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Attachments: Goldeneye Opposition letter.pdf

External Email

EFSEC Committee and Skagit County Commissioners -

The attached letter is to serve as my opposition to the Goldeneye
project in Skagit County and to specifically call into question the
legal authority of EFSEC to have jurisdiction over this matter.

Please see the attached letter, additional copies will be coming in
hard form to all listed parties.

Sincerely,
Connie Krier, SMS
206-391-8383

mailto:cckrier@gmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:commissioners@co.skagit.wa.us
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August 16, 2024 


 


To the EFSEC Committee, Skagit County officials, Sedro Woolley officials, Governor Jay Inslee, Elected 


officials, and all whom it may concern:  


This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye BESS project proposed in the small rural agricultural area of Sedro 


Woolley.  


August 13, 2024 an open house was held at 5PM, a public meeting at 5:30 and a hearing at 7:30. There 


was no formal notice given to citizens about this meeting and no normal, formal, or procedural process 


was followed for notifications to effected citizens of these meetings took place. The irregular and 


unusual schedule of having all these “required” meetings happen all on the same evening, within a 2-


hour time frame was unusual and non-typical for government agencies. This schedule did not provide 


citizens with time to research or fully digest all the information being presented, before the public 


meeting took place. A open house is intended to provide information so citizens can research and return 


with questions or concerns, the meeting should be held for those citizens to express concerns and ask 


relevant questions.  


The rush was clearly due to the application being put in June 27th and the EFSEC was running to close to 


the 60 day window for an expedited process, the EFSEC stuffed all three meetings into one event. This 


was NOT the intent of the law and is not normal procedure for EFSEC to schedule these meeting in this 


manner. Other projects community open houses, meetings and hearings took place on different days.  


According the EFSEC presentation that was presented on August 13, 2024 to the public the EFSEC has 


oversight of  


For siting and permitting of large-scale thermal power plants, nuclear facilities, natural gas and 


oil pipelines, oil refineries, and underground natural gas storage fields are only facilities requiring 


certification.⃰ 


Any nuclear power facility where the primary purpose is to produce and sell electricity.  non 


hydro, non-nuclear thermal power plants 350MW or greater.  Clean energy product 


manufacturing facilities related to clean energy production and transport. (RCW 80.50.020(23)) 


 Alternative energy resources (Renewable Green or electrolytic Hydrogen production facilities 


(RCW 80.50.020 (1)(g)), wind, solar, geothermal, wave/tidal, landfill gas, biomass, etc.) “any size 


may opt-in”.  Transmission Lines greater than 115kV may “opt-in”. Lines greater than 500kV 


are required.  Pipelines  Refineries and Storage Facilities 


The Proposal fails to define the criteria for “storage facilities”.  


This proposed BESS project in Sedro Woolley in none of the above listed things. Therefor the 


presentation made by the EFSEC was intended to lead the public to believe this site fell under this 


category of authority.  
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In this case Tenaska is not a “utility” as defined by A Utility is defined as:  


RCW 9A.61.010 6) "Utility" means an electrical company, gas company, or water company as those 


terms are defined in RCW 80.04.010, and includes an electrical, gas, or water system operated by a 


public agency. 


At best it is a private for-profit storage warehouse of a commodity (which happens to be energy). 


Energy Arbitrage Or put another way, the purchasing and selling of electricity to power the BESS 


asset. As such, BESS assets can earn revenue by purchasing electricity to charge the system 


during periods of low electricity prices and by selling electricity to the grid when prices are high. 


 The commodity (energy) is purchased (NOT PRODUCED). The project summary clearly states it is a 


“stand alone facility”.  This BESS Process is clearly intended to be a simple transactional event for profit 


and benefit of a private company. The BESS is not producing, transmitting nor connecting any electrical 


plant and is not REQUIRED for the efficient operation and safety as per the definition of “associated 


facilities” RCW 80.50.020 


(4) "Associated facilities" means storage, transmission, handling, or other related and supporting 


facilities connecting an energy plant with the existing energy supply, processing, or distribution system, 


including, but not limited to, communications, controls, mobilizing or maintenance equipment, 


instrumentation, and other types of ancillary transmission equipment, off-line storage or venting required for 


efficient operation or safety of the transmission system and overhead, and surface or subsurface lines of 


physical access for the inspection, maintenance, and safe operations of the transmission facility and new 


transmission lines constructed to operate at nominal voltages of at least 115,000 volts to connect a thermal 


power plant or alternative energy facilities to the northwest power grid. However, common carrier railroads 


or motor vehicles shall not be included. 


 


The house bill 1812-2021-22 states  


"Storage facility" means a plant that: (a) Accepts electricity as an energy source and uses a 


chemical, thermal, mechanical, or other process to store energy for subsequent delivery or 


consumption in the form of electricity; or (b) stores renewable hydrogen or green electrolytic 


hydrogen for subsequent delivery or consumption.  


This Warehouse is specifically designed to use some of the power it takes from the grid as a consumer, 


as it is an industrial building privately owned.   The Company then SELLS back the stored power to the 


utility, the utility is who then subsequently delivers the power. Purchasing energy for profit to sell back 


is NOT a system that is not defined as allowed by state governance.  


This entire project from appears to be nothing less than government corruption.  A private for-profit 


company established a relationship with the EFSEC as a “PRODUCER” of power in eastern WA. This same 


company then used that relationship to manipulate the agency for the purpose of gaining access to 


otherwise protected lands, outside of the authority of the EFSEC’s strictly outlined and defined 


guidance.   


As described in the project description on the EFSEC website  


The Project Area was selected by the Applicant for its favorable site suitability characteristics, 


including proximity to electrical infrastructure, level terrain and opportunities for efficient 



http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9A.61.010

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=80.04.010
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construction. The Project will have a number of benefits to the local community and 


Washington state. Construction of the Project will support up to 50 jobs during peak 


construction and 2 permanent jobs during operations. The Project will also provide Skagit 


County with additional tax revenue. In addition, construction of this renewable energy 


resource will help Washington meet its goal of 100 percent clean electricity supply as set forth 


in the Clean Energy Transformation Act, passed by the Washington legislature in 2019. 


 


These favorable and suitable characteristics ONLY exist because of the protected nature of the Skagit 


County Farmlands and the moratorium in place by Skagit County to restrict building and subdividing of 


this land.  


The EFSEC presented on the Expedited process per WAC 463-43-030 All parts of the expedited process 


state the compliance with City, county and regional land use plans is necessary.  


(2) The project is found to be consistent and in compliance with city, county, or 


regional land use plans. 


The current proposal should not be able to allowed into an expedited process, as it does 


not meet any of the county regional land use requirements. All parts of  WAC 463.43 


reference meeting county land use plans.  


WAC 463-43-080  


Recommendation—Transmittal to governor. 


Within sixty days following the granting of expedited processing or such later time as is mutually 
agreed by the applicant and the council, the council shall forward its recommendation, and if the 
recommendation is for approval, the council will also forward a copy of a draft site certification 
agreement to the governor. 


 


This drop-dead date would be August 27, 2024. Unless otherwise agreed upon by the EFSEC and the 


company. This is a critical timeline that was not provided to Citizens during the presentation. The Citizen 


was simply told the steps and not the actual dates. This has very bad optics for EFSEC, the county, the 


Governor’s office as well as the legislature.  


This process for citizens notifications is riddled with inconsistency, questions, and concerns. The County 


permitting found incorrect information in the engineering, design, and property environmental 


information. The fire dist. is woefully under trained and under equipped for any facility of this type in 


this area. FEMA has not been involved to help the county, EFSEC or the company to understand what 


would be needed if an evacuation would be required due to fire. Evacuation of livestock, schools, 


elderly, a local hospital. The long-term environmental impacts have not been properly researched 


because much of the required information is missing from the contractor. The project is proposed in a 


earthquake prone area, a lahar zone, a flood zone and within feet of residential properties.  


With all these concerns, questions, and lack of proper procedure being followed this project should be 


immediately rejected at this time for this location.  
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Sincerely,  


Connie Krier  


Connie Krier, SMS  


 


CC:  


EFSEC Committee  


Skagit County Council  


Fire Dist 8 


Sedro Woolley City Council  


Sedro Woolley Fire Department  


Skagit County Planning Department  


Brandi Kruse The Undivided 


Kiro 7 News / Komo 4 News / Q13 News  


Skagit Valley Herald  


WA Farm Bureau / Skagit Genuine / Skagit Farm association/  
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August 16, 2024 

 

To the EFSEC Committee, Skagit County officials, Sedro Woolley officials, Governor Jay Inslee, Elected 

officials, and all whom it may concern:  

This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye BESS project proposed in the small rural agricultural area of Sedro 

Woolley.  

August 13, 2024 an open house was held at 5PM, a public meeting at 5:30 and a hearing at 7:30. There 

was no formal notice given to citizens about this meeting and no normal, formal, or procedural process 

was followed for notifications to effected citizens of these meetings took place. The irregular and 

unusual schedule of having all these “required” meetings happen all on the same evening, within a 2-

hour time frame was unusual and non-typical for government agencies. This schedule did not provide 

citizens with time to research or fully digest all the information being presented, before the public 

meeting took place. A open house is intended to provide information so citizens can research and return 

with questions or concerns, the meeting should be held for those citizens to express concerns and ask 

relevant questions.  

The rush was clearly due to the application being put in June 27th and the EFSEC was running to close to 

the 60 day window for an expedited process, the EFSEC stuffed all three meetings into one event. This 

was NOT the intent of the law and is not normal procedure for EFSEC to schedule these meeting in this 

manner. Other projects community open houses, meetings and hearings took place on different days.  

According the EFSEC presentation that was presented on August 13, 2024 to the public the EFSEC has 

oversight of  

For siting and permitting of large-scale thermal power plants, nuclear facilities, natural gas and 

oil pipelines, oil refineries, and underground natural gas storage fields are only facilities requiring 

certification.⃰ 

Any nuclear power facility where the primary purpose is to produce and sell electricity.  non 

hydro, non-nuclear thermal power plants 350MW or greater.  Clean energy product 

manufacturing facilities related to clean energy production and transport. (RCW 80.50.020(23)) 

 Alternative energy resources (Renewable Green or electrolytic Hydrogen production facilities 

(RCW 80.50.020 (1)(g)), wind, solar, geothermal, wave/tidal, landfill gas, biomass, etc.) “any size 

may opt-in”.  Transmission Lines greater than 115kV may “opt-in”. Lines greater than 500kV 

are required.  Pipelines  Refineries and Storage Facilities 

The Proposal fails to define the criteria for “storage facilities”.  

This proposed BESS project in Sedro Woolley in none of the above listed things. Therefor the 

presentation made by the EFSEC was intended to lead the public to believe this site fell under this 

category of authority.  
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In this case Tenaska is not a “utility” as defined by A Utility is defined as:  

RCW 9A.61.010 6) "Utility" means an electrical company, gas company, or water company as those 

terms are defined in RCW 80.04.010, and includes an electrical, gas, or water system operated by a 

public agency. 

At best it is a private for-profit storage warehouse of a commodity (which happens to be energy). 

Energy Arbitrage Or put another way, the purchasing and selling of electricity to power the BESS 

asset. As such, BESS assets can earn revenue by purchasing electricity to charge the system 

during periods of low electricity prices and by selling electricity to the grid when prices are high. 

 The commodity (energy) is purchased (NOT PRODUCED). The project summary clearly states it is a 

“stand alone facility”.  This BESS Process is clearly intended to be a simple transactional event for profit 

and benefit of a private company. The BESS is not producing, transmitting nor connecting any electrical 

plant and is not REQUIRED for the efficient operation and safety as per the definition of “associated 

facilities” RCW 80.50.020 

(4) "Associated facilities" means storage, transmission, handling, or other related and supporting 

facilities connecting an energy plant with the existing energy supply, processing, or distribution system, 

including, but not limited to, communications, controls, mobilizing or maintenance equipment, 

instrumentation, and other types of ancillary transmission equipment, off-line storage or venting required for 

efficient operation or safety of the transmission system and overhead, and surface or subsurface lines of 

physical access for the inspection, maintenance, and safe operations of the transmission facility and new 

transmission lines constructed to operate at nominal voltages of at least 115,000 volts to connect a thermal 

power plant or alternative energy facilities to the northwest power grid. However, common carrier railroads 

or motor vehicles shall not be included. 

 

The house bill 1812-2021-22 states  

"Storage facility" means a plant that: (a) Accepts electricity as an energy source and uses a 

chemical, thermal, mechanical, or other process to store energy for subsequent delivery or 

consumption in the form of electricity; or (b) stores renewable hydrogen or green electrolytic 

hydrogen for subsequent delivery or consumption.  

This Warehouse is specifically designed to use some of the power it takes from the grid as a consumer, 

as it is an industrial building privately owned.   The Company then SELLS back the stored power to the 

utility, the utility is who then subsequently delivers the power. Purchasing energy for profit to sell back 

is NOT a system that is not defined as allowed by state governance.  

This entire project from appears to be nothing less than government corruption.  A private for-profit 

company established a relationship with the EFSEC as a “PRODUCER” of power in eastern WA. This same 

company then used that relationship to manipulate the agency for the purpose of gaining access to 

otherwise protected lands, outside of the authority of the EFSEC’s strictly outlined and defined 

guidance.   

As described in the project description on the EFSEC website  

The Project Area was selected by the Applicant for its favorable site suitability characteristics, 

including proximity to electrical infrastructure, level terrain and opportunities for efficient 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=9A.61.010
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=80.04.010
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construction. The Project will have a number of benefits to the local community and 

Washington state. Construction of the Project will support up to 50 jobs during peak 

construction and 2 permanent jobs during operations. The Project will also provide Skagit 

County with additional tax revenue. In addition, construction of this renewable energy 

resource will help Washington meet its goal of 100 percent clean electricity supply as set forth 

in the Clean Energy Transformation Act, passed by the Washington legislature in 2019. 

 

These favorable and suitable characteristics ONLY exist because of the protected nature of the Skagit 

County Farmlands and the moratorium in place by Skagit County to restrict building and subdividing of 

this land.  

The EFSEC presented on the Expedited process per WAC 463-43-030 All parts of the expedited process 

state the compliance with City, county and regional land use plans is necessary.  

(2) The project is found to be consistent and in compliance with city, county, or 

regional land use plans. 

The current proposal should not be able to allowed into an expedited process, as it does 

not meet any of the county regional land use requirements. All parts of  WAC 463.43 

reference meeting county land use plans.  

WAC 463-43-080  

Recommendation—Transmittal to governor. 

Within sixty days following the granting of expedited processing or such later time as is mutually 
agreed by the applicant and the council, the council shall forward its recommendation, and if the 
recommendation is for approval, the council will also forward a copy of a draft site certification 
agreement to the governor. 

 

This drop-dead date would be August 27, 2024. Unless otherwise agreed upon by the EFSEC and the 

company. This is a critical timeline that was not provided to Citizens during the presentation. The Citizen 

was simply told the steps and not the actual dates. This has very bad optics for EFSEC, the county, the 

Governor’s office as well as the legislature.  

This process for citizens notifications is riddled with inconsistency, questions, and concerns. The County 

permitting found incorrect information in the engineering, design, and property environmental 

information. The fire dist. is woefully under trained and under equipped for any facility of this type in 

this area. FEMA has not been involved to help the county, EFSEC or the company to understand what 

would be needed if an evacuation would be required due to fire. Evacuation of livestock, schools, 

elderly, a local hospital. The long-term environmental impacts have not been properly researched 

because much of the required information is missing from the contractor. The project is proposed in a 

earthquake prone area, a lahar zone, a flood zone and within feet of residential properties.  

With all these concerns, questions, and lack of proper procedure being followed this project should be 

immediately rejected at this time for this location.  
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Sincerely,  

Connie Krier  

Connie Krier, SMS  

 

CC:  

EFSEC Committee  

Skagit County Council  

Fire Dist 8 

Sedro Woolley City Council  

Sedro Woolley Fire Department  

Skagit County Planning Department  

Brandi Kruse The Undivided 

Kiro 7 News / Komo 4 News / Q13 News  

Skagit Valley Herald  

WA Farm Bureau / Skagit Genuine / Skagit Farm association/  



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: tyminskikeith@gmail.com
Received: 2024-08-16T20:19:11+00:00
Subject: BESS Sedro-Woolley
Has attachment? False

External Email

EFSEC committee
This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye BESS warehouse project being reviewed, for Minkler Road in Sedro
Woolley.

My objection are due to the following concerns, and unanswered critical topics at this time.

The Environmental impact of this facility being located on property with a salmon creek that drains into the Skagit
River. The overall impact of irreparable damage to local agricultural farmland. The noise pollution that will be
produced by 14 acres of industrial fans running at maximum capacity 24/7, in an otherwise peaceful and quiet
farmland. With no noise pollution from industry.

The Human impact of this project in case of emergency (fire, flood, earthquake) if an evaluation is required no
emergency plan is currently in place. Our local emergency services only having 2 full time fire fighters in dist 8 and
not having adequate staffing or equipment for fighting a fire of this nature. The impact to human life, well water
and livestock if a fire were to occur in this area would be catastrophic. The proximity to residential homes, schools,
churches and organic farmlands all within a 1 mile radius is an unreasonably risky location for a facility of this type.

The government overreach of the EFSEC to allow a private for profit warehouses to circumvent local county zoning
and permitting, through an expedited process. The sole purpose of this stand alone facility is for the sale of a
commodity. This is non essential warehouse and could be built elsewhere with the same level of benefit to the
state, creating less impact to the environment and people.

This specific location provides no additional benefits to the state or citizens verses building this structure in an
industrial or commercial area. Grays Harbor and Chehalis BESS sites are located in industrial areas. The only
benefit received from this location, in a environmentally critical area and on historic agricultural farmlands, is a
lower building cost and higher profit margin for the privately owned for profit company.

Therefore as a citizen of this community who will be burdened with additional taxes to support emergency
services, and whose life could be forever impacted from this facility, I strongly oppose the permitting of this site
for Goldeneye BESS.

Sincerely,
Keith Tyminski

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: sheilaroppel892@gmail.com
Received: 2024-08-16T21:13:15+00:00
Subject: Battery storage facility
Has attachment? False

External Email

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1054570489577476/permalink/1055069082860950/?app=fbl

Attachments:

[]

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fgroups%2F1054570489577476%2Fpermalink%2F1055069082860950%2F%3Fapp%3Dfbl&data=05%7C02%7Ccomments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C9cdd1ed5907d436a38f208dcbe382637%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638594395949465212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C40000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BQSv69XesIO07wBrweEpoi2lYmOVZC6cM1stk9Ffb7Q%3D&reserved=0


To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: rubysbrenda@gmail.com
Received: 2024-08-16T21:16:27+00:00
Subject: Goldeneye BESS warehouse project on Minkler Rd
Has attachment? False

External Email

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
621 woodland square loop se
Lacey, WA 98503
EFSEC committee
This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye BESS warehouse project being reviewed, for
Minkler Road in Sedro Woolley.
My objection are due to the following concerns, and unanswered critical topics at this
time.
The Environmental impact of this facility being located on property with a salmon creek
that drains into the Skagit River. The overall impact of irreparable damage to local
agricultural farmland. The noise pollution that will be produced by 14 acres of industrial
fans running at maximum capacity 24/7, in an otherwise peaceful and quiet farmland.
With no noise pollution from industry.
The Human impact of this project in case of emergency (fire, flood, earthquake) if an
evacuation is required no emergency plan is currently in place. Our local emergency
services only having 2 full time fire fighters in Dist 8 and not having adequate staffing or
equipment for fighting a fire of this nature. The impact to human life, well water and
livestock if a fire were to occur in this area would be catastrophic. The proximity to
residential homes, schools, churches and organic farmlands all within a 1 mile radius is
an unreasonably risky location for a facility of this type.
This specific location provides no additional benefits to the state or citizens verses
building this structure in an industrial or commercial area. Grays Harbor and Chehalis
BESS sites are located in industrial areas. The only benefit received from this location, in
an environmentally critical area and on historic agricultural farmlands, is a lower building
cost and higher profit margin for the privately owned for profit company.
Therefore, as a citizen of this community who will be burdened with additional taxes to
support emergency services, and whose life could be forever impacted from this facility, I
strongly oppose the permitting of this site for Goldeneye BESS.
Sincerely,
Brenda Belisle
Sedro-Woolley home owner

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: erica98284@hotmail.com
Received: 2024-08-17T06:21:14+00:00
Subject: Sedro Woolley Project
Has attachment? False
External Email Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 621 woodland square loop se Lacey, WA 98503 EFSEC
committee This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye BESS warehouse project being reviewed, for Minkler Road in
Sedro Woolley. My objection are due to the following concerns, and unanswered critical topics at this time. The
Environmental impact of this facility being located on property with a salmon creek that drains into the Skagit
River. The overall impact of irreparable damage to local agricultural farmland. The noise pollution that will be
produced by 14 acres of industrial fans running at maximum capacity 24/7, in an otherwise peaceful and quiet
farmland. With no noise pollution from industry. The Human impact of this project in case of emergency (fire,
flood, earthquake) if an evacuation is required no emergency plan is currently in place. Our local emergency
services only having 2 full time fire fighters in Dist 8 and not having adequate staffing or equipment for fighting a
fire of this nature. The impact to human life, well water and livestock if a fire were to occur in this area would be
catastrophic. The proximity to residential homes, schools, churches and organic farmlands all within a 1 mile radius
is an unreasonably risky location for a facility of this type. This specific location provides no additional benefits to
the state or citizens verses building this structure in an industrial or commercial area. Grays Harbor and Chehalis
BESS sites are located in industrial areas. The only benefit received from this location, in an environmentally critical
area and on historic agricultural farmlands, is a lower building cost and higher profit margin for the privately
owned for profit company. Therefore, as a citizen of this community who will be burdened with additional taxes to
support emergency services, and whose life could be forever impacted from this facility, I strongly oppose the
permitting of this site for Goldeneye BESS. Sincerely, Erica Griffith Sent from my iPhone
Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov;commissioners@co.skagit.wa.us;zia.ahmed@efsec.wa.gov
From: cckrier@gmail.com
Received: 2024-08-19T21:53:32+00:00
Subject: goldeneye BESS oposition, due to housing crisis
Has attachment? False

External Email

To whom It may concern
This letter is to address EFSEC and their use of residential lands for BESS projects.

This state is in a long term housing crisis and allowing industrial style energy facilties to be built on lands
otherwise designated as residential is an anti housing practice.

This property in Sedro Woolley currently contains 2 livable residential dwellings (one of which is a rental) that will
be demolished to make way for this BESS facility. The contractor states only that "structures" will be removed, and
fails to mention the removal of 2 viable residential homes.

This move by WA state to circumvent local permitting, in order to destroy residential housing, for the profit of a
private energy firm is nothing less than corrupt.

Residential homes cannot be built in industrial areas, yet requesting permitting for industrial BESS facilties on
residential land is now becoming a normal practice for energy firms, due to EFSECs ability to take over permitting
from the county auhtority.

The removal of viable residential land from the market is not helpful to solve our housing crisis and in fact makes
it worse.

This practice will increase propery values making it harder for people to buy homes and land, make housing less
and more expensive, it will create higher costs for rent due to less housing and prevent cities from being able to
annex in otherwose viable county land for future housing needs.

This BESS facility is located in an area that could in time be easily annexed into the city of sedro woolley, for
additional subdivision and housing, due to its proximity to city limits.

These properties are not going on the market for sale to housing builders, but rather being cherry picked by
energy firms for their proximity to cities and easy ability to build upon. Both of thos qualities are the same
desirable traits for housing builders.

By using EFSEC these firm have no competition to these properties and no local interest in our housing crisis. This
is an abuse of EFSECs power, and is in contrast to its mission of bettering WA.

These BESS facilties being propsed, Like Goldeneye in Sedro Woolley, are a direct anti housing move by the state
of WA and will fuel our housing crisis and drive it further into dispare.

I oppose the Goldeneye BESS facilty.

Connie Krier



Attachments:

[]



From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Concerned citizen
Date: Tuesday, August 20, 2024 12:44:36 PM

From: Amanda Pederson <amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2024 12:21 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Re: Concerned citizen
 

External Email
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On Mon, Aug 19, 2024 at 10:38 AM Amanda Pederson <amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com> wrote:

mailto:amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com












 
 
On Wed, Aug 14, 2024 at 12:57 PM Amanda Pederson <amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com> wrote:

To whom this my concern, 
 
Hi I’m reaching out to voice my concerns on behalf of myself, my family, our community here at the Van Fleet Mobile Home Park and residents of Sedro Woolley, WA. 
 
This proposal has raised huge concerns among many people who live near the surrounding area of this proposed project. If this project is approved the city of Sedro Woolley will be placing the lives of it’s tax paying citizens in immense fear and uncertainty of the future for their lives and potentially at fault for the deaths of many. These dangers should be considered when it comes to protecting the lives of the people of our community. 
 
I’m a full time single stay at home disabled mother of two young children. I own my mobile home in the Van fleet mobile home park but rent a space. I’m on a fixed income, how am I supposed to pay to move my home to insure the safety of my children. I cannot afford to sell and rent somewhere else with the way the economy is. I have searched every avenue possible and I found no solution for my situation if this proposal were to pass. Is this city of Sedro Woolley going to pay to move my
home to a safer neighborhood? 
All I want for my children is for them to be safe, healthy and happy.
 I never thought I would have to stress over something such as this. I have Multiple Sclerosis and Fibromyalgia and stress triggers relapses so I’m really trying not to worry too much. I’m praying that God protects us and this situation. 
I have many questions and if this passes I will be seeking legal advice and action, as well as many others. 
 
Thank you for your time and God bless. 
 
Amanda Pederson 
360 941-1614
Amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com
24919 Hoehn Rd unit 48
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 
 
 
 
 

mailto:amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com
mailto:Amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com


To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: klcummings6860@icloud.com
Received: 2024-08-20T03:23:48+00:00
Subject: Goldeneye BESS warehouse
Has attachment? False

External Email

EFSEC committee
This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye BESS warehouse project being reviewed, for Minkler Road in Sedro
Woolley.

My objection are due to the following concerns, and unanswered critical topics at this time.

The Environmental impact of this facility being located on property with a salmon creek that drains into the Skagit
River. The overall impact of irreparable damage to local agricultural farmland. The noise pollution that will be
produced by 14 acres of industrial fans running at maximum capacity 24/7, in an otherwise peaceful and quiet
farmland. With no noise pollution from industry.

The Human impact of this project in case of emergency (fire, flood, earhquake) if an evacution is required no
emergency plan is currently in place. Our local emergency services only having 2 full time fire fighters in dist 8 and
not having adequate staffing or equipment for fighting a fire of this nature. The impact to human life, well water
and livestock if a fire were to occur in this area would be catstophic. The proximity to residential homes, schools,
churches and organic farmlands all within a 1 mile radius is an unreasonably risky location for a facility of this type.

The government overreach of the EFSEC to allow a private for profit warehouses to circumvent local county zoning
and permitting, through an expidited process. Tge sole pupose of this stand alone facility is for the sale of a
commodity. This is non essential warehouse and could be built elsewhere with the same level of benefit to the
state, creating less impact to the environment and people.

This specific location provides no additional benefits to the state or citizens verses building this structure in an
industrial or commercial area. Grays Harbor and Chehalis BESS sites are located in industrial areas. The only
benefit recieved from this location, in a environmentally critical area and on historic agricultural farmlands, is a
lower building cost and higher profit margin for the privately owned for profit company.

Therefore as a citizen of this community who will be burdened with additional taxes to support emergency
services, and whose life could be forever impacted from this facility, I strongly oppose the permitting of this site
for Goldeneye BESS.

Sincerely,
Katherine Cummings

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-08-20T15:31:13+00:00
Subject: FW: Additional comments on the proposed Goldeneye battery storage facility from Friends of Skagit
County
Has attachment? False

From: Ellen Bynum <skye@cnw.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 20, 2024 8:30:50 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Cc: Commissioner Lisa Janicki, BOCC <ljanicki@co.skagit.wa.us>; Commissioner Ron Wesen, BOCC
<ronw@co.skagit.wa.us>; Commissioner Peter Browning <pbrowning@co.skagit.wa.us>; Skagit County PD&S
Comments <pdscomments@co.skagit.wa.us>; Robby Eckroth, AICP, PDS Sr. Planner
<reckroth@co.skagit.wa.us>; Jack Moore, Director, SCPD&S <jrmoore@co.skagit.wa.us>; Sarah Stoner
<sstoner@co.skagit.wa.us>; Justin Hayton - Ag. Adv. Board <Northfork.inc@gmail.com>; Michael Hughes,
Chair - Ag. Adv. Board <michael@hughesfarms.net>; Cindy Kleinhuizen - Ag. Adv. Board
<ckdoubleo11@hotmail.com>; Nels Lagerlund - Ag. Adv. Board <lagerwood1@frontier.com>; John Morrison -
Ag. Adv. Board <johnmorrisonfarms@gmail.com>; Kim Mower - Ag. Adv. Board <k.mower@yahoo.com>;
Steve Omdal - Port of Skagit <steve@portofskagit.com>; Terry Sapp - SC Ag Adv. Board
<tfsapp@gmail.com>; Steve Skrinde - Ag. Adv. Board <steveskrinde@gmail.com>; Deidre Stroosma
<stroosma5@yahoo.com>; Michael Trafton - Ag. Adv. Board <telesis.trafton@gmail.com>; Steve Wright - Ag.
Adv. Board <swright@farmersequip.com>; Tammy Candler, Vice-Chair - SCPC <tcandler@skagitgov.net>;
Vince Henley - SCPC <vhenley@skagitgov.net>; Amy Hughes - SCPC <ahughes@skagitgov.net>; Jen
Hutchison - SCPC <jhutchison@skagitgov.net>; Kathy Mitchell - SCPC <kmitchell@skagitgov.net>; Tim
Raschko, Chair, SCPC <timr@skagitgov.net>; Martha Rose - SCPC <mrose@skagitgov.net>; Joe
Woodmansee - SCPC <JWoodmansee@skagitgov.net>; Kim Good Rubenstein, Pres. SPF <kimkce@aim.com>
Subject: Additional comments on the proposed Goldeneye battery storage facility from Friends of Skagit
County

External Email

Resource lands under the 19990 Growth Management Act (GMA) are farms, forests and mineral lands. The GMA required counties to
first identify and protect all of the natural resource lands (NRLs) to conserve and protect the economic base of most rural counties.
Once identified and protected by zoning these lands could only be converted to other zones and uses if there was a mapping error in
the Comprehensive Plans, a change in the state law or through a Special Use Permit.

From past Growth Management Hearings Board Cases brought in Skagit County:
• A DR which allows non-agricultural uses in an agricultural RL and does not require such use to be temporary and does not prohibit
leaching of toxins, does not comply with the GMA and the county’s own agricultural conservation policies. Evergreen v. Skagit County
00-2-0046c (FDO, 2-6-
01)
• Where a DR allows a number of uses in RLs, which fail to comply with recent State Supreme Court decisions such uses fail to comply
with the GMA. Requiring a special use permit does not remedy this failure to comply. Evergreen v. Skagit County 00-2-0046c (FDO,
2-6-01) Emphasis added.

The Skagit County Code SCC 14.16.900 Special use permit requires at (A) The proposed use will be compatible with existing and
planned land use.

We disagree that the proposed use complies with the Skagit County Code or is compatible with existing and planned land use. The
RCWs and Skagit County Codes require that land zoned Agriculture - Natural Resource Lands (Ag-NRL) must be used for farming and
agricultural activities and that accessory uses must also be soil-dependent, farming related activities. This project does not qualify for
being sited in Ag-NRL regardless of how convenient, advantageous or profitable it is for Goldeneye to purchase, develop and operate.

