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Dear Chair Beckett and Members of the Council,

I am writing regarding my concerns with the proposed Cascade Renewable Transmission Project.  I am deeply
concerned with the lack of foresight and concern for all creatures big and small. If we do not protect the river and
this environment now, we will destroy an irreplaceable natural gift.

EFSEC must hold new hearings in each of the impacted counties (Clark, Skamania, and Klickitat), because the prior
hearings were held prematurely. At the time, only a draft application had been submitted for the proposed project,
and several members of the Siting Council for the review of this project had not yet been appointed. More recently,
an actual application has been submitted and all Council members have now been appointed. The governing law
requires new hearings so that the full Council can review the application, hear from the applicant, and hear
testimony and comments from the interested public about this controversial project.

EFSEC must comply with the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area (“National Scenic Area”) permitting
process and rules for this project. Because the proposed project site runs though non-urban areas of the National
Scenic Area in Klickitat County, a National Scenic Area permit, issued by the Executive Director of the Columbia
River Gorge Commission, would be necessary for this project to proceed. In addition, a federal NSA consistency
determination is needed from the USDA Forest Service for the entire project.

Finally, this project is prohibited along the portions of the site located inside the NSA, in the Columbia River, and
outside the urban areas. A new, large-scale utility facility of this nature is expressly prohibited in such locations by
the National Scenic Area rules and by Gorge Commission appellate precedent. Under these authorities, unless a
project is specifically listed in the rules as potentially allowable, it is prohibited in the National Scenic Area.

I care deeply about the health of the Colhame on US.umbia River and the special resources of the National Scenic
Area sustained by the River. Please do not allow this project to proceed and harm this region. Think about your
children's future and their quality of life.  Shame on US if we don't safe guard natural treasures!

Sincerely,
Lynne Oulman
816 14th St  Bellingham, WA 98225-6304
lynne.oulman@gmail.com
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