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; APPEARANCES (Conti nui ng) 1 BE IT REMEMBERED that on Wednesday,
COUNCI L STAFF: 2 May 20, 2026, at 621 Woodland Square Loop Southeast,
3 P . ;
Dave Wl ker John Barnes 3 Lacey, Washmgton, at 1:31 p:m., the following
4 4 monthly meeting of the Washington State Energy
Ami Haf k J S ki - . . . .
5 ermeyer oanne snarskl 5 Facility Site Evaluation Council was held, to wit:
Joan Owens Al ex Shiley 6
6
Andrea Grant ham Mari a Bel ki na 7 SLKLKKL >>35>>
7
Sara Randol ph Keith Quinata 8
8 9 CHAIR BECKETT: Good afternoon.
° Sean Greene 10 This is Kurt Beckett, chair of the EFSEC Council,
10 11 calling our May 20th meeting to order. It's
OPERATI ONAL UPDATES:
11 12 1:31 p.m.
Jarred Caseday ; '
12 Kittitas Val |y Wnd, EDP Renewabl es 13 And, Ms. Grantham, if you'd call the roll,
13 Sara Randol ph 14 please.
1 Colunbia Sof ar 15 MS. GRANTHAM: Certainly, Chair.
s (S;ra Rgnd_ol ph ol B ookfi el d Re o 16 Department of Commerce.
ose Prairie Solar, Brookfie newabl e .
16 Jon Vol t z 17 MS. OSBORNE: Elizabeth Osborne,
Cstrea Sol ar, Cypress Creek Renewabl es 18 present.
17
18 19 MS. GRANTHAM: Department of
COUNSEL FOR THE ENVI RONMENT:
19 20 Ecology.
Sarah Reynevel d 21 MR. NELSON: Blake Nelson, present.
20 .
Yuriy Korol 22 MS. GRANTHAM: Department of Fish
3; 23 and Wildlife.
23 24 MR. PAMPLIN: Nate Pamplin,
24
5 25 present.
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1 MS. GRANTHAM: Department of Natural 1 MS. GRANTHAM: Sean Greene.

2 Resources. 2 MR. GREENE: Present.

3 MS. DEAN: Kate Dean, present. 3 MS. GRANTHAM: John Barnes.

4 MS. GRANTHAM: Utilities and 4 MR. BARNES: Present.

5 Transportation Commission. 5 MS. GRANTHAM: Joanne Snarski.

6 MR. RYBARIK: Brian Rybarik, 6 MS. SNARSKI: Present.

7 present. 7 MS. GRANTHAM: And Maria Belkina.

8 MS. GRANTHAM: For local government 8 MS. BELKINA: Present.

9 and optional State agencies: For the Hop Hill solar 9 MS. GRANTHAM: Moving on to

10 project, for Benton County. 10 operational updates. [I'll call those anticipated to

11 For the Wallula Gap project for Benton County. 11 speak today.

12 MR. FYALL: Adam Fyall, Benton 12 For Kittitas Valley Wind, Jarred Caseday.

13 County, is here. 13 MR. CASEDAY: Jarred Caseday,

14 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you. 14 present.

15 For Goldeneye BESS for Skagit County. 15 MS. GRANTHAM: Columbia Solar.

16 MR. ECKROTH: Robby Eckroth, 16 MS. RANDOLPH: This is Sara

17 present. 17 Randolph.

18 MS. GRANTHAM: For the Cascade 18 MS. GRANTHAM: Goose Prairie Solar.
19 Renewable Transmission Project for Skamania County. | 19 MS. RANDOLPH: [I'll be speaking on
20 For the City of Stevenson. 20 behalf of that facility.

21 MR. BRECKEL: Jeff Breckel for the 21 MS. GRANTHAM: And that is Sara

22 City of Stevenson, present. 22 Randolph?

23 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you. 23 MS. RANDOLPH: Yes.

24 For the City of North Bonneuville. 24 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you.

25 MR. COOK: Harold Cook for North 25 Goose Prairie Solar.

Page 7 Page 9

1 Bonneville, present. 1 Sara, will you speak for Goose Prairie Solar as

2 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you. 2 well if they do not show up?

3 For Klickitat County. 3 MS. RANDOLPH: Yes.

4 MR. SOKOL: Jan Sokol for Klickitat 4 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you.

5 County, present. 5 And, lastly, Ostrea Solar.

6 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you. 6 MR. VOLTZ: Jon Voltz, present.

7 And for the City of Camas. Camas. 7 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you.

8 MS. SENESCU: Jennifer Senescu, 8 Finally, is there anyone here for the counsel for

9 present. 9 the environment?

10 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you. 10 MS. REYNEVELD: Yes. Sarah

11 Moving on to assistant attorney generals. Jon 11 Reyneveld and Yuriy Korol are present.

12 Thompson. 12 MS. GRANTHAM: Thank you.

13 MR. THOMPSON: Present. 13 Chair, there is a quorum for all Councils.

14 MS. GRANTHAM: Zack Packer. 14 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you very much.

15 MR. PACKER: Present. 15 Before we move to adopting the agenda, let me

16 MS. GRANTHAM: And Talia Thuet. 16 speak to a couple issues of our attendance today.

17 MS. THUET: Present. 17 First, on behalf of the entire agency as well as

18 MS. GRANTHAM: Now to Council staff. | 18 the Council, I'd like to certainly welcome both our

19 Dave Walker. 19 ongoing local representatives for the Cascade Renewable
20 MR. WALKER: Present. 20 Transmission Project and also that we have Jennifer

21 MS. GRANTHAM: Ami Hafkemeyer. 21 Senescu, who's a newer member today, and staff will be
22 MS. HAFKEMEYER: Present. 22 updating on that project, but ultimately | think we

23 MS. GRANTHAM: Amy Moon. 23 have five participating representatives, so | think

24 Sara Randolph. 24 we're close to, you know, figuring out our full project

25 MS. RANDOLPH: Present. 25 council on CRT. So it's been an important step. Just
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1 wanted to acknowledge both the ongoing presence as well 1 discussion. So if | could put the agenda on the table.
2 as our newer members. 2 MR. RYBARIK: This is Brian Rybarik.
3 Relatedly, for our permanent Council members, | 3 I 'will move the adoption of the agenda.
4 wanted to acknowledge that Elizabeth Osborne will be 4 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you.
5 stepping aside from the EFSEC Council on behalf of the 5 Is there a second?
6 Department of Commerce, | believe effective by the June 6 MR. PAMPLIN: Second.
7 meeting. And we're pleased to have her with us today. 7 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you.
8 And appreciate your long-standing service not only to 8 The agenda's on the table. And we have one
9 the state but also to the EFSEC Council and agency. 9 project that we need to amend the agenda to add, which
10 And, with that, | was going to turn this to 10 is an update on the Kittitas Valley wind project, which
11 Council Osborne for any remarks that she would like to 11 would be Item j. And while this does not -- that's
12 make, knowing we'll find a means to, and a moment, to 12 No. 1.
13 honor you more formally in the future. But, with that, 13 No. 2, this does not really require an amendment,
14 1 would turn that to you, Council. 14 but | wanted to acknowledge it out of transparency both
15 MS. OSBORNE: Thank you, Chair 15 for Council as well as others online or participating
16 Beckett. | appreciate having had the opportunity to 16 from the public, that at the tail end of our director's
17 serve on EFSEC on behalf of the Department of Commerce. | 17 update, | wanted to just have a quick discussion
18 And I'd like to extend my sincere thanks to you, Chair, 18 amongst the permanent Council members of some
19 for your leadership and to the EFSEC staff for their 19 additional topics that we might bring to our forum here
20 consistent high-quality work in support of the Council 20 on occasion, so | wanted to just acknowledge that up
21 members and our decision-making. 21 front.
22 I'd like to also acknowledge and thank the current 22 And if there was further discussion or amendments,
23 members of the Council and the members who served 23 | would hear them now. And, otherwise, we have an
24 throughout the time | was here. | have very much 24 amended agenda on the table which I will soon call
25 appreciated your perspectives and benefited from your 25 action on.
Page 11 Page 13
1 expertise during my time. 1 Any further comments?
2 The last thing I'd like to add is that | really 2 Hearing none.
3 appreciate and thank the members of the public who 3 All'in favor of adopting the agenda as amended,
4 participate in EFSEC's work. Yeah, | would just really 4 please say "aye."
5 like to thank them for contributing their time in that 5 MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye.
6 effort. So thanks again, Chair Beckett and members of 6 CHAIR BECKETT: Opposed?
7 the Council. And that concludes my remarks. 7 Abstentions? Okay. We have our agenda for the day.
8 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you. 8 Moving on to the minutes. | would entertain a
9 And if any other Council members care to make a 9 motion to adopt the April 18th [sic] regular monthly
10 quick word, let me acknowledge that. And no 10 meeting minutes. Is there such a motion?
11 obligation. But, otherwise, we'll proceed. 11 MR. PAMPLIN: Mr. Chair, | move to
12 So with -- and | should note a closing note, 12 approve the April 18th [sic], 2026, monthly meeting
13 having learned this in a quick call that Elizabeth was 13 minutes.
14 good -- or Council Osborne was good enough to make time | 14 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you.
15 for, that she onboarded during the Horse Heaven 15 Is there a second?
16 project, but | believe in the heart of the adjudication 16 MR. RYBARIK: This is Brian Rybarik.
17 process, which would be quite a place to begin your 17 MS. DEAN: Kate Dean.
18 service on the Council. So some point, wherever that 18 MR. RYBARIK: Kate, go ahead.
19 was in that process, | just wanted to acknowledge that 19 MS. DEAN: Thank you.
20 added duty as it was -- as fate befell you. So thanks 20 Kate Dean. I'll second.
21 again. 21 CHAIR BECKETT: Appreciate that.
22 So, with that, Council, we have an agenda before 22 Are there any changes to the minutes from Council?
23 us. And | would entertain a motion to adopt the 23 1 do not know of any, since | typically bring them up,
24 agenda. 24 or have.
25 And we have one change that I'll speak to in the 25 Council Pamplin.
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1 MR. PAMPLIN: Yeah. Thanks, 1 And, with that, | will turn it to you, Sara