Goldeneye BESS has abandoned the Skagit County Special Use Permit process in favor of the EFSECs certification process which does



not appear to consider the requirements of RCW 36.70A.103. State agencies required to comply with comprehensive plans that
states:
"...State agencies shall comply with the local comprehensive plans and development regulations and amendments thereto adopted
pursuant to this chapter except as otherwise provided ... (and) do not affect the state's authority to site any other essential public facility
under RCW 36.070A.200 in conformance with local comprehensive plans and development regulations adopted pursuant to chapter
36.70A RCW. Emphasis added.

RCW 36.70A.200 Siting of essential public facilities - Limitation on liability (Effective until Jan. 1, 2026.) states at (b) "...Unless a facility is
expressly listed in (a) of this subsection...". The Goldeneye BESS is NOT an essential public facility.

The Rural Clean Energy Legislative Report as required by the 2021-2023 Capital Budget section 1064(14)(a) focuses on agricultural
related energy programs. The report ignores WA State law RCW 36.70A.103.

Sec. 9. RCW 80.50.090 and 2006 c c205 s 3 and 206 c 196 s 6 were reenacted and amended to read as follows:
"... (2) Subsequent to the information public hearing, the council shall conduct a public hearing to determine whether or not the
proposed site is consistent and in compliance with city, county, or regional and use plans or zoning ordinances...on the date of the
application...".

The public notice in the County Commissioners' Agenda did not include a notice of the second public hearing that was held after the
first information hearing. The Public Notice in the Skagit Valley Herald did include a notice of the land use hearing. Neither notice cited
the requirements of RCW 36.70A.103.

Neither the Land Use Consistency Review by TetraTec nor the Dudek memo of August 15, 2023 Alternatives Analysis for the Goldeneye
Energy Storage Project Special Use Application File #PL23-023 considers RCW 36.70A.103.

We have seen no cumulative impacts review of the proximity to existing businesses operating via special use permits as required under
SCC 14.16.900 (I).

Neither the Public Informational Hearing or the Land Use Consistency Hearing held August 13, 2024 at Sedro Woolley included
information regarding state agencies required compliance with RCW RCW 36.70A.103 and analysis of compliance with local
comprehensive plans and development regulations.

The announcement for the August 13th meetings states that the application for certification (ASC) for the project had already been
submitted to the WA EFSEC.

The proposed use IS NOT allowed in the Ag-NRL zone in the Skagit Comprehensive Plan, policies or codes. Skagit County has a long
history of denying requests to use farmland for non-agricultural commercial uses, starting before the Growth Management Act passed
in 1990.

Ag-NRLs are so classified by the type of soils they contain. Skagit's different soils types are recognized as the top 1-2% in yield per acre
in the world. In 1925 Skagit potato farms produced the highest yield per acre in the U.S. from Skagit's farmland soils. Skagit County's
commitment to conserving these soils for food and fiber production has continued from the time the area was drained and diked for
farming. The Farmland Legacy Program, a local tax to purchase development rights off of farmland, started because a County survey
showed that more than 90% of Skagitonians supported preserving farmland.

Friends of Skagit County asks that the EFSEC deny certification to the Goldeneye BESS on the proposed 15 acres of Ag-NRL and
requests the proponent(s) find other land that would be in compliance with the Skagit County Comprehensive Plan, policies and codes
as well as the WA State Growth Management Act.

Ellen Bynum, Executive Director
Friends of Skagit County
PO Box 2632 (mailing)
419 S. Main St., #207
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-2632
360-419-0988; friends@fidalgo.net
www.friendsofskagitcounty.org
“A valley needs FRIENDS”
Since 1994 - Common Goals - Common Ground - Common Good
DONATE NOW at Network for Good.
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From: Bjorn Lunde
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Lithium Plant near Sedro Wooley
Date: Thursday, August 22, 2024 12:51:31 PM
Attachments: LithiumPlant_20240822.pdf

External Email

I oppose the proposed site: Please see the attached letter.
Thanks for your careful consideration!

mailto:bergenbjornl@gmail.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov









From: Joshua Pelonio
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Cc: DOR Skagit County Leg Authority; jcarpenter@skagitfire8.org; fwagner@sedro-woolley.gov;

skagitfire16@gmail.com
Subject: Goldeneye BESS Application - Opposition Letter
Date: Monday, August 26, 2024 3:36:24 PM
Attachments: Goldeneye BESS Opposition Letter.pdf

External Email

Good afternoon,

Please find the attached letter opposing the application for the proposed Battery Energy
Storage System sited in Skagit County.

Respectfully, 

Josh Pelonio
1218 Bradley Ct
Burlington, WA 98233
425-503-3605

mailto:josh_pelonio@icloud.com
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:commissioners@co.skagit.wa.us
mailto:jcarpenter@skagitfire8.org
mailto:fwagner@sedro-woolley.gov
mailto:skagitfire16@gmail.com



August 26, 2024 


 


Energy Facil ity Site Evaluation Council  


621 Woodland Square Loop SE 


Lacey, WA 98503 


 


To Whom It May Concern: 


This letter is in strong opposition to the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) by Goldfinch Energy Storage, LLC to be 


sited on agricultural land adjacent to Hansen Creek in unincorporated Skagit County. I have numerous concerns regarding this 


project, but as an emergency services professional, I will  focus on the fire and hazardous material risks  to the community and the 


potential impact on our local emergency services. 


In April  2019, a thermal chain-reaction caused by a faulty battery system triggered an unexpected explosion of batteries on fire in an 


Arizona energy storage facil ity that ultimately injured eight firefighters (See Firefighter Safety Research Institute Report). The Arizona 


BESS facil ity had a capacity of 2 MW AC/2.16 MWh. By comparison the one proposed in Skagit County has a significantly higher 


capacity of 200 MW AC/800 MWh. 


Reviewing the materials  submitted by the applicant, Attachment N: Fire Protection Plan (on page 5) l ists fire stations in proximity to 


the project as: Sedro-Woolley Fire Department, Skagit County Fire District 6 (which is incorrect and provides an incorrect address of 


28406 East Gill igan Creek Road), Skagit County Fire District 16, and Skagit County Fire District 8. The plan fails to acknowledge that 


these agencies are primarily staffed by volunteers and fails to describe or in any way address the capacity of these agencies to 


respond to and mitigate a fire and/or hazardous materials incident at the proposed project. The response to a fire and/or hazardous 


materials incident of any size at this facil ity would have a significant i mpact on the capacity of the local  emergency response system 


throughout Skagit County and the surrounding region.   


The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) bulletin dated August 2022 titled “Recommended Fire Department Response to 


Energy Storage Systems” recognizes that compromised lithium-ion batteries can produce significant amounts of flammable gases 


with potential risk of deflagration and fire. Recommended fire department actions include: defensive operations, allowing the fire to 


burn itself out, applying water to neighboring battery enclosures and exposures to further mitigate the spread of the haza rds, not 


entering the structure and “in all  cases contact manufacturer technical support as soon as possible.” 


Interestingly, the submitted Attachment N: Fire Protection Plan (Page 11) states “Plant will  have minimal responders available to 


handle a fire incident” and “Skagit County with Sedro-Woolley Fire Authorities will  determine who shall be considered the prime 


responder to a fire event at the plan.” This deflective approach to pre-incident planning at a high-risk BESS facil ity in our community 


is inadequate, incomplete, and unacceptable. Please require that the applicant provide an actual fire protection plan which includes 


the review and input of local fire authorities and prioritizes the safety of the public and our first responders . 


 


Respectfully, 


 


 


Joshua C. Pelonio 


1218 Bradley Ct 


Burlington, WA 98233 


425-503-3605 


 


CC: Governor Jay Inslee 


       Skagit County Commissioners  


       Sedro-Wooley Fire Department 


       Skagit County Fire District 8 


       Skagit County Fire District 16 



https://d1gi3fvbl0xj2a.cloudfront.net/files/2021-07/Four_Firefighters_Injured_In_Lithium_Ion_Battery_ESS_Explosion_Arizona_0.pdf

https://www.efsec.wa.gov/sites/default/files/goldeneye-energy-storage-project/application/Goldeneye%20ASC_Attachment%20N_Fire%20Protection%20Plan.pdf

https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/1fire-prev/iafcresponseessfires.pdf

https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/1fire-prev/iafcresponseessfires.pdf

https://www.efsec.wa.gov/sites/default/files/goldeneye-energy-storage-project/application/Goldeneye%20ASC_Attachment%20N_Fire%20Protection%20Plan.pdf





August 26, 2024 

 

Energy Facil ity Site Evaluation Council  

621 Woodland Square Loop SE 

Lacey, WA 98503 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is in strong opposition to the proposed Battery Energy Storage System (“BESS”) by Goldfinch Energy Storage, LLC to be 

sited on agricultural land adjacent to Hansen Creek in unincorporated Skagit County. I have numerous concerns regarding this 

project, but as an emergency services professional, I will  focus on the fire and hazardous material risks  to the community and the 

potential impact on our local emergency services. 

In April  2019, a thermal chain-reaction caused by a faulty battery system triggered an unexpected explosion of batteries on fire in an 

Arizona energy storage facil ity that ultimately injured eight firefighters (See Firefighter Safety Research Institute Report). The Arizona 

BESS facil ity had a capacity of 2 MW AC/2.16 MWh. By comparison the one proposed in Skagit County has a significantly higher 

capacity of 200 MW AC/800 MWh. 

Reviewing the materials  submitted by the applicant, Attachment N: Fire Protection Plan (on page 5) l ists fire stations in proximity to 

the project as: Sedro-Woolley Fire Department, Skagit County Fire District 6 (which is incorrect and provides an incorrect address of 

28406 East Gill igan Creek Road), Skagit County Fire District 16, and Skagit County Fire District 8. The plan fails to acknowledge that 

these agencies are primarily staffed by volunteers and fails to describe or in any way address the capacity of these agencies to 

respond to and mitigate a fire and/or hazardous materials incident at the proposed project. The response to a fire and/or hazardous 

materials incident of any size at this facil ity would have a significant i mpact on the capacity of the local  emergency response system 

throughout Skagit County and the surrounding region.   

The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) bulletin dated August 2022 titled “Recommended Fire Department Response to 

Energy Storage Systems” recognizes that compromised lithium-ion batteries can produce significant amounts of flammable gases 

with potential risk of deflagration and fire. Recommended fire department actions include: defensive operations, allowing the fire to 

burn itself out, applying water to neighboring battery enclosures and exposures to further mitigate the spread of the haza rds, not 

entering the structure and “in all  cases contact manufacturer technical support as soon as possible.” 

Interestingly, the submitted Attachment N: Fire Protection Plan (Page 11) states “Plant will  have minimal responders available to 

handle a fire incident” and “Skagit County with Sedro-Woolley Fire Authorities will  determine who shall be considered the prime 

responder to a fire event at the plan.” This deflective approach to pre-incident planning at a high-risk BESS facil ity in our community 

is inadequate, incomplete, and unacceptable. Please require that the applicant provide an actual fire protection plan which includes 

the review and input of local fire authorities and prioritizes the safety of the public and our first responders . 

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Joshua C. Pelonio 

1218 Bradley Ct 

Burlington, WA 98233 

425-503-3605 

 

CC: Governor Jay Inslee 

       Skagit County Commissioners  

       Sedro-Wooley Fire Department 

       Skagit County Fire District 8 

       Skagit County Fire District 16 

https://d1gi3fvbl0xj2a.cloudfront.net/files/2021-07/Four_Firefighters_Injured_In_Lithium_Ion_Battery_ESS_Explosion_Arizona_0.pdf
https://www.efsec.wa.gov/sites/default/files/goldeneye-energy-storage-project/application/Goldeneye%20ASC_Attachment%20N_Fire%20Protection%20Plan.pdf
https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/1fire-prev/iafcresponseessfires.pdf
https://www.iafc.org/docs/default-source/1fire-prev/iafcresponseessfires.pdf
https://www.efsec.wa.gov/sites/default/files/goldeneye-energy-storage-project/application/Goldeneye%20ASC_Attachment%20N_Fire%20Protection%20Plan.pdf


To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: thedevinhouse@gmail.com
Received: 2024-08-26T01:01:45+00:00
Subject: EFSEC/ Bess SW Wa
Has attachment? False
External Email Comments@efsec.wa.gov Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 621 woodland square loop se
Lacey, WA 98503 If you just have no idea what to say or how to say it, just copy and paste this and sign your
name. This is a starting point to get your mind working feel free to copy and modify. Just get a letter sent so they
are inundated before their Wednesday update meeting. EFSEC committee This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye
BESS warehouse project being reviewed, for Minkler Road in Sedro Woolley. My objection are due to the following
concerns, and unanswered critical topics at this time. The Environmental impact of this facility being located on
property with a salmon creek that drains into the Skagit River. The overall impact of irreparable damage to local
agricultural farmland. The noise pollution that will be produced by 14 acres of industrial fans running at maximum
capacity 24/7, in an otherwise peaceful and quiet farmland. With no noise pollution from industry. The Human
impact of this project in case of emergency (fire, flood, earhquake) if an evacution is required no emergency plan
is currently in place. Our local emergency services only having 2 full time fire fighters in dist 8 and not having
adequate staffing or equipment for fighting a fire of this nature. The impact to human life, well water and livestock
if a fire were to occur in this area would be catstophic. The proximity to residential homes, schools, churches and
organic farmlands all within a 1 mile radius is an unreasonably risky location for a facility of this type. The
government overreach of the EFSEC to allow a private for profit warehouses to circumvent local county zoning and
permitting, through an expidited process. Tge sole pupose of this stand alone facility is for the sale of a
commodity. This is non essential warehouse and could be built elsewhere with the same level of benefit to the
state, creating less impact to the environment and people. This specific location provides no additional benefits to
the state or citizens verses building this structure in an industrial or commercial area. Grays Harbor and Chehalis
BESS sites are located in industrial areas. The only benefit recieved from this location, in a environmentally critical
area and on historic agricultural farmlands, is a lower building cost and higher profit margin for the privately
owned for profit company. Therefore as a citizen of this community who will be burdened with additional taxes to
support emergency services, and whose life could be forever impacted from this facility, I strongly oppose the
permitting of this site for Goldeneye BESS. Sincerely, Casey Haugness 360-224-4925 Sent from my iPhone
Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: thedevinhouse@gmail.com
Received: 2024-08-26T01:03:07+00:00
Subject: Goldeneye / Bess Project
Has attachment? False
External Email Comments@efsec.wa.gov Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 621 woodland square loop se
Lacey, WA 98503 If you just have no idea what to say or how to say it, just copy and paste this and sign your
name. This is a starting point to get your mind working feel free to copy and modify. Just get a letter sent so they
are inundated before their Wednesday update meeting. EFSEC committee This letter is to oppose the Goldeneye
BESS warehouse project being reviewed, for Minkler Road in Sedro Woolley. My objection are due to the following
concerns, and unanswered critical topics at this time. The Environmental impact of this facility being located on
property with a salmon creek that drains into the Skagit River. The overall impact of irreparable damage to local
agricultural farmland. The noise pollution that will be produced by 14 acres of industrial fans running at maximum
capacity 24/7, in an otherwise peaceful and quiet farmland. With no noise pollution from industry. The Human
impact of this project in case of emergency (fire, flood, earhquake) if an evacution is required no emergency plan
is currently in place. Our local emergency services only having 2 full time fire fighters in dist 8 and not having
adequate staffing or equipment for fighting a fire of this nature. The impact to human life, well water and livestock
if a fire were to occur in this area would be catstophic. The proximity to residential homes, schools, churches and
organic farmlands all within a 1 mile radius is an unreasonably risky location for a facility of this type. The
government overreach of the EFSEC to allow a private for profit warehouses to circumvent local county zoning and
permitting, through an expidited process. Tge sole pupose of this stand alone facility is for the sale of a
commodity. This is non essential warehouse and could be built elsewhere with the same level of benefit to the
state, creating less impact to the environment and people. This specific location provides no additional benefits to
the state or citizens verses building this structure in an industrial or commercial area. Grays Harbor and Chehalis
BESS sites are located in industrial areas. The only benefit recieved from this location, in a environmentally critical
area and on historic agricultural farmlands, is a lower building cost and higher profit margin for the privately
owned for profit company. Therefore as a citizen of this community who will be burdened with additional taxes to
support emergency services, and whose life could be forever impacted from this facility, I strongly oppose the
permitting of this site for Goldeneye BESS. Sincerely, Judi Haugness 360-224-4925 Sent from my iPhone
Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-08-28T05:26:39+00:00
Subject: FW: Ladycabella completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture
Has attachment? False

From: Comments WA EFSEC <notifications@engagementhq.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2024 10:26:27 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Ladycabella completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture

External Email

Ladycabella just submitted the survey Share your comment, upload a document or a picture with the responses
below.

Name

Erika Wudtke

Email

ladycabella@gmail.com

Are you part of an Agency or Organization?

No

Share any comment

This project is located on property which crosses Hansen Creek and is spawning ground to anadromous
salmon. Hansen Creek flows into the Skagit river, which is one of the largest and longest rivers in Washington
State supporting many species of wild salmon which the upper Skagit Tribes depend upon. It is adjacent to
rural farm land which supports food growth and production for the residents of the State of Washington and



beyond. There are private residences located near the proposed site. There are schools and hospitals located
nearby. This is rural property which demands protection from projects such a these. Yes, there is a dire need to
upgrade the power grid all over the United States. However, at what cost? Why is this type of project even
being considered after all of the talking points mentioned above? There are miles and miles of desert land in
eastern Washington which make much more sense for such a project as this. All in the name of satisfying state,
federal, and world SDG's? Shame on Jay Inslee, policy makers, politicians and the contractor for even
attempting to force this upon the residents of Skagit County in the name of pushing the green agenda, which
is grossly flawed. Case in point, think of lithium and cobalt mining production and the cost to the environment
while financially feeding the beast of greed as more and more electronic devices, appliances, machinery, cars,
etc. are being introduced and forced into an outdated electrical grid. Lithium battery storage is dangerous and
can be fatal to wildlife, humans and property. If a leak, fire, lack of safety compliance resulting in hazardous
waste spills, or even sabotage via terrorism or domestic vandalism were to occur it would be catastrophic to
this valley. Property does not recover from such as this even after clean-up mitigation. I urge those in your
office to change your minds about this current site. Please consider unpopulated areas on the eastern side of
the state which make more sense to protect our valuable and irreplaceable lands that our residents are proud
of and treasure. The farmers and residents of the Skagit Valley take the stewardship of these lands seriously
and we expect our elected officials and those in policy making positions to do the same. Respectfully, Erika
Wudtke

Did you also share a video?

No

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-08-31T02:43:23+00:00
Subject: FW: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture
Has attachment? False

From: Comments WA EFSEC <notifications@engagementhq.com>
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 7:43:11 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture

External Email

Anonymous User just submitted the survey Share your comment, upload a document or a picture with the
responses below.

Name

Tina Rockafellow

Email

nvsmom68@gmail.com

Are you part of an Agency or Organization?

No

Share any comment

Sedro Woolley is opposed! My husband and I are opposed to this facility or any type of facility that
undermines our agricultural land, our property, our waterways, our wildlife and our rivers/lakes. For 10 years I
was a part of the Salmon Conversation thru our school district and the state. Each year I was given the privilege
to raise 350 Coho salmon eggs at our elementary school. I taught our students the duty and responsibilities of



caring for our waterways, the life cycle of our native fish and the importance of being good stewards to our
land. Every spring, I would release our fry into Hansen Creek. I prayed that each of them made their journey to
the Skagit river and out to the mouth to grow and come back. You will destroy this creek. It will destroy the
Magic Skagit! This facility is less than a mile from our home. There are 5 schools with in walking distance of our
home. Just around the corner from us is a memory care facilty, a group home and down the street are
apartment buildings with elderly and the handicapped. There is no "if" there is a fire or a critical
emergency.....but when! And I've read your reports about the noise, and I've read from others ......you'll run
those coolers long and often! The noise will be impactful. Not just to humans but to ALL wildlife! We have a
healthy population of migratory birds and bald eagles, these will also be impacted. It's a hard pass from us.
Please do the right thing and locate this in a more appropriate area away from humans, waterways, wildlife,
and drinking water. We will all be at the meeting on the 4th! Russ and Tina Rockafellow

Did you also share a video?

No

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: bobwarner1955@gmail.com
Received: 2024-09-01T00:32:21+00:00
Subject:

Has attachment? False

External Email

The Sedro-Woolley site is too close to homes, schools, Hanson Creek, the Skagit River, Judy Reservoir, the
downstream Anacortes water treatment plant which supplies both Anacortes and Whidbey Island. If this facility
caught fire or exploded it would cause a nightmare for the surrounding community. The potential for human and
environmental damage is too great . For these reasons this location is not suitable for a dangerous battery storage
facility. I trust that you will agree with this assessment and put a halt on this project.

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: speakout@fidalgo.net
Received: 2024-09-05T04:42:15+00:00
Subject: Goldeneye Bess Site
Has attachment? False

External Email

Dear State of Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluators

RE: Goldeneye BESS Project, Sedro Woolley, WA 98284

As a resident of Skagit County, living just 4.8 miles from the proposed Goldeneye BESS facility, I am writing to express my
strong opposition to this project.

I stand in solidarity with the Skagit County Board of Commissioners in opposing this facility. The site is in a critical area,
with Hansen Creek bordering the facility and the Skagit River only a mile away.

I share the concern that this project threatens decades of work and millions of dollars invested in the restoration of Hansen
Creek. The Hansen Creek Alluvial Fan and Wetland Restoration Project has been highly successful. This year alone, I have
witnessed beavers, herons, bald eagles, trumpeter swans, belted kingfishers, wood ducks, mallards, coots, grebes, bitterns,
and many other species thriving in these wetlands. Hansen Creek is also home to four species of Pacific salmon, including
our vulnerable Chinook (listed on the Endangered Species Act), as well as steelhead trout and other wildlife. This project
endangers not only these species but also the way of life for our indigenous tribes and other citizens of Skagit County.

Given the pressing threats posed by climate change, it is imperative that we protect fragile ecosystems like Hansen Creek and
its associated wetlands. Even the Goldeneye project’s own documentation acknowledges the environmental sensitivity of this
area. According to the EFSEC Solar Application for the Goldeneye Energy Storage Project (Page 155, First Paragraph):

"Hansen Creek has fish presence and is designated critical habitat for Chinook salmon (Puget Sound Evolutionarily
Significant Unit) and steelhead (Puget Sound Distinct Population Segment). Additionally, the stream is also designated as
NOAA EFH for the following species: Chinook salmon, coho salmon, and pink salmon."

The Washington State Department of Ecology also states:

"Hansen Creek supports chinook, coho, chum, and pink salmon, as well as steelhead and other native trout species."

I am not in opposition of other BESS projects in Skagit, the are going to be located in more industrial areas. In closing, I urge
you to listen to the concerns of the Skagitonians and to the land itself. Please halt the Goldeneye BESS project.

Sincerely,
Judith Phillips

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: elev461@ECY.WA.GOV
Received: 2024-09-06T20:04:43+00:00
Subject: FW: Sedro-Woolley not the place for the Goldeneye Battery Storage Facility
Has attachment? False

From: Bob Warner <bobwarner1955@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, September 6, 2024 9:46 AM
To: Gillingham, Kellie (ECY) <KART461@ECY.WA.GOV>
Subject: Sedro-Woolley not the place for the Goldeneye Battery Storage Facility

External Email

Thank you for youremail. Does the EFSEC and Governor have the ability to supercede any ecological
consideration in regard to this project including the State of Washington Department of Ecology?
That is what we are being told by Skagit County and the City of Sedro-Woolley. Could you get
clarification on this matter? I am concerned that the Bonneville Power Administration, Puget Sound
Energy and their LLC sub contractors. Will steamroll this project without any oversight with the
Governor's "Green Energy Mandate".
Thank you for your help in this matter.
Sincerely,
Bob Warner

Attachments:

[]

mailto:bobwarner1955@gmail.com
mailto:KART461@ECY.WA.GOV


To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: devinhousedesign@gmail.com
Received: 2024-09-08T00:19:41+00:00
Subject: Golden Eye - Sedro Woolley
Has attachment? False
External Email OPPOSING ! Opposing Golden Eye - it is being proposed just east of town on 14 Acres of AG zoned
land. This property sits within 2 miles of the core of our community. With SFR residences, small farms and a Mobile
Home Park within a short walking distance. This project is being streamlined PASSED the local City and County
Permitting process. Giving no power to meet normal guidelines. This is a HIGH risk project for our community for
many reasons. First of all - Hanson Creek runs thru this property, which has 5 species of salmon in this creek .
Hansen creek drains directly into Skagit River. Which is used as a water source for both Skagit County , along with
Island County This is A Risk - Hanson Creek often floods over its banks. Which can cause a fire. Even if you put
your 60,000 Cubic yards of fill in as you are projecting to do. The flood waters will then flood in different directions
and onto parcels that have never been effected before - Another Risk A fire would require evacuation within a 2
mile up to 4 mile radius. Or shelter in place above that zone. Another Risk - The batteries can also leak causing
release of deadly gases-Seepage into the ground effecting private wells and if it were to reach the Skagit River it
would be Catastrophic. Another Risk -6 Schools sit within this evacuation zone. Another Risk - This projects
projected lifetime is 20 years and then it will be decommissioned. Leaving 14 acres of Ag land useless and
contaminated. Another Risk and horrible loss of valuable Skagit Valley AG land - Property values will be affected
by this project as well. Another Risk My husband and I have lived in SW for the past 12 years. We have invested in
our community, Our Historical Home and we Love our community. These Green projects need to be regulated. Yes
, that is what they are called a GREEN PROJECT -kind of a joke isn’t it . Laws need to be changed on where they
can be built. The risks are too high for any community. The process needs to be changed. And changed NOW !
The restrictions need to be made for the cities and counties to have say on what is built around them and in their
community. NH The time is now for our community to stand up and oppose this project and any other ones that
might try to be built in Skagit County. You want to take our AG Land , jeopardize our waterways, jeopardize our
wildlife , and most of all jeopardizes our citizens safety. And for what ? To store power onto your batteries , and
sell to the highest bidder out of state While our citizens and community take on all the risks. Sincerely Judi
Haugness 360-224-4925 Sent from my iPhone
Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-09-09T22:02:22+00:00
Subject: FW: Goldeneye Bess Project
Has attachment? False

From: Kathy Sutton <katsutton97@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, September 9, 2024 2:37 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: Goldeneye Bess Project

External Email

To: Kathleen Drew, EFSEC Chair and Sonia Bumpus, EFSEC Director

This letter of concern is being presented in regards to the proposed Goldeneye Bess project in Sedro-Wolley.
The proposed location is not appropriate for this type of project. It is not common sense to put a BESS in a
residential area, and on Ag-NRL designated land.

The proposed BESS has raised many concerns from local citizens, neighbors of the proposed site, the Skagit
County Commissioners, the City of Sedro-Woolley Council, the Upper Skagit Tribe, the Port of Skagit, the
Skagit River System Cooperative, and so many others. The risk to our community is far too great, with few
resources available to us should the worst happen.

Hansen Creek runs through the proposed property, and is home to all five species of the pacific salmon, which
in turn is the main food source for the Pacific Orcas. Hansen Creek has been the focus of restoration for the last
several decades, mainly by the Upper Skagit Tribe, and the Skagit River System Cooperative. There are many
miles of area around the surrounding Hansen Creek area that have been restored to create a healthy habitat,
for the salmon, birds, and other wildlife. The Hansen Creek area is also home to elk, deer, bobcat, cougars,
many types of bird life, we have a large population of hawks and eagles. The Chinook salmon and others that
inhabit the creek are considered either a federally threatened species, or are a species of concern (as is stated
in the Goldeneye Energy Storage Project Application.)

The parcel of property selected for the proposed BESS is also located in the 100 year flood plain. This parcel
has been know to severely flood in the past, previously washing out a portion of the roadway. Should any part
of the project be undercut by flood waters, it has great potential to create an emergency situation with the
lithium batteries stored on the site. During a flood, this site may not be accessible with the flood waters high
for maintenance or safety measures. My understanding is that these batteries can be quite volatile under the
right circumstances, and water does not mix well with these batteries. If there is a thermal runaway for
whatever reason, any water used on the control of the burn, as well as any flood waters that may run through
the property will then flow into Hansen Creek, and from there to the Skagit River. Judy Reservoir is located
across the Skagit River and supplies most of Skagit County with water. Judy reservoir obtains its main water
from local creeks and streams, and during certain times of the year, Judy Reservoir will divert water from the
Skagit River. Should either Hansen Creek, and therefore the Skagit River become contaminated during a BESS
disaster, the entire water source for the Skagit Valley could be contaminated and not consumable.

Should there be an incident created by these batteries, and an evacuation ordered, please know that within the
estimated evacuation area exists:

Sedro-Woolley School District:



Administrative offices

6 elementary schools

middle school

2 high schools

Northern State Recreational area and campus, Cascade Job Corps Center, the Upper Skagit Tribe

many parks and playgrounds, churches, the hospital, a mobile home park-right next door to the proposed site.

City of Sedro-Woolley Downtown area:

Local Businesses

Hotels and Accommodations

City Hall, fire and police stations

Day care for children

Local health services

United General Hospital

Farms, livestock and organic, working farm land

Our annual Logger Rodeo, July 4th parade, fun run, which draws many people from out of town.

If such an incident, or thermal runaway to occur, and there was an immediate evacuation order placed, where
do you start evacuating? Which schools to you choose first? Which churches or homes? There are not enough
resources in this area to cover this type of catastrophe. It is not a safe location for this type of project, and
would be a jeopardy to the city of Sedro-Woolley, and possibly Skagit County.

I strongly oppose this project.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Kathryn Sutton



Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: thedevinhouse@gmail.com
Received: 2024-09-13T01:34:38+00:00
Subject: Goldeneye Sedro Woolley WA
Has attachment? False

External Email

Please watch attached- recent fire in California at a BESS facility.
In Sedro Woolley the proposed project is 1.5 mile from the core of our downtown Sedro Woollley- 6 schools and
many Residents.
Within the evacuation zone.

