
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Central Region Office 

1250 West Alder St., Union Gap, WA 98903-0009 • 509-575-2490 
 
September 22, 2026 

Maria Belkina 
Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 
PO Box 47250 
Olympia, WA 98504 
 
SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

RE:  Cascade Renewable Transmission Project – Wetlands and Waters Site Visit  
 
Dear Maria Belkina: 

 

Thank you for meeting the Department of Ecology’s (Ecology) Shoreline and Environmental Assistance 

(SEA) Program staff, Heather Durkee, and representatives of HDR, Alessandra Capretti and Jennifer 

Maze, to review the above project area on June 30, 2026, and July 1, 2026. Ecology staff were 

specifically reviewing wetland delineations and waters in the field from the Appendix F, Draft Wetland 

and Waters Delineation Report, revised May 2026. Ecology appreciates PowerBridge’s continued 

coordination for this project’s review. 

 

Due to the complexity of project materials, Ecology’s review for this project is ongoing. This letter 

addresses the joint field site visit on June 30 and July 1, 2026. Additional letters for Ecology’s review of 

wetlands, waters, and shorelands for this project will be provided to EFSEC as reviews are completed.  

 

The Draft Wetland and Waters Delineation Report, revised May 2026, identified 19 wetlands, 14 

streams (including the Columbia River), five deepwater habitats, and seven ditches in the survey area. 

The report states that, in general, wetlands and waters and required buffers were delineated within at 

least 25 feet on either side of the proposed alignment and may have extended farther than 25 feet 

where permissions to enter were granted. Alternative methods used for field investigations were 

outlined in Section 2.4.1 of the report and were applied to Wetland 1 through Wetland 4 (located within 

a “No Dig” Zone), Wetland 5 and 6 due to property access issues, and Wetland 7 and 8 due to safety 

concerns along State Route (SR) 14.  

During the site visit for this project on June 30, 2026, we viewed Wetlands 1-15 and Wetland 19, as well 
as several streams and ditches in the project area. On July 1, 2026, we viewed Wetlands 16-18, as well 
as Stream 12 and Ditch 7.  
 
These wetlands and waterbodies are located along or near the proposed alignment within the dam 
bypass section of the project. According to proposed plans within the report, the high-voltage direct 
current (HVDC) cable bundle would be brought onto land in Washington and buried primarily within the 
existing road right-of-way for approximately seven and a half miles. According to the report, entry and 
exit points in Washington have been sited to avoid the Bonneville Lock and Dam, juvenile fish passage, 
known Washington State and National Priorities Listed contaminated sites, and tribal fishing areas.  
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Wetland boundaries, streams, and ditches observed in the field generally appeared consistent with Draft 

Wetland and Waters Delineation Report, revised May 2026. Vegetation at Wetlands 9 and 18 had grown 

since the time of the delineation work. According to Draft Wetland and Waters Delineation Report, 

Revised May 2026, significant disturbances to vegetation and soils were observed at Wetland 9 in April 

2023, possibly due to a county utility project, and vegetation at Wetland 9 was mostly reestablished by 

November 2023.  Appendix N – JARPA notes that most shrubs within Wetland 18 were trimmed to the 

ground in April 2023 due to Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) road 

maintenance, and most shrubs had regrown stems by November 2023. 

 

No additional field work is requested by Ecology at this time for wetlands, streams, and ditches in the 

project area.  

 

During the site visit, the consultant had questions regarding mitigation for temporary impacts to 
Wetland 18 and its buffer. Current plans included in Part 7 of the JARPA indicate that the applicant is 
proposing a temporary disturbance of 40 square feet to Wetland 18 and 200 square feet of temporary 
impacts to the wetland buffer from installation of the cable (i.e., trenching). The JARPA indicates that 
soils excavated to create the trench would be temporarily stockpiled and then used to backfill the trench 
following cable installation. According to the JARPA, the applicant plans to restore Wetland 18 and its 
associated buffer following construction to achieve existing functional conditions, including meeting or 
exceeding pre-construction vegetation levels. The JARPA indicates that functions and values of Wetland 
18 would be restored to existing or improved functions within 1 year post construction.  
 
