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Q4. Share any comment

To: Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) Subject: Formal Public Comment Objecting
to the SEPA FEIS Addendum Process – Hab-6 Project Layout & Design ModificationsDate: July 9, 2026 Dear
EFSEC Council Members, I am writing to express my vehement opposition to Scout Clean Energy’s
proposed Final Project Layout (Hab-6) and to strongly object to EFSEC’s intent to utilize a mere SEPA FEIS
Addendum rather than requiring a comprehensive Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS).
The scale of the modifications revealed in this final layout represents a massive, substantive deviation
from the project analyzed in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). Attempting to bypass a
rigorous SEIS process under these circumstances constitutes a severe failure of regulatory oversight and
public transparency. 1. The Procedural Failure, Prejudicial Timing, and Suppressed Records-The handling of
this public comment period points to a systematic effort to minimize public scrutiny and isolate the
community. Scout’s Hab-6 Memo to EFSEC is dated April 30, 2026, and the Project Technical Advisory
Group (PTAG) Facilitator’s Report was finalized on May 14, 2026. Yet, this final layout was withheld from
the public until late afternoon on Friday, June 26—deliberately timed to run over a major national holiday
weekend and occurring immediately after the June 11, 2026, oral arguments before the Washington State
Supreme Court. This maneuver mirrors a pattern of administrative failures plaguing this project. As
documented by Tri-Cities C.A.R.E.S., the Attorney General’s office previously failed to transmit roughly 400
public comments (nearly 950 pages of overwhelming public opposition) to the courts, forcing citizens to
file legal motions to correct the certified administrative record. EFSEC staff have already acknowledged
that this updated layout "would result in changes to the environmental analysis within the Final EIS". By
definition, changes of this magnitude—affecting an active Supreme Court appeal—demand a Supplemental
EIS, not a superficial addendum. 2. The Turbine Bait-and-Switch: Proximity to Benton County
CommunitiesThe final layout swaps out shorter options for up to 116 massive, 671-foot turbines. This
extreme scale escalation fundamentally alters the visual, ecological, and structural footprint of the project.
Most egregious is the placement of four of these 671-foot behemoths directly north of Johnson Butte.
During the entire application and EIS review process, this specific location was designated for shorter, 499-
foot turbines. Moving 671-foot giants closer to Kennewick without ever analyzing them at this location
during the formal EIS process is an unacceptable bait-and-switch that places an unfair visual and
environmental burden directly on a population of over 250,000 regional residents. As explicitly argued by
Benton County Commissioners in their judicial review petitions, EFSEC has continually failed to balance
state energy needs with the severe local impacts to community viewsheds, property values, and county
zoning autonomy. 3. Unvetted Nighttime Light Pollution: Each 671-foot turbine requires two red flashing
safety lights, doubling the requirement of the shorter 499-foot options. This means the Tri-Cities skyline
will be subjected to 232 flashing red lights all night long. Scout has provided no evidence of an approved
Aircraft Detection Lighting System (ADLS) from the FAA, and given the proximity to local airports, a radar-
activated system may not even be permitted. This severe light pollution will decimate the dark skies of the
Horse Heaven Hills, disrupt local homeowners, and negatively impact nocturnal wildlife and migratory bird
pathways. This completely undermines local legislative efforts, such as those introduced by Rep. April