The proposed project is not in an Industrial Zone- Ag land instead.
I OPPOSE this project

Please watch video

Sincerely

Judi Haugness
369-224-4925

VERY concerned Citizen

Sent from my iPhone

Attachments:
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To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: dacooley@gmail.com
Received: 2024-09-16T01:36:36+00:00
Subject: Tenaska's proposed Goldeneye BESS facility in Sedro-Wooley, Washington
Has attachment? False

External Email

Director Buroker,
I am not sure if you are aware of Tenaska energy'sproposed project to install a 200MW BESS facility in rural
sedro-woolley on agricultural land right next to Hanson Creek. GovernorInslee has greenlighted the project and
they have no ecological/environmental survey. When asked at the City council meeting when they had 5 of their
people present, they glossed over the question of when the survey was done, and the findings from it.
In the area they have presumablyalready purchased the land, there are bald eagles that hund and most likely nest on
that area. There is also an endangered species of falcon that has been sighted there as well. Not to mention the 40
years of work and millions of dollars that have gone into bringing Hanson creek back to health, including the 5
native species of Salmon that havent been seen there in years have started coming back. in their proposed plans to
keep the plant out of the flooding that naturally occurs in that area, they are talking about bring in 65000 cubic
yards of soil to Elevate the facility. Water has to go somewhere, so all that extra water will be directed at Hanson
creek, and also cause more extensive flooding in the area. There are farms and homes within 400 yards of their
proposed site that will be devastated as well.
The next issue is the toxic waste in case of an accident. In the council meeting, they lied to the Mayor, the counsel
and all citizens there by saying it is extremely safe, the batteries don't have a liquid electrolyte that can leak like
previous forms of Lithium Ion batteries. When asked specifics about the batteries, they said they did not have
specifics, as the batteries they used would be determined AFTER construction started. I am in the electronics
industry, and have been for years. There are absolutely 0 forms of Lithium based batteries that do not have a liquid
electrolyte in production today.
The 2 common electrolytes are Lithium tetrafluoroborate (LiBF4) and Lithium hexafluorophosphate (LiPF6),
which is the most common. When these compounds leak, those chemicals are toxic to all living creatures, Humans
and animals. These pollutants will contaminateHanson creek, AND the Skagit river. The Skagit river provides
drinking water for Anacortes, Oak harbor etc downstream from Hanson creek. This will put thousands of lives at
risk that aren'teven in the local danger zones. The other issue is Fire. There have been quite a few major fires at
BESS facilities in the USA in the last few years. Those fires burn hot enough to disassociate the electrolyte into
Hydrogen Fluoride gas, HydrogenBromide gas, Hydrogen Chloride gas, Hydrogen Cyanide gas, Carbon
Monoxide, Sulphur Dioxide, Phosphorus Pentafluoride and Phosphoryl Fluoride. The first 3 combine with
moisture in the air, or water from fire suppression to form Hydrofluoric acid, Hydrobromic acid and Hydrochloric
acid. They state that in case of a fire, residents in a 1 mile radius have 3-5 minutes to evacuate. outward to a 4 mile
radius, you have 10-15 minutes to evacuate. There are 6 schools within the 4 mile radius. They also state there will
be no workers on site once it is up and running, but it will be "remotely monitored". The facility in Escondido,
California was remotely monitored, and the remote monitoring failed when it caught fire due to thermal runaway
on one of the battery containers. The fire department wasn't notified until 15 minutes AFTER the incident
occurred, and that was from Citizens that were having medical issues from the pungent fumes that were carried
into residential areas. That facility was located in a heavy industrial area. Schools were evacuated and closed for
several days while they tried to put the fire out. Reading online, there are still people that are having severe health
effects from the fumes that continue to rise from that site.
Governor Inslee doesn'tcare what happens in Washington, and this was a project that padded his and Bob
Ferguson's pockets. Inslee is moving to Idaho when he leaves office, and he has not approved sites for Pierce and
King counties, near where their families reside currently. The counties and cities are left helpless since the
companies that build these death traps go to the state level first and Bypass all county and city regulations. This is
something we do NOT need, nor want, anywhere near our residents, farms, watershed etc. Please help us to fight
this death trap that is being set for our wildlife and residents.
Thank you,



David Cooley
Skagit county resident for 9 years.

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: skagitneighbors@icloud.com
Received: 2024-09-16T17:47:23+00:00
Subject: ARE YOU KIDDING US?
Has attachment? False
External Email You aren’t receptive to citizen input regarding the ridiculous effort to install a battery farm on
Skagit Valley farmland near Hansen Creek? We cannot believe this stupid idea is getting any serious attention
from the state of Washington. It’s clearly a profit play by an east coast developer attempting to take advantage of
Washington’s belief in green energy. There’s no way in hell such a high risk notion should be implemented
adjacent to a neighborhood residential area, close to a fish habitat that’s received considerable restoration
support, and nearby the Skagit River on our precious farmland. A lot of people didn’t even know about this idea
until after you received the application and it’s evident to us that you’re attempting to minimize citizen
involvement in such an important decision. You know, a lot of citizens support green energy in our state, not to
mention the reality that Washingtonians are generally environmentally conscious. But if you shove this kind of
bullshit down our throats you’re going to set back citizen support for green initiatives fifty years. We hope Skagit
County bans all battery farm development on all Skagit County farmland. You need to limit this sort of thing to
specific places far away from environmentally sensitive, human occupied places. Finally, we want to make the
important statement that no demonstrated need has been established for this kind of power storage capability in
Skagit Valley. It doesn’t produce power; it just facilitates the profitable transfer of it. To hell with stupid ideas like
this! Dave Hallock Skagit Neighbors
Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-09-19T14:20:42+00:00
Subject: FW: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture
Has attachment? False

From: Comments WA EFSEC <notifications@engagementhq.com>
Sent: Thursday, September 19, 2024 7:20:28 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture

External Email

Anonymous User just submitted the survey Share your comment, upload a document or a picture with the
responses below.

Name

benbakir hocine

Email

benbakir_hocine@yahoo.fr

Are you part of an Agency or Organization?

Yes (please specify) - bonjour. mesdames et messieurs. federal d'etats united state of américan.
SSA/1099(1042S) N/827 addition convention administration prémaire d'etats governor indian republicain Vll*
democratic présidence constitution montana division lés relation sur le territoire national de la géopolitique
médeterran d'algeria.

Share any comment

code de ma constitution indian réf:22812 object: de ma requéte que a été relatives dés reglement de ma



conduite jurisprudence plus hout niveau de la magistrature supréme administration américan. je vous souhaite
dés bonne nouvelle information complémentaire dans ce grande projet dés etudes lés enseignement
supérieeurs politique et juridique et dictature militaire de la pecte nation-unis international de l'Onu new york.
je vous remercie d'avance. veuillez.d'agreer.monsieur.l'expression de nos salutation distingueé

Did you also share a video?

Yes

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-09-24T16:58:01+00:00
Subject: FW: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture
Has attachment? False

From: Comments WA EFSEC <notifications@engagementhq.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2024 9:57:55 AM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture

External Email

Anonymous User just submitted the survey Share your comment, upload a document or a picture with the
responses below.

Name

Breanna duffy

Email

breduffy6@gmail.com

Are you part of an Agency or Organization?

No

Share any comment

I live near the proposed BESS facility. As a mother of four I beg you to discontinue this project. The research
shows that this facility will be a threat to our community. It is dangerous on multiple levels and should not be
near our residential homes, schools no matter what the potential benefits could be. The safety of our children
should be the number one priority. The long term health and well-being of our future generations matter. So



please, I kindly as you to reconsider. Please listen to the voice of the people. If the BESS passes, my family will
consider moving. I am tired of my voice not being heard.

Attachments:

[]



To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-09-24T23:34:21+00:00
Subject: FW: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture
Has attachment? False

From: Comments WA EFSEC <notifications@engagementhq.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2024 4:31:54 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Anonymous User completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture

External Email

Anonymous User just submitted the survey Share your comment, upload a document or a picture with the
responses below.

Name

Nancy Lee

Email

nancy@doublebarrelbbq.com

Are you part of an Agency or Organization?

No

Share any comment

Please see the attached letter regarding the Goldeneye BESS facility proposed for Sedro-Woolley. Please note
that the ENTIRE city government is against this facility, as are THOUSANDS of law-abiding, tax-paying citizens.
There is NO NEED for this facility and tremendous risk involved. Our very way of life is threatened by this
proposed project.



Upload your document (optional)

https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/ehq-production-us-
california/9e17e7678af8ed05ca1543dfde93c9152fdaecd1/original/1727220710/0e1eb2f9443cbcdff676ed6782419e56_Stop_BESS_opposition_letter_general.docx?1727220710

Did you also share a video?

No

Attachments:

[]

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femails.engagementhq.com%2Fls%2Fclick%3Fupn%3Du001.T-2FP2-2BORqk2KtRtthp-2B-2Bp4X4gUvsbfYKPQWoHGDfFraTQEL-2Bmdefi1T8WpFO7FJikSc6YFwYN7Ho1ZP-2BuP-2B7dzR-2FCtEY5RdmtLsM2TqbeH2oaIFn1WujNrpeJ2-2BuCL00jFmVYTZRje-2FlxJ-2FjyX2nujPX4fD-2FA2Fc9KnSvOQPRnohbmMJTRz240R6Scg-2Bm72tMv0uJPyo1XMwH7fAvbvFhQMtb8dRBuia1fhXVaJRLcNW9O7YaJJebOHUHBbaZO-2F0Zg0-2FFfkUjJCubBVAzoVRuVMJXUVCQfAWbgy4No9cl-2BUoW8vWQCI6RXNxiIrWBXluvL4NVd9yIVy228gfL5izetgwA5G0u1q22Zgfhh3tVQC4-3DlgIK_KHnEqGhjc73yBFMCllq9hsn-2FdDPoDKz1Mj3HWSu-2BQbwk9LOrTUgcR-2BzOv1ImPhNvxf4DYZarbCjsA7XZghpBl-2FXpXvbKZzTnGbnw0v5-2BY6CkoNhro7leHMeEgexp8KUzwLiDTnyRMt3i9Z70DsrA-2BVUls7M6HshV-2B02e-2BGxc8YqGrGDQIt-2BTTX-2Fkl91FtAE3GjvX50EzHNIe8icm6ZVLE2DN0hFUCuC6IfAWRaHw-2Bf342jJWCK9MhGrKrSlB-2Bczeb8jB7hP-2F-2Fnygw3rVinS8OvxvRKQlUFbRPPhmS2byh2E-3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C323d7f4e8561484e877008dcdcf16853%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638628176608592032%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pUVkhOu0kQqv9JHw%2BusdfZXyPSphPnSwHnmcv0s0Lk4%3D&reserved=0


To: Comments@efsec.wa.gov
From: efsec@efsec.wa.gov
Received: 2024-09-24T23:49:09+00:00
Subject: FW: SigridNovak completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture
Has attachment? False

From: Comments WA EFSEC <notifications@engagementhq.com>
Sent: Tuesday, September 24, 2024 4:49:01 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: SigridNovak completed Share your comment, upload a document or a picture

External Email

SigridNovak just submitted the survey Share your comment, upload a document or a picture with the
responses below.

Name

Sigrid Novak

Email

SigridNovak7@gmail.com

Are you part of an Agency or Organization?

No

Share any comment

It is unconscionable to build a battery storage station on Skagit Farmland ! In the event of a fire our property
would be environmentally devastated and its value destroyed! Do not build this here ! Our farm property is less
than a mile from there. You have no right to impact our lives this way



Did you also share a video?

No

Attachments:

[]



To: cease2020@aol.com
From: cease2020@aol.com
Received: 2024-10-04T15:00:21+00:00
Subject: C.E.A.S.E. BATTERIES WON'T SAVE US!
Has attachment? False

External Email

Hi, BESS battery energy storage systems will not provide the storage capacity to provide a small
amount of the electricity needed. This is just more taxpayer's money wasted and harm done to the
environment. Renewables will never replace traditional methods of energy production. Renewables
are destroying America. Greg Wagner C.E.A.S.E. CITIZENS EDUCATED ABOUT SOLAR ENERGY
cease2020.org

https://www.mackinac.org/blog/2024/better-batteries-wont-save-the-energy-grid

Attachments:

[]
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From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: ESTABLISHING DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR SITING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM PROJECTS

IN THE UNINCORPORATED COUNTY (DISTRICTS: ALL)
Date: Thursday, July 18, 2024 4:53:28 PM
Attachments: image.png
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From: James DeLay <jamesdelay@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, July 18, 2024 4:21 PM
To: contact@duwamishcleanup.org; paulina@drcc.org; Robin Schwartz <robin@drcc.org>;
Magdalena Angel Cano <maggie@drcc.org>; sframe@king5.com; John Ryan <jryan@kuow.org>;
bkaczaraba@gmail.com; Larry Delaney [WA] <LDelaney@washingtonea.org>;
JWhite@WashingtonEA.org; Aimee Iverson [WA] <aiverson@washingtonea.org>;
mhowes@washingtonea.org; Rich Wood [WA] <rwood@washingtonea.org>;
RTom@washingtonea.org; Lisa Kodama [WA] <LKodama@WashingtonEA.org>; Djibril Diop [WA]
<DDiop@Washingtonea.org>; Mike Gawley [WA] <mgawley@washingtonea.org>; ATG MI CRC
Complaint Processing <crc@atg.wa.gov>; catherine@toomanydogs.com; WA47DEMS@outlook.com;
DOR Skagit County Leg Authority <commissioners@co.skagit.wa.us>; EFSEC (EFSEC)
<efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: ESTABLISHING DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR SITING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM
PROJECTS IN THE UNINCORPORATED COUNTY (DISTRICTS: ALL)
 

External Email

Good afternoon,
 
Happy Thursday!
 
I hope you are all doing well!
 
Did you hear that the developer of the proposed Covington BESS has submitted their first BESS
permit application through the EFSEC?  It is for their Skagit location in a residential and
farming area next to rivers and with wetlands on it- oh, and it is in an unincorporated area ,
just like the BESS proposed next to Mattson Middle School which is in Covington... I believe I
told you that Tenaska withdrew all their local level BESS permit applications with local
governments/permitting agencies and instead was planning to switch to the state level
permitting process through the EFSEC where Jay Inslee is the ultimate and sole decision
maker/approver.  They are bypassing the will of cities and counties and going directly to Jay
Inslee for approval (through the EFSEC process).
 
Here's the link to their recent application for their Skagit County BESS:

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov






 https://www.efsec.wa.gov/energy-facilities/goldeneye-bess

Goldeneye BESS | EFSEC - The State of Washington Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council

Project background The Applicant proposes to construct and operate the Project in
unincorporated Skagit County, Washington (Figure 1 in Attachment A). The Project is a
stand-alone 200 MW/800 MWh BESS (Battery Energy Storage System), with related
interconnection and ancillary support infrastructure. The Project is located just outside
the eastern edge of Sedro-Woolley, off
www.efsec.wa.gov

 
The only way you will know if a developer tries to bypass your will and local process and goes
through the EFSEC permitting process instead, is if you subscribe to notifications through the
EFSEC which can be found in that link.
 
With all that said, please read the following, as I feel that it gives excellent starting point to
crafting safety-first BESS standards/rules for siting and cities and counties should definitely
make a BESS ordinance/rule/regulation...
 
In light of San Diego County having three BESS fires at two of its three BESS (the Valley Center
BESS had its first fire in 2022 and second fire in 2023) all of which forced evacuations and
shelter in place orders- the most recent BESS fire at Otay Mesa had mandatory evacuations
while it burned for two weeks- San Diego County's SUPERVISOR, FIFTH DISTRICT  at the SAN
DIEGO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS, Jim Desmond, recommends the following in drafting
BESS Development standards for siting BESS:
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsec.wa.gov%2Fenergy-facilities%2Fgoldeneye-bess&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C1fe320fa481f41bac3bc08dca784ce03%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638569436079257602%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=EtBvmkvWArYPzoemLLpp4X9OzurwciBUS1K4Hjw5JeA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsec.wa.gov%2Fenergy-facilities%2Fgoldeneye-bess&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C1fe320fa481f41bac3bc08dca784ce03%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638569436079270335%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=259Z3WkMFNSb4yC0n%2FSThLjs3ZZy3CVolRrYnugAfLA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsec.wa.gov%2F&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C1fe320fa481f41bac3bc08dca784ce03%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638569436079278873%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a8zaFj%2FOQFXV4zdIYqgHe3hThoBr8TRhixnlFM0rYlk%3D&reserved=0








 
 
"JIM DESMOND SUPERVISOR, FIFTH DISTRICT SAN DIEGO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
AGENDA ITEM
Legistar v1.0 1
DATE: July 17, 2024 08



TO: Board of Supervisors
SUBJECT: ESTABLISHING DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR SITING BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE
SYSTEM PROJECTS IN THE UNINCORPORATED COUNTY (DISTRICTS: ALL)
 
OVERVIEW
The County’s vision for decarbonization through a transition away from traditional sources of
energy, such as contemplated in the “Regional Decarbonization Framework” (RDF) gives
considerable attention toward solar and wind generation capabilities interlinked by the grid.
Due to the intermittent nature of these sources of energy, an inherent component of this
vision – then - is the need for battery storage of the renewable electricity generated during
off-peak hours to power homes and businesses throughout the night and to prevent black and
brownouts. As this transition continues to unfold, demand for battery storage projects
(typically referred to as “battery energy storage systems” (BESS) will only increase.
 
Currently, the County does not have specific definitions nor development standards in place to
guide the review process for new BESS projects. Because of this, the County’s department of
Planning & Development Services (PDS) processes these types of projects consistent with the
nearest comparable land use categories in the Zoning Ordinance, such as minor and major
impact utilities. Land uses considered minor impact utilities include cellular antenna facilities,
electrical substations, and small water tanks. Examples of major impact utilities include large
wind turbines, water treatment facilities, and steam, fossil, or nuclear power plants. It is not
unreasonable to accept that BESS projects are comparable in scope and scale to some of these
land uses. However, certain aspects of BESS projects are especially unique and often utilize
cutting-edge technology that must be specifically accounted for, such as the operating
characteristics and safety requirements for lithium-ion battery storage.
 
Beyond the uniqueness of BESS facilities, these projects also often generate public controversy
and opposition, particularly when located near existing residential neighborhoods. By and
large, this is based on an understanding of the associated public health and safety risks, such
as fire, thermal runaway, and release of toxic gases. For example, the 250-megawatt Gateway
Energy Storage facility located in East Otay Mesa (District 1), approved by the County in 2018
caught fire in May of this year and continued to reignite despite efforts to contain it. This
incident prompted an evacuation warning for nearby businesses, deployment of firefighters
and HAZMAT teams to  put out the blaze, monitor air quality conditions and discharge of
waterborne contaminants in firefighting suppression activities, and establishment of a 600-
foot buffer from the site due to potential for release of toxic gases. In Valley Center (District 5)
a much smaller, but nonetheless concerning fire occurred recently at the County-approved
Terra-Gen BESS facility. This resulted in temporary road closures and evacuation orders for
nearby homes. Clearly, public fixation on the health, safety and environmental risks posed by
these facilities is well warranted.
 



Given the unique operating characteristics of BESS facilities, their inherent safety concerns,
and a growing public awareness of their impacts – particularly when located near or within
residential neighborhoods - the County must adopt specific development standards for
guiding our review process of new BESS project applications. In this spirit, today’s action
directs the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) to establish development standards for siting
BESS projects in the unincorporated areas and orders a temporary pause on any new
application submittals until standards have been developed and adopted.
 
RECOMMENDATION(S)
SUPERVISOR JIM DESMOND
 
1) Find that the proposed actions are not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) pursuant to SCEQA Guidelines Sections 15060(c)(2) and (3), Section 15061(b)(3), and
15378(b)(5) because the action is an administrative action that does not commit County to a
specific project and will not have a reasonably foreseeable direct or indirect effect on the
environment.
 
2) Direct the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) to establish development standards for siting
battery energy storage system (BESS) projects in the unincorporated areas. This process shall
be informed by community, industry, and all other relevant stakeholder input as deemed
appropriate. At a minimum, standards should include, but are not limited to the following:
      a) Avoid locating BESS projects in residential areas.
      b) Avoid locating BESS projects near sensitive receptors, such as schools, day care
centers, senior care centers and hospitals.
      c) Incentivize locating BESS projects in commercial and/or industrial zones.
      d) Incentivize BESS projects that can co-locate with existing utility facilities, electrical
substations, etc., unless located in a residential area.
      e) Specific safety requirements for thermal runaway, fire and explosion risks,
emergency response, hazardous materials, toxic gases, and noise.
      f) Specific development regulations for setbacks, building height, etc.
      g) Specific design standards for aesthetics, community character, lighting, and
landscaping.
      h) Consider exemption criteria based on project location, size, and/or other metrics as
deemed appropriate and as consistent with sub-recommendations a – g (above).
 
3) Direct the CAO to work with applicants with BESS projects currently under review to align
their submittals with today’s recommendations, to the extent feasible. The CAO shall also, at
the next possible meeting, prepare and bring back an ordinance temporarily (45 days) pausing
any new BESS project application from being accepted, pursuant to Government Code Section
65858 as an urgency measure to protect public health, safety, and welfare. This pause shall
include two additional one-year extensions, each to be executed until BESS development



standards have been adopted.
 
EQUITY IMPACT STATEMENT
Battery energy storage system (BESS) projects may pose significant health, safety, and
environmental risks to surrounding communities, especially when located within or near
existing residential neighborhoods. These risks range from acute noise nuisances to fire and
thermal runaway hazards. To protect and buffer residential areas from these risks, and to
ensure historically disadvantaged communities don’t bear the brunt moving forward, the
County must adopt standards and guidelines for siting future BESS projects that considers
their unique operating characteristics, potential health and safety risks, and appropriateness
for locating them within close proximity to existing communities and other sensitive receptors.
 
SUSTAINABILITY IMPACT STATEMENT
While there are many benefits of BESS facilities that contribute to the County’s sustainability
goals, such as strengthening grid reliability and increasing energy efficiency, there are also
several potential adverse consequences. These include fire and thermal runaway risks,
managing the limited life cycle and degradation of batteries over time, and extraction of rare
earth minerals that can have devastating environmental and societal consequences (unethical
mining practices, etc.). The key here is striking a balance between the pros and cons of these
facilities. Adopting rules for how we process and locate BESS projects in the unincorporated
areas is a necessary first step.
 
FISCAL IMPACT
Funds for this request are included in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2024-25 Operational Plan in Planning
& Development Services ($1.0 million) and San Diego County Fire ($0.25 million). If approved,
this request will result in costs and revenue of approximately $1.25 million to establish
development standards for siting battery energy storage system (BESS) projects, depending on
the complexity of the environmental review required. The funding source is one-time General-
Purpose Revenue. There will be no change in net General Fund cost and no additional staff
years.
 
BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT N/A
 
ADVISORY BOARD STATEMENT N/A
 
 
BACKGROUND
Over the past few years, we have seen a growing increase in both proposed and
approved/constructed BESS projects in the unincorporated areas. Since 2018 the County has
approved three of them, ranging in size from 40 megawatts (MW) to 250 MW. Some of these
have been in commercial or industrial areas like East Otay Mesa in District 1, while others have



been located near residential areas such as in Fallbrook and Valley Center in District 5. Beyond
those that have already been approved, there are twelve active applications currently under
review with PDS in various stages of the process. What’s more, utility companies such as San
Diego Gas & Electric (SDGE) are building their own BESS facilities in the unincorporated areas,
while often being able to circumvent the local permitting process. Now is the time to establish
specific and transparent guidelines, and effectively telegraph the County’s stance on
permissible locations and intended standards for new BESS projects.
 
Given the County’s reliance on intermittent sources of energy going forward, demand for BESS
facilities will almost certainly continue to grow in the coming decades. For this reason, it’s
imperative the County adopt specific development standards while it’s still relatively “early”
enough to have any meaningful impact. Due to the public health and safety concerns, having
appropriate standards in place will ensure new BESS facilities are designed, located, and
constructed with safety as the top priority. Moreover, since BESS facilities are going to be a
critical component in meeting future electricity demand, building and gaining the public’s trust
and acceptance of them appears to be a necessary requirement. To this end, standards would
establish clear rules and definitions that will enable the County to gather more meaningful
community input, provide better transparency for the public during the review process, and
address specific safety and other environmental concerns such as fire risk, air quality, noise,
and visual impacts.
 
Given the unique operating characteristics of BESS facilities, their inherent safety concerns,
and a growing public awareness of their impacts, the County must adopt specific development
standards for guiding our review process of new and future BESS project applications. In this
spirit, today’s action directs the Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) to establish development
standards for siting battery energy storage system (BESS) projects in the unincorporated
areas, and also orders a temporary pause on any new application submittals until standards
have been developed and adopted.
 
LINKAGE TO THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO STRATEGIC PLAN
Today’s proposed actions support the Sustainability: Climate; Equity: Health; and Community:
Engagement, Safety, and Quality of Life Strategic Initiatives in the County of San Diego’s 2024-
2029 Strategic Plan.
 
Respectfully submitted,
JIM DESMOND
Supervisor, Fifth District"
 
https://bosagenda.sandiegocounty.gov/cobservice/cosd/cob/content?
id=0901127e810e1fdb&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ZOnmMw1b1Ty-
4fs9c7EHP7WRPoKI_WvJTZMyvIJODpiOHRXU1e1asns0_aem_beNGk_uo29rVM077PSpLYQ

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbosagenda.sandiegocounty.gov%2Fcobservice%2Fcosd%2Fcob%2Fcontent%3Fid%3D0901127e810e1fdb%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ZOnmMw1b1Ty-4fs9c7EHP7WRPoKI_WvJTZMyvIJODpiOHRXU1e1asns0_aem_beNGk_uo29rVM077PSpLYQ&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C1fe320fa481f41bac3bc08dca784ce03%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638569436079284832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B4WmW65oJnls%2Fc8KxkSyAe0CNLegTkgl7OFIArET4Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbosagenda.sandiegocounty.gov%2Fcobservice%2Fcosd%2Fcob%2Fcontent%3Fid%3D0901127e810e1fdb%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ZOnmMw1b1Ty-4fs9c7EHP7WRPoKI_WvJTZMyvIJODpiOHRXU1e1asns0_aem_beNGk_uo29rVM077PSpLYQ&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C1fe320fa481f41bac3bc08dca784ce03%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638569436079284832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B4WmW65oJnls%2Fc8KxkSyAe0CNLegTkgl7OFIArET4Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbosagenda.sandiegocounty.gov%2Fcobservice%2Fcosd%2Fcob%2Fcontent%3Fid%3D0901127e810e1fdb%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2ZOnmMw1b1Ty-4fs9c7EHP7WRPoKI_WvJTZMyvIJODpiOHRXU1e1asns0_aem_beNGk_uo29rVM077PSpLYQ&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C1fe320fa481f41bac3bc08dca784ce03%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638569436079284832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B4WmW65oJnls%2Fc8KxkSyAe0CNLegTkgl7OFIArET4Fk%3D&reserved=0


 
Please note, he only mentioned one of the Valley Center BESS fires- not both...
 
We need to get laws, ordinances, and standards in place that protect people, wildlife, and the
environment and have clear guidance for siting BESS.
 
Thank you, 
 
James
 
 
 
 
 



From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Skagit BESS Goldeneye
Date: Monday, August 5, 2024 3:11:17 PM

From: Nancy jorauch <sawdustnancy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 5, 2024 1:56 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Skagit BESS Goldeneye
 

External Email

I'm wondering how the seasonal flooding, that exists for the proposed site on Minkler Road, will be
handled. Especially curious if the water will be dealt with on-site, as opposed to flowing it to an
adjacent property. 
 
See you on Aug 13 meeting.
 
Thank you, 
Nancy Jo Rauch 
521 Ball St
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Goldeneye battery storage system
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2024 2:17:58 PM

-----Original Message-----
From: Jon Fleurichamp <jonfleur@yahoo.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 1:43 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Goldeneye battery storage system

External Email

I am the property owner just south of the project along Hanson Creek. My only concern with the project is the
stormwater runoff. I’ve lived on this property for 43 years and I have seen the Hanson Creek run at maximum a few
times. My main concern is the culvert at Hohen Road, it is the choke point that  runs at 100% at least 12 times a
year, i’ve looked at the projects flood study. It talks about how the state  straightening a creek between Highway 20
and Minkler it also talks about the covert at Minkler Road, which has been replaced with a bridge does not address
downstream from the project again which is a choke point. be an idea for State to look at putting a bridge to
replacing the culvert just my two cents worth I just don’t want my house to get flooded thank you.
Jon Fleurichamp
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Statement Against the Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System Projec
Date: Thursday, August 8, 2024 8:51:31 PM

 

From: N F <nfields1225@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 8:51:07 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Statement Against the Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System Projec

External Email

Statement Against the Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System Project

I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed Goldeneye Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) Project in Skagit County. While the advancement of renewable
energy is crucial, this specific project raises significant environmental, safety, and land use
concerns that should not be overlooked.

First, the environmental impact of a large-scale battery storage facility in an unincorporated
area of Skagit County is worrisome. The site chosen for this project is near sensitive
ecosystems that could be adversely affected by the construction and operation of the facility.
There is a potential risk of chemical leaks from the batteries, which could contaminate local
soil and water sources. The proximity of this project to farmland and residential areas
increases the likelihood of long-term environmental degradation, threatening both the local
agricultural economy and the health of nearby residents.

Second, safety concerns regarding battery energy storage systems cannot be ignored. Despite
advances in technology, the risk of fire or explosion in large-scale battery facilities remains a
serious issue. The potential for such incidents poses a significant threat to the surrounding
community, particularly in rural areas where emergency response times may be longer.
Implementing this project without thoroughly addressing these safety concerns could lead to
devastating consequences for both people and property.

Finally, the proposed site for this project does not align with current land use plans and zoning
ordinances. Skagit County has a strong tradition of preserving its natural landscapes and
agricultural heritage, which this project threatens to undermine. Allowing a large industrial
facility in an area not designated for such use sets a dangerous precedent, potentially opening
the door to further industrial encroachment in rural and agricultural zones.

For these reasons, I urge the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council to carefully reconsider
the Goldeneye BESS Project and explore alternative locations or approaches that would better
align with the environmental, safety, and land use priorities of Skagit County. The potential
risks of this project far outweigh the benefits, and it is imperative that we prioritize the well-
being of our community and environment.

Thank you for considering my comments.

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


Sincerely,

Dr. Nicole Fields
Sedro-Woolley Resident 



From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Opposition to proposed Skagit County Battery Storage Facility, 2508 Minkler Rd., Sedro Woolley, WA
Date: Monday, August 12, 2024 8:28:07 AM

From: Ellen Bynum <skye@cnw.com> 
Sent: Sunday, August 11, 2024 12:10 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Cc: Commissioner Ron Wesen, BOCC <ronw@co.skagit.wa.us>; Commissioner Peter Browning
<pbrowning@co.skagit.wa.us>; Commissioner Lisa Janicki, BOCC <ljanicki@co.skagit.wa.us>; Mayor
Julia Johnson <swmayor@ci.sedro-woolley.wa.us>; Sedro Woolley City Council <CityCouncil@sedro-
woolley.wa.gov>
Subject: Opposition to proposed Skagit County Battery Storage Facility, 2508 Minkler Rd., Sedro
Woolley, WA
 

External Email

Friends of Skagit County opposes the proposed battery storage facility at 25080 MInkler Road, Sedro
Woolley, WA by Goldfinch Energy Storage.
 
The WA State Growth Management Act requires Skagit County to identify and conserve farmland
zoned Agricultural - Natural Resource Lands (Ag-NRL) solely for food and fiber production in
perpetuity. 
 
Skagit County Comprehensive Plan, countywide policies and codes all uphold and enforce the
requiremenst of the GMA. Conversion of Ag-NRL to any other uses, other than soil-dependent
activites as accessory uses, is prohibited.
 
We ask that you fully deny the siting of this project in compliance with state and local laws that
protect farmland solely for future food and fiber production.
 
Sincerely,
Ellen Bynum
 
 
 

Ellen Bynum, Executive Director
Friends of Skagit County
PO Box 2632 (mailing)
419 S. Main St., #207
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-2632
360-419-0988;  friends@fidalgo.net
www.friendsofskagitcounty.org
“A valley needs FRIENDS”

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:friends@fidalgo.net
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.friendsofskagitcounty.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7Cdb0e2fbf84f64c81bf6c08dcbae35c87%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638590732866759819%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WmII%2BszVA0kjuXhkGjmD%2B7LbO6cOPQJq1hOezVu%2Fa84%3D&reserved=0


Since 1994 - Common Goals - Common Ground - Common Good
DONATE NOW at Network for Good.
 
