		            8     And appreciate your long-standing service not only to				false

		249						LN		10		9		false		            9     the state but also to the EFSEC Council and agency.				false

		250						LN		10		10		false		           10          And, with that, I was going to turn this to				false

		251						LN		10		11		false		           11     Council Osborne for any remarks that she would like to				false

		252						LN		10		12		false		           12     make, knowing we'll find a means to, and a moment, to				false

		253						LN		10		13		false		           13     honor you more formally in the future.  But, with that,				false

		254						LN		10		14		false		           14     I would turn that to you, Council.				false

		255						LN		10		15		false		           15                        MS. OSBORNE:  Thank you, Chair				false

		256						LN		10		16		false		           16     Beckett.  I appreciate having had the opportunity to				false

		257						LN		10		17		false		           17     serve on EFSEC on behalf of the Department of Commerce.				false

		258						LN		10		18		false		           18     And I'd like to extend my sincere thanks to you, Chair,				false

		259						LN		10		19		false		           19     for your leadership and to the EFSEC staff for their				false

		260						LN		10		20		false		           20     consistent high-quality work in support of the Council				false

		261						LN		10		21		false		           21     members and our decision-making.				false

		262						LN		10		22		false		           22          I'd like to also acknowledge and thank the current				false

		263						LN		10		23		false		           23     members of the Council and the members who served				false

		264						LN		10		24		false		           24     throughout the time I was here.  I have very much				false

		265						LN		10		25		false		           25     appreciated your perspectives and benefited from your				false

		266						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		267						LN		11		1		false		            1     expertise during my time.				false

		268						LN		11		2		false		            2          The last thing I'd like to add is that I really				false

		269						LN		11		3		false		            3     appreciate and thank the members of the public who				false

		270						LN		11		4		false		            4     participate in EFSEC's work.  Yeah, I would just really				false

		271						LN		11		5		false		            5     like to thank them for contributing their time in that				false

		272						LN		11		6		false		            6     effort.  So thanks again, Chair Beckett and members of				false

		273						LN		11		7		false		            7     the Council.  And that concludes my remarks.				false

		274						LN		11		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		275						LN		11		9		false		            9          And if any other Council members care to make a				false

		276						LN		11		10		false		           10     quick word, let me acknowledge that.  And no				false

		277						LN		11		11		false		           11     obligation.  But, otherwise, we'll proceed.				false

		278						LN		11		12		false		           12          So with -- and I should note a closing note,				false

		279						LN		11		13		false		           13     having learned this in a quick call that Elizabeth was				false

		280						LN		11		14		false		           14     good -- or Council Osborne was good enough to make time				false

		281						LN		11		15		false		           15     for, that she onboarded during the Horse Heaven				false

		282						LN		11		16		false		           16     project, but I believe in the heart of the adjudication				false

		283						LN		11		17		false		           17     process, which would be quite a place to begin your				false

		284						LN		11		18		false		           18     service on the Council.  So some point, wherever that				false

		285						LN		11		19		false		           19     was in that process, I just wanted to acknowledge that				false

		286						LN		11		20		false		           20     added duty as it was -- as fate befell you.  So thanks				false

		287						LN		11		21		false		           21     again.				false

		288						LN		11		22		false		           22          So, with that, Council, we have an agenda before				false

		289						LN		11		23		false		           23     us.  And I would entertain a motion to adopt the				false

		290						LN		11		24		false		           24     agenda.				false

		291						LN		11		25		false		           25          And we have one change that I'll speak to in the				false

		292						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		293						LN		12		1		false		            1     discussion.  So if I could put the agenda on the table.				false

		294						LN		12		2		false		            2                        MR. RYBARIK:  This is Brian Rybarik.				false

		295						LN		12		3		false		            3     I will move the adoption of the agenda.				false

		296						LN		12		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		297						LN		12		5		false		            5          Is there a second?				false

		298						LN		12		6		false		            6                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Second.				false

		299						LN		12		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		300						LN		12		8		false		            8          The agenda's on the table.  And we have one				false

		301						LN		12		9		false		            9     project that we need to amend the agenda to add, which				false

		302						LN		12		10		false		           10     is an update on the Kittitas Valley wind project, which				false

		303						LN		12		11		false		           11     would be Item j.  And while this does not -- that's				false

		304						LN		12		12		false		           12     No. 1.				false

		305						LN		12		13		false		           13          No. 2, this does not really require an amendment,				false

		306						LN		12		14		false		           14     but I wanted to acknowledge it out of transparency both				false

		307						LN		12		15		false		           15     for Council as well as others online or participating				false

		308						LN		12		16		false		           16     from the public, that at the tail end of our director's				false

		309						LN		12		17		false		           17     update, I wanted to just have a quick discussion				false

		310						LN		12		18		false		           18     amongst the permanent Council members of some				false

		311						LN		12		19		false		           19     additional topics that we might bring to our forum here				false

		312						LN		12		20		false		           20     on occasion, so I wanted to just acknowledge that up				false

		313						LN		12		21		false		           21     front.				false

		314						LN		12		22		false		           22          And if there was further discussion or amendments,				false

		315						LN		12		23		false		           23     I would hear them now.  And, otherwise, we have an				false

		316						LN		12		24		false		           24     amended agenda on the table which I will soon call				false

		317						LN		12		25		false		           25     action on.				false

		318						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		319						LN		13		1		false		            1          Any further comments?				false

		320						LN		13		2		false		            2          Hearing none.				false

		321						LN		13		3		false		            3          All in favor of adopting the agenda as amended,				false

		322						LN		13		4		false		            4     please say "aye."				false

		323						LN		13		5		false		            5                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.				false

		324						LN		13		6		false		            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?				false

		325						LN		13		7		false		            7     Abstentions?  Okay.  We have our agenda for the day.				false

		326						LN		13		8		false		            8          Moving on to the minutes.  I would entertain a				false

		327						LN		13		9		false		            9     motion to adopt the April 18th [sic] regular monthly				false

		328						LN		13		10		false		           10     meeting minutes.  Is there such a motion?				false

		329						LN		13		11		false		           11                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair, I move to				false

		330						LN		13		12		false		           12     approve the April 18th [sic], 2026, monthly meeting				false

		331						LN		13		13		false		           13     minutes.				false

		332						LN		13		14		false		           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		333						LN		13		15		false		           15          Is there a second?				false

		334						LN		13		16		false		           16                        MR. RYBARIK:  This is Brian Rybarik.				false

		335						LN		13		17		false		           17                        MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean.				false

		336						LN		13		18		false		           18                        MR. RYBARIK:  Kate, go ahead.				false

		337						LN		13		19		false		           19                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you.				false

		338						LN		13		20		false		           20          Kate Dean.  I'll second.				false

		339						LN		13		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.				false

		340						LN		13		22		false		           22          Are there any changes to the minutes from Council?				false

		341						LN		13		23		false		           23     I do not know of any, since I typically bring them up,				false

		342						LN		13		24		false		           24     or have.				false

		343						LN		13		25		false		           25          Council Pamplin.				false

		344						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		345						LN		14		1		false		            1                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah.  Thanks,				false

		346						LN		14		2		false		            2     Mr. Chair.				false

		347						LN		14		3		false		            3          On Council Packet PDF Page No. 11, which in the				false

		348						LN		14		4		false		            4     quadrant of the pages of the meeting minutes, Page 28,				false

		349						LN		14		5		false		            5     Line 10, I believe I had said "or your '27-'29				false

		350						LN		14		6		false		            6     operating budget," and it says "operating project."				false

		351						LN		14		7		false		            7     Thank you.				false

		352						LN		14		8		false		            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		353						LN		14		9		false		            9          I think staff have that change.				false

		354						LN		14		10		false		           10          Any others?				false

		355						LN		14		11		false		           11          Hearing none.  I'll --				false

		356						LN		14		12		false		           12                        MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick.  I'll just				false

		357						LN		14		13		false		           13     note that I think this is just a good hygiene practice				false

		358						LN		14		14		false		           14     for us particularly on motions.  There's a lot of				false

		359						LN		14		15		false		           15     times -- I know the court reporter has to follow this				false

		360						LN		14		16		false		           16     very quickly -- that we have unidentified voices are				false

		361						LN		14		17		false		           17     the -- are the people making the motions.  I think it's				false

		362						LN		14		18		false		           18     probably just a good practice for us to identify				false

		363						LN		14		19		false		           19     ourselves, then identify the motion, and keep a				false

		364						LN		14		20		false		           20     complete record of who's made those motions.				false

		365						LN		14		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.				false

		366						LN		14		22		false		           22     Yep.  The end of the day, EFSEC is as much a				false

		367						LN		14		23		false		           23     record-making place as it is other things.  So				false

		368						LN		14		24		false		           24     appreciate that.				false

		369						LN		14		25		false		           25          Any other comments?  Hearing none.				false

		370						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		371						LN		15		1		false		            1          All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,				false

		372						LN		15		2		false		            2     please say "aye."				false

		373						LN		15		3		false		            3                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.				false

		374						LN		15		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  And				false

		375						LN		15		5		false		            5     abstentions?				false

		376						LN		15		6		false		            6          Minutes are adopted as amended.				false

		377						LN		15		7		false		            7          Moving on to our project updates.  Let me -- so				false

		378						LN		15		8		false		            8     we're going to obviously take up Columbia Solar here,				false

		379						LN		15		9		false		            9     and Sara Randolph will be providing the update actually				false

		380						LN		15		10		false		           10     on both Item a and b.				false

		381						LN		15		11		false		           11          And I just wanted to flag at a high level -- you				false

		382						LN		15		12		false		           12     will hear this in other form from Sarah.  There are two				false

		383						LN		15		13		false		           13     amendments for these two projects.  And in last month,				false

		384						LN		15		14		false		           14     the amendment was in your packet.  And you'll have an				false

		385						LN		15		15		false		           15     update on that today.				false

		386						LN		15		16		false		           16          On Goose Prairie, there is the information on the				false

		387						LN		15		17		false		           17     amendment request.  And then proposed in -- after the				false

		388						LN		15		18		false		           18     June meeting, we would be taking both those changes up				false

		389						LN		15		19		false		           19     in a public hearing.  And you'll hear more from the				false

		390						LN		15		20		false		           20     staff on that.  And then likely action in July on both				false

		391						LN		15		21		false		           21     those.				false

		392						LN		15		22		false		           22          So at a high level, those are kind of the				false

		393						LN		15		23		false		           23     interrelated things that are coming up on Items a and				false

		394						LN		15		24		false		           24     b, and I just wanted to try and frame that going into				false

		395						LN		15		25		false		           25     the particulars of each item.  So hopefully that helps.				false

		396						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		397						LN		16		1		false		            1          And, with that, I will turn it to you, Sara				false

		398						LN		16		2		false		            2     Randolph, for an update on Columbia Solar.				false

		399						LN		16		3		false		            3                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Thank you, Chair				false

		400						LN		16		4		false		            4     Beckett, Council members, and staff.  For the record,				false

		401						LN		16		5		false		            5     this is Sara Randolph, site specialist for Columbia				false

		402						LN		16		6		false		            6     Solar.				false

		403						LN		16		7		false		            7          The regular facility update is provided in your				false

		404						LN		16		8		false		            8     packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.				false

		405						LN		16		9		false		            9          As mentioned at the April Council meeting,				false

		406						LN		16		10		false		           10     Columbia Solar submitted a request for transfer of				false

		407						LN		16		11		false		           11     ownership pursuant to WAC 463-66.  Given the				false

		408						LN		16		12		false		           12     administrative nature of the amendment request, staff				false

		409						LN		16		13		false		           13     propose that we hold the informational hearing required				false

		410						LN		16		14		false		           14     by WAC 463-66-30 immediately following the regular June				false

		411						LN		16		15		false		           15     Council meeting.  Details of the informational hearing				false

		412						LN		16		16		false		           16     will be noticed in the incoming week.				false

		413						LN		16		17		false		           17          Following the informational meeting and review of				false

		414						LN		16		18		false		           18     comments received, staff will prepare the necessary				false

		415						LN		16		19		false		           19     documentation to support the Council's action on the				false

		416						LN		16		20		false		           20     request, which will be posted for public comment prior				false

		417						LN		16		21		false		           21     to Council vote on the request.  We anticipate				false

		418						LN		16		22		false		           22     requesting the Council to take up the decision at the				false

		419						LN		16		23		false		           23     July Council meeting.  Thank you.				false

		420						LN		16		24		false		           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		421						LN		16		25		false		           25          Were there any comments?  Knowing you did a little				false

		422						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		423						LN		17		1		false		            1     last time on that one, so okay.  Hearing none.				false

		424						LN		17		2		false		            2          We will move on to Goose Prairie.  And, again,				false

		425						LN		17		3		false		            3     Sara Randolph.				false

		426						LN		17		4		false		            4                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Thank you again,				false

		427						LN		17		5		false		            5     Chair Beckett.  For the record, this is Sara Randolph,				false

		428						LN		17		6		false		            6     site specialist for Goose Prairie.				false

		429						LN		17		7		false		            7          The regular facility update is provided in your				false

		430						LN		17		8		false		            8     packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.				false

		431						LN		17		9		false		            9          On April 29th, Brookfield applied for an indirect				false

		432						LN		17		10		false		           10     transfer of the Goose Prairie SCA.  Similar to the				false

		433						LN		17		11		false		           11     activity for the Columbia Solar amendment request,				false

		434						LN		17		12		false		           12     staff propose that we also hold the informational				false

		435						LN		17		13		false		           13     hearing required by WAC 463-66-30 following the regular				false

		436						LN		17		14		false		           14     June Council meeting.  Details of the informational				false

		437						LN		17		15		false		           15     hearing will be noticed in the coming week.				false

		438						LN		17		16		false		           16          Following the informational meeting and review of				false

		439						LN		17		17		false		           17     comments received, staff will prepare the necessary				false

		440						LN		17		18		false		           18     documentation to support the Council's action on the				false

		441						LN		17		19		false		           19     request, which will be posted for public comment prior				false

		442						LN		17		20		false		           20     to Council vote on the request.  We anticipate				false

		443						LN		17		21		false		           21     requesting the Council to take up the decision in the				false

		444						LN		17		22		false		           22     July Council meeting.  Thank you.				false

		445						LN		17		23		false		           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, are there				false

		446						LN		17		24		false		           24     comments to the materials in your packet today?  I have				false

		447						LN		17		25		false		           25     at least one, but let me call on my fellow Council				false

		448						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		449						LN		18		1		false		            1     first.				false