2 Mr. Chair. 2 Randolph, for an update on Columbia Solar.

3 On Council Packet PDF Page No. 11, which in the 3 MS. RANDOLPH: Thank you, Chair

4 quadrant of the pages of the meeting minutes, Page 28, | 4 Beckett, Council members, and staff. For the record,

5 Line 10, | believe | had said "or your '27-'29 5 this is Sara Randolph, site specialist for Columbia

6 operating budget,” and it says "operating project.” 6 Solar.

7 Thank you. 7 The regular facility update is provided in your

8 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you. 8 packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.

9 | think staff have that change. 9 As mentioned at the April Council meeting,

10 Any others? 10 Columbia Solar submitted a request for transfer of

11 Hearing none. I'll -- 11 ownership pursuant to WAC 463-66. Given the

12 MR. RYBARIK: Real quick. I'll just 12 administrative nature of the amendment request, staff

13 note that I think this is just a good hygiene practice 13 propose that we hold the informational hearing required
14 for us particularly on motions. There's a lot of 14 by WAC 463-66-30 immediately following the regular June
15 times -- | know the court reporter has to follow this 15 Council meeting. Details of the informational hearing

16 very quickly -- that we have unidentified voices are 16 will be noticed in the incoming week.

17 the -- are the people making the motions. I think it's 17 Following the informational meeting and review of

18 probably just a good practice for us to identify 18 comments received, staff will prepare the necessary

19 ourselves, then identify the motion, and keep a 19 documentation to support the Council's action on the

20 complete record of who's made those motions. 20 request, which will be posted for public comment prior

21 CHAIR BECKETT: Appreciate that. 21 to Council vote on the request. We anticipate

22 Yep. The end of the day, EFSEC is as much a 22 requesting the Council to take up the decision at the

23 record-making place as it is other things. So 23 July Council meeting. Thank you.

24 appreciate that. 24 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you.

25 Any other comments? Hearing none. 25 Were there any comments? Knowing you did a little

Page 15 Page 17

1 All'in favor of adopting the minutes as amended, 1 last time on that one, so okay. Hearing none.

2 please say "aye." 2 We will move on to Goose Prairie. And, again,

3 MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye. 3 Sara Randolph.

4 CHAIR BECKETT: Opposed? And 4 MS. RANDOLPH: Thank you again,

5 abstentions? 5 Chair Beckett. For the record, this is Sara Randolph,

6 Minutes are adopted as amended. 6 site specialist for Goose Prairie.

7 Moving on to our project updates. Let me -- so 7 The regular facility update is provided in your

8 we're going to obviously take up Columbia Solar here, 8 packet, and there was nothing nonroutine to report.

9 and Sara Randolph will be providing the update actually 9 On April 29th, Brookfield applied for an indirect

10 on both Item a and b. 10 transfer of the Goose Prairie SCA. Similar to the

11 And | just wanted to flag at a high level -- you 11 activity for the Columbia Solar amendment request,

12 will hear this in other form from Sarah. There are two 12 staff propose that we also hold the informational

13 amendments for these two projects. And in last month, 13 hearing required by WAC 463-66-30 following the regular

14 the amendment was in your packet. And you'll have an | 14 June Council meeting. Details of the informational

15 update on that today. 15 hearing will be noticed in the coming week.

16 On Goose Prairie, there is the information on the 16 Following the informational meeting and review of

17 amendment request. And then proposed in -- after the 17 comments received, staff will prepare the necessary

18 June meeting, we would be taking both those changes up | 18 documentation to support the Council's action on the

19 in a public hearing. And you'll hear more from the 19 request, which will be posted for public comment prior

20 staff on that. And then likely action in July on both 20 to Council vote on the request. We anticipate

21 those. 21 requesting the Council to take up the decision in the

22 So at a high level, those are kind of the 22 July Council meeting. Thank you.

23 interrelated things that are coming up on Items a and 23 CHAIR BECKETT: Council, are there

24 Db, and | just wanted to try and frame that going into 24 comments to the materials in your packet today? | have

25 the particulars of each item. So hopefully that helps. 25 at least one, but let me call on my fellow Council
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1 first. 1 ownership of those LLCs and are generally reflected in

2 All right. So on -- sorry -- the -- | have the 2 the holder of the financial assurance that those

3 hard copy that doesn't have the page numbers on it. 3 facilities provide.

4 But if you look in your PDF on the transfer of an SCA, 4 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you. | think

5 so there's the cover letter, and then it goes into the 5 that's a helpful comment in particular.

6 No. 1, No. 2, so on. Summary of an application for 6 And let me just be clear. | don't have great

7 transfer. 7 concern about what the management agreement says other

8 And at the top of the next page, there's the term 8 than knowing, you know, that we've got enough

9 "MSA." And there's a couple undefined acronyms like 9 connectivity there to the SCA, and as you just

10 this that -- there are more in here than | realized 10 clarified, the current operator. But ultimately

11 once | went down this rabbit hole, but essentially what 11 resources flow through that. And we just need to make

12 does -- what does "MSA" stand for? | believe it's 12 sure that there's enough connectivity between that

13 probably "management service agreement.” But can 13 signed, executed document and the SCA. So hope that

14 someone clarify the definition of that acronym? 14 helps.

15 Because it's, to me, not an unimportant document, which | 15 Council Pamplin.

16 | can explain, but... 16 MR. PAMPLIN: Yeah, thank you,

17 Sara, do you know? Or others? 17 Mr. Chair. This is Nate Pamplin.

18 MS. HAFKEMEYER: | don't know that 18 | found it on PDF Page 20. They did spell out the

19 we have the definition of that acronym on hand, but 19 acronym as "master services agreement.”

20 certainly we can clarify with the certificate holder 20 CHAIR BECKETT: | looked twice, but

21 and follow up with the Council. 21 | -- good old, you know, what we read or what we don't

22 CHAIR BECKETT: That'd be great. 22 read. But | will go back and reread it a third time.

23 Knowing we're still in process here and there's no 23 Thank you.

24 action today. But assuming it is a management service |24 What page again? I'll make a note.

25 agreement, and if it's a different word, | think that's 25 MR. PAMPLIN: Page 20.
Page 19 Page 21

1 the effective use of it. And that document, as | read 1 CHAIR BECKETT: Appreciate it.

2 this, is what ensures that the actual services in the 2 So unless there's other comments, | will help move

3 operations are accountable to the SCA from the new 3 uson.