 
 
 

 



From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Proposed Lithium Battery Storage
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 7:24:20 AM

From: Tarrence Molendyk <tjmolendyk@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 7:25 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Proposed Lithium Battery Storage
 

External Email

Dear Sir or Madam,
 
I am writing of my concerns as a Skagit County and Sedro-Woolley concerned citizen of a proposed
Lithium battery storage facility.  As a veteran who served in Iraq exposed to open burn pits, I see this
as a catastrophic decision that will impact people, ecosystems, and land.  I have witnessed first hand
the dangers of the toxic smoke and suffer from its effects.  Where this proposed storage facility is
going to be is dangerous not only for Sedro-Woolley but also for the kids that attend schools.  You do
not and will not have any safe measures for when disaster strikes.  Many of my fellow soldiers have
died from health issues due to Lithium batteries being burned illegally.  As for the ecosystem the
leakage from the batteries will poison our drinking water and destroy the wetlands displacing many
wildlife.  The land will not be able to be inhabited because of the toxicity of the batteries.  These
batteries are dangerous and should be disposed of in other ways not stored until they get too hot or
start burning which then becomes an even worse ecological disaster.  People breathing this toxic
smoke would die from cancers and lung diseases.  Our children would be exposed to this and will
have long lasting effects from this.  I respectfully ask that you reconsider this and respectfully ask
that our Governor will rescind his position in favor of this so called Lithium battery storage facility.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this message.
 
Sincerely,
 
Tarrence J Molendyk 

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Say NO to the proposed energy storage facility in Skagit County
Date: Monday, August 12, 2024 9:43:59 AM

From: Stephen Aghjayan <saseacom@mac.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 9:07 AM
To: Aghjayan Stephen <saseacom@mac.com>
Subject: Say NO to the proposed energy storage facility in Skagit County
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I support an energy storage facility being built in Skagit County.
 
That being said it should NOT be built on farmland.
 
The Skagit County Code prohibits conversion of Ag-NRL lands to ANY uses other than those
related to soil-based activities. Additionally, this project does not fit the County's criteria for siting a
farm related accessory use. 
 
 
 

https://www.goskagit.com/news/local_news/battery-energy-storage-facility-proposed-
in-skagit-county/article_48314900-54de-11ef-97dd-7b2e77486ad4.html

 
 
Stephen Aghjayan
7344 Skagit View Drive
Concrete, WA 98237
360 202-3066
saseacom@mac.com
 
 
 

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goskagit.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fbattery-energy-storage-facility-proposed-in-skagit-county%2Farticle_48314900-54de-11ef-97dd-7b2e77486ad4.html&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C451ad7a3f143486cb87808dcbaedf579%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638590778383648590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mhXpGQQfXEWoGE39LkW0mpefh26NxogsaJAIK8ByuPg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.goskagit.com%2Fnews%2Flocal_news%2Fbattery-energy-storage-facility-proposed-in-skagit-county%2Farticle_48314900-54de-11ef-97dd-7b2e77486ad4.html&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C451ad7a3f143486cb87808dcbaedf579%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638590778383648590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mhXpGQQfXEWoGE39LkW0mpefh26NxogsaJAIK8ByuPg%3D&reserved=0
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From: John Sternlicht
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: EFSEC Docket No. 240004
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 9:55:29 AM
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To whom it may concern:
Please include the attached letter of support in the package for the above-referenced matter.
Thank you.
Feel free to contact me directly with any questions.

Respectfully yours,

John B. Sternlicht, JD, CEc.D
CEO 
Economic Development Alliance of Skagit County 
1932 E. College Way, Suite B 
PO Box 40 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 
Office: 360.336.6114 x105 
www.skagit.org 
email: john@skagit.org 
he/him

EDASC carries out business attraction, retention and expansion,
and collaborative engagement to achieve a prosperous, sustainable
and equitable community while maintaining Skagit County’s natural
beauty and quality of life. 

mailto:John@skagit.org
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
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August 12, 2024

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council
621 Woodland Square Loop SE
PO BOX 43172
Olympia, WA 98503-3172

RE: Goldeneye BESS



Dear Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council:



I am writing to express our strong support for the Goldeneye Energy Storage project. This proposed battery energy storage system (BESS) presents a significant opportunity for energy resiliency, economic growth and environmental sustainability in Skagit County.

This project will bolster the local grid as we transition to intermittent renewable sources of power and work to protect our community from service interruptions caused by extreme weather events and increases in electrical demand spurred by electric vehicles, population growth, and other factors.  Skagit County currently faces a power shortfall that hampers its ability to attract new businesses and foster growth. The Goldeneye project will serve as an anchor project within the region, attracting additional investment and development opportunities. The presence of a utility-scale BESS facility will ensure a stable power supply for households, businesses, and critical infrastructure, while sending a strong signal that Skagit County is a prime location for innovative projects, fostering economic activity and growth.

The construction of the Goldeneye Energy Storage project will create new jobs for local union workers, ranging from skilled technical positions to various support roles. This influx of jobs, even though temporary, will stimulate the local economy and increase local spending by keeping workers and the wages they earn close to home. Once operational, the project will generate a new long-term source of tax revenue that can be used to spur investment and support public services for our residents.

We have met many times with the developer behind the project and have confidence in their approach to safety and sustainable development. They use the highest standards and work with both independent experts and local first responder agencies on the design of the project and all necessary safety plans and processes. The project is sited responsibly and is well-suited to coexist in Skagit County’s landscape, with minimal environmental and social impact. BESS facilities are operationally quiet, do not generate air emissions or harmful radiation, and require a small physical footprint. The project will incorporate feedback from local environmental conservation groups to create appropriate fencing and landscaping that blend with the local community environment, ensuring it integrates seamlessly into the surrounding area.

Given these significant benefits and the robust EFSEC review process, we urge your favorable support of Goldfinch Energy Storage’s Application for Site Certification (ASC). This initiative represents a valuable opportunity to promote sustainable development, enhance grid reliability, and stimulate economic growth in our region.

Thank you for your consideration. Please let me know if you have any questions or require further information.

Sincerely,



[image: A black text on a white background
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John B. Sternlicht, CEO 

1932 E. College Way, Suite B | P.O. Box 40 | Mount Vernon, WA 98273 USA | (360) 336-6114 | www.skagit.org
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Facebook 
https://www.linkedin.com/company/economic-development-alliance-of-skagit-county 
Sign Up for the EDASC Newsletter (skagit.org) 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEDASCskagit&data=05%7C02%7Ccomments%40EFSEC.wa.gov%7C74aaacbe483246b1af7c08dcbbb8a47b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591649290637280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dbF%2B5SfuJajojgttXiJ4vq6PyCB6usiXlYCN8GBArDI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Feconomic-development-alliance-of-skagit-county&data=05%7C02%7Ccomments%40EFSEC.wa.gov%7C74aaacbe483246b1af7c08dcbbb8a47b%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591649290649429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oEADE%2BnsjrYty3z5146dvMKB900%2FTpqUv6R7gCJ1YH8%3D&reserved=0
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August 12, 2024 

Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 
621 Woodland Square Loop SE 
PO BOX 43172 
Olympia, WA 98503-3172 

RE: Goldeneye BESS 

Dear Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council: 

I am writing to express our strong support for the Goldeneye Energy Storage project. This 
proposed battery energy storage system (BESS) presents a significant opportunity for energy 
resiliency, economic growth and environmental sustainability in Skagit County. 
This project will bolster the local grid as we transition to intermittent renewable sources of 
power and work to protect our community from service interruptions caused by extreme 
weather events and increases in electrical demand spurred by electric vehicles, population 
growth, and other factors.  Skagit County currently faces a power shortfall that hampers its 
ability to attract new businesses and foster growth. The Goldeneye project will serve as an 
anchor project within the region, attracting additional investment and development 
opportunities. The presence of a utility-scale BESS facility will ensure a stable power supply for 
households, businesses, and critical infrastructure, while sending a strong signal that Skagit 
County is a prime location for innovative projects, fostering economic activity and growth. 
The construction of the Goldeneye Energy Storage project will create new jobs for local union 
workers, ranging from skilled technical positions to various support roles. This influx of jobs, 
even though temporary, will stimulate the local economy and increase local spending by 
keeping workers and the wages they earn close to home. Once operational, the project will 
generate a new long-term source of tax revenue that can be used to spur investment and 
support public services for our residents. 
We have met many times with the developer behind the project and have confidence in their 
approach to safety and sustainable development. They use the highest standards and work with 
both independent experts and local first responder agencies on the design of the project and all 
necessary safety plans and processes. The project is sited responsibly and is well-suited to 
coexist in Skagit County’s landscape, with minimal environmental and social impact. BESS 
facilities are operationally quiet, do not generate air emissions or harmful radiation, and 
require a small physical footprint. The project will incorporate feedback from local 
environmental conservation groups to create appropriate fencing and landscaping that blend 
with the local community environment, ensuring it integrates seamlessly into the surrounding 
area. 
Given these significant benefits and the robust EFSEC review process, we urge your favorable 
support of Goldfinch Energy Storage’s Application for Site Certification (ASC). This initiative 



represents a valuable opportunity to promote sustainable development, enhance grid 
reliability, and stimulate economic growth in our region. 
Thank you for your consideration. Please let me know if you have any questions or require 
further information. 
Sincerely, 

John B. Sternlicht, CEO 



From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: change of land use
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 1:29:27 PM

From: Betty Moore <bettys@whidbey.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 1:20 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: change of land use
 

External Email

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows

My family and I are strongly opposed to this plan and any other similar
project.  That area is noted for drainage problems and more excess
water drainage is not needed.  Farm land should not be destroyed. 
Lithium batteries are highly flammable, dangerous, and the materials
used to produce them are in short supply as well as being produced by
slave labor in poor nations.   This plan could and will impact our
environment.  We  vote no!  and hope that our representatives making
the decision regarding this will do the same.
 
Jim and Sharon Hinton,  John and Kristen VanValkenberg and
daughters, Betty Moore, Gary Hunsucker

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D550986&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C87c3b4d6b0b347eef90208dcbbd69ea1%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591777669395222%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aVSEpwQ0LYanX9WKp71YuCuIPvZk4GLFZbwf1d6GagA%3D&reserved=0


From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Comment on Goldeneye Project
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 10:04:01 PM

________________________________________
From: Andrew Ashmore <spomountain1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 10:03:36 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC)
Subject: Comment on Goldeneye Project

External Email

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) should be required for the Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System
Project. There were a number of environmental concerns raised in comments at the Informational Public Hearing
that need to be analyzed and addressed.

Thank you,
Andrew Ashmore
PO Box 1121
La Conner, WA 98257

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Energy Facility Sedro
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 6:43:13 PM

From: Barbara Smart <bsmart53@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 6:38 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Energy Facility Sedro
 

External Email

Water: site in a FEMA flood plain and with about 2 acres of wet lands.
The Skagit River provides drinking water for Skagit county west of the site. 
1. What happens if there is leakage contaminates our drinking water.
2. What happens if there is a fire and all the water it will take to put it out drains into the wetlands
and then into the Skagit River.
3. Why put facility on a flood plain. Why not a place away from river (drinking / fish). 
4. You are taking 16 acres of agricultural land.
Barbara Smart
2419 Vista Lane
Anacortes Wa 98221
206-719-5016

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System Project EFSEC Docket No: 240004
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 4:57:58 PM
Attachments: image.png

image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png
image.png

 
 From: James

DeLay <jamesdelay@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 4:53:20 PM (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System Project EFSEC Docket No: 240004

External Email

Good afternoon,

There are a bunch of issues with this location.

1. Risk of contamination from burning lithium batteries spreading to the surrounding areas and forcing evacuations due to toxic levels of smoke, gas, and ash in the air- potenitally forcing the evacuation of everything around the BESS for miles for the duration of the fire- which could be for two weeks.
2. Since water is the main defensive tactic used in attempting to minimize fire expansion in a lithium BESS fire, as shown in the most recent BESS fire in Otay Mesa, CA that burned for 14 days, almost 20 million gallons can easily be used- and all that water then becomes contiminated and spreads to the surrounding area and into the Hansen Creek which ir immediately next door and connects to the Skagit river...

Here's more information that I have sent to you and local and county officials:

 info about BESS and a couple things the developers of BESS will try to sell you on:

Utililty- They are claiming they are a "utility" and should be able to bypass environmental, noise, risk/danger, and all other impact studies.
      If they can't get a utility exemption- then they will go for a "The critical areas designation and alteration exception processes."

      Alternatively, Developers are saying BESS can be permitted as an essential public facility- meaning they can skip all those pesky impact studies...

      Are BESS essential? Do rural cities and towns have an essential need for a BESS?  Is your area suffering from rolling black and brown-outs weekly or even daily? 

      Or when your power goes out, is it predominantly because a power line is down?

      FYI, A BESS can't transfer power to you if the powerline to you is down...

      You know what powerlines never go down? The big huge massive inter-state power lines that can send power to San Diego and almost all the Western half of the US (and Mexico and Canada) in fractions of a second...

They will tell  you that the Growth Managment Act expressly prohibits placing moratoriums on central public services...

How is Skagit County surviving without a BESS currently? 
How will a BESS Benefit Skagit County?  Why are they bypassing Skagit County's permit approval process and seeking approval through the EFSEC?

They will tell you that 100s of jobs will be created- ask them how many permanent on-site and full time jobs will be on duty during hours of operation (24/7)?

They will tell you that the BESS will help prevent power outages- but almost 99% of PSE's power outages are due to downed lines- where BESS will be useless to help and provide zero benefit to us...

They will tell you the BESS will increase the property value for the site- but they won't tell you about the 5-10year lifecycle of lithium battery BESS and how they will file property tax depreciation schedules and bring in their lawyers to knock the value from the initial $200M-$300M (or more) down 10% or 20% per year.  Then there are all the tax credits they plan to re-sell...

And, if they get too much pushback locally at the city or county level, they will bypass the local and county permitting processes and apply through the State of Washington, Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC), where they don't even have to notify anyone of their project- and only people signed up for notices from the EFSEC will be notified... And, where the Governor has exclusive approval power.

Ask them, for when there is a fire, what is the ideal level of fire-personnel staffing, firetrucks, equipment, and HazMat gear?  

The Recent Otay Mesa BESS fire had over 30 fire trucks, 2 HAZMAT crews, several toxicity testing drones, one toxicity testing robot (all of which enabled them to quickly set up the evacuation and shelter-in-place zones) and many other emergency response teams- including sheriff/police officers to shut down the roads and help with going door to door for mandatory evacuations.

How does the existing staffing and equipment and device levels compare to existing levels?  Do you have toxicity testing drones and robots that can be rapidly deployed to establish the evacuation and shelter in place zones?

They are claiming a BESS has the same impacts as other utilities (electricity, natural gas, water, sewer, telephone, internet). 
      Yet none of those spontaneously combust, 
      None of the other utilities cause unstoppable fires (that last for 5 days on average and require evacuations of everyone within 1/2 a mile, nor require shelter in place orders for everyone up to 7 miles away.  
      They don't require shutting down highways for days.  
      They don't release a ton of deadly toxins that even firemen in Hazmat suits are afraid to walk through.  
      Those other utilities don't generate 96db-106db of noise all day every day. 
      Those other utilities don't require 1ft thick reinforced concrete shrapnel/sound barriers to stop ballistically propelled burning lithium battery cells that are burning at 2,000 degrees Celsius/3632 degrees Fahrenheit.

They will claim that a lithium BESS fire is no different than a house fire and the same toxins are released from your blender burning or your tv burning or and battery-operated device burning... But, we chose to have those small devices in our homes and we can immediately react to something sparking or overheating- whereas this BESS is being forced into our lives where we will have to listen to the noise daily and live in fear about when- not if- a fire and forced evacuations will happen.  Will it be in the middle of the night? Will it be when our kids are sick in bed with the flu?  We will be the ones impacted by an up to 2-week evacuation order...  A house fire doesn't take weeks to burn out when almost 20 million gallons of water is sprayed on it- a house fire typically is extinguished with about 1,000 gallons of water.  A house fire doesn't
enter thermal runaway and have millions of lithium batteries that can spontaneously combust and explode and rocket 100s of feet away.

They will claim any moratorium (to learn more about BESS) frustrates the State and County policies that mandate a transition to renewable energy such as the Clean Energy Transformation Act that has goals for 5.3 Gigawatt hours of energy storage by 2030.  

FYI, the State-level energy siting commission (EFSEC) lists over 4.8GWh of energy storage BESS already in review- leaving only 500MegaWatthours to meet our 2030 goals.  

Tenaska, the Developer behind the Covington BESS and Tukwila BESS, and your Skagit County BESS has 4GWH of proposed BESSs in process- meaning between one developer and the existing BESS proposals going through the EFSEC's approval process, we already have more than 8.8GWH of battery storage facilities in process.  

Overall, there are about 12GWH of proposed BESS that will be completed and online in about 12-18 months...

That's 12 GigaWATT-Hours of stored energy facilities already pending/looming to hit our state's 2030 goal of 5.3 Giga-watt-hours...  

That is over-kill!

Our Clean Energy Transformation Act's (CETA) 2045 goal is to have 13.5 Giga-watt-hours of battery storage...

That's by 2045...

We already have 12 gigawatt hours of BESS pending and in the approval process right now!

This Skagit BESS, is 800 Mega-watt-hours- that would mean this one BESS on fertile farm land and next to Hansen Creek would provide 15% of the entire Washington State 5.3 giga-watt-hours goal for 2030...

Tenaska will tell you they are helping us hit our mandated energy storage goals for 2030 and 2045- they aren't... They already know that there are more BESS being built than all of Washington State needs to hit the 2045 goals.  That far exceed our goals... Even our 2045 goals...

Furthermore, they aren't really intending to help with WA's CETA and our State and Utility storage goals, instead, they plan to export the power outside of WA state to the highest bidder... Tenaska, went so far as to tell the Covington City Council that if Covington's power was out and the BESS was fully charged and had the power to deploy to Covington residents to turn their lights back on- that they would sell the power to where ever the demand was highest (most profitable).  Here's a link to that Covington City Council meeting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYZ8AKr-T4E&t=3020s  FYI, in a recent power supply shortage incident, the Texas power market (ERCOT) priced and sold electricity at $5,000 per kilowatt hour- this BESS will house 800,000 kilowatt hours and could make $4 BILLION with a single charge/discharge cycle- and
they can do 3 full cycles per day- as seen here :

"Power prices surged to $5,000 per kilowatt-hour, the maximum amount allowed by ERCOT.

That’s when the batteries stepped in. They discharged 1.8 GW of power onto the grid and sent power prices falling to around $2,700 per megawatt-hour."

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/as-heat-waves-roast-texas-batteries-keep-power-grid-humming/

Tenaska's proposed BESS in Skagit County could buy 800mWh of energy from PSE (let's assume residential rates of .15 cents per kWh, just to keep it simple) for $120,000 and sell it for a max of $5,000 per kWh (in Texas) and make $4,000,000,000 off a single 800mWh charge- and, again, they can do up to 3 full charge/discharge cycles a day.

Ask them how often will they charge and discharge the batteries?

If the stored power is to help Sedro Wooley and Skagit County (and WA), the batteries should be charged up and sitting idle all but the 3 hours and 1 minute of average power outages (per PSE's 2022 Service Quality Report Card) per year.

What are the batteries going to be doing the rest of the time?  Sitting idle? Trickle charging?

Ask them if they plan to export any of the stored energy outside of Washington?

But, if they are building this for WA State's CETA Energy Storage goals, our grid, our resiliency, and for our needs- Please explain how, if they plan to sell WA created energy that is stored in Skagit County and export the energy out of state- how does exporting power outside WA state help us?

How does it help us hit our Energy Storage goals if they are really buying up our excess energy (reducing WA energy supply), storing it, and selling to other states?

Won't buying up all that power put extra demands on the supply of electricity in WA?  
How will this affect our electric bills?  
When demand goes up and supply goes down, prices rise...

Ask them if we get a cut of exported power since they cited our CETA energy storage goals as a purpose of their BESS- that's for WA state's goal... If they sold the power out of state and the batteries are charged when we need it, how does that help us and our goals?
 
Ask them if they would be okay with an 90% gross receipts tax on all exported energy stored in Sedro Woolley?  If this is being built for us, then we should get the vast majority of benefits and profits if it is exporting power and isn't being used for to help us.

We are putting our city at risk of fire and toxic gases that require evacuations, shelter in place orders, snd will cause unknown amounts of damage/destruction with contaminated land and water supply from the toxins released. 

Our legislature/Governor never intended for there to be so many BESS nor for BESS to be this large...

They believed the 2045 goal was a stretch goal...  Yet, we are going to surpass the goal exponentially before 2030 with the way things are looking...

They did not realize that BESS developers would come to WA state and build these massive BESS almost exclusively to sell the stored power out of state to CA and other states that have weekly rolling black-outs and brown-outs...

Speaking of BESS, here's a list of BESS I am aware of: Ravensdale, Green Water(800MWH) which is SE of Enumclaw, Covington (800MWH), Tukwila(800MWH), Emerald Downs BESS in Auburn, Christopher BESS in Auburn (400MWH), 2 more in Skagit County- in addition to this one, plus the 8 that are listed on the EFSEC's website as their permits are being processed:

Badger Mountain has 800MWh BESS in plans
Carriger Solar has 252MWh BESS in plans
Goose Prairie Solar- size to be determined
Ostrea Solar Project 160MWh in plans
Hop Hill Solar 2,000MWH BESS in plans
Hight Top Solar 160MWh in plans
Horse Heaven Wind Project 1,200MWh BESS in plans
Wallula Gap 240MWH BESS in plans 

Just looking at the Washington State Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council (EFSEC) list above, there are over 4,812MWh (4.8GWh) of BESS storage facilities under review with the EFSEC alone... 

Our 2030 State Goal is 5.3GWHs...  4.8GWh of BESS proposals are under review at the EFSEC and add in the other known BESS, and you have 9.6GWHs proposed... And it take about 12 months to get a BESS deployed and up and running... Remember, it's basically shipping containers with pre-built racks inside pre-filled with lithium Batteries inside...  A crane drops the container and they connect it...

On top of that, King County wastewater treatment plant is getting 44 tons of lithium batteries for their private BESS- but, while it is exclusively for their benefit- it will take a massive strain off of PSE/utilities during peak demand times...

Why the rush with such a dangerous battery technology?

It isn't a new technology...

Lithium batteries have been overheating and having fires since the 1990s... And, there still isn't a way to extinguish their fires...

The whole BESS industry around the US is like the wild west and gold rush- no rules, no regulations, no one really understands lithium BESS. There is no oversight...   There is no known tracking of all the BESS and energy storage proposals...  Developers are rushing to push their BESS permits through before more people become more educated and don't buy their clean energy sales pitch...

And, most important to these developers, it is extremely profitable... They can steal our State's clean and green hydro, wind, and solar generated electricity (and coal/gas generated energy) by buying up the supply (thus, increasing demand) and selling it to CA for 4x profits or to Texas for over 30,000x profits...  Wa state has one of the lowest consumer electricity rates in the country- that will change if these BESS are able to export the power stored in their batteries...

Electricity used to be WA state's largest export thanks to all our hydro/dams...  These BESS operators will be taking our state's "cheap" and green excess power and charging their batteries with it- only to turn around and export it to another state for potentially over 30,000x profits three times a day when the demand is that high...
 
All WA state BESS should be fined and taxed 90%-100% for exporting power outside WA if they mention WA state's Clean Energy Transformation Act (CETA) as a reason for building the BESS in WA...

Ask the developer if the BESS will sit idle and in a completely charged state ready to dispatch 100% of it's capacity to Sedro Woolley/Skagit/WA state? 

Also, remember, by this BESS purchasing our clean green energy/power- potentially equivalent to 200k homes and then exporting it out of state for a massive profits, they will be reducing our local surplus of electricity and increasing our electric prices due to supply/demand principles...

They will pitch you on the following Benefits:
      1. Help the community
      2. Help WA state meet their 2030 and 2045 Energy Goals
      3. Help grid stability
      4. Help reduce need for grid infrastructure upgrades

There will also be several union representatives and companies coming out to support the project that want to win the contracts for their union/companies there as well...  Motivated exclusively by $$$...

They may bring a fire expert will play the "good cop"/"neutral party" and keep saying things like, Tenaska won't like me saying this..."  but not answer any negative questions...

They may even offer to build you a $30M community center!  Make other purchases of land to turn into green space.  Buy a new fire station!  They will make BILLIONS off this BESS by selling the power to CA and other states- and for selling back to PSE and local utilities for a handsome profit- if they have any power left in the batteries when PSE needs it...

In short, this location is the wrong location- there are too many risks... Too many unknowns... 

I think a moratorium should be placed on all Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) near people's homes until there is a way to quickly and efficiently extinguish LFP and other Lithium based fires in minutes- NOT days to weeks- and until there are fire/thermal-runaway prevention technologies that can stop fires and thermal runaway before deadly gasses are released to the environment. 

Here's a quick reference a list of points as opposed to my long-winded email:

3. Battery containers spontaneously combust- there is no way to prevent battery fires

4. Batteries fires can’t be extinguished- it takes many days if not weeks to die-down on their own

5. Battery fires release (off-gas) airborne chemicals cyanide, hydrogen fluoride gas/hydrofluoric acid, ammonia, chlorine, and hydrogen sulfide into the surrounding air, ground, and water- they will say they need to get back to us on any dangers- and even lie and say the one chemical (hydrogen fluoride gas/hydrofluoric acid) will get burned up in the fire

6. The chemicals/toxins released are heavier than air and will hover in a massive and quickly spreading cloud of a cocktail of deadly chemicals about 2ft-4ft off the ground and spread all around the surrounding areas (as seen in the only well documented BESS fire- in Surprise, AZ), and seeking low ground and engulfing everything around it and spreading into our yards and into homes and all around the natural environment

7. Because there is no known way to extinguish Lithium battery fires and firefighters know they don't have a way to extinguish these battery facilities fires- firefighter’s current action plan is to play defense and spray water on the surrounding battery containers to keep them cool with the hope to prevent them from spontaneously combusting while they wait for the battery container that is on fire to die down on its own- usually taking weeks of flames and smoke filled with cyanide, hydrogen fluoride gas/hydrofluoric acid, ammonia, chlorine, and  hydrogen sulfide, and Cobalt spreading around to all the surrounding areas

8. The average of 6 million gallons (but as seen in the Otay Mesa, CA BESS fire this Summer, close to 20 million gallons of water may be required) of run-off from fire defense/control or dilution-water will be corrosive and/or toxic, and it will cause pollution and contamination of well water sources/aquifer/water table and all surrounding areas.  How much does it cost to decontaminate an aquifer?

9. Shelter in place and/or evacuation orders are usually issued for everyone within a mile (in the recent Moss Landing fire in CA, a shelter in place advisory was issued for all residents/businesses within 3 miles of the battery facility; and in the 2021 Morris industrial fire (used Li battery storage facility) required a 10 mile radius evacuation for 5 days (between June 29th and July 3rd); and in the Chandler, AZ fire, they evacuated people almost a mile away.  The recent Melba, ID BESS fire burned for 5-days and they evacuated everyone within a mile and paid for hotel rooms for everyone displaced and had a shelter in place order for 7 miles out.  In the Otay Mesa BESS fire they evacuated everyone within 2 miles and had shelter in place orders out to 5 miles downwind.

10. Does the developer have an evacuation plan? What resources will be required to be dedicated evacuations, road closures, and going door to door?

11. Who is financially responsible for the evacuations and room and board?

12. Who pays for people's homes and yards to be sanitized?  As seen with ash falling across Wa state a few summers ago from the fires in Canada- ash from fires can travel hundreds of miles- and lithium ash will be full of cyanide, hydrogen fluoride gas/hydrofluoric acid, ammonia, chlorine, and hydrogen sulfide, Cobalt and many other deadly toxins

13. What is your ash cleanup plan- how are those costs budgeted for- insurance?

14. What are their defensive water spray containment plan and clean up plans

15. What are the fire plans- fire containment systems- as we all know lithium batteries are self feeding once they enter thermal runaway and un-extinguishable, do you let it burn? Do you let it burn and spray defensive water spray on nearby containers?

16. Proper biologic level hazmat gear is required for fire fighters and having multiple toxicity testing drones and robots should be required.

17. Most WA state residences and business don't have HVAC system that can filter out cyanide or any of these other deadly gasses that are released when there is a fire at this industrial facility, the seals on the doors and windows are not good enough to keep the toxic clouds of deadly gasses out and sheltering in place would essentially be trapping workers, family, and kids within a death cloud that will only kill them slowly, or ruin theirs and their family's lives with health problems for the rest of their lives if anyone survived

18. The industrial battery facility will be in a rural area without the infrastructure nor resources to handle a massive multi-day lithium fire

19. The facility will be "industrial" and not "fit" into the beauty and peacefulness of the rural and low density farming area and is not compatible with the physical characteristics of the subject property;  it will go from being a quiet and safe site to acres of gravel covered land with concrete slabs and hundreds of various industrial and ugly looking large electrical grid/utility machines that are constantly making industrial noises 24/7    

20. They will claim they are a utility or necessary central public facility- but they aren't regulated by anyone, they aren't registered as a utility, they won't actually be benefitting anyone in Skagit until there is a power outage (PSE says each customer experiences about 3 hours without electricity spread out across the year per year) , they won't be billing every household, households won't use them every day- they aren't a necessity 

21. This massive deadly and loud industrial facility being placed next to farmland and rural homes, and businesses, with ugly industrial look and feel, with massive industrial shrapnel/noise barrier walls and prison yard like chain-link fences topped with barbed-wire, and every inch inside and all around covered by security cameras and security lights- looking like a prison, the noise alone will hinder the enjoyment of the businesses and the rural area and neighborhoods and it will discourage enjoyment and use of neighboring properties;

22. This development will conflict with the health and safety of the community through the excessively loud (100db+) systems running 24/7 and the potentially deadly gasses/toxins released when there is a fire

23. Locating this in Skagit will demand excessive support from fire and emergency services (In last year's Tesla Mega pack fire in Australia, it took over 150 firefighters and 30 firetrucks and 4 days to try to prevent the spread- which they failed to do as the fire overheated a nearby BESS container and cause it to also enter thermal runaway- and watch and wait until the battery extinguish itself) and will adversely affect public services to the surrounding area 

24. Property values will be destroyed and plummet 50% or more for every home that can see and hear this facility-  overhead power lines are proven to reduce property values by close to 50% and this facility is extremely LOUD and extremely deadly and uglier than overhead power lines…

25. Battery storage facilities are loud- producing an average of 93db-106db of sound 24/7/365 days a year.

26. The substation alone will produce 100db 24/7/365

27. The inverter will produce 92db 24/7/365

28. There will be 100s of battery containers making 93db-106db  of noise 24/7 each (93db is louder than a train’s whistle 500ft away-which is only 90db- we can hear the train going through Covington at night, the train is 10,000+ft away and we can still hear it) and we estimate this facility will have 100s of containers. This noise would be "next-door" to business, rural homes, and large farms and could potentially be generating the 93db-106db noises 24/7

29. Battery storage facilities require a transformer which is even louder than the quieter batteries containers at 100db- equivalent to a jackhammer 25ft away. 102db, (which is less than 106db this facility could produce 24/7) is equivalent to you using a jackhammer… This facility could potentially be generating these loud of noises 24/7 365 days a year as well

30. The sounds won’t just be a deep humm like a powerline- the sounds produced 24/7 have been measured at extreme levels at 31.5db (deep hum), 63db, 125db, 250db, 500db, 1k db, 2k db, 4k db, and up to 8k db (super high pitched whine)- all of which can make you lose you hearing

31. Interestingly, the paid for by Tenaska sound/noise study shows sound levels way below the average BESS sound study, and that is because they told the sound engineering firm doing their study to adjust the sound levels based on 40% fan speed, whereas almost every other BESS study shows 90%-100% fan speeds.  Also, interesting to note, is they don't show the overall noise created by the combined components- which gives a more realistic idea of how loud the BESS as a whole will sound

32. 