		450						LN		18		2		false		            2          All right.  So on -- sorry -- the -- I have the				false

		451						LN		18		3		false		            3     hard copy that doesn't have the page numbers on it.				false

		452						LN		18		4		false		            4     But if you look in your PDF on the transfer of an SCA,				false

		453						LN		18		5		false		            5     so there's the cover letter, and then it goes into the				false

		454						LN		18		6		false		            6     No. 1, No. 2, so on.  Summary of an application for				false

		455						LN		18		7		false		            7     transfer.				false

		456						LN		18		8		false		            8          And at the top of the next page, there's the term				false

		457						LN		18		9		false		            9     "MSA."  And there's a couple undefined acronyms like				false

		458						LN		18		10		false		           10     this that -- there are more in here than I realized				false

		459						LN		18		11		false		           11     once I went down this rabbit hole, but essentially what				false

		460						LN		18		12		false		           12     does -- what does "MSA" stand for?  I believe it's				false

		461						LN		18		13		false		           13     probably "management service agreement."  But can				false

		462						LN		18		14		false		           14     someone clarify the definition of that acronym?				false

		463						LN		18		15		false		           15     Because it's, to me, not an unimportant document, which				false

		464						LN		18		16		false		           16     I can explain, but...				false

		465						LN		18		17		false		           17          Sara, do you know?  Or others?				false

		466						LN		18		18		false		           18                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I don't know that				false

		467						LN		18		19		false		           19     we have the definition of that acronym on hand, but				false

		468						LN		18		20		false		           20     certainly we can clarify with the certificate holder				false

		469						LN		18		21		false		           21     and follow up with the Council.				false

		470						LN		18		22		false		           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  That'd be great.				false

		471						LN		18		23		false		           23     Knowing we're still in process here and there's no				false

		472						LN		18		24		false		           24     action today.  But assuming it is a management service				false

		473						LN		18		25		false		           25     agreement, and if it's a different word, I think that's				false

		474						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		475						LN		19		1		false		            1     the effective use of it.  And that document, as I read				false

		476						LN		19		2		false		            2     this, is what ensures that the actual services in the				false

		477						LN		19		3		false		            3     operations are accountable to the SCA from the new				false

		478						LN		19		4		false		            4     agreements that they are arranging that we're being				false

		479						LN		19		5		false		            5     asked to approve.				false

		480						LN		19		6		false		            6          And I generally didn't have other concerns with				false

		481						LN		19		7		false		            7     what I read, and not being a finance expert, but that				false

		482						LN		19		8		false		            8     certainly is -- seems some large, reputable firms that				false

		483						LN		19		9		false		            9     this is getting transferred to as far as that piece of				false

		484						LN		19		10		false		           10     it.  But I would just emphasize the way I read this is,				false

		485						LN		19		11		false		           11     whatever's in the MSA, standard as it may be, it's the				false

		486						LN		19		12		false		           12     connection between the SCA and the new ownership, which				false

		487						LN		19		13		false		           13     would seem material.				false

		488						LN		19		14		false		           14          So happy to -- other Council members, if you want				false

		489						LN		19		15		false		           15     to chime in on anything else or what I've shared, but				false

		490						LN		19		16		false		           16     that would conclude my feedback.				false

		491						LN		19		17		false		           17          And Ami Hafkemeyer.				false

		492						LN		19		18		false		           18                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I could just				false

		493						LN		19		19		false		           19     make some additional clarification.  For the record,				false

		494						LN		19		20		false		           20     this is Ami Hafkemeyer.				false

		495						LN		19		21		false		           21          For both facilities' SCA amendment requests, the				false

		496						LN		19		22		false		           22     actual certificate holder will remain the same.  So,				false

		497						LN		19		23		false		           23     for example, Goose Prairie Solar, LLC, will remain the				false

		498						LN		19		24		false		           24     certificate holder.  These changes in ownership are				false

		499						LN		19		25		false		           25     upstream changes and reflect changes in higher-level				false

		500						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		501						LN		20		1		false		            1     ownership of those LLCs and are generally reflected in				false

		502						LN		20		2		false		            2     the holder of the financial assurance that those				false

		503						LN		20		3		false		            3     facilities provide.				false

		504						LN		20		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  I think				false

		505						LN		20		5		false		            5     that's a helpful comment in particular.				false

		506						LN		20		6		false		            6          And let me just be clear.  I don't have great				false

		507						LN		20		7		false		            7     concern about what the management agreement says other				false

		508						LN		20		8		false		            8     than knowing, you know, that we've got enough				false

		509						LN		20		9		false		            9     connectivity there to the SCA, and as you just				false

		510						LN		20		10		false		           10     clarified, the current operator.  But ultimately				false

		511						LN		20		11		false		           11     resources flow through that.  And we just need to make				false

		512						LN		20		12		false		           12     sure that there's enough connectivity between that				false

		513						LN		20		13		false		           13     signed, executed document and the SCA.  So hope that				false

		514						LN		20		14		false		           14     helps.				false

		515						LN		20		15		false		           15          Council Pamplin.				false

		516						LN		20		16		false		           16                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah, thank you,				false

		517						LN		20		17		false		           17     Mr. Chair.  This is Nate Pamplin.				false

		518						LN		20		18		false		           18          I found it on PDF Page 20.  They did spell out the				false

		519						LN		20		19		false		           19     acronym as "master services agreement."				false

		520						LN		20		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I looked twice, but				false

		521						LN		20		21		false		           21     I -- good old, you know, what we read or what we don't				false

		522						LN		20		22		false		           22     read.  But I will go back and reread it a third time.				false

		523						LN		20		23		false		           23     Thank you.				false

		524						LN		20		24		false		           24          What page again?  I'll make a note.				false

		525						LN		20		25		false		           25                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Page 20.				false

		526						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		527						LN		21		1		false		            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate it.				false

		528						LN		21		2		false		            2          So unless there's other comments, I will help move				false

		529						LN		21		3		false		            3     us on.				false

		530						LN		21		4		false		            4                        MR. RYBARIK:  Mr. Chair.				false

		531						LN		21		5		false		            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.				false

		532						LN		21		6		false		            6                        MR. RYBARIK:  I guess the only --				false

		533						LN		21		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Rybarik.				false

		534						LN		21		8		false		            8                        MR. RYBARIK:  -- thought I have is,				false

		535						LN		21		9		false		            9     I mean, we're going to take action on this and discuss				false

		536						LN		21		10		false		           10     it, it sounds like, more deeply in about a month's				false

		537						LN		21		11		false		           11     time.  But I think what you're getting at here, to me,				false

		538						LN		21		12		false		           12     is the very analysis that we have to think about, which				false

		539						LN		21		13		false		           13     is, what's the -- what's the risk factor here?  Is this				false

		540						LN		21		14		false		           14     increasing any risk at all?  And, again, I think a				false

		541						LN		21		15		false		           15     change of ownership upstream is pretty normal course of				false

		542						LN		21		16		false		           16     business oftentimes.  And, again, I think you pointed				false

		543						LN		21		17		false		           17     out these entities appear to be well-financed,				false

		544						LN		21		18		false		           18     well-known entities that are coming here.				false

		545						LN		21		19		false		           19          But I just wonder from a staff perspective --				false

		546						LN		21		20		false		           20     again, not asking for the answer today but just to have				false

		547						LN		21		21		false		           21     that be a little bit of a focus point for all of us				false

		548						LN		21		22		false		           22     just to make sure we understand what the -- what the				false

		549						LN		21		23		false		           23     potential mechanical risks are of changing an ownership				false

		550						LN		21		24		false		           24     structure like this.  But recognizing the certificate				false

		551						LN		21		25		false		           25     and everything will remain in the same exact entity,				false

		552						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		553						LN		22		1		false		            1     just whether that upstream ownership has -- has any				false

		554						LN		22		2		false		            2     increased risk or at least some assessment of how we've				false

		555						LN		22		3		false		            3     looked at that from a staff perspective would be really				false

		556						LN		22		4		false		            4     helpful.				false

		557						LN		22		5		false		            5          So let's table that for now until June, but we'll				false

		558						LN		22		6		false		            6     have a more thorough discussion of it then.				false

		559						LN		22		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And I would also				false

		560						LN		22		8		false		            8     note, I thought the, you know, depiction infographic				false

		561						LN		22		9		false		            9     that lays out how the structure works and the ownership				false

		562						LN		22		10		false		           10     and the percentages as well as at the footnotes, for				false

		563						LN		22		11		false		           11     anyone that cares to be interested, you can find the --				false

		564						LN		22		12		false		           12                        MR. RYBARIK:  Mm-hmm.				false

		565						LN		22		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- stock listings				false

		566						LN		22		14		false		           14     and all that on all the public disclosures.  So despite				false

		567						LN		22		15		false		           15     focusing on the NMA and asking a question or two about				false

		568						LN		22		16		false		           16     it, I, again, thought all that was before us looked				false

		569						LN		22		17		false		           17     clear and well presented, and I appreciate that.  And				false

		570						LN		22		18		false		           18     evidently my own oversight on Page 21, the definition.				false

		571						LN		22		19		false		           19     So thank you.				false

		572						LN		22		20		false		           20          All right.  Then we will move on to Ostrea.  And				false

		573						LN		22		21		false		           21     Jon Voltz will provide the update today.				false

		574						LN		22		22		false		           22                        MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		575						LN		22		23		false		           23     Beckett, Council members, and staff.  This is Jon Voltz				false

		576						LN		22		24		false		           24     with Cypress Creek Renewables representing the Ostrea				false

		577						LN		22		25		false		           25     Solar facility.				false

		578						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		579						LN		23		1		false		            1          The previous reporting period, the O&M facility				false

		580						LN		23		2		false		            2     setup continued.  Established power, Internet, water,				false

		581						LN		23		3		false		            3     septic services.  We received the permission-to-operate				false

		582						LN		23		4		false		            4     letter from Bonneville Power Administration, which				false

		583						LN		23		5		false		            5     allowed the six-megawatt curtailment to be lifted.				false

		584						LN		23		6		false		            6     That curtailment lift allowed us to proceed with the				false

		585						LN		23		7		false		            7     remaining activities for commissioning and performance				false

		586						LN		23		8		false		            8     testing.  So aerial and field infrared scanning				false

		587						LN		23		9		false		            9     commenced, and a majority of the construction equipment				false

		588						LN		23		10		false		           10     demobilization began.  So we are getting near the end.				false

		589						LN		23		11		false		           11          As far as the environmental features, there's been				false

		590						LN		23		12		false		           12     several identified items that needed to be remediated.				false

		591						LN		23		13		false		           13     Those are, if not already remediated, are currently in				false

		592						LN		23		14		false		           14     progress, making efforts to progress toward				false

		593						LN		23		15		false		           15     installation of the permanent BMPs.  Other than that,				false

		594						LN		23		16		false		           16     there is nothing nonroutine to report for the period.				false

		595						LN		23		17		false		           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you,				false

		596						LN		23		18		false		           18     Mr. Voltz.  And thank you for the added emphasis in the				false

		597						LN		23		19		false		           19     improvements that have been made or are in motion.  So				false

		598						LN		23		20		false		           20     I know that was of concern as flagged by the staff.  I				false

		599						LN		23		21		false		           21     appreciate the shared effort there to get that up to				false

		600						LN		23		22		false		           22     standard.				false

		601						LN		23		23		false		           23          So were there other comments from Council?				false

		602						LN		23		24		false		           24                        MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick, Mr. Chair.				false

		603						LN		23		25		false		           25     And, Jon, thanks for the updates.  I think I've asked				false

		604						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		605						LN		24		1		false		            1     this before, but getting near the end leads my mind to				false

		606						LN		24		2		false		            2     want to know when the anticipated end is.  And wonder				false

		607						LN		24		3		false		            3     if you have an update there of when full commissioning				false

		608						LN		24		4		false		            4     and full operations are expected.				false

		609						LN		24		5		false		            5                        MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, sir.  The -- we are				false

		610						LN		24		6		false		            6     targeting to end the commissioning efforts and the				false

		611						LN		24		7		false		            7     contractual obligations with our EPC contractor June				false

		612						LN		24		8		false		            8     15th.  The full generation of the facility is underway,				false

		613						LN		24		9		false		            9     and so for the, I guess, commercial perspective, we are				false

		614						LN		24		10		false		           10     operational.  That's the PTO letter from BPA allowed us				false

		615						LN		24		11		false		           11     to -- to begin to produce -- generate some revenue from				false

		616						LN		24		12		false		           12     that production.				false

		617						LN		24		13		false		           13          As far as operational under the SCA, we did				false

		618						LN		24		14		false		           14     perform -- this will be on next month's update -- we				false

		619						LN		24		15		false		           15     did perform the vegetative assessment earlier this				false

		620						LN		24		16		false		           16     week, indicating we have achieved the required				false

		621						LN		24		17		false		           17     vegetative stabilization, which will allow us to submit				false

		622						LN		24		18		false		           18     for the NOT.  The timing of that's a little -- you				false

		623						LN		24		19		false		           19     know, we have to ensure that the environmental				false

		624						LN		24		20		false		           20     compliance is maintained throughout that process.				false

		625						LN		24		21		false		           21          And so for hard date, I would say June is what we				false

		626						LN		24		22		false		           22     are targeting.  May slip into July, just depending on				false

		627						LN		24		23		false		           23     final closeout items.				false

		628						LN		24		24		false		           24                        MR. RYBARIK:  Very good.  Thank you.				false

		629						LN		24		25		false		           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.				false

		630						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		631						LN		25		1		false		            1          Seeing no other hands, we will move on to Carriger				false

