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Project Overview
Cascade Renewable Transmission is a proposed 400-kilovolt (kV) high-voltage direct
current (HVDC) electric transmission facility spanning about 100 miles between the BPA
Big Eddy substation near The Dalles, Oregon, and the PGE Harborton substation in Portland,
Oregon. The project would be built primarily within the Columbia River bed in both Oregon
and Washington, with approximately 40 miles in Washington and 58 miles in Oregon,
including about 7.6 miles of underground cable in Skamania County to bypass the
Bonneville Locks and Dam.
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Project Overview
For more information about the project, visit EFSEC webpage or scan the QR code:
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Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
Process Overview 

We are here

The SEPA scoping process
consists of a 30-day period
to collect comments from
the public, tribes, agencies,
and others. Scoping defines
the scope of the EIS — what
issues matter, what
alternatives to evaluate, and
what information is needed.

This input informs the
analysis of potential effects,
the suite of alternatives that
meet the project’s purpose
and need, and the criteria for
evaluation and comparison
of alternatives

Based on scoping input,
EFSEC prepares a Draft
EIS evaluating a range of
reasonable alternatives
that meet the project’s
purpose and need. The
applicant provides
required studies and
technical reports.

The Draft EIS assesses
and compares direct,
indirect, and cumulative
environmental effects of
each alternative across
all required SEPA
elements.

EFSEC will publish the Draft
EIS and provide public
notice through the
EFSEC/project website and
distribution lists.

Publication of the Draft EIS
will begin a public review
and comment period for
agencies, Tribes, and the
public. The review period
will be at least 30 days in
accordance with SEPA
requirements.

After the comment period
on the Draft EIS, EFSEC will
analyze comments, conduct
further analysis (if
necessary), and prepare the
Final EIS. The Final EIS will
contain responses to
substantive comments
received on the Draft EIS.

EFSEC will publish the Final
EIS and provide public
notice through the
EFSEC/project website and
distribution lists.

Conduct SEPA Scooping Prepare Draft EIS Draft EIS Public Comment 
Period and Meetings Final EIS

|   C R T  S C O P I N G  M E E T I N G 5/27/2026



Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

Overview of the EIS

Environmental elements 
currently identified for 
detailed analysis in the EIS 
include: 

• Wildlife/Habitat
• Visual/Aesthetics
• Land Use
• Hazardous Materials
• Cumulative Impacts
• Socioeconomic impacts
• Cultural Resources
• Historic Resources

Environmental elements that require additional 
information before determining the scope of the 
EIS include:
• Air
• Water (wetlands, water quality, and water resources)
• Vegetation 
• Energy and Natural Resources
• Environmental Health
• Noise
• Light and Glare
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EFSEC and the Applicant have agreed an environmental impact statement (EIS) under RCW 
43.21C.030(2)(c) will be prepared. Not all elements of the environment outlined in the SEPA 
rules (WAC 197-11-444) are expected to be required in the study. 
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Adopting 
NEPA for SEPAAdopting NEPA for SEPA

NEPA EIS

Federal review led by
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)

+

WA SEPA Review

State review led by
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 
(EFSEC)

WAC 197-11-600 authorizes adoption of NEPA analysis 
into the SEPA record.

EFSEC and federal agencies are coordinating environmental review efforts throughout. 
Washington SEPA rules allow EFSEC to adopt portions of the NEPA analysis under WAC 
197-11-600, avoiding duplicative work and improving alignment.

B E N E F I T S  O F  C O O R D I N A T I O N

⇌ Reduces Duplication

Environmental studies and 
analysis inform both NEPA and 
SEPA—no redundant effort.

◎ Improved Coordination

Strengthens alignment between 
federal, state, Tribal, and local 
agencies.

Efficient Review

Parallel processing supports a 
more streamlined overall review 
timeline.

≡ Shared Analysis

Environmental studies inform 
both processes simultaneously as 
they become available.
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How to Stay Involved
• Comment period until June 1. 

• Online (during comment periods only)

https://comments.efsec.wa.gov

• By email

comments@efsec.wa.gov

• Mail

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

621 Woodland Square Loop P.O. Box 43172

Olympia, WA 98504-3172

• Project updates and Mailing list sign up

https://efsec.wa.gov/facilities/cascade-renewable-transmission

efsec@efsec.wa.gov

(360) 664-1345  
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FAQ
• Is scoping the last chance to comment?

No. Scoping is the beginning of the EIS process and helps identify key issues and concerns.

• What types of comments are most helpful during scoping?

Comments identifying important environmental, cultural, or community concerns are especially helpful 
during scoping.

• Will there be another formal review opportunity later?

Yes. EFSEC will publish a Draft EIS for public, Tribal, and agency review and comment.

• Will there be opportunities for continued coordination during the EIS process?

Yes. EFSEC is happy to coordinate ongoing meetings and updates throughout development of the Draft EIS.

• How long will the Draft EIS review period be?

Under WAC 197-11-455, EFSEC is required to provide at least a 30-day public comment period for the Draft 
EIS. EFSEC may consider a longer review period depending on project needs and circumstances.
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Contacts

Lisa McLean

Tribal Liaison

lisa.mclean@efsec.wa.gov

Maria Belkina

Site Specialist

maria.belkina@efsec.wa.gov

Trevin Taylor

SEPA Specialist

trevin.taylor@efsec.wa.gov

Thank you!
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