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Public Comment to EFSEC
 
Re: Concerns Regarding a 14‑Day Public Comment Period Scheduled Over a
National Holiday Weekend
 
I appreciate EFSEC’s continued efforts to provide opportunities for public input on
matters affecting our communities. I would like to respectfully raise a concern about the
decision to hold a 14‑day public comment period that overlaps a national holiday
weekend.
 
A comment window of this length may appear sufficient on paper, but the timing
significantly reduces the public’s practical ability to participate. Holiday weekends are
when many families travel, host visitors, or step away from work and online access. For
many residents — especially those who rely on weekends to read technical materials
and prepare comments — several days of the comment period are effectively lost.
 
This timing also limits the ability of local governments, tribal nations, fire districts, and
other public agencies to review materials and prepare official comments. Staff
availability is reduced around national holidays, and many offices are closed. As a
result, the administrative record may not fully reflect the perspectives of the institutions
most directly affected by EFSEC’s decisions.
 
Environmental reviews, micrositing plans, and SEPA addenda are complex documents
that require careful reading and, in many cases, consultation with subject‑matter
experts.
 
Compressing the functional comment period by placing it over a holiday weekend
makes it harder for the public to provide thoughtful, informed input — which is central to
SEPA’s purpose.
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For these reasons, I respectfully request that EFSEC avoid scheduling comment periods
over national holiday weekends, or extend the comment window when such overlap is
unavoidable.
 
Doing so would strengthen public participation, improve the quality of the administrative
record, and reinforce confidence in the fairness and transparency of EFSEC’s process.
 
Thank you for considering this request.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Paul J. Krupin,
Kennewick WA
 


