STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY

Central and Southwest Region Offices
PO Box 47600, Olympia, WA 98504-7600 ¢ 360-407-6000

June 1, 2026

Maria Belkina

Washington State Energy Facility Site Council
PO Box 43172

Olympia, WA 98503-3172

RE: ECY 202601752; EF-230002
Dear Maria Belkina:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Determination of Significance/Scoping Notice
for the Cascade Renewable Transmission (CRT) proposal. After reviewing the Scoping Notice and
associated documents, Ecology agrees that an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is
warranted for the project.

Due to the potential for impacts during construction and operation, Ecology further
recommends that all of the environmental elements identified as requiring “additional
information before determining the level of analysis in the EIS” be included for detailed analysis
in the EIS. In addition, we recommend that fish and aquatic species should be included for
detailed analysis under the “Wildlife/Habitat” element or as a separate element for detailed
analysis.

Ecology looks forward to the opportunity to support EFSEC with technical assistance (TA) and
review of materials by subject matter experts (SMEs) during the course of EIS development.

If you have any questions or would like to respond to these comments, please contact Karl
Rains, Region Planner at Karl.Rains@ecy.wa.gov

Sincerely,

@czwé ;’5’ g aret i

David Bowen
Central Region Director, Department of Ecology
509-480-1753 | David.Bowen@ecy.wa.gov
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Bobbak Talebi
Southwest & Olympic Region Director, Department of Ecology
360-789-9500 | Bobbak.Talebi@ecy.wa.gov
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