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External Email

Good afternoon Alexander, 

I hope you made it through the power outages as well as can be hoped!

I was given your email address as someone involved with the EFSEC's process for Lithium battery facilities.

The Lithium battery fire burned for 14 days in Fredericktown, MO at the Critical Mineral Recovery lithium battery facility.

There is significant risk with fire-water the run-off from the defensive fire water spray at lithium battery facilities fires- here's proof:

https://response.epa.gov/sites/16725/files/CMR%20Fire%20Response%20FAQs.pdf

Please note #9:

9. Was there a fishkill? 
• Yes, there was a fishkill. Per reports, the fishkill starts from where an unnamed tributary and Village Creek meet and continues two miles downstream to the Little St. Francis River. 
• MoDNR and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are working to coordinate and investigate the fishkill further.

With the proposed Mattson Middle School lithium Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in Covington next to little Soos Creek- and before you say you've been told Tenaska is not still being seeking permit approval
for their BESS next to Mattson Middle School, look at Tenaska's response when asked by Q13 a couple months ago:

If Covington's and King County's claims about Tenaska no longer seeking permitting approval was true- don't you think Tenaska would have responded differently to Q13? 
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If they weren't seeking permit approval next to Mattson Middle School in Covington, they would have said something like, "due to public opposition, we have cancelled seeking a BESS at the site next to Mattson
Middle school."

But, they DID NOT say anything remotely like that... 

In addition, King County permitting told to Tenaska to withdraw their initial Conditional Use permit application and re-apply as a "utility" as it is most likely they would not get their permit approved via a Conditional
Use Permit due to public opposition and other CUP reasons... 

Tenaska is now bypassing King County's permitting process and is seeking approval from Inslee or the next Governor- and is currently wrapping up checking all the boxes on all the required info for their Mattson
Middle School BESS EFSEC application and, waiting to see how the Sedro Woolley EFSEC process goes...

As you, know the EFSEC is reviewing the Sedro Woolley BESS application and there has been extensive opposition by residents, city and county officials due to the potential catastrophic and disasterous fire millions of
lithium batteries could have on the whole area around Sedro Woolley...

Tenaska and many other lithium BESS developers are switching all their BESS applications to the EFSEC process to bypass local and county permitting challenges.

Back to the fish kill in Missouri- since the EPA's "FAQ" they have found that all fish were killed downstream within 3 miles of the lithium battery facility fire.

3 MILES!!!!  Every living creature in the water was killed by the toxic run-off!

Tenaska has a run-off plan that shows the toxic run-off leaving the Mattson Middle School BESS site and going into the neighbors' yards and then into Little Soos Creek and into Big Soos Creek and then eventually
into the Green River:

Interestingly, they don't show how water may flow downhill onto Mattson Middle School's campus...

As seen in the recent Otay Mesa BESS fire- there could be 20 Million gallons of toxic water run-off contaminating the streams...

Here's the 3-mile update:



https://www.ksdk.com/article/news/local/fredericktown-mo-battery-plant-fire-dead-fish-kill-updates-investigation-firefighting-foam-lithium-battery-fire/63-02253d7c-de87-450d-a324-c78b5d404b88

All fish and other living creatures have died almost 3 miles down stream from the lithium battery fire...

https://www.ksdk.com/article/news/local/fredericktown-dead-fish-kill-under-investigation-lithium-battery-plant-fire-missouri/63-d801710d-4de6-42e5-ac5e-61a1f36309d4

'Thousands' of dead fish in Missouri
town under investigation after
nearby battery plant fire
The washed-up carcasses are triggering resident
worries about potential chemical contamination.

www.ksdk.com

These BESS do not belong anywhere near people's homes, schools, hospitals, and creeks and streams or any other body of water.

They should be required to have a 20-million-gallon retention water containment system with an impervious liner under the whole facility and all the gravel/concrete to enable all (100%) of the toxic run-off water to
be totally contained until toxic waste removal teams can safely remove all the toxic water...

But, that still doesn't account for all the toxic ash, gas, and smoke...

Here's the EPA's reports on air quality:
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https://response.epa.gov/site/doc_list.aspx?site_id=16725

Please note, while Hydrogen fluoride is listed in the table- HF detection results/data were NOT included until Nov 2nd (4 days after the fire started- where they reported, "nothing to see here!"

Here's a quick summary of the air quality reports from their 24 air quality testing sites (7 stationary sites and 17 mobile sites):

For Oct 31st- in the first report, they only provided data from two of the 7 stationary air testing sites shown on the map- and both were upwind and didn't have any smoke blowing towards them due to up to 17mph
winds blowing the toxic smoke away from town

For Nov 1st- the same thing, only 2 of 7 sites data were shared and both were upwind and reported nothing to be concerned about...