4 agreements that they are arranging that we're being 4 MR. RYBARIK: Mr. Chair.

5 asked to approve. 5 CHAIR BECKETT: Please.

6 And | generally didn't have other concerns with 6 MR. RYBARIK: | guess the only --

7 what | read, and not being a finance expert, but that 7 CHAIR BECKETT: Council Rybarik.

8 certainly is -- seems some large, reputable firms that 8 MR. RYBARIK: -- thought | have is,

9 this is getting transferred to as far as that piece of 9 | mean, we're going to take action on this and discuss

10 it. But | would just emphasize the way | read this is, 10 it, it sounds like, more deeply in about a month's

11 whatever's in the MSA, standard as it may be, it's the 11 time. But | think what you're getting at here, to me,

12 connection between the SCA and the new ownership, which | 12 is the very analysis that we have to think about, which

13 would seem material. 13 is, what's the -- what's the risk factor here? Is this

14 So happy to -- other Council members, if you want 14 increasing any risk at all? And, again, | think a

15 to chime in on anything else or what I've shared, but 15 change of ownership upstream is pretty normal course of

16 that would conclude my feedback. 16 business oftentimes. And, again, | think you pointed

17 And Ami Hafkemeyer. 17 out these entities appear to be well-financed,

18 MS. HAFKEMEYER: If | could just 18 well-known entities that are coming here.

19 make some additional clarification. For the record, 19 But | just wonder from a staff perspective --

20 this is Ami Hafkemeyer. 20 again, not asking for the answer today but just to have

21 For both facilities' SCA amendment requests, the 21 that be a little bit of a focus point for all of us

22 actual certificate holder will remain the same. So, 22 just to make sure we understand what the -- what the

23 for example, Goose Prairie Solar, LLC, will remain the 23 potential mechanical risks are of changing an ownership

24 certificate holder. These changes in ownership are 24 structure like this. But recognizing the certificate

25 upstream changes and reflect changes in higher-level 25 and everything will remain in the same exact entity,
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1 just whether that upstream ownership has -- has any 1 this before, but getting near the end leads my mind to
2 increased risk or at least some assessment of how we've | 2 want to know when the anticipated end is. And wonder
3 looked at that from a staff perspective would be really 3 if you have an update there of when full commissioning
4 helpful. 4 and full operations are expected.
5 So let's table that for now until June, but we'll 5 MR. VOLTZ: Yes, sir. The -- we are
6 have a more thorough discussion of it then. 6 targeting to end the commissioning efforts and the
7 CHAIR BECKETT: And | would also 7 contractual obligations with our EPC contractor June
8 note, | thought the, you know, depiction infographic 8 15th. The full generation of the facility is underway,
9 that lays out how the structure works and the ownership 9 and so for the, | guess, commercial perspective, we are
10 and the percentages as well as at the footnotes, for 10 operational. That's the PTO letter from BPA allowed us
11 anyone that cares to be interested, you can find the -- 11 to -- to begin to produce -- generate some revenue from
12 MR. RYBARIK: Mm-hmm. 12 that production.
13 CHAIR BECKETT: -- stock listings 13 As far as operational under the SCA, we did
14 and all that on all the public disclosures. So despite 14 perform -- this will be on next month's update -- we
15 focusing on the NMA and asking a question or two about | 15 did perform the vegetative assessment earlier this
16 it, I, again, thought all that was before us looked 16 week, indicating we have achieved the required
17 clear and well presented, and | appreciate that. And 17 vegetative stabilization, which will allow us to submit
18 evidently my own oversight on Page 21, the definition. 18 for the NOT. The timing of that's a little -- you
19 So thank you. 19 know, we have to ensure that the environmental
20 All right. Then we will move on to Ostrea. And 20 compliance is maintained throughout that process.
21 Jon Voltz will provide the update today. 21 And so for hard date, | would say June is what we
22 MR. VOLTZ: Good afternoon, Chair 22 are targeting. May slip into July, just depending on
23 Beckett, Council members, and staff. This is Jon Voltz 23 final closeout items.
24 with Cypress Creek Renewables representing the Ostrea | 24 MR. RYBARIK: Very good. Thank you.
25 Solar facility. 25 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you very much.
Page 23 Page 25
1 The previous reporting period, the O&M facility 1 Seeing no other hands, we will move on to Carriger
2 setup continued. Established power, Internet, water, 2 Solar. And Joanne Snarski is here to provide an
3 septic services. We received the permission-to-operate 3 update.
4 |etter from Bonneville Power Administration, which 4 MS. SNARSKI: Thank you, Chair
5 allowed the six-megawatt curtailment to be lifted. 5 Beckett and Council members. For the record, this is
6 That curtailment lift allowed us to proceed with the 6 Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for Carriger
7 remaining activities for commissioning and performance 7 Solar facility in Klickitat County.
8 testing. So aerial and field infrared scanning 8 The judicial review of this project with the
9 commenced, and a majority of the construction equipment | 9 Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation is
10 demobilization began. So we are getting near the end. 10 ongoing and is being handled by our records staff and
11 As far as the environmental features, there's been 11 the assistant attorney generals.
12 several identified items that needed to be remediated. 12 Meanwhile, EFSEC staff continue to discuss
13 Those are, if not already remediated, are currently in 13 Carriger's timing for submitting the construction plans
14 progress, making efforts to progress toward 14 required in the site certification agreement. We
15 installation of the permanent BMPs. Other than that, 15 anticipate a few of these draft plans in the coming
16 there is nothing nonroutine to report for the period. 16 weeks and are ready to review them upon receipt.
17 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you, 17 May | answer any questions?
18 Mr. Voltz. And thank you for the added emphasis in the | 18 CHAIR BECKETT: Council members?
19 improvements that have been made or are in motion. So | 19 MR. RYBARIK: None here.
20 | know that was of concern as flagged by the staff. | 20 CHAIR BECKETT: Seeing no hands. We
21 appreciate the shared effort there to get that up to 21 will move on to the Cascade Renewable Transmission
22 standard. 22 Project, and Maria Belkina will provide the update.
23 So were there other comments from Council? 23 MS. BELKINA: Thank you, Chair
24 MR. RYBARIK: Real quick, Mr. Chair. 24 Beckett and Council members. For the record, my name
25 And, Jon, thanks for the updates. | think I've asked 25 is Maria Belkina, siting specialist assigned to the
253.627.6401 BA scheduling@byersanderson.com
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1 Cascade Renewable Transmission Project. 1 as well as for other members and staff can help correct

2 On May 1st, EFSEC issued a SEPA determination of | 2 anything that need be, so -- and I'll use the Cowlitz

3 significance and initiated the SEPA scoping comment 3 Tribe as an example and map it to the larger current

4 period for the project. The scoping comment period is 4 process.

5 currently open through June 1st. Scoping materials, 5 So Cowlitz asked for consultation with the EFSEC

6 notices, and supporting documents have been postedto | 6 Council. We did that consultation recently as was

7 the EFSEC website. 7 noted in the public meeting yesterday, | believe, or

8 On May 19th, EFSEC received the applicant's 8 day before at latest. | received a response letter

9 responses to the first round of data requests, and 9 from the Cowlitz that | don't think had been published
10 staff are currently reviewing the submitted materials 10 vyetin terms of available to the public, but it is a

11 as part of the ongoing application review process. 11 public record and will be. And that was generally some
12 EFSEC staff have continued coordination with state |12 feedback on the consultation. And then same letter

13 and federal agencies regarding environmental review 13 also acknowledged that they would be sending in their
14 responsibilities and alignment between the SEPA and 14 SEPA scoping comments.

15 NEPA processes. Coordination is ongoing with the U.S. | 15 The reason | bring this up now is, while we will

16 Army Corps of Engineers, Oregon agencies, and other |16 continue to have in this case a SEPA scoping

17 cooperating and reviewing agencies. 17 consultation with -- or meeting with tribes in addition

18 And, finally, we have received additional Council 18 and parallel with public comment that same day,

19 appointees, so now all local jurisdictions that are 19 ultimately all those -- that input is for the public

20 going to participate along the proposed corridor are 20 record, including on their scoping comments.