After the site visit, Ecology staff internally reviewed and discussed mitigation for Wetland 18. Since 
Wetland 18 is in the WSDOT right-of-way for SR 14 and vegetation within the wetland is impacted 
regularly by WSDOT maintenance activities, these temporary impacts could be considered as short-term 
temporary impacts. Based on current project information, restoration of existing or improved functions 
within about one year is sufficient to mitigate for temporary impacts to Wetland 18 and its buffer. For 
short-term temporary impacts, the area should be returned to pre-project ground surface elevations 
and wetland hydroperiod, native plant species should be seeded or planted, and the site should be 
maintained and monitored.  
 
Additional information on compensating for short-term temporary impacts can be found in Section 
6B.4.5 of Wetland Mitigation in Washington State: Part 1 – Agency Policies and Guidance (Version 2)1. If 
a Section 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC) is required, wetland mitigation will be reviewed further 
during Section 401 review.  If project plans change, details should be provided for review to determine if 
the project will be constructed in accordance with state water quality laws. 
 
The JARPA includes information on avoidance and minimization measures that the applicant has 
considered and included in project design, and Ecology appreciates the applicant’s efforts to avoid and 
minimize impacts to wetlands. Ecology recommends use of the Avoidance and minimization checklists 
2to demonstrate how the project has avoided and minimized impacts to wetlands. Additional 
information and resources on wetland mitigation can be found on Ecology’s website3.  
 

 
1 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2106003.html 
2 https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/wetlands/mitigation/avoidance-and-minimization 
3 https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/wetlands/mitigation 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/2106003.html
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/wetlands/mitigation/avoidance-and-minimization
https://ecology.wa.gov/water-shorelines/wetlands/mitigation/
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During the site visit, Ecology staff asked whether critical areas had been characterized within 300 feet of 

the project area. Representatives of HDR stated that a critical areas report had not been prepared, 

though said Ecology could request that information. After the site visit, Ecology staff discussed this 

further internally. Since impacts in the dam bypass section are planned to be contained primarily within 

the road right-of-way, except at entry and exit paths to the Columbia River, and no new permanent 

impacts are currently proposed, a critical areas report including all critical areas within 300 ft of the 

project area would not be necessary, and Ecology staff is not requesting that at this time.  

 

During the site visit, representatives of HDR asked for clarification for questions regarding buffers. For 

measuring buffer widths, the width of the buffer should be measured in horizontal distance. See Section 

8C.2 in Ecology’s guidance document, Wetlands in Washington State, Volume 2: Guidance for Protecting 

and Managing Wetlands, for additional information4. Clarification was also requested regarding whether 

to include the wetland canopy in the wetland buffer in places where the canopy extends across a paved 

roadway. In this situation, the roadway appears to be a significant development that is a barrier to the 

functions, and the wetland buffer would end at the roadway.  

 

During the site visit, Ecology staff asked about long-term stability of the cable’s insulating materials. The 

Cascade Renewable Transmission Draft Application for Site Certification states that the underground 

and underwater cable would feature cross-linked polyethylene (XLPE) dielectric insulation cable design. 

Does the applicant have any information available for how the insulating materials used in the cable 

design may change over time, when exposed to the temperatures of the cables during operation?  

If a Section 401 Water Quality Certification is required, further information may be required during 

Section 401 review. During a meeting between EFSEC and Ecology on July 29, 2026, EFSEC agreed to 

coordinate with the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for this project. Ecology would 

appreciate being copied on communications with USACE regarding Section 401 review. Ecology plans to 

follow up with EFSEC with additional information and guidance regarding the Section 401 WQC checklist 

and water quality certification request review.  

 

Conclusion 

 

Observations during the joint site visit for wetlands and waters in the study area were generally 

consistent with Draft Wetland and Waters Delineation Report, revised May 2026. No areas were 

identified during the site visit as needing additional field work at this time. 

   

Ecology requests follow-up from the applicant for questions identified during the site visit and described 

in this letter. If changes to wetland buffers are appropriate based on the clarifications provided 

regarding buffers, an addendum or revised report should be provided to EFSEC.  

 

If project plans change, details should be provided for review to determine if the project will be 

constructed in accordance with state water quality laws.  

 

 
4 https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/0506008.html 

https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/0506008.html
https://apps.ecology.wa.gov/publications/summarypages/0506008.html
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Ecology looks forward to providing the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council with technical assistance 

and expertise in the future. If you have any questions or would like to discuss these comments, please 

call me at (509) 379-4530. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Heather Durkee 
EFSEC Federal Permit Manager 
Shorelands and Environmental Assistance Program 
 
 
Ecc:  Lori White, Department of Ecology 

       Loree’ Randall, Department of Ecology 