		632						LN		25		2		false		            2     Solar.  And Joanne Snarski is here to provide an				false

		633						LN		25		3		false		            3     update.				false

		634						LN		25		4		false		            4                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair				false

		635						LN		25		5		false		            5     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, this is				false

		636						LN		25		6		false		            6     Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for Carriger				false

		637						LN		25		7		false		            7     Solar facility in Klickitat County.				false

		638						LN		25		8		false		            8          The judicial review of this project with the				false

		639						LN		25		9		false		            9     Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation is				false

		640						LN		25		10		false		           10     ongoing and is being handled by our records staff and				false

		641						LN		25		11		false		           11     the assistant attorney generals.				false

		642						LN		25		12		false		           12          Meanwhile, EFSEC staff continue to discuss				false

		643						LN		25		13		false		           13     Carriger's timing for submitting the construction plans				false

		644						LN		25		14		false		           14     required in the site certification agreement.  We				false

		645						LN		25		15		false		           15     anticipate a few of these draft plans in the coming				false

		646						LN		25		16		false		           16     weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.				false

		647						LN		25		17		false		           17          May I answer any questions?				false

		648						LN		25		18		false		           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		649						LN		25		19		false		           19                        MR. RYBARIK:  None here.				false

		650						LN		25		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Seeing no hands.  We				false

		651						LN		25		21		false		           21     will move on to the Cascade Renewable Transmission				false

		652						LN		25		22		false		           22     Project, and Maria Belkina will provide the update.				false

		653						LN		25		23		false		           23                        MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair				false

		654						LN		25		24		false		           24     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, my name				false

		655						LN		25		25		false		           25     is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the				false

		656						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		657						LN		26		1		false		            1     Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.				false

		658						LN		26		2		false		            2          On May 1st, EFSEC issued a SEPA determination of				false

		659						LN		26		3		false		            3     significance and initiated the SEPA scoping comment				false

		660						LN		26		4		false		            4     period for the project.  The scoping comment period is				false

		661						LN		26		5		false		            5     currently open through June 1st.  Scoping materials,				false

		662						LN		26		6		false		            6     notices, and supporting documents have been posted to				false

		663						LN		26		7		false		            7     the EFSEC website.				false

		664						LN		26		8		false		            8          On May 19th, EFSEC received the applicant's				false

		665						LN		26		9		false		            9     responses to the first round of data requests, and				false

		666						LN		26		10		false		           10     staff are currently reviewing the submitted materials				false

		667						LN		26		11		false		           11     as part of the ongoing application review process.				false

		668						LN		26		12		false		           12          EFSEC staff have continued coordination with state				false

		669						LN		26		13		false		           13     and federal agencies regarding environmental review				false

		670						LN		26		14		false		           14     responsibilities and alignment between the SEPA and				false

		671						LN		26		15		false		           15     NEPA processes.  Coordination is ongoing with the U.S.				false

		672						LN		26		16		false		           16     Army Corps of Engineers, Oregon agencies, and other				false

		673						LN		26		17		false		           17     cooperating and reviewing agencies.				false

		674						LN		26		18		false		           18          And, finally, we have received additional Council				false

		675						LN		26		19		false		           19     appointees, so now all local jurisdictions that are				false

		676						LN		26		20		false		           20     going to participate along the proposed corridor are				false

		677						LN		26		21		false		           21     actively responded [sic] on the Council.				false

		678						LN		26		22		false		           22          I'd be happy to answer any questions.				false

		679						LN		26		23		false		           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members, any				false

		680						LN		26		24		false		           24     questions or comments?  Let me make sure we have				false

		681						LN		26		25		false		           25     several of our local representatives online.				false

		682						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		683						LN		27		1		false		            1          Yes, Commissioner Leckie.				false

		684						LN		27		2		false		            2                        MR. LECKIE:  Yeah, this is Asa				false

		685						LN		27		3		false		            3     Leckie.				false

		686						LN		27		4		false		            4          Yeah, I just had -- you know, we got notice that				false

		687						LN		27		5		false		            5     the tribes want a government-to-government				false

		688						LN		27		6		false		            6     consultation.  Should we consider delaying public				false

		689						LN		27		7		false		            7     comment till after August, till having that				false

		690						LN		27		8		false		            8     consultation, so the tribes will have time to put in				false

		691						LN		27		9		false		            9     their comments after that consultation?  Thank you.				false

		692						LN		27		10		false		           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the				false

		693						LN		27		11		false		           11     question.  I think Ami Hafkemeyer will --				false

		694						LN		27		12		false		           12                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I may.				false

		695						LN		27		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- help answer that				false

		696						LN		27		14		false		           14     initially.  Yeah.				false

		697						LN		27		15		false		           15                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Yes.  Thank you.				false

		698						LN		27		16		false		           16          So we are scheduled to have a tribal-specific SEPA				false

		699						LN		27		17		false		           17     scoping meeting, closed to receive confidential or				false

		700						LN		27		18		false		           18     potentially confidential information from tribes				false

		701						LN		27		19		false		           19     specifically, scheduled the same day actually as the				false

		702						LN		27		20		false		           20     public SEPA scoping meeting.  This additional				false

		703						LN		27		21		false		           21     consultation will inform the overall project review and				false

		704						LN		27		22		false		           22     may include some information provided during SEPA				false

		705						LN		27		23		false		           23     scoping but may expand beyond that.  We expect the				false

		706						LN		27		24		false		           24     consultation to be part of ongoing conversations.				false

		707						LN		27		25		false		           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And Council Leckie				false

		708						PG		28		0		false		page 28				false

		709						LN		28		1		false		            1     as well as for other members and staff can help correct				false

		710						LN		28		2		false		            2     anything that need be, so -- and I'll use the Cowlitz				false

		711						LN		28		3		false		            3     Tribe as an example and map it to the larger current				false

		712						LN		28		4		false		            4     process.				false

		713						LN		28		5		false		            5          So Cowlitz asked for consultation with the EFSEC				false

		714						LN		28		6		false		            6     Council.  We did that consultation recently as was				false

		715						LN		28		7		false		            7     noted in the public meeting yesterday, I believe, or				false

		716						LN		28		8		false		            8     day before at latest.  I received a response letter				false

		717						LN		28		9		false		            9     from the Cowlitz that I don't think had been published				false

		718						LN		28		10		false		           10     yet in terms of available to the public, but it is a				false

		719						LN		28		11		false		           11     public record and will be.  And that was generally some				false

		720						LN		28		12		false		           12     feedback on the consultation.  And then same letter				false

		721						LN		28		13		false		           13     also acknowledged that they would be sending in their				false

		722						LN		28		14		false		           14     SEPA scoping comments.				false

		723						LN		28		15		false		           15          The reason I bring this up now is, while we will				false

		724						LN		28		16		false		           16     continue to have in this case a SEPA scoping				false

		725						LN		28		17		false		           17     consultation with -- or meeting with tribes in addition				false

		726						LN		28		18		false		           18     and parallel with public comment that same day,				false

		727						LN		28		19		false		           19     ultimately all those -- that input is for the public				false

		728						LN		28		20		false		           20     record, including on their scoping comments.				false

		729						LN		28		21		false		           21          If there are culturally sensitive information that				false

		730						LN		28		22		false		           22     is not subject to disclosure, I'll acknowledge, you				false

		731						LN		28		23		false		           23     know, that could be the case, but generally, and I				false

		732						LN		28		24		false		           24     think the tribe's intent is, you know, when it comes to				false

		733						LN		28		25		false		           25     what they think should be included in a scoping process				false
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		735						LN		29		1		false		            1     under SEPA, it will be public, and it will be part of				false

		736						LN		29		2		false		            2     the overall record that non-tribal members of the				false

		737						LN		29		3		false		            3     public have access to and can comment on and will be				false

		738						LN		29		4		false		            4     part of the process.				false

		739						LN		29		5		false		            5          So let me look to staff, or in case also Council				false

		740						LN		29		6		false		            6     Thompson online needs to clarify anything I've shared				false

		741						LN		29		7		false		            7     since this is my first, you know, big transmission				false

		742						LN		29		8		false		            8     corridor project too, let me make sure that's correct.				false

		743						LN		29		9		false		            9     But I hope that helps, Council Leckie, just to make				false

		744						LN		29		10		false		           10     sure we know that, at the end of the day, you know,				false

		745						LN		29		11		false		           11     even if there's some separate meetings, the full record				false

		746						LN		29		12		false		           12     is going to show, before there's ever, you know, a				false

		747						LN		29		13		false		           13     decision, all of that will be part of the full project				false

		748						LN		29		14		false		           14     council's consideration, so...				false

		749						LN		29		15		false		           15          Go ahead, Council Leckie.				false

		750						LN		29		16		false		           16                        MR. LECKIE:  Yeah, I just had				false

		751						LN		29		17		false		           17     another question.  So not all the Cascade Renewable				false

		752						LN		29		18		false		           18     Transmission Project members are involved in the tribal				false

		753						LN		29		19		false		           19     consultation, then?  Some of the tribal consultations				false

		754						LN		29		20		false		           20     are held in different meetings?  Thank you.				false

		755						LN		29		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  So, no, thank you				false

		756						LN		29		22		false		           22     for the question.  It's a good one, because it's an				false

		757						LN		29		23		false		           23     emerging evolution on the answer.				false

		758						LN		29		24		false		           24          So today, under EFSLA, which creates EFSEC, the				false

		759						LN		29		25		false		           25     chair is designated by law to do the consultation on				false
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		761						LN		30		1		false		            1     behalf of the Council, and that is what the Cowlitz				false

		762						LN		30		2		false		            2     Tribe requested.				false

		763						LN		30		3		false		            3          On June 11th of this year, the new law that then				false

		764						LN		30		4		false		            4     allows the full project council to meet with the tribal				false

		765						LN		30		5		false		            5     council upon request, that will be possible, so that				false

		766						LN		30		6		false		            6     the full project council can meet with the tribal				false

		767						LN		30		7		false		            7     council in consultation and ensure, you know, if there				false

		768						LN		30		8		false		            8     are things that need to be exchanged between the full				false

		769						LN		30		9		false		            9     councils, including sensitive information, that that				false

		770						LN		30		10		false		           10     can appropriately occur.				false

		771						LN		30		11		false		           11          Any of that information ultimately will be part of				false

		772						LN		30		12		false		           12     the public record and will be part of the public				false

		773						LN		30		13		false		           13     decision and will be discussed in public by this full				false

		774						LN		30		14		false		           14     project council.  So we now have, if you will, two				false

		775						LN		30		15		false		           15     tools in the toolbox for consultation.				false

		776						LN		30		16		false		           16          The Yakama Nation has also this week asked for				false

		777						LN		30		17		false		           17     consultation.  And they, in particular, are the				false

		778						LN		30		18		false		           18     Washington tribe that have long wanted only to				false

		779						LN		30		19		false		           19     be able -- or to at least primarily be talking with the				false

		780						LN		30		20		false		           20     full EFSEC Council with the full tribal council.  And				false

		781						LN		30		21		false		           21     so in early July are currently the dates that are				false

		782						LN		30		22		false		           22     being, you know, in flow, where that consultation would				false

		783						LN		30		23		false		           23     occur.				false

		784						LN		30		24		false		           24          And while that will be emphasized to be an				false

		785						LN		30		25		false		           25     in-person consultation in Toppenish, preferably for all				false
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		787						LN		31		1		false		            1     or a majority of the Council, it will be a hybrid				false

		788						LN		31		2		false		            2     meeting.  And I know for some, that's important,				false

		789						LN		31		3		false		            3     because you are interested in participating, but it				false

		790						LN		31		4		false		            4     needs to be done virtually.				false

		791						LN		31		5		false		            5          So we appreciate the Yakama Nation's support of				false

		792						LN		31		6		false		            6     trying to have that hybrid ability, and that's kind of				false

		793						LN		31		7		false		            7     the latest on that consultation in this case with the				false

		794						LN		31		8		false		            8     Yakama.				false

		795						LN		31		9		false		            9          So I'm happy to see if you have any other				false

		796						LN		31		10		false		           10     questions, Council Leckie, from what I've just said.				false

		797						LN		31		11		false		           11                        MR. LECKIE:  No.  Thank you.  That				false

		798						LN		31		12		false		           12     clarifies it.				false

		799						LN		31		13		false		           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Great.				false

		800						LN		31		14		false		           14          Anything else?				false

		801						LN		31		15		false		           15          Okay.  Thank you.  Then we will move on to the				false

		802						LN		31		16		false		           16     Horse Heaven update.  Sean Greene, the EFSEC staff,				false

		803						LN		31		17		false		           17     will provide the update.				false

		804						LN		31		18		false		           18                        MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair				false

		805						LN		31		19		false		           19     Beckett and EFSEC Council members.  This is Sean				false

		806						LN		31		20		false		           20     Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC, reporting on behalf				false

		807						LN		31		21		false		           21     of Amy Moon.				false

		808						LN		31		22		false		           22          Staff continue to work with the certificate holder				false

		809						LN		31		23		false		           23     to review mitigation plans as required under the site				false

		810						LN		31		24		false		           24     certification agreement, or SCA.  And on May 14th,				false

		811						LN		31		25		false		           25     EFSEC received the draft pre-operational technical				false
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		813						LN		32		1		false		            1     advisory group facilitator report for Habitat-6,				false