21 actively responded [sic] on the Council. 21 If there are culturally sensitive information that

22 I'd be happy to answer any questions. 22 is not subject to disclosure, I'll acknowledge, you

23 CHAIR BECKETT: Council members, any |23 know, that could be the case, but generally, and |

24 questions or comments? Let me make sure we have 24 think the tribe's intent is, you know, when it comes to
25 several of our local representatives online. 25 what they think should be included in a scoping process

Page 27 Page 29

1 Yes, Commissioner Leckie. 1 under SEPA, it will be public, and it will be part of

2 MR. LECKIE: Yeah, this is Asa 2 the overall record that non-tribal members of the

3 Leckie. 3 public have access to and can comment on and will be

4 Yeah, | just had -- you know, we got notice that 4 part of the process.

5 the tribes want a government-to-government 5 So let me look to staff, or in case also Council

6 consultation. Should we consider delaying public 6 Thompson online needs to clarify anything I've shared

7 comment till after August, till having that 7 since this is my first, you know, big transmission

8 consultation, so the tribes will have time to put in 8 corridor project too, let me make sure that's correct.

9 their comments after that consultation? Thank you. 9 But | hope that helps, Council Leckie, just to make

10 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you for the 10 sure we know that, at the end of the day, you know,

11 question. | think Ami Hafkemeyer will -- 11 even if there's some separate meetings, the full record
12 MS. HAFKEMEYER: If | may. 12 is going to show, before there's ever, you know, a

13 CHAIR BECKETT: -- help answer that 13 decision, all of that will be part of the full project

14 initially. Yeah. 14 council's consideration, so...

15 MS. HAFKEMEYER: Yes. Thank you. 15 Go ahead, Council Leckie.

16 So we are scheduled to have a tribal-specific SEPA | 16 MR. LECKIE: Yeah, I just had

17 scoping meeting, closed to receive confidential or 17 another question. So not all the Cascade Renewable
18 potentially confidential information from tribes 18 Transmission Project members are involved in the tribal
19 specifically, scheduled the same day actually as the 19 consultation, then? Some of the tribal consultations
20 public SEPA scoping meeting. This additional 20 are held in different meetings? Thank you.

21 consultation will inform the overall project review and | 21 CHAIR BECKETT: So, no, thank you

22 may include some information provided during SEPA |22 for the question. It's a good one, because it's an

23 scoping but may expand beyond that. We expectthe |23 emerging evolution on the answer.

24 consultation to be part of ongoing conversations. 24 So today, under EFSLA, which creates EFSEC, the

N
[¢)

CHAIR BECKETT: And Council Leckie

25

chair is designated by law to do the consultation on
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1 behalf of the Council, and that is what the Cowlitz 1 advisory group facilitator report for Habitat-6,

2 Tribe requested. 2 project layout and design. Staff are currently

3 On June 11th of this year, the new law that then 3 reviewing the report and will provide feedback to the

4 allows the full project council to meet with the tribal 4 certificate holder in early June. Micro-siting

5 council upon request, that will be possible, so that 5 clarifications captured in this plan are within the

6 the full project council can meet with the tribal 6 terms and conditions of the current site certification

7 council in consultation and ensure, you know, if there 7 agreement.

8 are things that need to be exchanged between the full 8 Does the Council have any questions?

9 councils, including sensitive information, that that 9 CHAIR BECKETT: Council members?

10 can appropriately occur. 10 None at this time, looks like. So thank you.

11 Any of that information ultimately will be part of 11 We will move on to Hop Hill Solar, and John Barnes
12 the public record and will be part of the public 12 will provide the update.

13 decision and will be discussed in public by this full 13 MR. BARNES: Thank you, Chair

14 project council. So we now have, if you will, two 14 Beckett and Council members. This is John Barnes,

15 tools in the toolbox for consultation. 15 EFSEC staff, for the Hop Hill application.

16 The Yakama Nation has also this week asked for 16 On April 28th and 29th, EFSEC met with Ecology and
17 consultation. And they, in particular, are the 17 the applicant's consultant, ERM, or Environmental

18 Washington tribe that have long wanted only to 18 Resource Management, to conduct field verification of
19 be able -- or to at least primarily be talking with the 19 the wetlands and waters delineation reports for this

20 full EFSEC Council with the full tribal council. And 20 project and what was produced by ERM.

21 soin early July are currently the dates that are 21 We are awaiting the Ecology validation report for

22 being, you know, in flow, where that consultation would | 22 this visit. Staff are also continuing to work with the

23 occur. 23 applicant on the submission of additional application

24 And while that will be emphasized to be an 24 materials for the Hop Hill project.

25 in-person consultation in Toppenish, preferably for all | 25 Are there any questions?

Page 31 Page 33

1 or a majority of the Council, it will be a hybrid 1 CHAIR BECKETT: Council members?

2 meeting. And | know for some, that's important, 2 Hearing none.

3 because you are interested in participating, but it 3 We will move on to the Wallula Gap Solar project,

4 needs to be done virtually. 4 and John Barnes will provide that update as well.

5 So we appreciate the Yakama Nation's support of 5 MR. BARNES: Thank you, Chair

6 trying to have that hybrid ability, and that's kind of 6 Beckett and Council members. This is John Barnes,

7 the latest on that consultation in this case with the 7 EFSEC staff, for the Wallula Gap application.

8 Yakama. 8 Staff are continuing to work with the applicant,

9 So I'm happy to see if you have any other 9 OneEnergy, and the Yakama Nation Cultural Resource
10 questions, Council Leckie, from what I've just said. 10 Program staff regarding impacts identified in the TCP,

11 MR. LECKIE: No. Thank you. That 11 traditional cultural properties, study and report

12 clarifies it. 12 conducted by the Yakama Nation for this application.

13 CHAIR BECKETT: Great. 13 Staff are working with the applicant and the

14 Anything else? 14 Department of Ecology to determine if project

15 Okay. Thank you. Then we will move on to the 15 modifications are needed based on information contained
16 Horse Heaven update. Sean Greene, the EFSEC staff, | 16 in the Department of Ecology final wetlands and waters
17 will provide the update. 17 report. As a reminder, identification of potential

18 MR. GREENE: Good afternoon, Chair 18 project impacts and mitigations that can be resolved as
19 Beckett and EFSEC Council members. This is Sean 19 part of the EFSEC SEPA determination process.

20 Greene, SEPA specialist for EFSEC, reporting on behalf | 20 Are there any questions?

21 of Amy Moon. 21 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you.

22 Staff continue to work with the certificate holder 22 Council members?

23 to review mitigation plans as required under the site 23 None at this time.

24 certification agreement, or SCA. And on May 14th, 24 We will then move on to the Goldeneye battery

25 EFSEC received the draft pre-operational technical 25 storage project, and Joanne Snarski will provide that
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1 update. 1 location? Or kind of give us some context for the

2 MS. SNARSKI: Yes. Thank you again. 2 vandalism that's been identified at this location, if

3 This is Joanne Snarski, the siting specialist for the 3 you could.

4 proposed Goldeneye battery energy storage facility in 4 MR. CASEDAY: So this project's been

5 Skagit County. 5 operating since 2010, and this is the first time we've

6 Staff are continuing to assess the potential 6 ever had an incident of vandalism. So for here, it's

7 impacts from the project as required by the State 7 extremely rare.

8 Environmental Policy Act. Following coordination with 8 MR. RYBARIK: Any conte- -- are you

9 representatives from both Department of Archaeological | 9 seeing anything in other places that we should be

10 and Historic Preservation and the Governor's Office of | 10 mindful of as we think about the context in which we're
11 Indian Affairs, on May 8th we sent a letter to the 11 operating these projects, or is this -- is this unique?

12 Upper Skagit Tribe. This correspondence articulated 12 It's obviously unique for this location. | just

13 the feedback we need from them on the cultural 13 wonder if you're seeing any trends elsewhere.

14 resources survey. The tribe acknowledged the request | 14 MR. CASEDAY: | think I'd defer

15 and indicated that they will be able to respond to us 15 maybe to offline for other -- for that comment, just

16 very soon, hopefully this week. 16 considering it's not effective to this project.

17 And that's all | have. Can | answer any 17 MR. RYBARIK: Okay.

18 questions? 18 CHAIR BECKETT: All right.

19 CHAIR BECKETT: Council members. | 19 MR. RYBARIK: Fair enough.

20 think we'll wait for the answer too. So thank you for 20 CHAIR BECKETT: Anything else,

21 the update. 21 Council members?