33. The constant noise will drive people to lose their hearing- not to mention driving them mad and destroy the peace and quiet and everyone’s ability to enjoy being outside and will drive all birds and wildlife far away

34. How often are they going to be charging/discharging the batteries- the more often they sell power, the more money they make- so as often as they can 24/7- meaning the whole facility will be running at close to 100% max speed all the time and needing exponentially higher fan speeds to try to keep the lithium batteries from overheating and entering thermal runaway- all it takes is one battery out of the millions in each BESS container to overheat, malfunction, or have any issue that causes it to overheat and enter thermal runaway and cause a cascading fire that burns until all the batteries in the container have burned themselves out.

35. During the permitting process, they will tell us they will throttle down the cooling systems - their noise study shows the cooling systems operating at 40% to meet noise/sound requirements- but the batteries must be kept at 70 degrees (or cooler) to reduce the chance of entering thermal runaway and spontaneously combusting.  Tenaska is misrepresenting fan speed/noise levels.  Those cooling systems will be running at full tilt all the time- except on the coldest days/nights of winter- because the constant charging and discharging is a high heat producing process... Does your cell phone ever get warm?  Multiply that by having millions of lithium batteries stack on top of and next to each other... In their sound study, they also say that the charge discharge cycle only lasts an hour- every other BESS I've studied is 4 hours to charge and 4 hours to

discharge- so 8 hours for the whole cycle and a max of 3 full cycles per day..

36. 

37. Most BESS noise studies are provided showing at least 80% operating capacity- ideally worst case sound levels should be provied, but Tenaska submitted their self sourced sound study to show system operating at 40%.  Here's another BESS noise study submitted to the WA state EFSEC:

38. 

39. Comparing only the broadband sound levels, Tenaska's BESS operating at 40% puts out 84.9dBA vs 106 at the Watoma project

40. This may be explained by Tenaska withholding data- see this sound study where it lists the BESS rooftop HVAC noise levels for a single BESS HVAC unit and also provides cumalative sound levels for all the HVAC units combined:

41. 

42. The more noise generating units/items, the louder the BESS- so by reducing the fan speed to 40% for the sound study and only reporting the sound level created by a single HVAC unit, it gives the appearance of a quieter overall BESS- but, only because the testing and data parameters were adjusted to fit the target noise levels.. 

43. What happens if the county sound ordinance levels are exceeded?  Covington City Council asked Tom from Tenaska that exact questions during the city council meeting linked above- and Tenaska Tom's response was, they will pay the fine as it is a cost of doing business...  If they are making billions, as planned, they won't care about any small noise violation or any other fines once the cash is rolling in- are there laws that have to power to shut them down for violating noise levels? 

44. They say they will build an 8ft-10ft reinforced concrete shrapnel barrier that are 12 inches thick to block the noise and shrapnel- That won’t prevent all the loud noises and shrapnel (rocketing burning lithium batteries) from flying over the wall and going straight into anything nearby

45. The proposed location isn't designed for a dangerous industrial complex and when there is afire and lithium batteries are exploding and flaming lithium batteries are rocketing in all directions, firemen will have to block off the roads and still won't be able to get into position properly to spray other containers to keep them cool and the fire may spread to other BESS containers

46. The closest home shares the property line with the potential BESS

47.  The closest neighbor's home is potentially only 50 feet away 

48. The developer will say that their facility won’t impact the flow of water, yet increased flash floods and brown water runoff from denuded land, plus herbicides (Roundup?) used on site to control vegetation growth, will pollute neighbors’ properties, pollute streams and other bodies of water

49. Plus replacing natural habitat with acres of gravel and concrete will create more run-off to the adjacent properties and will create a heat island that will raise temperatures all around the facility.

50. The amount of defensive water used to attempt to keep surrounding battery packs from overheating at a battery energy storage system fire 24/7 for the course of many days to weeks could approach 20 million gallons- if not more- and all of those gallons of contaminated run-off will all flow away from the facility

51. It took 14 days and almost 20 million gallons of water to try to contain the Otay Mesa BESS fire

52. A BESS fire and the defense/control water would poison the aquifer/water table with millions of gallons of contaminated runoff water- again, who pays for that? 

53. In most BESS designs, the developer tries to pack the massive BESS containers as close as possible per the manufacturer's specifications- the developer will tell you that no BESS fire has lept from one container to another- but the Tesla Megapack fire in Australia did exactly that... So extra spacing must be required

54. This facility will be in the Skagit River contributary basin and could kill and contaminate everything downstream for miles

55. There are 9 wetlands on the proposed site plus additional wetlands all around- fire defense/control water run-off could poison/contaminate all of them

56. There are already retention ponds on the property which will get contaminated

57.  The water table is very high, which will allow the contamination to seep into water supply and water sources for wildlife- fire defense water run-off would poison all the surrounding land, storm drains, streams, rivers, and beyond

58. Are there homes within a 1-mile radius on wells? The fire defense water run-off could poison the water table  

59. Salmon Streams could be impacted as well

60. Where will up to 20 Million gallons of contaminated water go?

61. How fast can you evacuate the surround homes/businesses within a mile or two miles?

62. Is there any wildlife that would be impacted by the noise?

63. You have to consider what impacts both the noise and water contamination the BESS will cause to wildlife

64. The noise will drive wildlife away and make a major impact on the serenity, peacefulness, and calming sounds of nature neighbors are used to hearing/sensing

65. They will say they will use nighttime compliant lights- but their motion sensing security lights will  impact nighttime sky and stargazing- Night glare from bright security lights interfering with valuable dark night skies.

66. They will have a ton of security measures, including cameras aimed outwards directly at and into people’s homes 

67. There are no known fire prevention technologies that work 100% in preventing battery facility fires- the codes- no matter how up to date can’t prevent the lithium battery fires and the codes and rules can’t stop them- so adhering to all the latest NFPA 855 and other codes only only provide a feeling of safety...

68. No one knows how to prevent nor stop Lithium battery fires- and all the fire safety codes, regulations, rules are just best guesses and do nothing other than to set a minimum standard.  

69. All the Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) fires, and e-bike, e-scooter, cell phone, laptop, and all other Lithium battery fires were all in devices that were “up to code”- being up to code, when codes can’t prevent fires nor stop lithium fires once they have started isn’t enough.

70. They will tell us everything is up to code- but that won’t prevent or stop Lithium battery fires nor can the codes extinguish a fire- there is no known technology that can quickly and efficiently extinguish lithium battery fires

71. They will tell us they are using the safest Lithium battery chemistry- LFP, which has exploded in several recent fires (Germany, Neuhardenberg July 2021; Australia, Brisbane March 2020;US, IL, LaSalle July 2021; US, PA, Millvale January 2023; Warwick NY had two separate BESS fires in June 2023; East Hampton, NY in May 2023; Chaumont NY in July 23; Melba ID in October 2023) and killed people (China, Beijing April 2021) Even though they haven’t decided on which battery brand to go with yet- and all brands have had fires as no Lithium battery is safe- they are dangerous and release deadly toxins/chemicals when they spontaneously combust 

72. They will tell us that Lithium Iron Phosphate (LFP) batteries are safe- yet studies have shown that while LFP does have a 100 degree higher ignition point, it is more dangerous due to the toxins/chemicals it releases when burning: "This report on different chemistry of battery fires, has data that LFP has the most dangerous gas emissions vs other chemistry. So while manufacturers rely on LFP for their higher temperature tolerance and say they are safer, once they hit thermal runaway, they are actually more dangerous."  https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352152X24008739?fbclid=IwY2xjawEgtA1leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHZCELgfztzerehwcmPfWs3CGut1IXzFsgqsQZCxfnqTnhNHR48U9_ubUbA_aem_k_EV42orJyc-GucX0WyocQ#sec4

Review of gas emissions from lithium-ion battery thermal
runaway failure — Considering toxic and flammable
compounds
Lithium-ion batteries (LIBs) present fire, explosion and toxicity hazards through the release
of flammable and noxious gases during rare thermal runaw…

www.sciencedirect.com

73. They will tell us someone (maybe the battery manufacturer) will train our Local Fire Department and there will be a QR code on the gate so firemen can read up on how to watch the fire and how to try to contain the fire so it doesn’t spread.  In a recent Australian BESS fire, it took over 150 firefighters and 30 firetrucks and 4 days of spraying water on nearby Tesla Megapacks to try to prevent the fire from spreading to additional Tesla Megapacks while they waited for the lithium battery fire to extinguish itself- so they would have to train all the surrounding fire departments as well to bring an adequate response to fight a up to 2 week long fire.. In the recent Otay Mesa BESS fire it took 55 firefighters 24/7 for two weeks to battle the blaze- plus two HAZMAT teams, the bomb squad, and many other resources...

74. “Lithium- ion fires release an array of deadly toxins including Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Fluoride and Cobalt. These toxins are especially dangerous to firefighters because they are dermally absorbed through the skin and no personal  protective clothing can protect you against it.”   Greg McConville, UFUA National Secretary

75. Hydrogen Cyanide (HCN) is a colorless, flammable, and poisonous chemical compound that is released by Battery Storage facilities during a fire. HCN interferes with the body’s use of oxygen and may cause harm to the brain, heart, blood vessels, and lungs; exposure can be fatal within 3 minutes of exposure

76. Ammonia (NH3), NH3 is hydroscopic, or water-seeking. When combined with moisture it forms a corrosive substance. Ammonia gas is very irritating to the eyes, nose and respiratory system, and in high concentrations is also corrosive to the skin and eyes. Breathing ammonia gas can be fatal.

77. Chlorine (Cl2), Chlorine (Cl2) gas is a very toxic chemical element that can cause eye irritation, coughing, vomiting and other symptoms. It is easily distinguishable by its greenish-yellow color and a bleach-like odor. Chlorine was even weaponized during World War I and is estimated to have caused at at least 1100 deaths in its first usage

78. Hydrogen sulfide (H2S), Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) is a flammable and highly toxic substance that can be dangerous in both acute and chronic forms. One exposure to high levels of H2S can cause immediate death, while health problems might not show up until three days after the exposure. It is a chalcogen-hydride gas, and is poisonous, corrosive, and flammable, with trace amounts in ambient atmosphere having a characteristic foul odor of rotten eggs

79. When there is a fire, the gasses and smoke released could be carried miles away and poison several lakes and rivers- The Valley Center BESS fire had people outside the 5-mile shelter-in-place orders suffering from exposure (including burning, eyes, nose, and throat- including swelling throat making it hard to breathe, headaches, nausea, and people as far as 7 miles downwind from the BESS fire coughing up dark phlegm for days afterwards 

80. Stranded energy- after the fire, batteries still retain energy and there is a likely-hood the batteries will reignite on their own multiple times up to 2 weeks after the fire.  The Otay Mesa fire re-ignited multiple times- before the first re-ignition, they down-graded the evacuation order for about 6 hours before the "extinguished" lithium batteries re-ignited and spewed toxic gases/smoke all over again, requiring re-instating the evacuation order. The Otay Mesa BESS fire ended up burning for 14 days- and the evacuation and shelter in place orders remained in effect until it was done re-igniting.
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81. Many Battery storage facilities aren’t engineered to withstand the potential level of the Puget Sounds’ earthquakes.  The earthquake’s vibration, shock, shaking, and impact could induce faults such as disturbances to the internal construction of the cells, breakage of cell tab or intercell connections, contacts between the cathode and anode due to a distortion or tear of the separator, and the creation of other defects that can lead to an internal short circuit or high temperatures, both of which can lead to a catastrophic thermal runaway.  Of course, any of these internal issues could also occur during the device’s transportation and installation in its final location. 

82. There are a million things that can go wrong and result in batteries spontaneously combusting- defective batteries, poor system/container design, defective ancillary systems, too much wear and tear, failed components- one Tesla Megapack fire at Moss Landing was because a fan bearing failed and the fan couldn’t spin fast enough to keep the temps down and in another Tesla Megapack fire a coolant line was leaking and the batteries overheated.  In the most documented fire, the facility operator said it was a defective battery (Surprise, AZ fire, APS blamed LG battery defect and LG said it was an external cause).  And in South Korea, "After a five-month investigation into fires at 23 energy storage installations in South Korea, an expert panel has blamed poor-quality installations, faulty operating procedures, missing protections against

electrical shocks and lack of overall control systems for the fires".

83. Two separate BESS fires in Warwick NY last Summer were blamed on rain from a big storm getting into the BESS container and triggering a reaction that led to thermal runaway. 

84. What happens if Hansen Creek and Skagit river flood- the lithium batteries will react to any exposure to water by entering thermal runaway...

85. The question is not “if” a runaway event will occur but “when”.   Daniel J. Gorham,  Fire Protection Research Foundation Quincy, Massachusetts, USA

86. These fires can be explosive and their proposed 10ft wall will not prevent rocketing shrapnel from flying over the 1ft thick reinforced concrete shrapnel/noise barrier and hitting things a couple hundred feet away.

87. This industrial facility will be ugly with chain link fences and barbed wire - looking like prison

88. Murals on the shrapnel walls will only invite graffiti 

89. It will be not be manned and any attack or vandalism will have to go through the remote monitored process- delays.  The Suprise AZ fire burned for hours and was only reported by locals who lived 1000s of feet away when they smelled the toxins inside their closed up home with the AC on and looked out the window and saw smoke.  They reported it as a fire across the freeway- firefighters arrived thinking it was a brush fire- and immediately saw the deadly cloud of toxins hovering about 3ft above the ground and called in HAZMAT squad- read about it!  It is very well documented!

90. Electrical grids are being targeted more and more frequently by thieves, vandals, and terrorists who have shot at electrical facilities- this would be a target and could have catastrophic consequences. The Department of Defense said BESS could be hacked and weaponized and removed and or stopped installation of BESS on military bases/sites...

91. They say it will create local jobs, but that is only during the construction- as this facility will be unmanned- and even with that, they will bring in their own crews and only hire a about 100 local union members from different trades for very short periods of time- all of whom will most likely have ZERO experience in building a dangerous facility like this where even the smallest thing can lead to catastrophic issues in the future…

92. Another study concluded that homes within .67 a mile of an industrial facility decrease in value up to 62% due to proximity to that industrial facility- the decrease in home value exponentially gets larger the closer the home is to the site…  

93. A recent news story about a Mason County, Texas home owner who had a BESS installed next door says "it is a nightmare" and hasn't been able to sell his house for 2 years.. If homes are close enough, they may become unsellable....

94. They will say the substation, transformers and the massive levels of electrical current from charging and discharging the batteries won’t be seen, heard, or felt and that all studies show EMF is not an issue- even though both the 1979 study and 2002 California Health Department report on EMFs proved otherwise.  The CA report, a 7-year, $9 million study,concluded that EMFs can cause some degree of increased risk of childhood leukemia, adult brain cancer, Lou Gehrig’s Disease, and miscarriage. The evaluation further concludes that magnetic fields may cause suicide and adult leukemia.

95. They will say they are necessary- but we are existing fine without them and there are already enough BESS in various permit review stages to almost double the 2030 energy storage goals.

96. Any question that may have an answer that is negative, they will defer and say they will need to get back to us on that. But they have been asked the same tough questions at many presentations and they avoid answering them. Contact the Covington City Council to learn their experience with the exact same Developer!  Also watch their council meeting where Tenaska tried to sell them on the BESS. FYI, Tenaska hasn't gotten back to them on any of dozens of questions asked...

97. They will bring in all their experts and will refuse to answer any questions that reflect negatively on them and their project and instead tell us they will have to get back to us- please watch the linked City of Covington Council Meeting to see Tenaska Tom avoid answering questions he's been asked many times at many of his presentations.

98. They will have an Electric union representative show up and speak in favor of the BESS/job and she will try to bring a couple other electricians to say they need the work and how great this BESS will be 

99. Our grid is stable and we rarely experience extended outages- and when we do, it is because a powerline is down- this facility won’t help with that.

100. They will tell us it is to benefit our community- but they are a private for profit company that is building BESS solely to make profit.  They will sell the power to the highest bidder (usually CA, AZ, NM, and TX) as often as they can- up to three times a day.

101. They won’t let this battery facility sit idle waiting for us to have peak demand scenarios or power outages- they will be constantly selling the power they bought from PSE for pennies to the highest bidder that is most desperate for energy and willing to pay the most

102. By buying power cheaply from PSE (charging their batteries with cheap electricity) and selling the stored power to the highest bidder (discharging the batteries and sending the electricity to the highest bidder) as fast as they can- they will make the most money possible- and by quickly charging and discharging the system- they will be putting the maximum stress on all components and making the facility's cooling and other systems extremely loud and increasing the likelihood of a catastrophic event…

103. We don’t need the power- PSE’s studies have shown that by 2030 we will need 1,000 megawatts of stored power- this facility (which can be operational in 8-12 months from getting approval) will supply 80% of the TOTAL projected need by PSE in 2030… There is no need to place this facility at this rural location where there are so many risks and so many other issues.

104. We don’t want to be the case study used for future citing regulations because we allowed this deadly industrial facility to be placed in a small rural town near homes and creeks/rivers/wetlands and it ended with a mass casualty event killing many people and animals due to lack of proper infrastructure, resources, and staffing

105. Until they can quickly and safely extinguish lithium battery fires just like putting out a regular fire, there should be a moratorium on lithium battery storage facilities- there are hundreds of other energy storage options.

106. Better yet, until they have a fast and safe extinguishing method and can prevent batteries from overheating/thermal runaway, there should be a Ban and or moratorium.

107. It is too risky to allow BESS Developers to build industrial BESS facilities near people's homes, close to schools and hospitals, and anywhere else were it could catastrophically impact people and the environment.  They belong in heavy industrial zoned areas or out in the middle of no where connected to wind or solar plants.

108. BESS will only be increasing electricity demand (every charge cycle of this proposed BESS will use the equivalent of 200k homes at peak time- and it can do three full charge and discharge cycles per day - adding the equivalent of 600k homes worth of peak electricity usage everyday- and increasing people's electricity prices due to increased demand and reduced supply.  Even if BESS were not allowed to export their power out of state, they are building BESS for profit- so they buy the electricity from PSE and they won't sell it back unless it is profitable for them.

Things to consider:
fire risks and no known effective prevention, mitigation, or extinguishing methods after more than 30 years of research 
unincorporated/city/county zoning regulations- does it fit in with surrounding environment?
Noise levels- how loud will this be with systems running at Max speed
financial risks to the city/county
Environmental risks- fire residue and ash could be distributed up to 7 miles away as seen in the 2nd fire at the Valley Center, CA BESS fire- with the potential for air, ground, and groundwater pollution, 
the authority of the state Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council to preempt any city action
the role of the state Department of Ecology- which allows BESS developers to pay a fee to the wetland mitigation fund to allow BESS developers to destroy wetlands wherever they want
whether or not there is the potential for an environmental superfund contamination site to be created in the event of a catastrophic fire or other BESS failure, and
the potential for individual cities/counties (as well as a combined effort of cities/counties) to utilize the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to protect the city and its residents both from BESS facilities within the city/county limits, as well as from BESS facilities located outside the city/county that may have the potential to negatively affect the City/County and its residents in the event of a fire.

And, finally, regardless of whether BESS development projects are bundled/packaged and sold, who will undertake and pay for the costs of cleanup, oversight, damages, etc. in the event of a catastrophic event in a city/county? The federal and state governments don’t own the project. Neither does Puget Sound Energy.  

A Black Diamond City Council member stopped by to look at the BESS in Surprise, AZ when he was in town, and that fire is one of the most well documented BESS fires as a bunch of first responders were severely injured from the exploding BESS, and the BD Council member said that site has been abandoned.  Tenaska and all these other developers create LLC's to build their BESS, so when something goes wrong and insurance limits are exceeded, they can declare bankruptcy for the LLC and walk away abandoning the site and community...  Who will be left holding the financial bag in the event of a catastrophic event?

What happens to surrounding farms that are destroyed?  Who is responsible if people aren't evacuated fast enough and injuries and/or deaths happen?

Industrial BESS should only be sited in heavy industrial zoned areas or far far away from people, homes, and vulnerable populations and vulnerable habitat/environments and connected to wind/solar plants where evacuation orders and shelter in place orders won't impact anyone.

Any type of lithium BESS is a ticking time bomb...  

Remember there are hundreds of alternatives without any risk of fire explosion nor risk of deadly toxins and contamination available now...

We should not rush into siting lithium BESS in risky and not ideal locations just because that is what BESS developers are selling.

Please watch the Covington City Council meeting from June 13th 2023 linked above!

Please spread the word and get Skagit County residents to oppose this poorly sited proposed BESS!

Thank you, 

James 

PS. For more info, please feel free to read the email I sent to Covington City Council before Tenaska did their presentation over a year ago going over issues I was aware of at that time- see email below:

From: Krista Bates <kbates@covingtonwa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 12:17 PM
To: James DeLay <jamesdelay@hotmail.com>; City Council <citycouncil@covingtonwa.gov>
Subject: RE: Meeting Prep: 14 acre industrial battery storage facility targeted to be built right next to Mattson Middle School, neighborhoods, wetlands, and rural homes on wells
 
Mr. Delay,
 
Thank you again for contacting the City of Covington about the Industrial Battery Storage Facility proposed in unincorporated King County on parcels 2422059059 and 2422059130.  The city is aware of the proposal, Kingfisher Energy Storage, King County Project Number CDUP23-0003; however, the City of Covington is not the decision-making jurisdiction in this matter.
 
The Kingfisher Battery Energy Storage project will undergo a comprehensive review process lead by King County to study the project and it’s impacts. This process is designed to ensure appropriate mitigation and response measures are in place to protect the land, wildlife, and communities surrounding the project.
 
The facility must also receive all necessary approvals from local fire and permitting authorities before it is constructed.  This process includes multiple opportunities for public comment and engagement, and the Kingfisher Energy Storage team has made themselves available to share further information or answer any questions about the project as it moves forward.

 
We encourage you to follow this project through the King County process and direct your concerns to their Planning Department at PermitsQuestions@kingcounty.gov or directly to the King County Lead Planner for this project  Tracy.Cui@kingcounty.gov.
 
As this project is being proposed just outside the Covington City limits we have asked the developer to present to our city council so they can be better informed on the project.
 
As it sounds like you are aware, there is a presentation about this topic on the schedule for the city council regular meeting today, Tuesday, June 13 at 7:00pm.
 
Council meeting agendas are posted online here: https://www.covingtonwa.gov/city_departments/executive/cityclerk/councilminutes.php
 
 
Krista Bates, CMC
City Clerk / Executive Assistant
 
City of Covington
16720 SE 271st Street, Suite 100
Covington, WA 98042
Direct: 253-480-2405
Email: kbates@covingtonwa.gov
Website: www.covingtonwa.gov
 
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This communication is intended for the sole use of the individual and entity to whom it is addressed, and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law. You are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or duplication of this communication by someone other than the intended addressee or its designated agent is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please advise sender and delete the message and any attachments without reading or disclosing its contents.
 

From: James DeLay <jamesdelay@hotmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 13, 2023 1:12 AM
To: City Council <citycouncil@covingtonwa.gov>
Subject: Re: Meeting Prep: 14 acre industrial battery storage facility targeted to be built right next to Mattson Middle School, neighborhoods, wetlands, and rural homes on wells
 
Good afternoon Covington City Council,
 
I hope you are all doing well and having a great day!
 
I wanted to send you some info to help prepare you for the presentation by Tenaska about their proposed massive industrial battery storage facility..
 
Who is Tenaska:
 
A privately-held FOR-PROFIT oil, gas, natural gas, and alternative energy company.  They sell and market energy through their electric power marketing and energy management divisions; they develop and buy energy assets like the proposed facility; and operate generating facilities.  Tenaska is one of the 50 largest private U.S. companies. Gross operating revenues were $7.7 billion in 2020.
 
A company that sues the EPA:
http://climatecasechart.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/16/case-documents/2022/20220712_docket-357-MD-2022_petition-for-review.pdf
 
A company that asks for above market prices for energy- even if it means their project won't get approval:
https://www.coalage.com/us-news/tenaska-pulls-the-plug-on-taylorville-energy-center/

Tenaska Pulls the Plug on Taylorville Energy Center - Coal Age

Tenaska finally pulled the plug in June on a 602-mw coal gasification project for
which the Omaha, Neb.-based independent power producer tried unsuccessfully for
more than five years to win legislative approval in Illinois.

www.coalage.com

A company that is too big to care about the people that live by their facilities:
 
This is one of their Designs submitted- they don't care about Arlene Anderson who is in her upper 90s... Her kids pre-sold the property and her sign all the paperwork before she dies for a lot of money;  Arlene's kids to her it was for "environmental storage", but she doesn't understand what they meant- she was told it is good for the environment... Arlene said she wants to die in her home- so Tenaska's plan is to build this deadly and loud battery storage facility around her house- and when she dies, they will demolish it and fill in the space where her house once was with more batteries...
 
If you look closely at the picture above, in the top right corner (Northeast) they have an overflow spillway designed to dump all the toxic and poisonous chemical filled water from the fire defense water run-off into the neighboring property- which leads directly into a drainage ditch that leads to little Soos creek...
 
They don't care.
 
Period.
 
They don't care about the wetlands (you can see the wetlands under their design in the pic above too):
 
They will tell the WA dept of Ecology that this facility is desperately needed our electrical grid stability/needs and it has to be located at this exact location and only this location- enabling them to "pay to play" and make a payment to allow them to destroy the wetlands.
 
Here's where they arrange to pay money to enable them to destroy the 10 wetlands:
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Wetlands/Mitigation
 
So, why this property?
 
They want this property because it is 614,196sq ft (14.1 acres) of zoned residential land, and would be purchasing it at a major discount compared buying 614,196sq ft of industrial zoned land- and all they have to do is convince King County to approve their Conditional Use Permit and change these rural residential plots into a massive industrial facility...
 
 here's a list of all the recent industrial sales prices:

 
As you can see in the SP (Sales Price)/ NRA (square footage) price, the range is from $127sq ft to $177sq ft (excluding Kiro assets)...  If we take the base of $127*614,196sq ft = $78,002,892.... But, the largest industrial site sold was 158k sq ft- just a little over a quarter of the size of this property....
 
So, lets say they offered Arlene's kids $10M or $20M- they are still way ahead vs buying an industrial zoned site for $78M- plus there's not a lot available out there...
 
It is all about the money...
 
There are probably 100s of better locations in PSE's reach that aren't next to a school nor homes... 
 
Anywhere under the Bonneville power lines- like the big Bonneville station near Costco would be a better location...  Or, how about on PSE's land?
 
They will tell us the PSE told them to locate a battery storage facility next to the Berrydale substation because of our local grid's fragility and that our area has a ton of outages and is desperate for battery backup.
 
PSE's own report says we will need 1,000 MegaWatts of standalone storage in the year 2030- this facility, in this horrible location, is sized large enough to cover 80% of the entire future needs in 2030.  We have until closer to 2030 to find better locations... There is no urgency. We don't suffer from brownout/blackouts regularly- and when we do, it is because a power line was knocked down, which this facility won't help with...  

By 2045, PSE says we will need 1,800 MegaWatts of storage... And, there are so many safer alternatives than Lithium battery based energy storage...
 
https://www.pse.com/-/media/PDFs/IRP/2023/electric/chapters/01_EPR23_Ch1_Final.pdf?modified=20230331182919
 
There is no rush... There is no immediate need...
 
We have time to find better locations... There really is no rush- except for them to get tax credits and Government funding...  They could build on PSE's or Bonneville Power's properties (like the one by Costco) or on industrial Zoned properties ...
 
 
Their tactics for these controversial battery energy facilities is to use their money, teams of lawyers, lobbyist, and knowledge of loopholes to push these facilities through as quickly as possible before the public knows what hit them.  They have perfected their system and can complete the build of a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) in 8-12 months from the green light.  If they meet any opposition, they will defer all negative questions by saying they will have to get back to us on that.  The picture they will paint is all environmentally concerned and that it is to help us in our dire need for battery backup because our powerlines are so frail and on the brink of collapse...
 
They will hire the minimum required Union labor- estimated at about temporary 100 jobs for a couple months for each Union/trade- they will have Union members of all levels- with zero experience in building a BESS.  They will have their foreman who they bring in a long with the rest of their crew who travel the US and slap these facilities up...  In short, this extremely dangerous facility where there is zero room for error, will have a bunch of local Union members who have no idea of the implications of even the smallest imperfection/mistake/error working on this and doing a majority of the work- leaving a lot of room for and issue leading to a catastrophic failure.
 
The city of Renton decided against rushing into the proposed battery storage:

 
They will tell us they are using the safest "LFP" (aka Lithium Iron Phosphate or LiFePo4 batteries) and you can watch millions of videos of these batteries spontaneously combusting and exploding- here's a pic of all the smoke and gases released from a LFP battery fire earlier this year:
 
https://www.wtae.com/article/millvale-fire-sprezzatura-food-energy-hub/42708022

Fire breaks out at Millvale Food & Energy Hub

Firefighters responded to a building that houses the Sprezzatura restaurant and 412 Food Rescue on Sherman Street in Millvale.

www.wtae.com

 
You can see it is at the top of the list in the BESS Failure  event database:

 Here are other LFP fires listed in the database:
https://www.ctif.org/news/accident-analysis-beijing-lithium-battery-explosion-which-killed-two-firefighters

Accident analysis of the Beijing lithium battery explosion which killed two firefighters

Here is the downloadable report from the incident, translated within the network of the HyResponder project, of which CTIF are active members. 

www.ctif.org

https://www.pv-magazine.de/2021/07/22/brandursache-bei-grossspeicher-in-neuhardenberg-weiter-unklar/

Brandursache bei Großspeicher in Neuhardenberg weiter unklar

Die Höhe des Schadens ist ebenfalls noch offen, da das Gelände seit dem Feuer polizeilich abgeriegelt ist. Die Feuerwehr berichtet davon, dass bei dem Brand hochgiftige Flusssäure im Löschwasser aufgetreten sei, was der Betreiber des Großspeichers auf Anfrage von pv magazine in der bislang berichteten Form nicht bestätigen. Upside hat den 5-Megawatt-Speicher in
Brandenburg vor Jahren gebaut, der seither Regelleistung bereitstellte.

www.pv-magazine.de

https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/national/queensland/firefighter-injured-in-overnight-blaze-at-griffith-university-campus-20200316-p54aet.html

Firefighter 'knocked on his back' in fire blast at Griffith University

Emergency services were called to the site about 9pm after reports of the blaze in a seven-storey building at the Nathan campus.

www.brisbanetimes.com.au

https://www.shawlocal.com/mywebtimes/news/local/2021/07/19/no-evacuations-for-battery-fire-at-energy-storage-facility-east-of-grand-ridge/

No evacuations for battery fire at energy storage facility east of Grand Ridge

A battery fire Monday at an Invenergy storage facility on 25th Road, just west of the La Salle Generation Station nuclear power plant, is contained, but the scene will remain active for awhile.

www.shawlocal.com

"Nothing to see here"- they literally blocked the press from seeing the fire in the La Salle fire.....
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From an FAA report ( https://www.fire.tc.faa.gov/pdf/TC-16-17.pdf ) LiFePo4 batteries hit thermal runaway at a similar temperature as other Lithium batteries:

 
Here's the only well documented BESS fire- PLEASE READ THIS
https://fsri.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/Four_Firefighters_Injured_In_Lithium_Ion_Battery_ESS_Explosion_Arizona_0.pdf
 
This was well documented because 8 firefighters and a police officer were sent to the hospital...
 
Their fire expert will tell you how he has decades of experience and that he helped write fire codes, but won't be able to answer questions about the best documented BESS facility fire- he'll have to get back to you...  
 
He won't know what toxic chemicals are released from LFP batteries when burned except hydrofluoric gas (which he'll say is burned up in the fire- which it isn't)- he'll have to get back to you on other chemicals... 
 
FYI, Hydrofluoric gas and acid can change back and forth- fire will only change it to gas and water will change it to acid- both are deadly:
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/ershdb/emergencyresponsecard_29750030.html#:~:text=UN%201052%2C%20anhydrous%20hydrogen%20(HF,%2C%20and%2For%20toxic%20gases.

