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June 15, 2026

Sent via Electronic Mail

ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL
efsec@efsec.wa.gov

Re:  Horse Heaven Hills Wind & Solar Project
Updated Micro-Siting Plan

Dear Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council,

I write on behalf of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation
(“Yakama Nation”) regarding Ami Hafkemeyer’s request for comment on a Revised Micro-
Siting Plan (“Revised Plan”) for the Horse Heaven Hills Wind & Solar Project (“Project”).!

EFSEC should decline to approve the Revised Plan, or otherwise move forward in its
review of the Project, because the Project’s existing site certification agreement (“SCA”)
violated Washington’s Energy Facility Site Location Act, State Environmental Policy Act,
and Administrative Procedure Act. Yakama Nation asserts and re-alleges its former
objections to the Project as approved by the SCA. These objections include, but are not
limited to, Yakama Nation’s claims articulated in our December 2, 2024 Petition for Review
in Thurston County Superior Court,? and issues alleged in our February 20, 2026 Opening
Brief before the Washington State Supreme Court.3

In recommending the SCA for approval, the previous Council impermissibly
prioritized the developer’s business interests and Governor Inslee’s personal policy goals
over EFSEC’s statutory obligations. The Revised Plan allows for enduring and significant
harm to numerous Traditional Cultural Properties identified consistently by Yakama
Nation through public comment as well as sealed adjudication documents and direct
Government-to-Government Consultation with the previous Council. The Revised Plan
perpetuates the Council’s decision to allow devastating impacts to Yakama Nation’s
cultural resources within the complex and sacred Horse Heave Hills landscape.

Notwithstanding EFSEC’s flawed reliance on an illegal pre-operational technical
advisory group, Yakama Nation appreciates the amount of care and time that has been

'Yakama Nation reserves the right to make all arguments and to pursue all remedies available
regarding the Horse Heaven Hills Wind and Solar Project, including but not limited to the proposed
action before EFSEC at this time.

2 Case No. 24-2-04171-34, consolidated under Case No. 24-2-04077-34.

3 Case No. 1048777.
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committed to analyzing habitat protections for the endangered Ferruginous Hawks. At a
minimum, that same level of care should be taken to address the Project’s well-documented
harmful impacts to Yakama Nation’s cultural resources. The lack of care for cultural
resources is apparent in the Revised Plan.

Yakama Nation understands that this new Council likely does not grasp the gravity
of the harm proposed by the Revised Plan, and it would not be appropriate to address these
harms in more detail in this public comment letter. The Council and EFSEC staff should
decline to allow any version of the Project to move forward until the Project is modified to
meaningfully avoid, minimize, and mitigate harm to Yakama Nation’s cultural resources.
EFSEC should re-engage with Yakama Nation to ensure that the new Council is able to
become fully aware of the Project’s impacts before making any further decision about the
Project or implementation of the flawed SCA.

Respectfully,

rald Lewis, Chairman
YAKAMA NATION TRIBAL COUNCIL

cc via email: Ami Hafkemeyer, Director of Siting and Compliance
Jon Thompson, Assistant Attorney General
Amy Moon, Siting & Compliance Lead
Lisa McLean, Tribal Liaison / Policy & Legislative Manager
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