		814						LN		32		2		false		            2     project layout and design.  Staff are currently				false

		815						LN		32		3		false		            3     reviewing the report and will provide feedback to the				false

		816						LN		32		4		false		            4     certificate holder in early June.  Micro-siting				false

		817						LN		32		5		false		            5     clarifications captured in this plan are within the				false

		818						LN		32		6		false		            6     terms and conditions of the current site certification				false

		819						LN		32		7		false		            7     agreement.				false

		820						LN		32		8		false		            8          Does the Council have any questions?				false

		821						LN		32		9		false		            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		822						LN		32		10		false		           10          None at this time, looks like.  So thank you.				false

		823						LN		32		11		false		           11          We will move on to Hop Hill Solar, and John Barnes				false

		824						LN		32		12		false		           12     will provide the update.				false

		825						LN		32		13		false		           13                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair				false

		826						LN		32		14		false		           14     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,				false

		827						LN		32		15		false		           15     EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.				false

		828						LN		32		16		false		           16          On April 28th and 29th, EFSEC met with Ecology and				false

		829						LN		32		17		false		           17     the applicant's consultant, ERM, or Environmental				false

		830						LN		32		18		false		           18     Resource Management, to conduct field verification of				false

		831						LN		32		19		false		           19     the wetlands and waters delineation reports for this				false

		832						LN		32		20		false		           20     project and what was produced by ERM.				false

		833						LN		32		21		false		           21          We are awaiting the Ecology validation report for				false

		834						LN		32		22		false		           22     this visit.  Staff are also continuing to work with the				false

		835						LN		32		23		false		           23     applicant on the submission of additional application				false

		836						LN		32		24		false		           24     materials for the Hop Hill project.				false
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		839						LN		33		1		false		            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		840						LN		33		2		false		            2          Hearing none.				false

		841						LN		33		3		false		            3          We will move on to the Wallula Gap Solar project,				false

		842						LN		33		4		false		            4     and John Barnes will provide that update as well.				false

		843						LN		33		5		false		            5                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair				false

		844						LN		33		6		false		            6     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,				false

		845						LN		33		7		false		            7     EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.				false

		846						LN		33		8		false		            8          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant,				false

		847						LN		33		9		false		            9     OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource				false

		848						LN		33		10		false		           10     Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,				false

		849						LN		33		11		false		           11     traditional cultural properties, study and report				false

		850						LN		33		12		false		           12     conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.				false

		851						LN		33		13		false		           13          Staff are working with the applicant and the				false

		852						LN		33		14		false		           14     Department of Ecology to determine if project				false

		853						LN		33		15		false		           15     modifications are needed based on information contained				false

		854						LN		33		16		false		           16     in the Department of Ecology final wetlands and waters				false

		855						LN		33		17		false		           17     report.  As a reminder, identification of potential				false

		856						LN		33		18		false		           18     project impacts and mitigations that can be resolved as				false

		857						LN		33		19		false		           19     part of the EFSEC SEPA determination process.				false

		858						LN		33		20		false		           20          Are there any questions?				false

		859						LN		33		21		false		           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.				false

		860						LN		33		22		false		           22          Council members?				false

		861						LN		33		23		false		           23          None at this time.				false

		862						LN		33		24		false		           24          We will then move on to the Goldeneye battery				false

		863						LN		33		25		false		           25     storage project, and Joanne Snarski will provide that				false
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		866						LN		34		2		false		            2                        MS. SNARSKI:  Yes.  Thank you again.				false

		867						LN		34		3		false		            3     This is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the				false

		868						LN		34		4		false		            4     proposed Goldeneye battery energy storage facility in				false

		869						LN		34		5		false		            5     Skagit County.				false

		870						LN		34		6		false		            6          Staff are continuing to assess the potential				false

		871						LN		34		7		false		            7     impacts from the project as required by the State				false

		872						LN		34		8		false		            8     Environmental Policy Act.  Following coordination with				false

		873						LN		34		9		false		            9     representatives from both Department of Archaeological				false

		874						LN		34		10		false		           10     and Historic Preservation and the Governor's Office of				false

		875						LN		34		11		false		           11     Indian Affairs, on May 8th we sent a letter to the				false

		876						LN		34		12		false		           12     Upper Skagit Tribe.  This correspondence articulated				false

		877						LN		34		13		false		           13     the feedback we need from them on the cultural				false

		878						LN		34		14		false		           14     resources survey.  The tribe acknowledged the request				false

		879						LN		34		15		false		           15     and indicated that they will be able to respond to us				false

		880						LN		34		16		false		           16     very soon, hopefully this week.				false

		881						LN		34		17		false		           17          And that's all I have.  Can I answer any				false

		882						LN		34		18		false		           18     questions?				false

		883						LN		34		19		false		           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members.  I				false

		884						LN		34		20		false		           20     think we'll wait for the answer too.  So thank you for				false

		885						LN		34		21		false		           21     the update.				false

		886						LN		34		22		false		           22          And then we do have Item j, our last added project				false

		887						LN		34		23		false		           23     today.  Again, now, this is -- as a reminder, in this				false
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		892						LN		35		2		false		            2     happens after the agenda is published, we're able to				false

		893						LN		35		3		false		            3     quickly amend and put it on the agenda for the day.  We				false

		894						LN		35		4		false		            4     try to do that in advance if we know, just for just,				false

		895						LN		35		5		false		            5     you know, transparency standpoint.				false

		896						LN		35		6		false		            6          But, with that, Jarred Caseday will provide the				false

		897						LN		35		7		false		            7     update.  "Caseday."  Excuse me.				false

		898						LN		35		8		false		            8                        MR. CASEDAY.  Good afternoon, Chair				false
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		902						LN		35		12		false		           12          Kittitas Valley had two turbines vandalized				false

		903						LN		35		13		false		           13     between January 2026 and April 2026.  This incident has				false

		904						LN		35		14		false		           14     been reported to the Kittitas County Sheriff's				false

		905						LN		35		15		false		           15     Department.  Turbine G4:  Damage to the door lock				false

		906						LN		35		16		false		           16     mechanism.  Turbine G1:  Unauthorized paint marks at				false

		907						LN		35		17		false		           17     the base of the tower turbine -- excuse me -- turbine				false

		908						LN		35		18		false		           18     tower.  Both turbines have been repaired.				false

		909						LN		35		19		false		           19          Do you have any questions?				false

		910						LN		35		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		911						LN		35		21		false		           21          Council Rybarik.				false

		912						LN		35		22		false		           22                        MR. RYBARIK:  And just one question.				false

		913						LN		35		23		false		           23     Obviously operate other projects across probably many				false

		914						LN		35		24		false		           24     geographies.  I just wonder if this is a trend you're				false

		915						LN		35		25		false		           25     seeing elsewhere.  Is this a unique situation to this				false

		916						PG		36		0		false		page 36				false

		917						LN		36		1		false		            1     location?  Or kind of give us some context for the				false

		918						LN		36		2		false		            2     vandalism that's been identified at this location, if				false

		919						LN		36		3		false		            3     you could.				false

		920						LN		36		4		false		            4                        MR. CASEDAY:  So this project's been				false

		921						LN		36		5		false		            5     operating since 2010, and this is the first time we've				false

		922						LN		36		6		false		            6     ever had an incident of vandalism.  So for here, it's				false

		923						LN		36		7		false		            7     extremely rare.				false

		924						LN		36		8		false		            8                        MR. RYBARIK:  Any conte- -- are you				false

		925						LN		36		9		false		            9     seeing anything in other places that we should be				false

		926						LN		36		10		false		           10     mindful of as we think about the context in which we're				false

		927						LN		36		11		false		           11     operating these projects, or is this -- is this unique?				false

		928						LN		36		12		false		           12          It's obviously unique for this location.  I just				false

		929						LN		36		13		false		           13     wonder if you're seeing any trends elsewhere.				false

		930						LN		36		14		false		           14                        MR. CASEDAY:  I think I'd defer				false

		931						LN		36		15		false		           15     maybe to offline for other -- for that comment, just				false

		932						LN		36		16		false		           16     considering it's not effective to this project.				false

		933						LN		36		17		false		           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  Okay.				false

		934						LN		36		18		false		           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.				false

		935						LN		36		19		false		           19                        MR. RYBARIK:  Fair enough.				false

		936						LN		36		20		false		           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Anything else,				false

		937						LN		36		21		false		           21     Council members?				false

		938						LN		36		22		false		           22          Hearing none.				false

		939						LN		36		23		false		           23          With that, we will move on to our final item,				false

		940						LN		36		24		false		           24     which I believe is our director update from Dave				false
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		943						LN		37		1		false		            1                        MR. WALKER:  Thank you, Chair				false

		944						LN		37		2		false		            2     Beckett.				false

		945						LN		37		3		false		            3          For the record, Dave Walker, interim director with				false

		946						LN		37		4		false		            4     EFSEC.  I do have a couple things to talk about today.				false

		947						LN		37		5		false		            5          First of all, I wanted to give an update on our				false

		948						LN		37		6		false		            6     strategic planning as an agency.  If you recall last				false

		949						LN		37		7		false		            7     year, we began the process with our extended management				false

		950						LN		37		8		false		            8     team on identifying several areas of the agency that we				false

		951						LN		37		9		false		            9     wanted to bring forward for the '26-'28 strategic plan,				false

		952						LN		37		10		false		           10     which predominantly focused on our strategic focus,				false

		953						LN		37		11		false		           11     what matters not only to the agency but to our				false

		954						LN		37		12		false		           12     customers and partners, defining our unique				false

		955						LN		37		13		false		           13     contributions that the agency brings, and, finally,				false

		956						LN		37		14		false		           14     what is our overall scope that we really wanted to				false

		957						LN		37		15		false		           15     focus on during this two-year period.				false

		958						LN		37		16		false		           16          We have draft finals right now.  We have not				false

		959						LN		37		17		false		           17     finalized this as of yet.  There is a little bit more				false

		960						LN		37		18		false		           18     work to do when it comes to designing our measures and				false

		961						LN		37		19		false		           19     metrics around how we know we're going to be successful				false

		962						LN		37		20		false		           20     as an agency.  The end-goal plan is to have the new				false

		963						LN		37		21		false		           21     strategic plan stood up and operational July 1st of				false

		964						LN		37		22		false		           22     this year.  So we have a little bit more work to do on				false

		965						LN		37		23		false		           23     that front with the metrics, but we are very, very				false

		966						LN		37		24		false		           24     close at this point.				false

		967						LN		37		25		false		           25          We are also looking at putting our one-page				false
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		970						LN		38		2		false		            2     public and our partners who wish to take a look at it.				false

		971						LN		38		3		false		            3     And I believe most likely at the next Council meeting,				false

		972						LN		38		4		false		            4     we'll be ready to more openly share that with the				false

		973						LN		38		5		false		            5     Council once we have everything nailed down on it.				false

		974						LN		38		6		false		            6          So any questions on strategic planning?				false

		975						LN		38		7		false		            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?				false

		976						LN		38		8		false		            8                        MR. WALKER:  Okay.				false
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		978						LN		38		10		false		           10     chair, I have been a participant in that work and				false
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		982						LN		38		14		false		           14     during my tenure here.  And it's a product I can stand				false

		983						LN		38		15		false		           15     behind.  So certainly welcome others' feedback.  And it				false
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		989						LN		38		21		false		           21     And the plan can iterate.  So, you know, as things				false

		990						LN		38		22		false		           22     adapt and we learn, then so can the plan.  So I would				false

		991						LN		38		23		false		           23     just emphasize that, as folks see -- so feedback is				false

		992						LN		38		24		false		           24     welcome, but at the same time, you know, know it will				false
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		1009						LN		39		15		false		           15     process mapping around.  And we've actually begun those				false
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		1013						LN		39		19		false		           19          But there are some larger conversations and larger				false

		1014						LN		39		20		false		           20     efforts going on around mapping the siting process as				false

		1015						LN		39		21		false		           21     an example.  And we used one of our newest projects,				false

		1016						LN		39		22		false		           22     Gray Bobcat, as an example of that as to how we believe				false
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		1024						LN		40		4		false		            4     owners, themselves, to understand what are the time				false

		1025						LN		40		5		false		            5     frames that we are looking at, what are the steps				false

		1026						LN		40		6		false		            6     potentially that we're going to have to go through.				false

		1027						LN		40		7		false		            7          There are many, many ins and outs to the siting				false

		1028						LN		40		8		false		            8     process, as we all know, and it's very dependent on				false

		1029						LN		40		9		false		            9     what has occurred previously as to what are going to be				false

		1030						LN		40		10		false		           10     the next steps within the process.  But that's				false

		1031						LN		40		11		false		           11     something that we're still striving to capture as much				false

		1032						LN		40		12		false		           12     as possible and begin to get a better handle on making				false

		1033						LN		40		13		false		           13     sure that we're openly communicating with our partners				false

		1034						LN		40		14		false		           14     on what is going to be required for these projects.  So				false

		1035						LN		40		15		false		           15     more work to come on that.				false

		1036						LN		40		16		false		           16          Any questions from the Council?				false

		1037						LN		40		17		false		           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  Council Member				false

		1038						LN		40		18		false		           18     Rybarik.				false

		1039						LN		40		19		false		           19          And, Dave, thank you.  Thank you for that.  I'll				false

		1040						LN		40		20		false		           20     just add to it -- and I think this is inherent in that				false

		1041						LN		40		21		false		           21     process -- that that transparency is really important				false

		1042						LN		40		22		false		           22     to the members of the public who might want to engage				false

		1043						LN		40		23		false		           23     in that process or sort of understand the, you know,				false

		1044						LN		40		24		false		           24     sort of start-to-finish process, because I think that				false
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		1048						LN		41		2		false		            2     want to see sort of that process spelled out.				false