22 And then we do have Item j, our last added project |22 Hearing none.

23 today. Again, now, this is -- as a reminder, in this 23 With that, we will move on to our final item,

24 ongoing first few months, projects that are routine, 24 which | believe is our director update from Dave

25 they're in the packets, but they're listed in the 25 Walker.

Page 35 Page 37

1 bottom of the agenda under "Note." When something 1 MR. WALKER: Thank you, Chair

2 happens after the agenda is published, we're able to 2 Beckett.

3 quickly amend and put it on the agenda for the day. We | 3 For the record, Dave Walker, interim director with

4 try to do that in advance if we know, just for just, 4 EFSEC. |do have a couple things to talk about today.

5 you know, transparency standpoint. 5 First of all, | wanted to give an update on our

6 But, with that, Jarred Caseday will provide the 6 strategic planning as an agency. If you recall last

7 update. "Caseday." Excuse me. 7 year, we began the process with our extended management

8 MR. CASEDAY. Good afternoon, Chair 8 team on identifying several areas of the agency that we

9 Beckett, EFSEC Council, and staff. This is Jarred 9 wanted to bring forward for the '26-'28 strategic plan,

10 Caseday with EDP Renewables for the Kittitas Valley 10 which predominantly focused on our strategic focus,

11 wind power project. 11 what matters not only to the agency but to our

12 Kittitas Valley had two turbines vandalized 12 customers and partners, defining our unique

13 between January 2026 and April 2026. This incident has | 13 contributions that the agency brings, and, finally,

14 been reported to the Kittitas County Sheriff's 14 what is our overall scope that we really wanted to

15 Department. Turbine G4: Damage to the door lock 15 focus on during this two-year period.

16 mechanism. Turbine G1: Unauthorized paint marks at | 16 We have draft finals right now. We have not

17 the base of the tower turbine -- excuse me -- turbine 17 finalized this as of yet. There is a little bit more

18 tower. Both turbines have been repaired. 18 work to do when it comes to designing our measures and

19 Do you have any questions? 19 metrics around how we know we're going to be successful

20 CHAIR BECKETT: Council members? 20 as an agency. The end-goal plan is to have the new

21 Council Rybarik. 21 strategic plan stood up and operational July 1st of

22 MR. RYBARIK: And just one question. 22 this year. So we have a little bit more work to do on

23 Obviously operate other projects across probably many |23 that front with the metrics, but we are very, very

24 geographies. | just wonder if this is a trend you're 24 close at this point.

25 seeing elsewhere. s this a unigue situation to this 25 We are also looking at putting our one-page
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1 strategic plan out on the Internet for those of the 1 not only helping us identify what's going to be
2 public and our partners who wish to take a look at it. 2 required for these projects moving forward, but it's
3 And | believe most likely at the next Council meeting, 3 also going to be very transparent for the project
4 we'll be ready to more openly share that with the 4 owners, themselves, to understand what are the time
5 Council once we have everything nailed down on it. 5 frames that we are looking at, what are the steps
6 So any questions on strategic planning? 6 potentially that we're going to have to go through.
7 CHAIR BECKETT: Council members? 7 There are many, many ins and outs to the siting
8 MR. WALKER: Okay. 8 process, as we all know, and it's very dependent on
9 CHAIR BECKETT: | will just say, as 9 what has occurred previously as to what are going to be
10 chair, | have been a participant in that work and 10 the next steps within the process. But that's
11 really appreciate the internal work that was, in part, 11 something that we're still striving to capture as much
12 there before | ever came to the agency. But it 12 as possible and begin to get a better handle on making
13 certainly has been a focus as intended before and 13 sure that we're openly communicating with our partners
14 during my tenure here. And it's a product | can stand |14 on what is going to be required for these projects. So
15 behind. So certainly welcome others' feedback. And it | 15 more work to come on that.
16 will -- maybe Dave spoke to this, but it's worth 16 Any questions from the Council?
17 reiterating. 17 MR. RYBARIK: Council Member
18 Ultimately the plan is reflective of lots of 18 Rybarik.
19 feedback the agency's gotten, | think, over time and 19 And, Dave, thank you. Thank you for that. I'll
20 certainly, you know, in the past year-plus in my term. 20 just add to it -- and I think this is inherent in that
21 And the plan can iterate. So, you know, as things 21 process -- that that transparency is really important
22 adapt and we learn, then so can the plan. Solwould |22 tothe members of the public who might want to engage
23 just emphasize that, as folks see -- so feedback is 23 inthat process or sort of understand the, you know,
24 welcome, but at the same time, you know, know it will |24 sort of start-to-finish process, because | think that
25 be kind of a living document where it needs to be. 25 can be really challenging if that's something you want
Page 39 Page 41
1 MR. WALKER: And thank you for 1 to engage in, or members of the local governments that
2 bringing that up, Chair Beckett. 2 want to see sort of that process spelled out.
3 One thing | would add is that we did our best at 3 That process mapping, | think, is -- it's just a
4 incorporating both partner and customer input that we 4 great exercise for everybody in that process to truly
5 have received that you were just discussing a moment 5 understand what are all the steps that go on along the
6 ago. Ongoing input, nothing that we specifically 6 way. So appreciate the work that's being done there.
7 requested. But nonetheless, they were all focal points 7 MR. WALKER: Absolutely. Well, |
8 as we move through putting this plan together. So | 8 can speak for myself. | had a couple of "aha" moments
9 think we have a very comprehensive plan in moving 9 as we were moving through the process, so it was
10 forward once we get it finalized, so... 10 beneficial. Absolutely.
11 The next piece that | wanted to speak to was -- 11 The final piece, | just wanted to give a quick
12 and this actually is a -- an element of our strategic 12 update on the executive director recruitment.
13 plan. We've identified that there are several internal 13 We completed first-round interviews last week.
14 processes to the agency that we need to start doing 14 Tomorrow we are going to be meeting with all four of
15 process mapping around. And we've actually begun those | 15 the candidates that had initially gone through the
16 efforts here a month or two ago with certain processes 16 first round of four second-round interviews.
17 within the agency that we felt needed to be brought out 17 From there, we will be making determinations for
18 immediately. 18 potential third round, which I think is going to happen
19 But there are some larger conversations and larger 19 atthat point. That's generally when the final
20 efforts going on around mapping the siting process as 20 candidate or candidates have an opportunity to meet
21 an example. And we used one of our newest projects, 21 with agency staff. Questions can be asked of them both
22 Gray Bobcat, as an example of that as to how we believe |22 ways.
23 it's going to fall out. 23 At this point, I'm anticipating having a new
24 We're going to continue to grow these mapping 24 executive director on board no later than July 1st.
25 processes, but we see them as being very beneficial and | 25 And that would be physically on-site. Of course, those
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1 time frames can change, dependent on what occurs 1 members.

2 between now and then, but at least that is our goal in 2 And we started a practice in December that -- with

3 moving forward. So -- and that's all | have. 3 a couple new Council members. We'll have to catch the

4 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you. So thank 4 new Commerce person up too. We had an outside

5 you for all that. Let me make a couple, two segments 5 presentation in this case from Fish and Wildlife, who

6 of comments. 6 had been bringing forward for some time an important

7 On the process improvement mapping and just other | 7 body of work around shrub-steppe and new guidelines and

8 aspects of that, | just want to thank the staff, 8 a process through that.

9 especially the team that has been most, you know, 9 And while | think there was an intent to do -- to

10 directly attached to that work here in the near term, 10 repeat that with other change, including all the lists

11 knowing it has touched others, I'm sure, already beyond | 11 we just ran through, we just haven't been doing that.

12 it 12 So I don't think we lack for topics. And some of those

13 But it's added work on certain levels, and | want 13 could be more specific to our work on whether that's

14 to acknowledge that. Butto the degree we can embed it | 14 battery storage safety, as an example; shrub-steppe

15 with what was existing work anyway that we're doing, 15 we've done.

16 you know, | hope that helps, and where -- how we best | 16 | would note the -- rolled out this past week by

17 work together to manage all those different competing 17 the director of Ecology and the governor, the

18 priorities and demands, | want to acknowledge that. 18 Washington's Water Future initiative. And clearly

19 Andit's -- as I've said privately but | want to say it 19 that's a big issue, and it's clearly always been an

20 publicly, that's always an important open conversation 20 issue in energy projects, but it's going to be on

21 to stay close with, because we're going to do better 21 display as more of a primary consideration probably

22 work for it. 22 than it was in years past.

