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To: Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 

From: Horse Heaven Wind Farm, LLC 

Date: March 5, 2026 

Subject: Tree Removal Request – Consistency With Site Certification Agreement Measure Veg-1 

  

1. OVERVIEW 

The Horse Heaven Wind Farm Site Certification Agreement (SCA) requires that construction should 
avoid removing or disturbing trees within the Project Lease Boundary. Any tree disturbance or 
removal that occurs shall be completed consistent with SCA Measure Veg-1 Tree Avoidance. The 
measure reads: 

Veg-1 Tree Avoidance: Construction shall avoid removing or disturbing trees within the Project 
Lease Boundary. Disturbance to trees includes any disturbance within the drip-line of the tree 
(i.e., the area from the edge of the outermost branches), including topping, which preserves an 
intact root system. Disturbance within the drip-line of the tree shall be avoided as this can lead to 
tree mortality. The avoidance area within the drip-line of trees in work areas shall be delineated 
using snow fencing or similar measure to improve the visibility of avoidance zones. Trees cannot 
be removed without pre-approval. Where tree disturbance cannot be avoided by the Project (e.g., 
near transmission lines), the number and location of the trees shall be provided to EFSEC, along 
with a statement justifying why avoidance cannot be achieved, and a mitigation plan. The 
mitigation plan shall include replanting trees within the Lease Boundary to maintain the diversity 
of habitat structures provided by trees and will require approval by EFSEC prior to proceeding. 

2. REQUEST FOR TREE REMOVAL 

There are three trees located just southeast of the intersection  
(Photo 1). This location will be used by the Project as the location of a substation and point of 
interconnection. The trees will need to be removed prior to construction of the substation. The 
substation cannot feasibly be sited elsewhere within the existing SCA Micrositing Corridor that would 
allow for retention of the trees without substantially more collection system ground disturbance.  

These black walnut (Juglans nigra) trees are remnants from a homestead that no longer exists. Like 
many trees in the Lease Boundary, the trees are likely reaching their end of life. One of the three trees 
was confirmed dead in 2025.   
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4. MITIGATION 

Given the proximity to , which results in occasional disturbance from vehicle use, no 
mitigation is proposed prior to tree removal. The overall Project mitigation plan will include a 
commitment to plant trees to replace those that are removed at a 1:1 ratio. The ability to plant may be 
limited due to the arid nature of the habitat on the mitigation lands. The intention is to consider 
replacing tree structure and wildlife value, rather than the species in particular. Replacement trees 
may be the same species as those removed but are not required to be. Instead, native species with a 
higher probability of survival in the eventual mitigation location will be selected. The details of tree 
replacement mitigation will be included in the revised Wildlife and Habitat Mitigation Plan, which will 
be revised prior to the start of construction.  
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Photo 2. Close up view of tree with inactive 
nest. (Fall 2025) 

Photo 3. Close up view of tree showing that 
nest is gone. (February 2026) 