Hydrogen Fluoride/Hydrofluoric Acid: Systemic Agent | NIOSH | CDC

Hydrogen fluoride/hydrofluoric acid is used extensively in the extraction, processing, and refining of metals, rock, brick, and oil.

www.cdc.gov

 
He won't know about the sea of deadly chemicals that was hovering above the ground and 3ft- 4ft deep and emanating from the battery storage facility when the firemen first arrived that they took pics of and tested with their limited gas tester and say the readings were off the charts to the point that they were afraid of the toxic cocktail even while wearing their HAZMAT suits- he'll have to get back to you... 

 
He won't be able to tell you why fires start in battery storage systems (reason can be from coolant lines rupturing (Tesla fire in Australia), Battery safety system failure (2022 Tesla fire in CA's Moss Landing at largest BESS in US), cooling fan ball bearing failure (2021 fire in CA's Moss Landing at largest BESS in US), defective battery (Surprise, AZ fire, APS blamed LG battery defect and LG said it was an external cause) , malfunctioning battery, cooling systems failing, electrical failures, electrical surges, manufacturer's defects in any component of the whole facility- not just the batteries, software failures, damage from shipping, damage during installation, damage from nature/critters/storms, human errors, and many other things. In South Korea they shut down 522 of the country's 1,490 energy storage facilities in the country after too many fires
too frequently: "After a five-month investigation into fires at 23 energy storage installations in South Korea, an expert panel has blamed poor-quality installations, faulty operating procedures, missing protections against electrical shocks and lack of overall control systems for the fires".
 
So you can see there are more factors to causing a fire than just the batteries themselves...
 
And, we are supposed to believe everything he says as the preeminent expert on battery facility fires....
 
They will tell us they will put up 8ft-10ft tall concrete wall that is 12 inches thick to block sound and act as shrapnel barriers, but that doesn't help all the two stories tall homes (about 99% of homes nearby are  2-story with bedrooms upstairs)- the closest home's bedrooms on the second floor and are only 50ft away from the shared property line of this proposed facility.  The property is slopped
 
Play this video at the loudest your speakers will go:
https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/train-horn-blasts-over-an-hour-near-interbay-seattle/F5FTGSPY2ZG6PHC4S47ZHGULUQ/

Train horn blasts for over an hour near Interbay in Seattle

Residents near the Magnolia and Interbay neighborhoods of Seattle experienced a bit of an earache on Thursday.

www.kiro7.com

Get your phone out and download a decibel meter app- see how loud your speakers are playing- this facility will be exponentially louder and this facility will be making these decibel levels of noise 24/7.
 
Here's a recent sound estimate report for an E Washington proposed site:
 
https://www.efsec.wa.gov/sites/default/files/220355/00001/Wautoma_ASC%20Attachment%20O_Acoustic%20Assessment.pdf
 

 
 
They will say they haven't decided on a battery supplier/vendor, but here are sound tests from several BESS sites using various manufacturers' battery systems and they are all above 90db:
https://www.tiltrenewables.com/documents/792/Monash_Way_Morwell-APPENDIX_E__Noise_Impact_Assessment-13052021-stamped.pdf
https://www.garnetenergycenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Exhibit-19.-Noise-and-Vibration.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010118/EN010118-000181-6.2_11D_Operational%20Noise%20Modelling.pdf
https://www.innergex.com/hawaii/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Appendix-D_Updated-Acoustic-Assessment-Report.pdf
https://www.statkraft.co.uk/globalassets/0/.uk/0--projects/wind/baillie/planning-application-documents/planning-docs/appendix/chapter_6_noise_impact_assessment.pdf
https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSD-35160796%2120220906T051215.997+GMT
 
 
They will tell you this is for our community, but it is all for profit and they will be charging and discharging the batteries 24/7 as fast as they can. For more insight about how they can sell the power/make money read this about various revenue streams these BESS are taking advantage of:
https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/revenue-streams-bess-amy-jo-miller/

Revenue Streams for BESS

When I think of revenue streams for #bess (Battery Energy Storage Resources) I typically think of revenue stacking, tolls, etc. as described below.

www.linkedin.com

And:
https://www.spglobal.com/commodityinsights/en/ci/research-analysis/how-do-batteries-make-money-in-us-power-markets.html#:~:text=In%20several%20cases%2C%20the%20BESS,sales%20within%20the%20same%20hour

Sharing insights elevates their impact

Battery energy storage systems (BESS) are on the cusp of rapid growth in US wholesale power markets. But the unique operating characteristics of BESS—notably rapid response speed, bidirectional capability, and energy limitations—mean the nature of BESS participation in power markets is poorly understood. What services will they provide? How much money can
they actually make? What are their operational strategies?

www.spglobal.com

https://www.energy-storage.news/us-bess-developer-spearmint-energy-sceptical-of-black-box-optimisation/

US BESS developer Spearmint Energy sceptical of 'black box' optimisation

Developer Spearmint Energy is "a little bit distrustful" of the "black box" of optimisation, its head of trading told Energy-Storage.news.

www.energy-storage.news

 
 
They will say it is for our grid's resiliency- but they won't have their batteries sitting idle waiting for our community and PSE to pay a premium to buy back power that PSE sold them for cheap... Their plan is to sell the power to the highest bidder who is desperate (like CA) and willing to pay steep premiums for an instant power influx... 
 
They buy power from PSE/Bonneville for pennies and will sell the stored power to utilities in one of theses states:

 
If they buy a kWh for a penny from PSE/Bonneville and sell it to CA when their grid is about to go offline and PG&E is willing to pay a premium to whoever can give them power and Tenaska sells it at full retail price of 26.45cents a kWh, they just made 26x their money... Of course, Tenaska has proven that they are willing to charge more than above market prices...
 
All they care about is the money...
 
They won't be letting the batteries sit quietly idle waiting months for our community to need their stored power...  They will be charging and discharging their batteries and running everything at full tilt to make as much money as possible...  There will be no benefit for our community- maybe in 2030, there will be a benefit... But not any time soon.  The facility will only be a LOUD, disruptive, ugly, dangerous addition to our peaceful, safe, and quiet rural area... It won't be bringing any of the benefits they say it will and it won't be used to benefit only our community/region- it won't even benefit anyone in WA state...   
 
There is literally nothing good in this for us...
 
They will tell you all the studies say facilities like this don't reduce home values...  This industrial facility can be deadly, this industrial facility will be LOUD, this industrial facility will be ugly, this industrial facility will change the look and feel of our community, this industrial facility will drive birds and wildlife away- basically this facility will change everything about where we live... People won't want to move close to this industrial facility.   People won't want their kids going to a Middle School with a deadly facility next to the school.
 
Here's a report saying high voltage powerlines decrease property values by almost 50%:
https://www.iprore.com/news/lots-near-power-lines-lose-nearly-half-their-value

Lots Near Power Lines Lose Nearly Half Their Value

Lots located next to power lines tend to sell for a whopping 45 percent less than similar lots further away from high-voltage transmission lines, according to a new study in the Journal of Real Estate Research. Lots that are non-adjacent to power lin...

www.iprore.com

This facility is WAY worse than power lines- it is deadlier and louder than power lines- so we can assume property values will drop for everyone who lived nearby.  And, especially for all the RA5 zoned 5 acre+ homes to the North. No one who is looking for a home with 5+ acres will want to buy a home right next to a massive 14.1 acre industrial facility that is loud 24/7 and will be deadly in less than 3 minutes of exposure to the gases that are released from the Lithium batteries when they spontaneously combust.  Those 5 acre+ properties will become unsellable...   And, for everyone else that can see and/or hear the facility 24/7, they won't have another peaceful day as long as they live in their home- and anyone looking at it won't pay anywhere near it's previous value... 
 
Then, there is the living in constant fear... Constant fear that any day this facility could have an incident that kills you and your family within minutes- not even giving you a chance to survive...
 
Another thing they will deny is the health dangers of EMF from the 100s of extra megawatts of power going to and being sent from this facility every day- charging and discharging their batteries as fast as the can sell the stored power and recharge the batteries to sell the power again...  Back in 2002, The California Health Department created a report on EMFs.  This 7-year, $9 million study concluded that EMFs can cause some degree of increased risk of childhood leukemia, adult brain cancer, Lou Gehrig’s Disease, and miscarriage. The evaluation further concludes that magnetic fields may cause suicide and adult leukemia.
 
-The first study that documented an association between childhood cancers and EMF exposure (Wertheimer and Leeper 1979) is now viewed as a classic by scientists in this field of study.  Wertheimer and Leeper found an increased relative risk for childhood leukemia, nervous system tumors , and lymphoma for children (under the age of 19) living near power lines with a very high current configuration (VHCC) in Denver Colorado. This classification includes distances up to 50 feet from a high voltage transmission line, 50 feet from a primary distribution line with multiple conductors or thick conductors; and 25 feet from a primary distribution line with thin conductors.- testimony given by Dr. Magda Havas
 
-The slow spread of residential electrification in the US in the first half of the 20th century from urban to rural areas resulted by 1940 in two large populations; urban populations, with nearly complete electrification and rural populations exposed to varying levels of electrification depending on the progress of electrification in their state. It took until 1956 for US farms to reach urban and rural non-farm electrification levels.  Both populations were covered by the US vital registration system. US vital statistics tabulations and census records for 1920–1960, and historical US vital statistics documents were examined.  Residential electrification data was available in the US census of population for 1930, 1940 and 1950. Crude urban and rural death rates were calculated, and death rates by state were correlated with electrification rates by state
for urban and rural areas for 1940 white resident deaths. Urban death rates were much higher than rural rates for cardiovascular diseases, malignant diseases, diabetes and suicide in 1940. Rural death rates were significantly correlated with level of residential electric service by state for most causes examined. I hypothesize that the 20th century epidemic of the so called diseases of civilization including cardiovascular disease, cancer and diabetes and suicide was caused by electrification not by lifestyle. A large proportion of these diseases may therefore be preventable.  - Samuel Milham, MD,MPH
 
Magnetic flux density is proportional to power-line current (or load) and decreases with distance, factors that were hypothesized to be related to cancer incidence. Magnetic fields also are not shielded by the walls of houses, so they are more likely to reflect residents' actual exposure to power lines than would electric fields, which are easily shielded. Wertheimer and Leeper (1979) also believed that "relatively continuous exposure" to low fields is "more effective than relatively brief but strong exposure" and that the wire codes, which remain the same for years, reflect relatively continuous exposure. Additionally, wire codes do not have the time variability of spot measurements and can be gathered without access to homes. Wertheimer and Leeper (1979) reported taking some magnetic-field measurements and found that wire codes
correlated with those measurements.
 
But, they will tell us that EMF isn't a concern...
 
Just like they will tell us that our property values won't plummet...
 
Another aspect- security, they will have cameras running 24/7 as this facility will be unmanned- and these cameras will be facing inwards and outwards- pointing towards Mattson Middle school and all the nearby neighbors'.  There will be no privacy for any one nearby.
 
Those 8-10ft noise/shrapnel walls- they will say they will paint pretty murals on them- and the vandals will come and paint over them- vandals will target this new canvas...
 
Speaking of targeting, as you see in the news, the power grid facilities are becoming targets more and more frequently- some facilities have even been shot at... If someone shoots this facility it could start a chain reaction that ends in a mass casualty event at Mattson and all the surrounding homes...
 
Do we want to be the case study of 700+ kids and staff perish along with hundreds of neighbors on what not to do?  Where not to place battery energy storage facilities?
 
I hope this is helpful.
 
Please reference my previous emails for more information and take a look at the FB group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/3162400907401094/

Log in or sign up to view

See posts, photos and more on Facebook.

www.facebook.com

 
 
FYI, our petition on Change dot org has over 1800 signatures now...
 
It is late- but I wanted to help you prep for the meeting- hopefully this and my other emails and the FB group posts will help you decide that this location is not in any way acceptable and publicaly and emphatically say that and help us fight this facility through King County...
 
Thank you all for your time!
 
See you later this evening.
 
My Best, 
 
James

From: James DeLay <jamesdelay@hotmail.com>
Sent: Monday, May 15, 2023 4:42 PM
To: citycouncil@covingtonwa.gov <citycouncil@covingtonwa.gov>
Subject: 14 acre industrial battery storage facility targeted to be built right next to Mattson Middle School, neighborhoods, wetlands, and rural homes on wells
 
Good afternoon Covington City Council,
 
I don't think I have emailed you all directly before- but I have corresponded with Mr. Wagner in the past about my concerns and I appreciate the time he has spent corresponding with me...

Since then, I have learned a lot more about battery storage facilities- and they are much, much, worse than I feared...  And, feel it is worth all of your time to read everything I have gathered so far about the dangers of this proposed facility...
 
To start, it will be incredibly dangerous- so dangerous that this facility can kill 700+ students and staff at Mattson Middle School in less than 3 minutes of exposure to the deadly gases released when there is a fire at the industrial battery storage facility- and the off-gassing happens in less than 15 minutes from when an "issue" starts at the facility- and before there is even a fire.  

Be forewarned, this is a very long email- so I suggest reading it on your computer... 

Some of it, you may have seen already, but a lot of it is newer data...  Many links to the sources can be found on the FB group page...
 
Here's a lot more detail about the project that I have put together to try to stop this dangerous 14.1-acre industrial facility from being approved by King County Permitting and prevent it from being built:
 
We just found out that a neighbor next to Mattson Middle School (immediately North) and outside of Covington City Limits (in Unincorporated King County) has signed a real-estate purchase option agreement with a utility sized battery storage development company to sell their 14.1 acres of RA5 (residential 1 home per 5 acres) zoned land in unincorporated King County just North and just outside Covington City limits and build a massive utility sized battery energy storage facility right next to Mattson Middle School. The City of Covington's execs and other departments has repeatedly told us that they do NOT have any decision-making powers as well as hearing the same from the Kent School District, and they all say it is up to the King County Permit Office, King County Hearing Examiner, and King County Council to decide whether to allow
this dangerous industrial battery facility to be constructed in a beautiful, peaceful, and nature filled area that has Mattson Middle School, rural 5-acre+ homes, two large neighborhoods next to it as well- plus a storm drain inches from the proposed site.

 
Here's what the proposed facility, called "CDUP23-0003 Kingfisher Energy Project" in the King County Permits lookup system, area looks like on google maps currently (the land in the red rectangle will become all gravel with concrete pads to support massive storage containers (like those large metal shipping containers) to house the utility sized batteries and have the look, feel, and sound of a massive 14.1-acre Industrial facility):
 
This is what the industrial battery facility that they want to build may look like:

 
As you can see in the google maps image above, Mattson Middle School (directly south of the proposed battery facility- the facility is within the red rectangle) installed drainage lines in all their play fields recently which would help spread cyanide, Chlorine, Ammonia, hydrofluoric acid and other deadly toxins (what storage batteries release/off-gas when burned) across the school grounds and surrounding areas- including designated salmon streams.
 
"Lithium- ion fires release an array of deadly toxins including Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Fluoride and Cobalt. These toxins are especially dangerous to firefighters because they are dermally absorbed through the skin and no personal protective clothing can protect you against it.” -- Greg McConville, United Firefighters Union (UFUA) National Secretary
 
The National Secretary for the United Firefighters Union confirms that there is no personal protective clothing that can protect people from absorbing these toxins through their skin... Meaning a fire at this facility would easily contaminate Mattson Middle School's campus and be absorbed by kids' skin along with everything else around and settle across the play fields, in peoples yards and in their homes, and into storm drains, creeks, streams, rivers, and aquifers...
 
"The questions is not “if” a runaway event will occur but “when”.
Daniel J. Gorham
Fire Protection Research Foundation
 
Here's the purchase option agreement:

Their 14.1-acres (made up of two parcels: 242205-9130 and 242205-9059) are 100ft away from Mattson Middle School's campus and those parcels serve as a wildlife corridor (a black bear, two bobcats, a lot of coyotes, elk, deer, river otters, raccoons, bunnies, possums, squirrels, and many other critters have been seen on the facility's property). As evidence, a deer crossing sign is on the Southwest corner of their property on 164th Ave SE (next to a storm drain).
 
It also is a habitat for Bald eagles- I saw two land on one of the 100+ year old trees on the proposed property this morning- and I think the Bald Eagles have a nest in one of the 100+ year old trees which will be cut down if the developer is allowed to build the proposed industrial battery storage facility on those parcels.
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.facebook.com_groups_3162400907401094_%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DUdm5IPd7oh_hJcuuu3kCllIF35wFgXt4zWpx78ESSvQ%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774055472%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rKyBhKUnTKeXKOSpuOLY0ShgoFiNhRZ%2BXdIOc3a96wY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.facebook.com%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3Dj2I3E8jKp-k9Jjxw55WLBM5jUPWkP-qsPBjeMUuHjsM%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774061110%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rlt00N7%2F9mBuFsBsjLO%2B56kgP0zWunRH%2FlB37ZJNDJw%3D&reserved=0


 
We also have several owls and hawks- I don't know the type- and tons of other birds (tons of blue-jays, several different types of woodpeckers, hummingbirds, songbirds, ducks, and robins) who call the proposed facility's land home.
 
Additionally, there are streams (Little Soos Creek is one) nearby that are designated as Chinook Salmon habitat; this proposed battery facility is within inches of a storm drain on the Southwest corner and 20ft away from drainage ditch on the East side of the property, and the middle school's new drainage systems (seen in the pics above) that may potentially also lead to the surrounding streams, lakes, and Puget Sound.
 
Here's the permit info:

 
The 14.1 acres would be completely bulldozed and leveled and over 50 trees that are 100+ years old covering about 6 acres will be cut down along with tearing up the beautiful hayfields and 100s of other trees and shrubs that make up this beautiful rural property with a mini 6-acre forest on it. The whole property will be turned into a massive industrial 14.1 acres covered with gravel and with concrete slabs/pads for the industrial sized storage containers (similar to 20ft-40ft shipping containers) filled with dangerous and fire-prone utility-sized batteries for a privately owned (for-profit) grid energy storage. We estimate, on the 14 acres, they will put at least 140 megawatts (possibly 1000+ megawatts if the use 387 Tesla Megapacks) worth of battery storage and possibly hundreds of these large industrial storage containers.
 
Battery storage facilities are prone to having fires (South Korea has shut down all their battery storage facilities after 30+ fires over the last two years and PG&E has indefinitely shut down their and the largest battery facility in the US called, "Moss Landing" battery storage facility after 3 separate fires in Sept 2021, Feb 2022, and Sept 2022).   It doesn't matter which battery manufacturer these facilities use- every battery energy storage system (BESS) battery manufacturer has had fires (Tesla, LG, Samsung, SimpliPhi Power, SK Innovation, Powin Energy, and many others have all had issues with fires)...  
 
While these battery storage facilities have been having fires since 2010, there are no known fire prevention technologies that work in preventing battery facility fires- one method that has been used once to slow the fires- NOT stop, but slow a battery fire in an unpermitted used-battery storage facility in Morris, IL.- was pouring 28 tons of dry Portland Cement mix to slow the fire and try to prevent it from spreading.  

All that 28 tons of dried concrete-mix did, was cover the fire and slow it down- it didn't stop it... Battery fires don't need external sources to burn- they can burn under water, under dry cement mix, under fire suppressant chemicals.... Nothing has been found that can stop a battery fire until it has extinguished itself.
 
There is no known way to extinguish battery storage facility fires.  
 
Not one- and that is after 1000s of Lithium battery fires around the globe.  
 
Fire departments around the world have acquiesced and are taking the "wait for the fire to extinguish on its own" approach with all these battery storage facilities... They try to keep all adjacent battery storage containers cool by spraying 100s of thousands of gallons of water on the nearby containers (for days to weeks), so they don't overheat and spontaneously combust- which has happened when the firefighters were unsuccessful in keeping the nearest battery storage containers cool enough at the recent Tesla Megapack fires in Australia. Exponentially making the fire and spread of deadly levels Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Fluoride, and Cobalt and overall contamination of all of the surrounding areas worse....
 
So, besides spraying water on nearby battery containers (to try to keep them from exploding), firefighters wait for the fires to die down (usually for many days and sometimes several weeks).  All while spilling out deadly Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Ammonia, Chlorine, Hydrogen Fluoride and Cobalt into the surrounding areas.
 
In a recent Arizona fire at the "Salt River Project"- after the fire died, the fire department waited 4 days for a special robot to be shipped which could open the container doors safely- then the fire department waited another day to wait for the container to "air-out"- letting all the deadly gases/acid and other gases/smoke escape out into the surrounding area- before determining it was safe enough for them to enter the container in their HAZMAT protective gear.  

And, this proposed industrial battery energy storage facility developer (Goldfinch Energy Storage, Inc- which is actually a subsidiary of Tenaska, which is a massive oil and gas company based in Omaha, Nebraska) wants to have their extremely dangerous and for-profit industrial facility located next to Mattson Middle School, rural 5-acre+ homes, and neighborhoods!
 
In another Arizona fire, in Chandler, the fire fighters watched the fire for 11 days- letting the sprinklers "do their job"... With the fire suppression/sprinklers running 24 hours a day for 11 days, it still took 11 days for the fire to die down on its own in this small 1 building battery energy storage facility. The battery storage facility was all in one building with the fire sprinklers running 24/7 for 11 days, and an unknown quantity of the smoke/gases/toxic byproducts were captured by the 100s of thousands of gallons of fire-sprinkler water which then flowed out of the building, over-filling the retention pond, and flowing across the industrial facility and onto the surrounding areas.  You can see in the pic below all the standing water still around after 11 days- in 90+ degree AZ temperatures every day. The scariest thing- after 11 days of the batteries
being on fire, the fire department started urging all industrial businesses within a ¼ mile to evacuate- as seen in the article in the picture below...

 
The toxic gases had been escaping the facility for 11 days and then after 11 days the fire department urged an evacuation...
 
Kent School District would have to close Mattson Middle School (and possibly other nearby schools) for days to weeks as soon as the fire (that can NOT be extinguished) starts.  Possibly closing Mattson Middle School permanently due to contamination from the toxic smoke/gases and toxic water run-off... 
 
Arizona's Fire Department learned to be extra cautious from another recent battery storage fire at an Arizona Public Service Co. (APS has had fires at their facilities starting in 2010) owned battery facility fire in Surprise AZ, where 8 firefighters and a police officer were sent to the hospital when the batteries in the container exploded and blew the doors off the storage container and "ballistically propelled" one firefighter against and then under the chain-link fence where he eventually landed 73ft away. All the firefighters were knocked unconscious by the explosion and their SCBA face pieces and helmets from all the HAZMAT team members were dislodged or forced off by the deflagration event.  Bones were broken
 
https://fsri.org/sites/default/files/2021-07/Four_Firefighters_Injured_In_Lithium_Ion_Battery_ESS_Explosion_Arizona_0.pdf
That link is a breakdown of the battery storage facility fire- what is even worse, is it is scary to see the cloud of toxic gases all around the inside and exterior of facility when firefighters arrived on scene...
 

 
"Clare and Lopez arrived along with other first responders to find a white cloud of vapor seeping out of the building and drifting across the desert.
“It was staying about 3 to 4 feet off the ground, and it was kind of swaying like sea water,” Clare said.
Hunter Claire and Justin Lopez, who work for the fire department in Peoria, Ariz.,
 
"The firefighters suspected that it was some kind of chemical cocktail. They secured the area and used special devices to test the air, which showed dangerous levels of hydrogen cyanide (HCN) and carbon monoxide (CO)."
 
"Then they waited until the vapors stopped flowing out of the building and the levels of flammable gas dropped. Nearly two hours passed before the firefighters made their way to the front door of the facility."
 
Before the firemen arrived, the toxic gases flowed out of the battery storage facility and spread across the desert.  If King County allows the developer to build this facility at this proposed location, instead of toxic gases spreading across an empty desert, the gases would be spreading across Mattson Middle School's grounds and into people's yards and into their homes and across everything around this facility.  Here's more info about the deadly gases battery storage fires release:

carbon monoxide (CO),
Carbon Monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless and tasteless gas produced when fuels such as gasoline, natural gas, oil, kerosene, wood or charcoal are burned. When inhaled it reduces the blood's ability to carry oxygen and can reach dangerous levels indoors or outdoors.1 Common symptoms of CO poisoning include headache dizziness weakness upset stomach vomiting chest pain and confusion.0 If you breathe in a lot of CO it can make you pass out or kill you; people who are sleeping or drunk can die from CO poisoning before they have
 
carbon dioxide (CO2),
Carbon dioxide (CO2) can be extremely dangerous for humans and the environment.0 High levels of CO2 indoors can reduce cognitive performance score by up to 20%. Above 5,000 parts per million (ppm), asphyxiation may take place as CO2 replaces oxygen in the blood.
 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs),
Volatile Organic Compounds (or VOCs) are toxic airborne particles that can pose multiple health hazards and need to be effectively filtered out to achieve optimal air quality. common pollutant at sites with chemical spills or mishandling has contaminated soils, and can leach into groundwater and migrate to drinking-water supply wells. To protect your health, it is best to limit your exposure to products and materials that contain VOCs. If you think you may be having health problems caused by VOCs, try reducing levels in your home.
 
hydrogen cyanide (HCN),
Hydrogen Cyanide (HCN) is a colorless, flammable, and poisonous chemical compound with the formula H−C≡N. 0 HCN interferes with the body’s use of oxygen and may cause harm to the brain, heart, blood vessels, and lungs; exposure can be fatal within 3 minutes of exposure
 
ammonia (NH3),
NH3 is hydroscopic, or water-seeking. When combined with moisture it forms a corrosive substance. Ammonia gas is very irritating to the eyes, nose and respiratory system, and in high concentrations is also corrosive to the skin and eyes. Breathing ammonia gas can be fatal. The level of danger depends on the concentration of ammonia and length of exposure.
 
chlorine (Cl2),
Chlorine (Cl2) gas is a very toxic chemical element that can cause eye irritation, coughing, vomiting and other symptoms. It is easily distinguishable by its greenish-yellow color and a bleach-like odor. Chlorine was even weaponized during World War I and is estimated to have caused at least 1100 deaths in its first usage due to reactions with other organic chemicals in the atmosphere leading to dangerous reactions.
 
hydrogen sulfide (H2S)
Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) is a flammable and highly toxic substance that can be dangerous in both acute and chronic forms. One exposure to high levels of H2S can cause immediate death, while health problems might not show up until three days after the exposure. It is a chalcogen-hydride gas, and is poisonous, corrosive, and flammable, with trace amounts in ambient atmosphere having a characteristic foul odor of rotten eggs
 
This deadly mix of gases/toxins would be released into the air and would float to Mattson, our neighborhoods, rural homes, and the surrounding environment or would be caught by firefighter's water and washed across all the surrounding areas and spreading these deadly chemicals across Mattson Middle School's campus, into people's yards, and into storm drains that lead to Salmon streams, rivers, lakes and or the ocean.  It would be catastrophic!

If the gases started being released during a school day, Mattson students and staff could die within 3 minutes of being exposed to the gas- FYI, the gases start leaking before any signs of fire can be seen...  The gases could engulf the whole school while kids and staff are there- killing and injuring everyone.

I will repeat this quote, as the Tenaska will say this facility is safe and there is nothing to worry about...  "Lithium- ion fires release an array of deadly toxins including Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Fluoride and Cobalt. These toxins are especially dangerous to firefighters because they are dermally absorbed through the skin and no personal protective clothing can protect you against it.” -- Greg McConville, United Firefighters Union (UFUA) National Secretary

"When they opened it, a large cloud escaped the building. Before they could retreat to safety, the space ignited, setting off a powerful explosion."

"In the rescue operations after the deflagration event and the subsequent mayday call, the helmets and masks of all members of the HAZMAT team and E193 Capt’s SCBA tank and gloves were found to have been removed by the force of the deflagration."

"Lopez had a collapsed lung, broken ribs, a broken leg, separated shoulder, laceration of the liver and multiple thermal and chemical burns, according to the report."
"Clare suffered an eye injury, spine damage, broken ribs, broken ankles, a broken scapula, internal bleeding and thermal and chemical burns."
And both suffered brain trauma...

In the well documented Surprise AZ fire, it took from 4:54pm when the batteries started to fail until 5:48pm when someone called in saying there was a bad smell and seeing smoke around the facility.
 
That smell was literally toxic gases... The Surprise AZ facility was located in the desert, in an industrial zoned area with nothing around it... Who knows who called it in, but the closest homes are on the other side of a freeway (HWY 60) and over 1000ft away- fact that someone reported a bad smell shows how far the gases had been blown and in how large of quantities that it made it across the highway and went over 1000ft to homes...  Mattson Middle school's WHOLE Campus is within 1000ft of the facility- with no freeway with lots of traffic changing the direction of the gases in between...  It would be deadly to everyone nearby.  Homes are 50ft from this facility... Mattson Middle school is 100ft away.  Storm drains are inches away...

In that same fire (Surprise, AZ) linked above- which is the only Battery Energy Storage facility fire that is well documented due to all the firemen sent to the hospital (and a police officer)- here's the timeline:

4:54:30pm: The batteries starting having issues 
4:54:44pm: The batteries started overheating rapidly  
4:55:50pm: The fire suppression system discharged to extinguish the fire- but had no effect in slowing the fire as there is no fire suppression system in the world that can stop a battery energy storage fire.
5:41:54pm: Someone called in saying they saw smoke and smelled a "bad smell" and firetrucks were dispatched.
5:48:54pm: Firetrucks began to arrive at the battery energy storage facility and the firemen quickly realized this wasn't a normal fire 
6:04:21pm: The firemen requested HAZMAT and the battalion Chief on site.

The HAZMAT team walked through the desert outside the fenced area to define the extent of the hot zone and found hazardous conditions at all locations where the gas/vapor cloud was visible- their gas meters hit their max reading capabilities- so the deadly gas levels "were off the charts". In their report, they listed the toxic gases as (above 50 ppm and 500 ppm, respectively). NIOSH defines the concentration of HCN that is immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH) as 50 ppm (that is as high as their gas meter read- so they were unable to detect how much higher than 50ppm the HCN levels were), and for CO as 1200 ppm. The Hydrogen cyanide (HCN) readings where off the charts and above 50ppm (above immediately dangerous to your life level) and CO was below those dangerous levels).

6:04:21pm to 7:50pm: the toxic gases were at unsafe levels even with their HAZMAT gear so they remotely monitored the toxic gas levels and waited for them to get to safer levels (they literally waited for the gasses to get blown away by the wind)
 
7:50pm, the cloud of toxic gases was thinning out and they couldn't see any more smoke and toxic gases flowing out of the battery container

8:00:54pm: the firefighters opened the battery container door and didn't see any active fire or sparks/arcing
8:04:21pm: MAYDAY call was sent out after the deflagration event and all the firefighters were knocked unconscious and blown away and against and then under a chain-link fence landing 73ft away..

It took almost an hour for someone to call in the smell and see the smoke as this facility was located in an industrial area and was not near anyone or anything...  The closest homes are across a major freeway and over 1000ft away- have homes 50ft away from this proposed facility...  

By the time the fire department arrived, the gases had already been spreading across the desert for more than 50 minutes.  In our scenario, if it was a school day, the whole school and neighboring homes would be engulfed in these deadly gasses and kids and adults exposed would die within 3 minutes of initial exposure.  That would be all the staff, all 642 kids, all the nearby neighbors killed within minutes... 

Fire fighters had to wait for the cloud of toxins and smoke to be blown away by the wind before it got down to a safe level for them in their HAZMAT suits!!!  By 7:50pm the levels of gas clouds and dropped to an almost safe level for the firemen in their HAZMAT suits and the firemen moved forward to the battery container.