Connors (R-Kennewick), which specifically sought to halt unchecked commercial light pollution in the
region. 4. New Transmission and Wildfire HazardsThe updated layout introduces extensive above-ground
high-voltage infrastructure that was previously slated to be underground. This includes a new 230 kV
transmission line and switchyard east of HW-395, and an above-ground transmission line running along the
southern project boundary to Bofer Canyon, crossing I-82 overhead at Beck Road. Stringing overhead high-
voltage lines through an active wildlife corridor and over a major interstate corridor introduces severe new
avian collision hazards and significant wildfire ignition risks. These risks have been soundly condemned by
local fire districts and regional conservation groups like the Columbia Basin Audubon Society, yet they
have not been subjected to a rigorous environmental or safety review under this current addendum. 5.
Compounding Ecological and Cultural Lifecycle ConcernsThese new modifications exacerbate the core
flaws of the Horse Heaven Project that have been consistently brought before this council:Irreparable
Cultural and Ecological Destruction: The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation have
repeatedly asserted in their Supreme Court briefs that the project directly threatens irreplaceable
Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs), sacred landscapes, and historic tribal interests.Threats to Vulnerable
Species: The shifting corridors continue to endanger the fragile Shrub-Steppe ecosystem and the wildlife
that depends on it, including nesting sites of the state-endangered Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis),
Sandhill Cranes, and Prairie Falcons. Redacting maps and altering corridors under the guise of micrositing
prevents true public oversight. The Myth of "Green" Lifecycle Carbon: Erecting 116 taller turbines demands
hundreds of additional tons of steel, concrete, fiberglass, and copper—significantly increasing the
embodied carbon footprint of construction. Furthermore, Scout has failed to present a definitive
reclamation plan for decommissioning these massive 671-foot fiberglass blades, ensuring that thousands
of tons of unrecyclable material will ultimately burden local landfills. ConclusionThe Horse Heaven Hills are
an invaluable ecological, cultural, and climate asset that should not be sacrificed for corporate
convenience. Scout Clean Energy has substantially altered its project parameters behind closed doors and
attempted to slip them past the public via an Addendum. I urge EFSEC to reject this Addendum, demand a
full and rigorous Supplemental EIS, and protect the Tri-Cities community from this irresponsible
development. Sincerely, Christy Hembree Richland, WA Bibliography & Supporting Legal Record:
1.Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC). (June 26, 2026). Memorandum: SEPA
Lead Agency Environmental Assessment of Updated Hab-6 Project Layout for the Horse Heaven Wind Farm
Project. EFSEC Staff Report. 2. Tri-Cities C.A.R.E.S. v. Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council.
(Briefs filed Feb 20, 2026). Supplemental Petition for Judicial Review, Washington State Supreme Court.
(Detailing the suppression of 950 pages of public comments from the certified administrative record). 3.
Benton County v. EFSEC & Scout Clean Energy. (Oral Arguments heard June 11, 2026). Opening Brief of
Petitioner Benton County, Washington State Supreme Court. (Addressing localized community viewshed
degradation, wildlife mitigations, and the delegation of micro-siting to closed-door PTAG advisory groups).
4. Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation v. EFSEC. (June 2026). Petitioner's Judicial Review
Brief, Washington State Supreme Court. (Documenting irreversible impacts to Traditional Cultural
Properties, tribal hunting/gathering heritage, and sacred landscapes). 5. Washington State Legislature.
(2023-2024). House Bill 1173: Reducing Light Pollution from Wind Energy Facilities. Introduced by Rep.
April Connors (R-Kennewick). 6. Benton County, Tri-Cities C.A.R.E.S., and Confederated Tribes and Bands of
the Yakama Nation v. Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) and Scout Clean
Energy, LLC. Consolidated Case heard before the Washington State Supreme Court. (Oral Arguments
conducted June 11, 2026). Description: This supreme court appeal challenges the legality of the Site
Certification Agreement for the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center. The petitioners argue that EFSEC and
the Governor committed substantial procedural errors, completely failed to balance regional environmental
destruction against statewide energy goals under RCW 80.50, and unconstitutionally stripped localized
viewshed, wildlife, and Growth Management Act (GMA) agricultural protections following the Governor's
unprecedented policy demands. This pending case directly dictates whether the project layout can legally
proceed.
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To: Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) 

Subject: Formal Public Comment Objecting to the SEPA FEIS Addendum Process – Hab-6 Project Layout 
& Design Modifications 

Date: July 9, 2026 

From: Christy Hembree, Richland, WA 

Dear EFSEC Council Members, 

I am writing to express my vehement opposition to Scout Clean Energy’s proposed Final Project Layout 
(Hab-6) and to strongly object to EFSEC’s intent to utilize a mere SEPA FEIS Addendum rather than 
requiring a comprehensive Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS). The scale of the 
modifications revealed in this final layout represents a massive, substantive deviation from the project 
analyzed in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). Attempting to bypass a rigorous SEIS 
process under these circumstances constitutes a severe failure of regulatory oversight and public 
transparency.  
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1. The Procedural Failure, Prejudicial Timing, and Suppressed Records 

The handling of this public comment period points to a systematic effort to minimize public scrutiny and 
isolate the community. Scout’s Hab-6 Memo to EFSEC is dated April 30, 2026, and the Project Technical 
Advisory Group (PTAG) Facilitator’s Report was finalized on May 14, 2026. Yet, this final layout was 
withheld from the public until late afternoon on Friday, June 26—deliberately timed to run over a major 
national holiday weekend and occurring immediately after the June 11, 2026, oral arguments before the 
Washington State Supreme Court.  
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This maneuver mirrors a pattern of administrative failures plaguing this project. As documented by Tri-
Cities C.A.R.E.S., the Attorney General’s office previously failed to transmit roughly 400 public 
comments (nearly 950 pages of overwhelming public opposition) to the courts, forcing citizens to file legal 
motions to correct the certified administrative record. EFSEC staff have already acknowledged that this 
updated layout "would result in changes to the environmental analysis within the Final EIS". By definition, 
changes of this magnitude—affecting an active Supreme Court appeal—demand a Supplemental EIS, not a 
superficial addendum.  
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2. The Turbine Bait-and-Switch: Proximity to Benton County 
Communities 

