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To EFSEC,

I am submitting this comment in opposition to the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System near
Sedro-Woolley.

There is significant local opposition to this project, and I urge EFSEC to take those concerns seriously. Battery
storage may have a role in Washington's energy system, but that does not mean every proposed location is
appropriate.

My wife and I have firsthand experience with what can happen when a BESS is approved without adequately
evaluating its real-world impacts on neighboring properties.

We own property immediately adjacent to Puget Sound Energy's Samish Island BESS in Skagit County. What
was presented as a relatively small demonstration project has resulted in a noise violation that has remained
unresolved for nearly a year.

PSE's own professional acoustical study measured approximately 64–65 dBA at our property boundary and
confirmed exceedances of applicable daytime and nighttime noise limits. The primary problem is the facility's
HVAC/cooling equipment, which repeatedly cycles on and off and produces a dramatic increase over the
approximately 40–42 dBA ambient environment.

Multiple mitigation efforts have failed.

Even more concerning, PSE is now planning to replace the HVAC system, yet the manufacturer of the
replacement equipment advised us that the proposed unit may need to be located close to 100 feet from our
property line to meet the applicable nighttime noise limit without a barrier. The replacement has nevertheless
been permitted for essentially the same location as the existing equipment.

The Samish Island experience should be a warning against approving a BESS based primarily on predictions that
impacts can be addressed later.

Once a facility is constructed, "mitigation" can become extraordinarily difficult, expensive, and disruptive. Our
experience has involved professional sound studies, attempted equipment modifications, temporary barriers,
proposed permanent barriers, replacement HVAC equipment, repeated complaints, and an ongoing County code-
enforcement case. None of that changes the fundamental problem: the facility was placed too close to
neighboring property without sufficient pre-construction analysis of its operational impacts.

There are also broader lessons regarding environmental and emergency review. PSE's emergency-response
planning for the Samish Island facility addresses scenarios involving fire, thermal runaway, toxic smoke or
fumes, evacuation, reignition, contaminated runoff, and determining whether surrounding areas should be
isolated or evacuated depending upon conditions. These are precisely the kinds of potential impacts that should
be thoroughly evaluated before determining whether a BESS belongs at a particular location.



Goldeneye is vastly larger than the Samish Island facility. That makes rigorous, conservative review even more
important.

EFSEC should not assume that compliance problems can simply be corrected after construction. Before
approving Goldeneye, the State should be able to demonstrate—with substantial safety margins—that noise, fire
and emergency response, setbacks, environmental impacts, neighboring properties, and other foreseeable
consequences have been adequately addressed at the proposed location itself.

The people who live in and around Sedro-Woolley should not become the experiment that determines whether
those assumptions were correct.

Our experience with the Samish Island BESS has fundamentally changed my view of how these facilities should
be reviewed and sited. After seeing firsthand what happens when foreseeable operational impacts are discovered
after construction, I do not support placing the Goldeneye BESS at the proposed location.

I urge EFSEC to reject the Goldeneye proposal and give substantial weight to the concerns being raised by the
surrounding community.

Documentation concerning the Samish Island BESS—including acoustical studies, manufacturer
correspondence, permitting records, emergency-response documents, and public records—is available at
www.samishislandbess.com.

Thank you for considering this comment.

Zac Small
Skagit County, Washington
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