For Nov 2nd- they showed data for 5 of 7 sites (and dropped air testing data for Site #2 off the list)- and finally include data from two sites downwind and those sites show dangerous levels of PM2.5 and PM10 but
only provided hydrogen fluoride data for ONE of the downwind sites- which was after the fire had been burning for 4 days (and after heavy rains "cleaned" the air- and sent all the contaminants to the ground and
rivers- where thousands of fish were killed). That sensor showed minimal levels of HF remaining- so nothing to see here

The ONE downwind site (AS-6) that they showed data for was the site that was NOT the highest impacted by toxic smoke site- the site directly in the line of the smoke/plume was AS-3, at which they did NOT test for
hydrogen fluoride until 8 days after the fire started...

For Nov 3rd- they showed 6 of the 7 sites' data but only two sites tested for hydrogen fluoride- and the results said nothing to worry about...

For Nov 4th- the same: nothing to see here

For Nov 5th- the same: nothing to see here

For Nov 6th- added two more Hydrogen Fluouride sensors (4 total hydrogen fluoride sensors now): nothing to see here

For Nov 7th- the same: nothing to see here

For Nov 8th- added one more Hydrogen Fluouride sensor to the site that was initially in the direct line of the plume (5 total): nothing to see here

For Nov 9th- the same nothing to see here

For Nov 10th- the same nothing to see here

For Nov 11th- the same nothing to see here

For Nov 12th- the same nothing to see here

The EPA air quality testers were on site and testing the air quality for 14 days in all...

Basically, TRUST US, nothing to see here!

Yet, they had 22 air quality sensors sites and kept the shelter-in-place and evacuation orders in place for several days- and only showed results for 6 sites...

Why not share all the data? Why did they only share two sites' data until the 4th day when they showed the locations of the other sites on the map starting on their first day (Oct 31st)?

Yes, they tested for Hydrogen Fluoride-

Hydrogen fluoride, HF Fatal if swallowed, is fatal in contact with skin, is fatal if inhaled and causes severe skin burns and eye damage.

The immediate dangerous to life or health (IDLH) level for HF is 0.025 g/m3 (30 ppm) and the lethal 10 minutes HF toxicity value (AEGL-3) is 0.0139 g/m3 (170 ppm). The release of hydrogen Fluoride from a Li-ion
battery therefore can be a severe risk.

Sensor #6 showed Hydrogen Fluouride levels at .17ppm on the 4th day of the fire- and the first day they tested for it.... Which was also after the rain and strong winds...

But, where are the tests of other known toxins release by burning lithium batteries:

Hydrogen chloride, HCl Severe skin burns and eye damage, is toxic if inhaled, may damage fertility or the unborn child, causes serious eye damage, may cause damage to organs through prolonged or repeated
exposure, may be corrosive to metals, may cause respiratory irritation and contains gas under pressure and may explode if heated.28

Hydrogen cyanide, HCN Fatal if swallowed, is fatal in contact with skin, is fatal if inhaled, causes damage to organs through prolonged or repeated exposure, is very toxic to aquatic life (with long lasting effects) and is
an extremely flammable liquid and vapour.15

Nitrogen dioxide, NO2 Fatal if inhaled, causes severe skin burns and eye damage; and may cause or intensify fire (oxidiser).0.961.91

Sulphur dioxide, SO2 Severe skin burns and eye damage and is toxic if inhaled.1.32.7

Solvents Highly flammable liquid and vapour [53]. Very irritating to eyes, skin and airways [44].DEC 700, PC 8.5cDEC 1000, PC 8.5c
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Shouldn't they be testing for all toxins released by burning lithium batteries?

I also find it interesting that they don't provide results from all 22 air quality testing sites- and don't even include all 7 stationary sites shown on their map but include results from three sites that were up-wind from
the fire and didn't get any dangerous readings thanks to up to 17mph winds blowing the smoke away from town....

They got so lucky that the wind was blowing away from town- if the wind had been blowing into town, this might have been a mass casualty event...

There are lithium BESS being proposed all over WA state- some are stand-alone and others are mentioned as an accessory to wind and solar generation projects...  Almost all of them are NOT being proposed in heavy
industrial zoned areas- but, instead in residential zoned areas or near people's homes, near lakes, creeks/streams/rivers... 

Lithium BESS are the wrong "solution" for grid scale energy storage- even UW's study came away with that Conclusion:

Ideally, we would make a law to stop all 1MW+ Lithium BESS and move toward safe long duration energy storage alternatives that don't carry any of the risks.

Thank you, 

James   

PS, Just so you know, BESS would have been worthless during our recent power outtage as the power would have been stuck in the batteries due to the downed lines...