23 And the answers lurk in unusual places -- I'll 23 There are others that go into, you know, larger

24 just say that -- on how the process works; how does it 24 energy, how much do we need and when and where and
25 work, you know, better, differently, faster. Sometimes 25 those things. | want to acknowledge at the Department
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1 it needs more time. So, you know, there are all those 1 of Commerce and the UTC, who do joint work on some of

2 range of dynamics that we have to balance as an agency, | 2 those topics, we may not be repeating it always, but at

3 whether it's the Council or the staff. So want to hold 3 the same time, if any of you find benefit in -- as a

4 that up and celebrate it and say thank you. 4 Council, as the EFSEC Council, hearing of that, and if

5 On the interviews -- and sorry. Maybe you said 5 you can hear it one more time for some of you, like

6 this, Dave. But I did want to acknowledge to the 6 Chair Rybarik of the UTC, then I'd kind of, you know,

7 Council as well, also thanking Council Pamplin, who had | 7 defer to you.

8 volunteered, if there was a role, you know, to 8 | would also note and thank Council Osborne for

9 participate in some of the interviews. And so he will 9 flagging it in our call last week, which is the

10 join us tomorrow as part of the interview panel. And 10 Northwest Power Planning Council will be releasing

11 just wanted to say thank you and acknowledge that for 11 their Ninth Power Plan draft in July. And there is

12 our fellow Council members as well. And thanks for 12 definitely relevance on what's going on in that to

13 volunteering earlier on. 13 everything | just listed.

14 MR. PAMPLIN: You bet. 14 So I'll stop there, other than | should have

15 CHAIR BECKETT: Were there other 15 noted -- and | don't know how to, you know, kind of

16 comments to Dave's, Council members? 16 work through this, but affordability is on display more

17 MR. RYBARIK: Thank you. 17 than ever, but including in the EFSEC statute, called

18 CHAIR BECKETT: Okay. Then we will 18 at a reasonable cost. And | don't know how to use that

19 move on to the item | referenced very at a high level 19 or qualify it or quantify it, but it would seem

20 atthe beginning. And so this is just a quick 20 relevant in amidst all the other considerations that we

21 discussion more -- once | kind of set the table for the 21 have.

22 permanent Council members to weigh in, if other project | 22 So with that, let me turn this to my fellow

23 council who are here had any comments, | certainly, you | 23 Council members, and just whatever you care to share.

24 know, would add those in, but want to acknowledge this | 24 And this would be intended, is it 30 minutes at the end

25 is probably more focused on the permanent Council 25 of a meeting that's already not going three hours
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1 because it's, like today, it's 2:19, and if we went to 1 It wasn't that much work for our staff to bring

2 3:00, what would we do with that 41 minutes? So | want| 2 forward the -- a presentation on the update of the wind

3 to also acknowledge that you all have day jobs in 3 and solar guidelines, for instance, in December. So

4 addition to your service here on the EFSEC Council, 4 hopefully we can replicate that.

5 unlike me. So | would defer to, you know, just how do 5 In terms of potential topics, | really like the

6 you all want to balance that. 6 idea of receiving an update on the energy kind of

7 And | don't think that this always requires all of 7 demand forecast, what's the current utilization, what's

8 you to be here. Not that that should be exclusionary. 8 our state's progress relative towards deriving energy

9 I think we'll do better work if we can have most of us 9 from clean energy sources, and another potential

10 here. Butit can be at the tail end where we've 10 topic -- and this is -- don't know. | haven't visited

11 already got a meeting running. For those who wantto |11 with Ecology on this, but what's the status of their

12 participate from the public, it's not much of a added 12 new clean energy permitting pathway, and is that ready
13 resource use to keep going another 40 minutes. And | | 13 for a briefing in front of this body? Thank you.

14 want to try and keep this light on the staff as far as 14 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you.

15 who's presenting and things like that, so -- and | 15 Council Nelson.

16 thought shrub-steppe was a good example of how to 16 MR. NELSON: Thank you, Chair

17 balance all those different realities. 17 Beckett. Council Nelson here. | was just taking notes
18 So, with that, finally, back to the Council. 18 from what Council Pamplin was saying. That was great.
19 Council Dean. 19 I'm also a proponent of this idea. (Videoconference

20 MS. DEAN: Thank you, Chair Beckett. 20 technical difficulties.)

21 1 would just like to say that | would really support 21 CHAIR BECKETT: And, Council, you

22 that. And as the newest Council member, I'm probably |22 have frozen, | believe, just to let you know. You may
23 still coming up to speed more than the rest of you. 23 wantto --

24 But |, for example, found it really helpful to go to 24 MR. NELSON: Oh, no.

25 the meeting that the UTC hosted with BPA. And | just |25 CHAIR BECKETT: -- rewind just
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1 think context is really important in these really 1 briefly.

2 complex situations, and | benefit a lot from the 2 MR. NELSON: Can you hear me now?

3 opportunity to learn more than can be included in our 3 CHAIR BECKETT: We can.

4 packet of course. So | support that as the agenda 4 MR. NELSON: Okay. Great. I'l

5 allows. 5 just turn my camera off.

6 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you, Council 6 | was just saying I'm a proponent of the idea as

7 Dean. 7 well. Andin my day job, | oversee a product

8 Let me turn to Council Pamplin and then to Council 8 stewardship unit. And we have take-back programs where

9 Nelson, who | noted had his hand up a moment ago. 9 producers pay for the recycling or disposal of products

10 Council Pamplin. 10 in this state, such as solar panels and soon

11 MR. PAMPLIN: Great. Thank you, 11 medium-format batteries, perhaps eventually

12 Mr. Chair. Yes, I'm a proponent of this idea. | 12 large-format batteries. So at the very least, although

13 appreciate you bringing this forward again. You know, 13 the program's been deferred for a couple years, | would
14 | see in EFSEC statutes also part of the mission is a 14 love one of my staff to come present on that solar

15 convener of these conversations, and so there is an 15 panel take-back program to the -- to the Council.

16 obligation in front of the agency to do that. And this 16 Because ultimately producers will be paying for those

17 proposal, | think, helps meet that need. 17 costs eventually in this state. So "yes" for the idea,

18 In terms of the, you know, the suggestions about, 18 and products as well as eco --

19 vyes, if you have -- if we have a very busy, 19 CHAIR BECKETT: Appreciate that.

20 action-oriented agenda, maybe we postpone that briefing | 20 And certainly as small-scale solar continues to

21 to later. I'm hoping that a lot of the types of 21 deploy, and as various panels cycle out, that will be,

22 briefings that we would be asking likely other agencies 22 you know, more of a retail residential version in

23 to bring forward is something that they've already 23 addition to the commercial. So appreciate that.

24 prepared. And so it's hopefully not an extra, you 24 Council Rybarik.

25 know, significant workload. 25 MR. RYBARIK: Thank you,
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1 Mr. Chairman. I'll just add to the support for this -- 1 STATE OF WASHINGTON ) I, John MS. Botelho, CCR RPR
2 for this concept. | don't have a list of ideas as 2 County of Pierce ; 5s ?nchL' fslt Z?ecgfr:,ﬁ;ﬁfggi E; do
3 Council Member Pamplin very nicely brought to the hereby certify:
4 table, but I'l think on that. j
5 But this is -- an important piece is, as | think That the foregoi ng nonthly neeting of the Washington
6 both you and Council Member Dean noted, that we are at 5 State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council was conducted
7 the UTC trying o engage in this kind o "the more you 1", PrESFTce o S0 ouTied on W 20 209 o (el
8 know" campaign. But ultimately -- right? -- the full, true and conplete transcript of the said meeting,
9 decisions we have to make here at the EFSEC, the 7 transcribed to the best of ny ability;