These toxins would be absolutely deadly to the kids at Mattson.  Any toxins landing on Mattson's playfields/campus would be dermally absorbed by any kid that came in contact- even days or weeks after the fire... Out of an abundance of caution, all the soil would have to be removed and grass/fields replaced due to potential toxic substances/toxins landing across the whole campus.
 
Allowing this facility to be built next to Mattson, the rural homes, and our neighborhoods, is the same as declaring chemical warfare on us...  And, having the first chemical attack happen at an unknown time in the future... In fact, one of the deadly gases released (Chlorine) was actually used in WW1 and killed at least 1,100 soldiers.

And, Tenaska is telling everyone they have spoken to that it is safe to locate this type of facility next to Mattson Middle school, neighborhoods, and rural homes...  

If this happened at night- we wouldn't have the mass casualty event at Mattson Middle School, but every neighbor in two large neighborhoods and rural homes could be killed in their sleep.  

The closest home is only 50ft away- so that family would be the first to die when there is a fire... 

Again, it isn't if there will be a fire, but when...  

There is no way to prevent battery storage facility fires and no way to stop them...

All fires in these grid sized energy storage facilities take several days to weeks to die-out and require hundreds-of-thousands of gallons of water to prevent the fire from spreading to adjacent battery storage containers while firefighters wait for the fires to die down- that's many 100,000s of gallons of water.
 
All that water used to prevent the fire from heating up and causing nearby battery containers to spontaneously combust, will capture smoke and these deadly gases/toxins and run off the site and contaminate all the land and water (streams and wells/aquifers) in the surrounding area. Not only will the hundreds of thousands of gallons of water drain away to all surrounding areas, deadly toxins would be released in gaseous form and in smoke forcing everything within at least a quarter a mile (if not more- the most recent Moss Landing fire shut down Highway 1 and businesses and residents were given a shelter in place order and told to turn off all A/C and HVAC systems as far away as 4 miles from the fire/facility) to shelter in place and shut everything down- or evacuate. Meaning Kent School District schools nearby (Mattson, Kentwood,
Crestwood, Covington Elementary, and possibly others depending on which way the wind was blowing) would be ordered to "shelter in place" and to totally lock down and close all windows, doors, and turn off all HVAC to prevent cyanide, hydrofluoric acid, Chlorine, Hydrogen Sulfide, and ammonia filled smoke/gas from entering the buildings- or to evacuate.

If the kids and staff at Mattson Middle School or families look outside and see the deadly cloud of gases hovering 3ft-4ft off the ground, they are trapped...  Again, "Lithium- ion fires release an array of deadly toxins including Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Fluoride and Cobalt. These toxins are especially dangerous to firefighters because they are dermally absorbed through the skin and no personal protective clothing can protect you against it.” -- Greg McConville, United Firefighters Union (UFUA) National Secretary

Again, NO PERSONAL PROTECTIVE CLOTHING can protect us against those deadly toxins/gases- and these gases will be trapping kids, staff and families with no way to protect themselves from these deadly toxins/gasses... 
 
Roads and highways around the facility would be required to be shut down until the EPA can test the air and water to ensure it is safe. In a recent Tesla battery storage facility fire the EPA was testing air quality up to 40 miles away (downwind).
 
FYI, to give you perspective, it took 32,000 gallons to cool the batteries on a recent Tesla/electric car (60kw-100kw EV) battery fire... In EVs, once the fire appears to have died- which usually takes more than a day to stop smoking, the batteries can reignite several times over the following week... Tesla's documented recommendation to firefighters is to store the vehicle that had a battery fire 50ft away from anything combustible for several weeks after the last known fire- this is due to "stranded energy" which is the remaining energy stored in the damaged batteries that can reignite multiple times until the energy is discharged.
 
And this facility could be (estimated) 1,400x bigger than that small EV battery...  Per Tesla's recommendation, with 14.1 acres, Tenaska could install up to 387 Tesla Megapacks on the 14.1 acre property. 
 
Imagine what just 32,000+ gallons of contaminated water full of all those deadly toxins flowing all around the area and into the storm drains (leading to the streams and rivers and eventually lakes and Puget Sound) and all the neighboring properties (Mattson Middle school, Emerald Downs and Tamarak neighborhoods, and rural homes- including well reliant rural homes) would do!  And each battery storage container could hold 100x of the vehicle battery capacity and burn for weeks...
 
Then, we still have to contend with all the issues created with airborne cyanide, chlorine, ammonia, hydrogen sulfide, and hydrofluoric gases spreading wherever the wind blows the gases/smoke...
 
If you aren't terrified of every kid and person at Mattson Middle School and all the neighbors and wildlife being killed within 3 minutes of being exposed, it is even more terrifying to think of what would happen if the wind was blowing North while the fire burns for days/weeks and all those deadly gases/toxins fell down into Lake Youngs reservoir (which provides 2/3rds of Seattle's water supply)- which is only 8,551ft (1.5 miles) away to the North of this proposed facility...
 
In terms of scare, a "bad" case result of the fire would be, contaminating and harming/killing every living thing around the facility and downwind and downstream (including all wildlife drinking from the streams and contaminating the well water for everyone on a well and putting deadly toxins that are absorbed through the skin on school grounds where kids play every school-day.
 
As mentioned, that could become exponentially worse, if the wind was blowing North and smoke carried call those deadly toxins North and into the Lake Youngs reservoir... Then it would no longer be a localized catastrophe (just a Covington, Kent School District, Kent, Maple Valley, Renton, and all the nearby streams/rivers/lakes), but become a massive regional issue affecting all of Seattle's water supply... Potentially killing or injuring millions.
 
And, if more than one battery storage container caught fire- the gases released and damage would become exponentially worse....
 
This is too risky to put next to Mattson Middle school, two neighborhoods, next to rural properties- some of which are on wells, and storm drains/streams/environment...
 
And, why does Tenaska with their environmentally friendly sounding subsidiary (Goldfinch Energy Storage) want to build in this absolute wrong location?  Tenaska will be building this 100% and only for the profits.  This location is a Rural Residential zoned plot of land (RA-5) and it is exponentially cheaper for them to buy this than buying 14.1 acres in a pre-existing and zoned industrial area.  So it is saving them hundreds of millions of dollars... Again, it is all about the money...  
 
Period.
 
They have been planning this billion $+ facility since at least 2020 as we have seen multiple out-of-state surveyors, an out-of-state drone company that flew their huge professional surveying/mapping drone back and forth mapping the 14.1 acres and surrounding properties and Mattson's Football/track field.  Since they are planning on spending a BILLION dollars to build this industrial facility, they will expect to make BILLIONS from it...
 
It is all about the profits.
 
Tenaska doesn't care about the potential of their facility killing 100s of kids at Mattson Middle School with deadly gases in less than 3 minutes of exposure when there is an "accident".
 
Having this facility built here will be literally declaring Chemical war on Mattson Middle School kids and staff and all the neighbors...
 
But, Tenaska will be making BILLIONS from this facility- and that is all that matters to them...
 
To learn about how these battery storage facilities make money, read this:
https://www.spglobal.com/commodityinsights/en/ci/research-analysis/how-do-batteries-make-money-in-us-power-markets.html#:~:text=In%20several%20cases%2C%20the%20BESS,sales%20within%20the%20same%20hour
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The "Pomona BESS" which is the BESS focused on in that article, is a fraction of the potential size of our proposed BESS ( or ESS ) as per Tesla, they could fit 387 Tesla Megapacks on the 14.1 acres... Which would be 1,509.3Mega-watts of storage... Also known as 1.5giga-watts.
 
To put it in terms of the article, the max size they could put on the 14.1 acres is 1,509,300kWh... The article says the battery energy storage facilities they studied made as much as $320/kwh in CA- it will be even more profitable buying our cheap hydro-electricity in WA... Which for residential customers, is 10.48 cents/kWh in WA vs 26.5 cents/kWh in CA...
 
Tenaska will be raking in the $$$$ and that is all they care about...
 
They will tell us they are building this battery storage facility to strengthen our local grid/power resilience and that it will provide up to 4 hours of power during a local power outage. And, that it is beneficial to the environment and moving away from fossil fuels and reducing our carbon footprint.
 
FYI, WASHINGTON GENERATES 74% OF IT'S ELECTRICTY FROM RENEWABLE SOURCES
 
We have the most reliable energy source and only recently dropped from the #1 position to the #2 position in states producing in-state electricity from renewable sources; and we generate an excess of clean renewable power everyday- which we sell/export on the open power/energy exchanges to other states and Canada...
 
They will sell all the "green" and "environmental" reasons, but this proposed BILLION-dollar facility is being built for one reason only...
 
To make money.
 
Period.
 
This facility would provide local benefit if it was in CA or TX (where they have outages due to insufficient energy regularly)- but not here in WA...  
 
This battery energy facility is not being built to help our local community like they say it is...
 
It isn't even being built to help WA state- it is being built for profit solely for Tenaska.
 
Period.
 
Only when it is more profitable to sell stored power back to PSE and other WA state utility companies will this facility benefit us or Washington State.
 
Our outages in Covington and the surrounding area are primarily because a tree knocks down a power line- or other reasons for a powerline to get knocked down. Having this battery energy storage facility next to Mattson will not give us the 4 hours of back up power they will say it will if the power line is down...
 
We aren't CA, TX, FL, and other states where they have scheduled rolling brown/black-outs because of wind, storms, hot weather, and not having sufficient power supply or to reduce stress on the grid from peak demand periods.
 
We are not desperate and DO NOT have to have this facility in our back yards to improve electrical supply/reliability...
 
There will be ZERO improvement to our lives. There will only be catastrophic RISK and fear added to our lives. There will only be potential death of hundreds of Mattson Middle School kids and staff and everyone in the surrounding neighbors and devasting impacts on the local environment.
 
There is no benefit for this facility to be placed next to Mattson, our neighborhoods, rural homes, and in our community.
 
In the article you can see there are multiple strategies for these Battery Energy Storage System to increase their profits:
 
frequency regulation,
day-ahead energy sales
real-time energy sales (within the same hour)
 
In other words, by selling stored power across different energy markets, the BESS's revenues are higher than they would be if it had bid its full capacity exclusively into the regulation market every day. 
 
So, this facility will be charging and discharging as often as possible to make as much money as possible... It won't be sitting idle waiting for a local power outage.
 
It will be running at max capacity 24/7 to make massive profits 24/7.
 
This industrial battery storage facility will be deadly and potentially catastrophic to the surrounding area (including Seattle's public water drinkers) and does not fit with the residential and rural residential zoned area.
 
Everything around the proposed facility are parcels zoned RA-5 for adjoining rural properties or R6 for Mattson Middle School and the two large neighborhoods nearby.
 
This will be a massive industrial facility- it will be ugly and loud.
 
They will tell us it won't be loud...
 
They will tell King County decision makers the cooling fans will only be running at 40% of max capable fan speed and will be quiet.
 
They will tell us they will put up a 25ft tall concrete sound barrier (wall) around the whole facility and hide it with multiple layers of dense native evergreen trees, shrubs, and plants so the walls will be completely hidden all year long by evergreen vegetation and we won't even notice the facility.
 
But, in truth, it will only be hiding the extreme dangers hidden within those walls...
 
What we won't know, until it is too late, is how loud this facility really is.
 
They will tell us, with the sound barrier wall and greenbelt around it, the DB levels won't be an issue.  Everything will be within the "limits"...  They will say they will meet the db code requirements.
 
They won't tell us, that if they get their Conditional Use Permit approved, our current rural (39db) and residential (42db) sound limits at night won't apply to them..
 
As they will be permitted as an "Industrial" facility, and the db limits in the Code will get bumped up to 57db for rural and 60db for residential next to an "Industrial" site.
 
Getting the Conditional use Permit, will make it more possible for them to "meet the code" for sound levels for an "Industrial" site in King County.
 
What happens if they don't meet the db limit code after it is built?
 
They will get a small fine...
 
They aren't spending a BILLION dollars on this facility without knowing they will make BILLIONS in profit off this facility- so they will just eat the fines as a cost of doing business...
 
And, all of us will be the ones subject to this loud and dangerous industrial facility next door.  
 
If you haven't thought about this yet, you should think about how it will kill our property values...
 
Especially the rural 5-acre+ properties sharing property lines and any home that can see the proposed property...
 
On top of that, anyone driving by will see and hear this industrial facility- making it feel more like an industrial area than a quiet, beautiful, and rural and residential area...
 
Tesla's Megapack have a rating of 95db output per Megapack.  This industrial facility could have up to 387 Megapacks spread across the 14.1 acres.  Here's another proposed BESS's sound study for their specific proposed location- and page 19 (section 6-3) shows on "Table 6-2" how loud Tesla Megapacks are:
 
https://fileservice.eea.comacloud.net/FileService.Api/file/FileRoom/14552490
 
Anything between a "sustained exposure to 90db-95db Level of sound may result in permanent hearing loss".  We will be listening to this facility 24/7.
 
Each and every single one of those (up to 387) battery containers would put out 95db of loud noise 24/7 when fans are operating at 100% and drop down to 84db when the fans are run at the minimum "safe" level of 40%.  

Remember, the HVAC's sole purpose is to keep the battery storage containers cool to try to prevent malfunctions in components, heat related issues and reduce heat related accelerated wear and tear on components within the container, and ultimately preventing overheating and starting spontaneous combustion and leading to uncontrollable and deadly thermal runaway...
 
For our safety, we do not want the cooling systems running at their minimum.
 
They will tell us they can turn the fans down to 40% of max speed and reduce the 24/7 noise from 95db down to 84db without needing a massive and ugly 25ft tall concrete sound barrier- which would still be required to reduce the noise levels down to "code".
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__fsri.org_sites_default_files_2021-2D07_Four-5FFirefighters-5FInjured-5FIn-5FLithium-5FIon-5FBattery-5FESS-5FExplosion-5FArizona-5F0.pdf%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DYbIDhGsTMj0qyp37dYXv0RRfYL8JX2tgSt-nTILIgyw%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774066668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Lt1Vde4Jt6dneUjhVlV1ggsP12jiK3JF1rgZ0Gweoco%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.spglobal.com_commodityinsights_en_ci_research-2Danalysis_how-2Ddo-2Dbatteries-2Dmake-2Dmoney-2Din-2Dus-2Dpower-2Dmarkets.html-23-3A-7E-3Atext-3DIn-2520several-2520cases-252C-2520the-2520BESS-2Csales-2520within-2520the-2520same-2520hour%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DrkygxOxUm01OHsbZ-QIhcgyruLWDaYw9cUxSDNi-EAE%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774072855%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sahAhP0VPltqB818ny7Ylxi8BqqSBfRsg%2BNq7N9tqbg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.spglobal.com_commodityinsights_en_ci_research-2Danalysis_how-2Ddo-2Dbatteries-2Dmake-2Dmoney-2Din-2Dus-2Dpower-2Dmarkets.html-23-3A-7E-3Atext-3DIn-2520several-2520cases-252C-2520the-2520BESS-2Csales-2520within-2520the-2520same-2520hour%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DrkygxOxUm01OHsbZ-QIhcgyruLWDaYw9cUxSDNi-EAE%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774079096%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fiOw%2BVy6B76D%2ByGmlsT5PfengMavbv2uzDFWlHw4u%2FQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.spglobal.com_commodityinsights_en_ci_research-2Danalysis_how-2Ddo-2Dbatteries-2Dmake-2Dmoney-2Din-2Dus-2Dpower-2Dmarkets.html-23-3A-7E-3Atext-3DIn-2520several-2520cases-252C-2520the-2520BESS-2Csales-2520within-2520the-2520same-2520hour%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DrkygxOxUm01OHsbZ-QIhcgyruLWDaYw9cUxSDNi-EAE%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774084922%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Q9WFJaINcsOOmYSDH2gBtGcRM6nT6Ocx7Qd6XX6u6J4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.spglobal.com%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DkH2IEbJB86BsQQqHaP_wxWxevrAkjwpA_ua4XyltGtg%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774090721%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3Yehq5MT18eyWFGz9gJgkzO%2BQlvduhBRQaouYKwSzDM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__fileservice.eea.comacloud.net_FileService.Api_file_FileRoom_14552490%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DWDTT5RZfj92_wPtzA00ztHVhh1CULMeI-Cf6px7gAiI%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774096285%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DSrxuRZoZAp%2FzPTeMwA1swoOsYxFfhqsOxmI7LBY0GE%3D&reserved=0


Turning the fans down to the minimum of 40% of max speed to reduce db levels to 84db, is still equivalent to having up to 387 gas-powered lawnmowers and leaf blowers spread across all 14.1 acres and running 24/7- FYI,  our hearing will be damaged after 2 hours of exposure to 84db noises.  Again, we will have this facility generating noises 24/7.
 
The level of noise will be a complete public disturbance that unreasonably disturbs and interferes with the peace, comfort and repose of all of us close to this facility- including Mattson Middle school.
 
The noise levels produced by this facility will be a total public nuisance that unreasonably disturbs our community, our neighborhoods, the rural properties sharing property lines, and Mattson Middle School.
 
They also won't tell us nor the government officials making the approval decisions that every battery container will get louder in the Summer and on any warmer days- which is exactly when everyone wants to be outside- as the containers will be hotter and require the cooling system/fans to kick in...
 
Think about that for a moment...
 
The loudest times will be when it is sunny and warm.
 
That's back up to 100% fan speed- bringing the incredibly loud noise back up to 95db...
 
The loudest times will be when the batteries are charging and discharging rapidly- so that is both when everyone gets home and when everyone is sleeping.  But not necessarily in our time zone- it depends on who/where they are selling their stored energy.  So, they could be constantly charging and discharging 24/7 making the max noise possible to sell to NY or TX or CA or to whomever will make Tenaska the most profit...  It could be non-stop full-throttle charging and discharging- putting extreme stress on the batteries- and increasing the likelihood of a catastrophic issue...
 
They will tell us the purpose of this facility is for environmental reasons; but that is a lie- it is solely a for-profit facility!
 
Look at what mining for Lithium does to the environment!  There are many alternatives to storing power that don't include imminent death as a potential consequence of using them...
 
Omaha based Tenaska (the huge Oil and Gas company who is behind Goldfinch), is building this facility for one reason only- to make profit.
 
Period.
 
They expect to make BILLIONS.
 
They don't care about us. 
 
They don't care about Covington, Kent, KSD, PSE, our families, or kids.  
 
They will be buying cheap hydro-electric power from PSE and selling that power on the energy markets to the highest out-of-state bidder.  
 
This facility won't be sitting idle waiting for PSE to ask them to supplement PSE's power production during outages or during peak demand or for our/PSE's benefit- PSE has never needed to desperately import energy from other states to save the grid and avoid rolling brown-outs/blackouts as far as I could find.
 
This industrial battery storage facility will be charging and discharging all the batteries as fast as possible to make Tenaska as much money as possible as quickly as possible...
 
Meaning it will be making the loudest and highest levels of sound as often as possible to make as much money as possible...
 
Remember, the cooling systems help the battery containers stay cool- hopefully reducing the likelihood of a fire or an explosion..
 
They will play with the cooling system's fan speed and say it will be run at 40% of max speed to meet the db/sound level code requirements during the approval process...  
 
But, after it is built, and neighbors report the noise disturbance every day, all that will happen is Tenaska will pay the small fees on this BILLION-dollar profit industrial facility...  
 
They won't tear it down.  
 
They won't fix the noise issues...  
 
The County already approved it so the county won't do anything except fine them- which gives the County more cash- which is always helpful...  
 
They will say, "Sorry, it is all automated and the fans run at the speeds required to cool the storage containers to keep them safe and avoid a catastrophic fire/explosion..."
 
They will ask, do you want to risk a fire/explosion just so a few neighbors can have it be quieter?
 
If this was placed in an industrial area (where it should be) instead of our rural and residential area, they would be allowed to create 70db noise levels 24/7.
 
And, remember when it is hot, the cooling systems will be working overtime- so they won't be able to turn down the fans to 40%- making it even louder during nice sunny days
 
We won't want to be outside due to all the noise and we won't be able to enjoy our yards during the Summer, nor will kids be able to play outside peacefully...
 
There will be no peace and quiet ever again for any one near this facility...
 
They will say they can build a 25ft tall sound barrier around the whole facility- but for anyone with a second or third floor with windows at different elevations than this facility, they will see over the wall and the sounds will hit them unmitigated at 84db-95db.
 
This is the wrong location for a battery storage facility.
 
The sound produced by these battery storage facilities 24/7 365 days a year are between 95db (for each battery container, and there will most likely be between 40-140 battery containers-up to 387 if they use Tesla Megapacks- battery storage containers across the 14 acres- so with all these containers spread across the 14.1 acres, every nearby home, Mattson Middle School, and 164th Ave SE will have one or more massive battery container close and generating 95db noises potentially 24/7....
 
And, even louder than the battery containers, is the 100db produced by the transformer that will be installed on the proposed property. The transformer will be creating 100db of loud noises almost continuously 365 days a year.
 
FYI:
100db is equivalent to a jack hammer 25ft away- but, at this facility the transformer would be running 24/7 365 days a year,
100db is equivalent to a jet take-off (at 305 meters) continuously- at all hours of the day and night 365 days a year.
 
Even if they weren't selling power for profit and this was a community-battery (non-profit), the transformer would be used to transform the stored energy in the batteries to share with the grid during peak demand times- when people get home from work and turn on stoves/ovens, TVs, lights, dryers, and charge their EVs (this is generally between late afternoon to early morning). The typical EV takes 8 hours to charge when owners plug them in when they get home- so let's say they start charging at 6pm- the charging would be done at 2am. Meaning the loudest part of the battery facility would be producing 100db between 6pm and 2am every night. Then during off-peak hours, generally 2am-4am and again between 10am-3pm, the batteries would charge up from the grid and the transformer would be generating 100db of noise while
the batteries charged... Then the cycle would repeat- every day and every night....  But, we wouldn't put a community battery next to homes and Mattson Middle School.
 
The "off-peak hours, are during school hours, and this facility will be 100ft from Mattson Middle School- only separated by PSE's 100ft wide right of way corridor ...
 
And, Tenaska isn't building a not-for-profit facility- so it will be running 247 365 days a year.  This facility will be LOUD every day- all year round!
 
And, if the circuit breaker flips- it is the loudest and puts out a 117db crack noise when flipped in testing, maintenance, or automatically during an emergency.
 
The majority of these industrial battery storage facilities are located in Industrial areas with higher allowed noise levels (typically 70db). And, even in these industrial zoned areas, they are usually required to build 18ft tall sound barriers around the site to bring noise down to the 70db max...
 
FYI, the King County rules for the proposed unincorporated rural parcels of this battery storage facility allow a max daytime decibel level of 49db (for residential rural areas) or 52db (for residential neighborhoods) or less during the day.
 
In the evenings, it lowers that maximum sound level and requires a max of 10db less- so, there is a 39db max for rural residential (all homes to the East, North, and West) and 42db for the two large residential neighborhoods and Mattson Middle school to the South, Southwest, and Southeast.
 
As I mentioned, 18ft sound barriers have proven to be able to reduce the decibel levels from 93db down to 70db (about a 23db decrease)- meeting most Industrial area's decibel limits- but not even close to our rural residential sound limits... Complicating the idea of sound barriers for sound mitigation, is the fact that the proposed property has elevations between 520ft and 480ft high elevations... How will they deal with that? Would they build a 58ft (40ft+18ft) tall sound barrier on the lower side (480ft elevation) of the property to block the sound from the battery storage containers located at 520ft of elevation? If not, the sound from those battery containers located at higher elevation would travel unmitigated over walls that are too short and straight into people's yards and homes and to Mattson Middle School...
 
Speaking of homes, the 1908 farm house between Mattson Middle School and the proposed facility is at 500ft elevation and is only divided by PSE's 100ft wide powerline/right-of-way and has 3 stories (bedroom windows at about 36ft on the 3rd floor), so the sound barrier walls would have to be (520ft + 18ft= 538ft) 38ft tall to block the 520ft elevation battery containers' sound from going directly into the bedroom windows.... More than likely, Tenaska would excavate down to 480ft or raise the 480ft elevation areas to 520ft elevation or a mix of raising and lowering the elevation of the beautiful rolling and sloping landscape... Any excavating could alter the flow of water and mess with the surrounding ecosystems and flood nearby homes and Mattson's play fields... Of course, no matter what, they would be taking away the beautiful and
peaceful rolling hay fields and majestic 100 year old 6-acre mini-forest full of wildlife and the calming sounds of nature and replacing it with a 14.1 acre gravel covered facility with concrete pads with industrial battery containers on them making loud and damaging levels of industrial sounds every day and night for hours and hours...
 
Their max allowed db in the evenings in rural residential unincorporated King County is 39db at night....
 
The property that shares the most property line (about 1250ft) is on a well- which would be poisoned (along with everyone else sharing the same water table/aquifer) when there is a fire- and that home has bedrooms about 50ft from the property line of this proposed battery facility. The next closest bedrooms are 76ft away, two more 115ft away, two more 125ft away, another 133ft away, 170ft away, and another 195ft away.
 
FYI, 95db (per battery storage container) is equivalent to a jackhammer being used 50ft away- and with our estimate of 40-387 battery containers- that would be like 40-387 jackhammers constantly hammering 24/7 and 365 days a year... They will say they can turn down the HVAC and fan speeds- but, the HVAC/fans are the primary safety method to prevent the battery storage containers from overheating and starting a fire (spontaneously combusting... By turning down the HVAC/fans, you increase the temperatures/chances of the batteries overheating and spontaneously combusting. Not a risk worth taking as a fire and the associated release of deadly gases/toxins are the worst-case scenario....  They will say the noise generated in the winter will be less- but won't mention that during the Summer and warmer days the cooling systems
will be working over-time at their peak capability and putting strain on everything.  That is when people will be outside enjoying their yards and Mattson's playgrounds will be full of kids running all over- and be a total noise nuisance.

Additionally, "loud and raucous sound within 1,000 feet of a school, hospital or nursing home are illegal" per King County codes- and Mattson Middle school's grounds property lines are as close as 100ft away and the whole School campus is entirely within the 1000ft zone of the proposed battery storage facility.  https://kingcounty.gov/depts/health/environmental-health/healthy-communities/noise-guidelines.aspx
 
This facility will be loud. Period!
 
The noise will scare away wildlife and drown out the sounds of nature that all of us that live or even pass through the area currently enjoy. No more singing songbirds or hoots of owls, nor the sounds of hawks and bald eagles, nor frogs and other animals that make nature sounds, nor the peaceful sounds of the wind blowing through the 6-acre mini-forest...
 
Even if Tenaska built the perfect sound mitigation system (tall sound barriers around each individual battery container and the transformer and another sound barrier around the perimeter of the facility, and then planted native evergreen shrubs and trees dense enough to hide the walls 365 days a year), around the whole facility to meet the rural-residential limit of 39db at night, this 14 acre industrial battery storage complex would be an eyesore and completely out of keeping with local vernacular or the low density residential housing and rural homesteads. It would be visible from 164th Ave SE, Mattson Middle School, the 1908 farmhouse, the RA5 zoned homes to the North and East and West, Emerald Downs and Tamarak Ridge neighborhoods and of course, and of course on maps aerial/satellite photos- it would change the look and
feel of the area... And, most important, are the potential risks to our health and safety and the surrounding environment's health and safety with this battery storage facility, and potential devastation for miles around.
 
With these battery storage facilities, "The questions is not “if” a runaway event will occur but “when”.
Daniel J. Gorham
Fire Protection Research Foundation
 
As I mentioned PG&E shut down the largest battery storage facility in the US after, not one, not two, but three battery fires since 2021. These fires cannot be prevented, and they cannot be extinguished. That battery energy storage facility, like almost every battery storage facility was built in a completely industrial area (with no rural homes or residential neighborhoods nearby). And, especially not with a Middle School next door nor homesteads on wells sharing the property line.
 
They will tell us their multi-layer fire suppression systems are up to code...
 
They won't tell you that there is no way to stop these battery fires...  And all the codes, certifications, rules, and regulations don't prevent or stop these battery facility fires- nothing can...  All the officials and experts around the world don't understand these fires and don't know what to do to prevent them and stop them- so they make an effort to make codes, regulations, standards, certifications to show that they are trying... But nothing works or stops these battery fires...
 
NOTHING!
 
They can have multiple layers off all the chemical fire suppression systems, water fire suppression systems, foaming fire suppression systems, oxygen deprivation fire suppression systems, and every other available system available currently- and with all of those combined, all those suppression systems WON'T STOP thermal run-away nor put out the fire...
 
Nothing can stop it...
 
But, they will tell us that they have all the latest and greatest fire extinguishing systems and met all Code/regulation requirements and recommendations- and that is "safe" and there isn't anything to worry about as they are up to code.  I should mention the codes, regulations, standards, and certifications are changing almost every year.  In a recent fire involving Tesla Megapacks, they said if the fire suppression system had been up to code, the fire wouldn't have happened... What does an insurance company do if there is an "event/accident" and they find something wasn't up to code- they deny the claim...  Goldfinch would file for bankruptcy and the families, community, city, county, state, and EPA would be left to deal with the catastrophe...  
 
Tenaska would have to be constantly updating everything to keep up with the evolving knowledge and rules/codes- it has been over a decade of battery storage fires and testing in labs, and there is no solution in sight on how to prevent and/or stop these battery facility fires once they have started...
 
They won't tell us that thermal run-away is impossible to stop.
 
They won't tell us that there is no known technology/method to quickly put out a battery energy storage system fire or stop thermal runaway.
 
None of the codes/regulations/certifications/rules/recommendations actually stop the battery fires.
 
Researchers from around the world are still trying to figure out how to even slow down these battery storage facility fires...
 
They have no clue.
 
Battery storage facilities have been having fires for decades, and there still is no solution...  Experts from around the world have been looking for a solution for these fires for over a decade and haven't found a solution.
 
So when they tell us that it is safe and they've taken all the precautions and have all the systems in place- they are not being 100% truthful and are intentionally leaving out a lot of necessary data that would make us fear for our lives...
 
They only care about making money- so the truth doesn't matter.  They don't care about the kids and staff at Mattson Middle school, they don't care about our neighborhoods and the families that live in them, nor about the rural property families...
 
They only care about making money...
 
For, them, the worst-case scenario, is they will have to pay some fines and maybe settle a couple 1000 lawsuits or file for bankruptcy and dissolve Goldfinch Energy Storage LLC - but they will be making BILLIONS... So they don't care about fees or lawsuits- those things will probably be a tax write-off for them anyway... 
 
If you watch the news reports/videos- no one shares how dangerous the aftermath of these fires are and when asked- the response is always like it is under control and there is nothing to worry about...
 
These battery storage facilities are deadly and totally dangerous.
 
Period.
 
This facility should be located in an industrial area- not next to Mattson Middle School, neighborhoods, and rural properties.
 
When a fire happens, it happens quickly... 
 
Time line of a typical battery fire:
0 minute: Something triggers an issue, and the battery starts overheating
1 minute: temps start increasing
15 minutes: battery hits 98 degrees Celsius (208 degrees F) and starts releasing deadly gases
17 minutes: Thermal runaway starts and battery is 185 degrees Celsius (365 degrees F)
4 hours to days- Depending on battery size, the fire can burn for days to 2 weeks or more- Stranded energy is still an issue and a fire can re-ignite
 
But, with all their safety systems, they will tell us that it is very unlikely we will have a fire and there isn't anything to worry about...
 
But they won't tell us all the reasons a fire could start- anything from some part of the batteries failing, cooling systems failing, electrical failures, manufacturer's defects in any component- not just the batteries, software failures, software update issues, coding issues, damage from shipping, damage during installation, damage from nature/critters/storms, human errors during installation human errors after installation, and many other things can be the "thing that goes wrong" that leads to the poisoning and death of all Mattson Middle School kids and staff and neighbors with the gases released from these fires: Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Fluoride, Chlorine, Cobalt, ammonia, Hydrogen Sulfide, and other dangerous gases and toxins released when these battery facilities have fires.
 
