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May 27, 2026

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

Dave Walker, Interim EFSEC Executive Director
621 Woodland Square Loop SE

Lacey, WA 98504

RE: Cascade Renewable Transmission Project Agency Docket Number EF-23002
Dear Interim Executive Director Walker,

On behalf of the Washington State Building and Construction Trades Council, [ am writing to express my
strong support for the Cascade Renewable Transmission Line Project (CRT), and its application under the
State Environmental Policy Act.

The Washington State Building and Construction Trades Council represents approximately 80,000 skilled
construction workers through 48 affiliated building and construction trades unions. The CRT project, under
a Project Labor Agreement (PLA), will bring substantial workforce and economic benefits to the region
through the creation of hundreds of skilled construction and long-term operational jobs. Our highly skilled
workers in the region are prepared to support all phases of the CRT project. With the PLA commitment, the
CRT project will also ensure livable wages, equal opportunity hiring, and the necessary O]JT hours
apprentices need to advance their careers and build the next generation of skilled workers.

Washington and Oregon have both adopted ambitious clean energy goals that will require major investments
in modern, reliable transmission infrastructure. Projects like CRT are essential to strengthening grid
reliability and meeting growing energy demands along the I-5 corridor, ultimately delivering more than
1,000 megawatts of electricity—enough to serve approximately 800,000 homes.

The CRT project has also been designed with a focus on reducing impacts to sensitive environmental and
cultural resources. Project leaders have committed to working collaboratively with Tribes, local
communities, and stakeholders throughout development and construction to support responsible
stewardship of these resources.

The CRT project represents a significant opportunity to strengthen regional energy reliability, support
Washington’s clean energy transition, create family-wage jobs, and deliver long-term economic benefits for
communities in the Pacific Northwest.

We appreciate the opportunity to express our support for the CRT project and look forward to its positive
impact on our region.

Sincerely,
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Heather Kurtenbach, Executive Secretary
heather@wabuildingtrades.or
206-503-0540
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906 Columbia St SW, Suite 107 ¢ Olympia, WA 98501 ¢ Phone: 360-357-6778
www.wabuildingtrades.org
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