		1049						LN		41		3		false		            3          That process mapping, I think, is -- it's just a				false

		1050						LN		41		4		false		            4     great exercise for everybody in that process to truly				false

		1051						LN		41		5		false		            5     understand what are all the steps that go on along the				false

		1052						LN		41		6		false		            6     way.  So appreciate the work that's being done there.				false

		1053						LN		41		7		false		            7                        MR. WALKER:  Absolutely.  Well, I				false

		1054						LN		41		8		false		            8     can speak for myself.  I had a couple of "aha" moments				false

		1055						LN		41		9		false		            9     as we were moving through the process, so it was				false

		1056						LN		41		10		false		           10     beneficial.  Absolutely.				false

		1057						LN		41		11		false		           11          The final piece, I just wanted to give a quick				false
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		1060						LN		41		14		false		           14     Tomorrow we are going to be meeting with all four of				false

		1061						LN		41		15		false		           15     the candidates that had initially gone through the				false

		1062						LN		41		16		false		           16     first round of four second-round interviews.				false

		1063						LN		41		17		false		           17          From there, we will be making determinations for				false

		1064						LN		41		18		false		           18     potential third round, which I think is going to happen				false

		1065						LN		41		19		false		           19     at that point.  That's generally when the final				false

		1066						LN		41		20		false		           20     candidate or candidates have an opportunity to meet				false

		1067						LN		41		21		false		           21     with agency staff.  Questions can be asked of them both				false

		1068						LN		41		22		false		           22     ways.				false

		1069						LN		41		23		false		           23          At this point, I'm anticipating having a new				false

		1070						LN		41		24		false		           24     executive director on board no later than July 1st.				false
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		1074						LN		42		2		false		            2     between now and then, but at least that is our goal in				false

		1075						LN		42		3		false		            3     moving forward.  So -- and that's all I have.				false

		1076						LN		42		4		false		            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  So thank				false

		1077						LN		42		5		false		            5     you for all that.  Let me make a couple, two segments				false
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		1079						LN		42		7		false		            7          On the process improvement mapping and just other				false
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		1088						LN		42		16		false		           16     you know, I hope that helps, and where -- how we best				false

		1089						LN		42		17		false		           17     work together to manage all those different competing				false

		1090						LN		42		18		false		           18     priorities and demands, I want to acknowledge that.				false
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		1154						LN		45		4		false		            4     Council, as the EFSEC Council, hearing of that, and if				false

		1155						LN		45		5		false		            5     you can hear it one more time for some of you, like				false

		1156						LN		45		6		false		            6     Chair Rybarik of the UTC, then I'd kind of, you know,				false
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		1159						LN		45		9		false		            9     flagging it in our call last week, which is the				false

		1160						LN		45		10		false		           10     Northwest Power Planning Council will be releasing				false

		1161						LN		45		11		false		           11     their Ninth Power Plan draft in July.  And there is				false

		1162						LN		45		12		false		           12     definitely relevance on what's going on in that to				false
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		1164						LN		45		14		false		           14          So I'll stop there, other than I should have				false

		1165						LN		45		15		false		           15     noted -- and I don't know how to, you know, kind of				false

		1166						LN		45		16		false		           16     work through this, but affordability is on display more				false

		1167						LN		45		17		false		           17     than ever, but including in the EFSEC statute, called				false

		1168						LN		45		18		false		           18     at a reasonable cost.  And I don't know how to use that				false

		1169						LN		45		19		false		           19     or qualify it or quantify it, but it would seem				false
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		1180						LN		46		4		false		            4     addition to your service here on the EFSEC Council,				false

		1181						LN		46		5		false		            5     unlike me.  So I would defer to, you know, just how do				false
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		1184						LN		46		8		false		            8     you to be here.  Not that that should be exclusionary.				false

		1185						LN		46		9		false		            9     I think we'll do better work if we can have most of us				false

		1186						LN		46		10		false		           10     here.  But it can be at the tail end where we've				false

		1187						LN		46		11		false		           11     already got a meeting running.  For those who want to				false

		1188						LN		46		12		false		           12     participate from the public, it's not much of a added				false

		1189						LN		46		13		false		           13     resource use to keep going another 40 minutes.  And I				false

		1190						LN		46		14		false		           14     want to try and keep this light on the staff as far as				false

		1191						LN		46		15		false		           15     who's presenting and things like that, so -- and I				false

		1192						LN		46		16		false		           16     thought shrub-steppe was a good example of how to				false

		1193						LN		46		17		false		           17     balance all those different realities.				false

		1194						LN		46		18		false		           18          So, with that, finally, back to the Council.				false

		1195						LN		46		19		false		           19          Council Dean.				false

		1196						LN		46		20		false		           20                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.				false

		1197						LN		46		21		false		           21     I would just like to say that I would really support				false

		1198						LN		46		22		false		           22     that.  And as the newest Council member, I'm probably				false

		1199						LN		46		23		false		           23     still coming up to speed more than the rest of you.				false
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		1205						LN		47		3		false		            3     opportunity to learn more than can be included in our				false

		1206						LN		47		4		false		            4     packet of course.  So I support that as the agenda				false

		1207						LN		47		5		false		            5     allows.				false

		1208						LN		47		6		false		            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council				false
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		1210						LN		47		8		false		            8          Let me turn to Council Pamplin and then to Council				false

		1211						LN		47		9		false		            9     Nelson, who I noted had his hand up a moment ago.				false

		1212						LN		47		10		false		           10          Council Pamplin.				false

		1213						LN		47		11		false		           11                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Great.  Thank you,				false

		1214						LN		47		12		false		           12     Mr. Chair.  Yes, I'm a proponent of this idea.  I				false
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           1                        BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,



           2      May 20, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop Southeast,



           3      Lacey, Washington, at 1:31 p.m., the following



           4      monthly meeting of the Washington State Energy



           5      Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to wit:



           6



           7                          <<<<<< >>>>>>



           8



           9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Good afternoon.



          10      This is Kurt Beckett, chair of the EFSEC Council,



          11      calling our May 20th meeting to order.  It's



          12      1:31 p.m.



          13          And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,



          14      please.



          15                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Certainly, Chair.



          16          Department of Commerce.



          17                        MS. OSBORNE:  Elizabeth Osborne,



          18      present.



          19                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of



          20      Ecology.



          21                        MR. NELSON:  Blake Nelson, present.



          22                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Fish



          23      and Wildlife.



          24                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Nate Pamplin,



          25      present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Department of Natural



            2     Resources.



            3                        MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean, present.



            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Utilities and



            5     Transportation Commission.



            6                        MR. RYBARIK:  Brian Rybarik,



            7     present.



            8                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For local government



            9     and optional State agencies:  For the Hop Hill solar



           10     project, for Benton County.



           11          For the Wallula Gap project for Benton County.



           12                        MR. FYALL:  Adam Fyall, Benton



           13     County, is here.



           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           15          For Goldeneye BESS for Skagit County.



           16                        MR. ECKROTH:  Robby Eckroth,



           17     present.



           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  For the Cascade



           19     Renewable Transmission Project for Skamania County.



           20          For the City of Stevenson.



           21                        MR. BRECKEL:  Jeff Breckel for the



           22     City of Stevenson, present.



           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           24          For the City of North Bonneville.



           25                        MR. COOK:  Harold Cook for North
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            1     Bonneville, present.



            2                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



            3          For Klickitat County.



            4                        MR. SOKOL:  Jan Sokol for Klickitat



            5     County, present.



            6                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



            7          And for the City of Camas.  Camas.



            8                        MS. SENESCU:  Jennifer Senescu,



            9     present.



           10                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           11          Moving on to assistant attorney generals.  Jon



           12     Thompson.



           13                        MR. THOMPSON:  Present.



           14                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Zack Packer.



           15                        MR. PACKER:  Present.



           16                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Talia Thuet.



           17                        MS. THUET:  Present.



           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Now to Council staff.



           19     Dave Walker.



           20                        MR. WALKER:  Present.



           21                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Ami Hafkemeyer.



           22                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Present.



           23                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Amy Moon.



           24          Sara Randolph.



           25                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Present.
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            1                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Sean Greene.



            2                        MR. GREENE:  Present.



            3                        MS. GRANTHAM:  John Barnes.



            4                        MR. BARNES:  Present.



            5                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Joanne Snarski.



            6                        MS. SNARSKI:  Present.



            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And Maria Belkina.



            8                        MS. BELKINA:  Present.



            9                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Moving on to



           10     operational updates.  I'll call those anticipated to



           11     speak today.



           12          For Kittitas Valley Wind, Jarred Caseday.



           13                        MR. CASEDAY:  Jarred Caseday,



           14     present.



           15                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Columbia Solar.



           16                        MS. RANDOLPH:  This is Sara



           17     Randolph.



           18                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Goose Prairie Solar.



           19                        MS. RANDOLPH:  I'll be speaking on



           20     behalf of that facility.



           21                        MS. GRANTHAM:  And that is Sara



           22     Randolph?



           23                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Yes.



           24                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           25          Goose Prairie Solar.
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            1          Sara, will you speak for Goose Prairie Solar as



            2     well if they do not show up?



            3                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Yes.



            4                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



            5          And, lastly, Ostrea Solar.



            6                        MR. VOLTZ:  Jon Voltz, present.



            7                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



            8          Finally, is there anyone here for the counsel for



            9     the environment?



           10                        MS. REYNEVELD:  Yes.  Sarah



           11     Reyneveld and Yuriy Korol are present.



           12                        MS. GRANTHAM:  Thank you.



           13          Chair, there is a quorum for all Councils.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.



           15          Before we move to adopting the agenda, let me



           16     speak to a couple issues of our attendance today.



           17          First, on behalf of the entire agency as well as



           18     the Council, I'd like to certainly welcome both our



           19     ongoing local representatives for the Cascade Renewable



           20     Transmission Project and also that we have Jennifer



           21     Senescu, who's a newer member today, and staff will be



           22     updating on that project, but ultimately I think we



           23     have five participating representatives, so I think



           24     we're close to, you know, figuring out our full project



           25     council on CRT.  So it's been an important step.  Just
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            1     wanted to acknowledge both the ongoing presence as well



            2     as our newer members.



            3          Relatedly, for our permanent Council members, I



            4     wanted to acknowledge that Elizabeth Osborne will be



            5     stepping aside from the EFSEC Council on behalf of the



            6     Department of Commerce, I believe effective by the June



            7     meeting.  And we're pleased to have her with us today.



            8     And appreciate your long-standing service not only to



            9     the state but also to the EFSEC Council and agency.



           10          And, with that, I was going to turn this to



           11     Council Osborne for any remarks that she would like to



           12     make, knowing we'll find a means to, and a moment, to



           13     honor you more formally in the future.  But, with that,



           14     I would turn that to you, Council.



           15                        MS. OSBORNE:  Thank you, Chair



           16     Beckett.  I appreciate having had the opportunity to



           17     serve on EFSEC on behalf of the Department of Commerce.



           18     And I'd like to extend my sincere thanks to you, Chair,



           19     for your leadership and to the EFSEC staff for their



           20     consistent high-quality work in support of the Council



           21     members and our decision-making.



           22          I'd like to also acknowledge and thank the current



           23     members of the Council and the members who served



           24     throughout the time I was here.  I have very much



           25     appreciated your perspectives and benefited from your
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            1     expertise during my time.



            2          The last thing I'd like to add is that I really



            3     appreciate and thank the members of the public who



            4     participate in EFSEC's work.  Yeah, I would just really



            5     like to thank them for contributing their time in that



            6     effort.  So thanks again, Chair Beckett and members of



            7     the Council.  And that concludes my remarks.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



            9          And if any other Council members care to make a



           10     quick word, let me acknowledge that.  And no



           11     obligation.  But, otherwise, we'll proceed.



           12          So with -- and I should note a closing note,



           13     having learned this in a quick call that Elizabeth was



           14     good -- or Council Osborne was good enough to make time



           15     for, that she onboarded during the Horse Heaven



           16     project, but I believe in the heart of the adjudication



           17     process, which would be quite a place to begin your



           18     service on the Council.  So some point, wherever that



           19     was in that process, I just wanted to acknowledge that



           20     added duty as it was -- as fate befell you.  So thanks



           21     again.



           22          So, with that, Council, we have an agenda before



           23     us.  And I would entertain a motion to adopt the



           24     agenda.



           25          And we have one change that I'll speak to in the
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            1     discussion.  So if I could put the agenda on the table.



            2                        MR. RYBARIK:  This is Brian Rybarik.



            3     I will move the adoption of the agenda.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



            5          Is there a second?



            6                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Second.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



            8          The agenda's on the table.  And we have one



            9     project that we need to amend the agenda to add, which



           10     is an update on the Kittitas Valley wind project, which



           11     would be Item j.  And while this does not -- that's



           12     No. 1.



           13          No. 2, this does not really require an amendment,



           14     but I wanted to acknowledge it out of transparency both



           15     for Council as well as others online or participating



           16     from the public, that at the tail end of our director's



           17     update, I wanted to just have a quick discussion



           18     amongst the permanent Council members of some



           19     additional topics that we might bring to our forum here



           20     on occasion, so I wanted to just acknowledge that up



           21     front.



           22          And if there was further discussion or amendments,



           23     I would hear them now.  And, otherwise, we have an



           24     amended agenda on the table which I will soon call



           25     action on.
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            1          Any further comments?



            2          Hearing none.



            3          All in favor of adopting the agenda as amended,



            4     please say "aye."



            5                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?



            7     Abstentions?  Okay.  We have our agenda for the day.



            8          Moving on to the minutes.  I would entertain a



            9     motion to adopt the April 18th [sic] regular monthly



           10     meeting minutes.  Is there such a motion?



           11                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Mr. Chair, I move to



           12     approve the April 18th [sic], 2026, monthly meeting



           13     minutes.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



           15          Is there a second?



           16                        MR. RYBARIK:  This is Brian Rybarik.



           17                        MS. DEAN:  Kate Dean.



           18                        MR. RYBARIK:  Kate, go ahead.



           19                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you.