L. 8 That | amnot a relative, enployee, attorney or counsel
10 decisions we make at the UTC are based on a record of a of any party to this matter or relative or enployee of any
11 case before us. 9 such attorney or counsel and that | amnot financially
12 So often we're kind of learning that in real time, 10 interested in the said matter or the outcone thereof;
13 which is really important, but | think this is an IN WTNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto set ny hand
14 opportunity for us to get educated so we can ask even E this 4th day of June, 2026.
15 better questions in those processes and have that 13
16 process be more efficient and more effective for -- for 14
17 the people who are participating in it. 15 75/ John M S. Botelho, OCR RPR
18 So | think this is -- this is great. It's going 16 Certified Court Reporter No. 2976
19 to be incumbent on us to continue to think of good b (Certification expires 5/26/2027.)
20 ideas to bring to that table and make sure we have the 18
21 time for it, but | think this is part and parcel of the 19
22 continued development and the convening work that we do 3(1)
23 here at EFSEC and ultimately getting us to make better 22
24 decisions, and that's a really good goal. So gj
25 appreciate the thinking on this and big support. Thank 25

Page 51
1 you.
2 CHAIR BECKETT: Thank you.
3 Any other Council comments?
4 Don't see any.
5 Okay. And, actually, since the -- Council Dean
6 brought up the meeting with Bonneville, and I'll -- on
7 behalf of the UTC, let me just say thank you, because
8 that included EFSEC and Commerce and Ecology, both
9 Director Sixkiller and myself, and others. And then as
10 it turned out, new EFSEC Council Member Dean was able
11 to join us despite a very short notice. So appreciate
12 your extra effort to join that day, and | think more of
13 thatis important too --
14 MR. RYBARIK: Yeah.
15 CHAIR BECKETT: -- and how we
16 leverage many of these forums in that way.
17 Okay. Well, then that actually concludes our
18 meeting today.
19 Any last comments from Council or staff?
20 Then | will adjourn us at 2:26 p.m. Thank you,
21 all, very much for your time and participation.
22 (Meeting adjourned at
23 2:26 p.m.)
24
25
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Facility Name: Columbia Generating Station and Washington Nuclear Project 1 and 4 (WNP-1/4)
Operator: Energy Northwest

Report Date: June 8, 2026

Reporting Period: May 2026

Site Contact: Kelly Elsethagen

Facility SCA Status: Operational

CGS Net Electrical Generation for May 2026: 807,828.24 Mega Watt-Hours.

The following information must be reported to the Council if applicable to the facility:

Environmental Compliance:

Update to August 15, 2025, Oil Loss Event:

Energy Northwest recently submitted a follow-up report on the TO-HX-2D heat exchanger oil loss event originally
reported to EFSEC on August 15, 2025, in accordance with the Columbia Generating Station National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System Permit. A summary of the event is provided below.

On August 15, 2025, Columbia Generating Station immediately secured Circulating Water blowdown to the Columbia
River after observing a potential sheen in one of the cooling towers and promptly notified the Washington State
Department of Ecology (Ecology), EFSEC, and the National Response Center. GrayMar Environmental, a contractor
specializing in emergency spill response, mobilized that evening to support inspections along with Ecology’s Spill
Program.

Inspections by Energy Northwest, GrayMar, and Ecology found no visible sheen in the Columbia River, the Circulating
Water cooling towers, or the Circulating Water basin. GrayMar personnel assessed that the apparent “sheen” was most
likely biological growth rather than oil. Water samples collected from several locations showed fats, oil, and grease
concentrations below the laboratory detection limit of 5 milligrams per liter (5 mg/L). A leaking heat exchanger (TO-HX-
2D) was removed from service on August 17, 2025. After confirming water quality and the absence of sheen, Circulating
Water blowdown was restored on August 18, 2025.

An engineering evaluation, independently reviewed by MPR Associates, determined that approximately 380-463 gallons
of non-hazardous oil were released between May 31 and August 17, 2025. The heat exchanger failure allowed oil to
migrate into the Plant Service Water system and discharge through the Circulating Water system to the Columbia River
via Outfall 001. Throughout the event, both laboratory-verified and calculated oil concentrations in Circulating Water
remained below the laboratory detection limit. The failed heat exchanger has been removed from service and will be
inspected during the next refueling and maintenance outage in spring 2027 to confirm the root cause and define
additional corrective actions.

Energy Northwest has since strengthened spill-prevention awareness, enhanced monitoring and trend analysis, and
increased inspection frequency to ensure early detection and prevention of similar mechanical failures. All available data
indicate that the discharge remained below detection limits, and Energy Northwest has put in place corrective and
preventive actions to avoid recurrence.

February 15, 2026, Oil Loss Event:

On February 15, 2026, during startup following a manual plant shutdown, an unexpected oil-water mixture was
observed while venting the Plant Service Water side of turbine oil heat exchanger TO-HX-2A. Upon discovery, TO-HX-2A
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was promptly removed from service and backup heat exchanger TO-HX-2B was placed in service to prevent further
potential oil leakage.

The observation indicated a potential intrusion of Reactor Feedwater Turbine Alpha turbine oil into the Plant Service
Water system, with migration into the Circulating Water system and potentially, the Columbia River via Outfall 001. The
maximum estimated release is 5.79 gallons of non-hazardous oil. Circulating Water samples taken on February 21 and
23, 2026, were analyzed for fats, oil, and grease, and were below detection limits.

Energy Northwest promptly began an investigation to confirm the source of the observed oil; but the required detailed
engineering review and system inspections resulted in a protracted timeline to agency notification. Energy Northwest
completed telephone notifications to Ecology, EFSEC, and the National Response Center on May 27, 2026, and
submitted a written report to EFSEC the same day.

Strengthened environmental protections implemented after the August 15, 2025, oil loss event — including enhanced
spill-prevention awareness and improved monitoring for early detection of oil-in-water conditions — enabled faster
recognition, quicker isolation, and a coordinated response that reduced the potential severity of the event. As with TO-
HX-2D, TO-HX-2A will be inspected during the upcoming refueling and maintenance outage in spring 2027 to confirm
whether a leak was present and determine any additional corrective or preventive actions.

Safety Compliance
No update.

Current or Upcoming Projects
No update.

Other
No update.
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EFSEC Monthly Council Meeting — Facility Update Format

Facility Name: Columbia Solar Projects (Penstemon, Camas and Urtica)
Operator: ACT Power Services (Formerly Tuusso Energy, LLC)

Report Date: June 4, 2026

Reporting Period: 31 Days, Ending May 31, 2026

Site Contact: James Lara (James.Lara@altuspower.com)

Facility SCA Status: Operation

Construction Status
e Penstemon
o Currently operational
o Total Generation during the month was 1,480 Megawatt hours

e (Camas
o Currently operational
o Total Generation during the month was 1,393 Megawatt hours

e Urtica
o Currently operational
o Total Generation during the month was 1,426 Megawatt hours
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EFSEC Monthly Council Meeting — Facility Update

Facility Name: Ostrea Solar

Operator: Cypress Creek Renewables
Report Date: 6/5/2026

Reporting Period: 5/1/2026-5/31/2026
Site Contact: Fred Hageman

Facility SCA Status: Construction

Construction Status (only applicable for projects under construction)

e Aerial and field infrared scanning completed

e Availability and capacity testing successfully completed

e O&M facility setup nearing completion, pending only water and septic connections
e Demobilization of construction equipment ongoing

e Remediation of BMP findings

Operations & Maintenance (only applicable for operating facilities)

e Not yet operational.

The following information must be reported to the Council if applicable to the facility:

Environmental Compliance
-Permit status if any changes.
e N/A
-Update on progress or completion of any mitigation measures identified.
e BMP maintenance ongoing
-Any EFSEC-related inspections that occurred.
e Site inspection performed on 5/21
-Any EFSEC-related complaints or violations that occurred.
e Sediment accumulation observed in various rock check dams
e Straw mats lifted or missing in Basin BA-8
Silt fence collapse in 1 location on site
General housekeeping needed in laydown yards
-Brief list of reports submitted to EFSEC during the monthly reporting period.
* None
Safety Compliance
e Nothing to report in the month of May.
Current or Upcoming Projects
-Planned site improvements

e Current:
o O&M shop water and sewage connections
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o De-mobilization of construction equipment and material
o lIssuance of vegetative stabilization memo
o Investigation of thermal event

e Upcoming Projects
o Installation of final BMPs
o Remote functional test of SCADA system
o Verification of equipment functionality

-Upcoming permit renewals.
® None.
-Additional mitigation improvements or milestones.
e \egetative survey performed indicating 90% stabilization achieved
e Active BMP monitoring and remediation ongoing
e Final BMP installation
Other
-Current events of note.
e Thermal event

o 0n5/28/26, a brushfire occurred within the arrays around 2:30pm. Only 1 project
representative was present at the time. Once the employee confirmed the presence of the fire,
emergency services were contacted and he relocated to a safe distance.

o Emergency services arrived around 3:15pm and the fire was fully extinguished by 5:40pm. No
injuries occurred.

o The investigation is ongoing, but the initial findings indicate that a tracker assembly was not
fully connected to the supporting pile and became dislodged. The dislodged equipment pinched
a portion of DC cable, exposing the conductor. It is believed that a spark from the exposed
conductor fell into the brush below and started the fire.

o The thermal event impacted portions of 6 blocks of the facility, but very little damage to
equipment was visible. The impacted portions have been powered down and remain offline
while the investigation continues.

o Every component of the impacted portions of the project will be re-tested and re-
commissioned. The remainder of the facility will have a 100% visual inspection of the tracker
components to ensure that this issue does not exist elsewhere in the project.