Nothing can protect our kids and families from those gases- not even firemen's protective gear (that's one of the many reasons why firefighters wait for days and weeks for the fires to die down on their own- besides there still being no way to extinguish a Lithium fire).  In the 3rd fire at a battery storage facility in Kahuku Hawaii, "Firefighters did not enter the building until seven hours after the flames started because of questions regarding the toxicity of the gases from the batteries."  https://www.windpowermonthly.com/article/1284038/analysis-first-wind-project-avoids-storage-30m-fire

Analysis: First Wind project avoids storage after $30m fire

Read Analysis: First Wind project avoids storage after $30m fire and
other wind energy news &amp; analysis on Windpower Monthly

www.windpowermonthly.com

 
 
In a recent fire in Chandler AZ, the fire crews watched the fire burn for 11 days: https://www.azfamily.com/.../fire-smolders-chandler.../

Fire smolders at Chandler battery storage facility nearly two weeks
later

There are 3,000 lithium batteries inside.

www.azfamily.com

 
 
Firemen in Hazmat suits are scared of fires at these facilities...
 
This facility should not be even considered for this location next to Mattson Middle School, our neighborhoods, rural homes, and Salmon streams...
 
These facilities should only be placed in an existing industrial zoned area...
 
Not using legal loopholes to get a Conditional Use Permit issued to change the Zoning on this 14.1 acre plot of land from RA-5 to Industrial...
  
This being proposed to go next to Mattson Middle School could mean that if there was a fire- the gases could kill 642 kids and the staff in less than 3 minutes of exposure from the time the gases start being released before an actual fire starts...

So, while the facility may have sirens and sensors and emergency shut down protocols, there will be no one manning the facility- it will be monitored remotely, the gases will start spreading across the surrounding area 15 minutes after any issue that causes the batteries to get too hot... 

And nothing can be done to stop the gases or the fire.  Even if every kid and staff and every neighbor was given Hazmat suits- they wouldn't protect them/us. I already shared the following qoute, but here it is again now that you know a little more:

"Lithium- ion fires release an array of deadly toxins including Carbon Monoxide, Hydrogen Cyanide, Hydrogen Fluoride and Cobalt. These toxins are especially dangerous to firefighters because they are dermally absorbed through the skin and no personal protective clothing can protect you against it.” -- Greg McConville, United Firefighters Union (UFUA) National Secretary 
 
Firefighter Unions are concerned about the dangers these battery fires pose:
 
https://www.carexpert.com.au/car-news/firefighters-union-calls-for-government-action-on-ev-fire-risks

Firefighters union calls for government action on EV fire risks

The National Committee of Management has passed a resolution
urging Australia’s governments to regulate EV fire risk management.

www.carexpert.com.au

“Carbon Monoxide and Hydrogen Cyanide are known as the terrible twins. They both prevent the body using oxygen and cyanide affects organs that rely on high levels of oxygen such as the heart and the brain.
“We’ve already had a situation in Victoria where two firefighters suffered Cobalt poisoning after attending an EV fire, and have now been permanently disabled as a result.
“These toxins also present a major risk to other emergency services personnel such as police and ambulance officers, bystanders and the broader community and as such, every possible measure must be undertaken to mitigate their impact.”
 
 
Is risking all the students' and staff's lives worth having this facility placed next to Mattson Middle School?  Is it worth the risk of killing all the neighbors?
 
Tenaska thinks it is...
 
And that is the type of company we are dealing with...
 
Tenaska only cares about money/profits.
 
Another issue I just learned about, is the facility's lights at night, most industrial battery storage facilities produce massively high levels of lumens/light pollution and "skyglow"- impacting the darkness levels of the surrounding areas at night- it would especially impact the Rural (RA5 zoned) homes immediately to the North which are sharing property lines with this proposed facility as well as all other homes that enjoy the darkness and resultant view of stars/planets and the moon at night. Covington Park, which is a "go-to" stargazing location for people all around Seattle (they have monthly stargazing events with the Seattle Astronomical Society and Boeing Employees' Astronomical Society), is less than half a mile away from the proposed facility. Again, just like with the noise pollution, there will be light pollution spilling out of this facility...
Ruining stargazing and planet viewing for families all around the surrounding area...
 
A scarier aspect, is these battery storage facilities will most likely become a target for thieves, vandals, and potentially attacks on the power-grid (as we have seen increased power-grid attacks recently in WA and other states)... This facility could potentially have close to or over a billion dollars' worth of steal-able batteries. A recent theft happened in a "secure" California battery storage facility where decommissioned batteries were stolen because there is a growing black-market for large batteries. As this facility (if approved and built) will be unmanned, it will have many layers of external and internal security/deterrents such as bright lighting externally around the perimeter and across all 14.1 acres, cameras, sensors, alarms, and other security measures... Which could be triggered by any remaining wildlife (if there is any) at any time...
 
Then, there are security risks associated with "attacks"- power-grids' infrastructure/facilities are being shot at and vandalized more and more frequently and becoming targets of people with bad intentions. A bullet shot into these battery containers could easily start the process of thermal runaway and spontaneous combustion- so it would be exponentially worse than a bullet shot at any other electrical grid infrastructure/facilities...
 
Another scary issue that was brought to my attention, is if Lake Young's Southern dam/levee breaks, this facility's East side could potentially be hit by the 10ft-20ft high wave of water- causing several containers at the facility to spontaneously combust... It would make an incredibly bad situation for everyone in the path of the wave of water absolutely catastrophic...
 
And, of course, there is the looming threat of another earthquake in the Puget Sound area- when we have another big earthquake the vibration, shock, shaking, and impact could induce faults such as disturbances to the internal construction of the cells, breakage of cell tab or intercell connections, contacts between the cathode and anode due to a distortion or tear of the separator, and the creation of other defects that can lead to an internal short circuit or high temperatures, both of which can lead to a catastrophic thermal runaway.  Of course, any of these internal issues could also occur during the device’s transportation and installation in its final location.  Like in the recent Tesla Megapack fire in Australia that ignited during initial installation/testing process and required 
 
I forgot to mention, the proposed facility has a shared "Freshwater Emergent Wetland" on the Northeast corner of the property- as well as 6 additional Freshwater Emergent Wetlands nearby, plus Tamarak Ridge's wetland and several ponds.
 
This site is in no way even close to being acceptable for an industrial battery storage facility.
 
In short many homeowners in Emerald Downs, Tamarak Ridge, and rural homes, oppose this proposed 14-acre industrial battery storage facility being built in our neighborhood (next to Mattson Middle school, our neighborhoods, rural homesteads on wells, wetlands, salmon streams, and a bald eagle nesting area and we hope we can get the parents/families and those across the Kent School District and everyone else from around the community to join the fight and contact as many applicable government agencies, elected officials, and everyone one else that may be impacted.
 
Do we want to be the first location in the world that risked putting one of these dangerous battery storage facilities within 100ft of a school?
 
We need to stop this proposed conversion of a beautiful 14.1 acre rural property filled with trees, hayfields, and wildlife into a massive industrial battery storage facility covered in gravel and with huge industrial battery storage containers on concrete pads- the building of this dangerous industrial battery storage complex in a rich and diverse wildlife filled area next to a middle school, neighborhoods, and rural properties on wells will be horrible for everyone nearby.
 
I will admit, that I support clean energy (and other renewable forms of energy) and battery backup for our grids and homes (and V2G aka "vehicle2grid"); however, I do not support putting a 14.1 acre industrial battery storage facility next to a school, rural homes that rely on well water, two large neighborhoods, wet lands, and chopping down over 6-acres of trees that are over 100 years old.
 
And, finally, for all the home owners that will see and hear this facility through their windows at home or driving by, and especially the RA-5 zoned home owners, all their home values will plummet- especially the RA5 zoned homes as no one looking for a single residence home with 5+ acres would want to buy a home that borders an industrial battery facility- and even the nearby homes in Emerald Downs and Tamarak Ridge who can hear the noise pollution, see the light pollution, and anyone who lives nearby and drives by and sees the industrial facility sticking out and totally out of place in our beautiful semi-rural area- or worse, sees this facility out their windows and hears it through their walls/windows even when closed-will depreciate in value...
 
As for jobs, it is most likely that this New York based company (Goldfinch Energy Storage, who slaps these facilities up all over the country- but, is actually a subsidiary of Tenaska which is based in Omaha Nebraska), will bring in their "specialized" out-of-state crew to slap it up.  The facility (which will be un-manned and monitored remotely) will not provide many - if any- jobs and the only beneficiaries will be the local gravel yards and heavy equipment rental places...
 
This whole battery storage industry is still in its infancy and there are no known ways to put out a battery storage fire, there are no standards or codes that can prevent the risk of fires in place yet, or standard operating procedures to put out the fires quickly, and no one has done any long term studies on the impacts on the surrounding environment of call the deadly gases/acid washing away into the surrounding areas...
 
No one has studied the impact of the gases spreading across a Middle School 100ft away... We don't want Mattson Middle School to be that catastrophe that killed 700+ kids and staff in a couple minutes to be the "study"... 
 
If Lake Youngs absorbed fallout from the smoke from a fire- it would poison 2/3rds of the water for all of Seattle...
 
There is too much risk for locating this facility on the proposed 14.1 acres next to Mattson Middle School, neighborhoods, rural homes, and storm drains/streams...
 
All around, this is not the correct location- this should be located in an industrial zoned area, not a rural residential area next to Mattson Middle school and near other schools, neighborhoods, and rural homesteads.
 
Link to our petition- we have over 1500 signatures so far:
https://chng.it/przfvYvLxG

Can you spare a minute to help this campaign?

STOP the KINGFISHER ENERGY Facility next to Mattson Middle
School, wetlands, neighborhoods

chng.it

 
 
Link to dedicated FB group:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3162400907401094/

Log in or sign up to view

See posts, photos and more on Facebook.

www.facebook.com

 
I hope you will consider the absolute risks in this facility being approved- it will be catastrophic- and join the fight to oppose this industrial facility being placed right next door to Mattson Middle School and hundreds of homes and storm drains...
 
I know you aren't decision makers, but I think you should all stand up to oppose this facility in this location with all your might!

Thank you for taking the time to read about this proposed facility and our concerns, 
 
James
 

Reply Reply all Forward

Fw: EFSEC Meeting Prep: Industrial battery storage facility targeted to be built in Skagit County (Goldeneye BESS)

Goldeneye Battery Energy Storage System Project EFSEC Docket No: 240004

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__kingcounty.gov_depts_health_environmental-2Dhealth_healthy-2Dcommunities_noise-2Dguidelines.aspx%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3D9TdutD6Evj1UX81n-sqGrsC_0gJJW7XQBIfuIFNsrJM%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774102177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=f9LbKgRc2TsMeS6K8v1HZd8utp741Ag%2FXJCX9O0QG3g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.windpowermonthly.com_article_1284038_analysis-2Dfirst-2Dwind-2Dproject-2Davoids-2Dstorage-2D30m-2Dfire%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DoeJQ6addoVoSdDRn15Bz65blWdDno0EnldzwnDBrFCA%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774108351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OGpNSChelpN%2F0Mf1LKT0byqxJnIUaykRoCX9uq6llEk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.windpowermonthly.com_article_1284038_analysis-2Dfirst-2Dwind-2Dproject-2Davoids-2Dstorage-2D30m-2Dfire%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DoeJQ6addoVoSdDRn15Bz65blWdDno0EnldzwnDBrFCA%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774114252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PU4vHC%2FlaOjxUCWdqd8323FmBaQYEc2UvBX5rOrHCeU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.windpowermonthly.com_article_1284038_analysis-2Dfirst-2Dwind-2Dproject-2Davoids-2Dstorage-2D30m-2Dfire%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DoeJQ6addoVoSdDRn15Bz65blWdDno0EnldzwnDBrFCA%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774119910%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jck7LTlM6pGrm7ni2HtLmpO5CGC4vXC21sIQBbiOxlk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.windpowermonthly.com%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DpkLia-7xid1O9ppGg60hLZoEKVfX6PBtO8JKLuOai40%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774125553%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9tDY4ciC4D%2Bv3phQnvlg0gbArE9EaV74Uk2eDn2kKkU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.azfamily.com_..._fire-2Dsmolders-2Dchandler..._%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DmR-TByH10ONo9xBC_73T0PtvbG-tBJidLkny4cTEt4U%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774131141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZcnIg9soHD8PBZLYCwrucDMntqdXvA7zvmy17S1M1J4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.azfamily.com_2022_04_30_fire-2Dsmolders-2Dchandler-2Dbattery-2Dstorage-2Dfacility-2Dnearly-2Dtwo-2Dweeks-2Dlater_-3Ffbclid-3DIwAR3WIM47rid8AlW45zdRnWBb1z6imTKnPp2ALDlNQcRfzLvP-5FPgl-5F3Ni4K8%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DigipGEwLGxFm95LXwJOG6hHjduwi6reUqmvi71lJ3dI%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774136804%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XsLrkV6MXhVRTxZ5zT3QPwxxzR4ds5rk7NHCuo6B7sA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.azfamily.com_2022_04_30_fire-2Dsmolders-2Dchandler-2Dbattery-2Dstorage-2Dfacility-2Dnearly-2Dtwo-2Dweeks-2Dlater_-3Ffbclid-3DIwAR3WIM47rid8AlW45zdRnWBb1z6imTKnPp2ALDlNQcRfzLvP-5FPgl-5F3Ni4K8%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DigipGEwLGxFm95LXwJOG6hHjduwi6reUqmvi71lJ3dI%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774142515%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ghUiNBzQEOBvroNszgm%2BTzgFzcc%2Fi9%2FXTYV1bWv81Fk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.azfamily.com%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DGSZcc4dv7-S9CBOD4umIadiHIwJ0HjnkdZBAqwg-bbc%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774148293%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PdDb8y2QlYARUQnAIa3%2BT7lAVkY5WthWVDK4313W7qY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.carexpert.com.au_car-2Dnews_firefighters-2Dunion-2Dcalls-2Dfor-2Dgovernment-2Daction-2Don-2Dev-2Dfire-2Drisks%26d%3DDwQGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DKYsAbUMMTC-uMhgsOV_dqJcdGOGBrphgej2-dp4gTks%26m%3DZjstlrPWZPnQwqQzbBNTYyfy_K4awUAtxmhpZe6q6Ks%26s%3DWxqfSKNlvF2L2me5j4G_5a5b0OLMO_p3Yt5KxgNcRAA%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7CComments%40efsec.wa.gov%7C0d1e44de6a524b80338608dcbbf3bbcb%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638591902774153888%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hV920vJxM1cQkTAIxj1tb11qkdEgOJPPtT7qZ7zYPO8%3D&reserved=0
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From: jon fleur
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Fw: Goldeneye battery storage system
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 7:18:25 PM

External Email

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: jon fleur <jonfleur@yahoo.com>
To: "comment@efsec.wa.gov" <comment@efsec.wa.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 at 07:04:06 PM PDT
Subject: Fw: Goldeneye battery storage system

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Jon Fleurichamp <jonfleur@yahoo.com>
To: "efsec@efsec.wa.gov" <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Sent: Thursday, August 8, 2024 at 01:43:29 PM PDT
Subject: Goldeneye battery storage system

I am the property owner just south of the project along Hanson Creek. My only concern with the
project is the stormwater runoff. I’ve lived on this property for 43 years and I have seen the Hanson
Creek run at maximum a few times. My main concern is the culvert at Hohen Road, it is the choke
point that
runs at 100% at least 12 times a year, i’ve looked at the projects flood study. It talks about how the
state  straightening a creek between Highway 20 and Minkler it also talks about the covert at Minkler
Road, which has been replaced with a bridge does not address downstream from the project again
which is a choke point. be an idea for State to look at putting a bridge to replacing the culvert just my
two cents worth I just don’t want my house to get flooded thank you.
Jon Fleurichamp 
Sent from my iPhone
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From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Stop BESS in Skagit county.
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 1:30:39 PM
Attachments: STOP BESS.pdf

From: Shawna Turcott <shawna@shelterpm.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 12:55 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Cc: Tony Branson <Tony@olsenlawfirm.com>; Mike Simonitch <mike@shelterpm.com>
Subject: Stop BESS in Skagit county.
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Stop BESS in Skagit county.  Save our county the Judy reservoir and the Skagit river from
this potential disaster. 
I manage Van Fleets MHP in SedroWoolley  we have 75 families in our senior park.  What
about our septic systems and drain fields if they have to use 100's of thousands of
gallons of water to put a battery fire out. I can not imagine the noise we will here at our
park. This location is about a block away from the park .

Kind regards

Shawna Turcott

24919 Hoehn Rd Unit 35

Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284

Van Fleets Mobile Home Park 55+ Community, Manager
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From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Tenaska Request for a BESS in Skagit County
Date: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 7:24:37 AM

From: kmweise@comcast.net <kmweise@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, August 12, 2024 7:44 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Tenaska Request for a BESS in Skagit County
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Please do significant research regarding the addition of a BESS unit in Skagit County.   We
continue to push back in Covington and here is why:
Tenaska came to speak at the Covington City council meeting to inform of us of their
proposal.  Since that meeting we have found: 
 
They lied about Lithium Iron Phosphate (LFP) batteries being safe- when, in fact, while only
having a 100 degree higher ignition temperature- LFP actually releases a more deadly cocktail
of smoke/gas and has proven to be the battery type involved in about 75% of recent BESS
fires..
-They lied about sound levels- just like with the Sound Study provided for the Sedro Woolley
BESS, they had the engineers run their sound study with the AC and other components
operating at 40% capacity- when in Fact, the worst case daily operating levels will be in the
80%-100% capacity and will be exponentially louder (average sound levels for BEES are 96db
to 106db) and they only provided the sound levels created by a single BESS container- not all
the containers sound levels as a whole- as other BESS sound studies have shown
here: https://www.facebook.com/.../permalink/3479047982403050/
-They lied about the BESS benefitting us locally- but said they would be selling the power out of
state to "wherever the demand is highest" even if we were "dark" and out electricity was out.
They should have to sign a contract saying NO power will be exported out of WA state- and if
that isn't acceptable, then they should be charged a gross receipts tax (at a 80% or higher tax
rate) for every kilowatt exported out of WA State- as exporting power for their private
company's profits doesn't benefit WA state and especially Sedro Woolley....
-They lied and said they were building this to help WA state and PSE hit the State's CETA energy
storage goals- but will be exporting the power other states- leaving thie batteries empty or
depleted if/when we need the power. They will be charging and discharging (selling the power)
the batteries as fast as they can running to make as much profit as possible- FYI, other state
utilities have paid BESS owners as much as $5,000 per kilowatt and this BESS will hold
800,000 Kilowatts in a single 4-hour charge (the equivalent of 200k homes' electrical usage)
and could make $4,000,000,000 ($4 BILLION with one charge if sold at the highest recent
prices)
-They lied about the tax revenues- The only taxes that will be seen are sales tax by construction
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workers buying lunch if they don't bring their own lunches.
-They lied about jobs, the jobs will all last a couple months as the whole facility is plug and
play after the gravel and concrete pads are completed with wiring. There is no long term
benefit- only risks....
They lied about the risks- they minimize the risk for fire and events. They don't provide an
evacuation plan. They don't even know what tactics will be used when there is a fire- but there
will be a QR code for firefighters to read!
They didn't mention defensive fire-spray water run-off containment as there could be up to 20
million gallons of defensive water spray run-off
They didn't mention till the end of the Covington City Council presentation that they will try to
sell the BESS to wipe their hands clean of any future risks. Nor did they mention their incident
plan if they are still the owner- which is have GoldFinch Enrgy LLC FILE BANKRUPTCY and
leave Sedro Woolley and Skagit holding the cleanup bill...

Please do not allow this facility to move forward.   The cost to the citizens of Skagit County, the
land and animals in the area is just not worth it.
 
Thank you,
 
Kristen Weise
 



From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Concerned citizen
Date: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 4:30:29 PM

From: Amanda Pederson <amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 12:58 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Concerned citizen
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To whom this my concern, 
 
Hi I’m reaching out to voice my concerns on behalf of myself, my family, our community here at the
Van Fleet Mobile Home Park and residents of Sedro Woolley, WA. 
 
This proposal has raised huge concerns among many people who live near the surrounding area of
this proposed project. If this project is approved the city of Sedro Woolley will be placing the lives of
it’s tax paying citizens in immense fear and uncertainty of the future for their lives and potentially at
fault for the deaths of many. These dangers should be considered when it comes to protecting the
lives of the people of our community. 
 
I’m a full time single stay at home disabled mother of two young children. I own my mobile home in
the Van fleet mobile home park but rent a space. I’m on a fixed income, how am I supposed to pay
to move my home to insure the safety of my children. I cannot afford to sell and rent somewhere
else with the way the economy is. I have searched every avenue possible and I found no solution for
my situation if this proposal were to pass. Is this city of Sedro Woolley going to pay to move my
home to a safer neighborhood? 
All I want for my children is for them to be safe, healthy and happy.
 I never thought I would have to stress over something such as this. I have Multiple Sclerosis and
Fibromyalgia and stress triggers relapses so I’m really trying not to worry too much. I’m praying that
God protects us and this situation. 
I have many questions and if this passes I will be seeking legal advice and action, as well as many
others. 
 
Thank you for your time and God bless. 
 
Amanda Pederson 
360 941-1614
Amanda.elijah0812@gmail.com
24919 Hoehn Rd unit 48
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284 
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From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: No to Sedro
Date: Wednesday, August 14, 2024 8:52:42 AM

From: Aprill Graham <aprill.graham@gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2024 9:09 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: No to Sedro
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No BESS in Sedro Woolley.  Please and thank you.  Homeowner, taxpayer, healthcare professional
with 4 degrees, no!  
Thanks 
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From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Sedro Woolley Lithium Batteries Storage facility
Date: Thursday, August 15, 2024 11:34:17 AM

From: Earl Stanley <gratefuldad93@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 15, 2024 9:20 AM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Sedro Woolley Lithium Batteries Storage facility
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 To Whom It Concerns:
 
 It occurs to me that this matter "concerns" or affects  MANY more people and
generations to come than will ever read this message. 
 
Why? Why put this facility right in the middle of a wetland, supposedly protected, that
is fragile and floods regularly. An accident - which will surely happen; accidents
always happen - will cause destruction all the way to Puget Sound. Destruction of
some of the most fertile land in the country. WE fought off a nuclear reactor in the
70's. And we'll fight this. The pristine nature is Skagit Valley is why we live here. This
is a threat, plain and simple. And being sneaky about avoiding local due process for a
direct deal through the Governors office (This one, or the next one?) only indicates
that you all know good and well what you are trying to do, here. It doesn't even pass
the smell test. Our infrastructure will not support this monstrosity. You are trying to
jam a square peg into a round hole.
 
Why? Why not put your operation somewhere that is already damaged from failed
promises of toxic enterprises such as this? Like Hanford, Gulf of Mexico/BP, Bhopal,
Three Mile Island, Valdez, or wherever. That list of domestic environmental disasters
is long enough. Do not bring your operation here! Not HERE, please!
 
Sincerely,
 
Tim Maloy 
E Gateway Heights Loop
Sedro Woolley, WA 98284
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From: Jon Fleurichamp
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: Sedro Woolley BESS
Date: Thursday, August 15, 2024 7:11:11 PM

External Email

good afternoon my name is John Fleurichamp. I live on a parcel land just south of the
proposed battery energy story  along Hanson Creek.
I was looking online noticing that battery energy story sites. Do have a reputation of catching
on fire, May not be big ones but still require a lot of water to keep it under control. Where is
the water going to go, that has toxic chemicals and it is it gonna get eventually flushed out to
Hanson Creek
 and into the Skagit river which is a wild and scenic river  Department needs to get on the ball
on this one 
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From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Goldeneye
Date: Monday, August 19, 2024 10:01:11 AM

From: Sally Carlson <sallyin.sedro@gmail.com> 
Sent: Sunday, August 18, 2024 8:11 AM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Goldeneye
 

External Email

Dear people of efsec,
 
Thank you so much for your time informing the small town of Sedro-woolley of this upcoming
project. Now it's time I inform you of a few things.
 
1. People in our community were not informed of this project, this includes the general public and
our local Tribes.
2. We here in Skagit valley are generational. This project is proposed on land that has raised beef
and dairy cows, strawberries, peas, potatoes and corn. We like to eat, don't you?
3. This is also on land that has a salmon spawning creek on it. 
4. It is in very close proximity to a trailer park with 100+ older folks and families who could not afford
to relocate in the event of a lithium ion battery fire! 
 
In conclusion, this is a very bad idea. Please reconsider your decision.
 
Sally Carlson
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From: EFSEC (EFSEC)
To: EFSEC mi Comments
Subject: FW: Lithium proposed site in Sedro-Woolley
Date: Monday, August 19, 2024 10:01:18 AM

From: stephannie estrada <stephannie1estrada@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, August 17, 2024 8:29 PM
To: EFSEC (EFSEC) <efsec@efsec.wa.gov>
Subject: Lithium proposed site in Sedro-Woolley
 

External Email

This site is not wanted as it poses a risk to our lives and others as well as our river and lands. If a fire
should happen we haven't a place to go or monies to do so.We have pets that haven't a place to go.
I wouldn't have time to get important papers together, medication,necessities and medication. I
can't believe you would want to place something that could be so hazardous so close to human
activity. The people here wouldn't be able to sell their homes .                Cordially, Stephannie
Estrada 

mailto:efsec@efsec.wa.gov
mailto:Comments@efsec.wa.gov


From: connie Krier
To: Ahmed, Zia (EFSEC); EFSEC mi Comments; DOR Skagit County Leg Authority
Cc: Ljanicki@co.skagit.wa.us
Subject: Goldeneye information request / Public Records request
Date: Saturday, August 17, 2024 4:10:33 PM

External Email

Zia -
Thank you for being available to the public for information regarding the Goldeneye project in
Skagit County. My name is Connie Krier, I am the moderator of a facebook page opposing the
Goldeneye project. This page gained 343 local members, in 24 hours, and is growing daily. 
There is much information needed and additional concerns are growing. You have been
designated as the POC for EFSEC regarding this project and your email and name is who we
are directed to contact for information.

The community has MANY questions about the process, the actual timeline, what notification
process is being followed, the vagueness of information presented by the contractor, the
contractor lack of knowledge of how many BESS plants they currently operate, How the
public's comments will be responded to from the public comment meeting (if at all). 

Please provide the following information

- What rules does EFSEC follow regarding public notifications? 
Please provide the WAC or RCW that governs public notices for WA state or EFSEC  in
regard to notifying the public, affected residents and interested parties of proposed projects. 

- Please provide an exact timeline  for submission of information required from the contractor,
along with relevant review timeline dates, and exact dates for public comments. Or how many
days from each step to the next. for both the regular and expedited process. 

-When using the expedited process Per WAC 463-43 as stated at the public meeting, what
Criteria is required by the contractor to be eligible for that process? 

- Is this project currently on the expedited process track? If so , have they met the local
permitting and zoning requirements required by WAC 463-43? 
- if local permits and zoning requirements have been met, please provide a copy of that
information. 

- The contractor claimed during their presentation "communications with agencies,
stakeholders and tribes had taken place" who were these communications with? 
Specifically with what officials and agencies, who are the stakeholders, who wee the tribal
members, what was discussed in those meetings (as none of them seem to have been aware of
these communications when asked). 
All this information should be available through public disclosure: the names of those
agencies, the date of the meeting or communications, the form of communications,  who was
present or involved in those communications and what was discussed?

mailto:cckrier@gmail.com
mailto:zia.ahmed@efsec.wa.gov
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- The Joint open house/ public meeting/ hearing that took place on a single day seems to be out
of the normal procedure for EFSEC. 
why did the open house, public comment and hearing all take place within 2 hours of each
other? 
What the standard procedure for holding these 3 meetings? 
How were citizens, stakeholders, agencies and tribal governments informed the hearing was a
judicial matter? 

- Many small rural areas and Tribal governments have never had to deal with EFSEC's ability
to override local authority as this is the first time a contractor has applied directly to EFSEC to
circumvent local Permitting. The contractor was aware and EFSEC was aware there would be
a judge, attorneys and sworn in witnesses at the hearing. Yet none of our local county
commissioners, citizens or tribal governments knew this legal proceeding would be taking
place at 7:00PM after a public comment meeting. 
How does EFSEC work with small rural communities, Local Tribal governments and
stakeholders of small areas to notify, educate and inform them of the legal process steps for
EFSEC and their rights when legal proceedings will be taking place?  

- What is the Official application Date for the Goldeneye project that is being used as the
"start" time for permitting process including the expedited process?
- What are the requirements for public notification of public meetings? or where - can those
state requirements be found? 
- Type of project this is being permitted under?
- How is this project connected to a power plant?
-Is this project considered to be a power plant? 
- Is this project a necessity for the operation and safety of a transmission system? if so how? 
- Is this facility a delivery system for energy or simply a storage system?  
- Is This project being Fast Tracked per WAC 463-43-0303?
- Does EFSEC intend on using the 60 day requirement for fast tracking this project, based on
the application date? or has a different date been agreed upon? 
If a different date has been agreed upon, what is that date? 
- What is the date of the next public comment opportunity? 
- Will the EFSEC meeting on 8/21 allow for public comment?
- Will the EFSEC meeting on 8/21 in any way move the project forward to the next step or
allow for any type of voting by the council to occur for this project? 
-When will the state department of ecology be conducting an environmental study based on
the salmon creek and wetlands independent of the contractors paid for environmental study? 
- When will EFSEC or WA state department of ecology be conducting baseline noise
monitoring at the proposed site, to determine  the environmental impact of this facility based
on "normal" current conditio, per WAC 173-58 and WAC 173-60?
- When will the baseline monitoring report showing the potential comparison of that baseline
against the noise monitoring from a BESS facility with fans running at more than 50% and at
100%? (as we are aware the contractors noise monitoring information was incomplete when
presented,) 
- If no baseline noise sampling will be occurring in this currently agricultural, non industrial,
no noise producing area, Why is baseline noise monitoring non necessity? 
-How many currently active and running BESS facilities are owned by Tenaska in the US?
(information not available on their website) 
- How many active permits for BESS facilities does Tenaska have open in WA state at this
time?



- How many times has Tenaska not used local zoning and permitting, and applied directly to
EFSEC for a BESS facility permit?  
- Is the representative from the AG's office intended to be available for community protection
or for representation of the EFSEC advice? 
- Is the EFSEC prepared to conduct any public meetings where citizens will have the ability to
ask questions and receive answers? 
(The meeting on the 13th, allowed the EFSEC director to ask unspecific leading questions to
the contractor and receive generic answers, while citizens were told to comment and no
response would be given because appropriate time was not available). 
- How many BESS sites are currently active in WA state? 
- Where are the active BESS sites in WA specifically located? 
- How has EFSEC determined the long term effects of these BESS facilities on the
communities and environments? 

This is a start on the questions being asked, due to the expedited timeline  from EFSEC on this
project, the unknown schedule of the project to the public, and the late date of the public
meetings (day 46 of the 60 day requirement),  the answers to these questions are quick and
quick response. IF there is going to be a delay in the answer to any of these questions, there
should also be a delay of the same time frame in place for the project as a whole. 

All communications regarding this project with EFSEC, and the contractor with stakeholders,
should be public record and kept documented and easily accessible for review and distribution
to the public. 

This email is enough per state law, to be considered a public records request. 
However if for some reason the EFSEC decides they have a different set of rules to follow for
information/ public records requests please provide the information on what EFSEC requires,
and why they require a different process than state law? 

Thank you for your time and expedient response. 
Connie Krier, SMS
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