           20          Kate Dean.  I'll second.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.



           22          Are there any changes to the minutes from Council?



           23     I do not know of any, since I typically bring them up,



           24     or have.



           25          Council Pamplin.
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            1                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah.  Thanks,



            2     Mr. Chair.



            3          On Council Packet PDF Page No. 11, which in the



            4     quadrant of the pages of the meeting minutes, Page 28,



            5     Line 10, I believe I had said "or your '27-'29



            6     operating budget," and it says "operating project."



            7     Thank you.



            8                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



            9          I think staff have that change.



           10          Any others?



           11          Hearing none.  I'll --



           12                        MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick.  I'll just



           13     note that I think this is just a good hygiene practice



           14     for us particularly on motions.  There's a lot of



           15     times -- I know the court reporter has to follow this



           16     very quickly -- that we have unidentified voices are



           17     the -- are the people making the motions.  I think it's



           18     probably just a good practice for us to identify



           19     ourselves, then identify the motion, and keep a



           20     complete record of who's made those motions.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.



           22     Yep.  The end of the day, EFSEC is as much a



           23     record-making place as it is other things.  So



           24     appreciate that.



           25          Any other comments?  Hearing none.
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            1          All in favor of adopting the minutes as amended,



            2     please say "aye."



            3                        MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  Aye.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Opposed?  And



            5     abstentions?



            6          Minutes are adopted as amended.



            7          Moving on to our project updates.  Let me -- so



            8     we're going to obviously take up Columbia Solar here,



            9     and Sara Randolph will be providing the update actually



           10     on both Item a and b.



           11          And I just wanted to flag at a high level -- you



           12     will hear this in other form from Sarah.  There are two



           13     amendments for these two projects.  And in last month,



           14     the amendment was in your packet.  And you'll have an



           15     update on that today.



           16          On Goose Prairie, there is the information on the



           17     amendment request.  And then proposed in -- after the



           18     June meeting, we would be taking both those changes up



           19     in a public hearing.  And you'll hear more from the



           20     staff on that.  And then likely action in July on both



           21     those.



           22          So at a high level, those are kind of the



           23     interrelated things that are coming up on Items a and



           24     b, and I just wanted to try and frame that going into



           25     the particulars of each item.  So hopefully that helps.
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            1          And, with that, I will turn it to you, Sara



            2     Randolph, for an update on Columbia Solar.



            3                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Thank you, Chair



            4     Beckett, Council members, and staff.  For the record,



            5     this is Sara Randolph, site specialist for Columbia



            6     Solar.



            7          The regular facility update is provided in your



            8     packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.



            9          As mentioned at the April Council meeting,



           10     Columbia Solar submitted a request for transfer of



           11     ownership pursuant to WAC 463-66.  Given the



           12     administrative nature of the amendment request, staff



           13     propose that we hold the informational hearing required



           14     by WAC 463-66-30 immediately following the regular June



           15     Council meeting.  Details of the informational hearing



           16     will be noticed in the incoming week.



           17          Following the informational meeting and review of



           18     comments received, staff will prepare the necessary



           19     documentation to support the Council's action on the



           20     request, which will be posted for public comment prior



           21     to Council vote on the request.  We anticipate



           22     requesting the Council to take up the decision at the



           23     July Council meeting.  Thank you.



           24                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



           25          Were there any comments?  Knowing you did a little
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            1     last time on that one, so okay.  Hearing none.



            2          We will move on to Goose Prairie.  And, again,



            3     Sara Randolph.



            4                        MS. RANDOLPH:  Thank you again,



            5     Chair Beckett.  For the record, this is Sara Randolph,



            6     site specialist for Goose Prairie.



            7          The regular facility update is provided in your



            8     packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.



            9          On April 29th, Brookfield applied for an indirect



           10     transfer of the Goose Prairie SCA.  Similar to the



           11     activity for the Columbia Solar amendment request,



           12     staff propose that we also hold the informational



           13     hearing required by WAC 463-66-30 following the regular



           14     June Council meeting.  Details of the informational



           15     hearing will be noticed in the coming week.



           16          Following the informational meeting and review of



           17     comments received, staff will prepare the necessary



           18     documentation to support the Council's action on the



           19     request, which will be posted for public comment prior



           20     to Council vote on the request.  We anticipate



           21     requesting the Council to take up the decision in the



           22     July Council meeting.  Thank you.



           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council, are there



           24     comments to the materials in your packet today?  I have



           25     at least one, but let me call on my fellow Council
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            1     first.



            2          All right.  So on -- sorry -- the -- I have the



            3     hard copy that doesn't have the page numbers on it.



            4     But if you look in your PDF on the transfer of an SCA,



            5     so there's the cover letter, and then it goes into the



            6     No. 1, No. 2, so on.  Summary of an application for



            7     transfer.



            8          And at the top of the next page, there's the term



            9     "MSA."  And there's a couple undefined acronyms like



           10     this that -- there are more in here than I realized



           11     once I went down this rabbit hole, but essentially what



           12     does -- what does "MSA" stand for?  I believe it's



           13     probably "management service agreement."  But can



           14     someone clarify the definition of that acronym?



           15     Because it's, to me, not an unimportant document, which



           16     I can explain, but...



           17          Sara, do you know?  Or others?



           18                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  I don't know that



           19     we have the definition of that acronym on hand, but



           20     certainly we can clarify with the certificate holder



           21     and follow up with the Council.



           22                        CHAIR BECKETT:  That'd be great.



           23     Knowing we're still in process here and there's no



           24     action today.  But assuming it is a management service



           25     agreement, and if it's a different word, I think that's
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            1     the effective use of it.  And that document, as I read



            2     this, is what ensures that the actual services in the



            3     operations are accountable to the SCA from the new



            4     agreements that they are arranging that we're being



            5     asked to approve.



            6          And I generally didn't have other concerns with



            7     what I read, and not being a finance expert, but that



            8     certainly is -- seems some large, reputable firms that



            9     this is getting transferred to as far as that piece of



           10     it.  But I would just emphasize the way I read this is,



           11     whatever's in the MSA, standard as it may be, it's the



           12     connection between the SCA and the new ownership, which



           13     would seem material.



           14          So happy to -- other Council members, if you want



           15     to chime in on anything else or what I've shared, but



           16     that would conclude my feedback.



           17          And Ami Hafkemeyer.



           18                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I could just



           19     make some additional clarification.  For the record,



           20     this is Ami Hafkemeyer.



           21          For both facilities' SCA amendment requests, the



           22     actual certificate holder will remain the same.  So,



           23     for example, Goose Prairie Solar, LLC, will remain the



           24     certificate holder.  These changes in ownership are



           25     upstream changes and reflect changes in higher-level
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            1     ownership of those LLCs and are generally reflected in



            2     the holder of the financial assurance that those



            3     facilities provide.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  I think



            5     that's a helpful comment in particular.



            6          And let me just be clear.  I don't have great



            7     concern about what the management agreement says other



            8     than knowing, you know, that we've got enough



            9     connectivity there to the SCA, and as you just



           10     clarified, the current operator.  But ultimately



           11     resources flow through that.  And we just need to make



           12     sure that there's enough connectivity between that



           13     signed, executed document and the SCA.  So hope that



           14     helps.



           15          Council Pamplin.



           16                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Yeah, thank you,



           17     Mr. Chair.  This is Nate Pamplin.



           18          I found it on PDF Page 20.  They did spell out the



           19     acronym as "master services agreement."



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I looked twice, but



           21     I -- good old, you know, what we read or what we don't



           22     read.  But I will go back and reread it a third time.



           23     Thank you.



           24          What page again?  I'll make a note.



           25                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Page 20.
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate it.



            2          So unless there's other comments, I will help move



            3     us on.



            4                        MR. RYBARIK:  Mr. Chair.



            5                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Please.



            6                        MR. RYBARIK:  I guess the only --



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council Rybarik.



            8                        MR. RYBARIK:  -- thought I have is,



            9     I mean, we're going to take action on this and discuss



           10     it, it sounds like, more deeply in about a month's



           11     time.  But I think what you're getting at here, to me,



           12     is the very analysis that we have to think about, which



           13     is, what's the -- what's the risk factor here?  Is this



           14     increasing any risk at all?  And, again, I think a



           15     change of ownership upstream is pretty normal course of



           16     business oftentimes.  And, again, I think you pointed



           17     out these entities appear to be well-financed,



           18     well-known entities that are coming here.



           19          But I just wonder from a staff perspective --



           20     again, not asking for the answer today but just to have



           21     that be a little bit of a focus point for all of us



           22     just to make sure we understand what the -- what the



           23     potential mechanical risks are of changing an ownership



           24     structure like this.  But recognizing the certificate



           25     and everything will remain in the same exact entity,
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            1     just whether that upstream ownership has -- has any



            2     increased risk or at least some assessment of how we've



            3     looked at that from a staff perspective would be really



            4     helpful.



            5          So let's table that for now until June, but we'll



            6     have a more thorough discussion of it then.



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And I would also



            8     note, I thought the, you know, depiction infographic



            9     that lays out how the structure works and the ownership



           10     and the percentages as well as at the footnotes, for



           11     anyone that cares to be interested, you can find the --



           12                        MR. RYBARIK:  Mm-hmm.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- stock listings



           14     and all that on all the public disclosures.  So despite



           15     focusing on the NMA and asking a question or two about



           16     it, I, again, thought all that was before us looked



           17     clear and well presented, and I appreciate that.  And



           18     evidently my own oversight on Page 21, the definition.



           19     So thank you.



           20          All right.  Then we will move on to Ostrea.  And



           21     Jon Voltz will provide the update today.



           22                        MR. VOLTZ:  Good afternoon, Chair



           23     Beckett, Council members, and staff.  This is Jon Voltz



           24     with Cypress Creek Renewables representing the Ostrea



           25     Solar facility.
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            1          The previous reporting period, the O&M facility



            2     setup continued.  Established power, Internet, water,



            3     septic services.  We received the permission-to-operate



            4     letter from Bonneville Power Administration, which



            5     allowed the six-megawatt curtailment to be lifted.



            6     That curtailment lift allowed us to proceed with the



            7     remaining activities for commissioning and performance



            8     testing.  So aerial and field infrared scanning



            9     commenced, and a majority of the construction equipment



           10     demobilization began.  So we are getting near the end.



           11          As far as the environmental features, there's been



           12     several identified items that needed to be remediated.



           13     Those are, if not already remediated, are currently in



           14     progress, making efforts to progress toward



           15     installation of the permanent BMPs.  Other than that,



           16     there is nothing nonroutine to report for the period.



           17                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you,



           18     Mr. Voltz.  And thank you for the added emphasis in the



           19     improvements that have been made or are in motion.  So



           20     I know that was of concern as flagged by the staff.  I



           21     appreciate the shared effort there to get that up to



           22     standard.



           23          So were there other comments from Council?



           24                        MR. RYBARIK:  Real quick, Mr. Chair.



           25     And, Jon, thanks for the updates.  I think I've asked
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            1     this before, but getting near the end leads my mind to



            2     want to know when the anticipated end is.  And wonder



            3     if you have an update there of when full commissioning



            4     and full operations are expected.



            5                        MR. VOLTZ:  Yes, sir.  The -- we are



            6     targeting to end the commissioning efforts and the



            7     contractual obligations with our EPC contractor June



            8     15th.  The full generation of the facility is underway,



            9     and so for the, I guess, commercial perspective, we are



           10     operational.  That's the PTO letter from BPA allowed us



           11     to -- to begin to produce -- generate some revenue from



           12     that production.



           13          As far as operational under the SCA, we did



           14     perform -- this will be on next month's update -- we



           15     did perform the vegetative assessment earlier this



           16     week, indicating we have achieved the required



           17     vegetative stabilization, which will allow us to submit



           18     for the NOT.  The timing of that's a little -- you



           19     know, we have to ensure that the environmental



           20     compliance is maintained throughout that process.



           21          And so for hard date, I would say June is what we



           22     are targeting.  May slip into July, just depending on



           23     final closeout items.



           24                        MR. RYBARIK:  Very good.  Thank you.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you very much.
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            1          Seeing no other hands, we will move on to Carriger



            2     Solar.  And Joanne Snarski is here to provide an



            3     update.



            4                        MS. SNARSKI:  Thank you, Chair



            5     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, this is



            6     Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for Carriger



            7     Solar facility in Klickitat County.



            8          The judicial review of this project with the



            9     Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation is



           10     ongoing and is being handled by our records staff and



           11     the assistant attorney generals.



           12          Meanwhile, EFSEC staff continue to discuss



           13     Carriger's timing for submitting the construction plans



           14     required in the site certification agreement.  We



           15     anticipate a few of these draft plans in the coming



           16     weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.



           17          May I answer any questions?



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           19                        MR. RYBARIK:  None here.



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Seeing no hands.  We



           21     will move on to the Cascade Renewable Transmission



           22     Project, and Maria Belkina will provide the update.



           23                        MS. BELKINA:  Thank you, Chair



           24     Beckett and Council members.  For the record, my name



           25     is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the
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            1     Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.



            2          On May 1st, EFSEC issued a SEPA determination of



            3     significance and initiated the SEPA scoping comment



            4     period for the project.  The scoping comment period is



            5     currently open through June 1st.  Scoping materials,



            6     notices, and supporting documents have been posted to



            7     the EFSEC website.



            8          On May 19th, EFSEC received the applicant's



            9     responses to the first round of data requests, and



           10     staff are currently reviewing the submitted materials



           11     as part of the ongoing application review process.