-Personnel changes as they may relate to EFSEC facility contacts:

e QOperational contact, Jennifer Hyre will begin transitioning into support role
-Public outreach of interest

e None.
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General Description:

Badger Mountain Solar Project

The project is a proposed 200-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic generation

Location:

Applicant:

Milestone Dates:

facility with an optional 200-MW battery energy storage system. The solar
array area is approximately 2,274 acres and would include a gen-tie corridor.

Douglas County, approximately 3.5 miles east of East Wenatchee, WA
Aurora Solar, LLC.

* September 2021 Application received by EFSEC.

e November 17, 2021 Informational public meeting and Land Use
Consistency Hearing.

e March 13,2022 Land Use Inconsistency Determination.

e March 14, 2022 SEPA Determination of Significance.

e June 2024 Applicant requested all work to pause until further notice.

e Remaining application work includes: Cultural Resource Survey and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS).

e April 16, 2025, Extension request granted.

e August 20, 2025 approved a 12-extension to place the application on
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Goldeneye Battery Storage Project

General Description: A 200- megawatt (MW)/800-megawatt hour (MWh) battery energy storage
system (BESS) project. The Project will not generate electricity but instead
provide a bufer for Skagit County’s (County) electrical grid. The Project will
accomplish this by receiving energy (charging) from the Puget Sound Energy
(PSE) electric transmission system, storing energy on site, and then later
delivering energy (discharging) back to the point of interconnection Project
area: approximately 16 acres, privately owned land.

Location: Unincorporated Skagit County, Washington.
Applicant: Goldeneye Battery Storage, LLC.
Milestone Dates: e June 27,2024, Original ASC Submitted
e August 13,2024, Public Information Meeting and Land Use Consistency
Hearing.
e February 19, 2025, Council approved Order 898 for project’s Land Use
Consistency
Status: Location Map:
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Chehalis Generation Facility
Ac | FI ORP 1813 Bishop Road
Chehalis, Washington 98532

EFSEC Monthly Council Meeting — Facility Update

Facility Name: Chehalis Generation Facility
Operator: PacifiCorp

Report Date: June 1, 2026

Reporting Period: May 2026

Site Contact: Jeremy Smith, Operations Manager
Facility SCA Status: Operational

Operations & Maintenance
-Relevant energy generation information, such as wind speed, number of windy or sunny days, gas line supply
updates, etc.

e 198,342 net MWhrs generated in the reporting period for a capacity factor of 54.30%

The following information must be reported to the Council if applicable to the facility:

Environmental Compliance
-Monthly Water Usage: 2,481,864 gallons

e No changes
-Monthly Wastewater Returned: 1,013,757 gallons

-Permit status if any changes.

e No changes.
-Update on progress or completion of any mitigation measures identified.

e Nothing to report
-Any EFSEC-related inspections that occurred.

e Nothing to report.
-Any EFSEC-related complaints or violations that occurred.

e Nothing to report
-Brief list of reports submitted to EFSEC during the monthly reporting period.

e Nothing to report

Safety Compliance
-Safety training or improvements that relate to SCA conditions.
e Zero injuries this reporting period for a total of 3,957 days without a Lost Time Accident.
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Chehalis Generation Facility
Ac | FI ORP 1813 Bishop Road
Chehalis, Washington 98532

Current or Upcoming Projects
-Planned site improvements.

e No planned changes.
-Upcoming permit renewals.

e Nothing to report.
-Additional mitigation improvements or milestones.

e Nothing to report.

Other
-Current events of note (e.g., Covid response updates, seasonal concerns due to inclement weather, etc.).

e Nothing to report.
-Personnel changes as they may relate to EFSEC facility contacts (e.g., introducing a new staff member who

may provide facility updates to the Council).

e Nothing to report.
-Public outreach of interest (e.g., schools, public, facility outreach).

e Nothing to report.

Respectfully,

o

Jeremy Smith
Gas Plant Operations Manager
Chehalis Generation Facility
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EFSEC Monthly Council Meeting — Facility Update Format

Facility Name: Goose Prairie Solar

Operator: Brookfield Power US Asset Management
Report Date: 6/3/2026

Reporting Period: 5/1/2026 to 5/31/2026

Asset Manager: Nelson Jia

Facility SCA Status: Operational

Operations & Maintenance
e Total generation for the month of May-2026 was approximately 24,076 MWh

Goose BESS Construction

e Preparing hydroseeding for June
e |Implemented additional SWPPP BMP’s such as straw matting and silt fencing

The following information must be reported to the Council if applicable to the facility:

Environmental Compliance
Permit status if any changes.
e None

Update on progress or completion of any mitigation measures identified.
e No Discharge on the site reported

Any EFSEC-related inspections that occurred.
e Construction & SWPPP inspections

Any EFSEC-related complaints or violations that occurred.
e None

Brief list of reports submitted to EFSEC during the monthly reporting period.
e None

Safety Compliance
e There were no non-routine events to report during this period.

Current or Upcoming Projects
e None

Other
Current events of note (e.g., Covid response updates, seasonal concerns due to inclement weather, etc.).
e None
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Personnel changes as they may relate to EFSEC facility contacts (e.g., introducing a new staff member who
may provide facility updates to the Council).
e None

Public outreach of interest (e.g., schools, public, facility outreach).
e None

EFSEC Council Update Format



Invenergy GRAYS HARBOR ENERGY LLC

EFSEC Monthly Council Meeting — Facility Update

Facility Name: Grays Harbor Energy Center
Operator: Grays Harbor Energy LLC

Report Date: June 17, 2026

Reporting Period: May 2026

Site Contact: Eric Pace

Facility SCA Status: Operational

Operations & Maintenance
-GHEC generated 2,401 MWh during the month and 8,812 MWh YTD.

The following information must be reported to the Council if applicable to the facility:

Environmental Compliance

-There weren’t any outfall or stormwater deviations during the month.

-Routine monthly, quarterly, and annual reporting submissions to EFSEC Staff.
o Monthly Discharge Monitoring Report (DMR).

Safety Compliance
- None.

Current or Upcoming Projects
-None.

Other
-None.

GHEC - 401 Keys Road, ElIma, WA 98541 « 360.482.4353



EFSEC Monthly Council Meeting — Facility Update Format

Facility Name: Kittitas Valley Wind Power Project
Operator: EDP Renewables

Report Date: June 8, 2026

Reporting Period: May 2026

Site Contact: Jarred Caseday, Operations Manager
Facility SCA Status: Operational

Operations & Maintenance (only applicable for operating facilities)
- Power generated: 37,771 MWH.
- Wind speed: 9.21 m/s.
- Capacity Factor: 50.37 %.

Environmental Compliance
- Noincidents

Safety Compliance
- Nothing to report

Current or Upcoming Projects
- Nothing to report

Other
- No sound complaints
- No shadow flicker complaints



EFSEC Monthly Council Meeting — Facility Update

Facility Name: Wild Horse Wind Facility

Operator: Puget Sound Energy
Report Date: June 9, 2026
Report Period: May 2026

Site Contact: Jennifer Galbraith
SCA Status: Operational

Operations & Maintenance
May generation totaled 46,545 MWh for an average capacity factor of 22.95%.

Environmental Compliance
Nothing to report.

Safety Compliance
Nothing to report.

Current or Upcoming Projects
Nothing to report.

Other
Nothing to report.
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