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May 28, 2026

Maria Belkina

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC)
Portland District

621 Woodland Square Loop SE

Lacey, WA 98504-3172

Subject: Scoping Comments for EF-23002 Cascade Renewable Transmission
Dear Maria Belkina,

Thank you for allowing the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to
participate in this initial scoping period prior to the development of the Environmental
impact Statement (EIS) Scoping for Cascade Renewable Transmission (CRT). DNR is the
proprietary manager of 2.6 million acres of state-owned aquatic lands, and the portion of
the Columbia River that is located in the state of Washington is an important part of that
portfolio.

DNR has strong concerns about this project and the potential impacts to aquatic species,
commerce, and recreational use on the Columbia River. We request that the following
questions are addressed in the environmental impact statement and review of alternative
scenarios.

What alternative upland routes are available, and what criteria are being considered when
choosing a route? For example, there is an existing utility corridor along |-84 on the Oregon
side of the Columbia River, so why wouldn’t this route be used instead of trenching a new
route through the Columbia River?

There are several Endangered Species Act (ESA) threatened and endangered species
including salmonids and other sensitive aquatic species that utilize the Columbia River
Basin as critical freshwater habitat. The cable installation will disturb several aquatic
species in the vicinity of the cable route, some of which are ESA-listed species. For
example, the installation will disturb benthic-oriented species such as Pacific and river
lamprey, sturgeon, and mussels. How will CRT minimize these unavoidable impacts? What
mitigation pathways are possible given the construction proposed?
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What is the anticipated Electromagnetic Field (EMF) offput and how will it affect the
benthic species, both short-term and long-term? What studies have been done on EMF
exposure to animals, fish and people for projects of a similar scale? How does CRT plan to
minimize and mitigate these effects?

The USACE has a federal mandate to maintain the navigational channel through dredging of
the Columbia River. Will this cable impact that work? If so, how will CRT address this issue?

The Columbia River navigational channel is maintained at a specific depth; how will the
cable impact plans to increase the depth of the navigational channel? Can this be
mitigated and, if so, how?

There are locations along the cable route where the cable cannot be buried to the
specified/required depth and CRT plans to use rock and articulated concrete “mattresses”
in the Columbia River to cover and protect the cable. The use of rock and concrete
mattresses would negatively impact the riverine substrate/benthic habitat for ESA-listed
fish and other aquatic species including lamprey. The Columbia River is critical habitat for
these species during their freshwater life stages from larvae, out-migrating juveniles, and
spawning adults. How will CRT minimize this effect? What other alternatives are CRT
considering in place of using rock and concrete slabs for cable protection?

How will CRT address the obstruction to navigation during installation, repair, and
removal?

What has Tribal consultation been thus far? Has CRT considered the effects to the Tribal
usual and accustomed fishing and harvest areas?

There are numercus clean-up sites along the Columbia River - how does CRT plan to avoid
disturbing these sites?
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DNR has also sent letters to CRT and the Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation
Council noting preliminary concerns about CRT’s proposed project on the Columbia River.
Attached are copies of those letters, dated September 9th, 2025, And November 1st, 2025.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Renelle Smith
Assistant Division Manager
Aguatic Resources Division
Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
Work Cell: 360-669-9549
renell ith@dnr.wa.gov
nr.wa.gov

Enclosures (2)
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