           12          EFSEC staff have continued coordination with state



           13     and federal agencies regarding environmental review



           14     responsibilities and alignment between the SEPA and



           15     NEPA processes.  Coordination is ongoing with the U.S.



           16     Army Corps of Engineers, Oregon agencies, and other



           17     cooperating and reviewing agencies.



           18          And, finally, we have received additional Council



           19     appointees, so now all local jurisdictions that are



           20     going to participate along the proposed corridor are



           21     actively responded [sic] on the Council.



           22          I'd be happy to answer any questions.



           23                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members, any



           24     questions or comments?  Let me make sure we have



           25     several of our local representatives online.
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            1          Yes, Commissioner Leckie.



            2                        MR. LECKIE:  Yeah, this is Asa



            3     Leckie.



            4          Yeah, I just had -- you know, we got notice that



            5     the tribes want a government-to-government



            6     consultation.  Should we consider delaying public



            7     comment till after August, till having that



            8     consultation, so the tribes will have time to put in



            9     their comments after that consultation?  Thank you.



           10                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you for the



           11     question.  I think Ami Hafkemeyer will --



           12                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  If I may.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- help answer that



           14     initially.  Yeah.



           15                        MS. HAFKEMEYER:  Yes.  Thank you.



           16          So we are scheduled to have a tribal-specific SEPA



           17     scoping meeting, closed to receive confidential or



           18     potentially confidential information from tribes



           19     specifically, scheduled the same day actually as the



           20     public SEPA scoping meeting.  This additional



           21     consultation will inform the overall project review and



           22     may include some information provided during SEPA



           23     scoping but may expand beyond that.  We expect the



           24     consultation to be part of ongoing conversations.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And Council Leckie
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            1     as well as for other members and staff can help correct



            2     anything that need be, so -- and I'll use the Cowlitz



            3     Tribe as an example and map it to the larger current



            4     process.



            5          So Cowlitz asked for consultation with the EFSEC



            6     Council.  We did that consultation recently as was



            7     noted in the public meeting yesterday, I believe, or



            8     day before at latest.  I received a response letter



            9     from the Cowlitz that I don't think had been published



           10     yet in terms of available to the public, but it is a



           11     public record and will be.  And that was generally some



           12     feedback on the consultation.  And then same letter



           13     also acknowledged that they would be sending in their



           14     SEPA scoping comments.



           15          The reason I bring this up now is, while we will



           16     continue to have in this case a SEPA scoping



           17     consultation with -- or meeting with tribes in addition



           18     and parallel with public comment that same day,



           19     ultimately all those -- that input is for the public



           20     record, including on their scoping comments.



           21          If there are culturally sensitive information that



           22     is not subject to disclosure, I'll acknowledge, you



           23     know, that could be the case, but generally, and I



           24     think the tribe's intent is, you know, when it comes to



           25     what they think should be included in a scoping process
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            1     under SEPA, it will be public, and it will be part of



            2     the overall record that non-tribal members of the



            3     public have access to and can comment on and will be



            4     part of the process.



            5          So let me look to staff, or in case also Council



            6     Thompson online needs to clarify anything I've shared



            7     since this is my first, you know, big transmission



            8     corridor project too, let me make sure that's correct.



            9     But I hope that helps, Council Leckie, just to make



           10     sure we know that, at the end of the day, you know,



           11     even if there's some separate meetings, the full record



           12     is going to show, before there's ever, you know, a



           13     decision, all of that will be part of the full project



           14     council's consideration, so...



           15          Go ahead, Council Leckie.



           16                        MR. LECKIE:  Yeah, I just had



           17     another question.  So not all the Cascade Renewable



           18     Transmission Project members are involved in the tribal



           19     consultation, then?  Some of the tribal consultations



           20     are held in different meetings?  Thank you.



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  So, no, thank you



           22     for the question.  It's a good one, because it's an



           23     emerging evolution on the answer.



           24          So today, under EFSLA, which creates EFSEC, the



           25     chair is designated by law to do the consultation on
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            1     behalf of the Council, and that is what the Cowlitz



            2     Tribe requested.



            3          On June 11th of this year, the new law that then



            4     allows the full project council to meet with the tribal



            5     council upon request, that will be possible, so that



            6     the full project council can meet with the tribal



            7     council in consultation and ensure, you know, if there



            8     are things that need to be exchanged between the full



            9     councils, including sensitive information, that that



           10     can appropriately occur.



           11          Any of that information ultimately will be part of



           12     the public record and will be part of the public



           13     decision and will be discussed in public by this full



           14     project council.  So we now have, if you will, two



           15     tools in the toolbox for consultation.



           16          The Yakama Nation has also this week asked for



           17     consultation.  And they, in particular, are the



           18     Washington tribe that have long wanted only to



           19     be able -- or to at least primarily be talking with the



           20     full EFSEC Council with the full tribal council.  And



           21     so in early July are currently the dates that are



           22     being, you know, in flow, where that consultation would



           23     occur.



           24          And while that will be emphasized to be an



           25     in-person consultation in Toppenish, preferably for all
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            1     or a majority of the Council, it will be a hybrid



            2     meeting.  And I know for some, that's important,



            3     because you are interested in participating, but it



            4     needs to be done virtually.



            5          So we appreciate the Yakama Nation's support of



            6     trying to have that hybrid ability, and that's kind of



            7     the latest on that consultation in this case with the



            8     Yakama.



            9          So I'm happy to see if you have any other



           10     questions, Council Leckie, from what I've just said.



           11                        MR. LECKIE:  No.  Thank you.  That



           12     clarifies it.



           13                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Great.



           14          Anything else?



           15          Okay.  Thank you.  Then we will move on to the



           16     Horse Heaven update.  Sean Greene, the EFSEC staff,



           17     will provide the update.



           18                        MR. GREENE:  Good afternoon, Chair



           19     Beckett and EFSEC Council members.  This is Sean



           20     Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC, reporting on behalf



           21     of Amy Moon.



           22          Staff continue to work with the certificate holder



           23     to review mitigation plans as required under the site



           24     certification agreement, or SCA.  And on May 14th,



           25     EFSEC received the draft pre-operational technical
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            1     advisory group facilitator report for Habitat-6,



            2     project layout and design.  Staff are currently



            3     reviewing the report and will provide feedback to the



            4     certificate holder in early June.  Micro-siting



            5     clarifications captured in this plan are within the



            6     terms and conditions of the current site certification



            7     agreement.



            8          Does the Council have any questions?



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           10          None at this time, looks like.  So thank you.



           11          We will move on to Hop Hill Solar, and John Barnes



           12     will provide the update.



           13                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair



           14     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,



           15     EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.



           16          On April 28th and 29th, EFSEC met with Ecology and



           17     the applicant's consultant, ERM, or Environmental



           18     Resource Management, to conduct field verification of



           19     the wetlands and waters delineation reports for this



           20     project and what was produced by ERM.



           21          We are awaiting the Ecology validation report for



           22     this visit.  Staff are also continuing to work with the



           23     applicant on the submission of additional application



           24     materials for the Hop Hill project.



           25          Are there any questions?
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            1                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



            2          Hearing none.



            3          We will move on to the Wallula Gap Solar project,



            4     and John Barnes will provide that update as well.



            5                        MR. BARNES:  Thank you, Chair



            6     Beckett and Council members.  This is John Barnes,



            7     EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.



            8          Staff are continuing to work with the applicant,



            9     OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource



           10     Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,



           11     traditional cultural properties, study and report



           12     conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.



           13          Staff are working with the applicant and the



           14     Department of Ecology to determine if project



           15     modifications are needed based on information contained



           16     in the Department of Ecology final wetlands and waters



           17     report.  As a reminder, identification of potential



           18     project impacts and mitigations that can be resolved as



           19     part of the EFSEC SEPA determination process.



           20          Are there any questions?



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



           22          Council members?



           23          None at this time.



           24          We will then move on to the Goldeneye battery



           25     storage project, and Joanne Snarski will provide that
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            1     update.



            2                        MS. SNARSKI:  Yes.  Thank you again.



            3     This is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the



            4     proposed Goldeneye battery energy storage facility in



            5     Skagit County.



            6          Staff are continuing to assess the potential



            7     impacts from the project as required by the State



            8     Environmental Policy Act.  Following coordination with



            9     representatives from both Department of Archaeological



           10     and Historic Preservation and the Governor's Office of



           11     Indian Affairs, on May 8th we sent a letter to the



           12     Upper Skagit Tribe.  This correspondence articulated



           13     the feedback we need from them on the cultural



           14     resources survey.  The tribe acknowledged the request



           15     and indicated that they will be able to respond to us



           16     very soon, hopefully this week.



           17          And that's all I have.  Can I answer any



           18     questions?



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members.  I



           20     think we'll wait for the answer too.  So thank you for



           21     the update.



           22          And then we do have Item j, our last added project



           23     today.  Again, now, this is -- as a reminder, in this



           24     ongoing first few months, projects that are routine,



           25     they're in the packets, but they're listed in the
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            1     bottom of the agenda under "Note."  When something



            2     happens after the agenda is published, we're able to



            3     quickly amend and put it on the agenda for the day.  We



            4     try to do that in advance if we know, just for just,



            5     you know, transparency standpoint.



            6          But, with that, Jarred Caseday will provide the



            7     update.  "Caseday."  Excuse me.



            8                        MR. CASEDAY.  Good afternoon, Chair



            9     Beckett, EFSEC Council, and staff.  This is Jarred



           10     Caseday with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley



           11     wind power project.



           12          Kittitas Valley had two turbines vandalized



           13     between January 2026 and April 2026.  This incident has



           14     been reported to the Kittitas County Sheriff's



           15     Department.  Turbine G4:  Damage to the door lock



           16     mechanism.  Turbine G1:  Unauthorized paint marks at



           17     the base of the tower turbine -- excuse me -- turbine



           18     tower.  Both turbines have been repaired.



           19          Do you have any questions?



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



           21          Council Rybarik.



           22                        MR. RYBARIK:  And just one question.



           23     Obviously operate other projects across probably many



           24     geographies.  I just wonder if this is a trend you're



           25     seeing elsewhere.  Is this a unique situation to this
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            1     location?  Or kind of give us some context for the



            2     vandalism that's been identified at this location, if



            3     you could.



            4                        MR. CASEDAY:  So this project's been



            5     operating since 2010, and this is the first time we've



            6     ever had an incident of vandalism.  So for here, it's



            7     extremely rare.



            8                        MR. RYBARIK:  Any conte- -- are you



            9     seeing anything in other places that we should be



           10     mindful of as we think about the context in which we're



           11     operating these projects, or is this -- is this unique?



           12          It's obviously unique for this location.  I just



           13     wonder if you're seeing any trends elsewhere.



           14                        MR. CASEDAY:  I think I'd defer



           15     maybe to offline for other -- for that comment, just



           16     considering it's not effective to this project.



           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  Okay.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  All right.



           19                        MR. RYBARIK:  Fair enough.



           20                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Anything else,



           21     Council members?



           22          Hearing none.



           23          With that, we will move on to our final item,



           24     which I believe is our director update from Dave



           25     Walker.
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            1                        MR. WALKER:  Thank you, Chair



            2     Beckett.



            3          For the record, Dave Walker, interim director with



            4     EFSEC.  I do have a couple things to talk about today.



            5          First of all, I wanted to give an update on our



            6     strategic planning as an agency.  If you recall last



            7     year, we began the process with our extended management



            8     team on identifying several areas of the agency that we



            9     wanted to bring forward for the '26-'28 strategic plan,



           10     which predominantly focused on our strategic focus,



           11     what matters not only to the agency but to our



           12     customers and partners, defining our unique



           13     contributions that the agency brings, and, finally,



           14     what is our overall scope that we really wanted to



           15     focus on during this two-year period.



           16          We have draft finals right now.  We have not



           17     finalized this as of yet.  There is a little bit more



           18     work to do when it comes to designing our measures and



           19     metrics around how we know we're going to be successful



           20     as an agency.  The end-goal plan is to have the new



           21     strategic plan stood up and operational July 1st of



           22     this year.  So we have a little bit more work to do on



           23     that front with the metrics, but we are very, very



           24     close at this point.



           25          We are also looking at putting our one-page
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            1     strategic plan out on the Internet for those of the



            2     public and our partners who wish to take a look at it.



            3     And I believe most likely at the next Council meeting,



            4     we'll be ready to more openly share that with the



            5     Council once we have everything nailed down on it.



            6          So any questions on strategic planning?



            7                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Council members?



            8                        MR. WALKER:  Okay.



            9                        CHAIR BECKETT:  I will just say, as



           10     chair, I have been a participant in that work and



           11     really appreciate the internal work that was, in part,



           12     there before I ever came to the agency.  But it



           13     certainly has been a focus as intended before and



           14     during my tenure here.  And it's a product I can stand



           15     behind.  So certainly welcome others' feedback.  And it



           16     will -- maybe Dave spoke to this, but it's worth



           17     reiterating.



           18          Ultimately the plan is reflective of lots of



           19     feedback the agency's gotten, I think, over time and



           20     certainly, you know, in the past year-plus in my term.



           21     And the plan can iterate.  So, you know, as things



           22     adapt and we learn, then so can the plan.  So I would



           23     just emphasize that, as folks see -- so feedback is



           24     welcome, but at the same time, you know, know it will



           25     be kind of a living document where it needs to be.
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            1                        MR. WALKER:  And thank you for



            2     bringing that up, Chair Beckett.



            3          One thing I would add is that we did our best at



            4     incorporating both partner and customer input that we



            5     have received that you were just discussing a moment



            6     ago.  Ongoing input, nothing that we specifically



            7     requested.  But nonetheless, they were all focal points



            8     as we move through putting this plan together.  So I



            9     think we have a very comprehensive plan in moving



           10     forward once we get it finalized, so...



