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(This is a resubmission of an earlier version of my comments in which it appears that all 
formatting was taken out when I uploaded the text. For that reason, I am submitting this 
document with the appropriate formatting so that it is readable.) 

 

To the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC): 

I am a longtime resident of the Horse Heaven Hills in Benton County, living on a ridgetop 
overlooking the project area. I submit these comments on the proposed final Horse Heaven 
Project Layout (Hab-6) and the associated FEIS Addendum and Staff Memo posted June 
26, 2026. Comments are due by 11:59 PM on July 9, 2026. 

1. The Hab-6 changes are significant and require a full Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (SEIS). 

Hab-6 proposed changes to the Horse Heaven project are significant and require EFSEC to 
complete a Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS). (WAC 197-11-600 (3)(i) 
and (ii); WAC 197-11-706). 

The potential impacts of some of the bigger 671-foot turbines, new switchyards, a new 
transmission line East of Hwy 395/I-82, and an above-ground transmission line crossing 
Hwy 395/I-82 were not evaluated in the FEIS. Therefore, the Addendum to the FEIS 
proposed by EFSEC is inadequate. 

These are not minor “micro siting” adjustments within previously analyzed corridors. They 
include: 

 

Commitment to the tallest turbine option (up to 671 feet — taller than the Space Needle) 
with a reduced but still massive final count of approximately 116 turbines; 

New or relocated switchyards and substations; 

A new transmission corridor East of Hwy 395/I-82; and 

Conversion of a planned underground crossing of I-82/Hwy 395 to an overhead line. 

 

These changes introduce new visual, wildlife, cultural, land-use, and cumulative impacts 
that the 2023 FEIS never fully analyzed. An Addendum is legally insufficient. A SEIS is 
required so the public, Benton County, the Yakama Nation, and decision-makers can 
evaluate the true effects of this final industrial layout. 



2. All SEPA decisions must be postponed until the Washington Supreme Court rules. 

EFSEC is advancing discretionary SEPA action while the Washington State Supreme Court 
is actively reviewing the validity of the FEIS, EFSEC’s adjudication, EFSEC’s reliance on the 
PTAG, and EFSEC’s exercise of authority in this matter. Therefore, all SEPA decisions 
regarding the Horse Heaven project should be postponed until the WA Supreme Court 
ruling is announced. 

Proceeding now prejudices the ongoing judicial review and undermines the integrity of the 
entire process. 

3. EFSEC is failing in its duty to protect local residents, Benton County government, the 
Yakama Nation, and endangered wildlife. 

EFSEC exists to protect the public interest of Washington citizens — not to rubber-stamp a 
foreign-owned developer’s final layout so it can extract profits by selling power largely to 
out-of-state markets that have failed to meet their own energy needs. 

Scout Clean Energy is a portfolio company of Brookfield Renewable (a Canadian firm). The 
project will industrialize one of the most iconic and ecologically sensitive ridgelines in the 
Tri-Cities region — 24+ miles of Horse Heaven Hills — while local residents, Benton County 
elected officials, and the Yakama Nation have consistently and forcefully opposed it. Their 
valid concerns about agricultural land conversion, visual blight, fire risk, traffic, property 
values, traditional cultural properties, and wildlife have been systematically subordinated 
to the developer’s interests. 

Most egregiously, the project continues to threaten the Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis), a 
Washington State endangered species whose core breeding habitat includes the Horse 
Heaven Hills. This is one of the most incredible and imperiled raptor populations in our 
region. Despite Spec-5 buffers and PTAG processes, the final Hab-6 layout still places 
massive turbines and infrastructure within critical habitat and foraging areas. The FEIS 
Addendum does not adequately re-analyze collision risk, habitat fragmentation, or 
cumulative effects from the taller turbines and new transmission infrastructure. A new, 
rigorous SEIS based on current evidence and the actual final layout is essential if this 
species is to have any chance of persistence in Washington. 

 

I respectfully but firmly demand that EFSEC: 

 

Reject the Hab-6 FEIS Addendum as inadequate; 



Prepare and circulate a full Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement that rigorously 
evaluates the 671-foot turbines, new switchyards, eastern transmission line, overhead I-82 
crossing, and all associated wildlife (especially Ferruginous hawk), cultural, visual, and 
cumulative impacts; and 

Suspend all further SEPA and implementation decisions until the Washington Supreme 
Court issues its ruling on the validity of the underlying FEIS and process. 

 

The Horse Heaven Hills are not a blank industrial canvas. They are home to families, farms, 
wildlife, and cultural heritage that deserve genuine protection — not an after-the-fact 
Addendum that rubber-stamps a foreign developer’s profit-driven final layout. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please place this comment into the official 
record. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Frank Kliewer 
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