The final layout swaps out shorter options for up to 116 massive, 671-foot turbines. This extreme scale 
escalation fundamentally alters the visual, ecological, and structural footprint of the project.  
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Most egregious is the placement of four of these 671-foot behemoths directly north of Johnson Butte. 
During the entire application and EIS review process, this specific location was designated for shorter, 499-



foot turbines. Moving 671-foot giants closer to Kennewick without ever analyzing them at this location 
during the formal EIS process is an unacceptable bait-and-switch that places an unfair visual and 
environmental burden directly on a population of over 250,000 regional residents. As explicitly argued by 
Benton County Commissioners in their judicial review petitions, EFSEC has continually failed to balance 
state energy needs with the severe local impacts to community viewsheds, property values, and county 
zoning autonomy.  
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3. Unvetted Nighttime Light Pollution 

Each 671-foot turbine requires two red flashing safety lights, doubling the requirement of the shorter 499-
foot options. This means the Tri-Cities skyline will be subjected to 232 flashing red lights all night long.  
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Scout has provided no evidence of an approved Aircraft Detection Lighting System (ADLS) from the FAA, 
and given the proximity to local airports, a radar-activated system may not even be permitted. This severe 
light pollution will decimate the dark skies of the Horse Heaven Hills, disrupt local homeowners, and 
negatively impact nocturnal wildlife and migratory bird pathways. This completely undermines local 
legislative efforts, such as those introduced by Rep. April Connors (R-Kennewick), which specifically 
sought to halt unchecked commercial light pollution in the region.  
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4. New Transmission and Wildfire Hazards 

The updated layout introduces extensive above-ground high-voltage infrastructure that was previously 
slated to be underground. This includes a new 230 kV transmission line and switchyard east of HW-395, 
and an above-ground transmission line running along the southern project boundary to Bofer Canyon, 
crossing I-82 overhead at Beck Road.  
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Stringing overhead high-voltage lines through an active wildlife corridor and over a major interstate 
corridor introduces severe new avian collision hazards and significant wildfire ignition risks. These risks 
have been soundly condemned by local fire districts and regional conservation groups like the Columbia 
Basin Audubon Society, yet they have not been subjected to a rigorous environmental or safety review 
under this current addendum. 

5. Compounding Ecological and Cultural Lifecycle Concerns 

These new modifications exacerbate the core flaws of the Horse Heaven Project that have been consistently 
brought before this council: 

• Irreparable Cultural and Ecological Destruction: The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the 
Yakama Nation have repeatedly asserted in their Supreme Court briefs that the project directly 
threatens irreplaceable Traditional Cultural Properties (TCPs), sacred landscapes, and historic 
tribal interests. 

• Threats to Vulnerable Species: The shifting corridors continue to endanger the fragile Shrub-
Steppe ecosystem and the wildlife that depends on it, including nesting sites of the state-



endangered Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis), Sandhill Cranes, and Prairie Falcons. Redacting 
maps and altering corridors under the guise of micrositing prevents true public oversight.  
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• The Myth of "Green" Lifecycle Carbon: Erecting 116 taller turbines demands hundreds of 
additional tons of steel, concrete, fiberglass, and copper—significantly increasing the embodied 
carbon footprint of construction. Furthermore, Scout has failed to present a definitive reclamation 
plan for decommissioning these massive 671-foot fiberglass blades, ensuring that thousands of 
tons of unrecyclable material will ultimately burden local landfills.  
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Conclusion 

The Horse Heaven Hills are an invaluable ecological, cultural, and climate asset that should not be 
sacrificed for corporate convenience. Scout Clean Energy has substantially altered its project parameters 
behind closed doors and attempted to slip them past the public via an Addendum.  
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I urge EFSEC to reject this Addendum, demand a full and rigorous Supplemental EIS, and protect the Tri-
Cities community from this irresponsible development.  
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Sincerely, 

Christy Hembree 

Richland, WA 
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6.  Benton County, Tri-Cities C.A.R.E.S., and Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama 
Nation v. Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) and Scout Clean 
Energy, LLC. 

Consolidated Case heard before the Washington State Supreme Court. (Oral Arguments conducted 
June 11, 2026). 

Description: This supreme court appeal challenges the legality of the Site Certification Agreement for 
the Horse Heaven Clean Energy Center. The petitioners argue that EFSEC and the Governor 
committed substantial procedural errors, completely failed to balance regional environmental 
destruction against statewide energy goals under RCW 80.50, and unconstitutionally stripped localized 
viewshed, wildlife, and Growth Management Act (GMA) agricultural protections following the 
Governor's unprecedented policy demands. This pending case directly dictates whether the project 
layout can legally proceed. 
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