           11          The next piece that I wanted to speak to was --



           12     and this actually is a -- an element of our strategic



           13     plan.  We've identified that there are several internal



           14     processes to the agency that we need to start doing



           15     process mapping around.  And we've actually begun those



           16     efforts here a month or two ago with certain processes



           17     within the agency that we felt needed to be brought out



           18     immediately.



           19          But there are some larger conversations and larger



           20     efforts going on around mapping the siting process as



           21     an example.  And we used one of our newest projects,



           22     Gray Bobcat, as an example of that as to how we believe



           23     it's going to fall out.



           24          We're going to continue to grow these mapping



           25     processes, but we see them as being very beneficial and
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            1     not only helping us identify what's going to be



            2     required for these projects moving forward, but it's



            3     also going to be very transparent for the project



            4     owners, themselves, to understand what are the time



            5     frames that we are looking at, what are the steps



            6     potentially that we're going to have to go through.



            7          There are many, many ins and outs to the siting



            8     process, as we all know, and it's very dependent on



            9     what has occurred previously as to what are going to be



           10     the next steps within the process.  But that's



           11     something that we're still striving to capture as much



           12     as possible and begin to get a better handle on making



           13     sure that we're openly communicating with our partners



           14     on what is going to be required for these projects.  So



           15     more work to come on that.



           16          Any questions from the Council?



           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  Council Member



           18     Rybarik.



           19          And, Dave, thank you.  Thank you for that.  I'll



           20     just add to it -- and I think this is inherent in that



           21     process -- that that transparency is really important



           22     to the members of the public who might want to engage



           23     in that process or sort of understand the, you know,



           24     sort of start-to-finish process, because I think that



           25     can be really challenging if that's something you want
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            1     to engage in, or members of the local governments that



            2     want to see sort of that process spelled out.



            3          That process mapping, I think, is -- it's just a



            4     great exercise for everybody in that process to truly



            5     understand what are all the steps that go on along the



            6     way.  So appreciate the work that's being done there.



            7                        MR. WALKER:  Absolutely.  Well, I



            8     can speak for myself.  I had a couple of "aha" moments



            9     as we were moving through the process, so it was



           10     beneficial.  Absolutely.



           11          The final piece, I just wanted to give a quick



           12     update on the executive director recruitment.



           13          We completed first-round interviews last week.



           14     Tomorrow we are going to be meeting with all four of



           15     the candidates that had initially gone through the



           16     first round of four second-round interviews.



           17          From there, we will be making determinations for



           18     potential third round, which I think is going to happen



           19     at that point.  That's generally when the final



           20     candidate or candidates have an opportunity to meet



           21     with agency staff.  Questions can be asked of them both



           22     ways.



           23          At this point, I'm anticipating having a new



           24     executive director on board no later than July 1st.



           25     And that would be physically on-site.  Of course, those
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            1     time frames can change, dependent on what occurs



            2     between now and then, but at least that is our goal in



            3     moving forward.  So -- and that's all I have.



            4                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.  So thank



            5     you for all that.  Let me make a couple, two segments



            6     of comments.



            7          On the process improvement mapping and just other



            8     aspects of that, I just want to thank the staff,



            9     especially the team that has been most, you know,



           10     directly attached to that work here in the near term,



           11     knowing it has touched others, I'm sure, already beyond



           12     it.



           13          But it's added work on certain levels, and I want



           14     to acknowledge that.  But to the degree we can embed it



           15     with what was existing work anyway that we're doing,



           16     you know, I hope that helps, and where -- how we best



           17     work together to manage all those different competing



           18     priorities and demands, I want to acknowledge that.



           19     And it's -- as I've said privately but I want to say it



           20     publicly, that's always an important open conversation



           21     to stay close with, because we're going to do better



           22     work for it.



           23          And the answers lurk in unusual places -- I'll



           24     just say that -- on how the process works; how does it



           25     work, you know, better, differently, faster.  Sometimes
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            1     it needs more time.  So, you know, there are all those



            2     range of dynamics that we have to balance as an agency,



            3     whether it's the Council or the staff.  So want to hold



            4     that up and celebrate it and say thank you.



            5          On the interviews -- and sorry.  Maybe you said



            6     this, Dave.  But I did want to acknowledge to the



            7     Council as well, also thanking Council Pamplin, who had



            8     volunteered, if there was a role, you know, to



            9     participate in some of the interviews.  And so he will



           10     join us tomorrow as part of the interview panel.  And



           11     just wanted to say thank you and acknowledge that for



           12     our fellow Council members as well.  And thanks for



           13     volunteering earlier on.



           14                        MR. PAMPLIN:  You bet.



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Were there other



           16     comments to Dave's, Council members?



           17                        MR. RYBARIK:  Thank you.



           18                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Okay.  Then we will



           19     move on to the item I referenced very at a high level



           20     at the beginning.  And so this is just a quick



           21     discussion more -- once I kind of set the table for the



           22     permanent Council members to weigh in, if other project



           23     council who are here had any comments, I certainly, you



           24     know, would add those in, but want to acknowledge this



           25     is probably more focused on the permanent Council
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            1     members.



            2          And we started a practice in December that -- with



            3     a couple new Council members.  We'll have to catch the



            4     new Commerce person up too.  We had an outside



            5     presentation in this case from Fish and Wildlife, who



            6     had been bringing forward for some time an important



            7     body of work around shrub-steppe and new guidelines and



            8     a process through that.



            9          And while I think there was an intent to do -- to



           10     repeat that with other change, including all the lists



           11     we just ran through, we just haven't been doing that.



           12     So I don't think we lack for topics.  And some of those



           13     could be more specific to our work on whether that's



           14     battery storage safety, as an example; shrub-steppe



           15     we've done.



           16          I would note the -- rolled out this past week by



           17     the director of Ecology and the governor, the



           18     Washington's Water Future initiative.  And clearly



           19     that's a big issue, and it's clearly always been an



           20     issue in energy projects, but it's going to be on



           21     display as more of a primary consideration probably



           22     than it was in years past.



           23          There are others that go into, you know, larger



           24     energy, how much do we need and when and where and



           25     those things.  I want to acknowledge at the Department
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            1     of Commerce and the UTC, who do joint work on some of



            2     those topics, we may not be repeating it always, but at



            3     the same time, if any of you find benefit in -- as a



            4     Council, as the EFSEC Council, hearing of that, and if



            5     you can hear it one more time for some of you, like



            6     Chair Rybarik of the UTC, then I'd kind of, you know,



            7     defer to you.



            8          I would also note and thank Council Osborne for



            9     flagging it in our call last week, which is the



           10     Northwest Power Planning Council will be releasing



           11     their Ninth Power Plan draft in July.  And there is



           12     definitely relevance on what's going on in that to



           13     everything I just listed.



           14          So I'll stop there, other than I should have



           15     noted -- and I don't know how to, you know, kind of



           16     work through this, but affordability is on display more



           17     than ever, but including in the EFSEC statute, called



           18     at a reasonable cost.  And I don't know how to use that



           19     or qualify it or quantify it, but it would seem



           20     relevant in amidst all the other considerations that we



           21     have.



           22          So with that, let me turn this to my fellow



           23     Council members, and just whatever you care to share.



           24     And this would be intended, is it 30 minutes at the end



           25     of a meeting that's already not going three hours
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            1     because it's, like today, it's 2:19, and if we went to



            2     3:00, what would we do with that 41 minutes?  So I want



            3     to also acknowledge that you all have day jobs in



            4     addition to your service here on the EFSEC Council,



            5     unlike me.  So I would defer to, you know, just how do



            6     you all want to balance that.



            7          And I don't think that this always requires all of



            8     you to be here.  Not that that should be exclusionary.



            9     I think we'll do better work if we can have most of us



           10     here.  But it can be at the tail end where we've



           11     already got a meeting running.  For those who want to



           12     participate from the public, it's not much of a added



           13     resource use to keep going another 40 minutes.  And I



           14     want to try and keep this light on the staff as far as



           15     who's presenting and things like that, so -- and I



           16     thought shrub-steppe was a good example of how to



           17     balance all those different realities.



           18          So, with that, finally, back to the Council.



           19          Council Dean.



           20                        MS. DEAN:  Thank you, Chair Beckett.



           21     I would just like to say that I would really support



           22     that.  And as the newest Council member, I'm probably



           23     still coming up to speed more than the rest of you.



           24     But I, for example, found it really helpful to go to



           25     the meeting that the UTC hosted with BPA.  And I just
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            1     think context is really important in these really



            2     complex situations, and I benefit a lot from the



            3     opportunity to learn more than can be included in our



            4     packet of course.  So I support that as the agenda



            5     allows.



            6                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you, Council



            7     Dean.



            8          Let me turn to Council Pamplin and then to Council



            9     Nelson, who I noted had his hand up a moment ago.



           10          Council Pamplin.



           11                        MR. PAMPLIN:  Great.  Thank you,



           12     Mr. Chair.  Yes, I'm a proponent of this idea.  I



           13     appreciate you bringing this forward again.  You know,



           14     I see in EFSEC statutes also part of the mission is a



           15     convener of these conversations, and so there is an



           16     obligation in front of the agency to do that.  And this



           17     proposal, I think, helps meet that need.



           18          In terms of the, you know, the suggestions about,



           19     yes, if you have -- if we have a very busy,



           20     action-oriented agenda, maybe we postpone that briefing



           21     to later.  I'm hoping that a lot of the types of



           22     briefings that we would be asking likely other agencies



           23     to bring forward is something that they've already



           24     prepared.  And so it's hopefully not an extra, you



           25     know, significant workload.
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            1          It wasn't that much work for our staff to bring



            2     forward the -- a presentation on the update of the wind



            3     and solar guidelines, for instance, in December.  So



            4     hopefully we can replicate that.



            5          In terms of potential topics, I really like the



            6     idea of receiving an update on the energy kind of



            7     demand forecast, what's the current utilization, what's



            8     our state's progress relative towards deriving energy



            9     from clean energy sources, and another potential



           10     topic -- and this is -- don't know.  I haven't visited



           11     with Ecology on this, but what's the status of their



           12     new clean energy permitting pathway, and is that ready



           13     for a briefing in front of this body?  Thank you.



           14                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



           15          Council Nelson.



           16                        MR. NELSON:  Thank you, Chair



           17     Beckett.  Council Nelson here.  I was just taking notes



           18     from what Council Pamplin was saying.  That was great.



           19     I'm also a proponent of this idea.  (Videoconference



           20     technical difficulties.)



           21                        CHAIR BECKETT:  And, Council, you



           22     have frozen, I believe, just to let you know.  You may



           23     want to --



           24                        MR. NELSON:  Oh, no.



           25                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- rewind just
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            1     briefly.



            2                        MR. NELSON:  Can you hear me now?



            3                        CHAIR BECKETT:  We can.



            4                        MR. NELSON:  Okay.  Great.  I'll



            5     just turn my camera off.



            6          I was just saying I'm a proponent of the idea as



            7     well.  And in my day job, I oversee a product



            8     stewardship unit.  And we have take-back programs where



            9     producers pay for the recycling or disposal of products



           10     in this state, such as solar panels and soon



           11     medium-format batteries, perhaps eventually



           12     large-format batteries.  So at the very least, although



           13     the program's been deferred for a couple years, I would



           14     love one of my staff to come present on that solar



           15     panel take-back program to the -- to the Council.



           16     Because ultimately producers will be paying for those



           17     costs eventually in this state.  So "yes" for the idea,



           18     and products as well as eco --



           19                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Appreciate that.



           20          And certainly as small-scale solar continues to



           21     deploy, and as various panels cycle out, that will be,



           22     you know, more of a retail residential version in



           23     addition to the commercial.  So appreciate that.



           24          Council Rybarik.



           25                        MR. RYBARIK:  Thank you,
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            1     Mr. Chairman.  I'll just add to the support for this --



            2     for this concept.  I don't have a list of ideas as



            3     Council Member Pamplin very nicely brought to the



            4     table, but I'll think on that.



            5          But this is -- an important piece is, as I think



            6     both you and Council Member Dean noted, that we are at



            7     the UTC trying to engage in this kind of "the more you



            8     know" campaign.  But ultimately -- right? -- the



            9     decisions we have to make here at the EFSEC, the



           10     decisions we make at the UTC are based on a record of a



           11     case before us.



           12          So often we're kind of learning that in real time,



           13     which is really important, but I think this is an



           14     opportunity for us to get educated so we can ask even



           15     better questions in those processes and have that



           16     process be more efficient and more effective for -- for



           17     the people who are participating in it.



           18          So I think this is -- this is great.  It's going



           19     to be incumbent on us to continue to think of good



           20     ideas to bring to that table and make sure we have the



           21     time for it, but I think this is part and parcel of the



           22     continued development and the convening work that we do



           23     here at EFSEC and ultimately getting us to make better



           24     decisions, and that's a really good goal.  So



           25     appreciate the thinking on this and big support.  Thank
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            1     you.



            2                        CHAIR BECKETT:  Thank you.



            3          Any other Council comments?



            4          Don't see any.



            5          Okay.  And, actually, since the -- Council Dean



            6     brought up the meeting with Bonneville, and I'll -- on



            7     behalf of the UTC, let me just say thank you, because



            8     that included EFSEC and Commerce and Ecology, both



            9     Director Sixkiller and myself, and others.  And then as



           10     it turned out, new EFSEC Council Member Dean was able



           11     to join us despite a very short notice.  So appreciate



           12     your extra effort to join that day, and I think more of



           13     that is important too --



           14                        MR. RYBARIK:  Yeah.



           15                        CHAIR BECKETT:  -- and how we



           16     leverage many of these forums in that way.



           17          Okay.  Well, then that actually concludes our



           18     meeting today.



           19          Any last comments from Council or staff?



           20          Then I will adjourn us at 2:26 p.m.  Thank you,



           21     all, very much for your time and participation.



           22                               (Meeting adjourned at



           23                                2:26 p.m.)



           24



           25
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