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Sent via Electronic Mail

ENERGY FACILITY SITE EVALUATION COUNCIL
efsec@efsec.wa.gov

Re:  Horse Heaven Hills Wind & Solar Project Addendum to Final EIS
Dear Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council,

I write on behalf of the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation
(“Yakama Nation”) in response to EFSEC’s issuance of an Addendum to the Final
Environmental Impact Statement (“FEIS Addendum”) for the Horse Heaven Hills Wind &
Solar Project (“Project”).!

The FEIS Addendum is deficient because, inter alia, it does not include a reasonable
alternatives analysis and also failed to evaluate all environmental impacts of the Project’s
updated layout. Due to these deficiencies, as well as the reasons articulated in our June 15,
2026 comment letter, EFSEC should rescind the FEIS Addendum and decline to approve the
Project’s updated proposed layout until a proper analysis of the Project’s complete

environmental impacts has been completed under the State Environmental Policy Act
(“SEP ”)‘2

The FEIS Addendum should have evaluated the Project’s updated layout through a
reasonable alternatives analysis sufficient to support an informed decision by the EFSEC
Council. This alternatives analysis should, at a minimum, have compared i) an option using
the smaller turbines within the existing micro-siting corridors that incorporates the exclusion
areas required by Resolution 357, ii) an option that includes the original proposal (not the
misleading map in Figure 1 of the facilitators’ report), and iii) an option that reflects the
EFSEC Council’s first recommendation to Governor Inslee. The FEIS Addendum currently

' Yakama Nation reserves the right to make all arguments and to pursue all remedies available
regarding the Horse Heaven Hills Wind and Solar Project, including but not limited to challenging the
FEIS Addendum.

2 Yakama Nation asserts and re-alleges all its former objections to the Project as approved by the site
certification agreement. These objections include, but are not limited to, Yakama Nation’s claims
articulated in our December 2, 2024 Petition for Review in Thurston County Superior Court, and issues
alleged in our February 20, 2026 Opening Brief before the Washington State Supreme Court. Case No.
24-2-04171-34 (consolidated under Case No. 24-2-04077-34); Case No. 1048777.
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addresses the Project’s updated layout in an artificial vacuum and lacks these important
comparative analyses.

The FEIS Addendum is also deficient because it failed to consider and evaluate all
environmental impacts of the Project’s updated layout. The FEIS Addendum must evaluate
the impacts of the Project’s updated layout on all environmental resources, not just the
habitat impacts to the Ferruginous Hawks. The original FEIS improperly deferred this
analysis, and EFSEC is now perpetuating the lack of full analysis in this deficient FEIS
Addendum.

Yakama Nation appreciates the science-based approach used by many members of the
Pre-Operational Technical Advisory Group (“PTAG”) to evaluate and recommend exclusion
areas necessary to protect habitat for the endangered Ferruginous Hawk, consistent with
Resolution 357. However, the updated layout is solely the Project developer’s proposal and
should not be understood as a recommendation from the PTAG.

Further, the Project’s updated layout not only fails to avoid or minimize impacts to

Yakama Nation’s Traditional Cultural Properties (“TCP”s), it actually exacerbates Project
impacts to certain TCPs. The updated layout uses the taller turbines and inserts a high
concentration of turbines within the Johnson Butte area. Also, contrary to EFSEC’s own
assertions before the Washington State Supreme Court, and as Yakama Nation always knew
would happen as a result of the site certification agreement, the updated layout co-locates
turbines with Chandler Butte. The Project’s updated layout exacerbates viewshed impacts
to multiple TCPs well documented in EFSEC’s administrative record—impacts which the
FEIS Addendum fails to address.

EFSEC is legally required by SEPA to evaluate all the environmental impacts of the
Project’s updated layout, and to compare the updated layout to reasonable alternatives.
Because the FEIS Addendum fails to do so, it is noncompliant with SEPA and should be
rescinded.

Respectfully,

rald Lewis, Chairman

YAKAMA NATION TRIBAL COUNCIL

cc via email: Ami Hafkemeyer, Director of Siting and Compliance
Jon Thompson, Assistant Attorney General
Amy Moon, Siting & Compliance Lead
Lisa McLean, Tribal Liaison / Policy & Legislative Manager

Yakama Nation, Post Office Box 151, Toppenish, WA 98948 (509) 865-5121



